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Introduction to the Book of Zechariah

The Book of Zechariah is the 11th book in the collection of the Minor Prophets in the Old Testament. It 
is named after its author, Zechariah, whose name means "The Lord remembers." This book is a 
remarkable blend of prophetic visions, poetic imagery, and direct messages from God, all pointing 
toward His redemptive plan for His people and the world. Zechariah played a pivotal role during a 
critical time in Israel’s history, offering hope and encouragement to a discouraged and weary people.

Historical Background

The Book of Zechariah is set during the post-exilic period, around 520–480 BC, during the reign of the 
Persian king Darius I. This was a time when the Israelites, having returned from Babylonian exile 
under the decree of Cyrus, were struggling to rebuild their lives and their temple in Jerusalem.

The temple reconstruction had stalled due to opposition from surrounding nations, internal apathy, and 
economic hardships. Alongside his contemporary Haggai, Zechariah was called by God to motivate the 
people to complete the rebuilding of the temple and renew their commitment to the Lord.



Authorship

Zechariah, the son of Berechiah and grandson of Iddo, was both a prophet and a priest. His lineage 
suggests he was a descendant of the Levitical priestly line, which gave him a strong foundation in the 
religious traditions and practices of Israel. This dual role as prophet and priest uniquely positioned him 
to address both the spiritual and practical challenges faced by his people.

Structure of the Book

The book is generally divided into two major sections:

1. Chapters 1–8: Prophetic Visions and Encouragement
This section contains a series of eight visions, interspersed with direct messages from God. 
These visions are rich in symbolism and serve to reassure the people of God’s plans to restore 
Jerusalem, purify His people, and establish His kingdom.

2. Chapters 9–14: Apocalyptic and Messianic Prophecies
The latter half of the book shifts focus to broader, more eschatological themes. These chapters 
include prophecies about the coming of the Messiah, the triumph of God’s kingdom, and the 
ultimate deliverance of His people.

Key Themes

1. God's Sovereignty and Faithfulness
Zechariah emphasizes that God is in control of history and is faithful to His covenant promises. 
Despite Israel’s past failures, God’s plan for restoration and blessing remains steadfast.

2. Call to Repentance
The book opens with a call for the people to return to the Lord, reminding them that true 
restoration begins with a renewed relationship with God.

3. Restoration and Hope
Zechariah’s visions reassure the people that Jerusalem will be rebuilt, the temple will be 
completed, and God will dwell among His people once again.

4. Messianic Prophecies
The book contains several significant prophecies about the Messiah, including His humility 
(9:9), His betrayal (11:12-13), His piercing (12:10), and His reign as King (14:9).

5. The Day of the Lord
Zechariah looks forward to a climactic "Day of the Lord," when God will bring justice, defeat 
His enemies, and establish His eternal kingdom.



Literary Features

Zechariah’s writing is distinguished by its vivid imagery, symbolic visions, and apocalyptic tone. The 
book combines elements of classical prophecy with apocalyptic literature, making it a rich source of 
both immediate encouragement for its original audience and enduring hope for future generations.

Relevance for Today

The Book of Zechariah speaks to themes of perseverance, faith, and hope in the face of adversity. Its 
messages about God’s sovereignty, the promise of restoration, and the anticipation of the Messiah 
resonate with believers throughout history. For Christians, Zechariah’s prophecies find their ultimate 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ, offering assurance that God’s redemptive plan will come to completion.

Zechariah’s ministry reminds us that God is intimately involved in the lives of His people, calling them 
to faithful obedience while unfolding His divine purposes. As such, it remains a powerful and relevant 
message of hope and restoration for all who seek to follow God.

CHAPTER 1:

Zechariah 1:1

Verse: "In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto 
Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying,"

In this opening verse, we are introduced to the prophetic period during the reign of King Darius, 
specifically in the eighth month of his second year on the throne. The mention of Darius places the 
prophecy in a historical context, linking it to the Babylonian Exile's aftermath. It signifies a pivotal 
moment for the returned exiles as they confront the challenge of rebuilding their temple and society. 
Zechariah, whose name means “The LORD remembers,” is identified as the son of Berechiah and the 
grandson of Iddo, establishing his prophetic lineage and authority. This invocation of ancestry 
emphasizes the continuity of God’s message through prophets and scrupulously connects Zechariah to 
the previous prophets, particularly in the post-exilic context.

Zechariah 1:2

Verse: "The LORD hath been sore displeased with your fathers."

In this verse, the Lord expresses His dissatisfaction with the ancestors of the people Zechariah is 
addressing. The phrase "sore displeased" indicates a deep and significant anger, suggesting that the sins 
and waywardness of the fathers have resulted in severe consequences, including exile and suffering. 
This serves as a crucial reminder for the returning community; it underscores the necessity of 
repentance and returning to covenant faithfulness. Zechariah’s message reveals God’s concern for the 
past transgressions while urging the current generation not to follow in those same destructive patterns. 



This invocation of ancestral failure serves as both a warning and a call to introspection for the people, 
compelling them to seek God’s favor anew.

Zechariah 1:3

Verse: "Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the 
LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts."

Here, Zechariah conveys a powerful message of hope and redemption. The imperative "Turn ye unto 
me" emphasizes the divine call for repentance, urging the people to reconsider their ways and return to 
a relationship with God. The promise accompanying this call is profound: if they choose to turn 
towards the Lord, He, in turn, will respond and draw near to them. This reciprocal relationship 
highlights the nature of God’s willingness to forgive and restore, offering the people a chance to start 
anew despite their ancestors' failings. The repetition of "saith the LORD of hosts" underscores God’s 
sovereignty and authority, assuring the people that their response to His call is met with divine 
openness and grace.

Zechariah 1:4

Verse: "Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith 
the LORD of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did not 
hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD."

In this verse, Zechariah presents a stark contrast between the current generation and their forebears. 
The exhortation "Be ye not as your fathers" is a call to action, imploring the people to learn from the 
past mistakes that led to judgment and exile. The recall of the former prophets, who faithfully conveyed 
God’s warnings and calls to repentance, highlights a pattern of neglect and rebellion among their 
ancestors. God’s appeal for the people to "Turn ye now from your evil ways" signifies His desire for 
genuine repentance, not mere ritual compliance. The tragic outcome of the previous generation’s 
refusal—"they did not hear, nor hearken"—serves as a cautionary tale. This verse encourages the 
returning exiles to embrace humility and obedience to avoid the same disastrous fate.

Zechariah 1:5

Verse: "Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever?"

In this contemplative verse, Zechariah poses rhetorical questions that provoke thought about the 
transience of human life and the enduring nature of God's word. "Your fathers, where are they?" 
emphasizes the fate of the previous generation, who have faced the consequences of their 
unfaithfulness, having perished in their rebellion. The subsequent question about the prophets indicates 
that, while the messengers of God may come and go, the truth they delivered remains eternal. This 
statement encourages the audience to reflect on the futility of ignoring God’s messages through history. 
By considering the mortality of both their ancestors and the prophets, the people are reminded of the 
importance of heeding God's call, as neglecting Him results in irreversible loss, while His promises 
endure beyond generations.



Zechariah 1:6

Verse: "But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they 
not take hold of your fathers? and they returned and said, Like as the LORD of hosts thought to 
do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, so hath he dealt with us."

In this reflective verse, God, through Zechariah, underscores the potency and permanence of His word. 
The rhetorical question reinforces that despite past disobedience, the commandments given through the 
prophets were intended for the benefit of the people. The acknowledgment that these words “took hold” 
indicates a prophetic warning that came with a purpose—a divine intent that was intended to alter the 
trajectory of the people’s lives. The response from the fathers, recognizing the alignment of their 
outcomes with their actions (“Like as the LORD of hosts thought to do unto us”), establishes a 
profound connection between divine justice and human behavior. This verse recalls God's faithfulness 
to His promises, affirming that blessings and curses—as dictated by the covenant—accurately reflect 
the nation’s ways and choices. This serves as both a somber reminder of accountability and a source of 
motivation for the current generation to pursue righteousness.

Zechariah 1:7

Verse: "Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Sebat, in the 
second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son 
of Iddo the prophet, saying,"

This verse sets a specific timeframe for the next prophetic message, indicating it occurred on the 24th 
day of the 11th month, which highlights the chronological precision of God’s communication through 
Zechariah. The use of the month "Sebat," which corresponds to the winter season, may symbolize a 
time of dormancy but also foreshadows the growth and revitalization to come. By reiterating 
Zechariah’s lineage, the text reaffirms his legitimacy as a prophet and his continuity with the previous 
messages from God. This clarity in time and identity is crucial for establishing the authenticity of the 
prophetic word that is about to be delivered, reminding readers that God’s engagement with His people 
is both timely and purposeful.

Zechariah 1:8

Verse: "I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the 
myrtle trees that were in the bottom; and behind him were there red horses, speckled, and 
white."

In this visually arresting verse, Zechariah recounts a vivid nighttime vision that symbolizes divine 
oversight and intervention in the affairs of nations. The imagery of a man riding upon a red horse 
stands out, suggesting themes of war, judgment, or purification, while the myrtle trees, which often 
symbolize peace and joy, create a poignant contrast. The description of the other horses—red, speckled, 
and white—introduces an element of complexity in this vision, hinting at the diverse and significant 
roles that these figures or forces play. The scene crafted here suggests a heavenly assembly tasked with 
observing and reporting the conditions of the earth, asserting God’s active management of earthly 
matters, hinting at both judgment and restoration.



Zechariah 1:9

Verse: "Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel that talked with me said unto me, 
I will shew thee what these be."

In this interaction, Zechariah’s curiosity leads him to inquire about the meaning of the vision. His 
respectful address, "O my lord," indicates his humility and recognition of the angelic messenger’s 
authority. The angel’s response assures Zechariah that he will be granted understanding, indicating that 
divine revelations often require active engagement and seeking from the prophet. This exchange 
highlights an essential aspect of prophetic ministry: the need for clarity and wisdom in interpreting 
visions and messages from God. It establishes a framework for the importance of communication in the 
prophetic experience and sets the stage for deeper revelations about God’s plans and purposes.

Zechariah 1:10

Verse: "And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom 
the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth."

The interpretation of the vision begins to unfold in this verse, where the identity of the riders on the 
horses is revealed. They are described as agents sent by the Lord to traverse the earth, symbolizing 
God's watchful oversight and diligence regarding the state of His creation. This active movement, "to 
walk to and fro," implies a thorough inspection of the world, indicating God's omniscience in 
understanding the affairs of nations and the condition of His people. This assurance provides the 
audience with a sense of comfort, suggesting that God is not distant but fully engaged in the realities of 
their circumstances, reinforcing that His judgment and protection are always at play.

Zechariah 1:11

Verse: "And they answered the angel of the LORD that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, 
We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at 
rest."

In this verse, the agents report back to the angel of the Lord, relaying their observations from their 
mission. The phrase "all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest" signifies a time of complacency or even 
indifference among the nations. This tranquility might be perceived as troubling, especially given the 
context of the Jewish remnant who had returned from exile and were eager for restoration and divine 
intervention in their plight. The stillness could also reflect a lack of righteousness among the nations, 
suggesting that they are uninspired to seek God. This report intensifies the need for God’s action and 
signals a divine reality that soon must shift, awakening the people to the urgency of their situation.

Zechariah 1:12

Verse: "Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou 
not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation 
these threescore and ten years?"



Here, the angel intercedes on behalf of the people, showing a deep concern for Jerusalem and Judah as 
they await restoration following decades of exile and suffering. The phrase "how long wilt thou not 
have mercy" reflects the angel's sorrow over the prolonged state of disfavor experienced by God's 
people. The reference to "these threescore and ten years" (seventy years) refers to the duration of the 
Babylonian captivity, serving as a poignant reminder of the pain endured during that time. This 
heartfelt plea conveys a sense of urgency, emphasizing that God’s merciful intervention is long 
overdue. It reinforces the idea of God’s covenant relationship with His people, highlighting their need 
for divine compassion and restoration.

Zechariah 1:13

Verse: "And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words and 
comfortable words."

This verse presents a reassuring moment where God responds positively to the angel's plea. The "good 
words and comfortable words" signify hope and promise, underscoring God's commitment to His 
people amidst their distress. This divine response not only addresses the immediate concerns but 
reinforces the notion that God is attentive to the cries for mercy and intervention. The comfort implied 
here is multifaceted; it acknowledges their suffering while simultaneously stoking the flames of hope 
for future restoration. God’s desire to communicate assurance signifies His faithfulness to His 
covenant, providing a foundation for the people to rebuild their faith and trust in Him.

Zechariah 1:14

Verse: "So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the 
LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy."

In this verse, the angel instructs Zechariah to proclaim a profound message revealing God’s emotional 
investment in Jerusalem and Zion. The phrase "I am jealous for Jerusalem" conveys a sense of 
protective passion akin to that of a loving spouse. This jealousy signifies God’s desire for His people to 
thrive and flourish spiritually, socially, and physically. The specific mention of both "Jerusalem" and 
"Zion" highlights God’s attachment to the central place of worship and spiritual identity for His people. 
Such divine jealousy establishes the reality that God is actively concerned about their welfare and 
future, further reassuring the community of His unyielding commitment to restoring them after their 
time of suffering.

Zechariah 1:15

Verse: "And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little 
displeased, and they helped forward the affliction."

In this verse, God expresses anger not only towards His own people but also towards the surrounding 
nations, referred to as "the heathen," who have been complacent while God's people suffer. God’s 
declaration of being “very sore displeased” emphasizes His emotional response to the injustices and ill-
treatment suffered by His people at the hands of those who were meant to represent judgment but 
instead contributed to their pain. The phrase "helped forward the affliction" indicates that rather than 



acting in justice, these nations exacerbated the difficulties faced by the Israelites during their time of 
difficulty. This dynamic illustrates God's holistic view of justice, emphasizing accountability for those 
outside His covenant as well as within, setting the stage for divine retribution and justice.

Zechariah 1:16

Verse: "Therefore thus saith the LORD; I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house 
shall be built in it, saith the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem."

In a powerful declaration of restoration, God assures the people of His return to Jerusalem, signaling a 
new chapter of mercies. The phrase "my house shall be built in it" emphasizes the monumental task of 
rebuilding the temple, a central symbol of God's presence among His people. This divine commitment 
reassures the exiles that their efforts will not be in vain, as God actively participates in their restoration. 
The mention of a “line” being stretched forth indicates not only the rebuilding of the temple but also 
God's divine blueprint for Jerusalem, illustrating a meticulous plan for His people’s future. This verse 
reflects God's unwavering promise to dwell among His people once more and to restore their identity 
and purpose.

Zechariah 1:17

Verse: "Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet be 
spread abroad; and the LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem."

In this concluding verse, God instructs Zechariah to continue proclaiming the message of hope and 
abundance. The phrase "My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad" emphasizes the 
promise of growth and blessing that will emerge from Jerusalem, signifying a future where the 
blessings extend far beyond the city itself. The repeated assertions of God’s intent to "comfort Zion" 
and "yet choose Jerusalem" bolster the community's spirit, indicating that despite their current 
hardships, God remains committed to their revival and selection as His chosen people. This declaration 
encourages the people to have faith in God’s ultimate plan for restoration, fostering unity and 
determination among them to rebuild and restore the community according to His divine will.

CHAPTER 2:

Zechariah 2:1

"I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold a man with a measuring line in his hand."

In this opening verse, the prophet Zechariah describes a vision where he is granted the ability to 
perceive a man, symbolizing perhaps an angelic messenger or a divine figure, who is holding a 
measuring line. This imagery is rich with significance, as measuring is often associated with the 
construction and delineation of boundaries, cities, and the people of God. The act of measuring the land 
evokes themes of restoration and the establishment of order in what was once a disrupted and 
devastated Jerusalem. The prophet’s repeated lifting of his eyes indicates a readiness to receive 



revelation and guidance, and sets the stage for a divine message about the future of Jerusalem and its 
inhabitants.

Zechariah 2:2

"And said, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the 
breadth and what is the length thereof."

The inquiry posed by Zechariah reveals a sense of curiosity and engagement with the divine purpose at 
work. The man with the measuring line responds with a clear mission: to measure Jerusalem, the holy 
city that stands as a symbolic heart of God's promises to His people. This call to measure both the 
breadth and length suggests a comprehensive assessment of the city's dimensions, but it also serves to 
highlight Jerusalem's future significance and spiritual renewal. The act of measurement signifies God's 
intention to reclaim and redefine the boundaries of His chosen people, emphasizing a restoration of 
identity and faith. This moment underscores the importance of Jerusalem not only as a physical 
location but as a spiritual center of hope and divine presence.

Zechariah 2:3

"And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went out to meet 
him."

In this verse, we see a dynamic interaction between celestial beings, as one angelic figure approaches 
the measuring man, while another angel departs to engage with him. This exchange can be viewed as a 
representation of God’s omnipresence and the orchestration of heavenly messages and actions. The 
movement of the angels illustrates that the work of God is both intentional and communal, relying on a 
network of divine agents. The arrival of the second angel indicates that the measuring process is of 
great importance and may require further revelation or clarification about what is to come. This 
celestial encounter adds layers to the prophetic vision, suggesting that God’s plans for Jerusalem are 
being carefully monitored and fulfilled by His spiritual emissaries.

Zechariah 2:4

"And said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns 
without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein."

The directive given to the angel to communicate with the young man (often understood as Zechariah) 
conveys a profound message of hope regarding the future of Jerusalem. The imagery of Jerusalem 
being inhabited like towns without walls signifies a radical transformation from a place once marked 
by destruction and siege to one that embodies abundance and safety. The absence of walls suggests that 
Jerusalem will expand beyond its previous boundaries, flourishing with a multitude of people and 
livestock. This conveys the idea of divine protection and the promise of prosperity, where God's chosen 
people will reside in safety, free from the fears that had once beset them. The vision promotes the idea 
of an open and welcoming city, reflecting the inclusiveness of God's kingdom.



Zechariah 2:5

"For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the 
midst of her."

In this verse, the Lord assures His people that He will be their protective presence, likened to a "wall of 
fire" that surrounds them. This powerful imagery evokes both protection and divine power. A wall is 
traditionally a symbol of security, but here it is enhanced by the element of fire, which speaks to God's 
purifying and consuming nature. The promise that God will be "the glory in the midst of her" 
emphasizes that His presence will not only safeguard the city but will also manifest His holiness and 
majesty within its boundaries. This speaks to the intended restoration of Jerusalem not only as a 
physical entity but as a place where God's glory dwells and where His people can experience the 
fullness of His blessings.

Zechariah 2:6

"Hoe, hoe, come forth, and flee from the land of the north, saith the LORD: for I have spread 
you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, saith the LORD."

The call to "hoe, hoe" can be understood as a summons to attention, urging the exiled people to return 
from the north, where many had been carried away due to previous conquests. The directive conveys a 
sense of urgency, encouraging the Jewish exiles to abandon their detached state and come back to their 
homeland. The reference to being "spread abroad as the four winds of heaven" suggests that the people 
have been dispersed far and wide, but it also implies that God's power is at work as He gather His 
people back. This verse encapsulates a theme of restoration and return, portraying God not only as the 
sovereign who scattered His people in judgment but also as a loving Shepherd who calls them back into 
fellowship and security within their land.

Zechariah 2:7

"Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon."

This verse serves as an admonition to Zion, representing the people of God, to emancipate themselves 
from their present spiritual captivity. "Zion" embodies the ideal of God’s chosen people and carries 
connotations of hope and redemption. The phrase "that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon" speaks 
to a condition of compromise and entanglement with worldly influences, symbolized by Babylon, 
historically associated with oppression and idolatry. The call to deliver oneself emphasizes the 
responsibility of the people to respond to God's call for restoration actively. It is a clarion call to 
recognize their true identity and to break free from the bonds of sin and alienation, reinforcing the 
message of God’s deliverance and redemption.

Zechariah 2:8

"For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which 
spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye."



In this verse, the Lord asserts His protective stance over Jerusalem and her people, demonstrating both 
care and authority. The phrase "the apple of his eye" illustrates the deep value and special affection God 
has for His people, highlighting the notion that any act against them is akin to an assault on the Lord 
Himself. The assurance that the nations which have harmed Israel will face divine retribution 
underscores God's commitment to justice. The reference to being sent after "the glory" suggests a 
mission guided by divine authority and purpose — as God seeks to uphold His promises, He reassures 
His people that their suffering is taken seriously and that justice will ultimately prevail. This verse 
instills confidence in God's unwavering support and care for Zion.

Zechariah 2:9

"For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon them, and they shall be a spoil to their servants: and 
ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me."

Here, the Lord declares a vivid promise of divine intervention on behalf of His people. The imagery of 
shaking His hand signifies a powerful action that will bring about significant change in the fortunes of 
the nations that oppressed Israel. Their downfall is guaranteed, transforming them from oppressors into 
spoils for the servants of God. This act of retribution serves both as a warning to the oppressors and as 
a vindication for God's people, affirming that they will come to recognize that the Lord has indeed sent 
His messenger with authority. The assurance inherent in this verse fosters a sense of hope among the 
exiled Israelites, reminding them that their suffering is not in vain and that God is actively involved in 
their liberation.

Zechariah 2:10

"Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith 
the LORD."

Invoking joy and celebration, this verse is a jubilant proclamation that highlights the imminent 
presence of God among His people. The invitation to "sing and rejoice" emphasizes that God is not just 
offering a distant promise but is personally engaging with Zion, reinforcing their hope and identity. The 
assurance of God's dwelling in their midst signifies restoration and intimacy, suggesting that the former 
desolation will be replaced by a profound sense of community with the Divine. This verse encapsulates 
the hope that defines the prophet's vision — a hope that transcends their past suffering and looks 
forward to a future where God will be tangibly present with His people, resulting in an outpouring of 
joy and fulfillment.

Zechariah 2:11

"And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people: and I will 
dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee."

In this verse, the prophet proclaims a radical expansion of God's covenant community. The inclusion of 
"many nations" signifies that God's salvation and promise are not limited to Israel alone but extend to 
all who seek Him. This profound inclusivity suggests a future where the barriers between God's chosen 
people and the nations are dismantled, revealing God's universal mission. The phrase "and shall be my 



people" emphasizes the personal relationship and commitment God desires with all who turn to Him. 
The promise of dwelling in their midst underscores the central theme of presence that runs throughout 
Zechariah's visions. As a result, the people will experience the confirmation of God's sending of the 
prophet, marking a pivotal moment of revelation and worship among diverse nations united in faith.

Zechariah 2:12

"And the LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem 
again."

This verse highlights God's commitment to reclaim and restore His people, specifically referring to 
Judah as His inheritance in the "holy land." The language of inheritance suggests a deep, familial bond 
between God and His people, affirming their identity as His chosen. The phrase "shall choose 
Jerusalem again" reinforces the idea that despite past calamities and exiles, God’s plans for Jerusalem 
remain intact. In a world filled with uncertainty, this assurance serves as a reminder that God 
continually honors His covenant and commitments. This promise evokes hope, asserting that Jerusalem 
will once again hold a central role in God's redemptive plan, standing as a beacon of His faithfulness to 
both Israel and the broader world.

Zechariah 2:13

"Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation."

The final verse in this chapter concludes with a call for reverence and silence before the Lord, 
signifying His enormous authority and majesty. "Be silent, O all flesh" invokes a sense of awe, 
suggesting that in the presence of God’s holiness, all must recognize His sovereignty. This call to 
silence reflects the profound transformation taking place; it prepares the hearts and minds of the people 
to receive the fullness of God’s plans as He rises from His holy habitation. The evocation of God’s 
habitation symbolizes His divine throne and His active involvement in human affairs. This ending 
serves as both a solemn warning and a clarion call to acknowledge God's forthcoming deeds, 
encouraging Israel to be attentive to His voice and to await the fulfillment of His promises.

These reflections on each verse of Zechariah Chapter 2 illustrate the intricate layers of meaning found 
within the text, revealing the themes of restoration, hope, divine presence, and God’s unwavering 
commitment to His people.

CHAPTER 3:

Zechariah 3:1

"And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan 
standing at his right hand to resist him."

In this verse, the prophetic vision commences, presenting Joshua, the high priest, in a position of 
spiritual significance as he stands before the angel of the Lord. This setting underscores the importance 
of leadership within the community of Israel, emphasizing Joshua’s role as a mediator between God 



and His people. His standing before the angel signifies a direct connection to divine authority and 
judgment. However, the presence of Satan at Joshua's right hand introduces an element of conflict and 
accusation, as Satan traditionally represents the adversary and accuser in Scripture. His role here is to 
resist or oppose Joshua, symbolizing the spiritual challenges that leaders face, particularly in their quest 
for righteousness and the ability to intercede on behalf of the people.

Zechariah 3:2

"And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen 
Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?"

God directly engages with Satan, rebuking him and asserting divine authority over the situation. This 
rebuke not only serves as a powerful reminder of God’s sovereignty but also highlights His choice of 
Jerusalem and its high priest, Joshua. The phrase "a brand plucked out of the fire" refers to deliverance 
from destruction, indicating that Joshua, despite any failings or accusations against him, has been 
divinely rescued for a purpose. The imagery evokes a sense of grace where God’s protective hand 
preserves His people, symbolizing hope and restoration. This also sets a precedent for understanding 
that while challenges and accusations from the enemy may abound, God stands firm as a protector and 
advocate for those He has chosen.

Zechariah 3:3

"Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel."

This verse paints a vivid picture of Joshua’s garments, described as filthy, which symbolizes the state of 
sin or unrighteousness. Filthy garments represent impurity and the weight of iniquity that contrasts 
sharply with the holiness required to stand in the presence of God. The imagery suggests a deeper 
spiritual condition, one that can resonate with the human experience of guilt and shame. Joshua’s 
position before the angel illustrates the reality of humanity's shortcomings, where even those in sacred 
roles may grapple with sin. It serves as a poignant reminder of the need for cleansing and 
righteousness, setting the stage for the subsequent divine action that addresses this brokenness.

Zechariah 3:4

"And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy 
garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, 
and I will clothe thee with change of raiment."

In response to Joshua’s unworthiness, the angel acts decisively, commanding that the filthy garments be 
removed. This action symbolizes purification and forgiveness, emphasizing that God's mercy triumphs 
over condemnation. When the angel declares that Joshua’s iniquity has been lifted, it underscores the 
transformative power of divine grace. The promise of a "change of raiment" signifies not only the 
removal of sin but also the bestowal of righteousness and a new identity. This signifies a fresh start and 
restoration for Joshua and, by extension, the people he represents. It encapsulates the redemptive 
narrative of the gospel, illustrating how God cleanses and restores those who turn to Him, regardless of 
their past.



Zechariah 3:5

"And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and 
clothed him with garments. And the angel of the Lord stood by."

With the removal of Joshua's filthy garments and the impartation of new clothing, Zechariah calls for a 
"fair mitre" to be placed on Joshua's head, symbolizing renewed honor and authority. The mitre, or 
headdress, is a sign of high priestly dignity, marking Joshua's restored role in service to God. The act of 
dressing him appropriately signifies acceptance and the reinstatement of his position as spiritual leader. 
The presence of the angel of the Lord alongside this transformation underscores divine validation of 
Joshua’s new status. This scene presents a powerful metaphor of how God not only forgives but also 
elevates His people, equipping them for service and leadership in His plan.

Zechariah 3:6

"And the angel of the Lord protested unto Joshua, saying,"

Here, the narrative shifts to a more direct communication from the angel of the Lord to Joshua, 
signaling a solemn declaration or covenantal promise. The use of the word "protested" indicates the 
seriousness with which God views His relationship with His people and the responsibilities placed 
upon Joshua as high priest. This moment carries significant weight, suggesting that the following 
instructions or commissions will be critical for the future of Jerusalem and the broader community of 
faith. It serves as a reminder that divine guidance is always contingent upon faithfulness and obedience, 
and it emphasizes the importance of listening to God’s voice in one’s calling.

Zechariah 3:7

"Thus saith the Lord of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, 
then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to 
walk among these that stand by."

In this directive from the Lord, the conditional statement outlines the expectations placed upon Joshua: 
his faithfulness is pivotal for the fulfillment of his divine assignment. "Walking in my ways" implies a 
commitment to God's law and standards, while "keeping my charge" relates to diligently overseeing the 
spiritual matters of the community. The promise of being able to judge God's house and keep His courts 
is a significant honor, indicating that his faithfulness will lead to greater authority and responsibility. 
The reference to "places to walk among these that stand by" suggests a divine invitation into the 
heavenly realm where God’s servants dwell, signifying fellowship with the Almighty and His heavenly 
host. This verse emphasizes the reciprocal nature of the believer's relationship with God—faithful 
obedience begets greater opportunities for divine service.

Zechariah 3:8

"Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men 
wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the Branch."



In this verse, God brings collective attention to Joshua and his companions, recognizing them as 'men 
wondered at,' which indicates their significance in God's plan despite their human limitations. This 
acknowledgment serves to bolster the spirits of the leaders and encourages them amidst their daunting 
tasks. The mention of "my servant the Branch" introduces a prophetic element, pointing toward the 
coming Messiah. The Branch imagery evokes hope for restoration and underscores God's promise to 
redeem His people. It connects the current leadership with the future fulfillment of God's redemptive 
plan through Christ, establishing a continuity of God’s covenant promises from the past to their 
ultimate realization.

Zechariah 3:9

"For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, 
I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that 
land in one day."

This verse employs rich symbolism as it introduces "the stone" laid before Joshua. The imagery of the 
stone with seven eyes suggests completeness and divine insight, representing God’s omniscience and 
watchfulness over His people. The engraving on the stone indicates a permanent reminder of God's 
intentions for restoration. The declaration that He will remove the iniquity of the land in one day 
expresses the immediacy of divine action and the power of grace, emphasizing that God is capable of 
turning the tide of judgment toward mercy. This promise encapsulates the hope of complete spiritual 
renewal, foreshadowing the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus, who would take upon Himself the sins of many 
in a singular act of redemption.

Zechariah 3:10

"In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, shall ye call every man his neighbor under the vine and 
under the fig tree."

The chapter concludes with a vision of peace and community, indicating a future time of tranquility 
when individuals will dwell in safety and abundance, symbolized by the vine and fig tree—traditional 
images of prosperity and security in Israel. The phrase "shall ye call every man his neighbor" suggests 
restoration not only spiritually but also relationally, where trust and fellowship flourish among God’s 
people. This promise offers a glimpse of the Messianic age characterized by divine blessing and social 
harmony, envisioning a communal life where individuals are free to enjoy the fruits of the land without 
fear. It encapsulates the overarching theme of restoration throughout the chapter, reinforcing the hope 
that God will renew His people and their land, enabling a future marked by peace and righteousness.

CHAPTER 4:

Verse 1:

Zechariah 4:1: "And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is 
wakened out of his sleep."



In this verse, we find the prophet Zechariah experiencing a profound spiritual encounter as he is stirred 
from a state akin to slumber. This moment signifies divine intervention, with the angel representing a 
messenger of God awakening Zechariah to important truths and visions. The imagery of waking from 
sleep emphasizes the need for spiritual alertness—a theme that resonates deeply throughout scripture. 
This awakening could symbolize the initial call to renewal and awareness of God’s purposes amidst the 
challenges that the people of Israel face during the rebuilding of the temple after the Babylonian exile. 
It sets the stage for the revelations that follow, indicating that Zechariah is being prepared to receive 
insight into God's plans and promises for His people.

Verse 2:

Zechariah 4:2: "And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a 
candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to 
the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof."

Here, the angel inquires about what Zechariah sees, prompting an important visual revelation. 
Zechariah describes a golden candlestick (or lampstand) with a bowl on top, seven lamps, and seven 
pipes corresponding to the lamps. This imagery is rich in meaning: the candlestick symbolizes God's 
presence, being reminiscent of the menorah in the temple, which represents the light of God's truth and 
guidance for Israel. The bowl and the lamps depict a continuous supply of oil, which is crucial for light
—suggesting that God continually provides for His people. The seven lamps signify the perfect and 
complete illumination provided by the Lord, since seven is a number representing completeness in 
biblical terms. This visual serves as a metaphor for the spiritual renewal and hope that God offers to 
His people through His Spirit.

Verse 3:

Zechariah 4:3: "And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the 
left side thereof."

In this verse, Zechariah notices two olive trees flanking the golden candlestick, emphasizing the source 
of oil that fuels the lamps. Olive trees are significant in the Bible, often representing peace, prosperity, 
and anointing. The positioning of the trees—one on the right and one on the left—suggests a divine 
provision that is rich and abundant, as olives produce oil used for lighting lamps and anointing. This 
imagery not only reinforces the notion of God’s sustenance and providential care for His people but 
also underscores the importance of the anointing of the Spirit in accomplishing God's work. The 
presence of these trees indicates that God's power and presence support His people, guiding them as 
they undertake the monumental task of rebuilding the temple and renewing their covenant relationship 
with Him.

Verse 4:

Zechariah 4:4: "So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my 
lord?"



Zechariah, still processing the vision of the candlestick and the olive trees, seeks clarity from the angel 
regarding their significance. His question reflects a humble posture of inquiry, demonstrating the 
prophet's desire to understand the divine message being communicated to him. The use of "my lord" 
indicates a respectful acknowledgment of the angel’s authority and wisdom. Zechariah’s inquiry serves 
as an important aspect of prophetic revelation; it illustrates the relationship between divine instruction 
and human understanding. This verse marks a moment of connection between the prophet and the 
angel, showcasing the necessary dialogue that takes place in order for heavenly wisdom to be imparted 
to the earthly realm. It highlights how understanding God's plans requires active engagement and a 
yearning for revelation.

Verse 5:

Zechariah 4:5: "Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not 
what these be? And I said, No, my lord."

The angel's response to Zechariah's question reveals both astonishment and a sense of urgency; he is 
surprised that Zechariah does not already understand the meaning of the vision. This interaction 
underscores the expectation that God's people, especially those in leadership roles, should be attuned to 
His workings and signs. Zechariah’s admission of ignorance serves as a profound moment of humility, 
recognizing that not all understanding is inherent and that revelation is often granted through divine 
means. It reflects the broader theme of dependence on God’s wisdom for insight, especially in times of 
uncertainty. This exchange also sets up the need for further explanation, indicating that the messages 
conveyed in visions hold layers of meaning that require careful unpacking.

Verse 6:

Zechariah 4:6: "Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord unto 
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."

In this pivotal verse, the angel imparts a critical message from the Lord to Zerubbabel, the governor of 
Judah. He emphasizes that the monumental tasks ahead—specifically the rebuilding of the temple—
will not be accomplished through human strength ("might") or military power ("power"), but through 
the enabling of God's Spirit. This declaration speaks volumes about the nature of divine assistance; it 
encourages reliance on God's supernatural empowerment rather than mere human effort. It also signals 
a shift in thinking for the returning exiles, reminding them that their restoration is not merely a product 
of their capabilities but a testament to God's faithfulness and intervention. The mention of "the Lord of 
hosts" emphasizes God's authority over all creation, including the spiritual forces at work. This 
assurance invites faith and trust in God's plan, promising that He will supply the necessary strength 
through His Spirit.

Verse 7:

Zechariah 4:7: "Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he 
shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it."



This verse contains a powerful declaration against any obstacles Zerubbabel might face—symbolized 
by a "great mountain." The rhetorical question challenges the perceived might of the mountain, 
asserting that it will be flattened before Zerubbabel. This imagery serves to instill confidence and hope 
in the leadership and the people as they undertake the work of rebuilding the temple. The prophetic 
promise indicates that God’s purpose will prevail despite significant challenges, transforming what 
seems insurmountable into opportunities for demonstration of His grace. The mention of the 
"headstone" refers to the capstone or final piece of the temple, symbolizing completion and God's 
fulfillment of His promises. The anticipated joy and celebration, encapsulated in the shouts of "Grace, 
grace unto it," highlight the glorious acknowledgment of God's mercy and favor in the completion of 
His work.

Verse 8:

Zechariah 4:8: "Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,"

This verse serves as a transition, indicating a continuation of God's message to Zechariah. The phrase 
"the word of the Lord" signifies the importance of divine revelation and the certainty with which God 
speaks. This moment emphasizes the ongoing communication between God and His prophet, 
reaffirming the idea that prophetic understanding is not a one-off event but a continuous process that 
unfolds as God reveals His will. It invites the reader to anticipate further instructions and insights that 
will equip the people for the tasks ahead. The chapter's progression underscores the intimate 
relationship God desires to have with His people, where His guidance and encouragement come 
through direct words from Him, ensuring that they are reminded of His presence and inescapable 
sovereignty over their circumstances.

Verse 9:

Zechariah 4:9: "The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also 
finish it; and thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you."

In this verse, God affirms the pivotal role of Zerubbabel in the construction of the temple, highlighting 
that his initial efforts in laying the foundation will come to completion under his own hands. This 
reassurance serves to fortify Zerubbabel’s leadership and commitment, assuring both him and the 
people that what they have begun will reach fruition through God's guidance. The promise is not only 
about the physical structure of the temple but also signifies God’s faithfulness to His covenant and His 
active presence among His people. The affirmation that they will know the Lord of hosts has sent the 
angel reinforces the importance of recognizing divine authority in the progression of their work. It acts 
as a reminder that every achievement is undergirded by divine will and purpose, also serving to inspire 
faith and cooperation among the community as they proceed with the project.

Verse 10:

Zechariah 4:10: "For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see 
the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to 
and fro through the whole earth."



This verse encourages the people not to belittle the significance of "small things," reminding them that 
all beginnings—no matter how humble—are essential in God's grand design. This statement serves as a 
motivation for the tasks before them, addressing potential discouragement amongst the exiles who may 
have seen their efforts as inadequate compared to the grandeur of the past temple. The "plummet" 
symbolizes the tools of construction and signifies that Zerubbabel will have the resources and support 
needed to complete the temple. The mention of "those seven"—referring back to the seven lamps—
points to the all-seeing presence of God and His continual oversight in their endeavors. It reinforces the 
theme that God's eyes are always watchful, attending to His people throughout the earth. This 
acknowledgment of God's vigilance offers comfort and assurance, as it conveys that divine support is 
available in their undertaking, no matter how small their initial steps may seem.

Verse 11:

Zechariah 4:11: "Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right 
side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof?"

In this verse, Zechariah exhibits an eagerness to understand further, returning to his curiosity about the 
two olive trees. His persistent questioning highlights the importance of seeking understanding in the 
face of divine mysteries. By framing his question in the context of the candlestick, Zechariah connects 
the olive trees to the earlier vision, emphasizing their significance in the symbolism of the holy 
lampstand. This inward dialogue underscores the role of human inquiry in the process of revelation, 
reminding believers today that questioning and seeking knowledge from God is an integral part of faith. 
It reflects a desire not only to understand the symbols but also to grasp the associated divine assurances 
and implications for the community. Moreover, this verse keeps the momentum of the vision alive, 
emphasizing the need for continued communion and clarity in recognizing God's active role in their 
restoration.

Verse 12:

Zechariah 4:12: "And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches which 
through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves?"

In this verse, Zechariah further delves into the symbolism of the vision, asking specifically about the 
olive branches that convey oil from the olive trees to the lamps. His inquiry reflects a deepening 
understanding of the vision and a willingness to engage with its complexities. The olive branches 
symbolize the flow of God’s Spirit and the abundant provisions necessary for the temple’s illumination, 
signifying a consistent empowerment for the tasks at hand. By highlighting that the oil is being emptied 
out "of themselves," it underscores the idea of outpouring grace and the readiness of God to supply 
what is needed for His work. This question also invites the angel to reveal more about the relationship 
between the trees, the oil, and the lamps, further exploring how divine resources are made available to 
His people. Zechariah's curiosity reflects an active engagement in understanding God’s purposes, 
modeling for believers the necessity of seeking deeper truths about God’s provision.



Verse 13:

Zechariah 4:13: "And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my 
lord."

The angel's response echoes a similar sentiment to an earlier exchange, indicating astonishment at 
Zechariah's lack of knowledge regarding the olive branches and their significance. This repeat instance 
emphasizes the importance of being attuned to the spiritual workings of God and the collective 
understanding of the people concerning divine truths. Zechariah’s admission of ignorance carries 
weight in the narrative, illustrating the reality that prophetic insight often requires divine revelation. His 
humility in admitting his lack of understanding mirrors the posture every believer should take when 
approaching God's mysteries. In inviting further explanation, this verse sets the stage for the unfolding 
of deeper insights into the roles these elements play in God's overarching plan—as Zechariah's 
consistent pursuit of understanding keeps the dialogue alive between him and the divine messenger.

Verse 14:

Zechariah 4:14: "Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole 
earth."

The conclusion of this chapter reveals the identifying of the two olive trees as "the two anointed ones" 
standing beside the Lord. This acknowledgment imbues the vision with a clear prophetic significance, 
illuminating the roles of these figures in God's plan. Traditionally, these anointed ones are understood 
to represent Zerubbabel and Joshua, the high priest, symbolizing both civil and spiritual leadership in 
the post-exilic restoration of Israel. Their anointing signifies being set apart for God’s purposes and 
reflects the divine empowerment that comes from standing in His presence. This verse reinforces the 
themes of divine favor and support as God re-establishes His people. Identifying them as "standing by 
the Lord of the whole earth" also emphasizes God’s sovereignty and the global implications of His 
redemptive work. It reassures the people that their leaders are backed by divine authority, urging them 
to embrace their roles with confidence as instrumental in ushering in God’s plan for restoration and 
renewal.

This detailed analysis of Zechariah 4 explores the layers of meaning within each verse, demonstrating 
the themes of divine provision, spiritual empowerment, and the importance of understanding and 
engaging with God's plans.

CHAPTER 5:

Zechariah 5:1

"I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a flying roll."

In this opening verse, the prophet Zechariah describes a vivid vision that captures his attention: a 
"flying roll." The image of a roll (or scroll) in the air suggests a message that is dynamic and ready to 
be delivered. The act of lifting his eyes indicates a divine prompting, as Zechariah is engaged in a 
spiritual experience, moving beyond the mundane world into the realm of the prophetic. The scroll 



symbolizes communication from God, perhaps a record of laws or decrees. The imagery of flying also 
hints at speed and urgency, suggesting that the message contained within this roll is of immediate 
significance to the people of Israel. This sets the stage for the unfolding of God’s intentions towards sin 
and righteousness among His people.

Zechariah 5:2

"And he said unto me, What seest thou? And I answered, I see a flying roll; the length thereof is twenty 
cubits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits."

As the vision continues, the angelic interpreter asks Zechariah what he sees, prompting him to 
articulate his observation. Zechariah’s response is precise, describing the dimensions of the scroll—
twenty cubits long and ten cubits wide. These measurements are significant; they suggest that this 
scroll is large and visible, symbolizing an authoritative proclamation that cannot be ignored. The 
specific dimensions may also reflect the standards of justice and righteousness detailed within, as the 
scroll likely contains God's laws or judgments. This emphasizes the weight and seriousness of the 
message, which is not only institutional but also deeply personal, affecting the lives of individuals who 
encounter it.

Zechariah 5:3

"Then said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over the face of the whole earth: for every one 
that stealeth shall be cut off as on this side according to it; and every one that sweareth shall be cut off 
as on that side according to it."

In this verse, the angel reveals the crucial significance of the flying roll: it embodies a "curse" that 
spreads across the entirety of the earth. This broadened scope indicates the universal nature of God’s 
judgment, particularly regarding the sins of theft and false swearing. The duality in the curse—one for 
stealing and one for swearing falsely—highlights specific violations of divine law that provoke God’s 
anger. Both offenses are significant in Hebrew culture, undermining community integrity and trust. The 
phrase "cut off" suggests severe consequences, potentially including exile or death, reflecting the grave 
outcomes of transgressing God’s commands. Thus, this verse serves as a powerful warning about the 
pervasive consequences of sin, underscoring a call to holiness and accountability.

Zechariah 5:4

"I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, and it shall enter into the house of the thief, and into the 
house of him that sweareth falsely by my name: and it shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall 
consume it with the timber thereof and the stones thereof."

Here, God declares His intention to enact the judgment foretold in the scroll. The phrase "I will bring it 
forth" indicates a proactive divine measure to address wrongdoing, suggesting that these judgments are 
not merely passive threats but active enactments of justice. The scroll will intrude upon and dwell 
within the homes of wrongdoers, symbolizing the inescapability of God’s judgment that penetrates 
even the most private spaces. The catastrophic imagery of destruction consuming "the timber" and "the 
stones" of their houses conveys the totality of judgment; entire households marked by iniquity cannot 



escape the dire repercussions. This verse serves as a stark reminder of the inevitable consequences of 
sin, emphasizing that no one is exempt from accountability before God.

Zechariah 5:5

"Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what 
is this that goeth forth."

In this verse, the angel’s command to Zechariah to lift his eyes again signifies a shift in the vision and 
invites further revelation. The urgency suggested by "now" emphasizes the importance of 
understanding what is about to be shown. This prompts a deeper exploration of the vision, indicating 
that God’s message is multi-faceted. The angel acts as a mediator of divine insight, encouraging 
Zechariah to remain attentive and engaged with the unfolding theological narrative. The expectation 
that something significant will "go forth" infers that the vision has not concluded but will continue to 
reveal essential truths about God’s plans for Israel and their moral state.

Zechariah 5:6

"And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah that goeth forth. He said moreover, This is their 
resemblance throughout all the earth."

In this verse, Zechariah indicates his curiosity and eagerness to understand the next part of the vision. 
The angel identifies what Zechariah sees as an "ephah," which is a measure used for grain, signifying 
trade and commerce. The ephah symbolizes the economic practices of the people and can be viewed as 
a representation of societal norms and values. The statement "This is their resemblance throughout all 
the earth" indicates that this ephah mirrors the corrupt practices that are prevalent in society. This 
connection emphasizes how moral failures are often reflected in economic and social systems, 
suggesting that the sins of theft and false oaths extend beyond individual actions into the larger cultural 
fabric. This serves as a foundational insight into the broader implications of personal sin on a 
communal level.

Zechariah 5:7

"And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the 
ephah."

Continuing the vision, the prophet describes a "talent of lead" being elevated, which signifies 
weightiness and gravity, and the emergence of a woman sitting in the center of the ephah. The lead 
symbolizes a heavy burden or judgment, indicating that something substantial will be revealed. The 
presence of the woman is particularly intriguing; she may represent the embodiment of wickedness or 
corruption, suggesting that the immoral practices symbolized by the ephah are personified in her. The 
woman sitting implies a position of influence or authority that has vacated righteousness. This imagery 
hints at the connection between systemic corruption and individual culpability within society, 
suggesting that the underlying sin is not only pervasive but also organized.



Zechariah 5:8

"And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of 
lead upon the mouth thereof."

The angel explicitly identifies the woman as "wickedness," aligning her with the sinful practices that 
have become entrenched within the community. By casting her into the ephah and placing a lead 
weight upon it, the action signifies a divine judgment that confines and suppresses wickedness, 
demonstrating God's intention to render sin powerless and unmanageable. This act of enclosure 
suggests that there is a limit to the tolerance of evil within God's creation; it will not prevail 
indefinitely. The weight of lead symbolizes not only the severity of judgment but also the seriousness 
with which God treats sin, emphasizing that wickedness will ultimately be judged and cannot operate 
freely among the people. 

Zechariah 5:9

"Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came out two women, and the wind was in 
their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth 
and the heaven."

In this verse, Zechariah witnesses two women emerging from the scene, now carrying the ephah away. 
The description of their wings aligns them with speed and a divine purpose. Storks are often associated 
with cleanliness and transformation, which may symbolize the removal of corruption from the land. 
The transportation of the ephah "between the earth and heaven" implies a transitional state, suggesting 
that God's judgment is not just earthly but holds significance in the supernatural domain as well. This 
dynamic action serves as a divinely orchestrated effort to distance the nation from the sin represented 
by the ephah, representing a cleansing or purging of moral pollution from the community.

Zechariah 5:10

"Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah?"

Here, Zechariah’s curiosity leads him to question the angel about the destination of the ephah. His 
inquiry shows a desire to understand the full implications of the vision. The mention of the ephah being 
borne away signals a transition, indicating that the fate of sin is being determined. This question 
reflects the hope of the people to see evil removed from their midst, revealing a deep longing for 
restoration and righteousness. It also signifies that the judgment carried out is purposeful and directed, 
not arbitrary, emphasizing that there is an objective to God’s dealings with sin—namely, to eradicate it 
from His people entirely.

Zechariah 5:11

"And he said unto me, To build it an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set 
there upon her own base."

The conclusion of this chapter provides clarity regarding the fate of the ephah. The angel explains that 
it will be transported to the land of Shinar, which represents Babylon—a land historically associated 



with idolatry and corruption. The act of building a house for the ephah indicates a permanent 
establishment of wickedness in a specific location, serving as a symbolic gesture of God's judgment 
against sin but also a foreshadowing that it will remain confined to this area. The phrase “set upon her 
own base” implies foundations rooted in unrighteousness, showing that while God deals with sin, it 
often has a persistent nature, suggesting that the temptation to sin is an ongoing challenge for the 
faithful. This final verse brings the vision to a close, encapsulating the themes of judgment, removal, 
and the lasting implications of wickedness. 

This chapter of Zechariah powerfully conveys themes of judgment, accountability, and the persistent 
nature of sin, urging the audience to foster righteousness and integrity within their lives and their 
community.

CHAPTER 6:

Zechariah 6:1

Verse: "And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four chariots out 
from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass."

In this opening verse of Zechariah chapter 6, the prophet continues his series of visions. The imagery of 
the four chariots emerging from between two brass mountains is rich with symbolism. The brass 
mountains likely represent strength and stability, indicating that the events about to unfold are divinely 
ordained and powerful. The chariots can symbolize God's judgment and the swift execution of His will 
upon the earth. Here, Zechariah's act of turning and lifting up his eyes suggests a moment of revelation 
and readiness to witness God's plan for Israel. This introduction sets the stage for the themes of divine 
authority and the unfolding of God's providential acts.

Zechariah 6:2

Verse: "In the first chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses;"

The specific colors of the horses in the first two chariots introduce a division in the overall message of 
this vision. The red horses may symbolize war, bloodshed, and the tumult of conflict, often associated 
with God's judgment on sin. On the other hand, the black horses may represent famine or desolation, 
drawing from the biblical connotations of darkness and the absence of light. This verse lays the 
foundation for understanding the various aspects of God's governance over nations and events. Each 
chariot hints at a different facet of divine influence and judgment upon the earth, preparing the reader 
for the unfolding narrative of each horse's journey.

Zechariah 6:3

Verse: "And in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay horses."

The introduction of the third chariot with white horses adds an element of triumph, purity, and victory, 
often associated with divine favor and the triumph of righteousness. Conversely, the grisled and bay 
horses in the fourth chariot may evoke a sense of mixture—perhaps of mercy and judgment or a more 



complex deployment of divine strategies. The presence of both light and dark colors suggests the 
multifaceted nature of God's dealings with humanity. The inclusion of these diverse horse colors 
emphasizes the sovereign control that God has over different situations—victories, judgments, and the 
conditions that lead nations toward renewal or decline.

Zechariah 6:4

Verse: "Then I answered and said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these, my lord?"

In this verse, Zechariah, demonstrating humility and inquisitiveness, directly engages with the angelic 
being guiding him through the vision. His question reflects a desire to comprehend the significance of 
the strange array of chariots and horses. This dialogue emphasizes the importance of divine revelation 
for understanding God's plans and purposes. Such inquiries highlight a positive portrayal of a seeker of 
truth, valuing knowledge just as much as prophetic vision. Zechariah's role as a prophet entails 
receiving wisdom and guidance from God, and his willingness to ask for clarification underscores the 
necessity of discernment in matters of faith.

Zechariah 6:5

Verse: "And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go 
forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth."

Here, the angel provides clarity regarding the nature of the chariots and horses, revealing them as "the 
four spirits of the heavens." This description shows that these entities are not just mere vehicles but are 
imbued with divine authority and purpose, sent forth by God Himself. The "four spirits" can be 
connected to the idea of God's governance over the entire earth, overseeing nations and guiding events 
according to His will. This verse illustrates the interconnectedness of heaven and earth, affirming that 
while earthly events may appear chaotic, they are under the sovereign control of God, promoting a 
sense of divine orchestration and order throughout history.

Zechariah 6:6

Verse: "The black horses which are therein go forth into the north country; and the white go forth after 
them; and the grisled go forth toward the south country."

The directionality of the chariots' movements signifies the mission assignments given to them. The 
black horses moving toward the north could symbolize judgment or calamity directed at regions known 
for their opposition to God’s people. Meanwhile, the white horses following might imply a subsequent 
purification or overcoming of that judgment, reflecting God’s eventual triumph. The grisled horses 
heading south suggest that judgment may also extend to other areas in the world. This verse reinforces 
the theme of God's orchestrated plan across different territories, illustrating how divine purpose can 
unfold in diverse geographical and historical contexts, highlighting an overarching narrative of God's 
control over human affairs.



Zechariah 6:7

Verse: "And the bay went forth, and sought to go that they might walk to and fro through the earth: and 
he said, Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. So they walked to and fro through the earth."

The bay horses' mission to “walk to and fro through the earth” indicates an active engagement in 
observation and possibly carrying out God's will. Their search for movement throughout the earth can 
symbolize God’s omnipresence and His vigilant oversight of humanity and its deeds. In biblical terms, 
this wandering can illustrate the assessment of human conduct in light of divine righteousness. The 
command to "get you hence" reinforces the idea that these entities are on a distinct mission—
discerning the state of the world—and their obedient action demonstrates the divine response to both 
righteousness and sin. This movement conveys a dynamic relationship where God continuously 
monitors and responds to the complexities of life on earth.

Zechariah 6:8

Verse: "Then cried he upon me, and spake unto me, saying, Behold, these that go toward the north 
country have quieted my spirit in the north country."

In this verse, the angel informs Zechariah that the chariots' journey is not merely an act of judgment but 
also a means of achieving peace in the northern regions. The phrase "have quieted my spirit" suggests 
that God's divine displeasure or unrest is abated, likely due to the enforcement of justice against those 
who have acted wickedly. This reveals a dual nature of God's governance: He brings both judgment and 
restoration, depending on the responses from nations and peoples. The north, often associated with 
threats to Israel, serves as a central theme in God's plans of regulation and response, showing how 
divine order can bring tranquility as well as correction. Thus, this verse encapsulates God’s desire for a 
world aligned with His will, where justice leads to peace.

Zechariah 6:9

Verse: "And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,"

This brief yet powerful verse indicates a critical transition. The phrase “the word of the Lord” signifies 
a direct communication from God, emphasizing the importance of His message for Zechariah and 
subsequently for the people of Israel. It establishes the authority of the following instruction, 
encouraging a readiness to receive divine guidance. This moment reinforces the prophetic tradition in 
Israel, where God continually interacts with His chosen vessels. It suggests a move from observation 
and reflection to action and instruction, prompting Zechariah to fulfill a unique role in the unfolding 
plan of restoration and hope for Israel.

Zechariah 6:10

Verse: "Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come from 
Babylon; and come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah;"

In this specific command, God directs Zechariah to take gifts from the exiles returning from Babylon, 
naming specific individuals associated with the Jewish remnant. This emphasizes the essential theme of 



restoration and rebuilding, particularly regarding God's covenant people. The act of gathering items 
from these returnees symbolizes the re-establishment of the community and faith. Coming alongside 
Josiah's household may underline the importance of leadership and the role of faithful families in the 
restoration process. This verse serves as an invitation for active participation in God's plans, 
underscoring that divine purposes often utilize the faithful and obedient in their execution.

Zechariah 6:11

Verse: "Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of 
Josedech, the high priest;"

God’s instruction to make crowns and place them on the head of Joshua, the high priest, serves as a 
powerful symbolic act that intertwines the roles of priest and king. This act officially designates Joshua 
as a leader endowed with authority, hinting at the Messianic figure who is both priest and king. 
Crowning Joshua underscores that God's plans for Israel involve the restoration of both spiritual and 
civil leadership, fostering unity under divine authority. This ceremonial act points toward the ultimate 
fulfillment found in Christ, who embodies both the priestly and kingly roles. Here, Zechariah’s actions 
foreshadow the future hope for Israel, merging their current reality with the divine promise of 
restoration and governance.

Zechariah 6:12

Verse: "And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose 
name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the 
Lord:"

This verse introduces a prophetic figure referred to as "The BRANCH," a title filled with rich 
theological significance. The term points to a future Messiah who will rise out of the lineage of David, 
signifying growth, restoration, and new beginnings. The emphasis on building the temple indicates a 
purposeful reclamation of a central place for divine worship and God's presence among His people. The 
Branch’s identity correlates with various Messianic prophecies in Scripture, revealing that this 
prophecy foreshadows Jesus Christ. The temple being constructed is not just a physical space but 
symbolizes God's restored relationship with humanity, highlighting hope amid exile and sorrow for the 
Jewish people.

Zechariah 6:13

Verse: "Even he shall build the temple of the Lord; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule 
upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between 
them both."

This powerful verse elaborates on the role of "The BRANCH" as both a king and a priest. Building the 
temple implies more than just architecture; it represents the establishment of a new order where God's 
glory dwells with His people. The dual position of ruling and priestly office indicates a unique and 
unprecedented authority, emphasizing a harmonious relationship between governance and worship. The 
"counsel of peace" signifies the promise of reconciliation and unity, meeting the needs of both God's 



people and divinely ordained leadership. This encapsulates God’s intention to restore not only the 
physical temple but also the relational dynamics with His people, ensuring that peace reigns in His 
kingdom.

Zechariah 6:14

Verse: "And the crowns shall be to Helem, and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of 
Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of the Lord."

The crowns that were crafted signify both honor and remembrance, given to specific individuals who 
played a role in the rebuilding efforts. By specifying these individuals, the verse illustrates the 
collective nature of restoration and acknowledges contributions from the synagogue community. The 
phrase “for a memorial” suggests that their faithfulness will endure in the temple's narrative. It serves 
as an encouragement to the returning exiles that their labor and dedication in rebuilding the temple will 
be remembered by God. This idea may evoke a communal identity, where all members of the 
community are recognized for their part in God's redemptive work, ultimately leading toward the 
fulfillment of His promises.

Zechariah 6:15

Verse: "And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the Lord; and ye shall know that 
the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the 
voice of the Lord your God."

The concluding verse of this chapter emphasizes inclusivity, signifying that those "that are far off" are 
not only the exiles returning from Babylon but also those outside the immediate covenant community. 
The call to build in the temple reinforces the invitation for community participation in God’s 
restoration plan. There’s a conditional clause at the end of the verse, revealing that this promise hinges 
on the people’s obedience to God's commands. It emphasizes a reciprocal relationship between God 
and His people; faithfulness and obedience are crucial for experiencing the fullness of God's promises. 
This interplay underscores a vibrant faith encompassing active participation in God's redemptive work. 
The message resonates with hope and responsibility, prodding the listeners to align themselves with 
God’s ongoing purposes.

In conclusion, Zechariah chapter 6 paints a vivid picture of God’s plans for Israel involving restoration, 
the coming of the Messiah, and the necessary obedience of His people. Each verse intricately weaves 
together themes of judgment, divine sovereignty, communal identity, and redemptive hope, culminating 
in a profound prophetic vision for God’s enduring covenant with His people.

CHAPTER 7:

Zechariah 7:1

"And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that the word of the LORD came unto 
Zechariah in the fourth day of the ninth month, even in Chisleu;"



In the fourth year of King Darius's reign, a pivotal moment unfolded when the Lord's word was 
communicated to Zechariah on the fourth day of the month of Chisleu. This period marks a time of 
spiritual introspection for the people of Israel, who had returned from Babylonian exile and were in the 
process of rebuilding both their community and their relationship with God. The mention of Darius as 
the reigning king situates the event historically, providing a backdrop of national governance that 
impacts the spiritual life of the people. Chisleu, falling in the late autumn, signifies a season often 
associated with reflection in the agricultural calendar, emphasizing the need for the people to pause and 
consider their spiritual state before the Lord.

Zechariah 7:2

"When they had sent unto the house of God Sherezer and Regemmelech, and their men, to pray 
before the LORD,"

Sherezer and Regemmelech, along with their companions, were sent to seek the Lord’s favor, 
indicating a proactive effort among the returning exiles to connect with their faith and the divine after 
years of disconnection. This delegation represents a sincere desire to understand God’s will and 
guidance amid their efforts to restore Jerusalem and its temple. Their act of prayer underscores the 
significance of seeking God’s input on their religious practices, especially as they navigate the 
complexities of re-establishing a communal identity after the trauma of exile. This movement towards 
prayer reflects a longing for reconnecting with God's promises and invoking His blessings on their 
endeavors.

Zechariah 7:3

"And to speak unto the priests which were in the house of the LORD of hosts, and to the 
prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done these so 
many years?"

The inquiry directed towards the priests and prophets reveals a critical moment of questioning 
regarding the significance of mourning practices established during the exile. The observance of grief 
during the fifth month, likely a reference to the destruction of the temple, holds deep meaning for the 
Israelites who have endured loss and destruction. The question posed, whether to continue these 
practices now that they have returned to the land, highlights the tension between remembrance of past 
sorrow and the call to embrace a new chapter of life in Jerusalem—a chapter of hope and restoration. 
This contemplation signifies the necessity for the leaders to reassess the relevancy of old rituals in light 
of current blessings and a renewed covenant with God.

Zechariah 7:4

"Then came the word of the LORD of hosts unto me, saying,"

In this verse, Zechariah introduces a divine response, indicating the direct communication from God 
that follows the people’s query. The phrase "the word of the LORD of hosts" emphasizes the 
sovereignty of God over all spiritual and earthly realities, affirming His authority and readiness to 
address the concerns of His people. This moment is significant as it assures the audience that their 



concerns are not overlooked; rather, they invite a response from the Almighty. It lays the groundwork 
for profound revelations concerning the nature of true worship and the expectations God has for His 
people, moving beyond ritualistic observance to a heart-centered relationship with Him.

Zechariah 7:5

"Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When ye fasted and mourned in 
the fifth and seventh month, even those seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to me?"

God’s question is piercing and introspective, serving as an indictment against the hollow observance of 
fasts during the years of exile. The directive to address both the people and the priests signifies that 
accountability rests with all of them; everyone is being called to examine their motives. The reference 
to the specific months and the duration of seventy years reflects a historical consciousness, reminding 
them that even in their mourning, their hearts may not have been directed towards God. This challenges 
the sincerity of their religious practices, implying that God desires not just ritual compliance but 
genuine worship and focus on Him. The verse exposes the danger of performing religious acts without 
true devotion and warns against substituting tradition for a heartfelt relationship with the Lord.

Zechariah 7:6

"And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did not ye eat for yourselves, and drink for 
yourselves?"

This rhetorical question underscores the self-centered nature of the Israelites' fasting and feasting 
practices. God is calling them to recognize that their religious observances had often been self-serving, 
lacking the intended acknowledgment of His sovereignty and blessings. The act of eating and drinking, 
which should signify communion with God, had devolved into merely fulfilling personal desires. This 
critique extends beyond dietary choices to encompass the broader principle of intention behind actions. 
It serves as a reminder that worship and ritual must be connected with a heart fully devoted to the Lord, 
carrying the implication that everything they do should ultimately honor Him, not simply themselves.

Zechariah 7:7

"Should ye not hear the words which the LORD hath cried by the former prophets, when 
Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosperity, and the cities thereof round about her, when men 
inhabited the south and the plain?"

In this verse, God admonishes the people to heed His previous messages conveyed through the 
prophets during Jerusalem's prosperous days. This is a call to memory, urging them to reflect on the 
prophetic warnings and guidance given in times of blessing and security. The contrast between the past 
prosperity and their current state reinforces the importance of having learned from their history. It 
serves as a reminder that the principles of justice, mercy, and true worship previously articulated by the 
prophets are timeless and still apply, regardless of their current struggles. It highlights God’s persistent 
desire for His people to align with His will and precepts, recognizing that their faithfulness would lead 
to restoration and favor in their present circumstances.



Zechariah 7:8

"And the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah, saying,"

The repetition of the phrase "the word of the LORD" continues to emphasize the importance and 
authority of God's messages delivered through the prophet. This transition indicates a continuity in 
God's communication, further illustrating how He is actively engaging with His people. It also reveals 
that the preceding admonitions and reflections were not merely past teachings but rather part of a living 
and dynamic dialogue between God and Israel. By invoking His word again, God is about to impart 
further wisdom and directives that will guide His people toward a deeper understanding of their 
covenant relationship with Him.

Zechariah 7:9

"Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, Saying, Execute true judgment, and show mercy and 
compassion every man to his brother:"

Here, God shifts the focus from ritualistic practice to the essence of what He desires from His people: 
justice, mercy, and compassion. The imperative to "execute true judgment" emphasizes the need for 
integrity and fairness within the community, urging the Israelites to uphold moral standards that reflect 
God’s character. "Show mercy and compassion" reinforces the relational aspect of their obligations to 
one another, highlighting the importance of community and empathy. This call reflects the core values 
of the covenant, illustrating that true worship is manifested not in mere religious observances but in 
ethical behavior and genuine concern for others. It compels the people to actively live out their faith 
through their actions, embodying the love and justice that God desires.

Zechariah 7:10

"And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you 
imagine evil against his brother in your heart."

God’s directive expands upon the themes of justice and compassion, articulating specific vulnerable 
groups that require protection: widows, orphans, strangers, and the poor. By including these groups, 
God underscores His commitment to social justice and reinforces the idea that a faithful community 
must safeguard those unable to protect themselves. Additionally, the admonition against harboring evil 
thoughts toward one another addresses the internal aspect of morality, stressing that true righteousness 
starts within the heart. This challenges the people to cultivate an inner disposition of love and equity, 
ensuring that their thoughts and actions align with the heart of God's commands. The focus on both 
external actions and internal attitudes highlights a holistic approach to righteousness, urging the people 
to embody genuine compassion in all facets of life.

Zechariah 7:11

"But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they 
should not hear."



This verse starkly highlights the people's resistance to God's call for repentance and righteousness. The 
imagery of "pulling away the shoulder" and "stopping their ears" signifies a deliberate act of defiance
—indicating strong opposition and a willful choice to ignore God’s pleadings. Their refusal to listen 
reveals a hardened heart, demonstrating how easily people can become desensitized to the spiritual 
truths they need to embrace. This rejection of divine instruction suggests a significant spiritual crisis 
among the Israelites, who, despite their return to the land, remain distant from a genuine relationship 
with God. It serves as a sobering reminder of the human tendency to resist divine correction and the 
dangers of complacency in faith.

Zechariah 7:12

"Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words 
which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great 
wrath from the LORD of hosts."

The description of the people’s hearts as “adamant stone” reveals their rigidness and unwillingness to 
be moved by God's message. This metaphor captures the seriousness of their rebellion, indicating a 
profound spiritual blindness that prevents them from responding to the law and prophetic words meant 
to guide them. The phrase indicates that their deliberate choice to resist God’s spirit can lead to dire 
consequences, culminating in "great wrath" from God. This wrath symbolizes not arbitrary punishment 
but rather the natural result of turning away from divine wisdom and protection. It serves as a sobering 
reminder that rejection of God’s voice and will can culminate in catastrophic repercussions, reinforcing 
the need for humility and responsiveness to divine instruction.

Zechariah 7:13

"Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried, and they would not hear; so they cried, and I 
would not hear, saith the LORD of hosts."

This verse presents a profound principle of spiritual law: the reciprocal nature of God's relationship 
with His people. The structure of this statement illustrates the futility of neglected communication—the 
people ignored God’s pleas; consequently, their cries for help were met with silence. This reflects the 
seriousness of divine justice and the covenant relationship, where God’s responsiveness is contingent 
upon the people’s willingness to heed His voice. The repetition emphasizes a tragic cycle of turning 
away from God and experiencing distance from Him in return. It serves as a pivotal lesson that 
cultivating a responsive heart toward God's calls will result in His presence and aid, whereas persistent 
disobedience leads to spiritual desolation.

Zechariah 7:14

"But I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations whom they knew not. Thus the 
land was desolate after them, that no man passed through nor returned: for they laid the pleasant 
land desolate."

In conclusion, God recounts the consequences of the people’s actions—the scattering among nations as 
a result of their rebellion. The "whirlwind" symbolizes a divine act of judgment, indicating both 



destruction and dislocation as a response to their refusal to listen. This pronounceable curse serves as a 
sobering reminder of the state of the land post-exile, now abandoned and desolate. The phrase "laid the 
pleasant land desolate" evokes a poignant emotional imagery of loss, emphasizing the devastation of 
what was once a thriving community and a blessed inheritance from God. This serves as a warning not 
only about the consequences of disobedience but also highlights the urgency for The people to return to 
God’s ways, rekindling their covenant relationship with Him to restore the blessings of the land and 
fellowship among themselves.

These reflections on each verse in Zechariah Chapter 7 illustrate the deep spiritual implications at play 
as the Israelites grapple with their past and strive to understand how to live righteously in the present 
and future.

CHAPTER 8:

Zechariah 8:1

"Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying,"

In this opening verse, we find a clear indication of the prophetic nature of Zechariah's message. The 
phrase "the word of the LORD of hosts" signifies that these are divine proclamations intended for 
God's people. The repetition of "again" suggests that this is a continuation of God's previous 
communications, underscoring His ongoing relationship with Israel. The focus here is on revelation and 
guidance; God is not distant or silent but actively speaking to His people through His prophet. This sets 
the stage for a series of promises and encouragements that address the spiritual and physical restoration 
of Jerusalem, which had faced destruction and disarray after the Babylonian exile.

Zechariah 8:2

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for 
her with great fury."

In this verse, God expresses His passionate commitment to Zion (a representation of Jerusalem and His 
people) by using the metaphor of jealousy. This jealousy is a divine fervor that arises from God's desire 
for His people to be faithful and to thrive. The intensity of His emotions—great jealousy and great fury
—indicates that God has a personal stake in the wellbeing of Jerusalem. This jealousy is not selfish but 
rather a protective love that seeks to ensure that Zion remains holy, prosperous, and aligned with His 
covenant. It speaks to the profound relationship between God and His people, illustrating His readiness 
to defend and restore them after a period of suffering and exile.

Zechariah 8:3

"Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and 
Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth, and the mountain of the LORD of hosts, the holy 
mountain."



In this verse, God declares His return to Zion, signifying a profound shift from abandonment to 
presence. His commitment to dwell among His people is a pivotal theme throughout the Scriptures, 
emphasizing that they are not isolated but rather in communion with their Creator. The phrase "city of 
truth" indicates a transformation where Jerusalem will exemplify faithfulness and righteousness, 
counteracting the previous desolation and dishonesty that may have marked its history. Calling 
Jerusalem "the mountain of the LORD of hosts" refers to both its geographical significance and its 
spiritual stature, indicating that it will be a place of divine authority and holiness. This verse 
encapsulates the hope of restoration and the promise of God's proximity to His people.

Zechariah 8:4

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of 
Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age."

Here, the LORD paints a picture of security and peace that will characterize Jerusalem's future. The 
presence of "old men and old women" signifies a society where people can live long, fruitful lives 
without fear. The image of their dwelling safely in the streets contrasts sharply with the previous 
desolation and chaos that followed the city's destruction. The reference to having "his staff in his hand 
for very age" highlights both the frailty and dignity of the elderly, suggesting their respected place in 
the community. This verse reassures the people that a time of stability and harmony is coming, where 
all generations can coexist and thrive, representing a restoration of social order and the blessings of 
longevity.

Zechariah 8:5

"And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof."

Continuing the theme of restoration, this verse depicts a vivid scene of joy and innocence. The imagery 
of boys and girls playing in the streets reflects a thriving community filled with life, laughter, and 
safety. Children symbolize hope and future generations, and their playful presence indicates that the 
city has returned to a state of vibrancy and well-being. Such an environment fosters a sense of peace 
among the inhabitants and suggests that the pain and suffering of the past have given way to a new era 
of divine blessing. This promise of a flourishing Jerusalem signifies God’s intention to restore not just 
walls and structures but the very life of the city, ensuring that it becomes a place of joy and community.

Zechariah 8:6

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in 
those days, should it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the LORD of hosts."

In this verse, God acknowledges the doubts and reservations that the remnant of His people might have 
regarding the promised restoration. He challenges their perception by asking if His plans are truly 
marvelous or unbelievable. This rhetorical question serves to remind the people of God's sovereignty 
and ability to accomplish what seems impossible. The "marvellous" transformation of Jerusalem is 
indeed a reflection of God's power and faithfulness to His promises. By emphasizing the contrast 
between the people's amazement and His omnipotence, God invites them to broaden their 



understanding of what He can do, encouraging them to have faith in His plans, regardless of how 
unlikely they may seem.

Zechariah 8:7

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people from the east country, and from 
the west country;"

This verse emphasizes God's intention to gather His people from the various regions where they have 
been scattered. The "east country" and "west country" represent the places of exile and fragmentation, 
symbolizing a broader dispersion of His people. God's promise of salvation not only speaks to physical 
deliverance but also to spiritual restoration. By affirming His protective role as shepherd, He assures 
the remnant that He will bring them back to their homeland, where they can once again experience His 
favor and blessings. This act of gathering highlights God's role as a redeemer who does not abandon 
His people, regardless of their circumstances, signifying hope and reunion after hardship.

Zechariah 8:8

"And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my 
people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness."

In this verse, God promises not only to bring His people back to Jerusalem but to establish a profound 
relationship with them. The phrase "they shall be my people, and I will be their God" echoes the 
covenantal language from earlier Scriptural texts, reaffirming God's commitment and communal 
identity with His people. "In truth and in righteousness" signifies that this relationship will be 
characterized by faithfulness, integrity, and right living. The emphasis on "truth" suggests a community 
bound by honest dealings and a genuine connection with God. This verse encapsulates the essence of 
what God desires for His people: a restored relationship rooted in holiness and a community that 
reflects His character and will.

Zechariah 8:9

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Let your hands be strong, ye that hear in these days these words 
by the mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the house of the 
LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built."

This verse serves as an exhortation to the people as they engage in the rebuilding efforts of the temple. 
God encourages them to cultivate strength and resilience, emphasizing the importance of hearing and 
heeding the words of the prophets. The historical context relates to the physical and spiritual 
foundations of the temple, which symbolizes God's presence among His people. Here, God 
acknowledges the challenging circumstances the people face but reminds them that their efforts in 
constructing the house of the LORD are part of a significant divine plan. This call to action is meant to 
motivate the remnant to actively participate in the work ahead, reinforcing their determination to 
restore not only the temple but also their covenant relationship with God.



Zechariah 8:10

"For before these days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast; neither was there any 
peace to him that went out or came in because of the affliction: for I set all men every one against 
his neighbour."

In this verse, God reflects on the social conditions prior to the promised restoration. The lack of "hire 
for man" and "hire for beast" indicates economic hardship and scarcity, reflecting a time of devastation 
following the exile. The absence of "peace" emphasizes the anxiety and turmoil that characterized daily 
life; people could not engage confidently in their routines due to the pervasive affliction. The phrase "I 
set all men every one against his neighbour" indicates the relational breakdown and strife among the 
community, stemming from disobedience and divine judgment. This context serves to highlight the 
contrast with the promised future of peace and prosperity, demonstrating God’s desire to transform 
these adverse conditions into a flourishing society where cooperation and community are restored.

Zechariah 8:11

"But now I will not be unto the residue of this people as in the former days, saith the LORD of 
hosts."

In this verse, God affirms a significant shift from past judgment to future favor. The use of "but now" 
signals a turning point for the remnant who are rebuilding Jerusalem. Unlike previous days marked by 
discipline and hardship, God will treat His people differently in their current state of restoration. This 
promise reflects God’s mercy and willingness to forgive, suggesting that the time for judgment has 
passed, and a new era of grace and goodness has begun. This reassurance is essential for instilling hope 
in the hearts of the people as they work towards rebuilding their lives, emphasizing that they can expect 
God’s support and blessing moving forward into this new chapter.

Zechariah 8:12

"For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground shall give her 
increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to 
possess all these things."

In this verse, God elaborates on the blessings that will accompany the restoration of His people. The 
imagery of seed prosperity, fruitful vines, bountiful harvests, and dew from heaven paints a picture of 
agricultural abundance and divine favor. Each element signifies a comprehensive renewal of both the 
natural and social order, indicating that the land will flourish and the people will thrive. The assurance 
that “the remnant of this people” will possess these blessings is a testament to God’s commitment to 
provide for those who return to Him and seek His will. This divine promise encapsulates the hope for a 
transformed future where God meets the needs of His people, ensuring their well-being and prosperity 
as they rebuild their community.



Zechariah 8:13

"And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, and 
house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be 
strong."

In this verse, God acknowledges the negative reputation His people had among the nations as a result 
of their disobedience and the ensuing judgments. The phrase "as ye were a curse" reflects a period of 
disgrace and sorrow that the house of Judah and Israel experienced. However, God promises a 
transformation from being seen as a curse to becoming a blessing to others. This reversal is significant 
as it indicates that God’s grace can redeem a tainted identity and use it for His purposes. The 
encouragement to "fear not" coupled with the repeated call to make their hands strong serves as a 
motivational reminder for the people to engage wholeheartedly in the rebuilding efforts. The verse 
encapsulates the hope of a renewed identity and purpose that comes through divine intervention.

Zechariah 8:14

"For thus saith the LORD of hosts; As I thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked me 
to wrath, saith the LORD of hosts, and I repented not:"

In this verse, God reflects on the historical context of His people's disobedience and the consequent 
judgment they faced. By emphasizing that He "thought to punish" them, God acknowledges the 
seriousness of their actions and the justification for His previous wrath. The statement "and I repented 
not" underscores God's steadfastness in executing justice at that time, indicating that the people's 
rebellion had severe repercussions. However, this reminder serves not only to elucidate why they found 
themselves in such distress but also to contrast their past with the new opportunities for mercy and 
grace that they are now receiving. It sets the stage for the remarkable shift in God’s posture toward His 
people from judgment to restoration, reinforcing the significance of repentance and returning to divine 
favor.

Zechariah 8:15

"So again have I thought in these days to do well unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear 
ye not."

This verse marks a significant pivot in God’s intentions toward His people. It establishes a contrast to 
the previous verse, where His thoughts led to punishment. Now, God declares His intention to do well 
for Jerusalem and the house of Judah, emphasizing His commitment to bless and restore them. The 
reiteration of "fear ye not" serves as reassurance, urging His people to cast aside doubt and anxiety 
regarding their future. Through this declaration, God affirms that His plans are now focused on 
prosperity and peace rather than judgment, encouraging His people to have confidence in His love and 
provisions. This moment serves as a turning point where despair is replaced with hope and expectation 
for a better future.



Zechariah 8:16

"These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the truth to his neighbour; execute the 
judgment of truth and peace in your gates:"

In this verse, God gives practical instructions for the community as part of the restoration process. He 
emphasizes the importance of truthfulness in interpersonal relationships, urging them to "speak ye 
every man the truth to his neighbour." This call for honesty lays the foundation for a society 
characterized by integrity. Additionally, the command to "execute the judgment of truth and peace" 
highlights the need for just and peaceful interactions within the community, particularly in their legal 
and civic responsibilities ("in your gates"). These directives are essential for rebuilding a society that 
honors God and fosters healthy relationships among its members. By prioritizing truth and justice, the 
people are encouraged to create an environment where divine blessing can flourish, thus becoming 
active participants in their own restoration.

Zechariah 8:17

"And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbour; and love no false oath: 
for all these are things that I hate, saith the LORD."

In this verse, God further delineates the ethical standards necessary for the renewed community in 
Jerusalem. The warning against "imagining evil in your hearts against his neighbour" stresses the 
importance of cultivating inner attitudes that reflect love and goodwill rather than malice or deceit. The 
instruction to “love no false oath” again reinforces the theme of honesty and integrity. By prohibiting 
deceitful practices, God calls His people to embody the values of truthfulness and righteousness. The 
concluding phrase, "for all these are things that I hate," reveals God's deep disdain for behaviors that 
undermine community and break trust. This verse serves as a sobering reminder that the internal moral 
state of the people directly influences their collective restoration and witness to the surrounding 
nations.

Zechariah 8:18

"And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me, saying,"

This verse brings us back to the prophetic voice of Zechariah, marking another significant moment of 
divine communication. The phrase "the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me" signals not only the 
ongoing dialogue between God and His prophet but also establishes the importance of these revelations 
for the community. It reinforces that the instructions and promises laid out in previous verses are firmly 
rooted in God’s sovereignty and authority. This reminder of divine guidance emphasizes the continuing 
need for the people to remain responsive to God’s word, as it is through these messages that they can 
navigate their path toward restoration and fulfillment of God’s promises.

Zechariah 8:19

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the 
fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and 
cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace."



In this verse, God references the fasts that commemorated various events of mourning and loss in the 
history of Judah, implying that these solemn observations will transform into occasions of joy and 
gladness. The declaration of fasts turning into "cheerful feasts" signifies a monumental shift from 
mourning over past grief to celebrating divine restoration. This transformation of ritual underscores the 
overarching theme of renewal and hope that permeates the chapter. By encouraging His people to "love 
the truth and peace," God emphasizes that these values will serve as the foundations for their new 
identity and community life. The promise of joy and celebration marks a profound contrast to their 
history of pain, revealing God’s intention to turn their sorrow into genuine happiness and communal 
harmony.

Zechariah 8:20

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the 
inhabitants of many cities:"

With this verse, God expands His vision for the future of Jerusalem, indicating that its restoration will 
attract people from various regions. The phrase "there shall come people" suggests that God's blessings 
will not only impact the remnant of Judah but draw others to Him, reflecting the universal reach of His 
grace. The mention of "the inhabitants of many cities" emphasizes that Jerusalem will not be isolated or 
limited in its influence; instead, it will become a center of hope and life. This serves as both an 
affirmation of the growth and prosperity of God's people and a prophetic glimpse into the broader 
implications of His redemptive plan that extends beyond geographical and cultural boundaries.

Zechariah 8:21

"And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the 
LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also."

In this verse, the eagerness of the inhabitants to gather for worship signifies a deep spiritual restoration 
among the people. The mutual encouragement to "go speedily to pray before the LORD" illustrates a 
community united in their desire to connect with God. This shift indicates that worship will become a 
central aspect of their identity, reflecting a genuine hunger for divine presence and guidance. The 
phrase "I will go also" exemplifies a personal commitment to seeking the LORD, suggesting a 
collective movement towards faithfulness. This emphasizes that the revival in Jerusalem is not only 
about the physical rebuilding of the city but also about rekindling the people’s relationship with God, 
fostering an environment where communal worship and spiritual growth thrive.

Zechariah 8:22

"Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to 
pray before the LORD."

This verse further emphasizes the expanding reach of God’s influence as more than just the local 
people of Judah are drawn to Jerusalem; it will become a destination for "many people and strong 
nations." The implication here is that God’s restoration will reflect His sovereignty and power, inviting 
individuals and groups from diverse backgrounds to seek Him. The act of coming to pray before the 



LORD speaks to a recognition of His authority and a longing for His presence among those who 
previously may not have acknowledged Him. This vision portrays Jerusalem as a beacon of hope and 
spirituality, highlighting God's intention to make it a place of worship and community for all who seek 
Him, thus further fulfilling His promises to restore and bless.

Zechariah 8:23

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold 
out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, 
We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you."

In this concluding verse, the imagery of ten men from various nations taking hold of the skirt of a Jew 
symbolizes a profound recognition of God’s presence and favor among His people. The number "ten" 
implies a sufficient and representative group, suggesting widespread acknowledgment of the truth of 
God's residing with the Jews. This act of seeking out those who belong to God shows a desire to join 
and share in their relationship with Him, highlighting the transformation of the Jews from a cursed 
people to one that others esteemed and respected. The phrase "for we have heard that God is with you" 
emphasizes the evangelistic nature of this restoration, signaling the nations' awareness of God’s active 
involvement and blessings among the Jews. This verse encapsulates the hope and purpose that will 
define the restored community, marking a significant fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan for His 
people and the nations alike.

CHAPTER 9:

Zechariah 9:1

“The burden of the word of the Lord in the land of Hadrach, and Damascus shall be the rest 
thereof: when the eyes of man, as of all the tribes of Israel, shall be toward the Lord.”

This verse opens the chapter by introducing a significant prophetic burden, indicating a divine message 
that carries weight and importance. “Hadrach” and “Damascus” are geographical references that signal 
impending judgment and restoration for these regions. The mention of Damascus, a major city in Aram 
(Syria), reflects broader geopolitical implications during Zechariah’s time, as it was a pivotal location 
with historical significance. The phrase “when the eyes of man … shall be toward the Lord” suggests a 
future turning of the people towards God, a theme of repentance and recognition that moves beyond 
mere human affairs. It sets the stage for divine intervention and emphasizes the necessity of divine 
focus among the tribes of Israel, which is crucial for their restoration and understanding of their 
covenant relationship with God.

Zechariah 9:2

“And Hamath also shall border thereby; Tyrus, and Zidon, though it be very wise.”

The mention of Hamath, Tyre, and Sidon introduces a focus on the surrounding nations, which hold 
historical animosities and alliances with Israel. “Hamath” was a key city in northern Syria, serving as a 
border marker that signifies the influence and expansion of neighboring powers. The reference to Tyre 



and Sidon, rich and powerful Phoenician city-states known for their mercantile and maritime prowess, 
highlights their wisdom and strategic importance. Despite their knowledge and resources—suggested 
by the phrase "though it be very wise"—the verse implies that human wisdom is ultimately futile 
compared to divine wisdom and plans. The juxtaposition illustrates the futility of reliance on worldly 
knowledge when compared to God’s sovereign will and plans for the future of Israel and the broader 
nations surrounding them.

Zechariah 9:3

“And Tyrus did build herself a strong hold, and heaped up silver as the dust, and fine gold as the 
mire of the streets.”

This verse describes Tyre’s economic and military fortifications, signifying its power and wealth. The 
imagery of silver and gold being heaped up like dust and mire illustrates not only the city’s vast 
resources but also the arrogance and pride that accompany such wealth. Tyre’s self-reliance is portrayed 
as a human attempt to secure safety and prosperity, perhaps leading to complacency and an 
underestimation of God's power. This builds upon the prior verse’s theme of reliance on worldly 
wisdom and material wealth. Ultimately, the wealth, while considerable, is fleeting in the face of divine 
judgment and God’s greater sovereign plan, underlining that regardless of human efforts, divine 
purpose will prevail.

Zechariah 9:4

“Behold, the Lord will cast her out, and he will smite her power in the sea; and she shall be 
devoured with fire.”

In striking contrast to Tyre’s pride and reliance on its wealth, this verse proclaims divine judgment 
against the city. “The Lord will cast her out” indicates a forceful removal and destruction of Tyre’s 
security and power. The phrase “smite her power in the sea” signifies a literal and metaphorical affront 
to Tyre's naval strength, as the city was a dominant maritime power. The imagery of being “devoured 
with fire” suggests total destruction, symbolizing God’s capability to obliterate human strength and 
fortifications. This declaration serves to remind Israel and other nations that despite their perceived 
might, no power can withstand the will of God. The impending doom of Tyre emphasizes a recurring 
biblical theme: divine justice will ultimately prevail over human arrogance.

Zechariah 9:5

“Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also shall be very sorrowful, and Ekron; for her 
expectation shall be ashamed; and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon shall not be 
inhabited.”

This verse foretells the reactions of neighboring cities—Ashkelon, Gaza, and Ekron—upon witnessing 
Tyre's downfall. The “fear” of Ashkelon and the “sorrow” of Gaza underscore the terror that spreads 
among these cities as they contemplate their fate in the wake of God’s judgment. The phrase “for her 
expectation shall be ashamed” implies that the hopes and ambitions of Gaza, possibly tied to reliance 
on their allies and strongholds, will come to nothing. By declaring that “the king shall perish from 



Gaza,” the text foreshadows the collapse of leadership and authority, resulting in abandonment and 
desolation, as further evidenced by Ashkelon becoming uninhabited. This scene serves as a warning 
and an encouragement to Israel that their deliverance is assured, while enemies relying on human might 
will face inevitable downfall.

Zechariah 9:6

“And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride of the Philistines.”

This verse alludes to a significant change in Ashdod’s demographic and sociopolitical structure, 
indicated by the term “bastard,” which typically refers to someone born out of wedlock. This signifies a 
loss of legitimacy and status, hinting at a time when the Philistine identity will diminish, with 
implications of disgrace for Ashdod. “I will cut off the pride of the Philistines” conveys God’s intention 
to humble this ancient enemy of Israel, erasing their self-sufficiency and arrogance. The context of this 
prophecy reflects the overarching theme where God undermines those who oppose His people, pointing 
toward a time when divine judgment will strip pride from nations that have long sought to dominate 
Israel. This serves as a comforting reminder for Israel that their adversaries will not stand against God’s 
plan for their restoration and sovereignty.

Zechariah 9:7

“And I will take away his blood out of his mouth, and his abominations from between his teeth: 
but he that remaineth, even he, shall be for our God, and he shall be as a governor in Judah, and 
Ekron as a Jebusite.”

This verse shifts focus from destruction to restoration, offering a glimmer of hope. The phrase, “I will 
take away his blood out of his mouth,” implies a purification process where God removes the violence 
and idolatrous practices (the “abominations”) characteristic of the Philistine culture. The promise that 
“he that remaineth” shall belong to God suggests not only survival but also integration into God’s 
covenant people, transforming former enemies into members of the faithful. By stating “he shall be as a 
governor in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite,” the passage hints at a future where these transformed 
individuals will hold positions of honor and authority, indicating that God's redemptive plan extends 
even to those previously considered outsiders. It reflects a broader theme of inclusion and the idea that 
God’s grace can reach the most unexpected individuals, fostering unity among His people.

Zechariah 9:8

“And I will encamp about mine house because of the army, because of him that passeth by, and 
because of him that returneth: and no oppressor shall pass through them any more: for now have 
I seen with mine eyes.”

Here, God asserts His protective presence around His people, symbolized as “mine house,” which 
represents Jerusalem and the temple. The phrase “encamp about” conveys a strong sense of protection, 
indicating that God Himself will guard and defend His sanctuary against surrounding threats—“the 
army” and those who threaten peace. The assurance that “no oppressor shall pass through them 
anymore” signifies an end to oppression and turmoil, promising peace and security for Israel. This 



divine observation—“for now have I seen with mine eyes”—emphasizes God's attentiveness to their 
plight. This verse not only reassures the Jewish community of their divine protection but also highlights 
God's active role in their history. It serves as a powerful reminder that divine oversight and intervention 
will always prevail over human endeavors, ensuring the ultimate safety of God's chosen.

Zechariah 9:9

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee: he is just and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal 
of an ass.”

This verse heralds a moment of jubilation for Zion and Jerusalem, prophesying the coming of their 
King—Jesus Christ, as recognized in the New Testament context. The call to rejoice emphasizes the 
significance of this event, as it represents liberation, justice, and salvation. Unlike earthly kings who 
often parade with pomp and authority, this king is characterized as “lowly,” embodying humility and 
servanthood. The reference to riding upon “an ass” and “a colt” further emphasizes His peaceful 
intentions and rejection of militaristic pride. This verse would later be fulfilled during Jesus’s triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem, solidifying its messianic significance. For the people, it conveys hope and 
reassures them of God’s commitment to fulfill His promises, portraying a King who would bring not 
only physical deliverance but spiritual salvation.

Zechariah 9:10

“And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow 
shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea 
even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth.”

Continuing from the proclamation of the coming King, this verse emphasizes the nature of His reign. 
The cutting off of the chariot, horse, and battle bow symbolizes the cessation of warfare and reliance on 
military might, presenting a transformative shift toward peace. The assertion that He “shall speak peace 
unto the heathen” extends the hope of salvation beyond Israel, affirming God’s intention to make peace 
available to all nations. The phrase “dominion shall be from sea even to sea” signifies a widespread and 
universal rule, highlighting the vastness of His power and authority. The imagery of dominion “from 
the river even to the ends of the earth” paints a picture of an expansive kingdom that transcends 
geographical boundaries, showcasing the comprehensive nature of God’s redemptive plan. This 
culmination of peace and divine authority establishes a hopeful future for all Creation, heralding the 
ultimate reconciliation of humanity under God's sovereign rule.

Zechariah 9:11

“As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit 
wherein is no water.”

This verse shifts again towards the theme of deliverance, emphasizing the restoration of the people of 
Israel through divine intervention. “By the blood of thy covenant” references the sacred agreement 
between God and Israel, signifying that their redemption is rooted in God’s promises. The imagery of 



prisoners being sent forth from a “pit wherein is no water” symbolizes a release from despair and 
lifelessness, evoking a sense of hope amidst desolation. The “pit” reflects captivity, be it physical, 
spiritual, or emotional. By mentioning the “blood of thy covenant,” the text evokes the idea of sacrifice 
as a precondition for salvation and freedom, reinforcing the notion that divine deliverance is 
intertwined with God's covenant faithfulness. This assurance highlights the idea that God will not 
abandon His people, but rather, He actively works to bring them out of despair and into a place of life 
and abundance.

Zechariah 9:12

“Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to-day do I declare that I will render 
double unto thee;”

Here, God calls the “prisoners of hope” to turn to Him, emphasizing a profound spiritual 
transformation. The phrase “strong hold” symbolizes both a place of security and refuge, inviting those 
in need to find safety in God rather than relying on worldly solutions. The term “prisoners of hope” 
reflects a paradoxical state; despite their conditions, they possess a hope anchored in the promises of 
God. The declaration of rendering “double” suggests a generous restoration, promising blessings 
beyond what was lost. This assures the exiles and oppressed that what they have endured will be met 
with divine compensation and grace. The emphasis on “even to-day” reflects immediacy and urgency, 
signifying that the time for restoration is near. This powerful call motivates believers to shift their focus 
from their present circumstances to the hope of future restoration rooted in God's unwavering 
commitment.

Zechariah 9:13

“When I have bent Judah for me, fill the bow with Ephraim, and raise up thy sons, O Zion, 
against thy sons, O Greece, and make thee as the sword of a mighty man.”

This verse conveys God’s active engagement in preparing His people for victory and restoration. 
“Bending Judah” signifies equipping and empowering the tribe of Judah to fulfill God’s purposes. The 
instruction to “fill the bow with Ephraim” indicates collaboration, demonstrating that both tribes will 
work together against external adversaries, particularly against “thy sons, O Greece.” This suggests a 
confrontation with worldly powers that symbolize threats to God’s people. The imagery of Zion being 
made “as the sword of a mighty man” symbolizes active participation in God’s victory through divine 
strength and authority. The description intimates that the people of God will be instruments of His 
purpose, exemplifying a transformation from a passive state to an active role in participating in their 
own deliverance. This encourages unity within the nation as they rise up to fulfill their God-given 
mission.



Zechariah 9:14

“And the Lord shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall go forth as the lightning: and the 
Lord God shall blow the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of the south.”

This verse emphasizes God’s powerful presence among His people. The phrase “the Lord shall be seen 
over them” indicates that God's visibility and involvement will be undeniable. The imagery of His 
arrow going forth “as the lightning” showcases God's swiftness in executing justice and delivering His 
people, signifying divine might and direct intervention. The mention of God blowing the trumpet 
signifies the call to action, a pivotal moment in Israel’s history that demands their attention and 
response. The “whirlwinds of the south” symbolizes the sudden and powerful movements of God’s 
Spirit, suggesting dynamic energy in what is to come. This portrayal underscores the idea that God's 
movement is potent and dramatic, assuring the people of Zion that they are not alone; God actively 
fights for them, delivering them from oppression and leading them toward triumph.

Zechariah 9:15

“The Lord of hosts shall defend them; and they shall devour, and subdue with slingstones; and 
they shall drink, and make a noise as through wine; and they shall be filled like bowls, and as the 
corners of the altar.”

This verse encapsulates the assurance of God's protective hand over His people. “The Lord of hosts 
shall defend them” reflects divine guardianship against all foes, assuring the people that their security 
lies in God’s might rather than their own efforts. The imagery of Israel “devouring and subduing with 
slingstones” suggests warfare and victory achieved with divine assistance. The mention of the people 
drinking and making noise “as through wine” adds a celebratory element, symbolizing joy and 
abundance after victory. Being “filled like bowls” emphasizes overwhelming blessings—indicative of 
both material blessings and spiritual fulfillment. This imagery speaks to the richness of life in God’s 
kingdom and the profound joy that follows divine intervention. Overall, the verse depicts a powerful 
testimony of God’s faithfulness and the exuberance that follows their restoration.

Zechariah 9:16

“And the Lord their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as 
the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land.”

In this verse, the relational aspect between God and His people is underscored, portraying Him as a 
shepherd who actively saves His flock. The phrase “the flock of his people” signifies not only guidance 
but also the protective and nurturing role God plays in their lives. The comparison of the people to “the 
stones of a crown” symbolizes honor, value, and significance. Precious stones in a crown reflect God's 
acknowledgment of His people as cherished and important in His view. The imagery of being “lifted up 
as an ensign upon his land” conveys grandeur and victory, acting as a banner that signifies a successful 



and unified people under God’s sovereign rule. This metaphor encourages Israel by painting a picture 
of their restoration as something glorious, elevating their identity and purpose before the world.

Zechariah 9:17

“For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! corn shall make the young men 
cheerful, and new wine the maids.”

The chapter concludes with a declaration of God’s goodness and beauty, highlighting the blessings that 
flow from Him. The rhetorical questioning—“For how great is his goodness, and how great is his 
beauty!”—invites reflection and admiration for God’s character and actions. This expression captures 
the essence of divine attributes, suggesting abundance and splendor that invokes joy and gratitude 
among the people. The line about “corn shall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids” 
illustrates the physical and communal joy that accompanies God’s blessings. The agricultural 
metaphors indicate prosperity and nourishment, essential elements for the well-being of society. The 
festive celebration that arises from both young men and maidens underlines the unity and happiness 
found within the community, reflecting the fullness of life under God’s providence. Thus, this ending 
serves both as a theological affirmation of God’s generous nature and as an encouragement for the 
people to rejoice in the true source of their joy and abundance. 

This comprehensive examination of Zechariah Chapter 9 elucidates the themes of divine judgment, 
restoration, and the coming of a messianic King, providing a rich theological and prophetic foundation 
for understanding God’s relationship with His people.

CHAPTER 10:

Zechariah 10:1

"Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall make bright clouds, 
and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field."

This verse encourages the people of Israel to seek the blessings of God during the appropriate season, 
specifically the latter rain, which is crucial for agricultural prosperity. The "latter rain" signifies a time 
of renewal and abundance following a period of drought, and it symbolizes spiritual revival and the 
refreshing presence of God in the lives of His people. The instruction to "ask" underscores the 
importance of prayer and dependence on God, reinforcing the idea that blessings come through faith 
and communication with the Divine. The promise of "bright clouds" and "showers of rain" 
demonstrates God's willingness to provide for His creation, ensuring that every field flourishes. It 
signifies God's grace and faithfulness in replenishing what has been lacking, while also metaphorically 
suggesting a time when His people can expect revitalization and growth in their spiritual lives.

Zechariah 10:2

"For the idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie, and have told false dreams; 
they comfort in vain: therefore they went their way as a flock, they were troubled, because there 
was no shepherd."



In this verse, the prophet Zechariah confronts the futility of idolatry and false prophecies. He illustrates 
how idols, which were significant in the lives of many Israelites, not only speak "vanity," devoid of true 
substance and meaning but also lead people astray. The mention of "diviners" and their deceptive 
dreams emphasizes the danger of seeking guidance and comfort from sources that lack authenticity and 
truth. This misguided quest for direction ultimately leaves the people feeling lost and troubled—"as a 
flock" without a shepherd, they are vulnerable and aimless. The metaphor of the flock highlights their 
need for proper guidance and protection, which they fail to receive from their false leaders and idols. 
This verse serves as a poignant reminder of the consequences of turning away from God and the 
inevitable disarray that follows when the true Shepherd is absent.

Zechariah 10:3

"Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I punished the goats: for the LORD of hosts 
hath visited his flock the house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in the battle."

God’s anger is directed toward the shepherds, symbolizing the leaders who have failed to care for the 
people. These leaders are compared to "goats," often a reference to stubbornness and a lack of 
guidance. The severity of God's punishment suggests that He holds leaders accountable for the spiritual 
and social well-being of their followers. In contrast to the negligence of the unfaithful shepherds, God 
expresses His commitment to "visit" His flock—the house of Judah. This visitation is one of care, 
restoration, and empowerment, transforming them into a "goodly horse" for battle, which implies 
strength, vitality, and readiness for the challenges ahead. The comparison not only provides a picture of 
God’s protective leadership but also emphasizes His desire to empower His people, reminding them of 
their worth and the calling they have as His chosen ones in the midst of adversity.

Zechariah 10:4

"Out of him came forth the corner, out of him the nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him 
every oppressor together."

This verse paints a vivid picture of the many roles that the coming leader—interpreted in Christian 
theology as a reference to the Messiah—will fulfill in the restoration of Israel. The terms used here
—"corner," "nail," "battle bow," and "oppressor"—suggest various dimensions of strength and security. 
The "corner" likely refers to a cornerstone, representing stability and the essential nature of this leader 
in building a renewed community; the "nail" suggests support and holding things together, reinforcing 
the idea that God’s provision will provide stability to His people. The "battle bow" depicts the readiness 
for warfare against oppressors, signifying both protection from enemies and empowerment for victory. 
Collectively, these images emphasize that from God’s chosen leader will emerge the necessary tools for 
overcoming oppression and achieving stability, underscoring the holistic restoration that God intends 
for His people.

Zechariah 10:5

"And they shall be as mighty men, which tread down their enemies in the mire of the streets in 
the battle: and they shall fight, because the LORD is with them: and the riders on horses shall be 
confounded."



This verse exudes a sense of empowerment and victory for the people of Judah as they are promised to 
be "as mighty men." It implies that through God’s presence and assistance, they will achieve 
remarkable victories over their adversaries. The imagery of "treading down enemies in the mire of the 
streets" evokes a vivid scene of battlefield triumph, illustrating that the might of God will lead them to 
overcome even the most formidable foes. The phrase "because the LORD is with them" highlights the 
central theme of divine assistance—victory is not contingent upon human strength but rather upon 
reliance on God’s power and presence. Additionally, the mention of "riders on horses" being 
confounded suggests that those who trust in their own strength and resources will ultimately be left in 
disarray, a powerful reminder of the superiority of God’s plans over human efforts. This verse reassures 
the Israelites that their struggles will not be in vain, for God's support will lead them to triumph.

Zechariah 10:6

"And I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring 
them again to place them; for I have mercy upon them: and they shall be as though I had not cast 
them off: for I am the LORD their God, and will hear them."

This verse promises comprehensive restoration for the houses of Judah and Joseph, symbolizing the 
unity and strength of all of Israel. God’s assurance to "strengthen" and "save" signifies a deep, personal 
commitment to His people, showcasing His merciful nature. The phrase "bring them again to place 
them" indicates a divine act of restoration, suggesting that those who have experienced displacement—
be it spiritually, physically, or emotionally—will be reinstated into their rightful position within the 
community and before God. The sentiment "as though I had not cast them off" reflects the depth of 
God’s forgiveness and the renewing of the covenantal relationship, allowing the people to feel secure 
and loved, rather than rejected. This reaffirmation underscores that He remains their God, always ready 
to listen and respond to their cries for help, signifying a relationship built on integrity, care, and 
ongoing communication.

Zechariah 10:7

"And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as through wine: 
yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall rejoice in the LORD."

In this verse, the focus shifts to the tribe of Ephraim, indicating that God will invigorate and empower 
this group as well. The description of them as "like a mighty man" suggests not only strength in battle 
but also a sense of pride and confidence nurtured by God’s presence among them. The imagery of their 
hearts rejoicing "as through wine" evokes a sense of joyous celebration and abundance, hinting at the 
overflowing blessings they will experience. This joy is not just personal but communal, as the mention 
of "their children" indicates that the upcoming generation will witness and partake in this revival, 
fostering a legacy of faith and rejoicing in the Lord. The emphasis on collective rejoicing underlines 
the importance of community in the expression of faith, showcasing how God’s blessings and joy 
extend beyond individuals to encompass families and communities, strengthening ties and renewing 
hope.



Zechariah 10:8

"I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they 
have increased."

God's promise to "hiss for them" refers to a call that identifies them and brings them back together, 
emphasizing His active role in gathering His people. This imagery likens God to a shepherd calling his 
sheep, reaffirming the strong bond of care and redemption He has with His people. The declaration "for 
I have redeemed them" highlights the foundational truth of salvation that underscores God's actions; He 
not only rescues but also restores His people to a place of vitality and purpose. The phrase "they shall 
increase as they have increased" suggests a return to previous levels of growth and prosperity, 
reinforcing the idea that God’s redemption will lead to revitalization and multiplication. This deepens 
the hope that the community will not only recover what was lost but will thrive even more abundantly 
as they return to their covenant relationship with God.

Zechariah 10:9

"And I sowed them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries; and they 
shall live with their children, and turn again."

In this verse, God declares His intention to "sow" His people among the nations, which implies that 
they will be dispersed but also signifies a potential for growth and influence in these foreign lands. The 
act of sowing suggests a divine purpose—for His people to be witnesses to His goodness even in places 
far away from their homeland. The promise that "they shall remember me in far countries" indicates 
that despite their displacement, God will remain at the forefront of their minds and hearts, fostering a 
sense of connection and commitment to Him. The added reassurance of living with their children and 
the hope of returning points to a divine plan of restoration that encompasses not only individuals but 
also families, allowing them to experience the fullness of life again through reunification. This verse 
draws upon God's sovereignty, emphasizing His ability to transform exile into a time of spiritual 
growth and longing for His presence.

Zechariah 10:10

"I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will 
bring them to the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them."

This verse illustrates God’s commitment to rescuing His people from places where they have been 
oppressed, specifically referencing Egypt and Assyria—historical symbols of bondage and exile. By 
stating "I will bring them again," God emphasizes His active role in delivering His people from their 
current circumstances and points to a moment of restoration and hope. The geographical reference to 
Gilead and Lebanon signifies a promise of returning to a land of plenty, known for its resources and 
richness. The phrase "place shall not be found for them" further suggests that upon their return, they 
will be so abundantly blessed that they will outgrow their former borders, indicating a time of 
remarkable expansion and prosperity. This reassures the Israelites of a bright future under God's care, 
where His provision will surpass any previous experience they had known.



Zechariah 10:11

"And he shall pass through the sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea, and all 
the deeps of the river shall dry up: and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the 
sceptre of Egypt shall depart away."

This verse speaks to God's might and authority in overcoming the challenges faced by His people, 
particularly through imagery reminiscent of the Exodus. The phrase "pass through the sea with 
affliction" suggests a struggle that is nonetheless marked by divine intervention. God’s actions, 
symbolized by smiting the waves and drying up the rivers, imply that He will clear obstacles and create 
pathways for His people. The intended outcome is the downfall of mighty powers—"the pride of 
Assyria" and "the sceptre of Egypt"—indicating that God holds dominion over all earthly authorities 
and will ensure justice prevails. Such empowerment of the Israelites, despite nations that once 
oppressed them, presents a powerful assurance of God's unwavering support and revelation of His 
strength amid adversity.

Zechariah 10:12

"And I will strengthen them in the LORD; and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith 
the LORD."

This concluding verse emphasizes God’s role as the source of strength for His people, reinforcing their 
identity in Him. The assurance that “I will strengthen them in the LORD” transforms their reliance 
from worldly powers to a firm foundation in divine grace and support. Their action to "walk up and 
down in his name" signifies a life lived in honor and acknowledgment of God's presence, reflecting 
their restored identity and relationship with Him. This imagery suggests freedom, stability, and a 
practical manifestation of their faith as they move confidently in their renewed covenant with God, 
boldly proclaiming His name. The divine promise encapsulated in this verse not only concludes the 
chapter with hope but also reinforces the ongoing journey of faith that His people are called to 
undertake, as they are enveloped by His strength and guidance.

CHAPTER 11:

Zechariah 11:1

Verse: "Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars."

Interpretation: In this opening verse, the imagery of Lebanon's doors being opened symbolizes a call 
for destruction to come upon the region known for its majestic cedars, which represented strength and 
endurance. In biblical literature, the cedars of Lebanon often symbolize beauty and glory. The "fire" 
that devours them can be interpreted as judgment or warfare—engulfing what was once a symbol of 
grandeur in destruction. This sets a tone of impending doom that will affect not just Lebanon, but also 
the wider region. The opening of the doors can also signify vulnerability—the idea that once the 
defenses are down, calamities are able to enter and wreak havoc.



Zechariah 11:2

Verse: "Howl, O fir tree; for the cedar is fallen; because the mighty are spoiled: howl, O ye oaks 
of Bashan; for the forest of the vintage is come down."

Interpretation: The lamentation of the fir trees and the oaks of Bashan reflects a profound sense of 
loss and mourning for the once-mighty trees that are now fallen. The cedar, representing the pinnacle of 
strength and dignity, falling signals a significant shift in power. The "mighty are spoiled," indicating 
that those who once held authority and influence have been defeated or stripped of their power. This 
verse extends the imagery of devastation beyond Lebanon to the oaks of Bashan—historically known 
for their size and strength—implying a wider area of destruction. The term "forest of the vintage," 
could evoke thoughts of a vineyard's harvest, which is now compromised, representing the collapse of 
prosperity and fruitful labor due to the impending calamity.

Zechariah 11:3

Verse: "There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled: a voice of the 
roaring of young lions; for the pride of Jordan is spoiled."

Interpretation: In this verse, the "howling of the shepherds" reveals the agony and despair of leaders 
who have lost their glory and effectiveness. Shepherds in biblical imagery are often seen as protectors 
and guides, and their lament signifies a failure in leadership during times of crisis. The juxtaposition 
with "the roaring of young lions" underscores a sense of loss of power among the fiercest and most 
respected creatures—lions being symbols of strength and royalty. The "pride of Jordan" reflects the 
lushness and vitality of the region that has now been spoiled, indicating a profound ecological and 
societal collapse. The dual imagery of shepherds and lions serves to capture the emotional and physical 
devastation that follows upon the loss of leadership and the subsequent chaos that ensues.

Zechariah 11:4

Verse: "Thus saith the Lord my God; Feed the flock of the slaughter;"

Interpretation: Here, God speaks directly, giving a command that emphasizes the need to care for "the 
flock of the slaughter." This phrase suggests a vulnerable group that is destined for destruction, 
reflecting the state of people who are under threat or oppression. "Feed" implies providing for them, 
offering sustenance amidst suffering, which may reflect God’s ongoing concern for His people even in 
dire times. The image of the flock also brings to mind the shepherd motif, transitioning into themes of 
sacrifice and betrayal that will be emphasized in the subsequent verses. This call implies a prophetic 
role, responsibilities of leadership, and servant-like devotion amidst the turbulent conditions 
surrounding the flock.



Zechariah 11:5

Verse: "Whose possessors slay them, and hold themselves not guilty: and they that sell them say, 
Blessed be the Lord; for I am rich: and their own shepherds pity them not."

Interpretation: This verse highlights the dire circumstances facing the flock, who are not only 
oppressed but also treated with blatant disregard by their possessors. The imagery of slaying "them" 
suggests an aggressive exploitation of the vulnerable. The lack of guilt among the oppressors points to 
the pervasive moral decay, wherein they acknowledge their wealth obtained at others' expense while 
mockingly attributing their fortunes to divine blessing. "Their own shepherds pity them not" 
underscores the failure of leadership and compassion among those who should be protective figures. 
This lack of empathy marks a critical deterioration of social and spiritual fabric, emphasizing a dire 
need for true shepherds to arise amidst widespread avarice and neglect.

Zechariah 11:6

Verse: "For I will no more pity the inhabitants of the land, saith the Lord: but, lo, I will deliver 
the men every one into his neighbor's hand, and into the hand of his king: and they shall smite 
the land, and out of their hand I will not deliver them."

Interpretation: Here, God declares a withdrawal of pity from the inhabitants of the land, indicating a 
severe judgment that has come against them. The text suggests a relinquishing of divine protection, 
leaving people to their own devices and the consequences of their actions. The phrase "deliver the men 
every one into his neighbor's hand" depicts a breakdown of community ranging from trust to conflict, 
as individuals turn against one another. The ensuing "smite the land" portrays a grim picture of 
devastation and ruin throughout the region. This highlights the idea that disobedience and moral failure 
lead to societal collapse, with no promise of redemption or intervention from God in that moment of 
judgment.

Zechariah 11:7

Verse: "And I will feed the flock of slaughter, even you, O poor of the flock. And I took unto me 
two staves; the one I called Beauty, and the other I called Bands; and I fed the flock."

Interpretation: In contrast to the previous verse's harsh pronouncement, God reaffirms His 
commitment to the "poor of the flock." The phrase indicates His special concern for the marginalized 
and oppressed—the ones who truly need care and protection. The act of taking "two staves" suggests 
the establishment of a leadership structure to guide and protect the flock. The names "Beauty" and 
"Bands" carry rich meanings; "Beauty" could symbolize grace and favor, while "Bands" may reflect 
unity and strength among God's people. Feeding the flock signifies not only physical sustenance but 
also spiritual nourishment, implying a restoration of hope and dignity amidst earlier despair. This verse 



marks a transition from judgment to mercy, embodying the dual themes of divine justice and 
restoration.

Zechariah 11:8

Verse: "Three shepherds also I cut off in one month; and my soul loathed them, and their soul 
also abhorred me."

Interpretation: The cutting off of "three shepherds" can be seen as a direct action taken against 
leadership figures who were not fulfilling their roles or responsibilities adequately. Their removal 
speaks to an intense rejection by both God and these shepherds themselves, indicating a breakdown of 
the relationship between the divine and those entrusted with leading God's people. The specific time 
frame of "one month" could symbolize a rapid, decisive judgment upon inefficient or corrupt 
leadership, reminiscent of a symbolic cleansing. The mutual loathing between God and the shepherds 
reveals a deep disconnect and the gravity of moral misalignment that existed, highlighting the 
importance of integrity in leadership roles.

Zechariah 11:9

Verse: "Then said I, I will not feed you: that that dieth, let it die; and that that is to be cut off, let 
it be cut off; and let the rest eat every one the flesh of another."

Interpretation: Here, the speaker (representing God or perhaps a prophetic voice) declares a refusal to 
provide care for the flock that has demonstrated persistent disobedience and failures. This harsh 
determination signifies a point of no return for those in rebellion, indicating a dramatic, chaotic 
scenario where even the remaining flock descends into cannibalism—symbolizing desperation and total 
societal collapse. The statement serves as both literal and metaphorical; it implies a deeper indictment 
of a community once nurtured now disintegrating into selfishness and brutality. The absence of care is 
dire and foreshadows the consequences of a continued lack of faithfulness as the social structure 
deteriorates completely.

Zechariah 11:10

Verse: "And I took my staff, even Beauty, and cut it asunder, that I might break my covenant 
which I had made with all the people."

Interpretation: The act of taking "my staff, even Beauty," and cutting it asunder signifies a deliberate 
breaking of the covenant relationship between God and His people. The staff, representing authority 
and guidance, illustrates a severance of the protective bond that God had maintained. This act serves as 
a symbolic representation of the community's disobedience and unfaithfulness, leading to a point where 
divine covenant is no longer tenable. The breaking of the covenant emphasizes the gravity of the 
situation, showcasing the inevitable consequences of rebellion against divine order, resulting in 
abandonment and judgment. It illustrates the profound sorrow of God in removing His protective hand 
from His people due to their failure to honor their promises to Him.



Zechariah 11:11

Verse: "And it was broken in that day: and so the poor of the flock that waited upon me knew 
that it was the word of the Lord."

Interpretation: The breaking of the staff and the acknowledgment of the event serve as a moment of 
revelation for "the poor of the flock." Their recognition that this outcome is indeed "the word of the 
Lord" illustrates the awareness of divine judgment delivered to the community. Those who are 
marginalized or spiritually attuned find clarity in the ensuing chaos, suggesting a remnant that remains 
faithful amidst widespread disobedience. This recognition marks a pivotal moment where the 
oppressed see the unfolding of God’s intentions, even in calamity—serving as a form of divine 
instruction amid despair. It highlights the tension between judgment and revelation, showcasing how 
tragedy can lead to a deeper understanding of God’s will and purpose.

Zechariah 11:12

Verse: "And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they 
weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver."

Interpretation: In this verse, the speaker negotiates a price for the flock, a reference to the payment for 
betrayals and failures in leadership. The specific mention of "thirty pieces of silver" is especially 
significant as it foreshadows Judas Iscariot's betrayal of Jesus in the New Testament. This price reflects 
the value placed on the shepherd and symbolizes the cost of disloyalty—pointing to the idea that 
spiritual leaders, when corrupted, can be 'bought' at a paltry price. Here, it underscores the themes of 
betrayal and abandonment, signaling that the value of divine leadership has been profoundly 
diminished. This lament of commercial language within a spiritual context reflects the grave 
consequences of moral choices among leaders and their impact on the community.

Zechariah 11:13

Verse: "And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of 
them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the Lord."

Interpretation: This verse captures an essential turning point, where God instructs the speaker to cast 
the thirty pieces of silver to the potter. The symbolism here is multifaceted; casting the money to the 
potter suggests a rejection of the betrayal and a statement regarding the value placed on the shepherd's 
life. The phrase "a goodly price" underscores the irony of valuing the sacrificial shepherd so cheaply—
a profound message of poignant loss. By taking the silver into the house of the Lord, it reflects 
returning the corrupt gain to God, signifying moral integrity despite betrayal. Pottery, often associated 
with fragility, invokes the idea that the shattered covenant carries over to God's creation, reflecting 
upon the brokenness resulting from human disobedience while contextualizing it within a divine 
narrative of loss and sacrifice.



Zechariah 11:14

Verse: "Then I cut asunder mine other staff, even Bands, that I might break the brotherhood 
between Judah and Israel."

Interpretation: This act of cutting asunder the staff "Bands" symbolizes the severance of unity among 
God's people, particularly between Judah and Israel. The fracture between these two groups represents 
a critical moment of division, reflecting a larger theme of disunity that extends beyond just those two 
houses to the whole of God's people at the time. The staff's name "Bands," suggests a covenant 
connection and bond which once united the people under God’s guidance. Breaking this staff 
emphasizes the consequence of sin; it not only leads to relational disintegration among people but 
signifies God's displeasure and active role in the consequences of disobedience. The brokenness 
reflects an overarching theme of judgment that precedes the restoring actions of God, reinforcing the 
promise of eventual restoration amidst the imminent disconnect.

Zechariah 11:15

Verse: "And the Lord said unto me, Take unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd."

Interpretation: God’s instruction to take the instruments of a "foolish shepherd" indicates a continued 
discourse on leadership failures. The term "foolish" suggests a mode of leadership that lacks insight, 
wisdom, or moral rectitude, demonstrating a stark contrast to the ideal shepherd whom God desires to 
provide for His people. The "instruments" could refer to tools of authority, communication, or means of 
guidance, all of which, when wielded improperly, lead to destructive outcomes. This transition into 
discussing the foolish shepherd highlights the serious consequences of bad leadership, and serves as a 
prophetic warning of the potential ruin that results from neglecting the responsibilities bestowed upon 
spiritual leaders. This reinforces the ongoing theme of evaluating leadership against divine expectations 
amidst the community's suffering.

Zechariah 11:16

Verse: "For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land which shall not visit those that be cut off, 
neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, 
and tear their claws in pieces."

Interpretation: This verse presents a profound irony; rather than raising a compassionate shepherd, 
God indicates He will allow a shepherd to rise who exhibits many characteristics of negligence and 
brutality. The implication is that this figure will not engage with the marginalized among God’s people
—those cut off or broken—reflecting a complete disregard for the welfare of the flock. Instead, this 
shepherd will exploit the flock for personal gain, consuming the resources and destroying the 
vulnerable. The grotesque imagery of eating flesh and tearing claws alludes to a tyrannical leadership 
that serves only its own appetites, revealing a grim commentary on the nature of leaders, who prioritize 
wealth over care. This prophetic warning underscores the betrayal inherent in poor leadership and the 
dire consequences of forsaking divine guidance.



Zechariah 11:17

Verse: "Woe to the idle shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword shall be upon his arm, and 
upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened."

Interpretation: This final verse culminates in a declaration of "woe" to the idle shepherd—calling out 
a leader who abandons their responsibility when the flock is in dire need. This shepherd’s negligence 
warrants divine judgment: "the sword" represents impending destruction and retribution. The specific 
mention of the "arm" and "right eye" conveys a potent symbolic message. The arm symbolizes strength 
or authority, which will dwindle or be utterly ineffective, while the right eye signifies perception and 
insight that will become obscured. The imagery represents the consequences of failure to lead well, 
resulting not only in loss of power but also an inability to see or respond rightly in times of crisis. This 
warning captures the essence of accountability among those in positions of leadership, dictating a 
somber reminder of the fallout that occurs when leaders fail to embody the virtues expected of them.

CHAPTER 12:

Zechariah 12:1

"The burden of the word of the Lord for Israel, saith the Lord, which stretcheth forth the 
heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him."

This opening verse establishes the profound authority of God as the Creator and Sustainer of both the 
cosmos and humanity. The term "burden" indicates the weighty responsibility and serious matter God is 
addressing regarding Israel. By claiming to "stretch forth the heavens" and "lay the foundation of the 
earth," God emphasizes His omnipotence and the intentionality behind creation. It is a somber reminder 
to Israel of their unique relationship with the Creator, one that involves responsibility and 
accountability. Additionally, the mention of forming "the spirit of man within him" speaks to God’s 
intimate involvement in the lives of people, underscoring the notion that their fate is intertwined with 
divine purpose. This verse sets the stage for the revelation of divine intervention in Israel's future and 
the significance of their identity as God's chosen people.

Zechariah 12:2

"Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they 
shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem."

In this verse, God declares that Jerusalem will become a "cup of trembling," indicating that the city will 
become a source of fear and agitation for surrounding nations. The imagery of a cup suggests 
overflowing consequences, representing the intense conflict and upheaval that will arise from the 
geopolitical struggles surrounding Jerusalem. The phrase "when they shall be in the siege" foreshadows 
a time of great distress as foreign powers attempt to conquer the city, particularly targeting Judah and 
Jerusalem. This not only highlights the physical siege but also reflects the spiritual and emotional 
turmoil that will envelop both the city and its inhabitants. It is a prophetic warning that emphasizes the 



significant role Jerusalem will play in end-time events, suggesting that conflict with Jerusalem will 
evoke fear because of God’s protective hand over His people.

Zechariah 12:3

"And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden 
themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together 
against it."

Here, God further intensifies the prophetic message regarding Jerusalem, proclaiming it as a 
"burdensome stone." This metaphor illustrates the idea that Jerusalem will be an inescapable and 
overwhelming challenge for all who engage in conflict against it. The consequences of opposing 
Jerusalem are starkly warned: those who "burden themselves" with it shall suffer disastrous outcomes, 
described as being "cut in pieces." The phrase suggests a swift and severe judgment against nations and 
individuals who rise against what God has chosen and protected. The concluding remark about all the 
people of the earth gathering against it indicates a culmination of global hostility toward Israel, which, 
while fraught with peril for those opposing it, simultaneously affirms Jerusalem's significance in the 
divine plan and God’s ultimate sovereignty.

Zechariah 12:4

"In that day, saith the Lord, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with 
madness: and I will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the 
people with blindness."

In this verse, God's declaration emphasizes His control over military might and human endeavors. The 
act of striking "every horse with astonishment" and "his rider with madness" signifies a divine 
disruption of the enemy's plans and strategies. This bewilderment undermines their preparedness for 
battle, transforming their confident strength into chaos and confusion. God’s intention to "open mine 
eyes upon the house of Judah" signifies His watchful care and protection over His people, contrasting 
divine clarity with the blindness inflicted upon their adversaries. The divine metaphor of smiting horses 
with blindness demonstrates that earthly power and weaponry are rendered useless against the 
sovereign will of God. This verse powerfully conveys the message that God is actively involved in the 
defense of Jerusalem and Judah, assuring His people of His unshakeable support during times of 
conflict.

Zechariah 12:5

"And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my 
strength in the Lord of hosts their God."

This verse reflects a profound shift in perspective among the leaders of Judah. As the governors 
recognize the miraculous protection and sovereignty of the Lord over Jerusalem, they come to 
understand that their own strength is intertwined with the resilience and faith of Jerusalem's inhabitants. 
The phrase "my strength in the Lord of hosts" reveals the transformation from relying solely on 
military might to embracing a spiritual dependence on God. The governors’ acknowledgment that 



strength comes from the Lord is a call to unity and courage amidst the threatening circumstances 
surrounding them. It points to the idea of communal faith, where leaders draw strength from the 
collective faith of the people they govern. This reinforces the principle that true power arises from 
alignment with God’s purpose rather than human effort alone.

Zechariah 12:6

"In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a 
torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and 
on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem."

Here, God promises that the governors of Judah will be transformed into instruments of divine power, 
likened to a "hearth of fire" and "torch of fire." These vivid images illustrate their role as agents of 
purification and judgment, capable of incinerating their enemies metaphorically. The powerful 
language of “devour” conveys not just victory but a comprehensive overcoming of adversaries on every 
side. This statement encapsulates the divine protection and restoration of Jerusalem, assuring the 
people that they will once again thrive in their own city. The mention of Jerusalem being "inhabited 
again in her own place" is a restoration promise that not only highlights physical presence but also 
signifies spiritual renewal and security. This assurance serves to build hope within God’s people that 
despite overwhelming odds, He will fortify His chosen city and its leadership.

Zechariah 12:7

"The Lord also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the 
glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah."

This verse emphasizes God’s priority in delivering the "tents of Judah," which symbolizes the tribes 
and families of Judah, signifying His committed protection of His covenant people. The decision to 
save Judah first also serves as a strategic move to ensure that any victory or deliverance is not 
attributed solely to the might of David’s house or the citizens of Jerusalem but is inherently rooted in 
God’s mercy and power. By establishing this order of salvation, God reinforces the principles of 
humility and collective recognition of divine assistance. The glory of the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem is kept in check, highlighting that their triumphs are reflections of divine favor 
rather than mere human achievement. This statement evokes a sense of unity and communal identity 
among God’s people, as the focus is on God's overarching sovereignty rather than on individual or 
factional pride.

Zechariah 12:8

"In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among 
them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the 
Lord before them."

This verse provides a reassuring promise of divine defense for the people of Jerusalem, emphasizing 
God’s active role as their protector. The assurance that even the "feeble among them" will possess the 
strength akin to that of David signifies a transformation where the least amongst the people will exhibit 



extraordinary bravery and capability. This underscores the theme that God equips His people with 
strength that defies human limitations through His Spirit. Moreover, the remarkable statement that the 
"house of David shall be as God" elevates David’s lineage to a status reflecting divine authority, further 
emphasizing the sanctity and significance of God’s covenant promises. By likening the house of David 
to "the angel of the Lord," the text indicates that God's presence and power will manifest through His 
chosen leaders, instilling hope and inspiring confidence within His people amidst their dire 
circumstances.

Zechariah 12:9

"And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against 
Jerusalem."

In this verse, God expresses His intent to actively oppose all nations that rise against Jerusalem. The 
phrase "I will seek to destroy" indicates a deliberate and determined effort on God's part to defend His 
people and thwart their enemies, highlighting His commitment to protect Jerusalem as His chosen city. 
This definitive declaration provides assurance that God is not passively watching over His people but is 
dynamically engaged in their providential care. The promise of destruction for those who oppose 
Jerusalem underscores God's sovereignty and justice, reinforcing the idea that opposition to God's 
chosen people brings severe consequences. This declaration serves as both warning and comfort, 
suggesting that those who align themselves against the divine purpose will be met with judgment, while 
providing Jerusalem with the confidence that their God watches over them.

Zechariah 12:10

"And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 
grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is 
in bitterness for his firstborn."

This verse introduces a moment of profound spiritual awakening for the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. The promise of pouring out "the spirit of grace and of supplications" signifies 
an outpouring of divine love and a deepening of the relationship between God and His people. This 
transformation is coupled with a haunting recognition of “whom they have pierced,” alluding to a 
collective acknowledgment of their past rejection of God's messengers and their sins against Him. The 
mourning described here is profound, evoking imagery of deep familial loss, suggesting that their grief 
will be marked by regret and repentance. The depth of this mourning indicates a transformative 
realization of who Christ is, leading to genuine sorrow over their previous misdeeds. This profound 
moment signals a pivotal change in their spiritual trajectory, paving the way for redemption and 
restoration, as they recognize the suffering servant who bore their sins.

Zechariah 12:11

"In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in 
the valley of Megiddon."



In this verse, the mourning in Jerusalem is elevated to a level comparable to the profound lamentation 
observed during the death of King Josiah at Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. This reference 
not only frames the mourning in a historical context but underscores the significance of the grief that 
will envelop the city. The comparison indicates that the future mourning will not be shallow but rather 
deeply felt, resonating with communal loss and sorrow. Hadadrimmon symbolizes a time of great 
national tragedy and the yearning for God's presence after loss, foreshadowing the spiritual awakening 
and repentance that must occur within the hearts of the people in Jerusalem. This indicates that the 
recognition of their sin and the effects of their rejection of God will lead to a societal introspection that 
facilitates healing and restoration, hinting at the transformative power of genuine repentance.

Zechariah 12:12

"And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their 
wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart."

This verse extends the theme of mourning beyond the city, indicating that the grief will permeate the 
very fabric of the land and its families. The mention of "every family apart" underscores the personal 
nature of this mourning and the acknowledgment of collective sin, and each family will engage in their 
own sorrowful reflections, evoking a deep sense of humility before God. The specificity of families, 
such as the house of David and the house of Nathan, suggests the inclusiveness of this repentance, 
indicating that all lines of heritage and leadership will need to confront their past. The separation of 
men and women in this context emphasizes the collective nature of grief, allowing space for individual 
lamentation while also signifying unity in their recognition of estrangement from God. This focus on 
familial mourning foreshadows a deep spiritual awakening in which all aspects of society recognize 
their need for divine intervention and reconciliation.

Zechariah 12:13

"The family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and 
their wives apart."

Building upon the theme of mourning, this verse continues to detail the various families that will 
experience this profound sorrow. The inclusion of the "house of Levi" signifies the priests and those 
dedicated to Temple service, indicative of the spiritual leaders' responsibility and their introspection 
during this time. Their separate mourning emphasizes that true spiritual leadership requires 
acknowledging sin and seeking redemption, not only for themselves but also for the people they lead. 
The mention of the family of Shimei provides further specificity, showcasing the diversity within the 
families that will grieve. This individualized approach to mourning demonstrates the importance of 
personal accountability and recognition of sin, as well as the hope found in communal repentance. Each 
family's distinctive sorrow demonstrates the comprehensive nature of God's work within His people, as 
He calls them to confront their past transgressions and embrace the path of restoration.



Zechariah 12:14

"All the families that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart."

The chapter concludes with a powerful statement about the extent of mourning that will envelop all 
remaining families within Jerusalem. By emphasizing that “all the families that remain” will participate 
in this solemn process, Zechariah portrays a collective awakening among God’s people. The repetition 
of “every family apart” highlights the unique experience of sorrow and repentance for each family unit, 
suggesting that this is not merely a corporate response but a deeply personal one. This widespread 
mourning symbolizes a comprehensive realization of their collective disobedience and a heartfelt return 
to God, making space for divine grace and restoration. The emphasis on separation yet communal 
connection indicates that each family will individually reckon with their sins, but will ultimately draw 
from a unified understanding of their need for divine mercy. This lays the groundwork for the eventual 
healing and restoration promised by God, as true repentance has the transformative power to reconcile 
His people and cultivate renewed faith.

CHAPTER 13:

Zechariah 13:1

"In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness."

In this opening verse, the prophet Zechariah announces a significant and transformative event that will 
occur "in that day," signaling a time of redemption and renewal for the people of Israel. The imagery of 
a fountain suggests an overflowing source of purification and cleansing, symbolizing God's grace and 
mercy. This fountain is specifically directed towards the "house of David" and the "inhabitants of 
Jerusalem," indicating that it is meant for God’s chosen people who have strayed from His ways. The 
promise of a fountain that washes away both "sin" and "uncleanness" signifies a restoration of the 
covenant relationship between God and His people. It emphasizes not only the removal of guilt from 
sinful actions but also the cleansing from spiritual impurities that hinder their relationship with God. 
This verse foreshadows the coming of Christ, who would ultimately fulfill this cleansing through His 
sacrifice.

Zechariah 13:2

"And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the 
idols out of the land, and they shall no more be remembered: and also I will cause the prophets 
and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land."

In this verse, the Lord declares His intention to eradicate idolatry and false prophecy from the land, 
addressing a significant source of corruption and disobedience among His people. The phrase "cut off 
the names of the idols" suggests a total obliteration of both the practice and memory of these false 



gods, highlighting God's desire to purify the land from all that distracts His people from true worship. 
By stating that they "shall no more be remembered," the Lord emphasizes that the true worship of Him 
will be reinstated, devoid of any competing allegiances. Furthermore, the mention of causing "the 
prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land" indicates a removal of those who lead the people 
astray, both through false prophecy and spiritual impurity. This serves as a powerful reminder of God's 
commitment to maintaining the holiness of His people and establishing a community that reflects His 
righteousness.

Zechariah 13:3

"And it shall come to pass, that when any shall yet prophesy, then his father and his mother that 
begat him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live; for thou speakest lies in the name of the Lord: 
and his father and his mother that begat him shall thrust him through when he prophesieth."

This verse portrays a drastic shift in societal norms regarding prophecy, emphasizing the seriousness 
with which false prophets will be treated in the aftermath of divine judgment. The intense imagery of 
familial rejection—where a prophet is renounced even by his parents—underscores the severity of the 
consequences for speaking lies in the name of the Lord. The idea that parents would "thrust him 
through" reflects a notion of extreme vindication for accountability and a restoration of truth within the 
community. This reaction illustrates the restoration of righteousness among God's people, where the 
tolerance for deceit and falsehood is eradicated. The verse serves as a stark warning against speaking 
falsely under the guise of divine authority and highlights the seriousness with which God views true 
prophecy and faithfulness to Him.

Zechariah 13:4

"And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his vision, 
when he hath prophesied; neither shall they wear a rough garment to deceive."

In this verse, Zechariah continues the theme of the purification of prophecy, indicating that there will 
be a profound shame that will come upon false prophets when confronted with the reality of their 
deceptions. The phrase "the prophets shall be ashamed" highlights the loss of credibility and authority 
that these individuals will experience in the wake of God’s judgment. The reference to not wearing "a 
rough garment to deceive" points to the traditional attire of prophets, often characterized by coarse 
clothing as a sign of their ascetic lifestyle or prophetic calling. This statement signifies that the true 
prophets of God will no longer masquerade as such nor utilize deceptive garments to gain respect or 
legitimacy. Instead, there will be a clear demarcation between those who speak truth and those who 
mislead, thus restoring integrity in the prophetic office and ensuring that only authentic voices are 
heard in the community.



Zechariah 13:5

"But he shall say, I am no prophet, I am an husbandman; for man taught me to keep cattle from 
my youth."

In this verse, a false prophet is depicted as denying his former identity and instead claiming a more 
humble occupation as a husbandman or farmer. This response reflects a deep sense of shame and a 
recognition of the consequences of his deception. The declaration, "I am no prophet," suggests an 
acknowledgment of his wrongdoings and an attempt to distance himself from the false claims he once 
made. By presenting himself as someone whose life is grounded in agriculture, he hints at a return to a 
simpler, more honest livelihood devoid of the pretensions of prophecy. The phrase "for man taught me 
to keep cattle from my youth" illustrates a backstory of learning the ways of farming rather than 
prophesying, reinforcing the idea that he was not divinely chosen but rather misled into falsehood. This 
verse symbolizes a broader cultural shift where humility replaces arrogance, and authenticity is valued 
over charismatic deception.

Zechariah 13:6

"And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, 
Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends."

In this verse, the narrative shifts to a dialogue where an inquiry is made regarding the wounds on the 
hands of the false prophet. The question asks about the source and significance of these injurious 
marks, which in their context symbolizes recognition of suffering and redemption. The painful wounds 
can be interpreted in various ways: they might signify the consequences of participating in idolatry and 
the false prophecy, or they could be symbolic of the deeper wounds that come from betrayal and 
rejection among one's own people, the "house of my friends." This phrase invites reflection on the cost 
of being a false prophet in a community that once revered him, revealing the internal and external 
conflicts that arise when relationships are shattered by deceit. The wounds emphasize the profound 
betrayal that can occur in familiar surroundings and introduce themes of remorse, loss, and the desire 
for healing.

Zechariah 13:7

"Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of 
hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the 
little ones."

This verse conveys a poignant message concerning the coming of the shepherd, who represents a key 
figure in the community—a leader or messianic figure. The command to "Awake, O sword, against my 
shepherd" indicates a divine judgment wherein the shepherd is to be struck, leading to the scattering of 
the sheep. This foreshadows the suffering and sacrifice of Christ, who would be wounded for the 



transgressions of humanity. The scattering of the sheep highlights the potential for significant loss and 
disarray within the community following the shepherd's demise, reflecting the turmoil and confusion 
that typically arises in times of crisis. By stating, "I will turn mine hand upon the little ones," the Lord 
emphasizes His protective nature for the vulnerable and the promise of hope amid the adversity that 
might follow. This verse encapsulates the themes of sacrifice, the consequences of leadership, and the 
ultimate care of God for His people.

Zechariah 13:8

"And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off 
and die; but the third shall be left therein."

In this verse, the Lord predicts a dire consequence over the land where two-thirds of the population will 
face judgment and die, while only a remnant, a third portion, will be spared. The imagery of division 
carries a strong message of both judgment and mercy; while many face loss due to unfaithfulness and 
rebellion, the remaining third symbolizes hope and preservation amid destruction. This remnant reflects 
God's covenantal faithfulness, indicating that even in the face of widespread disobedience, there exists 
a group that will be refined and sustained. The striking proportions suggest God's serious approach to 
sin and His ultimate plan for redemption, built upon a purified people. The division serves as a warning 
about the consequences of turning away from God but also emphasizes His desire to restore and protect 
those who remain faithful to Him.

Zechariah 13:9

"And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will 
try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my 
people: and they shall say, The Lord is my God."

The chapter concludes with a message of hope and transformation for the remnant that is preserved 
through trials. The process of bringing the third part "through the fire" vividly illustrates the refining 
process where impurities are removed, producing strength and purity akin to that of refined silver and 
gold. This imagery emphasizes that the hardships they endure serve a divine purpose, preparing them 
for a deeper relationship with God. The promise that they "shall call on my name, and I will hear them" 
signifies a restored communication between God and His people, reinforcing the idea that faithfulness 
and prayer are central to their renewed identity. The concluding declarations, "It is my people" and 
"The Lord is my God," encapsulate the ultimate outcome of this transformation—a deeply intimate and 
reciprocal relationship between the Lord and those who have been refined and restored. This verse 
encapsulates the essence of divine redemption, portraying God as both protector and refiner of His 
people.

CHAPTER 14:

Zechariah 14:1

"Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee."



This opening verse proclaims a significant and inevitable day defined as "the day of the LORD," a term 
often associated with divine intervention and judgment in biblical literature. The phrase indicates that 
God will act decisively in history, manifesting His sovereignty and setting the stage for confrontation 
with His enemies. The mention of "thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee" suggests the 
imminent plundering of Jerusalem, where treasures and possessions will be seized from its inhabitants. 
This implies a period of chaos and conflict, as enemies will rise against the city, leading to a moment of 
vulnerability and loss for the people of Judah. It serves as a call for attention to the coming trials, 
emphasizing both the urgency of the situation and the wider implications for the inhabitants.

Zechariah 14:2

"For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the 
houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the 
residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city."

In verse 2, the prophet Zechariah articulates a dire prophecy where God orchestrates the gathering of 
all nations against Jerusalem. This suggests a comprehensive siege, where no nation remains neutral, 
highlighting the gravity of the situation. The phrase "the city shall be taken" depicts the crumbling 
defenses and ultimate capture of Jerusalem, a symbol of despair and defeat for the Israelites. The 
unsettling images that follow, such as houses being rifled and women being ravished, reveal the 
profound social and moral decay that accompanies warfare. These horrific acts underscore the depth of 
turmoil that besieges the city and its people. However, the verse concludes with the sobering note that 
not all will perish; "the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city," hinting at a remnant 
that will survive, which is a recurring theme in the prophetic literature, indicating hope amid impending 
judgment.

Zechariah 14:3

"Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of 
battle."

This verse introduces a powerful shift in the narrative, as it promises the active intervention of the 
LORD in the fray. It emphasizes that God will not remain passive in the face of aggression; instead, He 
will "go forth" to engage His adversaries directly. The comparison "as when he fought in the day of 
battle" harkens back to historic victories attributed to divine intervention, such as those experienced by 
Israel in battles against nations like Egypt and the Canaanites. This sets a tone of reassurance, 
suggesting that while Jerusalem may be under siege, God's might will ultimately prevail. It signifies a 
reestablishment of divine order and protection, reinforcing the belief that God defends His chosen 
people against overwhelming odds.

Zechariah 14:4

"And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the 
east; and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the 
west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the 
north, and half of it toward the south."



Here, the imagery intensifies as it describes the physical manifestation of the LORD's presence, with 
His feet standing on the Mount of Olives. This location holds significant geographical and spiritual 
symbolism, given its proximity to Jerusalem and its historical associations with prophetic events. The 
miracle of the mountain cleaving creates a dramatic topographical shift, resulting in "a very great 
valley." This act not only conveys the raw power of God but also suggests a means of escape or refuge 
for the beleaguered inhabitants of Jerusalem. The bifurcation of the mountain reflects divine 
intervention that alters the very landscape, further signifying that the LORD transforms situations of 
despair into opportunities for protection and deliverance.

Zechariah 14:5

"And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto 
Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of 
Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee."

This verse depicts a scenario of flight and refuge as the faithful are instructed to flee to the valley 
created by the cleaving of the Mount of Olives. The reference to "the valley of the mountains shall 
reach unto Azal" implies a thoroughfare where escape is possible amid tumultuous events. The 
comparison to the flight from the earthquake during King Uzziah's reign resonates with the historical 
upheaval and serves to evoke a strong emotional and spiritual response from the readers, reminding 
them of God's past acts of salvation. Importantly, the promise that "the LORD my God shall come" 
signifies His imminent presence, instilling hope among the people during their flight. The mention of 
"all the saints with thee" suggests the collective gathering of the faithful, emphasizing community and 
shared redemption as God's people stand together against oppression.

Zechariah 14:6

"And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: but it shall be 
one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at 
evening time it shall be light."

In this verse, the description of light, darkness, and an ambiguous day introduces an eschatological 
theme. The inability to distinguish between light and dark denotes a theophany—an event where God's 
presence changes the very fabric of nature and reality. This unique day "which shall be known to the 
LORD" emphasizes that it is beyond human comprehension and categorization. The phrase "it shall 
come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light" reverses expectations, suggesting divine restoration 
even in the darkest moments. The imagery alludes to hope and rejuvenation, a reminder that even in 
turmoil, God's presence can transform despair into illumination and joy.

Zechariah 14:7

"And it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD; not day, nor night: but it shall come 
to pass, that at evening time it shall be light."

The repetition of the idea that this day will be "known to the LORD" reinforces its significance. It 
underscores that the divine timetable is distinct from human understanding, marking it as a time of 



cosmic significance defined by God alone. The blend of day and night represents the extraordinary 
nature of the event, defying natural laws; it serves to emphasize the transcendental nature of God's 
actions. This transformation from darkness to light illustrates a radical shift, symbolizing hope and 
divine intervention even after the trials faced by the people. It encourages a radical rethinking of the 
traditional understanding of time and life experiences, promising that God can bring clarity and 
brightness even in the gloomiest of circumstances.

Zechariah 14:8

"And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward 
the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be."

In verse 8, the imagery of "living waters" flowing from Jerusalem symbolizes spiritual renewal and 
life-giving sustenance. This is particularly significant in the context of arid landscapes where water is 
both a literal and metaphorical necessity for life. The delineation of the waters flowing toward both the 
eastern (former sea, i.e., the Dead Sea) and western (hinder sea, or Mediterranean Sea) directions 
emphasizes the far-reaching effects of divine blessings and salvation. The phrase "in summer and in 
winter shall it be" suggests that this flow of life will be consistent, irrespective of the seasons, affirming 
God's unchanging provision and the continuous impact of His grace. This remarkable transformation 
underlines the reversal of judgment and the restoration of creation, reinforcing a theme of hope that 
God will nourish His people eternally.

Zechariah 14:9

"And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his 
name one."

This verse culminates in the affirmation of God's sovereignty, declaring that "the LORD shall be king 
over all the earth." It symbolizes a time when divine rule is not localized but universally recognized, 
signaling the end of strife among nations and the establishment of God's ultimate reign. The simplicity 
of the statement "in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one" highlights monotheism and 
unity among people who previously may have worshiped multiple deities. This calls forth a vision of 
global harmony and acknowledgement of God’s lordship—where every tongue confesses and every 
knee bows. Such an assertion assures the faithful of peace and righteousness flowing from the Lord’s 
kingdom, bringing the narrative of judgment and hope to a resounding conclusion.

Zechariah 14:10

"All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be 
lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto 
the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananel unto the king's winepresses."

In verse 10, the transformation of the land into a plain conveys a significant geographical alteration in 
the aftermath of divine intervention. The regions mentioned—from Geba in the north to Rimmon in the 
south—underscore the comprehensive nature of this phenomenon. The imagery of the land being 
"lifted up" suggests not only a physical transformation but also a spiritual elevation and restoration of 



Jerusalem's prominence. The specific geographical references provide a literal context, anchoring the 
prophetic vision in reality while emphasizing the unity and stability that God offers. This 
transformation indicates the reinstatement of Jerusalem's status as the spiritual and political center, 
inviting people to dwell in peace and harmony under God's reign.

Zechariah 14:11

"And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be 
safely inhabited."

In this verse, the promise of security for Jerusalem is reiterated. The phrase "there shall be no more 
utter destruction" signals the end of conflict and the restoration of peace. This contrasts starkly with 
earlier prophecies of siege and devastation, emphasizing the transformative nature of God's 
intervention. The assurance that "Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited" reflects an oasis of hope amidst 
previous judgments, signifying a restoration of community and fellowship. It evokes a vision of 
security and prosperity where God's people can flourish without fear of harm. This portrays a future 
brimming with restoration and communal well-being, ushering in an era of peace where divine 
promises of safety are fulfilled.

Zechariah 14:12

"And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought 
against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their 
eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth."

This verse introduces a graphic and vivid depiction of judgment against those who opposed Jerusalem. 
The imagery of a consuming plague represents the ultimate demise of the enemies, signifying that their 
rebellion against God will not go unpunished. The descriptions of flesh, eyes, and tongues being 
consumed evoke visceral horror and illustrate the severity of divine retribution. Rather than a 
conventional defeat, this punishment is portrayed as consuming, indicative of internal decay, and serves 
to emphasize the futility of standing against God's chosen city. The starkness of this portrayal serves as 
both a warning and a demonstration of God's power to protect and vindicate His people, reinforcing the 
notion of divine justice in the face of evil.

Zechariah 14:13

"And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; 
and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbor, and his hand shall rise up against 
the hand of his neighbor."

In this verse, the chaos resulting from divine judgment is highlighted. A "great tumult from the LORD" 
suggests that God's hand will shake the very foundations of the adversaries, leading to panic and 
disorder among them. The image of individuals turning against their neighbors serves to underscore the 
disarray; it highlights the breakdown of alliances and the descent into communal despair as the LORD 
acts decisively. This turmoil illustrates how divine intervention can not only protect the faithful but also 
create an environment of self-destruction for the enemies of God. The narrative echoes a significant 



theme throughout scripture: those who rise against the people of God will ultimately experience chaos 
and defeat.

Zechariah 14:14

"And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be 
gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance."

In verse 14, the focus shifts back to Judah and their role in the divine deliverance of Jerusalem. The 
phrase "Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem" emphasizes the active participation of God's people in the 
victory. The subsequent promise of wealth being gathered—from gold and silver to clothing—indicates 
that the battle's outcome will not only result in safety but also in provision and blessing. The abundance 
of riches underscores the theme of restoration, suggesting that as God defends His people, He will also 
reward them richly. This echoes historical instances where enemies' spoils were given to Israel after 
their victories, reinforcing the notion that faithfulness to God leads to blessings and sustenance.

Zechariah 14:15

"And so shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of the ass, and of all the 
beasts that shall be in these tents, as this plague."

Verse 15 intentionally expands the scope of judgment to include not just people, but also animals and 
possessions associated with the foes of Jerusalem. The phrase "the plague of the horse, of the mule, of 
the camel, and of the ass" emphasizes that all that belongs to the enemy is also subject to divine 
retribution. This holistic approach to judgment illustrates the complete nature of God's actions—
nothing associated with the oppressor will escape consequences. The animals symbolize the sustenance 
and strength of the adversaries, and their judgment serves to reinforce the totality of God's authority 
over creation. This aligns with the biblical principle that divine justice extends to all elements of an 
entity that resists God’s purposes.

Zechariah 14:16

"And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against 
Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to 
keep the feast of tabernacles."

In this verse, the narrative introduces a post-judgment scenario in which the remaining nations must 
recognize the sovereignty of the LORD. This shift from hostility to worship signals a profound 
transformation, where adversaries become humbled in the presence of God. The annual pilgrimage to 
"worship the King, the LORD of hosts" signifies a change in allegiance, reflecting the acknowledgment 
of God's ultimate authority. The specific mention of the "feast of tabernacles" connects the worship 
back to Israel's heritage, illustrating that God's plan leads not just to victory but also to unity and 
worship. This serves as a promise of restoration for all nations—an invitation to acknowledge the 
righteousness and lordship of God that extends beyond Israel to encompass the whole earth.



Zechariah 14:17

"And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to 
worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain."

This verse establishes a condition for the nations regarding their compliance to worship in Jerusalem. 
The absence of rain symbolizes both physical drought and spiritual barrenness, indicating the 
seriousness of their refusal. This presents a profound theological understanding: those who do not 
engage in recognition of God's sovereignty will face consequences—suggesting a direct correlation 
between worship and blessing. The notion of accountability among all the nations indicates that God's 
rule will not be limited to Jerusalem alone but will be a universal expectation. This creates a landscape 
in which worship becomes essential for sustenance, both literally and spiritually, ensuring that all must 
recognize the LORD's authority to receive His blessings.

Zechariah 14:18

"And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, 
wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles."

In verse 18, Egypt is singled out as an example, emphasizing that even historically significant nations 
are not exempt from God's justice. The refusal of any nation to participate in the worship of God is met 
with the threat of drought and plague, illustrating that rebellion against divine authority will lead to dire 
consequences. The specific reference to the "plague" indicates a continuation of the theme of judgment 
against opposition. This serves as a warning to all nations about the necessity of acknowledging God, 
framing worship as an essential aspect of existence and relationship with the Creator. The emphasis on 
the Feast of Tabernacles also suggests a remembrance of God’s deliverance, and those who ignore this 
call face the ramifications of estrangement from their source of life and sustenance.

Zechariah 14:19

"This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up to 
keep the feast of tabernacles."

In this verse, the concept of punishment is further solidified as it pertains to both Egypt and all nations 
that resist God's command to worship Him. The formal declaration of "the punishment of Egypt" 
illustrates the seriousness of the rebuke and sets a precedent for accountability among the nations. This 
ultimate penalty reinforces the idea that divine expectations extend beyond Israel, emphasizing the 
universal call to worship. Moreover, it encapsulates the themes of disruption and consequence, 
establishing that non-compliance leads to a disconnect from God’s blessings. The connection to the 
Feast of Tabernacles serves as a reminder of God’s provision and faithfulness, suggesting that genuine 
worship is not merely ritualistic but tied to remembrance, gratitude, and relationship with God.



Zechariah 14:20

"In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the 
pots in the LORD's house shall be like the bowls before the altar."

The final verse of this chapter portrays a grand vision of holiness permeating even the mundane aspects 
of life in that future restored reality. The phrase "upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE 
LORD" signifies a radical transformation in which everything is consecrated to God—indicating that 
every element of life, even those used for labor, will bear testimony to the sacredness of the Lord. This 
is an illustration of a kingdom where God's presence and holiness touch every facet of existence. 
Additionally, the comparison of "the pots in the LORD's house" to the bowls before the altar highlights 
the elevated status of all elements used in worship; everything associated with the temple will reflect 
purity and dedication. This portends a new era of worship characterized by unblemished devotion and 
the acknowledgment of God's ultimate authority, culminating in a vision where all of life is 
characterized by holiness and reverence toward God.

Zechariah Chapter 14 thus closes with a powerful depiction of restoration, divine justice, and the 
universal acknowledgment of God as King, emphasizing the hope and future promise of a kingdom 
ruled by righteousness and peace.

Detailed Conclusion to the Book of Zechariah

1. God’s Deliverance and the Victory Over the Nations (Zechariah 12–13)
The concluding chapters depict a day when Jerusalem becomes a cup of staggering for the nations—a 
symbol of divine judgment. Though all nations will gather against Jerusalem, the Lord will intervene 
decisively, delivering His people and establishing His power. Zechariah highlights God as the divine 
warrior, ensuring that no human effort can thwart His plans.

This deliverance also underscores the vulnerability of Israel and their reliance on God. The house of 
David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will recognize the one "whom they have pierced," leading to a 
profound mourning as they repent of their sins. This imagery points toward a spiritual renewal and 
acknowledgment of God’s sovereign grace. The outpouring of a spirit of grace and supplication marks 
a turning point where the people are reconciled to God.

2. The Purification and Renewal of God’s People
Chapter 13 transitions into a vision of purification. A fountain will be opened to cleanse the people 
from sin and impurity. Idolatry, false prophecy, and spiritual corruption will be eradicated. Zechariah 
portrays a purified remnant that remains faithful to God, having been refined as silver and gold are 
refined in fire.

This purification is not without cost, as Zechariah alludes to the striking of the shepherd, which scatters 
the sheep. Yet this scattering ultimately leads to the survival and sanctification of the faithful remnant. 
This imagery reinforces the dual themes of judgment and restoration, hallmarks of Zechariah’s 
prophecy.



3. The Day of the Lord and the Universal Reign of God (Zechariah 14)
The final chapter offers a majestic vision of the "Day of the Lord," when God will intervene in history 
to establish His eternal kingdom. This day is marked by cosmic upheaval, as the Mount of Olives splits 
in two and living waters flow from Jerusalem, symbolizing divine sustenance and life for all creation.

Jerusalem is transformed into the center of God’s kingdom, secure and holy. All nations will gather 
annually to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, during the Feast of Tabernacles. This universal 
worship signifies the fulfillment of God’s promise to bless all nations through His people. Zechariah 
emphasizes the holiness of this new order, where even mundane objects like cooking pots and horse 
bells will bear the inscription “Holy to the Lord.”

Theological Themes in the Conclusion

The Book of Zechariah concludes with a message of hope, emphasizing God’s ultimate sovereignty and 
the fulfillment of His covenant promises. The themes of repentance, purification, and restoration point 
to a future where God reigns supreme, His people are sanctified, and His glory fills the earth. The 
apocalyptic vision serves as a reminder of God’s faithfulness to His promises and the need for His 
people to remain steadfast in their faith.

This grand conclusion leaves the reader with a sense of awe and anticipation for the full realization of 
God’s redemptive plan, making the Book of Zechariah a powerful testament to God’s enduring love 
and His ultimate victory over sin and death.

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of 
inspiration and guidance on your spiritual journey. His books are created with a 
deep sense of faith and a desire to uplift and inspire all who read. 
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