


1. The Israelites in Egypt

• The oppression of the Israelites 
• Birth of Moses 

2. Moses’ Early Life

• Moses flees to Midian 
• The burning bush 

3. God’s Call to Moses

• Moses’ mission 
• Signs for Moses 

4. Moses Returns to Egypt

• Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh 
• The first signs 

5. The Plagues Begin

• Water turned to blood 
• The plague of frogs 

6. More Plagues

• The plague of gnats 
• The plague of flies 

7. The Plagues Continue

• The plague on livestock 
• The plague of boils 

8. The Plagues Intensify

• The plague of hail 
• The plague of locusts 

9. The Final Plagues

• The plague of darkness 
• The death of the firstborn 

10.The Passover

• Instructions for the Passover 
• The Exodus begins 

11.Crossing the Red Sea

• Pursuit by Pharaoh 
• The parting of the Red Sea 

12.Journey Through the Wilderness

• Bitter water made sweet 
• Manna and quail 

13.Water from the Rock



• The battle with Amalek 
• Jethro’s advice 

14.Arrival at Sinai

• Preparation for receiving the law 
• The Ten Commandments 

15.Laws and Ordinances

• Laws about slaves 
• Laws about restitution 

16.Social and Religious Laws

• Laws of justice and mercy 
• Sabbaths and festivals 

17.The Covenant Confirmed

• The blood of the covenant 
• Moses on the mountain 

18.Instructions for the Tabernacle

• Offerings for the tabernacle 
• The Ark of the Covenant 

19.The Priestly Garments

• The ephod and breastpiece 
• Other priestly garments 

20.The Golden Calf

• The people’s idolatry 
• Moses’ intercession 

Chapter 1: The Israelites in Egypt
1. Introduction to the Israelites in Egypt

• Brief recap of how the Israelites came to live in Egypt (reference to Joseph and his 
brothers) 

2. Growth of the Israelite Population

• Description of the rapid increase in the number of Israelites 
• Pharaoh’s concern about the growing population 

3. Oppression of the Israelites

• Pharaoh’s decision to enslave the Israelites 
• Harsh labor and building projects (e.g., Pithom and Rameses) 

4. Pharaoh’s First Decree

• Command to the Hebrew midwives, Shiphrah and Puah, to kill all newborn Hebrew 
boys 



• The midwives’ defiance and their justification to Pharaoh 
5. God’s Favor on the Midwives

• God’s blessing on the midwives for their obedience 
• Continued growth and strength of the Israelite population 

6. Pharaoh’s Second Decree

• Pharaoh’s order to all his people to throw every newborn Hebrew boy into the Nile River

Chapter 1: The Israelites in Egypt

Introduction to the Israelites in Egypt

The story of the Israelites in Egypt begins with a brief recount of how they came to live there. Joseph, 
one of the twelve sons of Jacob, had risen to a position of power in Egypt, and during a time of famine, 
he brought his family to live in the land of Goshen. Over time, the descendants of Jacob, known as the 
Israelites, multiplied and grew exceedingly strong.

Growth of the Israelite Population

As the years passed, the Israelite population grew rapidly. This growth alarmed a new Pharaoh who did 
not know Joseph. He feared that the Israelites might join Egypt’s enemies in case of war and pose a 
threat to his kingdom.

Oppression of the Israelites

To curb their growth and control their strength, Pharaoh decided to enslave the Israelites. He set 
taskmasters over them to afflict them with heavy burdens. The Israelites were forced into hard labor, 
building the store cities of Pithom and Rameses. Despite the oppression, the more they were afflicted, 
the more they multiplied and spread.

Pharaoh’s First Decree

In an attempt to further control the Israelite population, Pharaoh summoned the Hebrew midwives, 
Shiphrah and Puah. He commanded them to kill all newborn Hebrew boys but let the girls live. 
However, the midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded. Instead, they let 
the boys live.

God’s Favor on the Midwives

When Pharaoh confronted the midwives about their disobedience, they explained that Hebrew women 
were vigorous and gave birth before the midwives could arrive. Because of their faithfulness, God dealt
well with the midwives, and the people continued to multiply and grow very strong. God blessed the 
midwives with families of their own.



Pharaoh’s Second Decree

Seeing that his first plan had failed, Pharaoh issued a new, more drastic decree. He commanded all his 
people to throw every newborn Hebrew boy into the Nile River, but let every girl live. This decree set 
the stage for the birth of Moses, who would become the deliverer of the Israelites.

This chapter sets the scene for the dramatic events that follow, highlighting the Israelites’ suffering 
under Egyptian rule and the beginning of God’s plan to rescue them. 

Chapter 2: The Birth and Early Life of Moses
1. Birth of Moses

• Introduction to Moses’ parents (Amram and Jochebed) 
• The birth of Moses during the time of Pharaoh’s decree 

2. Moses Hidden and Found

• Jochebed hides Moses for three months 
• Placing Moses in a basket and setting it among the reeds of the Nile 

3. Discovery by Pharaoh’s Daughter

• Pharaoh’s daughter finds the basket 
• Compassion for the crying baby 

4. Miriam’s Intervention

• Moses’ sister, Miriam, watches over him 
• Miriam offers to find a Hebrew nurse (Jochebed) 

5. Moses Raised in Pharaoh’s Household

• Jochebed nurses Moses until he is weaned 
• Moses is adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter and raised as her son 

6. Moses’ Awareness of His Heritage

• Moses grows up aware of his Hebrew heritage 
• Witnessing the suffering of his people 

7. Moses Defends a Hebrew

• Moses kills an Egyptian who is beating a Hebrew 
• Moses flees to Midian to escape Pharaoh’s wrath 

8. Moses in Midian

• Moses helps the daughters of Reuel (Jethro) at the well 
• Moses marries Zipporah, Jethro’s daughter 

9. Moses’ New Life in Midian

• Birth of Moses’ son, Gershom 
• Moses’ life as a shepherd 

10.God Hears the Israelites’ Cries



• The Israelites’ continued suffering in Egypt 
• God remembers His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

Chapter 2: The Birth and Early Life of Moses

Birth of Moses

During the time of Pharaoh’s decree to kill all newborn Hebrew boys, a Levite woman named Jochebed
gave birth to a son. Seeing that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months to protect him from 
Pharaoh’s order.

Moses Hidden and Found

When she could no longer hide him, Jochebed made a basket of papyrus, coated it with tar and pitch, 
and placed the baby inside. She set the basket among the reeds along the bank of the Nile River. Moses’
sister, Miriam, watched from a distance to see what would happen to him.

Discovery by Pharaoh’s Daughter

Pharaoh’s daughter came down to the Nile to bathe, and she saw the basket among the reeds. She sent 
her maid to fetch it. When she opened the basket and saw the baby crying, she felt compassion for him,
recognizing that he was one of the Hebrew children.

Miriam’s Intervention

Miriam approached Pharaoh’s daughter and offered to find a Hebrew woman to nurse the baby. 
Pharaoh’s daughter agreed, and Miriam brought her mother, Jochebed. Pharaoh’s daughter told 
Jochebed to nurse the child for her, and she would pay her wages.

Moses Raised in Pharaoh’s Household

Jochebed nursed Moses until he was weaned. When he grew older, she brought him to Pharaoh’s 
daughter, who adopted him as her son. She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out of the water.”

Moses’ Awareness of His Heritage

As Moses grew up, he became aware of his Hebrew heritage. One day, he went out to where his own 
people were and saw their hard labor. He witnessed an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own 
people.

Moses Defends a Hebrew

Moses looked around and, seeing no one, killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. The next day, he 
saw two Hebrews fighting and tried to intervene. One of them asked, “Who made you ruler and judge 
over us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?” Realizing his deed was known, 
Moses fled from Pharaoh, who sought to kill him.



Moses in Midian

Moses fled to the land of Midian, where he sat down by a well. The seven daughters of Reuel (also 
known as Jethro), the priest of Midian, came to draw water for their father’s flock. Some shepherds 
tried to drive them away, but Moses got up and came to their rescue, watering their flock.

Moses’ New Life in Midian

Reuel invited Moses to stay with him, and Moses agreed. In time, Reuel gave his daughter Zipporah to 
Moses in marriage. Zipporah gave birth to a son, and Moses named him Gershom, saying, “I have 
become a foreigner in a foreign land.”

God Hears the Israelites’ Cries

Meanwhile, the Israelites continued to groan under their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for 
rescue from slavery went up to God. God heard their groaning and remembered His covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them.

This chapter details the early life of Moses, his escape to Midian, and the beginning of God’s plan to 
deliver the Israelites from their suffering in Egypt. If you have any specific focus or additional details 
you’d like to include, feel free to let me know!

Chapter 3: Moses and the Burning Bush
1. Moses Tending Jethro’s Flock

• Moses’ life as a shepherd in Midian 
• Leading the flock to Horeb, the mountain of God 

2. The Burning Bush

• Moses sees a bush that is on fire but not consumed 
• Approaching the bush out of curiosity 

3. God’s Presence Revealed

• An angel of the Lord appears from the bush 
• God calls out to Moses by name 

4. Holy Ground

• God instructs Moses to remove his sandals 
• The significance of standing on holy ground 

5. God’s Introduction

• God identifies Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
• Moses hides his face in fear 

6. God’s Concern for His People

• God acknowledges the suffering of the Israelites in Egypt 
• The promise to deliver them to a land flowing with milk and honey 

7. The Call of Moses



• God commissions Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt 
• Moses’ initial reluctance and self-doubt 

8. God’s Assurance

• God promises to be with Moses 
• The sign that the Israelites will worship God on this mountain 

9. God’s Name Revealed

• Moses asks for God’s name to tell the Israelites 
• God reveals His name as “I AM WHO I AM” 

10.Instructions for Moses

• God instructs Moses to gather the elders of Israel 
• The message to Pharaoh and the forewarning of his resistance 

11.Promise of Deliverance

• God assures Moses of the eventual deliverance of the Israelites 
• The promise of signs and wonders to convince Pharaoh 

Chapter 3: Moses and the Burning Bush

Moses Tending Jethro’s Flock

Moses was living in Midian, tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian. One 
day, he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.

The Burning Bush

There, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that 
though the bush was on fire, it did not burn up. Curious, Moses thought, “I will go over and see this 
strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”

God’s Presence Revealed

When the Lord saw that Moses had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, 
“Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.”

Holy Ground

“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is 
holy ground.” Then He said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.

God’s Concern for His People

The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out 
because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue
them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious 



land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, 
Hivites, and Jebusites.”

The Call of Moses

“And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are 
oppressing them. So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of 
Egypt.”

Moses’ Initial Reluctance

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”

God’s Assurance

And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When
you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”

God’s Name Revealed

Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent 
me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me 
to you.’”

Instructions for Moses

God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, the 
name you shall call me from generation to generation.”

Promise of Deliverance

“Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to them, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, appeared to me and said: I have watched over you and have seen what has 
been done to you in Egypt. And I have promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egypt into the 
land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites—a land flowing with milk 
and honey.’”

“The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you and the elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say 
to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. Let us take a three-day journey into the 
wilderness to offer sacrifices to the Lord our God.’ But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you 
go unless a mighty hand compels him. So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all 
the wonders that I will perform among them. After that, he will let you go.”

“And I will make the Egyptians favorably disposed toward this people, so that when you leave you will
not go empty-handed. Every woman is to ask her neighbor and any woman living in her house for 
articles of silver and gold and for clothing, which you will put on your sons and daughters. And so you 
will plunder the Egyptians.”



Chapter 4: Signs and Wonders
1. God Gives Moses Signs

• Moses’ doubts about being believed 
• God provides three signs to convince the Israelites: 

• Turning Moses’ staff into a serpent and back 
• Making Moses’ hand leprous and then healing it 
• Turning water from the Nile into blood 

2. Moses’ Reluctance and God’s Anger

• Moses expresses his fear of speaking 
• God’s anger and reassurance 
• Appointment of Aaron as Moses’ spokesperson 

3. Moses Returns to Egypt

• Moses asks Jethro for permission to return to Egypt 
• God’s instructions to Moses on the journey 
• The warning that Pharaoh’s heart will be hardened 

4. Circumcision of Moses’ Son

• The encounter at the lodging place 
• Zipporah circumcises their son to avert God’s wrath 

5. Moses and Aaron Meet

• God instructs Aaron to meet Moses in the wilderness 
• The reunion of Moses and Aaron 

6. Moses and Aaron Before the Elders of Israel

• Moses and Aaron gather the elders of Israel 
• Aaron speaks to the people and performs the signs 
• The people believe and worship God 

Chapter 4: Signs and Wonders

God Gives Moses Signs

Moses, still doubtful that the Israelites will believe him, expresses his concerns to God. To reassure 
him, God provides three miraculous signs:

1. The Staff into a Serpent: God instructs Moses to throw his staff on the ground, and it becomes 
a serpent. When Moses grabs it by the tail, it turns back into a staff. 

2. Leprous Hand: God tells Moses to put his hand inside his cloak. When he takes it out, it is 
leprous, white as snow. God then instructs him to put his hand back into his cloak, and when he 
removes it, his hand is restored. 

3. Water into Blood: God tells Moses that if the people do not believe the first two signs, he 
should take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground, where it will turn into 
blood. 



Moses’ Reluctance and God’s Anger

Despite these signs, Moses continues to express his fear, particularly about his speaking abilities. He 
tells God, “I am slow of speech and tongue.” God’s anger burns against Moses, but He reassures him 
by appointing Aaron, Moses’ brother, as his spokesperson. God promises to help both Moses and Aaron
speak and will teach them what to do.

Moses Returns to Egypt

Moses returns to Jethro, his father-in-law, and asks for permission to go back to Egypt to see if his 
people are still alive. Jethro grants his permission. God instructs Moses to perform all the wonders He 
has given him before Pharaoh but warns that He will harden Pharaoh’s heart so that he will not let the 
people go.

Circumcision of Moses’ Son

On the journey back to Egypt, at a lodging place, the Lord meets Moses and seeks to kill him. 
Zipporah, Moses’ wife, takes a flint knife and circumcises their son, touching Moses’ feet with the 
foreskin and saying, “Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me.” This act appeases God’s wrath, and
He lets Moses alone.

Moses and Aaron Meet

The Lord instructs Aaron to go into the wilderness to meet Moses. They meet at the mountain of God 
and kiss each other. Moses tells Aaron everything the Lord has commanded him to say and about all the
signs he has been instructed to perform.

Moses and Aaron Before the Elders of Israel

Moses and Aaron gather all the elders of the Israelites. Aaron speaks all the words the Lord has spoken 
to Moses and performs the signs before the people. The people believe, and when they hear that the 
Lord is concerned about them and has seen their misery, they bow down and worship.

Chapter 5: Moses and Aaron Confront Pharaoh
1. Moses and Aaron’s Plea to Pharaoh

• Moses and Aaron approach Pharaoh 
• Request to let the Israelites go into the wilderness to worship God 

2. Pharaoh’s Defiance

• Pharaoh’s refusal to acknowledge the Lord 
• Pharaoh’s rejection of Moses and Aaron’s request 

3. Increased Hardships for the Israelites

• Pharaoh’s command to stop providing straw for brick-making 
• Israelites required to gather their own straw while maintaining the same quota of bricks 

4. The Israelites’ Struggle

• The Israelites’ difficulty in meeting the increased demands 



• Taskmasters’ harsh treatment of the Israelite foremen 
5. Appeal to Pharaoh

• The Israelite foremen appeal to Pharaoh for relief 
• Pharaoh’s dismissal and accusation of laziness 

6. Conflict and Blame

• The foremen confront Moses and Aaron, blaming them for the increased hardships 
• Moses’ prayer to God, questioning the worsening situation 

Chapter 5: Moses and Aaron Confront Pharaoh

Moses and Aaron’s Plea to Pharaoh

Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Let my 
people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the wilderness.’”

Pharaoh’s Defiance

Pharaoh responded, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord 
and I will not let Israel go.” Despite Moses and Aaron’s insistence, Pharaoh refused to acknowledge the
Lord and denied their request.

Increased Hardships for the Israelites

In retaliation, Pharaoh commanded the Egyptian taskmasters and the Israelite foremen, “You are no 
longer to supply the people with straw for making bricks; let them go and gather their own straw. But 
require them to make the same number of bricks as before; don’t reduce the quota. They are lazy; that 
is why they are crying out, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.’ Make the work harder for the people so
that they keep working and pay no attention to lies.”

The Israelites’ Struggle

The Israelites scattered throughout Egypt to gather stubble to use for straw. The taskmasters kept 
pressing them, saying, “Complete the work required of you for each day, just as when you had straw.” 
The Israelite foremen, appointed by Pharaoh’s taskmasters, were beaten and asked, “Why haven’t you 
met your quota of bricks yesterday or today, as before?”

Appeal to Pharaoh

The Israelite foremen went and appealed to Pharaoh, “Why have you treated your servants this way? 
Your servants are given no straw, yet we are told, ‘Make bricks!’ Your servants are being beaten, but 
the fault is with your own people.” Pharaoh responded, “Lazy, that’s what you are—lazy! That is why 
you keep saying, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the Lord.’ Now get to work. You will not be given any 
straw, yet you must produce your full quota of bricks.”



Conflict and Blame

The Israelite foremen realized they were in trouble when they were told, “You are not to reduce the 
number of bricks required of you for each day.” When they left Pharaoh, they found Moses and Aaron 
waiting to meet them, and they said, “May the Lord look on you and judge you! You have made us 
obnoxious to Pharaoh and his officials and have put a sword in their hand to kill us.”

Moses’ Prayer to God

Moses returned to the Lord and said, “Why, Lord, why have you brought trouble on this people? Is this 
why you sent me? Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has brought trouble on this 
people, and you have not rescued your people at all.”

This chapter highlights the initial confrontation between Moses, Aaron, and Pharaoh, leading to 
increased suffering for the Israelites and Moses’ plea to God for understanding and help. 

Chapter 6: God’s Covenant Renewed
1. God Reassures Moses

• God speaks to Moses, reaffirming His promise to deliver the Israelites 
• God asserts His identity as the Lord 

2. Renewal of the Covenant

• God recalls the covenant made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
• Promise to bring the Israelites to the Promised Land 

3. Moses’ Message to the Israelites

• Moses conveys God’s message to the Israelites 
• The Israelites’ inability to listen due to their discouragement and harsh labor 

4. God’s Command to Moses and Aaron

• God instructs Moses and Aaron to go to Pharaoh again 
• Command to lead the Israelites out of Egypt 

5. Genealogy of Moses and Aaron

• Detailed genealogy of the leaders of Israel 
• Establishing the lineage and authority of Moses and Aaron 

6. Moses’ Reluctance

• Moses expresses his self-doubt and fear of speaking to Pharaoh 
• God’s reassurance and command to proceed 



Chapter 6: God’s Covenant Renewed

God Reassures Moses

The Lord said to Moses, “Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh. Because of my mighty hand, he 
will let them go; because of my mighty hand, he will drive them out of his country.” God spoke to 
Moses and said to him, “I am the Lord. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as God Almighty,
but by my name the Lord I did not make myself fully known to them. I also established my covenant 
with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they resided as foreigners. Moreover, I have heard 
the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my 
covenant.”

Renewal of the Covenant

“Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the 
Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm 
and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you 
will know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 
And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I
will give it to you as a possession. I am the Lord.’”

Moses’ Message to the Israelites

Moses reported this to the Israelites, but they did not listen to him because of their discouragement and 
harsh labor.

God’s Command to Moses and Aaron

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the Israelites go out of his country.”
But Moses said to the Lord, “If the Israelites will not listen to me, why would Pharaoh listen to me, 
since I speak with faltering lips?”

Genealogy of Moses and Aaron

Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron about the Israelites and Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he 
commanded them to bring the Israelites out of Egypt. These were the heads of their families:

• The sons of Reuben, the firstborn son of Israel: Hanok and Pallu, Hezron and Karmi. These 
were the clans of Reuben. 

• The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar and Shaul the son of a Canaanite 
woman. These were the clans of Simeon. 

• These were the names of the sons of Levi according to their records: Gershon, Kohath and 
Merari. Levi lived 137 years. 

• The sons of Gershon, by clans: Libni and Shimei. 
• The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. Kohath lived 133 years. 
• The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. 



These were the clans of Levi according to their records. Amram married his father’s sister Jochebed, 
who bore him Aaron and Moses. Amram lived 137 years. The sons of Izhar: Korah, Nepheg and Zikri. 
The sons of Uzziel: Mishael, Elzaphan and Sithri. Aaron married Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab 
and sister of Nahshon, and she bore him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. The sons of Korah 
were Assir, Elkanah and Abiasaph. These were the Korahite clans. Eleazar son of Aaron married one of 
the daughters of Putiel, and she bore him Phinehas. These were the heads of the Levite families, clan 
by clan.

It was this Aaron and Moses to whom the Lord said, “Bring the Israelites out of Egypt by their 
divisions.” They were the ones who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt about bringing the Israelites out of 
Egypt—this same Moses and Aaron.

Moses’ Reluctance

Now when the Lord spoke to Moses in Egypt, he said to him, “I am the Lord. Tell Pharaoh king of 
Egypt everything I tell you.” But Moses said to the Lord, “Since I speak with faltering lips, why would 
Pharaoh listen to me?”

Chapter 7: The First Plague – Water Turned to Blood
1. God’s Empowerment of Moses and Aaron

• God reassures Moses and Aaron of their roles 
• Moses is made “like God” to Pharaoh, with Aaron as his prophet 

2. Confrontation with Pharaoh

• Moses and Aaron approach Pharaoh 
• Aaron’s staff turns into a serpent 

3. Pharaoh’s Magicians

• Egyptian magicians replicate the miracle 
• Aaron’s staff swallows the magicians’ staffs 

4. Pharaoh’s Hardened Heart

• Pharaoh’s heart remains hardened despite the miracle 
• God predicts Pharaoh’s continued resistance 

5. The First Plague: Water Turned to Blood

• God instructs Moses and Aaron to strike the Nile 
• The Nile and all water sources in Egypt turn to blood 
• Fish die, and the river becomes undrinkable 

6. Magicians Replicate the Plague

• Egyptian magicians replicate the water-to-blood miracle 
• Pharaoh’s heart remains hardened 

7. Aftermath of the Plague

• Egyptians dig around the Nile for drinking water 
• Seven days pass after the Lord strikes the Nile 



This outline captures the key events and themes of the seventh chapter, focusing on the initial 
confrontation with Pharaoh, the first miraculous signs, and the beginning of the plagues.

Chapter 7: The First Plague – Water Turned to Blood

God’s Empowerment of Moses and Aaron

The Lord said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be 
your prophet. You are to say everything I command you, and your brother Aaron is to tell Pharaoh to let
the Israelites go out of his country. But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though I multiply my signs 
and wonders in Egypt, he will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts
of judgment I will bring out my divisions, my people the Israelites. And the Egyptians will know that I 
am the Lord when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it.”

Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded them. Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-
three when they spoke to Pharaoh.

Confrontation with Pharaoh

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Perform a miracle,’ then say to 
Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh,’ and it will become a snake.” So Moses and 
Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the Lord commanded. Aaron threw his staff down in front of 
Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a snake.

Pharaoh’s Magicians

Pharaoh then summoned wise men and sorcerers, and the Egyptian magicians also did the same things 
by their secret arts: each one threw down his staff and it became a snake. But Aaron’s staff swallowed 
up their staffs. Yet Pharaoh’s heart became hard and he would not listen to them, just as the Lord had 
said.

Pharaoh’s Hardened Heart

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is unyielding; he refuses to let the people go. Go to 
Pharaoh in the morning as he goes out to the river. Confront him on the bank of the Nile, and take in 
your hand the staff that was changed into a snake. Then say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews,
has sent me to say to you: Let my people go, so that they may worship me in the wilderness. But until 
now you have not listened. This is what the Lord says: By this you will know that I am the Lord: With 
the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water of the Nile, and it will be changed into blood. The fish
in the Nile will die, and the river will stink; the Egyptians will not be able to drink its water.’”

The First Plague: Water Turned to Blood

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of 
Egypt—over the streams and canals, over the ponds and all the reservoirs’—and they will turn to 
blood. Blood will be everywhere in Egypt, even in vessels of wood and stone.”



Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord had commanded. He raised his staff in the presence of Pharaoh 
and his officials and struck the water of the Nile, and all the water was changed into blood. The fish in 
the Nile died, and the river smelled so bad that the Egyptians could not drink its water. Blood was 
everywhere in Egypt.

Magicians Replicate the Plague

But the Egyptian magicians did the same things by their secret arts, and Pharaoh’s heart became hard; 
he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the Lord had said. Instead, he turned and went into his 
palace and did not take even this to heart.

Aftermath of the Plague

And all the Egyptians dug along the Nile to get drinking water, because they could not drink the water 
of the river. Seven days passed after the Lord struck the Nile.

Chapter 8: The Plagues of Frogs, Gnats, and Flies
1. The Second Plague: Frogs

• God commands Moses to tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go 
• Moses warns Pharaoh of the plague of frogs 
• Frogs overrun Egypt, entering houses, bedrooms, and kitchens 

2. Pharaoh’s Temporary Relent

• Pharaoh pleads with Moses to remove the frogs 
• Moses prays to God, and the frogs die, leaving a foul odor 
• Pharaoh hardens his heart and refuses to let the Israelites go 

3. The Third Plague: Gnats

• God instructs Moses to tell Aaron to strike the dust of the ground 
• The dust turns into gnats, infesting people and animals 
• Egyptian magicians fail to replicate this plague and acknowledge God’s power 

4. Pharaoh’s Hardened Heart

• Despite the magicians’ acknowledgment, Pharaoh’s heart remains hardened 
• Pharaoh refuses to let the Israelites go 

5. The Fourth Plague: Flies

• God commands Moses to confront Pharaoh again 
• Moses warns Pharaoh of the plague of flies 
• Swarms of flies invade Egypt, but Goshen, where the Israelites live, is spared 

6. Pharaoh’s Conditional Agreement

• Pharaoh agrees to let the Israelites go to sacrifice in the wilderness 
• Moses prays, and the flies leave 
• Pharaoh hardens his heart once more and reneges on his promise 



Chapter 8: The Plagues of Frogs, Gnats, and Flies

The Second Plague: Frogs

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is what the Lord says: Let my 
people go, so that they may worship me. If you refuse to let them go, I will send a plague of frogs on 
your whole country. The Nile will teem with frogs. They will come up into your palace and your 
bedroom and onto your bed, into the houses of your officials and on your people, and into your ovens 
and kneading troughs. The frogs will come up on you and your people and all your officials.’”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with your staff over the streams and 
canals and ponds, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt.’” So Aaron stretched out his hand 
over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land. But the magicians did the same 
things by their secret arts; they also made frogs come up on the land of Egypt.

Pharaoh’s Temporary Relent

Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Pray to the Lord to take the frogs away from me and 
my people, and I will let your people go to offer sacrifices to the Lord.” Moses said to Pharaoh, “I 
leave to you the honor of setting the time for me to pray for you and your officials and your people that 
you and your houses may be rid of the frogs, except for those that remain in the Nile.”

“Tomorrow,” Pharaoh said.

Moses replied, “It will be as you say, so that you may know there is no one like the Lord our God. The 
frogs will leave you and your houses, your officials and your people; they will remain only in the Nile.”

After Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh, Moses cried out to the Lord about the frogs he had brought on 
Pharaoh. And the Lord did what Moses asked. The frogs died in the houses, in the courtyards and in the
fields. They were piled into heaps, and the land reeked of them. But when Pharaoh saw that there was 
relief, he hardened his heart and would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the Lord had said.

The Third Plague: Gnats

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the ground,’ and
throughout the land of Egypt the dust will become gnats.” They did this, and when Aaron stretched out 
his hand with the staff and struck the dust of the ground, gnats came on people and animals. All the 
dust throughout the land of Egypt became gnats. But when the magicians tried to produce gnats by their
secret arts, they could not. Since the gnats were on people and animals everywhere, the magicians said 
to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hard and he would not listen, just as 
the Lord had said.

Pharaoh’s Hardened Heart

Despite the magicians’ acknowledgment of God’s power, Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened, and he 
refused to let the Israelites go.



The Fourth Plague: Flies

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Get up early in the morning and confront Pharaoh as he goes to the river
and say to him, ‘This is what the Lord says: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. If you do 
not let my people go, I will send swarms of flies on you and your officials, on your people and into 
your houses. The houses of the Egyptians will be full of flies; even the ground will be covered with 
them. But on that day I will deal differently with the land of Goshen, where my people live; no swarms 
of flies will be there, so that you will know that I, the Lord, am in this land. I will make a distinction 
between my people and your people. This sign will occur tomorrow.’”

And the Lord did this. Dense swarms of flies poured into Pharaoh’s palace and into the houses of his 
officials; throughout Egypt the land was ruined by the flies.

Pharaoh’s Conditional Agreement

Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God here in the land.”

But Moses said, “That would not be right. The sacrifices we offer the Lord our God would be 
detestable to the Egyptians. And if we offer sacrifices that are detestable in their eyes, will they not 
stone us? We must take a three-day journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to the Lord our God, 
as he commands us.”

Pharaoh said, “I will let you go to offer sacrifices to the Lord your God in the wilderness, but you must 
not go very far. Now pray for me.”

Moses answered, “As soon as I leave you, I will pray to the Lord, and tomorrow the flies will leave 
Pharaoh and his officials and his people. Only let Pharaoh be sure that he does not act deceitfully again 
by not letting the people go to offer sacrifices to the Lord.”

Then Moses left Pharaoh and prayed to the Lord, and the Lord did what Moses asked. The flies left 
Pharaoh and his officials and his people; not a fly remained. But this time also Pharaoh hardened his 
heart and would not let the people go.

This chapter continues the narrative of the plagues, highlighting Pharaoh’s persistent resistance and the 
increasing severity of God’s judgments.

Chapter 9: The Plagues of Livestock, Boils, and Hail
1. The Fifth Plague: Livestock Diseased

• God commands Moses to warn Pharaoh 
• Plague strikes Egyptian livestock, sparing Israelite livestock 
• Pharaoh’s heart remains hardened 

2. The Sixth Plague: Boils

• God instructs Moses and Aaron to take handfuls of soot 
• Soot thrown into the air causes boils on Egyptians and animals 
• Egyptian magicians unable to stand before Moses due to boils 
• Pharaoh’s heart remains hardened 



3. The Seventh Plague: Hail

• God commands Moses to warn Pharaoh of the severe hailstorm 
• Some Egyptians heed the warning and shelter their servants and livestock 
• Hailstorm devastates Egypt, sparing the land of Goshen 
• Pharaoh admits his sin and asks Moses to pray for the hail to stop 
• Moses prays, the hail stops, but Pharaoh hardens his heart again 

Chapter 9: The Plagues of Livestock, Boils, and Hail

The Fifth Plague: Livestock Diseased

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of the 
Hebrews, says: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. If you refuse to let them go and 
continue to hold them back, the hand of the Lord will bring a terrible plague on your livestock in the 
field—on your horses, donkeys and camels and on your cattle, sheep and goats. But the Lord will make
a distinction between the livestock of Israel and that of Egypt, so that no animal belonging to the 
Israelites will die.’”

The Lord set a time and said, “Tomorrow the Lord will do this in the land.” And the next day the Lord 
did it: All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one animal belonging to the Israelites died. 
Pharaoh sent men to investigate and found that not even one of the animals of the Israelites had died. 
Yet his heart was unyielding and he would not let the people go.

The Sixth Plague: Boils

Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Take handfuls of soot from a furnace and have Moses toss it 
into the air in the presence of Pharaoh. It will become fine dust over the whole land of Egypt, and 
festering boils will break out on people and animals throughout the land.”

So they took soot from a furnace and stood before Pharaoh. Moses tossed it into the air, and festering 
boils broke out on people and animals. The magicians could not stand before Moses because of the 
boils that were on them and on all the Egyptians. But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart and he would 
not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the Lord had said to Moses.

The Seventh Plague: Hail

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Get up early in the morning, confront Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is 
what the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my people go, so that they may worship me, or this 
time I will send the full force of my plagues against you and against your officials and your people, so 
you may know that there is no one like me in all the earth. For by now I could have stretched out my 
hand and struck you and your people with a plague that would have wiped you off the earth. But I have 
raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be 
proclaimed in all the earth. You still set yourself against my people and will not let them go. Therefore, 
at this time tomorrow I will send the worst hailstorm that has ever fallen on Egypt, from the day it was 
founded till now. Give an order now to bring your livestock and everything you have in the field to a 



place of shelter, because the hail will fall on every person and animal that has not been brought in and 
is still out in the field, and they will die.’”

Those officials of Pharaoh who feared the word of the Lord hurried to bring their slaves and their 
livestock inside. But those who ignored the word of the Lord left their slaves and livestock in the field.

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky so that hail will fall all over Egypt
—on people and animals and on everything growing in the fields of Egypt.” When Moses stretched out 
his staff toward the sky, the Lord sent thunder and hail, and lightning flashed down to the ground. So 
the Lord rained hail on the land of Egypt; hail fell and lightning flashed back and forth. It was the worst
storm in all the land of Egypt since it had become a nation. Throughout Egypt hail struck everything in 
the fields—both people and animals; it beat down everything growing in the fields and stripped every 
tree. The only place it did not hail was the land of Goshen, where the Israelites were.

Pharaoh’s False Repentance

Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron. “This time I have sinned,” he said to them. “The Lord is in
the right, and I and my people are in the wrong. Pray to the Lord, for we have had enough thunder and 
hail. I will let you go; you don’t have to stay any longer.”

Moses replied, “When I have gone out of the city, I will spread out my hands in prayer to the Lord. The
thunder will stop and there will be no more hail, so you may know that the earth is the Lord’s. But I 
know that you and your officials still do not fear the Lord God.”

The flax and barley were destroyed, since the barley had headed and the flax was in bloom. The wheat 
and spelt, however, were not destroyed, because they ripen later.

Then Moses left Pharaoh and went out of the city. He spread out his hands toward the Lord; the thunder
and hail stopped, and the rain no longer poured down on the land. When Pharaoh saw that the rain and 
hail and thunder had stopped, he sinned again: He and his officials hardened their hearts. So Pharaoh’s 
heart was hard and he would not let the Israelites go, just as the Lord had said through Moses.

Chapter 10: The Plagues of Locusts and Darkness
1. God’s Warning to Pharaoh

• God instructs Moses to go to Pharaoh 
• Purpose of the plagues: to show God’s power and so future generations will know 

2. The Eighth Plague: Locusts

• Moses warns Pharaoh of the coming plague of locusts 
• Pharaoh’s officials plead with him to let the Israelites go 
• Pharaoh offers a compromise, allowing only the men to go 
• Moses rejects the compromise, and the plague of locusts descends 
• Locusts cover Egypt, consuming all remaining vegetation 

3. Pharaoh’s Plea and Deception

• Pharaoh admits his sin and asks Moses to pray for the removal of the locusts 
• Moses prays, and God sends a wind to drive the locusts into the Red Sea 



• Pharaoh hardens his heart again and refuses to let the Israelites go 
4. The Ninth Plague: Darkness

• God instructs Moses to stretch out his hand toward the sky 
• A thick darkness covers Egypt for three days 
• The Israelites have light in their dwellings 

5. Pharaoh’s Final Offer

• Pharaoh calls Moses and offers to let the people go, but without their livestock 
• Moses insists that all people and livestock must go 
• Pharaoh, enraged, warns Moses never to appear before him again, threatening death 

Chapter 10: The Plagues of Locusts and Darkness

God’s Warning to Pharaoh

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the hearts of his 
officials so that I may perform these signs of mine among them, that you may tell your children and 
grandchildren how I dealt harshly with the Egyptians and how I performed my signs among them, and 
that you may know that I am the Lord.”

So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said to him, “This is what the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, 
says: ‘How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me? Let my people go, so that they may 
worship me. If you refuse to let them go, I will bring locusts into your country tomorrow. They will 
cover the face of the ground so that it cannot be seen. They will devour what little you have left after 
the hail, including every tree that is growing in your fields. They will fill your houses and those of all 
your officials and all the Egyptians—something neither your parents nor your ancestors have ever seen 
from the day they settled in this land till now.’”

Then Moses turned and left Pharaoh.

The Eighth Plague: Locusts

Pharaoh’s officials said to him, “How long will this man be a snare to us? Let the people go, so that 
they may worship the Lord their God. Do you not yet realize that Egypt is ruined?”

Then Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh. “Go, worship the Lord your God,” he said. “But 
tell me who will be going.”

Moses answered, “We will go with our young and old, with our sons and daughters, and with our flocks
and herds, because we are to celebrate a festival to the Lord.”

Pharaoh said, “The Lord be with you—if I let you go, along with your women and children! Clearly 
you are bent on evil. No! Have only the men go and worship the Lord, since that’s what you have been 
asking for.” Then Moses and Aaron were driven out of Pharaoh’s presence.

And the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over Egypt so that locusts swarm over the land and
devour everything growing in the fields, everything left by the hail.”



So Moses stretched out his staff over Egypt, and the Lord made an east wind blow across the land all 
that day and all that night. By morning the wind had brought the locusts; they invaded all Egypt and 
settled down in every area of the country in great numbers. Never before had there been such a plague 
of locusts, nor will there ever be again. They covered all the ground until it was black. They devoured 
all that was left after the hail—everything growing in the fields and the fruit on the trees. Nothing green
remained on tree or plant in all the land of Egypt.

Pharaoh’s Plea and Deception

Pharaoh quickly summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “I have sinned against the Lord your God and 
against you. Now forgive my sin once more and pray to the Lord your God to take this deadly plague 
away from me.”

Moses then left Pharaoh and prayed to the Lord. And the Lord changed the wind to a very strong west 
wind, which caught up the locusts and carried them into the Red Sea. Not a locust was left anywhere in 
Egypt. But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let the Israelites go.

The Ninth Plague: Darkness

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky so that darkness spreads over 
Egypt—darkness that can be felt.” So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and total darkness 
covered all Egypt for three days. No one could see anyone else or move about for three days. Yet all the
Israelites had light in the places where they lived.

Pharaoh’s Final Offer

Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and said, “Go, worship the Lord. Even your women and children may 
go with you; only leave your flocks and herds behind.”

But Moses said, “You must allow us to have sacrifices and burnt offerings to present to the Lord our 
God. Our livestock too must go with us; not a hoof is to be left behind. We have to use some of them in
worshiping the Lord our God, and until we get there we will not know what we are to use to worship 
the Lord.”

But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he was not willing to let them go. Pharaoh said to Moses, 
“Get out of my sight! Make sure you do not appear before me again! The day you see my face you will 
die.”

“Just as you say,” Moses replied. “I will never appear before you again.”

Chapter 11: The Final Plague Announced
1. God’s Warning to Moses

• God informs Moses of the final plague 
• The death of the firstborn in Egypt 

2. Instructions for the Israelites



• God instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to ask their Egyptian neighbors for silver and 
gold 

3. Moses’ Message to Pharaoh

• Moses delivers God’s message to Pharaoh 
• The announcement of the death of the firstborn 

4. Pharaoh’s Hardened Heart

• Pharaoh’s continued refusal to let the Israelites go 
• God’s prediction of Pharaoh’s reaction 

5. The Plague’s Impact

• Description of the coming devastation 
• The distinction between the Egyptians and the Israelites 

This outline captures the key events and themes of the eleventh chapter, focusing on the announcement 
of the final plague and the preparations for the Israelites’ departure.

Chapter 11: The Final Plague Announced

God’s Warning to Moses

Now the Lord had said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, he
will let you go from here, and when he does, he will drive you out completely. Tell the people that men 
and women alike are to ask their neighbors for articles of silver and gold.” (The Lord made the 
Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and Moses himself was highly regarded in Egypt by 
Pharaoh’s officials and by the people.)

Instructions for the Israelites

So Moses said, “This is what the Lord says: ‘About midnight I will go throughout Egypt. Every 
firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the 
firstborn son of the female slave, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well. 
There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt—worse than there has ever been or ever will be again. 
But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any person or animal.’ Then you will know that the Lord
makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. All these officials of yours will come to me, bowing 
down before me and saying, ‘Go, you and all the people who follow you!’ After that I will leave.” Then
Moses, hot with anger, left Pharaoh.

Moses’ Message to Pharaoh

The Lord had said to Moses, “Pharaoh will refuse to listen to you—so that my wonders may be 
multiplied in Egypt.” Moses and Aaron performed all these wonders before Pharaoh, but the Lord 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let the Israelites go out of his country.



Pharaoh’s Hardened Heart

Despite the severe warning and the impending devastation, Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened. He 
continued to refuse to let the Israelites go, fulfilling God’s prediction of his reaction.

The Plague’s Impact

The final plague would bring unprecedented devastation to Egypt, striking at the heart of every 
household. The distinction between the Egyptians and the Israelites would be clear, as the Israelites 
would be spared from this calamity. This final act of judgment would ultimately compel Pharaoh to 
release the Israelites, setting the stage for their exodus from Egypt.

This chapter sets the stage for the final and most devastating plague, highlighting God’s power and the 
preparations for the Israelites’ departure.

Chapter 12: The Passover and the Exodus
1. The Passover Instructions

• God instructs Moses and Aaron on the observance of the Passover 
• Each household to select an unblemished year-old male lamb or goat 
• The lamb to be slaughtered at twilight on the fourteenth day of the month 

2. The Passover Meal

• Instructions on how to prepare and eat the lamb 
• Eat with unleavened bread and bitter herbs 
• Eat in haste, dressed for travel 

3. The Blood as a Sign

• Blood of the lamb to be smeared on the doorframes 
• The Lord will pass over the houses with the blood, sparing them from the plague 

4. The Final Plague: Death of the Firstborn

• The Lord strikes down all the firstborn in Egypt at midnight 
• Widespread mourning in Egypt 
• Pharaoh urges the Israelites to leave 

5. The Exodus Begins

• Israelites leave Egypt in haste, taking unleavened bread 
• Egyptians give the Israelites silver, gold, and clothing 
• The Israelites journey from Rameses to Succoth 

6. Passover Regulations

• Instructions on who may eat the Passover meal 
• The meal to be observed annually as a lasting ordinance 



Chapter 12: The Passover and the Exodus

The Passover Instructions

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you the first month, the first 
month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is 
to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. If any household is too small for a whole lamb, 
they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there 
are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. The
animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or 
the goats. Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of the 
community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight.”

The Passover Meal

“Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the 
houses where they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along 
with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it 
over a fire—with the head, legs and internal organs. Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left 
till morning, you must burn it. This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your 
sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover.”

The Blood as a Sign

“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and 
animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. The blood will be a sign for 
you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague 
will touch you when I strike Egypt.”

The Final Plague: Death of the Firstborn

At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on 
the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock
as well. Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud 
wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead.

The Exodus Begins

During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the 
Israelites! Go, worship the Lord as you have requested. Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, 
and go. And also bless me.” The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. “For 
otherwise,” they said, “we will all die!” So the people took their dough before the yeast was added, and
carried it on their shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped in clothing. The Israelites did as Moses 
instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for clothing. The Lord had made 
the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they 
plundered the Egyptians.



The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth. There were about six hundred thousand men on 
foot, besides women and children. Many other people went up with them, and also large droves of 
livestock, both flocks and herds. With the dough the Israelites had brought from Egypt, they baked 
loaves of unleavened bread. The dough was without yeast because they had been driven out of Egypt 
and did not have time to prepare food for themselves.

Passover Regulations

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “These are the regulations for the Passover meal: No foreigner may
eat it. Any slave you have bought may eat it after you have circumcised him, but a temporary resident 
or a hired worker may not eat it. It must be eaten inside the house; take none of the meat outside the 
house. Do not break any of the bones. The whole community of Israel must celebrate it. A foreigner 
residing among you who wants to celebrate the Lord’s Passover must have all the males in his 
household circumcised; then he may take part like one born in the land. No uncircumcised male may 
eat it. The same law applies both to the native-born and to the foreigner residing among you.”

All the Israelites did just what the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron. And on that very day the 
Lord brought the Israelites out of Egypt by their divisions.

Chapter 13: Consecration of the Firstborn and the Journey Begins
1. Consecration of the Firstborn

• God commands Moses to consecrate every firstborn male among the Israelites 
• Instructions on the redemption of the firstborn 

2. The Festival of Unleavened Bread

• God reiterates the instructions for the Festival of Unleavened Bread 
• The significance of the festival as a reminder of the Exodus 

3. The Journey from Egypt

• The Israelites set out from Succoth to Etham 
• God leads the people with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night 

4. Instructions for the Future

• Moses instructs the people to remember this day and to teach future generations about 
God’s deliverance 

• The importance of observing the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread 
annually 

5. God’s Guidance

• God does not lead the Israelites through the Philistine country, though it was shorter 
• The route chosen to avoid potential conflict and to strengthen the Israelites’ faith 

This outline captures the key events and themes of the thirteenth chapter, focusing on the consecration 
of the firstborn, the observance of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, and the beginning of the Israelites’
journey from Egypt. 



Chapter 13: Consecration of the Firstborn and the Journey Begins

Consecration of the Firstborn

The Lord said to Moses, “Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The first offspring of every womb 
among the Israelites belongs to me, whether human or animal.”

The Festival of Unleavened Bread

Then Moses said to the people, “Commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of the land
of slavery, because the Lord brought you out of it with a mighty hand. Eat nothing containing yeast. 
Today, in the month of Aviv, you are leaving. When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites,
Hittites, Amorites, Hivites, and Jebusites—the land he swore to your ancestors to give you, a land 
flowing with milk and honey—you are to observe this ceremony in this month: For seven days eat 
bread made without yeast and on the seventh day hold a festival to the Lord. Eat unleavened bread 
during those seven days; nothing with yeast in it is to be seen among you, nor shall any yeast be seen 
anywhere within your borders. On that day tell your son, ‘I do this because of what the Lord did for me
when I came out of Egypt.’ This observance will be for you like a sign on your hand and a reminder on 
your forehead that this law of the Lord is to be on your lips. For the Lord brought you out of Egypt 
with his mighty hand. You must keep this ordinance at the appointed time year after year.”

Instructions for the Future

“After the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites and gives it to you, as he promised on oath to
you and your ancestors, you are to give over to the Lord the first offspring of every womb. All the 
firstborn males of your livestock belong to the Lord. Redeem with a lamb every firstborn donkey, but if
you do not redeem it, break its neck. Redeem every firstborn among your sons. In days to come, when 
your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ say to him, ‘With a mighty hand the Lord brought us out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery. When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed the 
firstborn of both people and animals in Egypt. This is why I sacrifice to the Lord the first male 
offspring of every womb and redeem each of my firstborn sons.’ And it will be like a sign on your hand
and a symbol on your forehead that the Lord brought us out of Egypt with his mighty hand.”

The Journey from Egypt

When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine country, 
though that was shorter. For God said, “If they face war, they might change their minds and return to 
Egypt.” So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red Sea. The Israelites went up 
out of Egypt ready for battle.

Moses took the bones of Joseph with him because Joseph had made the Israelites swear an oath. He had
said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up with you from this 
place.”

After leaving Succoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert. By day the Lord went ahead of 
them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so



that they could travel by day or night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night 
left its place in front of the people.

Chapter 14: Crossing the Red Sea
1. God’s Instructions to Moses

• God directs the Israelites to camp by the sea 
• God’s plan to harden Pharaoh’s heart to pursue the Israelites 

2. Pharaoh’s Pursuit

• Pharaoh changes his mind and pursues the Israelites with his army 
• The Egyptians catch up to the Israelites by the sea 

3. The Israelites’ Fear and Moses’ Assurance

• The Israelites panic and complain to Moses 
• Moses reassures them of God’s deliverance 

4. God’s Command to Move Forward

• God instructs Moses to stretch out his staff over the sea 
• The angel of God and the pillar of cloud move between the Israelites and the Egyptians 

5. The Parting of the Red Sea

• Moses stretches out his hand over the sea 
• The waters part, creating a dry path for the Israelites 

6. The Egyptians’ Pursuit and Destruction

• The Egyptians follow the Israelites into the sea 
• God causes confusion among the Egyptian army 
• Moses stretches out his hand again, and the waters return, drowning the Egyptians 

7. The Israelites’ Deliverance and Praise

• The Israelites safely reach the other side 
• The Israelites witness the destruction of the Egyptian army 
• The people fear the Lord and put their trust in Him and in Moses 

This outline captures the key events and themes of the fourteenth chapter, focusing on the dramatic 
crossing of the Red Sea and the deliverance of the Israelites from the Egyptian army. 

Chapter 14: Crossing the Red Sea

God’s Instructions to Moses

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi Hahiroth, between 
Migdol and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal Zephon. Pharaoh will think, 
‘The Israelites are wandering around the land in confusion, hemmed in by the desert.’ And I will harden



Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them. But I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh and all his 
army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.” So the Israelites did this.

Pharaoh’s Pursuit

When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their 
minds about them and said, “What have we done? We have let the Israelites go and have lost their 
services!” So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with him. He took six hundred of the 
best chariots, along with all the other chariots of Egypt, with officers over all of them. The Lord 
hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued the Israelites, who were marching out 
boldly. The Egyptians—all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots, horsemen and troops—pursued the Israelites 
and overtook them as they camped by the sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon.

The Israelites’ Fear and Moses’ Assurance

As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. 
They were terrified and cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no 
graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out 
of Egypt? Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have 
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”

Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord 
will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The Lord will fight for 
you; you need only to be still.”

God’s Command to Move Forward

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. Raise your
staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the 
sea on dry ground. I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will
gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. The Egyptians will
know that I am the Lord when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.”

Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind 
them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, coming between the armies 
of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the 
other side; so neither went near the other all night long.

The Parting of the Red Sea

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea back with a 
strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through 
the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.

The Egyptians’ Pursuit and Destruction

The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into 
the sea. During the last watch of the night the Lord looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the 



Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. He jammed the wheels of their chariots so that they had 
difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The Lord is fighting for 
them against Egypt.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over
the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at 
daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the Lord swept them
into the sea. The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire army of 
Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived.

The Israelites’ Deliverance and Praise

But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their 
left. That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying
dead on the shore. And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the Lord displayed against the 
Egyptians, the people feared the Lord and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.

Chapter 15: Laws and Ordinances

1. Laws about Slaves

• Acquisition and Treatment: 
• Rules for acquiring slaves. 
• Treatment and rights of slaves. 
• Conditions for the release of slaves after a certain period. 

• Special Cases: 
• Treatment of female slaves. 
• Rights of slaves who choose to stay with their masters. 

2. Laws about Restitution

• Theft and Property Damage: 
• Compensation for stolen or damaged property. 
• Specific restitution amounts for different types of property. 

• Personal Injury: 
• Compensation for injuries caused to others. 
• Guidelines for fair restitution based on the severity of the injury. 

• Negligence: 
• Responsibility for damages caused by negligence. 
• Restitution for harm caused by animals or other property. 



Chapter 15: Laws and Ordinances in the Book of Exodus
The Book of Exodus, particularly chapters 21 to 23, contains a comprehensive set of laws and 
ordinances given by God to the Israelites through Moses. These laws were designed to guide the newly 
freed Hebrew slaves in establishing a just and orderly society. The laws cover various aspects of daily 
life, including social justice, property rights, and religious practices.

1. Laws on Servitude

• Hebrew Servants: A Hebrew servant was to serve for six years and be freed in the seventh year.
If the servant chose to stay, a ritual involving piercing the ear was performed to signify lifelong 
servitude (Exodus 21:2-6). 

• Female Servants: Special provisions were made for female servants, ensuring their protection 
and fair treatment (Exodus 21:7-11). 

2. Personal Injury Laws

• Violence and Compensation: The laws detailed various scenarios of personal injury and the 
corresponding compensations. For example, if a person caused harm to another, they were 
required to compensate for the injury, following the principle of “an eye for an eye” (Exodus 
21:12-27). 

• Protection of Life: There were strict penalties for murder, kidnapping, and assault, emphasizing
the sanctity of life (Exodus 21:12-17). 

3. Property Laws

• Theft and Restitution: The laws provided guidelines for dealing with theft and required 
restitution to the victim. If a thief was caught, they had to repay multiple times the value of the 
stolen item (Exodus 22:1-4). 

• Damage to Property: Rules were established for cases where someone’s property was damaged
or destroyed, ensuring fair compensation (Exodus 22:5-6). 

4. Social Justice and Compassion

• Treatment of Strangers and the Vulnerable: The Israelites were commanded to treat 
strangers, widows, and orphans with kindness and justice, remembering their own experience as
strangers in Egypt (Exodus 22:21-24). 

• Loans and Pledges: The laws prohibited charging interest on loans to fellow Israelites and 
provided protections for those who had to pledge their belongings as collateral (Exodus 22:25-
27). 

5. Religious and Moral Laws

• Sabbath and Festivals: The observance of the Sabbath and various festivals was mandated to 
ensure regular worship and remembrance of God’s provision (Exodus 23:10-19). 

• Prohibition of Idolatry: The Israelites were strictly forbidden from worshipping other gods or 
making idols, reinforcing their exclusive devotion to Yahweh (Exodus 23:24-25). 



These laws and ordinances were not just legal codes but were intended to shape the moral and spiritual 
character of the Israelite community. They emphasized justice, compassion, and reverence for God, 
laying the foundation for a society that reflected God’s holiness and righteousness.

Chapter 16: Social and Religious Laws

1. Laws of Justice and Mercy

• Justice in Legal Proceedings:

• Prohibition against false testimony. 
• Requirement for fair treatment of all individuals, regardless of social status. 
• Guidelines for impartial judgment and avoidance of bribery. 

• Compassion and Mercy:

• Commands to help those in need, including returning lost property and assisting with 
burdens. 

• Provisions for the protection of foreigners, widows, and orphans. 
• Prohibition against oppressing the vulnerable and ensuring their fair treatment. 

2. Sabbaths and Festivals

• Sabbath Observance:

• Instructions for observing the weekly Sabbath as a day of rest and worship. 
• Prohibition against work on the Sabbath to honor its sanctity. 

• Annual Festivals:

• Passover: Commemoration of the Israelites’ deliverance from Egypt, including specific 
rituals and dietary restrictions. 

• Feast of Unleavened Bread: A week-long festival following Passover, emphasizing the 
removal of leaven from homes. 

• Feast of Weeks (Pentecost): Celebration of the first fruits of the harvest, involving 
offerings and communal gatherings. 

• Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot): A week-long festival commemorating the Israelites’ 
journey in the wilderness, marked by living in temporary shelters and offering sacrifices.

 

Chapter 16: Social Laws in the Book of Exodus

The book of Exodus is a foundational text in the Hebrew Bible, detailing the journey of the Israelites 
from slavery in Egypt to their covenant relationship with God. Central to this narrative are the social 
laws that govern the community’s conduct and establish principles of justice, equity, and compassion. 
These laws reflect God’s desire for a society that upholds fairness and protects the vulnerable.



1. The Context of Social Laws

The social laws found in Exodus emerge after the Israelites have been liberated from Egyptian 
bondage. They are not merely rules but are part of a covenantal framework that defines how Israel is to 
live as God’s chosen people. This context is crucial; it emphasizes that these laws are intended for a 
community that has experienced oppression and is now called to embody justice and mercy.

2. Key Principles of Social Justice

The social laws in Exodus can be categorized into several key principles:

• Justice and Fairness: The principle of “an eye for an eye” (Exodus 21:23-24) establishes a 
standard for proportional justice, ensuring that punishment fits the crime without excessive 
retribution.

• Protection of Vulnerable Groups: Specific laws address the treatment of marginalized 
individuals such as widows, orphans, and foreigners (Exodus 22:22-24). These groups often 
lacked advocates within society, making them susceptible to exploitation.

• Workers’ Rights: Laws regarding slavery (Exodus 21:2) highlight a more humane approach 
compared to contemporary practices. Hebrew slaves were to serve for six years before being 
freed, emphasizing dignity and respect for labor.

3. Examples of Social Laws

Several specific laws illustrate these principles:

• Treatment of Slaves: Exodus 21:2 states that Hebrew slaves should serve for six years and then
be released without payment. This law reflects a commitment to humane treatment and 
acknowledges the dignity of every individual.

• Protection Against Exploitation: In Exodus 22:21-24, God commands Israel not to oppress 
resident aliens or mistreat widows and orphans. The reminder that they were once aliens in 
Egypt serves as a moral imperative to treat others with compassion.

• Restitution for Harm: Exodus 21:28-30 outlines consequences when an ox gores someone, 
establishing accountability for animal owners while also providing options for restitution rather 
than solely punitive measures.

4. The Role of Community in Justice

These social laws emphasize communal responsibility. They require individuals not only to refrain 
from wrongdoing but also to actively protect those who cannot defend themselves. For instance, 
Exodus 23:4-5 instructs individuals to return lost property belonging to enemies, promoting 
reconciliation over animosity.

5. Relevance Today

While these laws were given in a specific historical context, their underlying principles remain relevant
today. They challenge modern societies to consider how they treat marginalized groups and advocate 



for justice within legal systems. The call for integrity in dealings (Exodus 23:1-3) resonates with 
contemporary discussions on ethics in business and governance.

In conclusion, the social laws outlined in Exodus provide profound insights into God’s vision for 
justice—a vision characterized by fairness, protection for the vulnerable, accountability, and communal
responsibility. These ancient directives continue to inspire ethical behavior among believers today as 
they seek to create just societies reflective of divine values.

Outline Chapter 17: The Covenant Confirmed

I. Introduction to the Covenant

• A. Definition of covenant in biblical context
• B. Importance of the covenant in the relationship between God and Israel
• C. Overview of the events leading up to the confirmation of the covenant

II. The Blood of the Covenant

• A. Significance of blood in ancient Near Eastern covenants
1. Symbolism of life and sacrifice
2. Ritualistic aspects of blood in covenant-making

• B. The act of sprinkling blood (Exodus 24:6-8)
1. Description of Moses taking half the blood and placing it in basins
2. The other half being sprinkled on the altar

• C. The people’s response to the covenant (Exodus 24:3)
1. Affirmation by the Israelites: “All that the Lord has spoken we will do”
2. Implications of their commitment to obeying God’s laws

• D. The establishment of a formal agreement between God and Israel
1. Understanding this moment as a binding contract 
2. Consequences for breaking the covenant

III. Moses on the Mountain

• A. Moses’ ascent to Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:12)
1. God’s call for Moses to come up to receive tablets of stone
2. The significance of Mount Sinai as a sacred space

• B. Duration and purpose of Moses’ stay on the mountain (Exodus 24:18)
1. Lengthy period spent in communion with God (40 days and nights)
2. Receiving instructions for worship, law, and community governance

• C. Theophany at Mount Sinai 
1. Description of God’s presence (cloud, fire, thunder)
2. Impact on Israelite understanding of God’s holiness and majesty

• D. Preparation for receiving further laws and guidelines 
1. Importance of obedience and reverence during this encounter 
2. Anticipation among the people regarding what Moses would bring back



IV. Conclusion

• A. Summary of key themes from “The Covenant Confirmed”
• B. Reflection on how these events shape Israel’s identity as a nation under God’s law 
• C. Relevance of covenant theology in contemporary faith practices 

This outline provides a structured approach to discussing “The Covenant Confirmed,” focusing on both
significant elements—the blood that symbolizes commitment and Moses’ pivotal role on Mount Sinai
—while contextualizing their importance within biblical narrative and theology.

Chapter 17. The Covenant Confirmed

The confirmation of the covenant between God and the Israelites is a pivotal moment in the narrative of
Exodus, encapsulating themes of divine promise, communal commitment, and sacrificial rites. This 
chapter delves into two significant aspects: the blood of the covenant and Moses’ experience on the 
mountain.

The Blood of the Covenant
The concept of blood as a symbol of life and a medium for establishing covenants is deeply rooted in 
ancient Near Eastern traditions. In Exodus 24:6-8, we find a profound ritual that underscores this 
symbolism. After receiving the laws from God, Moses takes half of the blood from sacrificed animals 
and sprinkles it on the altar, representing God’s part in the covenant. The other half is sprinkled on the 
people, signifying their commitment to obey God’s commandments.

1. Significance of Sacrifice: 

• Sacrifices were integral to ancient worship practices, serving as a means to atone for sins
and establish a relationship with God. The act of sprinkling blood signifies purification 
and dedication.

• In this context, blood represents both life and death; it acknowledges that entering into a 
covenant requires serious commitment and often entails consequences for disobedience.

2. Covenantal Commitment:

• When Moses reads aloud the Book of the Covenant (Exodus 24:7), he invites the people 
to respond affirmatively. Their declaration, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do,” 
reflects their willingness to enter into this sacred agreement.

• The sprinkling of blood serves as a physical manifestation of this commitment—binding
both parties in mutual obligation.

3. Foreshadowing Future Covenants:

• This event foreshadows later biblical covenants where blood plays a crucial role, 
particularly in Christian theology with Jesus’ sacrifice being viewed as fulfilling and 
transcending Old Testament sacrificial systems (Hebrews 9:22).



Moses on the Mountain
Following the confirmation of the covenant through blood rituals, Moses ascends Mount Sinai to 
commune further with God (Exodus 24:12). This ascent marks an important transition from communal 
affirmation to individual revelation.

1. Divine Encounter:

• On Mount Sinai, Moses enters into an intimate relationship with God characterized by 
direct communication (Exodus 24:16-18). This encounter emphasizes God’s holiness 
and majesty while also highlighting Moses’ unique role as mediator between God and 
Israel.

• The cloud covering Mount Sinai symbolizes God’s presence—a recurring theme 
throughout Exodus that illustrates how divine encounters are often shrouded in mystery.

2. Receiving Instructions:

• During his time on the mountain, Moses receives detailed instructions regarding various 
aspects of worship, including guidelines for building the Tabernacle (Exodus 25-31). 
These instructions reflect God’s desire for a dwelling place among His people.

• The emphasis on specific materials and designs indicates that worship must be 
approached with reverence and intentionality.

3. Duration and Significance:

• Moses remains on the mountain for forty days and nights (Exodus 24:18), which 
signifies a period of preparation and transformation. This duration is significant within 
biblical literature; it often denotes times of trial or spiritual renewal.

• The extended absence leads to challenges among the Israelites below, ultimately 
culminating in their demand for an idol (the Golden Calf) due to uncertainty about 
Moses’ return (Exodus 32). This incident highlights human frailty in contrast to divine 
faithfulness.

4. Moses as Mediator:

• Throughout these events, Moses serves as an intermediary figure who conveys God’s 
will to Israel while also interceding on their behalf when they falter (Exodus 32:11-14).

• His role emphasizes not only leadership but also accountability—both before God and 
his fellow Israelites—as he navigates complex dynamics between divine commandment 
and human behavior.

In conclusion, “The Covenant Confirmed” encapsulates critical theological themes surrounding 
sacrifice, community commitment, divine presence, and mediation through Moses’ experiences during 
this transformative period at Mount Sinai. These elements collectively underscore how foundational 
this moment is for understanding Israel’s identity as God’s chosen people bound by covenantal law.



Chapter 18:Outline for Instructions for the Tabernacle

I. Offerings for the Tabernacle A. Types of Offerings

  1. Freewill offerings

  2. Tithes and contributions

  3. Specific materials required

     a. Gold, silver, and bronze

     b. Blue, purple, and scarlet yarns

     c. Fine linen and goat hair

     d. Ram skins dyed red and sea cow hides

     e. Acacia wood

     f. Olive oil for the lampstand

     g. Spices for anointing oil and incense

B. Purpose of Offerings

  1. To create a dwelling place for God among His people
  2. To reflect communal participation in worship

II. The Ark of the Covenant A. Description of the Ark 

  1. Dimensions (length, width, height)
  2. Materials used (acacia wood overlaid with gold)

B. Contents of the Ark 

  1. The tablets of the Law (Ten Commandments)
  2. Aaron's rod that budded 
  3. A pot of manna 

C. Significance of the Ark 

  1. Symbol of God's presence among His people 
  2. Role in worship and rituals 

D. Construction Details 

  1. Design specifications (mercy seat, cherubim)
  2. Carrying poles and rings 

Chapter 18: Instructions for the Tabernacle

The instructions for the Tabernacle, as described in the Hebrew Bible, particularly in the book of 
Exodus, provide detailed guidelines on how to construct and furnish this sacred space. The Tabernacle 



served as a portable dwelling place for God among the Israelites during their journey through the 
wilderness after their exodus from Egypt.

Offerings for the Tabernacle
The offerings for the Tabernacle were essential to its construction and operation. According to Exodus 
25:1-2, God commanded Moses to collect offerings from the people of Israel. These offerings were 
voluntary and included various materials such as gold, silver, bronze, blue and purple yarns, fine linen, 
goat hair, ram skins dyed red, and acacia wood. 

The purpose of these offerings was not only to gather materials but also to foster a sense of community 
and shared responsibility among the Israelites. Each individual contributed according to their ability 
and willingness. The collected materials were then used by skilled artisans appointed by God (Exodus 
31:1-6) to create the components of the Tabernacle.

The Ark of the Covenant
One of the most significant elements within the Tabernacle was the Ark of the Covenant. Detailed 
instructions for its construction are found in Exodus 25:10-22. The Ark was made of acacia wood and 
overlaid with pure gold inside and out. It measured approximately 2.5 cubits long (about 3.75 feet), 1.5 
cubits wide (about 2.25 feet), and 1.5 cubits high (about 2.25 feet).

The Ark served multiple purposes:

1. Symbol of God’s Presence: The Ark represented God’s covenant with Israel and His presence 
among them.

2. Containment of Sacred Items: Inside the Ark were placed important items such as the tablets 
of stone containing the Ten Commandments (Exodus 25:16), a pot of manna (Exodus 16:33), 
and Aaron’s rod that budded (Numbers 17:10).

3. Mercy Seat: The lid of the Ark was known as the “mercy seat,” where God would meet with 
Moses and communicate His will (Exodus 25:22). This area was flanked by two cherubim made
from gold.

4. Central Role in Worship: The Ark played a central role in Israelite worship practices, 
particularly during significant events like crossing into Canaan or during battles.

In summary, both offerings for constructing the Tabernacle and specific instructions regarding its 
components like the Ark of Covenant highlight not only religious significance but also communal 
involvement in worship practices among ancient Israelites.

Outline Chapter 19: The Priestly Garments

I. The Ephod and Breastpiece
A. Description of the Ephod 

  1. Materials used (gold, blue, purple, scarlet yarns, and fine linen)  



  2. Design features (two shoulder pieces, a waistband)  

B. Significance of the Ephod 

  1. Symbol of the priest's role and authority  

  2. Connection to divination and seeking God's will  

C. The Breastpiece 

  1. Dimensions and design (square shape with twelve stones)  

  2. Stones representing the twelve tribes of Israel  

D. Purpose of the Breastpiece 

  1. To carry the names of the tribes before God  

  2. Use in decision-making through Urim and Thummim  

II. Other Priestly Garments
A. Robe of the Ephod 

  1. Description (blue robe with pomegranates and bells)  

  2. Function during rituals and ceremonies  

B. Tunics, Sashes, and Headpieces 

  1. Description of tunics (fine linen)   

  2. Sashes (woven with intricate designs)   

  3. Headpieces (mitre or turban) for dignity and holiness   

C. Significance of All Garments 

  1. Representing purity, holiness, and separation from common people   

  2. Role in facilitating worship and sacrificial rites  

Chapter 19: The Priestly Garments

In the ancient Israelite tradition, the garments worn by the priests were not merely functional; they 
were imbued with deep spiritual significance and symbolism. These garments served to distinguish the 
priests from the laypeople and to signify their unique role in mediating between God and the people of 
Israel. This chapter will explore two primary components of the priestly attire: the ephod and 
breastpiece, along with other essential garments that constituted the complete vestments of a priest.

I. The Ephod and Breastpiece

The ephod was a richly designed garment that served as a central piece of the high priest’s attire. It was
made of fine linen and embroidered with gold thread, blue, purple, and scarlet yarns. The ephod 



consisted of two main parts: a back piece that covered the back and shoulders, and a front piece that 
draped over the chest.

1. Design and Construction

• The ephod was crafted with great care, featuring shoulder pieces adorned with onyx 
stones set in gold filigree. Each stone bore engraved names representing six tribes of 
Israel on each side.

• The breastpiece, also known as the breastplate of judgment, was attached to the front of 
the ephod by means of gold chains. It measured approximately a span in width and 
contained twelve precious stones arranged in four rows, each stone representing one of 
the twelve tribes of Israel.

2. Symbolism

• The ephod symbolized strength and support for the priest as he performed his sacred 
duties. It represented God’s guidance over His people through their leaders.

• The breastpiece held significant importance as it was used for divination purposes; it 
contained Urim and Thummim—objects believed to provide divine answers to questions
posed by the high priest.

3. Functionality

• When wearing these garments during rituals or sacrifices, it was believed that they 
would invoke God’s presence among His people.

• The high priest would wear these items while entering into the Holy Place within the 
Tabernacle, emphasizing his role as an intermediary between God and humanity.

II. Other Priestly Garments

In addition to the ephod and breastpiece, several other garments were integral to a priest’s attire:

1. The Robe

• Underneath the ephod, priests wore a long robe made entirely of blue fabric. Its hem was
adorned with pomegranates made from blue, purple, and scarlet yarns interspersed with 
golden bells.

• This robe signified holiness and dignity while also serving practical purposes during 
ceremonial functions.

2. The Tunic

• A white linen tunic served as an undergarment for both regular priests and high priests 
alike. This tunic symbolized purity and righteousness.

• It was designed to be simple yet elegant, reflecting modesty in service before God.
3. The Headgear (Mitre)

• The high priest wore a special headpiece known as a mitre or turban made from fine 
linen.

• Attached to this headgear was a gold plate inscribed with “Holy to Yahweh,” which 
signified dedication to God’s service.



4. Breeches

• Priests also wore linen breeches or trousers beneath their tunics when performing 
sacrificial duties.

• These breeches ensured modesty while fulfilling their roles in sacred spaces.
5. Significance of Garments

• Each garment had specific meanings associated with holiness, purity, authority, and 
service.

• Together they formed an ensemble that visually communicated both reverence for God’s 
presence and commitment to serving His people faithfully.

In conclusion, the priestly garments—including the ephod, breastpiece, robe, tunic, headgear, and 
breeches—were essential elements in ancient Israelite worship practices. They not only fulfilled 
practical needs but also embodied theological truths about God’s relationship with His people through 
their appointed leaders.

Outline for Chapter 20:The Golden Calf

I. The People’s Idolatry
A. Context of the Incident 

  1. Timeframe after the Exodus from Egypt  

  2. Moses on Mount Sinai receiving the Law  

B. The Demand for a God 

  1. Fear and impatience among the Israelites  

  2. Request made to Aaron for a tangible god  

C. Creation of the Golden Calf 

  1. Aaron's role in fashioning the idol  

  2. Materials used (gold jewelry)  

  3. Declaration of the calf as a representation of God  

D. Worship Practices 

  1. Offerings and sacrifices made to the calf  

  2. Revelry and immoral behavior associated with worship  

II. Moses’ Intercession
A. God’s Anger and Judgment 

  1. God's response to Israel's idolatry (threat of destruction)  

  2. Divine revelation of Israel's sin to Moses  



B. Moses’ Reaction 

  1. Descent from Mount Sinai with the tablets of the Law   

  2. Witnessing the idolatry firsthand   

C. Plea for Mercy 

  1. Moses' appeal to God’s covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob   

  2. Arguments presented by Moses against divine wrath   

D. Outcome of Intercession 

  1. God's relenting from total destruction   

  2. Consequences faced by the people (Levites’ action, plague)  

Chapter 20: The Golden Calf

I. The People’s Idolatry

In the narrative of the Golden Calf, found in the book of Exodus, we witness a profound moment of 
crisis for the Israelites during their journey through the wilderness. After being liberated from slavery 
in Egypt, the people find themselves at Mount Sinai, where Moses ascends to receive the Law from 
God. However, as days turn into weeks without any sign of Moses’ return, a sense of uncertainty and 
fear begins to permeate the camp.

A. The Demand for an Idol

1. The Israelites grow restless and anxious about their leader’s prolonged absence.
2. They approach Aaron, Moses’ brother and appointed leader in his absence, demanding that he 

create a tangible representation of God to lead them.
3. Influenced by their experiences in Egypt and their desire for a familiar form of worship, they 

request an idol.

B. The Creation of the Golden Calf

1. Aaron collects gold jewelry from the people and fashions it into a calf-shaped idol.
2. This act signifies a blatant rejection of God’s commandments and His covenant with Israel.
3. The people proclaim this golden calf as their god who brought them out of Egypt, 

demonstrating a profound misunderstanding of divine authority.

C. The Celebration

1. Following the creation of the idol, the Israelites engage in revelry and feasting around it.
2. Their actions reflect not only idolatry but also a return to pagan practices reminiscent of their 

time in Egypt.
3. This celebration is marked by immoral behavior and disobedience to God’s commands.



II. Moses’ Intercession

As Moses remains on Mount Sinai receiving instructions from God, he is alerted to the chaos unfolding
below by God Himself.

A. God’s Anger

1. God expresses His anger towards the Israelites for their idolatry and disobedience.
2. He informs Moses that He intends to destroy them and start anew with Moses as the leader of a 

new nation.

B. Moses’ Response

1. Instead of accepting this offer, Moses pleads with God on behalf of the people.
2. He reminds God of His promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—highlighting that destroying 

Israel would contradict His covenantal faithfulness.

C. The Power of Intercession

1. Through fervent prayer and intercession, Moses appeals to God’s mercy rather than His justice.
2. He argues that if God were to destroy Israel, it would give rise to questions about His power and

reputation among other nations.

D. God’s Mercy

1. Moved by Moses’ intercession, God relents from bringing disaster upon His people.
2. However, He instructs Moses to descend from Sinai because He has seen firsthand what they 

have done.

E. Confrontation with Sin

1. Upon descending from Mount Sinai with the tablets containing God’s laws, Moses witnesses 
firsthand the idolatry taking place among his people.

2. In righteous anger, he shatters the tablets at the foot of the mountain—a symbolic act 
representing Israel’s broken covenant with God.

F. Consequences for Idolatry

1. Moses confronts Aaron about his role in creating the idol and holds him accountable for leading
Israel astray.

2. He calls upon those who remain faithful to God to stand with him against idolatry; this leads to 
severe consequences for those who participated in worshiping the calf.

G. Renewal of Covenant

1. Following this incident, Moses returns to plead once more for forgiveness on behalf of Israel.
2. Ultimately, he ascends back up Mount Sinai where he receives new tablets—signifying hope for

restoration between God and His people despite their transgressions.



This chapter serves as a powerful reminder about human frailty in times of uncertainty and highlights 
themes such as idolatry, leadership accountability, divine mercy through intercession, and covenant 
renewal.

Conclusion for the Book of Exodus

The Book of Exodus serves as a pivotal narrative in the Hebrew Bible, detailing the journey of the 
Israelites from slavery in Egypt to their covenantal relationship with God at Mount Sinai. It 
encapsulates themes of liberation, divine intervention, and the establishment of a community bound by 
law and worship. The narrative begins with the oppression of the Israelites and culminates in their 
formation as a nation under God’s guidance.

Throughout Exodus, we witness God’s faithfulness to His promises, exemplified through miraculous 
events such as the plagues, the parting of the Red Sea, and the provision of manna in the wilderness. 
These acts not only demonstrate God’s power but also His desire for a personal relationship with His 
people. The giving of the Ten Commandments at Sinai marks a significant moment in which God 
establishes moral and ethical guidelines that are foundational to Jewish identity and practice.

Moreover, Exodus emphasizes communal responsibility and worship through detailed instructions for 
building the Tabernacle—a physical manifestation of God’s presence among His people. This structure 
symbolizes not only God’s dwelling place but also serves as a reminder of His covenant and ongoing 
relationship with Israel.

In conclusion, Exodus is not merely a historical account; it is a theological exploration that lays the 
groundwork for understanding Israel’s identity as God’s chosen people. It invites readers to reflect on 
themes of redemption, obedience, and faithfulness while highlighting God’s unwavering commitment 
to guide and sustain His people throughout their journey. The lessons learned from Exodus continue to 
resonate today, offering insights into faith, community, and divine purpose.

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of inspiration and 
guidance on your spiritual journey. His books are created with a deep sense of faith and a desire to 
uplift and inspire all who read. 
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