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Introduction to the Book of Philemon

The book of Philemon is one of the shortest yet most personal letters written by the Apostle Paul, 
consisting of only 25 verses. Despite its brevity, the letter offers profound insights into Christian love, 
forgiveness, reconciliation, and the transformative power of the gospel within social relationships. It is 
a powerful testimony to how the gospel transcends societal barriers, in this case, the relationship 
between a master and his runaway slave.

1. Background and Historical Context

Philemon was a wealthy Christian and likely a leader of a house church in Colossae. He had a slave 
named Onesimus who had run away, possibly after committing a wrong against Philemon (likely theft 
or abandonment). During his time away, Onesimus encountered Paul, who was imprisoned (likely in 
Rome) and became a believer under Paul's ministry. The relationship between Paul and Onesimus grew, 
and the apostle saw Onesimus not just as a runaway slave but as a brother in Christ.

At the time of writing, the institution of slavery was a common practice in the Roman Empire, with 
millions of slaves forming a significant part of the economy. However, Paul’s letter challenges the 



cultural norms of the day by addressing the issue of reconciliation between a slave and a master, 
framed within the context of Christian fellowship and brotherhood.

Paul wrote this letter to Philemon, urging him to accept Onesimus back—not as a slave, but as a 
beloved brother in Christ. This appeal touches on several themes central to Christian doctrine: 
forgiveness, equality in Christ, and the transforming power of the gospel.

2. Authorship and Date

The Apostle Paul is traditionally understood as the author of Philemon. The letter is written in Paul’s 
typical style, with personal greetings, theological reflections, and appeals to Christian virtues. Paul's 
name appears in the salutation (Philemon 1:1), and the tone of the letter reflects his deep personal 
connection with both Philemon and Onesimus.

Scholars believe that Philemon was written around A.D. 60-62, during Paul’s first imprisonment in 
Rome. It was likely written at the same time as the letter to the Colossians, given that Philemon was 
from Colossae and many individuals mentioned in both letters overlap, such as Archippus and 
Epaphras (Philemon 1:2, 23; Colossians 4:12-17). The letter was likely delivered by Tychicus and 
Onesimus, as mentioned in Colossians 4:7-9.

3. Themes and Purpose

At the heart of Philemon lies the theme of Christian reconciliation. Paul’s letter is a practical 
outworking of the gospel’s implications for personal and social relationships. He does not directly 
challenge the institution of slavery, but his request for Philemon to receive Onesimus as a brother in 
Christ undermines the very foundation of the master-slave relationship as it existed in that culture.

Several key themes emerge from the letter:

• Forgiveness and Reconciliation: Paul appeals to Philemon to forgive Onesimus, modeling 
Christ-like forgiveness and reconciliation. Paul doesn’t command Philemon but gently 
persuades him based on love (Philemon 1:9).

• Transformation in Christ: Onesimus, whose name means "useful," was once "useless" to 
Philemon, but through his conversion, he has become "useful" to both Philemon and Paul 
(Philemon 1:11). This transformation is an example of the power of the gospel to change lives.

• Brotherhood in Christ: Paul emphasizes that both Onesimus and Philemon are now brothers in 
Christ, equal in the Lord (Philemon 1:16). This concept of equality challenges the societal 
hierarchy of master and slave, revealing the unifying power of the gospel.

• Intercession and Advocacy: Paul intercedes on behalf of Onesimus, offering to cover any debt 
he owes Philemon (Philemon 1:18-19). This mirrors the gospel in which Christ advocates for 
humanity and pays the debt of sin.



4. Key Characters

• Philemon: A wealthy Christian and church leader in Colossae, Philemon was the master of 
Onesimus. Paul describes him as a loving and faithful man (Philemon 1:4-7), and the letter 
suggests that he had a significant influence in the local Christian community. Philemon is 
presented as a man of integrity and someone who would be willing to follow Paul's appeal.

• Onesimus: A runaway slave who, after fleeing from Philemon, encounters Paul and becomes a 
Christian. Paul describes Onesimus as his "child" in the faith and a "beloved brother" (Philemon 
1:10, 16). Onesimus' story is one of transformation—from being "useless" as a runaway slave to 
becoming "useful" through his new faith in Christ.

• Paul: The apostle, while imprisoned, writes this letter as a mediator between Philemon and 
Onesimus. Paul’s appeal is filled with tact, diplomacy, and a deep understanding of Christian 
love and ethics. He acts not just as a spiritual father to Onesimus but also as a friend and 
counselor to Philemon.

5. Purpose of the Letter

Paul’s letter to Philemon serves multiple purposes:

1. To Facilitate Reconciliation: The primary aim of the letter is to bring about reconciliation 
between Philemon and Onesimus. Paul encourages Philemon to forgive Onesimus and receive 
him back as a brother in Christ rather than as a slave, transforming their relationship.

2. To Model Christian Love and Forgiveness: Through this personal appeal, Paul provides a 
model of how Christians should interact with one another—based on love, forgiveness, and a 
shared identity in Christ. This is a practical outworking of the theological truths found 
throughout Paul's letters.

3. To Highlight the Transformative Power of the Gospel: Onesimus’ transformation from a 
runaway slave to a valuable brother in Christ underscores the theme that the gospel changes 
lives and transcends societal structures, including the institution of slavery.

6. Relevance Today

Though the specific issue of slavery addressed in Philemon may not be as directly relevant in today’s 
society, the letter’s principles of forgiveness, reconciliation, and brotherhood in Christ are timeless. It 
reminds believers of the power of the gospel to heal relationships, break down barriers, and transform 
lives. Philemon also challenges modern readers to examine how they treat others, particularly those in 
positions of inequality, and how the gospel compels Christians to view one another as equal and 
beloved members of the body of Christ.

In conclusion, the letter to Philemon is a unique and intimate portrayal of the gospel in action. Through 
its brief but powerful message, Paul illustrates the depth of Christian love, the call to reconciliation, 
and the radical transformation that faith in Christ can bring to both individuals and relationships.



Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:1 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Philemon 1:1 serves as the opening of a personal letter from the Apostle Paul to Philemon, a Christian 
who is believed to have been a wealthy man in Colossae. This verse sets the tone for the entire epistle, 
highlighting key themes such as friendship, authority, and the nature of Christian relationships.

Text of Philemon 1:1 (KJV)

“Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and 
fellowlabourer.”

Analysis of Key Components

1. Paul’s Identification

• The verse begins with “Paul,” identifying the author. Paul is one of the most prominent 
figures in early Christianity and is known for his missionary work and theological 
writings.

• He refers to himself as “a prisoner of Jesus Christ.” This phrase indicates his current 
situation during the time of writing—he was imprisoned in Rome. By stating he is a 
prisoner “of Jesus Christ,” Paul emphasizes that his imprisonment is not merely due to 
Roman authorities but is part of his commitment to Christ. This reflects his 
understanding that he is under divine authority rather than human oppression.

2. Timothy’s Inclusion

• The mention of “Timothy our brother” signifies that Timothy was with Paul at this time 
and shares in the ministry. Timothy was a close companion and co-worker with Paul, 
often serving as his representative in various churches.

• By including Timothy in the greeting, Paul adds weight to his message; it shows that 
this letter is not just from an apostle but also has support from another respected figure 
in early Christianity.

3. Addressing Philemon

• The letter is addressed “unto Philemon our dearly beloved.” This phrase indicates a 
deep affection between Paul and Philemon. The term “dearly beloved” suggests that 
their relationship goes beyond mere acquaintance; it implies a bond formed through 
shared faith and mutual respect.



• Calling him “fellowlabourer” highlights Philemon’s active role in ministry alongside 
Paul. It acknowledges Philemon’s contributions to spreading the Gospel and serving 
within the Christian community.

4. Contextual Significance

• This introduction sets up the context for Paul’s appeal regarding Onesimus, a runaway 
slave who had come into contact with Paul during his imprisonment. The personal 
nature of this letter contrasts with Paul’s other epistles directed at churches or broader 
audiences.

• The use of familial language (“brother”) emphasizes equality among believers 
regardless of social status—Philemon being a master and Onesimus being a slave.

5. Theological Implications

• The phrase “prisoner of Jesus Christ” can be seen as an assertion of identity rooted in 
faith rather than circumstance. It reflects Paul’s understanding that true freedom comes 
from serving Christ, even while physically imprisoned.

• Additionally, this verse introduces themes central to Christian doctrine: love, fellowship 
among believers, and reconciliation—key elements that will be further developed 
throughout the letter.

Conclusion

Philemon 1:1 encapsulates essential aspects of Paul’s identity as an apostle imprisoned for Christ’s 
sake while simultaneously establishing a warm connection with Philemon through shared faith and 
labor in ministry. This opening verse lays down both relational dynamics and theological foundations 
crucial for understanding Paul’s subsequent appeal regarding Onesimus.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:2 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Philemon 1:2 reads, “And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church 
in thy house.” This verse serves as a greeting from Paul to specific individuals and a collective group 
within the context of the early Christian community. Each name mentioned carries significance that 
reflects their roles and relationships within the church.

Analysis of Key Components

1. “And to our beloved Apphia”

• The term “beloved” indicates a close personal relationship. Apphia is likely Philemon’s 
wife, as inferred from historical context and traditional interpretations. The use of 
“beloved” suggests that she held a significant place not only in Philemon’s life but also 
in Paul’s affections.



• The name “Apphia” itself is of Phrygian origin, which aligns with the geographical 
context of Colossae where this letter was addressed. This connection emphasizes her 
cultural background and possibly her role in the local church.

2. “and Archippus our fellowsoldier”

• Archippus is described as a “fellow soldier,” which implies that he was actively 
engaged in the spiritual warfare associated with spreading the Gospel. This term denotes 
camaraderie and shared mission among believers.

• There is some debate regarding whether Archippus was Philemon’s son or another 
relative; however, many scholars suggest he may have been a leader within the church, 
possibly serving as a pastor or elder based on references found in Colossians 4:17.

• His inclusion here highlights his importance in supporting both Paul’s ministry and 
Philemon’s household.

3. “and to the church in thy house”

• This phrase indicates that Philemon hosted a congregation within his home, which was 
common practice among early Christians who often lacked dedicated worship spaces.

• The mention of “the church” signifies that this gathering was recognized as part of the 
broader Christian community. It underscores Philemon’s hospitality and leadership role 
within this assembly.

• Hosting a church also implies that Philemon had resources and space conducive for 
communal worship, reflecting his status within the community.

Conclusion

Philemon 1:2 encapsulates key relational dynamics within the early Christian community by 
addressing specific individuals who played vital roles in both personal and communal faith practices. 
Paul’s affectionate language towards Apphia, his commendation of Archippus as a fellow laborer, and 
recognition of the church meeting at Philemon’s house collectively illustrate an environment 
characterized by love, support, and shared mission.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:3 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Philemon 1:3 states, “Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” This 
verse serves as a greeting that encapsulates key theological themes central to the Christian faith. It is 
part of Paul’s letter to Philemon, which addresses issues of forgiveness, reconciliation, and the nature 
of Christian relationships.

Analysis of Key Terms

1. Grace : The term “grace” (Greek: charis ) refers to unmerited favor or kindness bestowed by 

God upon humanity. In this context, Paul emphasizes that grace is not just a general concept 
but a specific gift from God. It signifies God’s goodwill towards believers and His willingness 



to forgive sins through Jesus Christ. By starting with “grace,” Paul sets a tone of divine 
benevolence that underpins the entire letter.

2. Peace : Following grace, Paul mentions “peace” (Greek: eirene ), which denotes a state of 

tranquility or harmony. In biblical terms, peace often refers to the inner peace that comes from 
a right relationship with God. This peace is essential for believers as it allows them to navigate 
conflicts and challenges in their lives, including interpersonal disputes like those between 
Philemon and Onesimus.

3. From God our Father : This phrase establishes the source of both grace and peace—God 

Himself. By referring to God as “our Father,” Paul underscores the familial relationship 
between believers and God, emphasizing intimacy and care. It also reflects the communal 
aspect of Christianity; believers are part of one family under God’s fatherhood.

4. And the Lord Jesus Christ : The inclusion of Jesus Christ alongside God the Father highlights 

the divinity of Christ and His integral role in bestowing grace and peace upon believers. This 
dual reference affirms the Christian doctrine of the Trinity—one God in three persons—and 
reinforces Jesus’ authority as Lord over all aspects of life.

Theological Implications

The greeting in Philemon 1:3 encapsulates several theological implications:

• Unity in Faith : By addressing both God and Jesus together, Paul emphasizes that true unity 

among believers stems from their shared faith in both figures.

• Foundation for Relationships : The concepts of grace and peace serve as foundational 

principles for how Christians should interact with one another. As Paul will later appeal for 
Philemon’s forgiveness towards Onesimus, this greeting foreshadows his call for reconciliation 
based on grace.

• Encouragement for Believers : The greeting serves not only as a formal introduction but also 

as an encouragement for Philemon amidst potential conflict regarding Onesimus’ return. It 
reminds him that he operates under divine grace and can extend that same grace towards others.

Conclusion

Philemon 1:3 is more than just a salutation; it is rich with meaning that sets up the themes explored 
throughout Paul’s letter. The invocation of grace and peace from both God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ establishes a framework within which all subsequent discussions about forgiveness, 
relationships, and Christian conduct must be understood.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:4 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse



Philemon 1:4 states, “I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers.” This verse is 
part of Paul’s letter to Philemon, a Christian leader and slave owner in Colossae. The context of this 
epistle is significant as it addresses themes of forgiveness, reconciliation, and the transformation that 
comes through faith in Christ.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “I thank my God”

• This phrase indicates Paul’s attitude of gratitude towards God. It reflects a personal 
relationship with God where Paul acknowledges His sovereignty and goodness. The act 
of thanking God suggests that Paul recognizes the positive influence that Philemon has 
had within the Christian community.

2. “making mention of thee always”

• The phrase “making mention” implies a continual remembrance or acknowledgment of 
Philemon in prayer. This highlights the importance of intercessory prayer in Paul’s 
ministry. By stating “always,” Paul emphasizes the consistency and frequency with 
which he prays for Philemon, indicating a deep concern for his spiritual well-being.

3. “in my prayers”

• The reference to “my prayers” signifies that Paul engages in personal prayer rather than 
merely formal or communal prayer. This personal touch underscores the intimacy of 
Paul’s relationship with both God and Philemon. It also illustrates how prayer serves as 
a vital connection between believers, fostering unity within the body of Christ.

Theological Implications

• Intercessory Prayer:  This verse serves as an example for Christians regarding the practice of 

praying for one another. Paul’s commitment to pray for Philemon demonstrates how believers 
should support each other spiritually.

• Gratitude:  Expressing thanks to God is an essential aspect of Christian life. It encourages 

believers to recognize God’s work in others’ lives and fosters a spirit of appreciation within the 
church community.

• Community and Fellowship:  By mentioning Philemon specifically, Paul reinforces the idea 

that individual relationships matter within the larger body of Christ. Each member’s 
contribution is valuable and worthy of recognition.

Conclusion



Philemon 1:4 encapsulates key themes present throughout Paul’s letters: gratitude, prayer, and 
community among believers. It sets a tone for the rest of the epistle by establishing a foundation built 
on love and mutual support among Christians.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:5 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Philemon 1:5 reads, “Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward 
all saints.” This verse is part of Paul’s personal letter to Philemon, a Christian leader in Colossae. In 
this brief yet profound statement, Paul acknowledges two essential characteristics of Philemon’s 
Christian life: his love and faith.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Hearing of thy love and faith”

• The phrase begins with “Hearing,” indicating that Paul has received reports about 
Philemon’s character and actions. This suggests that Philemon’s reputation for love and 
faith has spread beyond his immediate community. It implies a communal aspect to 
faith; others are observing and speaking about Philemon’s virtues.

• The conjunction “and” connects two significant traits: “love” and “faith.” Both qualities 
are foundational to the Christian experience, as they reflect the believer’s relationship 
with God and others.

2. “which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus”

• Here, Paul specifies that Philemon’s faith is directed towards “the Lord Jesus.” This 
indicates a personal trust in Christ as Savior and Lord. The term “faith” in this context 
can be understood as both belief in Christ’s redemptive work and fidelity to Him.

• The use of “toward” (Greek: pros) denotes directionality, suggesting that Philemon 
actively engages with his faith in a relational manner towards Jesus. His faith is not 
passive but involves an active commitment to following Christ.

3. “and toward all saints”

• The second part of this phrase emphasizes that Philemon’s love extends beyond his 
relationship with Christ; it also encompasses “all saints.” In the New Testament, 
“saints” refers to all believers in Christ, not just a select few who have achieved 
exceptional holiness.

• The word “toward” (Greek: eis) implies an action or movement towards others, 
indicating that Philemon demonstrates his love through tangible acts of kindness and 



support for fellow believers. This reflects the biblical principle that genuine faith 
manifests itself through love for others (Galatians 5:6).

Theological Implications

• Faith and Love as Cornerstones:  This verse highlights the inseparable nature of faith and 

love within the Christian life. Faith in Jesus naturally produces love for others; they are two 
sides of the same coin. Paul’s acknowledgment serves as both commendation for Philemon’s 
character and encouragement for him to continue living out these virtues.

• Community Impact:  By mentioning how he has heard about Philemon’s attributes, Paul 

underscores the importance of a believer’s influence within their community. A faithful witness 
can inspire others and contribute positively to the body of Christ.

• Encouragement for Action:  As Paul prepares to make a request regarding Onesimus later in 

the letter, he lays a foundation by reminding Philemon of his established character traits—love 
and faith—which will be crucial when considering how he treats Onesimus upon his return.

Conclusion

In summary, Philemon 1:5 encapsulates key elements of Christian discipleship—faith directed towards 
Jesus coupled with selfless love towards fellow believers. It serves as both an affirmation of 
Philemon’s character by Paul and an exhortation for him to continue embodying these traits in 
practical ways.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:6 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Philemon 1:6 reads, “That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging 
of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.” This verse is a part of Paul’s letter to Philemon, 
where he expresses gratitude for Philemon’s faith and love. The verse serves as a prayerful wish that 
Philemon’s faith would manifest itself actively through his actions and understanding of the blessings 
he has received in Christ.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “That the communication of thy faith”

• The term “communication” here translates from the Greek word “koinonia,” which 
means fellowship or sharing. Paul emphasizes that Philemon’s faith should not remain 
an internal belief but should be expressed outwardly. This suggests that true faith is 
active and involves sharing with others, particularly within the Christian community.

2. “may become effectual”



• The phrase “may become effectual” indicates Paul’s desire for Philemon’s faith to have 
a tangible impact. The Greek word used here implies effectiveness or productivity. Paul 
is encouraging Philemon to let his faith produce results in his life and in the lives of 
those around him.

3. “by the acknowledging of every good thing”

• This part stresses the importance of recognition and awareness. Acknowledging every 
good thing refers to recognizing all the blessings and gifts that come from God through 
Christ Jesus. It implies a deep understanding of one’s spiritual wealth and how this 
awareness can motivate action.

4. “which is in you in Christ Jesus”

• The phrase “in you in Christ Jesus” highlights that these good things are rooted in one’s 
relationship with Christ. It underscores that any spiritual blessing or goodness comes 
through being united with Jesus, emphasizing the transformative power of this 
relationship.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several theological themes:

• Faith as Action:  Paul’s request reflects a broader biblical principle that genuine faith manifests 

itself through actions (James 2:17). Faith should lead to works that benefit others.

• Community Impact:  The call for effective communication of faith suggests that individual 

believers play a crucial role within their communities, impacting others through their 
expressions of love and service.

• Recognition of Blessings:  Recognizing God’s blessings fosters gratitude and motivates 

believers to act out their faith, reinforcing their identity as followers of Christ.

Conclusion

In summary, Philemon 1:6 serves as an encouragement from Paul for Philemon to let his faith be 
active and impactful by recognizing all the good things he has received from God through Christ. It 
calls for a dynamic expression of faith that benefits both himself and others within his community.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:7 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Philemon 1:7 reads, “For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because the bowels of the 
saints are refreshed by thee, brother.” This verse is part of Paul’s letter to Philemon, a personal appeal 
regarding Onesimus, a runaway slave who had become a Christian. In this verse, Paul expresses his 
gratitude and appreciation for Philemon’s character and actions.



Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “For we have great joy and consolation in thy love”

• The phrase “great joy and consolation” indicates that Paul finds immense happiness and 
comfort in Philemon’s love. The term “joy” (Greek: χαρά, chara) signifies a deep-seated 
gladness that arises from the positive impact Philemon has had on others. “Consolation” 
(Greek: παραμυθία, paramythia) refers to comfort or encouragement provided through 
Philemon’s actions.

• The use of “thy love” emphasizes the personal nature of this affection. It suggests that 
Philemon’s love is not just an abstract concept but is actively demonstrated through his 
deeds toward others.

2. “because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee”

• The term “bowels” (Greek: σπλάγχνα, splanchna) in biblical literature often symbolizes 
one’s innermost being or affections. It reflects deep emotional responses rather than 
physical organs. In this context, it indicates that Philemon’s kindness has touched the 
very hearts of fellow believers.

• The word “refreshed” (Greek: ἀναπαύω, anapauō) means to give rest or relief. Paul 
acknowledges that Philemon has provided spiritual refreshment to other Christians 
through his acts of charity and support.

• By using “the saints,” Paul refers to all believers in Christ, indicating that Philemon’s 
influence extends beyond individual relationships to encompass the broader Christian 
community.

3. “by thee, brother.”

• The inclusion of “brother” signifies a familial bond within the Christian faith. It 
underscores equality among believers regardless of social status—Philemon being a 
master and Onesimus a slave.

• This term also serves as an affectionate reminder that they share a common faith in 
Christ Jesus.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several theological themes:

• The Power of Love:  Paul’s acknowledgment of Philemon’s love illustrates how genuine 

Christian love can lead to joy and encouragement within the church community.

• Mutual Support Among Believers:  The refreshing effect that one believer can have on 

another highlights the importance of community support in spiritual growth.

• Transformation Through Faith:  By referring to Philemon as a brother, Paul emphasizes how 

faith in Christ transforms relationships and societal norms.



Conclusion

In summary, Philemon 1:7 serves as both an expression of gratitude from Paul towards Philemon for 
his loving actions and an affirmation of how such actions positively impact the wider Christian 
community. It encourages believers today to embody similar qualities—showing love and providing 
refreshment to one another through their deeds.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:8 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Philemon 1:8 reads, “Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is 
convenient.” This verse serves as a pivotal moment in the Apostle Paul’s letter to Philemon, where he 
delicately approaches a sensitive subject regarding Onesimus, a runaway slave who has become a 
Christian. Paul’s choice of words and his approach reflect his understanding of Christian love and the 
relational dynamics between believers.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Wherefore” : This term indicates a conclusion or reasoning based on previous statements. In 

this context, it connects Paul’s forthcoming request to the established relationship and mutual 
respect he shares with Philemon. It suggests that what follows is grounded in their shared faith 
and love.

2. “though I might be much bold in Christ” : Here, Paul acknowledges his apostolic authority 

granted by Christ. The phrase “might be much bold” implies that Paul has the right to speak 
with confidence due to his position as an apostle. However, he chooses not to exercise this 
authority in a commanding manner but rather in an appealing way.

3. “to enjoin thee” : The word “enjoin” means to command or direct someone to do something. 

Paul recognizes that he could issue a directive given his role; however, he opts for persuasion 
instead of command.

4. “that which is convenient” : The term “convenient,” translated from the Greek word “anēkō,” 

refers to what is proper or fitting in the situation at hand. Paul implies that there are moral and 
ethical considerations involved in his request regarding Onesimus’s return.

Thematic Implications

Paul’s approach embodies several key themes:

• Authority vs. Love : While Paul possesses the authority as an apostle to command Philemon, 

he prioritizes love over authority. This reflects a core principle of Christian leadership—leading 
through love rather than coercion.



• Christian Fellowship : By framing his request within the context of their relationship as 

brothers in Christ, Paul emphasizes the importance of mutual respect and fellowship among 
believers.

• Moral Responsibility : The use of “convenient” highlights that there are moral obligations tied 

to their faith that transcend mere legalistic commands. It suggests that true obedience arises 
from love and understanding rather than obligation alone.

Conclusion

In Philemon 1:8, Paul exemplifies how Christian leaders should navigate complex interpersonal 
relationships with grace and humility. His decision not to command but rather to appeal reflects the 
transformative power of love within Christian community dynamics.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:9 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Epistle to Philemon is one of the letters written by the Apostle Paul while he was imprisoned, 
likely in Rome. This letter is addressed to Philemon, a wealthy Christian and slave owner, regarding 
Onesimus, a runaway slave who had become a Christian through Paul’s ministry. The letter serves as 
both a personal appeal and a theological discussion about forgiveness, reconciliation, and the nature of 
Christian relationships.

Text of Philemon 1:9 (KJV)

“Yet for love’s sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner 
of Jesus Christ.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Yet for love’s sake”

• This phrase indicates that Paul’s approach is motivated by love rather than authority. He 
emphasizes that his request is grounded in the love shared among believers and the 
mutual respect they have for each other in Christ. Paul chooses to appeal to Philemon’s 
heart rather than command him based on his apostolic authority.

2. “I rather beseech thee”

• The term “beseech” conveys a sense of earnestness and humility. Paul does not want to 
impose his authority but instead seeks cooperation from Philemon. This reflects the 
principle that true leadership in Christianity often involves persuasion through love 
rather than coercion through power.

3. “being such an one as Paul the aged”



• Here, Paul identifies himself as “the aged,” which can be understood both literally and 
metaphorically. At this time, he would have been in his sixties, considered elderly by 
cultural standards of that era. His age adds weight to his request; it implies wisdom 
gained through experience and suffering for the Gospel’s sake.

4. “and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ.”

• By referring to himself as a “prisoner of Jesus Christ,” Paul highlights that his 
imprisonment is not merely due to Roman authorities but is part of his commitment to 
Christ’s mission. This statement serves two purposes: it establishes his credibility as 
someone who has sacrificed much for the faith and appeals to Philemon’s compassion 
towards someone suffering for their shared beliefs.

Theological Implications

• Christian Love and Relationships:  Paul’s appeal underscores the importance of love in 

Christian relationships. It suggests that actions taken within the church should stem from love 
rather than obligation or authority.

• Authority vs. Humility:  The contrast between commanding and beseeching illustrates how 

Christian leaders are called to exercise their authority with humility and gentleness.

• Suffering for Christ:  By identifying himself as a prisoner for Christ, Paul invites Philemon to 

consider the broader implications of their faith—suffering can lead to growth in character and 
deeper relationships within the body of Christ.

Conclusion

Philemon 1:9 encapsulates key themes present throughout Paul’s letters: love, humility in leadership, 
and the significance of shared faith experiences among believers. By choosing to beseech rather than 
command, Paul exemplifies how Christians are called to interact with one another—through love and 
mutual respect.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:10 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse  Philemon 1:10 reads, “I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have 

begotten in my bonds.” This verse is a crucial part of Paul’s appeal to Philemon regarding Onesimus, a 
runaway slave who has become a Christian. The context of this letter is essential for understanding the 
significance of Paul’s words and the relationship between these individuals.

Analysis of Key Terms

1. “I beseech thee” : The term “beseech” indicates a strong appeal or request rather than a 

command. Paul is not exercising his apostolic authority but is instead appealing to Philemon’s 



sense of compassion and love. This sets a tone of humility and respect, emphasizing the 
relational aspect of their interaction.

2. “for my son Onesimus” : By referring to Onesimus as “my son,” Paul establishes a deep 

personal connection with him. This term suggests that Paul sees himself as a spiritual father to 
Onesimus, having led him to faith in Christ during his imprisonment. The use of familial 
language serves to soften Philemon’s heart towards Onesimus, reminding him that he is not just 
a runaway slave but someone who has been transformed by the gospel.

3. “whom I have begotten in my bonds” : The phrase “begotten in my bonds” refers to Paul’s 

imprisonment. It signifies that while Paul was physically confined, he was actively engaged in 
spiritual ministry, leading others like Onesimus to salvation. This highlights the paradoxical 
nature of Paul’s situation—though he was imprisoned, he was fruitful in his ministry.

Contextual Background  To fully appreciate this verse, it is important to understand the historical and 

cultural context surrounding slavery in the Roman Empire during the first century AD. Slavery was an 
accepted institution at that time, and runaway slaves faced severe penalties if caught. By addressing 
Philemon about Onesimus, Paul navigates sensitive social dynamics while advocating for mercy and 
reconciliation.

Onesimus had fled from Philemon after possibly stealing from him (as inferred from later verses). His 
encounter with Paul led to his conversion; thus, Paul’s plea emphasizes both Onesimus’ new identity in 
Christ and his previous status as a slave.

Theological Implications  This verse encapsulates several theological themes:

• Redemption and Transformation : The transformation of Onesimus from a runaway slave into 

a beloved brother in Christ illustrates the power of redemption through faith.

• Christian Brotherhood : By calling Onesimus his son, Paul emphasizes that all believers are 

part of God’s family regardless of their social status.

• Appeal for Grace : Paul’s approach exemplifies how Christians should treat one another with 

grace and forgiveness rather than strict adherence to societal norms or legalistic measures.

Conclusion  In summary, Philemon 1:10 serves as an emotional appeal from Paul to Philemon 

regarding Onesimus’ return. It highlights themes of love, redemption, and Christian fellowship while 
challenging societal norms concerning slavery. Through this verse, we see how personal relationships 
within the body of Christ can lead to profound transformations and reconciliations.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:11 (KJV)

Introduction to Philemon 1:11

Philemon 1:11 states, “Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to 
me.” This verse is part of a personal letter from the Apostle Paul to Philemon regarding Onesimus, a 



runaway slave who had become a Christian. The verse encapsulates the transformation of Onesimus 
from being unproductive in his previous state as a slave to becoming useful both to Paul and Philemon.

Analysis of Key Terms

1. “Unprofitable” : The Greek term used here is “achreston,” which implies someone who is not 

useful or beneficial. In the context of slavery during the Roman Empire, this could refer to 
Onesimus’s previous behavior as a runaway slave who failed in his duties and responsibilities 
towards Philemon. His actions would have rendered him unprofitable not only in terms of labor 
but also in terms of loyalty and trust.

2. “Profitable” : The term “euchreston” is used here, which stands in contrast to “achreston.” This 

word means useful or beneficial. Paul emphasizes that Onesimus has undergone a significant 
change; he is no longer merely a slave but has become valuable due to his new faith in Christ 
and his service to Paul during his imprisonment.

3. Play on Words : There is an interesting play on words with the name “Onesimus,” which itself 

means “useful.” By stating that Onesimus was once unprofitable but now profitable, Paul 
cleverly highlights how Onesimus has finally begun to live up to the meaning of his name after 
coming to faith.

Contextual Significance

In this letter, Paul appeals for mercy on behalf of Onesimus. He acknowledges that Onesimus had 
previously wronged Philemon by running away and possibly stealing from him. However, Paul’s 
argument rests on the transformative power of faith; he suggests that because Onesimus has accepted 
Christ, he has become a brother in faith and thus more valuable than before.

Paul’s use of “unprofitable” and “profitable” serves not only as an acknowledgment of Onesimus’s 
past failures but also as an encouragement for Philemon to see him through the lens of grace and 
redemption. This reflects broader Christian themes about forgiveness, restoration, and the potential for 
change within individuals who embrace faith.

Implications for Relationships

The relationship dynamics between slaves and masters were complex during this period. By referring 
to Onesimus as profitable now, Paul encourages Philemon not just to forgive but also to accept 
Onesimus back into his household with a new understanding—no longer merely as a slave but as a 
fellow believer and brother in Christ.

This shift represents a radical rethinking of social hierarchies based on spiritual equality found within 
Christianity. It challenges Philemon (and by extension all readers) to reconsider how they view those 
who may have wronged them or failed them in the past.

Conclusion



Philemon 1:11 serves as both an appeal for reconciliation and an illustration of personal transformation 
through faith. It underscores key Christian principles such as forgiveness, redemption, and the inherent 
value each individual possesses regardless of their past actions or societal status.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:12 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Philemon 1:12 states, “Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels.” 
This verse is part of a personal letter from the Apostle Paul to Philemon regarding Onesimus, a 
runaway slave who had become a Christian and was now returning to his master. The context of this 
verse is crucial for understanding the dynamics of early Christian relationships and the implications of 
conversion on social status.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Whom I have sent again”

• This phrase indicates that Paul has taken the initiative to send Onesimus back to 
Philemon. The use of “sent again” implies that Onesimus had previously been with 
Philemon but left under circumstances that were not honorable—he was a runaway 
slave. Paul’s decision to send him back demonstrates his commitment to restoring 
relationships and addressing wrongs in a manner consistent with Christian principles.

2. “Thou therefore receive him”

• Here, Paul appeals directly to Philemon’s sense of duty and compassion. The word 
“receive” carries significant weight; it suggests not just acceptance but also welcoming 
Onesimus back into fellowship as a brother in Christ. Paul does not command Philemon 
but rather encourages him to act out of love and grace.

3. “that is, mine own bowels”

• The term “mine own bowels” is an expression used by Paul to convey deep affection 
and emotional connection. In biblical language, “bowels” often refers to one’s 
innermost feelings or heart. By using this phrase, Paul emphasizes how dear Onesimus 
has become to him during their time together. It signifies that receiving Onesimus 
would be akin to receiving part of Paul himself.

Theological Implications

This verse encapsulates several theological themes:

• Restoration and Forgiveness:  Paul’s request for Philemon to receive Onesimus highlights the 

importance of forgiveness within the Christian community. It reflects the transformative power 
of grace that can mend broken relationships.



• Christian Identity Over Social Status:  By urging Philemon to accept Onesimus as he would 

accept Paul himself, there is an implicit challenge against societal norms regarding slavery and 
status. In Christ, all believers are equal regardless of their earthly positions.

• Intercession:  Paul’s role as an intercessor for Onesimus mirrors Christ’s intercessory work for 

humanity. Just as Jesus advocates for sinners before God, so too does Paul advocate for 
Onesimus before Philemon.

Conclusion

In summary, Philemon 1:12 serves as a profound reminder of the call for Christians to embody love, 
forgiveness, and unity in their relationships with one another. It challenges believers today to consider 
how they treat those who may have wronged them or who exist in different social standings.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:13 (KJV)

Contextual Background

Philemon is a brief letter written by the Apostle Paul during his imprisonment, likely in Rome. The 
letter addresses Philemon, a wealthy Christian and slave owner, regarding Onesimus, a runaway slave 
who has encountered Paul and converted to Christianity. This verse is part of Paul’s appeal to 
Philemon to receive Onesimus back not merely as a slave but as a brother in Christ.

Analysis of the Verse

The verse reads: “Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead he might have ministered 
unto me in the bonds of the gospel.”

1. “Whom I would have retained with me”

• Here, Paul expresses his desire to keep Onesimus close to him. The phrase “I would 
have retained” indicates that Paul had considered the possibility of keeping Onesimus as 
a companion during his imprisonment. This reflects Paul’s affection for Onesimus and 
highlights the value he found in his assistance.

2. “that in thy stead he might have ministered unto me”

• The phrase “in thy stead” suggests that Paul viewed Onesimus as a substitute for 
Philemon himself. Paul implies that if Philemon were present, he would be serving Paul 
directly. By retaining Onesimus, Paul could benefit from the service that Philemon 
would otherwise provide. This also subtly appeals to Philemon’s sense of duty and love; 



it suggests that receiving Onesimus back into service would be akin to serving Paul 
himself.

3. “in the bonds of the gospel”

• The term “bonds” here refers not only to Paul’s physical chains due to imprisonment but 
also signifies the spiritual connection they share through their faith in Jesus Christ. The 
phrase “of the gospel” emphasizes that Paul’s current situation is tied to his mission of 
spreading the Gospel message. It underscores that even while imprisoned, Paul’s focus 
remains on ministry and evangelism.

4. Implications for Philemon

• By stating this desire, Paul is gently reminding Philemon of their shared faith and 
mutual responsibilities within the body of Christ. He is appealing to Philemon’s 
compassion and understanding by suggesting that allowing Onesimus to serve him 
would be an act of love towards both Paul and God’s work.

5. Overall Significance

• This verse encapsulates key themes of forgiveness, reconciliation, and Christian 
brotherhood central to the letter’s message. It sets up Paul’s subsequent arguments for 
why Philemon should accept Onesimus back not just as a slave but as a beloved brother 
in Christ.

In summary, Philemon 1:13 illustrates Paul’s deep affection for both Philemon and Onesimus 

while emphasizing themes of service and Christian fellowship amidst challenging circumstances .

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:14 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Epistle to Philemon is a personal letter written by the Apostle Paul while he was imprisoned, 
likely in Rome. It addresses Philemon, a wealthy Christian and slave owner in Colossae, regarding 
Onesimus, a runaway slave who had come to faith in Christ through Paul’s ministry. The letter 
emphasizes themes of forgiveness, reconciliation, and the transformation that comes with being in 
Christ.

Verse Analysis

Philemon 1:14 states: “But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it 
were of necessity, but willingly.”

“But without thy mind would I do nothing;”

In this phrase, Paul expresses his respect for Philemon’s authority and autonomy. The term “mind” 
here refers to Philemon’s consent or approval. Paul acknowledges that he could command Philemon as 



an apostle; however, he chooses not to exercise that authority. This reflects Paul’s understanding of 
Christian leadership—he prefers to appeal to love rather than enforce obedience through authority. 
This approach fosters genuine relationships based on mutual respect and voluntary action.

“that thy benefit should not be as it were of necessity,”

Paul is concerned about the nature of the benefit or favor that might arise from Onesimus’s potential 
service to him. If Paul were to keep Onesimus without Philemon’s consent, any assistance rendered by 
Onesimus would appear forced or obligatory rather than freely given. The word “benefit” here implies 
a good deed or kindness that should stem from one’s own will rather than compulsion. Paul desires 
that any act of kindness from Philemon towards Onesimus be seen as voluntary and sincere.

“but willingly.”

The conclusion of this verse underscores the importance of willingness in acts of kindness and service 
within the Christian community. Paul emphasizes that true goodness must come from a place of free 
will rather than obligation. This aligns with broader biblical principles found throughout Scripture 
where God desires His followers to serve Him and others out of love rather than duty (2 Corinthians 
9:7).

By framing his request in this manner, Paul encourages Philemon to embrace a spirit of generosity and 
grace towards Onesimus, reflecting the transformative power of the Gospel which calls believers to act 
out of love.

Conclusion

In summary, Philemon 1:14 encapsulates Paul’s pastoral heart and his desire for authentic relationships 
among believers. He seeks not only reconciliation between Philemon and Onesimus but also 
emphasizes the importance of voluntary actions rooted in love within the body of Christ.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:15 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Epistle to Philemon is a personal letter written by the Apostle Paul while he was imprisoned, 
likely in Rome. It addresses Philemon, a wealthy Christian and slave owner, regarding Onesimus, a 
runaway slave who had come to Paul for help. The letter emphasizes themes of forgiveness, 
reconciliation, and the transformation that occurs through faith in Christ.

Analysis of Philemon 1:15

The verse reads: “For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for 
ever.”

1. “For perhaps he therefore departed”

The phrase “for perhaps” introduces a sense of humility and uncertainty regarding the events 
surrounding Onesimus’s departure. Paul does not assert definitively that God caused this 



situation but suggests it as a possibility. This reflects Paul’s understanding of divine providence
—how God can work through human actions, even those that seem wrong or sinful.

2. “for a season”

The term “for a season” indicates that Onesimus’s departure was temporary. In the Greek text, 
this phrase literally translates to “for an hour,” which emphasizes the brevity of his absence 
compared to the eternal relationship that could be established upon his return. This choice of 
words serves to soften the reality of Onesimus’s flight from Philemon and highlights the 
potential for restoration.

3. “that thou shouldest receive him for ever”

Here lies the crux of Paul’s argument: Onesimus’s return is not merely about reinstating him as 
a slave but rather about receiving him as something much greater—a brother in Christ. The 
phrase “for ever” implies an everlasting relationship rooted in their shared faith and spiritual 
bond. This transformation from master-slave dynamics to brotherhood underscores the radical 
change brought about by Christianity.

4. Divine Purpose in Human Actions

Paul subtly alludes to God’s sovereignty over human affairs by suggesting that what appeared 
as an unfortunate event (Onesimus running away) could have been part of God’s plan for both 
Onesimus and Philemon. This aligns with Romans 8:28, where Paul writes about God working 
all things together for good for those who love Him.

5. Implications for Philemon

By framing Onesimus’s departure in this light, Paul encourages Philemon to view his former 
slave not with resentment but with gratitude for what God has accomplished through this 
situation. He urges Philemon to embrace Onesimus as a brother rather than merely as a servant, 
thus promoting unity within the body of Christ.

6. Conclusion on Relationships

Ultimately, this verse encapsulates the transformative power of faith in Jesus Christ—how it 
can redefine relationships and foster forgiveness and reconciliation among believers. It 
challenges societal norms regarding slavery and elevates personal relationships based on 
mutual respect and love.

In summary, Philemon 1:15 serves as both an appeal for forgiveness and an invitation to recognize 
God’s hand at work in seemingly negative circumstances, leading to eternal blessings through restored 
relationships.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:16 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Philemon 1:16 states, “Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to me, 
but how much more unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord.” This verse is part of Paul’s letter to 



Philemon regarding Onesimus, a runaway slave who has converted to Christianity. The verse 
emphasizes the transformation of Onesimus’s status from that of a mere servant to that of a beloved 
brother in Christ.

“Not now as a servant”

The phrase “Not now as a servant” indicates a significant shift in how Onesimus should be perceived 
by Philemon. The Greek term used here for “servant” is “doulos,” which can mean either “slave” or 
“servant.” Paul acknowledges that Onesimus was previously in the role of a servant or slave; however, 
he urges Philemon not to regard him merely in that capacity anymore. This reflects an important 
theological principle within Christianity: the idea that spiritual rebirth and conversion elevate one’s 
status beyond societal labels and roles.

“but above a servant”

The continuation with “but above a servant” suggests that Onesimus is not just returning as someone 
who serves but rather as someone who holds greater value due to his new identity in Christ. Paul is 
urging Philemon to recognize this elevated status. The implication here is profound; it challenges the 
social norms of the time where slaves were often seen merely as property without rights or dignity. By 
stating this, Paul introduces an ethic of equality among believers regardless of their earthly status.

“a brother beloved”

The term “a brother beloved” signifies deep affection and kinship. In Christian theology, all believers 
are considered part of one family under God. This familial language reinforces the idea that Onesimus 
should be treated with love and respect akin to that given to any other Christian brother or sister. Paul’s 
use of “beloved” also highlights his personal connection with Onesimus—he views him not only as a 
fellow believer but also as someone dear to him personally.

“specially to me”

When Paul states “specially to me,” he underscores his unique relationship with Onesimus. As Paul 
had led Onesimus to faith while imprisoned, there exists a spiritual father-son dynamic between them. 
This personal bond adds weight to Paul’s appeal for Philemon’s kindness towards Onesimus; he is not 
just advocating for an abstract principle but for someone who has been instrumental in his own 
ministry.

“but how much more unto thee”

The phrase “but how much more unto thee” shifts focus back onto Philemon and emphasizes why he 
should accept Onesimus back with open arms. Since Philemon has known Onesimus longer and has 
familial ties (as he was once his slave), there is an expectation that Philemon would feel even more 
affection for him than Paul does. This rhetorical question implies that if Paul loves him dearly because 
of their shared faith, then Philemon should feel an even deeper connection due to their previous 
master-servant relationship.

“both in the flesh, and in the Lord?”



Finally, when Paul concludes with “both in the flesh, and in the Lord,” he delineates two aspects of 
their relationship: one based on earthly ties (“in the flesh”) and another based on spiritual kinship (“in 
the Lord”). The former refers to their past relationship where Onesimus was physically part of 
Philemon’s household; the latter refers to their shared faith in Jesus Christ which transcends social 
boundaries.

In summary, this verse encapsulates Paul’s plea for reconciliation between Philemon and Onesimus by 
emphasizing love over societal norms and urging recognition of spiritual equality among believers.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:17 (KJV)

Introduction to the Context of Philemon 1:17

The Epistle to Philemon is a personal letter written by the Apostle Paul while he was imprisoned, 
likely in Rome. The letter addresses Philemon, a wealthy Christian and slave owner, regarding 
Onesimus, a runaway slave who had come to faith in Christ through Paul’s ministry. The overarching 
theme of this letter revolves around forgiveness, reconciliation, and the transformation that occurs 
through faith in Jesus Christ.

Analysis of Philemon 1:17

The verse reads: “If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself.”

Conditional Statement and Relationship Dynamics

Paul begins this verse with a conditional statement: “If thou count me therefore a partner.” The term 
“partner” (Greek: κοινωνὸς - koinōnos) implies a deep relational bond between Paul and Philemon. It 
suggests that they share common interests, values, and commitments—particularly their mutual faith 
in Christ. By invoking this relationship, Paul appeals to Philemon’s sense of loyalty and friendship. He 
is essentially saying that if Philemon considers him as an equal or companion in the gospel work, then 
he should extend that same regard to Onesimus.

The Call for Acceptance

Paul continues with the directive: “receive him as myself.” This phrase carries significant weight. Paul 
is not merely asking Philemon to forgive Onesimus but is urging him to accept Onesimus back into his 
household as if he were accepting Paul himself. This request indicates that Paul views Onesimus not 
just as a former slave but as a brother in Christ—a transformed individual who has undergone spiritual 
renewal.

Implications of Acceptance

By asking Philemon to receive Onesimus “as myself,” Paul emphasizes the equality that exists among 
believers in Christ. In Galatians 3:28 (KJV), Paul writes, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, neither bond 
nor free, neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” This principle underlines the 
radical nature of Christian fellowship; it transcends social status and previous relationships.



Furthermore, Paul’s appeal highlights the transformative power of the gospel. Onesimus was once 
considered unprofitable (Philemon 1:11), but now he is profitable both to Paul and potentially to 
Philemon as well. This transformation underscores the idea that one’s past does not define their worth 
or potential within the body of Christ.

Conclusion on Philemon 1:17

In summary, Philemon 1:17 serves as a powerful reminder of the call for Christians to embrace 

one another regardless of past grievances or societal roles. Paul’s appeal for Onesimus’ 

acceptance reflects both his deep affection for his fellow workers in Christ and his commitment 

to fostering unity within the church community. By encouraging Philemon to treat Onesimus 

with dignity and love akin to how he would treat Paul himself, we see an illustration of grace at 

work—an essential tenet of Christian faith.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:18 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Epistle to Philemon is a personal letter written by the Apostle Paul while he was imprisoned, 
likely in Rome. The letter addresses Philemon, a wealthy Christian and slave owner, regarding 
Onesimus, a runaway slave who had come to faith in Christ through Paul’s ministry. This context is 
crucial for understanding the dynamics of the relationship between Paul, Philemon, and Onesimus.

Text of Philemon 1:18 (KJV)

“If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “If he hath wronged thee”

• This phrase suggests that Onesimus may have committed an offense against Philemon. 
The nature of this wrongdoing is not explicitly stated but can be inferred from the 
context. It could refer to his running away from slavery, which was considered a serious 
crime in Roman society. Paul does not assume guilt but presents it as a possibility, 
showing sensitivity towards both parties involved.

2. “or oweth thee ought”

• Here, Paul acknowledges that Onesimus might have incurred a debt or obligation to 
Philemon during his time as a slave. This could include lost wages due to his absence or 
even theft if Onesimus took something when he fled. The use of “ought” indicates any 
form of financial or moral obligation that Onesimus may have towards Philemon.

3. “put that on mine account”



• In this powerful statement, Paul offers to take responsibility for any debts or wrongs 
committed by Onesimus. This reflects Paul’s deep commitment to Onesimus and his 
desire for reconciliation between him and Philemon. By asking Philemon to charge any 
debts to his account, Paul demonstrates an act of intercession similar to Christ’s 
atonement for humanity’s sins.

Theological Implications

Paul’s request has significant theological implications:

• Intercession and Forgiveness:  Just as Paul intercedes for Onesimus by taking on his debts, 

Jesus Christ intercedes for believers by bearing their sins. This parallel emphasizes the theme 
of grace and forgiveness central to Christian doctrine.

• Transformation:  The transformation of Onesimus from a runaway slave into a brother in 

Christ underscores the radical change that faith in Jesus brings about in individuals’ lives.

• Social Dynamics:  Paul’s appeal challenges the social norms of slavery in Roman society by 

advocating for Onesimus’ acceptance as more than just a slave but as a beloved brother.

Conclusion

Philemon 1:18 encapsulates themes of responsibility, grace, and reconciliation within the Christian 
community. Paul’s willingness to assume responsibility for Onesimus’ actions exemplifies the love and 
unity expected among believers.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:19 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Philemon 1:19 states, “I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: albeit I do not say to 
thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides.” This verse is part of a personal letter from 
the Apostle Paul to Philemon regarding Onesimus, a runaway slave who had become a Christian. In 
this verse, Paul emphasizes his commitment to repay any debt that Onesimus may owe Philemon while 
also reminding Philemon of the spiritual debt he owes to Paul.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “I Paul have written it with mine own hand”

• The phrase indicates that Paul is personally writing this part of the letter, which was 
unusual for him as he often used an amanuensis (a secretary or scribe) to write his 



letters. By writing in his own hand, Paul adds a level of authenticity and seriousness to 
his promise. It serves as a formal declaration akin to a signature on a legal document.

2. “I will repay it”

• Here, Paul takes on the responsibility for any financial obligation that Onesimus may 
have incurred during his time away from Philemon. The use of “will repay” suggests 
confidence and assurance in fulfilling this promise. It reflects Paul’s willingness to act 
as a guarantor for Onesimus’ debts, showcasing his deep concern for both Philemon and 
Onesimus.

3. “albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides”

• This part introduces an important theological concept: the idea of spiritual indebtedness. 
Paul subtly reminds Philemon that beyond any material debt owed by Onesimus, there 
exists a far greater debt—Philemon’s own salvation and spiritual life, which he 
attributes to Paul’s ministry. The phrase “even thine own self” underscores the profound 
impact that Paul’s evangelistic efforts had on Philemon’s life.

Theological Implications

• Spiritual Debt vs. Material Debt:

• The contrast between material and spiritual debts highlights the Christian principle that 
one’s spiritual obligations are far more significant than earthly transactions. While Paul 
is willing to address financial matters concerning Onesimus, he emphasizes that 
Philemon’s relationship with God—his very soul—is tied back to Paul’s influence in 
leading him to faith.

• Paul’s Role as an Intercessor:

• In this verse, Paul acts as an intercessor not only for Onesimus but also for Philemon by 
reminding him of their shared faith and mutual obligations within the body of Christ. 
This relational dynamic illustrates how Christians are called to support one another 
spiritually and materially.

Conclusion

Philemon 1:19 encapsulates themes of personal responsibility, spiritual indebtedness, and community 
within the Christian faith. By asserting his commitment in writing and reminding Philemon of their 
deeper connection through faith, Paul encourages reconciliation between master and slave while 
reinforcing the notion that true value lies in spiritual relationships rather than mere financial 
transactions.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:20 (KJV)



Contextual Background

The Epistle to Philemon is a personal letter written by the Apostle Paul while he was imprisoned, 
likely in Rome. It addresses Philemon, a wealthy Christian and slave owner, regarding Onesimus, a 
runaway slave who had become a Christian through Paul’s ministry. The letter emphasizes themes of 
forgiveness, reconciliation, and the transformative power of faith in Christ.

Analysis of Philemon 1:20

The verse reads: “Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh my bowels in the Lord.”

1. “Yea, brother,”

The term “brother” signifies the close relationship between Paul and Philemon as fellow 
believers in Christ. This familial language underscores the unity and equality that exists among 
Christians regardless of social status or background. Paul appeals to their shared faith to 
strengthen his request.

2. “let me have joy of thee in the Lord:”

Here, Paul expresses his desire for joy that comes from Philemon’s actions aligned with 
Christian principles. The phrase “in the Lord” indicates that this joy is not merely emotional 
but is rooted in their mutual relationship with Christ. Paul seeks a specific action from 
Philemon—receiving Onesimus back not just as a slave but as a brother in Christ—which 
would bring him spiritual joy.

3. “refresh my bowels in the Lord.”

The term “bowels” (Greek: σπλάγχνα) refers to one’s innermost being or heart, often associated 
with deep emotions such as compassion and affection. By asking Philemon to “refresh” his 
bowels, Paul is requesting that Philemon’s acceptance of Onesimus would ease his own 
emotional burden and bring him comfort. The repetition of “in the Lord” reinforces that this act 
should be done within the context of their faith and relationship with Jesus Christ.

4. Spiritual Implications:

This verse encapsulates Paul’s appeal for Christian love and forgiveness. He desires that 
Philemon’s actions reflect his faith and love for God by extending grace to Onesimus. It 
highlights how acts of kindness towards others can lead to mutual joy among believers.

5. Broader Themes:

The verse ties into broader themes found throughout Paul’s letters regarding community 
support among Christians, the importance of forgiveness, and how one’s actions can impact 
others spiritually.

In summary, Philemon 1:20 serves as an earnest plea from Paul for Philemon to act out of love and 
compassion towards Onesimus, thereby bringing joy not only to himself but also reflecting their shared 
commitment to living out their faith in Christ.



Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:21 (KJV)

Text of the Verse  “Having confidence in thy obedience, I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also 

do more than I say.”

Contextual Background  The Epistle to Philemon is a personal letter from the Apostle Paul, written 

while he was imprisoned, likely in Rome. It addresses Philemon, a wealthy Christian who owned 
slaves, including Onesimus, who had escaped and sought refuge with Paul. The letter is both a plea for 
mercy towards Onesimus and an appeal to Philemon’s Christian character.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “Having confidence in thy obedience”

• Paul begins this verse by expressing his trust in Philemon’s willingness to comply with 
his request regarding Onesimus. The term “confidence” indicates Paul’s strong belief 
that Philemon will act according to the principles of love and faith that he has 
demonstrated previously. This phrase underscores the relational dynamic between Paul 
and Philemon; it reflects a deep mutual respect and understanding rooted in their shared 
faith.

2. “I wrote unto thee”

• Here, Paul emphasizes that he has taken the time to write this letter specifically for 
Philemon. The act of writing signifies the importance of the message being conveyed. It 
is not merely a casual note but a serious appeal concerning Onesimus’s fate. This phrase 
also highlights Paul’s role as an intermediary or advocate for Onesimus.

3. “knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say.”

• This concluding part of the verse reveals Paul’s expectation that Philemon will go 
beyond what has been requested of him. While Paul has asked for Onesimus to be 
received back kindly and perhaps even freed from slavery, he anticipates that Philemon 
will respond with grace and generosity beyond his explicit requests. This expectation 
reflects Paul’s understanding of Philemon’s character as someone who embodies 
Christian love and kindness.

Thematic Implications

• Obedience Rooted in Love:  The verse encapsulates a key theme in Pauline theology—the idea 

that true obedience arises from love rather than obligation or fear. Paul appeals to Philemon’s 
sense of duty but frames it within the context of love.



• Transformation through Faith:  By expressing confidence in Philemon’s response, Paul 

implies that faith leads to transformation not only in individual lives but also in social 
relationships—such as those between masters and slaves.

• Community Witness:  Since this letter would have been read publicly within the church 

community meeting at Philemon’s house, Paul’s appeal serves as an example for others about 
how Christians should treat one another—especially those who have wronged them.

Conclusion  Philemon 1:21 serves as a powerful reminder of the expectations placed upon believers to 

act out their faith through loving actions toward others, particularly those who may have wronged 
them. Paul’s confidence in Philemon reflects both his pastoral care and his understanding of Christian 
community dynamics.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:22 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Epistle to Philemon is a personal letter written by the Apostle Paul while he was imprisoned, 
likely in Rome. It addresses Philemon, a wealthy Christian and slave owner in Colossae, regarding 
Onesimus, a runaway slave who had come to faith in Christ through Paul’s ministry. This letter serves 
as both an appeal for mercy towards Onesimus and a demonstration of Christian love and forgiveness.

Text of Philemon 1:22 (KJV)

“But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I trust that through your prayers I shall be given unto you.”

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “But withal prepare me also a lodging:”

• The phrase “but withal” indicates that Paul is making an additional request alongside 
his main appeal concerning Onesimus. He is asking Philemon to prepare a place for him 
to stay when he visits. This request carries significant weight as it implies that Paul 
expects to be released from prison soon.

• The term “lodging” translates from the Greek word “ξενία” (xenia), which refers not 
just to a physical place but also encompasses the concept of hospitality. Paul is not 
merely asking for shelter; he is inviting Philemon to extend his kindness and generosity 
once again.

2. “for I trust that through your prayers I shall be given unto you.”

• Here, Paul expresses his confidence that he will be released from imprisonment due to 
the prayers of Philemon and others in the Christian community. The phrase “I trust” 
reflects Paul’s faith in God’s providence and the power of intercessory prayer.



• The expression “shall be given unto you” suggests that Paul views his potential visit as 
a gift or favor bestowed upon Philemon, reinforcing their relationship and mutual 
affection.

Theological Implications

• Intercessory Prayer:  This verse highlights the importance of prayer within the Christian 

community. Paul acknowledges that the prayers of believers can influence outcomes, including 
his release from prison.

• Expectation of Fellowship:  By requesting lodging, Paul emphasizes the value of fellowship 

among believers. His desire to visit Philemon signifies not only personal connection but also 
communal support within the body of Christ.

• Hope Amidst Trials:  Paul’s confidence in being released illustrates his unwavering hope 

despite difficult circumstances. His faith serves as an encouragement for believers facing trials.

Conclusion

Philemon 1:22 encapsulates themes of hospitality, intercessory prayer, and hope within the context of 
Christian fellowship. Paul’s request for lodging serves as both a practical need and an invitation for 
deeper relational engagement with Philemon upon his anticipated release.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:23 (KJV)

Introduction to Philemon 1:23

Philemon is a brief letter written by the Apostle Paul, primarily addressing the issue of Onesimus, a 
runaway slave who had become a Christian. In this verse, Paul mentions Epaphras, who is described as 
his “fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus.” This verse serves as part of the closing remarks of the letter and 
provides insight into the relationships and circumstances surrounding Paul during his imprisonment.

Text of Philemon 1:23 (KJV)

“Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, saluteth thee.”

Analysis of Key Components

1. Epaphras : The mention of Epaphras indicates his significance in Paul’s ministry and the early 

church. He is identified as a Colossian (Colossians 4:12) and is noted for his role in spreading 
the Gospel in Colossae. His presence with Paul during imprisonment suggests a strong bond 
between them, likely forged through shared experiences of suffering for their faith.

2. My Fellow Prisoner : The term “fellow prisoner” implies that both Paul and Epaphras were 

imprisoned for their commitment to Christ. This phrase highlights the theme of suffering for 
the sake of the Gospel, which was common among early Christians. It also emphasizes 
camaraderie among believers who endure persecution together.



3. In Christ Jesus : This phrase underscores the spiritual unity that exists among believers. Their 

imprisonment is not merely a physical condition but is framed within their identity in Christ. It 
reflects how their sufferings are connected to their faith and mission.

4. Saluteth Thee : The greeting “saluteth thee” conveys warmth and affection from Epaphras to 

Philemon. It serves as an encouragement to Philemon, reminding him that he is not alone in his 
struggles and that others are thinking of him and supporting him spiritually.

Contextual Significance

This verse occurs at a pivotal moment in Paul’s appeal to Philemon regarding Onesimus. By 
mentioning Epaphras, Paul reinforces the idea that there are other faithful servants of Christ who share 
in this mission and support one another even amidst trials. It also serves to strengthen Philemon’s 
resolve to act graciously towards Onesimus upon his return.

The relationship dynamics illustrated here reflect broader themes found throughout Paul’s letters—
namely, fellowship among believers, mutual support during hardships, and the transformative power of 
faith in Christ.

Conclusion

Philemon 1:23 encapsulates key themes present throughout Paul’s writings: fellowship among 
believers, shared suffering for Christ’s sake, and encouragement within the body of Christ. By 
highlighting Epaphras’ greeting, Paul not only acknowledges a fellow laborer but also fosters a sense 
of community that transcends individual circumstances.

Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:24 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Philemon 1:24 is a part of the Apostle Paul’s letter to Philemon, a wealthy Christian and slave owner in 
Colossae. This epistle is significant as it addresses themes of forgiveness, reconciliation, and the 
transformation that occurs through faith in Christ. In this particular verse, Paul mentions several 
individuals who were his companions during his imprisonment.

Text of Philemon 1:24 (KJV)

“Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellowlabourers.”

Analysis of Key Components

1. Names Mentioned

• Marcus : This refers to John Mark, who is known for writing the Gospel of Mark. He 

was a cousin of Barnabas and had a complicated relationship with Paul due to having 
left them during their first missionary journey (Acts 13:13). However, by this time in 



Paul’s life, there appears to be reconciliation between them as Paul acknowledges him 
as a fellow worker.

• Aristarchus : He was a Macedonian from Thessalonica who traveled with Paul during 

his missionary journeys (Acts 19:29; Acts 20:4). Aristarchus is noted for being a faithful 
companion and even described as a fellow prisoner in Colossians 4:10. His presence 
indicates loyalty and support for Paul during his imprisonment.

• Demas : Initially mentioned positively alongside Luke and others in Colossians 4:14, 

Demas later fell away from Paul as indicated in 2 Timothy 4:10 where he is described as 
having forsaken Paul “having loved this present world.” His mention here serves as a 
reminder of the fickleness of human loyalty.

• Lucas : This refers to Luke, the physician and author of both the Gospel of Luke and the 

Acts of the Apostles. Luke’s companionship with Paul signifies not only friendship but 
also professional support during Paul’s ministry efforts. His writings have been crucial 
for understanding early Christianity.

2. “My Fellowlabourers”

• The term “fellowlabourers” emphasizes camaraderie and partnership in ministry. It 
reflects Paul’s view that these men were not just acquaintances but integral parts of his 
mission work. They shared in the struggles and triumphs associated with spreading the 
Gospel message.

3. Contextual Significance

• The mention of these individuals highlights the communal aspect of early Christian 
ministry. It underscores that even prominent figures like Paul relied on others for 
support and collaboration in their work for Christ. Each name carries its own story and 
significance within the broader narrative of early Christianity.

4. Theological Implications

• The verse illustrates themes such as unity among believers, mutual support in ministry, 
and the importance of relationships within the body of Christ. It serves as an 
encouragement for Christians today to recognize their roles within their communities 
and to value those who labor alongside them.

5. Conclusion

• Philemon 1:24 encapsulates not only personal relationships but also theological truths 
about community within Christianity. By acknowledging these men as fellow workers, 
Paul sets an example for believers regarding cooperation in faith-based endeavors.

In summary, Philemon 1:24 provides insight into Paul’s network of support during his imprisonment 
while reinforcing essential Christian values such as fellowship, loyalty, and shared purpose in ministry.



Verse Commentary on Philemon 1:25 (KJV)

Introduction to the Verse

Philemon 1:25 states, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.” This closing 
verse serves as a benediction and encapsulates the essence of Paul’s message throughout the epistle. It 
reflects his deep concern for Philemon and the church that met in his home.

Analysis of Key Phrases

1. “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ”

• The term “grace” is central to Christian theology, representing unmerited favor from 
God towards humanity. In this context, Paul emphasizes that it is through Jesus Christ 
that believers receive grace. This phrase serves as a reminder of the foundational 
Christian belief that salvation and blessings come not from human effort but from God’s 
grace through faith in Jesus.

• By invoking “our Lord Jesus Christ,” Paul personalizes this grace, indicating a shared 
relationship among believers. It signifies that both Paul and Philemon are under the 
lordship of Christ, which fosters unity and mutual responsibility within the body of 
believers.

2. “be with your spirit”

• The phrase “be with your spirit” suggests a desire for spiritual well-being and 
encouragement for Philemon. Here, “spirit” refers to the inner self or soul, emphasizing 
the importance of spiritual health over mere physical or material concerns.

• Paul’s wish for grace to be with Philemon’s spirit indicates an understanding that true 
peace and strength come from one’s relationship with God. It implies that Philemon’s 
actions—particularly regarding Onesimus—should be guided by this divine grace.

3. “Amen”

• The word “Amen,” derived from Hebrew meaning “so be it” or “truly,” serves as an 
affirmation of what has been stated before it. It signifies agreement and acceptance of 
Paul’s prayerful wish for Philemon.

• By concluding with “Amen,” Paul reinforces the sincerity and earnestness of his appeal 
throughout the letter, encouraging Philemon to act in accordance with Christian love 
and forgiveness.

Contextual Significance

This verse concludes a deeply personal letter where Paul appeals to Philemon regarding Onesimus, a 
runaway slave who has become a Christian. The entire epistle is characterized by themes of 
reconciliation, forgiveness, and brotherhood in Christ. By ending with a blessing focused on grace, 
Paul underscores these themes while also reminding Philemon of his identity in Christ.



Paul’s use of “grace” here is particularly poignant given the context; he has just asked Philemon to 
forgive Onesimus and accept him not merely as a slave but as a beloved brother in Christ (Philemon 
16). Thus, this final blessing can be seen as both an encouragement for Philemon to embody this grace 
in his dealings with Onesimus and an affirmation that such actions are rooted in their shared faith.

Conclusion

In summary, Philemon 1:25 encapsulates Paul’s heartfelt wishes for his friend while reinforcing key 
theological principles about grace and community within the body of Christ. It serves as both a 
conclusion to Paul’s appeal for mercy towards Onesimus and an invitation for Philemon to live out his 
faith actively.

The Book of Philemon, a brief yet powerful letter from the Apostle Paul, offers profound insights into 
Christian forgiveness, reconciliation, and the transforming power of the gospel in personal 
relationships. As the letter draws to a close, several key themes emerge in the conclusion.

Paul writes with warmth and authority, appealing to Philemon not just as a leader but as a beloved 
brother in Christ. His final words reiterate his trust in Philemon's character and willingness to do even 
more than what is asked. The letter shifts from a mere plea for mercy to a vision of a renewed, gospel-
centered relationship between Philemon and Onesimus.

Through this appeal, Paul models the reconciliation that Christ offers humanity—where social 
boundaries, like those between slave and master, are dissolved by the love and unity found in the 
Christian community. Onesimus is no longer merely a slave, but a fellow believer, a brother in Christ. 
Paul’s confidence in Philemon’s obedience indicates his belief that the gospel transforms not just 
individuals but entire social structures.

In the closing verses, Paul also asks Philemon to prepare a guest room for him, signaling Paul's hope to 
visit soon—a reminder of their personal bond and a subtle encouragement for Philemon to honor his 
request in anticipation of Paul’s visit. The final greetings from Paul's companions reinforce the 
communal nature of the Christian life, where the relationships between believers are marked by grace, 
mutual support, and love.

In conclusion, the Book of Philemon invites readers to reflect on the power of Christian love to bridge 
social divides, the importance of forgiveness, and the transformative impact of the gospel on 
relationships. It is a timeless reminder that, in Christ, we are called to restore and reconcile, living out 
the unity that He has brought us through His sacrifice.

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of inspiration and 
guidance on your spiritual journey. His books are created with a deep sense of faith and a desire to 
uplift and inspire all who read. 
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