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Introduction to the Book of Jeremiah

The Book of Jeremiah is one of the major prophetic books of the Old Testament, offering a profound 
glimpse into the life and ministry of Jeremiah, a prophet called by God during a time of national crisis. 
Jeremiah’s prophecies span the final decades of the kingdom of Judah, leading up to the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the subsequent exile of the Jewish people to Babylon. This book serves as both a 
historical narrative and a deeply personal account of a man called to deliver God's word amidst 
rejection and suffering.

Historical Context

Jeremiah’s ministry began around 626 B.C., during the reign of King Josiah, and continued through the 
reigns of several subsequent kings, including Jehoiakim and Zedekiah. It was a tumultuous period 
marked by political instability, international conflict, and spiritual decline. The Assyrian Empire was in 
decline, Babylon was emerging as a dominant power, and Judah was caught in the crossfire of 
competing empires.

Jeremiah's prophetic messages were delivered during a time when Judah's leaders and people 
repeatedly ignored God's covenant, embracing idolatry and social injustice. Despite the reforms of 
King Josiah, the nation quickly reverted to its sinful ways, ultimately bringing about God's judgment.

Themes

The Book of Jeremiah explores several key themes, including:



1. Covenant Faithfulness: Jeremiah reminds the people of Judah of their covenant with God and 
the consequences of their disobedience.

2. Judgment and Exile: The book foretells the destruction of Jerusalem and the exile to Babylon 
as a result of Judah’s persistent sin.

3. God’s Sovereignty: Jeremiah emphasizes that God is in control of history, using nations like 
Babylon as instruments of His will.

4. Hope and Restoration: Despite the grim messages of judgment, the book offers hope for the 
future, including the promise of a new covenant written on the hearts of God’s people (Jeremiah 
31:31-34).

5. Personal Struggle: Jeremiah’s life reflects the challenges of prophetic ministry, including 
loneliness, persecution, and moments of despair.

Structure

The Book of Jeremiah is not arranged chronologically but is composed of various genres, including 
poetic oracles, prose narratives, and laments. It can be divided into several sections:

1. The Call and Early Ministry of Jeremiah (Chapters 1–10)
2. Prophecies Against Judah and Jerusalem (Chapters 11–29)
3. Messages of Hope and Restoration (Chapters 30–33)
4. Historical Narratives and Prophecies During the Fall of Jerusalem (Chapters 34–45)
5. Oracles Against the Nations (Chapters 46–51)
6. Historical Appendix: The Fall of Jerusalem (Chapter 52)

The Prophet Jeremiah

Known as the "weeping prophet," Jeremiah was deeply empathetic and often expressed sorrow over the 
fate of his people. He faced ridicule, imprisonment, and threats on his life but remained steadfast in his 
mission. His personal struggles and honest prayers to God make him one of the most relatable figures 
in Scripture.

Relevance for Today

The Book of Jeremiah speaks to modern readers with its timeless lessons on faithfulness, repentance, 
and the enduring hope found in God’s promises. It reminds us of the consequences of turning away 
from God but also of His unrelenting desire to restore and redeem His people. Through Jeremiah's life 
and words, we are called to trust in God’s sovereignty, even in times of uncertainty and hardship.

CHAPTER 1:

Jeremiah 1:1

"The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of 
Benjamin."



Jeremiah opens with a straightforward introduction, establishing his lineage and origins. He identifies 
himself as the son of Hilkiah, belonging to a priestly family from Anathoth, a town in the territory of 
Benjamin. This familial and geographical context is significant as it roots Jeremiah within a specific 
community and religious legacy, indicating that he is well-acquainted with the traditions and practices 
of worship in Israel. The priestly background may foreshadow his role as a prophet, suggesting a deep 
connection to God's covenant with Israel, which influences his prophetic ministry. The mention of 
Anathoth also highlights a place of relative safety for him during turbulent times, serving as a backdrop 
for the unfolding narrative of his prophetic call.

Jeremiah 1:2

"To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the 
thirteenth year of his reign."

This verse places Jeremiah's prophetic ministry within a specific historical framework, identifying the 
timeline as during the reign of King Josiah, who is noted for his religious reforms. The thirteenth year 
of Josiah's reign (circa 627 BC) marks a pivotal period in Judah's history, as the nation was attempting 
to return to the worship of Yahweh amid widespread idolatry. Jeremiah’s call comes at a time when 
there was hope for revival, which contrasts sharply with the eventual decline that would follow. This 
context sets the stage for the urgency of Jeremiah’s messages, emphasizing the need for repentance and 
the inevitable judgment that would come if the people failed to turn back to God.

Jeremiah 1:3

"It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year 
of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth 
month."

This verse extends the historical context of Jeremiah’s ministry, highlighting the duration and the 
shifting political landscape over several kings—specifically Jehoiakim and Zedekiah. This era is 
marked by increasing tumult and instability concerning foreign oppression and internal strife, 
culminating in the Babylonian exile. Jeremiah’s prophetic words are set against the backdrops of both 
hope and despair, as he is called to deliver messages during a time of escalating crisis. The significant 
time frame emphasizes the seriousness of his mission; it was a long period marked by persistent 
warnings of impending judgment, which would ultimately result in the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
exile of its people. The timeline indicates that Jeremiah's voice was a continuous call for the people to 
listen and amend their ways even as the impending disaster drew near.

Jeremiah 1:4

"Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,"

This verse marks a pivotal moment as it signifies the actual call of Jeremiah, which underscores the 
divine initiative in his prophetic ministry. The phrase "the word of the LORD came unto me" 
emphasizes the personal nature of Jeremiah’s calling, indicating that his prophecies are not merely 
human utterances but divine revelations. God’s active communication establishes the authenticity and 



authority of Jeremiah’s words. This divine encounter prepares the reader to understand the profound 
responsibilities that will be placed upon Jeremiah as a prophet, and it reflects the intimate relationship 
between God and His chosen messenger.

Jeremiah 1:5

"Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I 
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations."

In this remarkable verse, God reveals His sovereignty over Jeremiah’s life, emphasizing that Jeremiah 
was known and set apart even before his birth. The poignant phrase "before I formed thee" conveys 
God's intimate involvement in the creation and purpose of Jeremiah, suggesting that prophetic calling is 
not a mere chance occurrence but part of divine foreknowledge and intention. The terms "sanctified" 
and "ordained" denote that Jeremiah is consecrated for a specific purpose: to be a prophet not just to 
Israel but to the nations. This expansion of his mission underlines the universality of God's concern and 
the importance of Jeremiah's messages for both Israel and the surrounding nations. It fosters an 
understanding that Jeremiah’s role extends beyond local boundaries, highlighting God’s plan for 
redemption and warning for all humanity.

Jeremiah 1:6

"Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child."

Jeremiah's response to God's calling reveals his profound sense of inadequacy and fear. He identifies 
himself as "a child," which may reflect his youth or inexperience, suggesting that he feels unprepared 
to bear the weight of prophetic duties. This moment of vulnerability and humility is relatable, as many 
individuals faced with significant responsibilities often wrestle with self-doubt. Jeremiah’s protest 
illustrates a common theme throughout Scripture where God calls individuals who see themselves as 
lacking in ability or authority. His plea underscores the need for divine empowerment and assurance, 
which God will address in subsequent verses. This response sets the stage for God's reassuring promise 
to empower Jeremiah, demonstrating that God's strength is made perfect in human weakness.

Jeremiah 1:7

"But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and 
whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak."

God’s response to Jeremiah's objection is both affirming and commanding. Rather than dismissing 
Jeremiah's feelings of inadequacy, God directly addresses them, asserting that age or perceived 
weakness does not preclude him from fulfilling the prophetic role. The commission to "go to all that I 
shall send thee" emphasizes the active nature of Jeremiah's prophetic ministry, involving traveling to 
various locations as commanded by God. The assurance that "whatsoever I command thee thou shalt 
speak" reinforces Jeremiah's mission as one of divine authority, assuring him that he will not speak on 
his own but will relay God’s message. This powerful commissioning encourages Jeremiah to rise above 
his fears and embrace his role as God's messenger, underscoring the idea that obedience and 
faithfulness are more important than personal ability.



Jeremiah 1:8

"Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD."

In this verse, God offers a profound encouragement to Jeremiah, recognizing the potential fear and 
resistance that he may encounter in his prophetic role. The phrase "be not afraid of their faces" signifies 
that Jeremiah may face opposition or hostility from the people to whom he is sent. God's assurance of 
His presence, saying "I am with thee to deliver thee," is a powerful reminder of His protection and 
support amid adversity. This dual function of prophetic ministry—speaking God’s truth and enduring 
opposition—requires supernatural courage, which God graciously provides. This promise of divine 
presence is central throughout Scripture, reminding prophets and believers alike that they are not alone 
in their endeavors; God walks with them, fortifying their resolve and ensuring their ultimate 
deliverance.

Jeremiah 1:9

"Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I 
have put my words in thy mouth."

This verse represents a pivotal act of divine commissioning. The metaphorical imagery of God 
touching Jeremiah's mouth symbolizes the impartation of divine authority and the commissioning of 
Jeremiah as a spokesperson for God. The act signifies that the words Jeremiah will speak are not his 
own but come directly from God, emphasizing the gravity and power of divine revelation. This touch is 
transformative, empowering Jeremiah to overcome his self-doubt and fulfill his role as a prophet. God’s 
declaration, "I have put my words in thy mouth," solidifies the understanding that the success of 
Jeremiah's ministry will depend not on his eloquence but on the truth carried within the words 
bestowed upon him, highlighting the profound trust God has in His chosen prophet.

Jeremiah 1:10

"See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and 
to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant."

In this verse, God outlines the comprehensive scope of Jeremiah's prophetic ministry, emphasizing the 
authority and responsibility he is being entrusted with. The phrases "to root out," "pull down," 
"destroy," and "throw down" suggest a ministry of judgment and accountability, wherein Jeremiah will 
call out sin and corruption within the nations. Conversely, the phrases "to build" and "to plant" indicate 
a redemptive element to his message, suggesting that following judgment, there is hope for restoration. 
This dual role reflects the complex nature of God’s dealings with His people—where the call for 
repentance and the threat of judgment coexist with the promise of grace and restoration. The breadth of 
his prophetic task portrays the seriousness of Jeremiah's mission and the significant impact his words 
will have on both Israel and the surrounding nations.

Jeremiah 1:11

"Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a 
rod of an almond tree."



This verse depicts God engaging Jeremiah in a symbolic vision that serves as both an interactive call 
and a lesson about vigilance. God’s question "what seest thou?" invites Jeremiah to articulate his 
observations, fostering a sense of active participation in his prophetic calling. The "rod of an almond 
tree" is laden with symbolism, as the almond tree is known for its early bloom, representing alertness 
and readiness to fulfill God’s word. This visual metaphor emphasizes that God is watching over His 
word to perform it, and it foreshadows the imminent fulfillment of God’s prophecies of judgment and 
renewal. Jeremiah’s awareness of what he sees serves as a reminder that prophetic insight is critical in 
discerning God’s actions and intentions in the world.

Jeremiah 1:12

"Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it."

God’s affirmation of Jeremiah’s vision signifies the importance of spiritual perception within the 
prophetic ministry. The phrase "Thou hast well seen" encourages Jeremiah, reinforcing that his insights 
align with God’s intentions. By saying "I will hasten my word to perform it," God emphasizes His 
commitment to bring about the fulfillment of the prophecies, indicating that His divine promises and 
judgments will not be delayed. This assurance fosters confidence in Jeremiah’s mission, emphasizing 
that God’s faithfulness to His word and His active governance over history will ensure that the 
prophecies spoken through Jeremiah will come to fruition. The certainty of God’s promises calls for 
readiness and responsiveness from both the prophet and the people.

Jeremiah 1:13

"And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see 
a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north."

In this verse, the Lord continues to engage Jeremiah through vivid imagery, introducing the vision of a 
"seething pot." This image conveys a sense of unrest and impending turmoil, suggesting that trouble is 
brewing, especially for the people of Jerusalem and Judah. The orientation of the pot "toward the 
north" is particularly significant, as it implies the incursion of the Babylonian invaders from the north, 
symbolizing divine judgment approaching the nation. This vision not only serves as a prophetic 
warning but also establishes the context within which Jeremiah will operate. The imagery invites 
consideration of the consequences of disobedience, highlighting the urgency with which Jeremiah must 
deliver his messages. The repetition of God speaking to Jeremiah showcases God’s persistent guidance 
and the seriousness with which he is to take his prophetic role.

Jeremiah 1:14

"Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the 
land."

God’s declaration in this verse clarifies the meaning of the vision, directly linking the seething pot to 
the impending calamity that will come from the north. The term "evil" here denotes not moral 
wickedness but denotes disaster or judgment that will encompass all of Judah’s inhabitants. This 
prophecy highlights the comprehensive nature of the impending judgment, emphasizing that no one 



will be immune to the consequences of their actions. God’s pronouncement serves as a wake-up call to 
the people of Judah regarding their spiritual and moral decay. It underscores the urgency of repentance 
to avert coming disaster and introduces a theme of accountability that will resonate throughout 
Jeremiah’s ministry. The clarity of this message stresses the seriousness of the impending judgment and 
the need for the people to heed God’s warning.

Jeremiah 1:15

"For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the LORD; and they shall come, 
and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the 
walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah."

In this verse, God elaborates on the specifics of the calamity, declaring His intention to summon the 
kingdoms from the north, likely referencing Babylon and its allies. This call signifies God’s sovereign 
control over the nations, emphasizing that this invasion is part of His divine plan for judgment against 
Judah. The imagery of enemy thrones being set up at the gates of Jerusalem illustrates a siege, 
suggesting that the city will face direct assault from those who seek to conquer it. The detailed 
description emphasizes the impending peril facing Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, calling attention 
to the seriousness of their spiritual failures. God’s sovereignty over the situation reassures readers that 
even in judgment, He is still in control, orchestrating events according to His will. This foreshadowing 
forces both Jeremiah and the people of Judah to confront the reality of their situation and the need for 
earnest repentance.

Jeremiah 1:16

"And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and 
have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands."

In this verse, God elucidates the reasons for the coming judgment, pinpointing the sins of the people as 
the basis for His righteous anger. The phrase "utter my judgments against them" highlights the legal 
and moral dimensions of God’s decision to discipline His people. Their acts of forsaking God, 
engaging in idolatry, and worshiping their own creations characterize a profound breach of covenant 
loyalty. This multifaceted rejection of Yahweh depicts a society that has turned away from true 
worship, leading to spiritual bankruptcy. The focus on "wickedness" entails both communal and 
systemic failures within Judah, illustrating the depth of their disobedience. God's intentions serve as a 
stark reminder of the consequences of turning away from divine truth and underscore the urgency for 
Jeremiah’s prophetic messages to urge a return to faithfulness.

Jeremiah 1:17

"Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not 
dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them."

Here, God calls Jeremiah to action, urging him to prepare himself both mentally and spiritually for the 
challenges ahead. The expression "gird up thy loins" is a call to readiness and determination, 
suggesting that Jeremiah must fortify himself in the face of potential opposition and hostility. The 



exhortation to "speak unto them all that I command thee" emphasizes the importance of obedience and 
faithfulness in delivering God's message without alteration or fear of rejection. The warning not to be 
dismayed at their faces reflects the emotional and psychological challenges Jeremiah may face as he 
confronts a resistant audience. God’s command reinforces the essential truth that the task of a prophet 
is fraught with peril, yet divine empowerment and assurance are available to those who remain 
steadfast to their calling. This call to action encapsulates the essence of prophetic ministry—a 
commitment to proclaim truth in the face of adversity.

Jeremiah 1:18

"For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls against the 
whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land."

In this verse, God reinforces Jeremiah's strength and resilience by likening him to a "defenced city," 
"iron pillar," and "brasen walls." These metaphors signify the protection and steadfastness that God will 
provide, equipping Jeremiah to stand firm against various forces of opposition. The inclusive mention 
of "kings," "princes," "priests," and "the people of the land" highlights the breadth of Jeremiah's 
audience—indicating that both political leaders and everyday citizens will resist his message. Despite 
the overwhelming challenges he faces, this divine imagery assures Jeremiah that he is not merely a 
solitary figure but a bulwark against the moral and spiritual decay surrounding him. This promise of 
protection instills courage and underscores that God is with him as he fulfills his prophetic role, 
reinforcing the notion that God’s presence and power sustain His messengers in the face of adversity.

Jeremiah 1:19

"And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the 
LORD, to deliver thee."

In this final verse of the chapter, God lays bare the reality that Jeremiah will face significant opposition, 
as "they shall fight against thee." However, the assurance that "they shall not prevail against thee" 
underscores God's ultimate sovereignty over the situation and His promise of protection. The contrast 
between the impending conflict and God’s promise of deliverance serves to fortify Jeremiah’s resolve. 
This declaration assures Jeremiah that, despite the trials he will endure, victory and deliverance lie in 
God’s hands. The repetition of "I am with thee" reiterates the assurance of God's abiding presence, 
serving as a powerful reassurance for Jeremiah as he embarks on a challenging prophetic mission. This 
conclusion encapsulates the central theme of the chapter: while prophetic ministry is fraught with 
danger and resistance, God's faithfulness and support empower His chosen ones to carry out their 
divine calling.

This detailed examination of each verse encapsulates the profound themes of calling, assurance, and the 
complexities of prophetic ministry that Jeremiah faces, all rooted in the unwavering presence of God.

CHAPTER 2:



Jeremiah 2:1

"Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying,"
In this opening verse, the prophet Jeremiah underscores the divine origin of his message. The phrase 
"the word of the Lord" signifies a direct communication from God, indicating the urgency and 
importance of what follows. This introduction establishes the context of prophetic revelation and 
highlights Jeremiah's role as a messenger tasked with conveying God's insights and warnings to the 
people of Israel. The verse sets the stage for a profound discourse about Israel's relationship with God, 
inviting the reader to pay careful attention to the subsequent revelations.

Jeremiah 2:2

"Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the Lord; I remember thee, the kindness of thy 
youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land that was not 
sown."
Here, God commands Jeremiah to proclaim to Jerusalem his recollections of Israel's early devotion and 
fidelity. The reference to "the kindness of thy youth" reflects a time when Israel exhibited genuine love 
and commitment to God, particularly during the Exodus—a period marked by reliance on divine 
guidance in the wilderness. The imagery of a "land that was not sown" evokes the idea of God's 
provision and care for His people in desolate circumstances. This call to remember serves as a poignant 
reminder of the covenant relationship between God and Israel, emphasizing both affection and 
commitment that characterized their formative years.

Jeremiah 2:3

"Israel was holiness unto the Lord, and the firstfruits of his increase: all that devour him shall offend; 
evil shall come upon them, saith the Lord."
In this verse, God reaffirms Israel's sanctity and status as "holiness unto the Lord." Being described as 
"the firstfruits of his increase" signifies that Israel held a unique and cherished position in God’s divine 
plan. This metaphor suggests that, like the first harvest, Israel was to be set apart for God's glory and 
dedicated to Him. The phrase "all that devour him shall offend" warns that those who wrong Israel will 
ultimately face God's judgment. Here, the verse stresses the sanctity of Israel's identity, implying that 
both their well-being and their relationship with God are interlinked with their faithfulness.

Jeremiah 2:4

"Hear ye the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel:"
Jeremiah calls on the entire community of Israel—both the house of Jacob and all families—to listen 
attentively to God's declaration. This collective address emphasizes the seriousness of the message to 
follow, transcending individual families to encompass the nation as a whole. The phrase "the house of 
Jacob" serves to anchor this plea in the historical lineage of the patriarchs, reminding the audience of 
their covenantal heritage. This invocation highlights the communal aspect of faith and the shared 
responsibility of the people to respond to God's message.



Jeremiah 2:5

"Thus saith the Lord, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they are gone far from me, and 
have walked after vanity, and are become vain?"
In this verse, God challenges Israel to examine the reasons behind their estrangement. By asking what 
iniquity their fathers found in Him, God highlights the unfounded nature of their distance, suggesting 
that He has remained steadfast and faithful. The phrase "walked after vanity" critiques their pursuit of 
empty idols and false promises, leading them into an abyss of futility. This rhetorical question elicits a 
sense of shame and accountability, as it encourages the Israelites to recognize their spiritual failure and 
the futility of their prior pursuits, contrasting starkly with God's steadfastness.

Jeremiah 2:6

"Neither said they, Where is the Lord that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through 
the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought, and of the shadow of 
death, through a land that no man passed through, and where no man dwelt?"
God recalls the Exodus, regarding how His people failed to acknowledge His mighty acts and 
providence. The rhetorical question serves to highlight Israel's forgetfulness and disinterest in 
recognizing their deliverer. The vivid imagery of the treacherous wilderness—filled with challenges 
such as deserts, pits, drought, and death—underscores God's guidance through perilous conditions. 
Their neglect to remember and inquire about God’s presence reflects a deep spiritual amnesia and 
signifies a lack of gratitude that has developed over generations, revealing the heart of the nation's 
spiritual malaise.

Jeremiah 2:7

"And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof; but when 
ye entered, ye defiled my land, and made mine heritage an abomination."
Here, God recounts His generosity in leading Israel into a land of abundance, rich with resources and 
blessings. However, the stark contrast emerges as He denounces their actions: upon arrival, they 
corrupted His land and produced an abomination in what was to be a sanctuary. This juxtaposition 
between God’s gracious provision and Israel's corrupt practices paints a grim picture of 
disappointment. God’s lamentation serves as a powerful indictment against the Israelites for failing to 
honor Him in their newfound prosperity, highlighting the consequences of turning away from divine 
stewardship.

Jeremiah 2:8

"The priests said not, Where is the Lord? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also 
transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not 
profit."
This verse brings a sobering revelation regarding the spiritual leaders of Israel—the priests, law-givers, 
and prophets. Their failure to seek God illustrates a complete breakdown of spiritual order and 
responsibility. Specifically, the priests neglect God's presence while those who interpret the law are 
ignorant of Him, signifying a profound spiritual crisis among the religious elite. As prophets turn to 



Baal, it becomes evident that the leadership has surrendered to false practices, prioritizing profit and 
popularity over fidelity to divine truth, leading the people astray in their spiritual journey.

Jeremiah 2:9

"Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the Lord, and with your children's children will I plead."
Here, God expresses His unwavering commitment to restore the relationship with Israel, stating that He 
will "plead" with them and even with successive generations. This declaration showcases God's 
relentless pursuit of His people despite their rebellion and unfaithfulness. The mention of "your 
children's children" emphasizes the long-lasting nature of God’s appeal, implying that the consequences 
of disobedience will reach beyond the present generation. It reflects God's desire for a restoration of 
faith and a call to repentance, highlighting His mercy and the persistence of His divine mission to bring 
Israel back into alignment with His purposes.

Jeremiah 2:10

"For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see; and send unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if 
there be such a thing."
In this verse, God invites Israel to examine other nations, stimulating their curiosity about the 
faithfulness or infidelity they observe. The mention of "the isles of Chittim" and "Kedar" symbolizes 
distant lands and cultures, indicating a comprehensive survey of the world. The directive to "consider 
diligently" challenges Israel to reflect on its unique relationship with God compared to the surrounding 
nations, which often worshiped created things rather than the Creator. This invitation serves to expose 
the foolishness of Israel's departure from God, demonstrating that even other peoples might be more 
faithful in their loyalty than they, serving as a profound reminder of God's rightful expectation for 
fidelity.

Jeremiah 2:11

"Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my people have changed their glory for 
that which doth not profit."
This verse presents a poignant contrast between the nations and Israel: while other nations might 
change their deities for ones that are not truly gods, Israel has abandoned their glorious and true God 
for worthless idols. The rhetorical question emphasizes the absurdity of Israel's actions; it is 
commonplace for nations to cling to their gods, regardless of their true nature, yet Israel has forsaken 
the one who brought them glory. This profound betrayal signifies not just an exchange of belief but a 
renunciation of the identity and dignity bestowed upon them by God, illustrating the depths of their 
folly in pursuing that which yields no real benefit.

Jeremiah 2:12

"Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid; be very desolate, saith the Lord."
In a dramatic appeal, God calls upon the heavens to be astonished and horrified at Israel's actions. This 
personification of the heavens reflects the cosmic implications of their betrayal and highlights the 
seriousness of the situation. The exclamatory tone conveys genuine grief and indignation over Israel's 



unfaithfulness. It illustrates that both creation and the divine perspective mourn the disloyalty of God's 
people. By addressing the heavens, God emphasizes that this betrayal has profound effects that resonate 
across all creation, compelling even the heavens to react in disbelief.

Jeremiah 2:13

"For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water."
God articulates the dual nature of Israel's sin: they have both forsaken Him, the source of "living 
waters," and have chosen instead to create their own "cisterns," but these are broken and incapable of 
holding water. The metaphor of living water signifies spiritual sustenance and life found only in God, 
contrasting sharply with the futile efforts of the people to secure their own supply through idols. This 
profound imagery evokes a sense of tragedy in their choices; not only have they rejected the true source 
of life, but they have also settled for inadequate substitutes that fail to satisfy. The "broken cisterns" 
underline the futility and disappointment that will accompany their choices, illuminating the idea that 
true fulfillment can only be found in a relationship with God. 

Jeremiah 2:14

"Is Israel a servant? is he a homeborn slave? why is he spoiled?"
In this verse, God rhetorically questions the status of Israel, implying that they are not meant to be 
slaves or servants, yet their actions have led to their degradation. The questioning reinforces the idea 
that Israel belongs to God, who has rightfully liberated them from bondage in Egypt. The phrase "why 
is he spoiled" points to the tragic outcome of their infidelity, suggesting that they have become 
vulnerable to oppression and exploitation. This indignation from God portrays a sense of betrayal as He 
notes that His chosen people have exchanged their glorious status for one of servitude, emphasizing His 
desire for their freedom and dignity.

Jeremiah 2:15

"The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his land waste; his cities are burned 
without inhabitant."
This verse uses the metaphor of "young lions" to depict the ravaging forces that have attacked Israel, 
suggesting that foreign nations have overrun them, resulting in devastation and desolation. The imagery 
evokes a sense of violence and loss, painting a grim picture of ruined cities and forsaken lands. God is 
making it clear that Israel's spiritual dereliction has real-world consequences, inviting the reader to 
acknowledge the dangers of turning away from divine protection. The burning of cities indicates not 
just physical destruction but also cultural and spiritual loss, reinforcing the dire repercussions of their 
unfaithfulness.

Jeremiah 2:16

"Also the children of Noph and Tahpanhes have broken the crown of thy head."
In this verse, God refers to the internal and external factors that have contributed to Israel’s downfall. 
"The children of Noph and Tahpanhes" likely represent the Egyptians and their influence, emphasizing 



that even those once friendly to Israel have turned against them. The phrase "broken the crown of thy 
head" symbolizes a loss of authority and dignity, as the crown signifies kingship and honor. This 
imagery communicates that not only has Israel faced external threats, but they have also experienced a 
deep injury to their national identity and leadership. The broken crown encapsulates the tragedy of 
fallen status due to their disobedience, reinforcing the seriousness of their plight.

Jeremiah 2:17

"Hast thou not procured this unto thyself? in that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, when he led 
thee by the way?"
God poses a question aimed at awakening Israel to the reality of their situation, emphasizing personal 
accountability. The rhetorical inquiry suggests that their suffering and ruin are not arbitrary; rather, they 
are direct consequences of their choice to forsake God's guidance. The phrase "when he led thee by the 
way" reflects back on the leader (God) who has been ever-present in their journey, contrasting sharply 
with their rebellion. This moment of self-reflection is critical as it calls upon Israel to recognize that 
their current afflictions are self-inflicted, thereby urging a return to the divine path that promises 
protection and blessing.

Jeremiah 2:18

"And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? or what hast thou to 
do in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river?"
In this verse, God challenges Israel regarding their alliances and their reliance on foreign nations such 
as Egypt and Assyria for sustenance and help. The references to the "waters of Sihor" (a river 
associated with Egypt) and "the waters of the river" (likely referring to the Euphrates or Tigris) 
symbolize the temptation to seek wisdom and resources from nations outside of God's provision. This 
probing question highlights Israel's disloyalty as they turn to worldly entities instead of relying on their 
covenant with God, emphasizing the profound disconnect in their spiritual commitment. God’s inquiry 
serves as a stark reminder that such reliance only leads to deeper estrangement from Him.

Jeremiah 2:19

"Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know therefore and 
see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in  
thee, saith the Lord God of hosts."
This verse delivers a sobering truth about the self-destructive nature of sin. It declares that Israel’s own 
wickedness will serve as a corrective force, indicating that their tribulations are not just punishments 
but also opportunities for introspection and change. The use of "backslidings" emphasizes their 
continual return to sin, revealing the gravity of their situation. God’s admonition encapsulates the 
essence of their error— that abandoning their faith has dire consequences. The terms "evil thing and 
bitter" convey the seriousness of their actions, reinforcing the moral decay present in the nation, 
compounded by the absence of reverence for God, suggesting that true repentance must be rooted in the 
acknowledgment of His might.



Jeremiah 2:20

"For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and thou saidst, I will not transgress; 
when upon every high hill and under every green tree thou wanderest, playing the harlot."
Reflecting on Israel’s history, God reminds them of the liberation He provided, having "broken thy 
yoke" and "burst thy bands"—both metaphors for freeing them from bondage. Their initial declaration 
to refrain from transgressing showcases a commitment to fidelity, yet it starkly contrasts with their 
current actions as they "wander" and engage in idolatry. The phrase "playing the harlot" emphasizes 
their unfaithfulness to God, likening their worship of false gods to infidelity in a marital relationship, 
which profoundly grieves God. This verse ignites a contrast between their early vows and present 
actions, creating a sense of deep betrayal that speaks to their spiritual infidelity.

Jeremiah 2:21

"Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate 
plant of a strange vine unto me?"
God utilizes the metaphor of a "noble vine" to illustrate the purity and potential of Israel at the time of 
their covenant. This image communicates that He chose them with purpose and hope for fruitfulness, 
representing their essential calling and destiny. The contrast, "turned into the degenerate plant of a 
strange vine," indicates a significant spiritual decline, suggesting that through their disobedience, they 
have corrupted their identity. This transformation from right seed to a degenerate vine illustrates the 
catastrophic effects of abandoning divine guidance, as Israel’s purpose and promise have been eroded, 
reflecting a profound loss of direction and identity in their rebellion.

Jeremiah 2:22

"For though thou wash thee with niter, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me,  
saith the Lord God."
In this verse, God emphasizes the futility of trying to cleanse themselves of guilt through superficial 
means. "Washing with niter" and "much soap" serve as metaphors for humanity's efforts to remedy 
their sins with mere rituals or surface actions. However, God declares that none of these actions can 
erase their iniquity, as it is "marked" before Him, indicating that their sin serves as an indelible mark on 
their relationship. This profound truth illustrates the inner nature of sin, focusing on the necessity of 
genuine repentance over ritualistic cleansing, underscoring that true renewal must come from a change 
of heart rather than mere external appearances.

Jeremiah 2:23

"How canst thou say, I am not polluted, I have not gone after Baalim? See thy way in the valley, know 
what thou hast done: thou art a swift dromedary traversing her ways."
God questions Israel's self-deception and denial of their spiritual unfaithfulness. The phrase "I am not 
polluted, I have not gone after Baalim" reflects the Israelites' denial regarding their engagement with 
false gods. God calls upon them to "see thy way in the valley," prompting self-examination and 
reflection on their actions and choices. The metaphor of "a swift dromedary" portrays their relentless 
pursuit of sin, emphasizing their careless and hasty wandering away from God. This verse illustrates 



the blindness that often accompanies unfaithfulness, as it draws them to confront the reality of their 
condition, encouraging an honest response to God.

Jeremiah 2:24

"A wild ass used to the wilderness, that snuffeth up the wind at her pleasure; in her occasion who can 
turn her away? all they that seek her will not weary themselves in finding her."
The imagery of the "wild ass" emphasizes the untamed and reckless behavior of Israel, characterizing 
them as restless and unrestrained in their pursuit of idolatry. This animal is not bound by societal 
standards, much like Israel's disobedience to God. The question "in her occasion who can turn her 
away?" implies that once embarked on their sinful paths, they are exceedingly difficult to redirect back 
to righteousness. This identification not only illustrates their chaotic and uncontrolled ways but also 
serves as an indictment against the people's infidelity. The phrase underscores the sense of futility in 
chasing after the wildness of sin, highlighting that those who seek the wild ass will find an endless 
pursuit with no true satisfaction.

Jeremiah 2:25

"Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from thirst: but thou saidst, There is no hope: no; 
for I have loved strangers, and after them will I go."
In this verse, God provides a stark picture of desperation, using the imagery of someone who is so 
engrossed in sin that they neglect their basic needs and comforts. The advice to "withhold thy foot from 
being unshod" and to "throat from thirst" serves as a metaphor for refraining from actions that would 
lead to spiritual destitution. However, Israel responds with a disheartening confession: "There is no 
hope," revealing a sense of resignation and hopelessness, indicating that they have willingly chosen to 
pursue "strangers" or foreign gods. The determination to pursue these "strangers" reflects a blatant 
rejection of the living God, highlighting their deliberate choice to abandon divine love for fleeting 
pleasures.

Jeremiah 2:26

"As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their 
princes, and their priests, and their prophets."
In this verse, God draws a parallel between the shame of a thief caught in wrongdoing and the 
collective shame experienced by Israel. The mention of "their kings, their princes, and their priests, and 
their prophets" captures a spectrum of leadership from secular to religious being implicated in this 
shame, indicating that all levels of society bear responsibility for Israel's sins. The shame signifies 
recognition of guilt and failure, a poignant reminder of their estrangement from God. This deep sense 
of collective disgrace showcases the urgency of the situation, calling for reflection and humility as God 
seeks to awaken a sense of accountability within His people.

Jeremiah 2:27

"Saying to a stock, Thou art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast brought me forth: for they have 
turned their back unto me, and not their face: but in the time of their trouble they will say, Arise, and 



save us."
God highlights the absurdity of Israel's idolatry, wherein they attribute their parentage to inanimate 
objects like stocks and stones. This personification of idols emphasizes the foolishness of worshipping 
created things instead of the Creator. Despite their rebellion—turning their back on God—when trouble 
arises, they will call out for His help, illustrating a deep irony and hypocrisy. This duality reveals the 
human tendency to turn to God only in times of crisis, despite ongoing unfaithfulness. The verse serves 
to highlight the futility of their worship of idols, contrasting their abandonment of God with their 
ultimate dependence on Him in times of need.

Jeremiah 2:28

"But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee? let them arise, if they can save thee in the time of 
thy trouble: for according to the number of thy cities are thy gods, O Judah."
God challenges Israel to account for the very idols they have created in place of His glory, asking 
where these gods are when true help is needed. The sarcastic tone reveals God's disdain for their 
reliance on powerless idols—their inability to save during crises becomes glaringly apparent. The 
phrase "according to the number of thy cities are thy gods" underscores the degree of disconnection and 
fragmentation in their worship, where each city has adopted its own deities, leading to spiritual 
confusion. This rhetorical challenge is a pointed critique of Israel’s misplaced faith and serves as a call 
to recognize the futility of their choices.

Jeremiah 2:29

"Wherefore will ye plead with me? ye all have transgressed against me, saith the Lord."
God confronts Israel about their continued argument to justify their sins, indicating that they cannot 
plead innocence or demand God's attention when they are all guilty of transgressing against Him. This 
provocation reveals a need for self-examination and acknowledgment of mutual wrongdoing rather 
than seeking to shift blame onto God. The tone is direct and uncompromising, indicative of God's 
desire for sincerity and contrition from His people. This verse serves as a turning point, calling Israel to 
face their transgressions honestly and consider the consequences of their actions rather than engaging 
in fruitless arguments about their state of affairs.

Jeremiah 2:30

"In vain have I smitten your children; they received no correction: your own sword hath devoured your  
prophets, like a destroying lion."
In this verse, God expresses deep sadness over Israel's inability to learn from past discipline. Past 
chastisements—symbolically referred to as being "smitten"—have yielded no change or 
acknowledgment of error, indicating a concerning obstinacy among the people. The imagery of swords 
devouring the prophets denotes violent rejection and persecution of those who sought to guide Israel 
back to the truth. This highlighted animosity towards prophetic voices paints a grave picture of spiritual 
degeneration within the community; they have turned against the very messengers who were sent to 
call them back to faithfulness, revealing a society in moral and spiritual decay.



Jeremiah 2:31

"O generation, see ye the word of the Lord. Have I been a wilderness unto Israel? a land of darkness? 
wherefore say my people, We are lords; we will come no more unto thee?"
God addresses the current generation with a lament and a challenge, urging them to consider the reality 
of their relationship with Him. When He asks if He has been "a wilderness" or "a land of darkness," He 
is prompting them to reflect on their experiences under Him—not as forsaken but as provided for. The 
response, "We are lords; we will come no more unto thee," emphasizes an attitude of self-sufficiency 
and pride which denies God's lordship. This depicts a hard-heartedness that resists divine authority, 
suggesting that the people are convinced they need no longer rely on God, despite His unwavering 
presence and guidance.

Jeremiah 2:32

"Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? yet my people have forgotten me days without  
number."
God uses the deep-seated symbol of a maid or bride, who would never forget her significant garments 
and adornments, to illustrate the gravity of forgetting Him. This rhetorical question emphasizes that 
forgetting God, who plays an integral role in their identity and covenant, is a profound loss suggesting 
betrayal and abandonment. The phrase "days without number" indicates a long-standing pattern of 
neglect, illustrating how deeply entrenched this spiritual amnesia has become. This highlights the 
tragedy of Israel's spiritual disconnection from God, and the natural consequences that arise from 
failing to remember and honor their covenant relationship.

Jeremiah 2:33

"Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love? therefore hast thou also taught the wicked ones thy ways."
In this verse, God points out that Israel has been curatively adapting, or "trimming," their paths in order 
to seek love from foreign nations and idols. This pursuit of affection illustrates a willingness to 
compromise their values for the sake of acceptance and vain ambitions. By choosing to adopt the ways 
of the wicked in this search for fulfillment, they are inadvertently teaching and normalizing those 
destructive practices within their community. God’s statement exposes the folly in seeking love outside 
of the covenant community, depicting a stark warning that while they may seek popularity, their 
identity and standing with God must take precedence for true righteousness.

Jeremiah 2:34

"Also in thy skirts is found the blood of the souls of the poor innocents: I have not found it by secret 
search, but upon all these."
God acutely unveils the moral corruption within Israel, indicating that within their "skirts" lies the 
blood of innocents—a metaphor for the guilt and sin associated with their oppression and injustice. The 
phrase "I have not found it by secret search, but upon all these" emphasizes the blatant nature of their 
sins and the public acknowledgment of their wrongdoing. This image consolidates the gravity of their 
actions, elucidating the consequences of abandoning justice and performing wickedness against those 



who are most vulnerable. By highlighting these heinous acts, God communicates that He sees not just 
the external displays of faith but also the heart's alignment with moral integrity.

Jeremiah 2:35

"Yet thou sayest, Because I am innocent, surely his anger shall turn from me. Behold, I will plead with 
thee, because thou sayest, I have not sinned."
In a distressingly arrogant statement, Israel claims their innocence even in the face of evident 
transgressions. This denial accentuates their deep-rooted spiritual blindness and self-deception. By 
asserting, "I have not sinned," they create a false sense of security, presuming that God’s anger is 
unfounded. However, God confronts this deception with decisive clarity, stating that He will hold them 
accountable regardless of their protestations of innocence. This exchange showcases the importance of 
repentance and acknowledgment of sin as integral for restoration, illustrating the need for genuine 
humility before God in their ongoing quest for His mercy.

Jeremiah 2:36

"Why gaddest thou about so much to change thy way? thou also shalt be ashamed of Egypt, as thou 
wast ashamed of Assyria."
God questions Israel's erratic and incessant attempts to shift their allegiances and paths in search of 
favor or assistance. The phrase "gaddest thou about" suggests a futile and restless wandering through 
alliances that bring little satisfaction. This insistence on straying from divine guidance leads to 
inevitable shame, as seen in their previous alliances with Assyria and now with Egypt. God’s warning 
serves as a poignant reminder that reliance on worldly powers will ultimately lead to disappointment 
and further disgrace. This verse highlights the futility of seeking security in external sources rather than 
in a steadfast relationship with God.

Jeremiah 2:37

"Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, and thine hands upon thine head: for the Lord hath rejected thy 
confidences, and thou shalt not prosper in them."
God concludes His indictment of Israel with a stark prophecy: they will find themselves alone and 
rejected as they pursue their false confidences. The phrase "thou shalt go forth from him" indicates that 
these alliances will ultimately abandon and fail them, leaving them bereft. "Thine hands upon thine 
head" evokes the image of mourning and despair, a sign of regret and loss. God’s judgment is clear: 
their reliance on foreign powers and false gods will yield no prosperity or success, emphasizing that 
true flourishing arises only from a genuine connection to Him. It serves as a final call for repentance 
and return to the source of enduring strength and security.

This detailed commentary captures the profound themes and messages inherent in each verse of 
Jeremiah 2, reflecting God's continual call for repentance and fidelity to the covenant relationship with 
Israel.



CHAPTER 3:

Jeremiah 3:1

"They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man's, shall he return 
unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the harlot with many 
lovers; yet return again to me, saith the Lord."

In this verse, the prophet Jeremiah addresses the Israelites, using the metaphor of marital infidelity to 
describe their unfaithfulness to God. The question posed reflects a common understanding of the laws 
surrounding divorce in ancient Israel, indicating that a man could not remarry his wife if she had been 
with another man; doing so would be an act of defilement. This sets the stage for understanding the 
gravity of Israel's spiritual betrayal, as the nation is compared to an unfaithful wife who has engaged 
with numerous other lovers, symbolizing false gods and idols. Despite this profound infidelity, God, in 
His mercy, calls them to return to Him. This juxtaposition illustrates the deep love and desire for 
reconciliation that God holds for His people, even after their repeated transgressions. It portrays a God 
who longs to restore the broken relationship with Israel, emphasizing the theme of repentance and hope 
for redemption.

Jeremiah 3:2

"Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see where thou hast not been lien with: in the ways hast 
thou sat for them, as the Arabian in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the land with thy whoredoms 
and with thy wickedness."

In this verse, Jeremiah calls upon Israel to reflect on their actions and the locations of their 
transgressions. The "high places" refer to the sites of idol worship scattered throughout the land, which 
had become synonymous with spiritual corruption. The imagery of "sitting for them, as the Arabian in 
the wilderness" suggests a sense of waiting or longing, emphasizing the active pursuit of these false 
deities, which ultimately led to moral and spiritual decay. Jeremiah underscores the pollution of the 
land, not just in a physical sense but as a representation of the collective sin of the people. This 
pollution is a direct result of their unfaithfulness, highlighting the consequences of idol worship that 
have disrupted not just their relationship with God, but the very fabric of their society. The verse serves 
as a poignant reminder of the dangers of veering away from divine covenant and the importance of 
recognizing the gravity of one's choices and their impact on the community.

Jeremiah 3:3

"Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; and thou hadst a 
whore's forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed."

In this verse, God's displeasure over Israel's unfaithfulness is illustrated through the metaphor of 
withheld rain, representing divine blessings and the sustenance necessary for agricultural prosperity. 
The "latter rain" was crucial for the harvest, symbolizing the spiritual nourishment and support God 
provides to His people. The refusal to feel shame, indicated by having a "whore's forehead," signifies a 
hardened heart; the people have become so entrenched in their unfaithfulness that they are indifferent to 



their sin. This imagery powerfully conveys the idea of spiritual obstinacy—while Israel continues to 
pursue other gods, they are blind to the desertion of true blessings. Through this, God communicates 
the grave consequences of infidelity, as the absence of divine favor is both a cause and an effect of their 
estrangement from Him. It serves as a call to awareness, urging Israel to recognize their plight and the 
need for repentance, lest they remain in spiritual desolation.

Jeremiah 3:4

"Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth?"

In this verse, God invites Israel to call upon Him as their father, emphasizing the familial relationship 
that once existed between them. The plea is for recognition of God’s role as their guide, particularly 
during the formative years of their youth. This request suggests a longing for a return to innocence and 
a more profound acknowledgment of reliance on divine guidance rather than the false security found in 
idol worship. The appeal also reflects a desire for intimacy and trust, countering the betrayal 
represented in previous verses. By referring to God as "my father," there is a call to recognize His 
authority, love, and provision, which had been neglected. This verse serves as both a challenge and a 
promise: it challenges Israel to turn away from their waywardness and offers the hope of restoration 
and renewed relationship if they would but return in humility and recognition of God’s steadfast love.

Jeremiah 3:5

"Will he reserve his anger for ever? will he keep it to the end? Behold, thou hast spoken and done evil 
things as thou couldest."

Here, Jeremiah poses a rhetorical question, highlighting the nature of God’s anger and justice versus 
His mercy and willingness to forgive. The questions imply that although God has reason to be angry 
with Israel for their persistent sinfulness, that anger is not intended to last forever. The use of "reserve" 
indicates that while God may have withdrawn His presence due to Israel's actions, His ultimate aim is 
reconciliation, not punitive abandonment. The latter part of the verse acknowledges the gravity of 
Israel's actions—they have not only spoken against God's ways but have also acted upon those 
rebellious words. This stark acknowledgment reminds Israel that their behaviors, fueled by disregard 
for God’s covenant, have led them into a dark state of spiritual rebellion. Overall, this verse serves as a 
sobering reminder of the consequences of sin, while simultaneously hinting at the timeless nature of 
God’s willingness to accept those who genuinely seek to return to Him.

Jeremiah 3:6

"The Lord said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel 
hath done? she is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played 
the harlot."

Continuing the metaphor of infidelity, this verse reflects God's sorrowful observation of Israel's 
betrayal during King Josiah’s reign. The phrase "backsliding Israel" poignantly captures the nation's 
spiritual decline, indicating a turning away from the commitments made to God. Their actions, "gone 
up upon every high mountain and under every green tree," encapsulate their active participation in idol 



worship across the land, showing a determined and pervasive pursuit of false gods. The vivid imagery 
of "playing the harlot" emphasizes the gravity of their actions, indicating not just casual infidelity but a 
deep, deliberate engagement in practices that directly violate their covenant with God. This expression 
conveys God's heartbreak over a beloved people choosing paths that lead to destruction. The mention 
of Josiah, a king who sought reform, contrasts sharply with the image of the wandering nation, 
underlining the relentless pursuit of holiness amidst rampant unfaithfulness. It serves as an indictment 
of the people's choices and a call to recognize their waywardness.

Jeremiah 3:7

"And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And her 
treacherous sister Judah saw it."

In this verse, Jeremiah expresses God's persistent invitation for Israel to turn back to Him despite their 
many transgressions. The phrase "I said after she had done all these things" reflects a continuous appeal 
for repentance, emphasizing God's patient and enduring willingness to forgive. However, it is 
profoundly sad to note that Israel rejected this call. Their refusal to return underscores a deep-seated 
treachery, as their actions not only broke the covenant but demonstrated a conscious choice to remain 
estranged from God. The mention of Judah, referred to as the "treacherous sister," points to another 
layer of betrayal, as Judah witnessed the unfaithfulness of Israel yet failed to learn from her example. 
This dynamics serves as a warning to Judah—seeing the consequences of Israel's infidelity should have 
inspired them to remain faithful to God instead of following the same path of rebellion. This verse 
reinforces the themes of divine patience, human stubbornness, and the serious ramifications of ignoring 
God's call to repentance.

Jeremiah 3:8

"And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery, I had put her away, 
and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the 
harlot also."

In this powerful verse, the prophet recounts how God, seeing the persistent unfaithfulness of Israel, 
chose to sever the covenant relationship, likening it to giving a bill of divorce. This gesture represents 
not only God's anger but also signifies the depth of Israel's betrayal, much like a spouse turning away in 
a marriage. God's decision to put away backsliding Israel reveals the seriousness of sin and 
disobedience; it illustrates how abandoned relationships carry profound consequences. The reference to 
Judah, characterized as a "treacherous sister," heightens the drama, indicating that despite witnessing 
the fallout of Israel's indiscretion, Judah did not exhibit the wisdom to change course; instead, she 
followed suit and embraced the same unfaithfulness, engaging in idol worship. This repetition of 
rebellious action serves as a clear warning about the dangers of spiritual complacency and inertia. The 
verse highlights the consequences of disregarding divine calls for repentance, emphasizing how the sin 
of one leads others into folly and away from the path of righteousness.



Jeremiah 3:9

"And it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land, and committed 
adultery with stones and with stocks."

Jeremiah illustrates the severity of Israel's infidelity by describing her actions as "lightness" in their 
whoredom, suggesting a casual and irreverent attitude toward the serious nature of their sins. This 
trivialization of their spiritual commitments shows not just a breach of covenant but an outright 
disregard for the sanctity of the relationship they held with God. The act of committing "adultery with 
stones and with stocks" indicates idol worship, as stones and stocks symbolize the physical 
representations of false gods—idols that cannot offer life or providence. This stark imagery presents the 
absurdity of trading a relationship with the living God for lifeless objects. The defilement of the land 
reflects the spiritual pollution that results from such unfaithfulness, encompassing both moral decay 
and societal breakdown. This verse serves as a vivid reminder of the corrosive effects of turning from 
God, emphasizing the destructive power of idolatry on individuals and their communities.

Jeremiah 3:10

"And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but 
feignedly, saith the Lord."

In this verse, God assesses the response of Judah in light of the unfaithfulness exhibited by Israel. 
Despite witnessing the consequences of Israel's betrayal, Judah remains unrepentant, turning to God 
only in a superficial manner, described as "feignedly." This indicates a lack of genuine heartfelt 
repentance; instead, Judah's approach to God is insincere and hollow, marked by a facade rather than 
true contrition. The term "whole heart" emphasizes that God desires complete devotion, a sincere return 
that reflects a commitment to turn away from idolatry and pursue a genuine relationship with Him. This 
separatedness in worship—between feigned return and true repentance—highlights the broader theme 
of authenticity in faith; it underscores that mere words or outward displays of piety are insufficient 
without accompanying heartfelt change. This verse serves as a caution about the perils of half-
heartedness in faith, urging believers to examine their own hearts for true sincerity in their relationship 
with God.

Jeremiah 3:11

"And the Lord said unto me, The backsliding Israel hath justified herself more than treacherous Judah."

In this insight, God reveals a deep irony regarding the attitudes of both Israel and Judah. Israel, despite 
her wayward choices, has become blinded by her circumstances, convincing herself that her actions are 
justified—a form of self-deception that many fall into when straying away from God’s standards. 
Meanwhile, Judah is described as "treacherous," indicating that she has not only witnessed Israel's 
downfall but has also engaged in similar unfaithfulness, though perhaps with an awareness of the dire 
consequences involved. This comparison illustrates the complexities of spiritual rebellion, suggesting 
that self-righteousness can sometimes emerge even from blatant infidelity. It serves as a critique of how 
people can become comfortable in their justification of sinful behavior, believing themselves to be in a 
better standing than others. This verse serves as a sobering reminder of the need for humility and the 



importance of self-examination, as both nations grapple with their disobedience and the detachment 
from their covenant relationship with God.

Jeremiah 3:12

"Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the 
Lord; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the Lord, and I will not 
keep anger for ever."

In this verse, God directs Jeremiah to proclaim a message of hope and reconciliation to Israel, 
demonstrating His desire for their return. The specificity of "toward the north" alludes to the northern 
kingdom, historically associated with more egregious idolatry and rebellion. By inviting Israel to 
"return," God emphasizes not only the call to repentance but also the promise of mercy that 
accompanies such an act. His assurance that He will not allow His anger to fall upon them reflects 
God's readiness to forgive, speaking to His nature as merciful and compassionate even in the face of 
repeated infidelity. This message of grace indicates that despite the depth of their transgressions, there 
remains an opportunity for redemption, underscoring the enduring nature of God's love. This verse 
conveys a profound theological truth—the constant readiness of God to embrace those who repent and 
turn back to Him, exemplifying the all-encompassing depth of divine mercy that transcends human 
failure.

Jeremiah 3:13

"Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast sinned against the Lord thy God, and hast scattered 
thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the Lord."

In this verse, God emphasizes the first step towards reconciliation: the acknowledgment of sin. This 
call requires a deep self-reflection and honesty about one’s wrongdoings, which is crucial for any 
authentic repentance. God identifies the nature of their sins: they have not only sinned against Him but 
have actively pursued relationships with outsiders—"the strangers"—through idol worship, 
symbolizing a betrayal of their covenant commitment. The phrase "under every green tree" poignantly 
points to the many locations where they engaged in these forbidden practices, indicating a widespread 
culture of disobedience. By calling on them to recognize their transgressions, God provides a clear 
pathway for healing; understanding and admitting wrongdoing is an essential precursor to receiving 
forgiveness. This verse encapsulates the theme of divine justice intertwined with mercy, where 
admitting one's failures leads to the awaited restoration, illustrating that God’s desire is not judgment, 
but rather a genuine relationship with His people.

Jeremiah 3:14

"Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am married unto you: and I will take you one of a 
city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion."

In this verse, God expresses His unwavering commitment to Israel despite their infidelity. The 
command to "turn, O backsliding children," reiterates the call to repentance, underscoring God’s deep 
desire for His people to return to Him. When God refers to being "married" to Israel, it highlights the 



intimate relationship He wishes to have with them, akin to a covenant bond. This declaration 
emphasizes not just a divine authority but a personal connection, conveying immense grace and love. 
The promise of gathering them—“one of a city, and two of a family”—illustrates God’s intention to 
restore and redeem His people, indicating that even a remnant can be reclaimed. The mention of "Zion" 
further underscores this desire for restoration, representing God's chosen dwelling place and a symbol 
of His divine purpose and blessings. This verse reassures God's people that, despite their 
transgressions, hope remains for redemption and return, serving as a profound testament to the nature 
of divine loyalty and the continual offer of grace.

Jeremiah 3:15

"And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and 
understanding."

Here, God promises to provide His people with leadership that aligns with His heart, which will be 
characterized by genuine care and an emphasis on spiritual nourishment. The term "pastors" refers to 
shepherds, suggesting guidance, protection, and a revitalization of their spiritual walk. This promise 
emphasizes the importance of wise and compassionate leadership that focuses on imparting 
"knowledge and understanding," aiming to restore Israel's understanding of God’s ways and His law. In 
the context of Israel's previous waywardness, this assurance points to a shift from the failures of past 
leaders who may have led them astray toward idolatry and spiritual ignorance. God’s heart for His 
people is revealed in His desire for them to be fed with robust spiritual sustenance, reflecting His care 
for their well-being and growth in faith. This verse celebrates God’s commitment to providing His 
people with the right spiritual guidance, reinforcing the idea that real leadership is rooted in deep, 
understanding-based relationship with God.

Jeremiah 3:16

"And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, saith the 
Lord, they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the Lord: neither shall it come to mind: neither 
shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done any more."

In this prophetic verse, God articulates a future transformation for Israel, rooted in restoration and 
abundance. The mention of being "multiplied and increased in the land" signifies not only physical 
growth but also a spiritual revival and flourishing that comes from a renewed covenant relationship 
with God. The reference to the ark of the covenant, a sacred symbol of God’s presence among His 
people, indicates a shift in focus. As they grow and thrive in their renewed relationship with God, they 
will no longer view the ark as the central piece of their communion with Him; rather, He Himself will 
be their primary focus and source of sustenance. This foreshadows a time when God’s relationship with 
His people transcends physical symbols and rituals, demonstrating that His presence will be so 
pervasive that external signs of His covenant become secondary. This verse highlights the ideas of 
spiritual maturity and a deeper understanding of God, inviting believers into a more expansive 
relational context that emphasizes living in God’s presence over merely adhering to traditional 
practices.



Jeremiah 3:17

"At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the Lord; and all the nations shall be gathered unto 
it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of their 
evil heart."

This verse paints a profoundly hopeful picture of the future where Jerusalem is exalted as "the throne of 
the Lord." This imagery indicates that God’s presence will once again be established in Jerusalem, 
becoming a center for true worship and divine authority. The gathering of nations to Jerusalem signifies 
a time of universal recognition of God’s supremacy, where people from all backgrounds come together 
in reverence to the one true God. The phrase "neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of 
their evil heart" emphasizes a stark contrast to the previous unfaithfulness; it speaks of a radical 
transformation of the heart and mind toward obedience and righteousness. This change reflects the 
work of God’s Spirit in the lives of His people, guiding them away from their sinful inclinations 
towards a lifestyle of holiness. Ultimately, this verse embodies the culmination of God’s redemptive 
work and His desire for unity among nations under His kingship, promising restoration not only for 
Israel but also for all who seek Him.

Jeremiah 3:18

"In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out 
of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers."

This verse speaks to the restoration of unity between the two divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah. 
Historically, the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah had been estranged due 
to political and spiritual divisions, marked by conflict and idolatry. However, God promises a future 
where this division is healed, and both houses walk together, signifying reconciliation and harmony. 
Their journey "out of the land of the north" symbolizes not just a physical return to their homeland but 
a spiritual return to their shared heritage and identity as God’s chosen people. The reference to the 
"land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers" reinforces the concept of divine promise; 
God reaffirms His commitment to His covenant with Israel, emphasizing that the land is a sacred 
inheritance rooted in His faithfulness. This verse encapsulates themes of hope, unity, and divine 
restoration, portraying a future where God’s people come together in faithfulness and obedience to 
Him.

Jeremiah 3:19

"But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of 
the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and thou shalt not turn away from me."

In this poignant admission, God expresses His longing for Israel to be recognized as His beloved 
children, deserving of a "pleasant land" and a "goodly heritage." The rhetorical question reflects God's 
deep concern over their past unfaithfulness and His desire for a restored relationship. The language of 
"goodly heritage of the hosts of nations" implies that God's blessings are not solely for Israel but 
encompass a broader vision of inclusion for all nations. This vision underscores the immense grace 
being offered; despite the history of rebellion, God still wishes to bring His people into an intimate 



familial relationship. The declaration "thou shalt call me, My father" highlights the intimate paternal 
bond that God intends to restore with His people, emphasizing a relationship characterized by love, 
trust, and loyalty. Furthermore, the promise that they "shall not turn away from me" projects hope for 
future fidelity and commitment, indicating that the relationship will be strengthened through genuine 
devotion. This verse reveals the heart of God yearning for reconciliation and a restored covenant, 
affirming His desire for a loving and lasting connection with His people.

Jeremiah 3:20

"Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O 
house of Israel, saith the Lord."

In this verse, God reiterates the severity of Israel’s unfaithfulness by drawing a stark parallel between 
marital betrayal and their relationship with Him. The term "surely" emphasizes the certainty and 
weightiness of His indictment, underscoring the pain caused by their spiritual adultery. The imagery of 
a wife treacherously departing from her husband conveys deep emotional hurt and betrayal, illustrating 
the closeness and intention behind the covenant that has been broken. God confronts Israel's behavior 
directly, implying that their actions are not merely mistakes but conscious choices to forsake the love 
and fidelity owed to Him. This comparison serves to evoke seriousness regarding idolatry and 
infidelity, framing their sins as relational violations with profound consequences. The emotional 
intensity of this proclamation highlights God's desire for a committed and faithful relationship with His 
people and calls them to reflect on the hurt caused by their actions. This verse encapsulates the central 
conflict of the book of Jeremiah—God's longing for His people amidst their persistent rebellion.

Jeremiah 3:21

"A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel: for they 
have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the Lord their God."

In this verse, Jeremiah captures the heart-wrenching cry of Israel, depicting a scene of lamentation and 
supplication as the people awaken to the depth of their betrayal. The "voice upon the high places" 
signifies a cry from those who have recognized their straying from God and are now calling out for His 
mercy, revealing a moment of reckoning. Their weeping serves as a tangible expression of remorse, 
portraying the emotional weight of their realization that they have "perverted their way" and neglected 
their covenant relationship with the Lord. The physical and spiritual landscape of their lamentation 
represents a desire for restoration, acknowledging the consequences of their actions and the pain they 
have caused in neglecting God. This verse embodies a pivotal moment of turning, suggesting that amid 
their sorrow, there is hope for renewal and forgiveness. It reflects God’s readiness to listen to the cries 
of His people, launching them onto the path of restoration if they genuinely seek His face and return to 
Him.

Jeremiah 3:22

"Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for 
thou art the Lord our God."



In this hopeful proclamation, God invites the backsliding children of Israel to return to Him, 
emphasizing a path to healing and restoration. The repetition of the call to "return" underscores God's 
persistent love and desire for reconciliation, serving as both a command and an invitation. The promise 
"I will heal your backslidings" indicates not just a change of heart but also presents a divine 
commitment to restore what has been broken in their relationship—a beautiful reflection of God’s 
grace. The response, "Behold, we come unto thee," signifies recognizing their need for God; they are 
acknowledging His authority and longing to be reinstated as His people. The declaration "for thou art 
the Lord our God" reflects their recognition of the futility of their previous pursuits and the desire to 
return to the one true God. This verse encapsulates the theme of repentance, portraying a beautiful 
cycle of sin, acknowledgment, and restoration that speaks to God’s unfailing love and readiness to 
embrace those who turn back to Him.

Jeremiah 3:23

"Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains: truly in the 
Lord our God is the salvation of Israel."

Here, Jeremiah contrasts the false hopes placed in the high places and idol worship of the hills with the 
true source of salvation, which is found only in the Lord. The phrase "in vain is salvation hoped for 
from the hills" acknowledges the futility of pursuing help and security in places where there is no true 
promise. High places were often places of pagan worship, symbolizing the misguidance of people 
seeking salvation in idols or earthly powers rather than in the Almighty. The repetition of "truly" serves 
to emphasize the certainty of the assertion that only in the Lord can Israel find genuine salvation. This 
declaration signifies a profound realization and a shift away from misplaced reliance on false idols 
toward a renewed faith in God’s sovereignty. The verse embodies the central message of the entire 
book: that true hope, deliverance, and security can only be found in a relationship with the living God, 
who is steadfast, trustworthy, and our ultimate source of help.

Jeremiah 3:24

"For shame hath devoured the labor of our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds, their 
sons and their daughters."

In this verse, the people of Israel lament over the ruin wrought by shame, reflecting on the 
consequences of their unfaithfulness. The imagery of shame "devouring" their labor invokes a powerful 
sense of loss and regret; it illustrates how their spiritual infidelity has not only jeopardized their 
relationship with God but has also negatively impacted their earthly heritage and well-being. The 
reference to "the labor of our fathers" speaks to a legacy lost—years of toil wasted due to the spiritual 
decay brought on by their turning away from God. Citing specific losses—their flocks, herds, sons, and 
daughters—underscores the pervasive impact of their actions, affecting every aspect of their lives and 
community. This acknowledgment of regret encapsulates the realization of the deep-seated 
consequences of abandoning God and highlights how shame has eclipsed the blessings of prosperity 
that ought to come from fidelity. It serves as a call for introspection, encouraging Israel to repent and 
recognize the magnitude of what has been sacrificed in their waywardness.



Jeremiah 3:25

"We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us: for we have sinned against the Lord our 
God, we and our fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord 
our God."

In this closing verse, Jeremiah expresses the profound shame and confusion of Israel as they 
acknowledge their transgressions against God. The physical posture of lying down in shame 
symbolizes a state of defeat, helplessness, and sorrow over their actions. Their "confusion covereth us" 
emphasizes the weight of guilt and the chaos that ensues from sin; it illustrates how turning away from 
God leads not only to spiritual desolation but also to personal and communal disorder. The admission 
of "we have sinned against the Lord our God" reveals a collective recognition of their behavior—to the 
extent that the sins of their ancestors are now part of their own identity. This acknowledgment spans 
not just historical grievances but shows that the pattern of disobedience has persisted “from our youth 
even unto this day.” This confession serves as an integral part of repentance, as recognizing sin is 
necessary for genuine restoration and return to a right relationship with God. The verse encapsulates 
the journey of Israel from shame and confusion toward the potential for repentance and reconciliation, 
highlighting the importance of turning back to God for healing both personally and collectively.

CHAPTER 4:

Jeremiah 4:1
“If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the LORD, return unto me: and if thou wilt put 
away thine abominations out of my sight, then shalt thou not remove.”
In this opening verse, the Lord extends a heartfelt invitation to the people of Israel 
to return to Him, underscoring His desire for redemption and reconciliation. The 
emphasis lies on the conditionality of their return: it requires a sincere rejection of 
their abominations—those practices and idols that separate them from a holy 
relationship with God. The Lord’s admonition signifies a pivotal moment where the 
choice to turn away from sin and back to divine guidance can lead to stability and 
peace for the nation. The assurance that they "shalt not remove" reinforces the 
promise of permanence and protection that comes with genuine repentance, 
suggesting that their return to faithfulness will establish a lasting connection with 
God.

Jeremiah 4:2
“And thou shalt swear, The LORD liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; and the nations 
shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall they glory.”
In this verse, the Lord speaks to His people about the manner of their commitment upon returning to 
Him. They are encouraged to swear by His name, which invokes a sense of reverence and 
conscientiousness. The attributes of truth, judgment, and righteousness become central to this 
proclamation, reflecting the character of God that Israel is called to embody. This commitment extends 
beyond individual declaration; it heralds a transformative impact on surrounding nations, suggesting 



that Israel's walk with God will serve as a testament to His greatness and inspire others to seek Him. 
The nations' eventual blessing in the Lord implies a universal acknowledgment of His sovereignty and 
power, highlighting the broader purpose of Israel's restoration as part of God's redemptive plan for all 
of creation.

Jeremiah 4:3
“For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow 
not among thorns.”
Here, the metaphor of "breaking up fallow ground" signifies preparation for spiritual renewal and 
cultivation. The fallow ground represents the unproductive and hardened areas of the people’s hearts, 
which must be made receptive to God’s Word. This call to action emphasizes that renovation is a 
deliberate process that involves effort and intention to cultivate one's spirituality. They are further 
warned against sowing among thorns, a vivid illustration warning them not to engage in practices or 
associations that would choke the growth of their spiritual lives. This verse speaks to the need for 
internal transformation before outward actions can truly bear fruit, inviting the people to reevaluate 
their values and priorities as they prepare for a new season of faithfulness.

Jeremiah 4:4
"Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and 
inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of 
the evil of your doings."
With a piercing call to spiritual renewal, the Lord implores the people to "circumcise" their hearts—a 
powerful imagery derived from the physical act of circumcision, signifying a deeper, internal 
commitment to God. This act of spiritual circumcision symbolizes the removal of impurities and 
disobedience, indicating that true dedication must originate from within. The urgency is palpable; the 
warning of God’s impending fury likens His wrath to unquenchable fire, reflecting the gravity of 
persistent sin and rebellion. The necessity of repentance is underscored, driving home the point that 
without genuine transformation, the consequences of their actions will lead to divine judgment. This 
verse encapsulates the essence of covenantal relationship, emphasizing that external rituals are 
meaningless without an authentic heart change.

Jeremiah 4:5
“Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem; and say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land: cry, gather 
together, and say, Assemble yourselves, and let us go into the defenced cities.”
In this verse, the urgency of God’s call becomes more pronounced as He instructs the people to actively 
declare His message throughout Judah and Jerusalem. The blowing of the trumpet signifies an 
announcement or alarm, calling the citizens to action in response to impending danger. This communal 
gathering emphasizes collective responsibility; the call is not just to individual repentance but a united 
front against the threats posed by their unfaithfulness. The invitation to seek refuge in “defenced cities” 
showcases both a literal and metaphorical implication—while physical safety is sought, there’s an 
underlying exhortation to find security in the Lord Himself. This verse underscores the importance of 
solidarity among the people in times of crisis, reminding them that their strength lies in their unity and 
faithfulness to God.



Jeremiah 4:6
“Set up the standard toward Zion: retire, stay not: for I will bring evil from the north, and a great 
destruction.”
The directive to “set up the standard toward Zion” serves as a rallying point, directing the people's 
focus toward their heritage and hope in Jerusalem, the heart of their covenant with God. The urgency is 
reinforced with the exhortation to not hesitate (or “stay not”), indicating the imminent danger 
approaching from the north—a foreshadowing of invading forces. God's declaration of bringing "evil" 
and "great destruction" denotes the severe consequences of their disobedience. This verse starkly 
portrays the tension between hope and divine judgment, encouraging the people to respond decisively 
before judgment falls, emphasizing the necessity for both immediate action and a return to covenantal 
faithfulness.

Jeremiah 4:7
“The lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth 
from his place to make thy land desolate; and thy cities shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant.”
The imagery of the lion emerging from its thicket conveys a sense of dread and foreboding, 
representing the inevitable judgment about to be unleashed. This “destroyer of the Gentiles” serves as a 
powerful metaphor for the coming invaders, emphasizing that the wrath experienced is not isolated but 
part of a larger plan of divine retribution against unfaithfulness. The stark prediction of desolation and 
wasteland underscores the reality that unrepented sin leads to ruin not just physically, but spiritually. 
The fate of their cities being laid waste and devoid of people is symbolic of the consequences when a 
nation turns away from God and becomes engulfed in its own wickedness, painting a distressing picture 
of abandonment that serves as a cautionary tale.

Jeremiah 4:8
“For this gird you with sackcloth, lament and howl; for the fierce anger of the LORD is not turned back 
from us.”
In this verse, the call to “gird with sackcloth” reflects an urgent summons to mourning and penitence, 
signifying an outward expression of grief over sin and impending judgment. The use of “lament and 
howl” encourages a raw, heartfelt response to the reality that the anger of the Lord remains focused on 
them due to their unfaithfulness. This emotional outpouring symbolizes recognition of their culpability, 
invoking both communal sorrow and personal reflection as they confront the depth of their 
disobedience. The phrase “is not turned back from us” denotes a sobering realization that the 
consequences of their actions are immediate and severe, compelling them to face the reality of their 
situation and seek genuine repentance before it is too late.

Jeremiah 4:9
“And it shall come to pass at that day, saith the LORD, that the heart of the king shall perish, and the 
heart of the princes; and the priests shall be astonished, and the prophets shall wonder.”
This verse projects a moment of profound disruption in leadership and spiritual authority, as the hearts 
of kings and princes are said to perish. This imagery speaks to the overwhelming fear and hopelessness 
that will grip the leaders, emphasizing that even those typically in control cannot withstand the severity 
of the Lord’s judgment. The astonishment of priests and wonderment of prophets reveal a deep sense of 
confusion and despair among those who are usually the voice of reassurance and guidance for the 



people. This collective bewilderment underscores that the calamity will be unprecedented, shaking the 
very foundations of societal structures and leaving them grappling with their own inadequacies before 
God’s unyielding truth.

Jeremiah 4:10
“Then said I, Ah, Lord God! surely thou hast greatly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, Ye 
shall have peace; whereas the sword reacheth unto the soul.”
In a moment of desperation, the prophet Jeremiah voices his anguish before God, feeling as though 
God has misled the people into believing they would experience peace. The tension between God’s 
promise of protection and the reality of impending judgment creates a profound crisis of faith within 
Jeremiah, who expresses a sense of betrayal for their misguided confidence. The stark imagery of the 
“sword reaching unto the soul” highlights the grave danger they face, stressing that true peace cannot 
coexist with ongoing rebellion against God. This lamentation invites readers to wrestle with the 
complexities of faith, questioning how divine promises align with unsettling realities, and challenges 
them to confront the consequences of complacency in their spiritual lives.

Jeremiah 4:11
“At that time shall it be said to this people and to Jerusalem, A dry wind of the high places in the 
wilderness toward the daughter of my people, not to fan, nor to cleanse.”
God uses the metaphor of a "dry wind" to describe the impending judgment, illustrating a force that 
does not bring comfort or refreshing change, but rather signifies desolation and destruction. This wind 
from the wilderness serves as a stark reminder of the barrenness that results from their spiritual aridity, 
showing that their situation has become dire and irreparably damaged. By stating that this wind comes 
“not to fan, nor to cleanse,” it reflects the lack of hope for renewal; instead of rejuvenation, they face 
further judgment. This imagery resonates deeply, as it underscores the consequences of turning away 
from God, offering a poignant reminder that true restoration comes from Him, not from the empty 
pursuits of their own making.

Jeremiah 4:12
“Even a full wind from those places shall come unto me: now also will I give sentence against them.”
In this verse, God speaks of a “full wind” that signifies an overwhelming force heading toward His 
people, binding together the themes of judgment and divine authority. This wind not only represents an 
inevitable consequence of their actions but also emphasizes God's role as the ultimate arbiter of justice. 
With the declaration of giving “sentence against them,” it becomes clear that the Lord’s justice will be 
meted out, reinforcing the seriousness of the people's unfaithfulness. The certainty of this impending 
judgment serves as a sobering reminder that their choices have ramifications, encouraging listeners to 
turn back to God before the consequences of their actions are fully realized.

Jeremiah 4:13
“Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots shall be as a whirlwind: his horses are swifter 
than eagles. Woe unto us! for we are spoiled.”
The imagery of invasion is vividly illustrated in this verse, where the enemy is likened to clouds and 
whirlwinds, conveying both power and inevitability. God’s description of the enemy’s movement—
swift as eagles—emphasizes their overwhelming force, confirming that resistance is futile. The 
exclamation “Woe unto us! for we are spoiled” reveals a profound sense of hopelessness and despair at 



their dire situation; they acknowledge their vulnerability and the reality of their defeat. This realization 
speaks to the human condition when faced with the consequences of sin, inviting readers to consider 
the fragility of their own spiritual state. The collective lament serves as a powerful reminder of the need 
for vigilance against complacency and the dire need for repentance.

Jeremiah 4:14
“O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved: how long shall vain 
thoughts lodge within thee?”
In this plea, the urgency for inward purification is palpable; God implores Jerusalem to “wash thine 
heart from wickedness,” emphasizing that salvation is contingent upon a genuine cleansing of sin. The 
image of washing signifies a desire for renewal and transformation, highlighting that true repentance 
requires more than superficial actions; it necessitates heartfelt change. The question concerning the 
duration of “vain thoughts” residing within her serves as both a challenge and a spiritual call to action, 
suggesting that their unproductive musings are keeping them bound in their sinful state. This verse is a 
clarion call to cognitive and emotional repentance, urging the people to confront not only their actions 
but also the internal attitudes that lead to disobedience.

Jeremiah 4:15
“For a voice declareth from Dan, and publisheth affliction from mount Ephraim.”
This verse introduces a prophetic announcement concerning the approaching calamity, with a voice of 
warning emanating from Dan in the north and affliction being broadcast from Mount Ephraim. The 
reference to specific locations underscores the widespread nature of the impending judgment, as well as 
the seriousness of the message being relayed throughout the land. By declaring these places, God 
highlights the reach of the warning as it permeates every corner of Israel. This proclamation is meant to 
instill fear and provoke reflection among the people, orienting them to the reality that judgment has 
come, and that they must heed the warnings issued from every direction. The intentional geographical 
references serve to create a sense of immediacy and urgency, calling the entire nation to respond before 
it is too late.

Jeremiah 4:16
“Make ye mention to the nations; behold, publish against Jerusalem, that watchers come from a far 
country, and give out their voice against the cities of Judah.”
Here, God instructs the people to proclaim the message to the nations, drawing attention to the 
approaching doom that threatens Jerusalem and the cities of Judah. The "watchers" symbolize those 
who observe and report, indicating a looming danger that cannot be ignored. This verse emphasizes the 
interconnectedness of the people’s actions and the wider ramifications of their disobedience, as 
watchers from a distant land draw near, signifying that judgment will come not only from within but 
also from external forces. The directive to "publish against Jerusalem" encourages a sense of 
repentance and urgency throughout the land, provoking the people to respond decisively in light of the 
present danger. It implies that acknowledgment of sin is crucial in the face of impending judgment, 
creating a communal awareness of the need for intervention.

Jeremiah 4:17
“As keepers of a field, are they against her round about; because she hath been rebellious against me, 
saith the LORD.”



In this verse, God vividly depicts the besieging enemy as "keepers of a field," suggesting that they 
maintain a careful watch around Jerusalem as a farmer tends to their crops. This imagery conveys both 
vigilance and the inevitability of destruction, reinforcing the notion that their rebellion has made them 
vulnerable. The phrase "because she hath been rebellious against me" is a poignant reminder that their 
suffering is a direct consequence of their disobedience to God’s commands. This connection between 
rebellion and consequence underscores the covenant relationship that exists between God and His 
people, promoting an understanding that spiritual fidelity is critical to their well-being. The stark reality 
of their rebellion emphasizes the need for immediate repentance and return to God to avert the 
impending disaster.

Jeremiah 4:18
“Thy way and thy doings have procured these things unto thee; this is thy wickedness, because it is 
bitter, because it reacheth unto thine heart.”
This verse serves as a profound reflection on the consequences of the people's actions, reinforcing 
personal responsibility for their plight. The phrase "procured these things unto thee" establishes a direct 
correlation between their sinful behaviors and the woes they are experiencing, exemplifying the 
principle of sowing and reaping. God identifies their wickedness as bitter, a descriptor indicating the 
resulting pain and despair stemming from their choice to turn away from Him. The acknowledgment 
that such wickedness "reacheth unto thine heart" highlights the internal spiritual corruption that has 
formed within them, serving as a poignant reminder that sin is not merely an external issue, but one that 
deeply affects the core of their being. This call to introspection urges the people to recognize the 
gravity of their condition and the urgent need for sincere repentance and healing.

Jeremiah 4:19
“My bowels, my bowels! I am pained at my very heart; my heart maketh a noise in me; I cannot hold 
my peace, because thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war.”
In a deeply emotional lament, Jeremiah expresses the anguish of both God and himself for the plight of 
the people. The repetition of “my bowels, my bowels!” illustrates the intense pain and compassion felt 
in the depths of one’s being, suggesting an urgent, visceral response to the impending doom. This 
heartfelt plea conveys God’s deep sorrow over the rebellion of His people intertwined with Jeremiah’s 
personal grief, evoking the imagery of not being able to contain the outcry. The reference to the 
trumpet’s sound and the alarm of war serves as a harbinger of destruction, reminiscent of the call to 
battle, heightening the urgency of their situation. This verse eloquently captures the emotional struggle 
of a prophet torn between divine wrath and the hope for redemption, urging the people to acknowledge 
their peril before it becomes irreversible.

Jeremiah 4:20
“Destruction upon destruction is cried; for the whole land is spoiled: suddenly are my tents spoiled, and 
my curtains in a moment.”
In this verse, the repeated phrase “destruction upon destruction” starkly conveys the depth of turmoil 
affecting the land. The lament reflects a totality of loss, emphasizing that no area of the nation is 
exempt from the calamity that results from the people’s unfaithfulness. The spoiling of “my tents” and 
“my curtains” evokes the imagery of domesticity and the sanctity of home, signifying that even 
personal lives and families are subjected to the ravages of impending judgment. This suddenness of 



destruction emphasizes the abruptness with which judgment can arrive, acting as a reminder of the 
fleeting nature of security when it is not grounded in obedience to God. This verse serves as a dramatic 
call to awareness; the people are urged to recognize the reality of their situation before it becomes 
irreversible while provoking an urgent need for repentance.

Jeremiah 4:21
“How long shall I see the standard, and hear the sound of the trumpet?”
In this verse, the prophet Jeremiah voices his deep-seated frustration and longing for relief, as he 
continually observes the standard of war and hears the alarming sounds of the trumpet. The rhetorical 
question expresses a profound weariness over witnessing destruction and chaos while grappling with 
the anticipation of judgment that persists without resolution. The “standard” signifies military 
mobilization, representing a call to arms, and Jeremiah’s question underscores the prolonged state of 
crisis that has developed due to the people's sin. This verse serves to illuminate the emotional toll that 
the reality of judgment takes on the messenger of God, allowing readers to glimpse the burdens of 
prophetic responsibility—fluctuating between hope for repentance and the continued specter of 
impending doom for the nation.

Jeremiah 4:22
“For my people is foolish, they have not known me; they are sottish children, and they have none 
understanding: they are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge.”
This verse presents a scathing critique of the people of Israel, whom God characterizes as "foolish" and 
"sottish children," emphasizing their lack of wisdom in recognizing and acknowledging Him. The term 
"sottish" carries a connotation of foolishness coupled with a lack of discernment, illustrating a 
profound spiritual ignorance that has led to their downfall. The juxtaposition of being "wise to do evil" 
while lacking knowledge of good indicates a perverse moral understanding; they are adept at pursuing 
sin but remain blind to righteousness. This powerful indictment highlights the tragic irony of their 
situation, as a nation chosen for divine purpose has squandered its potential. This verse invites readers 
to reflect on their own spiritual awareness, urging an honest assessment of their hearts and actions in 
light of divine truth.

Jeremiah 4:23
“I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light.”
Drawing on creation imagery, this verse evokes powerful visuals of desolation and formlessness 
reminiscent of Genesis. The phrase "without form and void" signifies a profound emptiness, 
symbolizing the chaos and disruption that has ensued due to sin. The mention of the heavens lacking 
light further enhances the sense of abandonment, representing a world devoid of hope and divine 
guidance. This vivid imagery starkly contrasts the intent for creation, illustrating that the sin of the 
people has led to a breakdown of order, ultimately reflecting the consequences of their rebellion against 
God. The use of this cosmic language serves to powerfully communicate the severity of their situation, 
prompting an urgent call for reflection and repentance to restore vitality and purpose.

Jeremiah 4:24
“I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly.”
In this verse, Jeremiah expands his vision to encompass the natural world, which responds to the 
gravity of the situation—the shaking of mountains and moving of hills signify a cosmic disruption in 



the face of divine judgment. Such imagery conveys that the entire creation bears witness to the 
consequences of human sin, reinforcing the notion that God’s justice extends to all realms. The tremors 
symbolize an upheaval and uncertainty that resonates with both the created order and the hearts of 
humankind. This powerful graphic serves to highlight the seriousness of the people’s situation, urging 
them to understand that their actions trigger an existential crisis that reverberates beyond personal 
implications, encapsulating the entire fabric of existence.

Jeremiah 4:25
“I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled.”
Jeremiah’s lament continues as he observes a landscape devoid of life—“no man” signifies desolation 
and abandonment, while the fleeing of birds indicates the complete withdrawal of natural vitality and 
joy. The absence of humanity speaks volumes regarding the consequence of rebellion; it reflects a 
society that has not only turned away from God but has suffered the consequences of that choice. 
Additionally, the fleeing birds symbolize the loss of unrestrained beauty and joy in creation, reinforcing 
that their sin has caused not only personal ruin but has affected the very environment surrounding 
them. This stark image confronts the people with the reality that their choices have brought about an 
existential crisis, prompting a call for urgent introspection and repentance to restore life to both their 
hearts and land.

Jeremiah 4:26
“I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the 
presence of the LORD, and by his fierce anger.”
In this verse, the transformation of once-productive land into a lifeless wilderness serves as a poignant 
testament to the consequences of sin. The imagery of the “fruitful place” signifies the ideals of 
prosperity and abundance that have been ravaged due to rebellion against God. The broken cities 
highlight the desolation and ruin that lawlessness has wrought upon their communities, indicating both 
physical and spiritual devastation. The mention of the “presence of the LORD” reinforces the direct 
correlation between divine judgment and their unfaithfulness. This stark depiction acts as an urgent 
reminder to the people of Israel that their actions have led to an irrevocable change in their 
circumstances, calling them to repentance in hopes of restoration.

Jeremiah 4:27
“For thus hath the LORD said, The whole land shall be desolate; yet will I not make a full end.”
Here, God emphasizes the severity of the judgment—“the whole land shall be desolate”—but 
intriguingly introduces a glimmer of hope with the affirmation that He will not bring about a complete 
end. This statement of not making a “full end” indicates that despite the profound consequences of their 
unfaithfulness, God’s mercy and capacity for restoration remain intact. It serves as a dual message of 
accountability and hope; while devastation may ensue due to their sin, God's overarching narrative of 
salvation and restoration persists. This verse invites the believers to cling to hope amid tribulation, 
reassuring them of God’s faithfulness even in times of judgment.

Jeremiah 4:28
“For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black: because I have spoken it, I have 
purposed it, and will not repent, neither will I turn back from it.”
In this verse, the mourning of the earth and the darkening of the heavens illustrate the gravity of the 



impending judgment unleashed by God. These vivid images set a somber tone, revealing the profound 
impact of human sin on the natural order. By asserting “I have spoken it, I have purposed it,” God 
establishes the finality of His decree, underscoring that His divine will cannot be altered. The emphatic 
declaration that He will neither repent nor turn back reinforces the seriousness of their situation, 
compelling the audience to take seriously the necessity for repentance before the unfolding judgment. 
This verse encapsulates the themes of divine sovereignty and human accountability, urging readers to 
consider the weight of their own choices in light of God’s unyielding justice and mercy.

Jeremiah 4:29
“The whole city shall flee for the noise of the horsemen and bowmen; they shall go into thickets, and 
climb up upon the rocks: every city shall be forsaken, and not a man dwell therein.”
This verse vividly portrays the chaotic response of the people as they react to the imminent threat posed 
by enemy forces. The urgency and panic are palpable as the inhabitants of the city flee before the 
clamor of horsemen and bowmen, seeking refuge in thickets and among rocks. The imagery of 
forsaken cities emphasizes total abandonment and vulnerability, depicting a society that has been 
stripped of its security and safety due to divine judgment. The repeated absence of people underscores 
the consequences of rebellion against God, showing that their choices have led to extreme and 
irrevocable destruction. This call to acknowledge the urgency of their situation emphasizes the need for 
immediate repentance and return to God before it is too late.

Jeremiah 4:30
“And when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do? Though thou clothest thyself in crimson, though thou 
deckest thee with ornaments of gold, though thou rentest thy face with painting, in vain shalt thou make 
thyself fair; thy lovers will despise thee, they will seek thy life.”
In this verse, a poignant question is posed: “when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do?” It evokes the 
fate of a people once vibrant and beloved, now facing destruction and desolation. The references to 
crimson robes and gold ornaments suggest adornments seen as symbols of status and beauty, 
highlighting the futility of external pretenses when faced with judgment. The imagery of “renting thy 
face with painting” signifies desperate attempts to maintain appearances amid turmoil. However, God 
emphasizes that such vain efforts will prove ineffective; those they sought to impress—referred to 
metaphorically as “lovers”—will turn against them. This stark warning serves as an urgent reminder 
that superficial things are meaningless in the face of divine judgment, compelling the people to return 
to a heart of true repentance.

Jeremiah 4:31
“For I have heard a voice as of a woman in travail, and the anguish as of her that bringeth forth her first 
child, the voice of the daughter of Zion, that bewaileth herself, that spreadeth her hands, saying, Woe is 
me now! for my soul is wearied because of murderers.”
Here, the prophet employs the imagery of a woman in travail, evoking deep agony and the intense, raw 
emotions associated with childbirth. This metaphor captures the profound despair felt by the people of 
Zion in light of impending destruction. The expression of a "voice" conveys the communal suffering; it 
is the collective lamentation of a people grappling with both physical and spiritual anguish. The cry of 
"Woe is me now!" indicates a profound acknowledgment of their suffering situation, linking it to 
injustices and “murderers.” The use of these vivid and deeply emotional images serves to draw upon 



feelings of empathy and urgency, urging the listener to recognize their plight so that they might seek 
true repentance and healing before the weight of divine judgment becomes insurmountable.

CHAPTER 5:

Jeremiah 5:1

"Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad 
places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and 
I will pardon it."

In this verse, the Lord commands the prophet Jeremiah to traverse the streets of Jerusalem, searching 
meticulously for any righteous individual—someone who executes justice and seeks the truth. This call 
to action signifies the depth of the moral corruption that has overtaken the city, indicating that even a 
single person of integrity could have significant redemptive power for the community. This verse 
emphasizes the dire state of righteousness among the people; it portrays a scene of desolation where 
true faith and justice seem nonexistent. The Lord’s willingness to pardon the city for the sake of a 
single righteous person underscores His mercy amidst impending judgment. It conveys a profound 
message about the value of righteousness and the hope that even a small remnant of faithful believers 
can alter the course of divine judgment.

Jeremiah 5:2

"And though they say, The Lord liveth; surely they swear falsely."

Jeremiah highlights the hypocrisy of the people of Judah in this verse. They profess faith in the Lord by 
invoking His name, claiming allegiance to Him with their declarations—"The Lord liveth!" However, 
their actions betray their words, as they engage in deceit and falsehood. This contrast between their 
professed belief and actual behavior illustrates the profound disconnect that can arise in religious 
practice, where outward expressions of faith often lack genuine conviction. The phrase "surely they 
swear falsely" serves as a condemnation of their insincerity, emphasizing the severity of their spiritual 
state. Through this proclamation, Jeremiah wants to expose their duplicity, suggesting that mere verbal 
acknowledgment of God is inadequate without the corresponding commitment to live in accordance 
with His laws.

Jeremiah 5:3

"O Lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth? Thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved; thou 
hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction: they have made their faces harder 
than a rock; they have refused to return."

In this verse, Jeremiah laments the stubbornness of the people, addressing God directly in a poignant 
reflection on their spiritual condition. The rhetorical question highlights God's omniscience, assuring 
that He sees the truth that lies beneath the surface of their claims. Despite God’s actions—striking and 
consuming them through judgment—they remain unrepentant, showing no signs of remorse or desire to 
change their ways. Their hardened hearts are depicted metaphorically as “harder than a rock,” 



indicating an impenetrable resistance to divine correction and guidance. This verse reveals the tragic 
plight of a nation that has consistently ignored the warnings and discipline of God, demonstrating a 
profound inability to recognize their need for repentance and a return to God’s ways.

Jeremiah 5:4

"Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for they know not the way of the Lord, nor 
the judgment of their God."

In verse four, Jeremiah characterizes the people of Judah as "poor" and "foolish," signifying a spiritual 
poverty rather than a material one. Their lack of understanding regarding the "way of the Lord" and the 
"judgment of their God" reflects their failure to grasp the foundational truths inherent in God's law and 
character. This ignorance is viewed as a result of willful rebellion and a chronic unwillingness to learn 
from God’s teachings. Jeremiah's declaration underscores the importance of wisdom and discernment 
in understanding divine statutes. This situation serves as a cautionary note, illustrating how a nation can 
fall into chaos and moral decay when its populace neglects the fundamental tenets of faith and the 
implications of God's righteousness. The prophet’s words serve to emphasize the critical need for 
discernment and knowledge of God’s will in a time when ethical guidelines have been abandoned.

Jeremiah 5:5

"I will get me unto the great men, and will speak unto them; for they have known the way of the Lord, 
and the judgment of their God: but these have altogether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds."

Here, Jeremiah shifts his focus to the "great men" or leaders of the community, indicating that he will 
seek counsel with those in positions of authority who ought to have a better understanding of God's 
laws. These individuals, possessing the knowledge of divine justice and the way of the Lord, are 
expected to be examples of righteousness. However, Jeremiah expresses disappointment, as rather than 
guiding the people towards truth, they have "broken the yoke" and "burst the bonds"—signifying a 
rejection of God's authority and moral order. This verse critiques the leaders for their failure to uphold 
the standards of justice, suggesting that their assumed wisdom has led to rebellion against God and an 
abandonment of moral responsibility. The imagery of the yoke conveys a sense of bondage to God’s 
will, and the leaders' rejection illustrates the broader societal implications of unchecked authority that 
leads the entire nation astray.

Jeremiah 5:6

"Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf of the evenings shall spoil them, a 
leopard shall watch over their cities: every one that goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces: because 
their transgressions are many, and their backslidings are increased."

In this vivid and disturbing imagery, Jeremiah proclaims the inevitable consequences of the people’s 
continued rebellion against God. The metaphor of various predators—a lion, a wolf, and a leopard—
symbolizes the impending judgment and destruction that will come upon the unrepentant people. Each 
animal represents a different aspect of the peril that awaits them; the lion signifies a fierce and 
overwhelming force, the wolf reflects predatory cunning, and the leopard highlights stealth and 



savagery. The verse conveys a strong warning that those who venture from the safety of their faith will 
face dire consequences due to their numerous transgressions and escalating backsliding. This graphic 
depiction underscores the seriousness of their sins, serving as a dire prophecy of the chaos and calamity 
that will ensue if they continue to turn away from God.

Jeremiah 5:7

"How shall I pardon thee for this? thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are no gods: 
when I had fed them to the full, they then committed adultery, and assembled themselves by troops in 
the harlot's houses."

In this verse, God poses a rhetorical question that highlights the gravity of Judah's sins. He laments the 
fact that despite His provision and care, His people have turned their backs on Him, seeking worship 
from false gods—entities that hold no power. The phrase "I had fed them to the full" reflects God's 
abundant blessings and generosity, yet the response of the people has been to commit idolatry and 
engage in spiritual unfaithfulness, characterized as “adultery.” The imagery of “assembling themselves 
by troops in the harlot's houses” symbolically conveys the collective indulgence in sin and infidelity 
towards God. This verse illustrates a profound betrayal, emphasizing the stark contrast between God’s 
faithfulness and the people’s deliberate choice to pursue iniquity. It raises questions about 
accountability, revealing the pain of divine abandonment in the face of persistent unfaithfulness.

Jeremiah 5:8

"They were as fed horses in the morning: every one neighed after his neighbour's wife."

This verse employs the metaphor of "fed horses" to illustrate the uncontrolled lust and desire prevalent 
among the people. Just as horses, well-fed and eager, might exhibit a fierce animalistic urge, so too did 
the people of Judah pursue their desires without restraint. The imagery of neighing after one another’s 
wives suggests an atmosphere of rampant adultery and moral decay, where loyalty and fidelity are 
entirely disregarded. This behavior points to a larger societal issue where covetousness and selfishness 
dominate, reflecting a complete neglect of God’s commandments regarding marriage and faithfulness. 
The depiction serves to demonstrate not only the degradation of personal relationships but also 
highlights the collective failure to uphold the sanctity of family in a society that has turned away from 
God’s laws.

Jeremiah 5:9

"Shall I not visit for these things? saith the Lord: and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as 
this?"

In this verse, the Lord emphasizes the certainty of divine judgment against Judah for their persistent 
wickedness. The rhetorical questions signify an unavoidable conclusion, indicating that God will 
indeed "visit" upon them the consequences of their actions. The term "visit" carries a dual meaning; it 
can imply both an act of care and a coming judgment. Here, it clearly refers to the latter, as the Lord 
prepares to bring justice against a nation steeped in sin. The phrase "shall not my soul be avenged" 
emphasizes God's righteousness and the seriousness with which He views the transgressions of His 



people. This verse serves as a warning, reinforcing the idea that there are serious repercussions for 
turning away from God and engaging in corruption, ultimately reminding the people that divine justice 
cannot be ignored indefinitely.

Jeremiah 5:10

"Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy; but make not a full end: take away her battlements; for they are 
not the Lord's."

In assigning an order to "go up upon her walls," the Lord is directing His forces to prepare for 
judgment against Jerusalem. This command suggests both a physical and spiritual dismantling of the 
city, which had relied on its fortifications and protective structures as a source of security. The phrase 
"take away her battlements; for they are not the Lord's" indicates that the very defenses the people trust 
in are insufficient and unworthy of God's endorsement. This reflects a deeper truth: that human 
institutions and systems built upon sin and rebellion against God will ultimately fail. However, the 
instruction to "make not a full end" signifies a remnant of hope, suggesting that even amidst 
destruction, there remains the potential for restoration and a return to righteousness. This dual aspect of 
divine judgment and mercy is crucial, as contextually it anticipates the possibility of future redemption 
for those who turn back to God.

Jeremiah 5:11

"For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have dealt very treacherously against me, saith the 
Lord."

In this verse, God expresses His grievance against both the northern kingdom (Israel) and the southern 
kingdom (Judah). The language of “dealt very treacherously” highlights the extent of betrayal these 
nations have shown towards their covenant relationship with Him. The use of "treacherously" implies 
not just a breach of trust but also an active, conscious decision to act against fidelity and faithfulness. 
This acknowledgment stresses that the sin of the people is systemic, affecting both kingdoms equally. 
The verse serves to unify the message of divine judgment across the divided nation, indicating that the 
disobedience and infidelity that plague the people are not confined to a single region or tribe. God's 
declaration here not only reflects His disappointment but also establishes the seriousness of their 
transgressions as it relates to their identity as His chosen people.

Jeremiah 5:12

"They have belied the Lord, and said, It is not he; neither shall evil come upon us; neither shall we see 
sword nor famine."

In this verse, the Lord condemns the people's false assurances and denial of the reality of impending 
judgment. Their claim that "it is not he" represents a blatant rejection of God’s authority and His 
prophetic warnings. By asserting that "neither shall evil come upon us," they display a detrimental 
complacency, rooted in a misguided belief that their actions do not have consequences. This denial of 
divine justice not only leads to a false sense of security but also reflects a willful ignorance regarding 
their spiritual condition. The phrases "neither shall we see sword nor famine" reveal their confidence in 



stability despite the obvious moral and social decay surrounding them. This verse serves as a stark 
reminder of the dangers of false prophets and self-deception, highlighting how easily a society can 
dismiss the consequences of sin until it is too late.

Jeremiah 5:13

"And the prophets shall become wind, and the word is not in them: thus shall it be done unto them."

In this verse, God proclaims a grim fate for the prophets of Judah, suggesting that their words will 
amount to nothing—“become wind”—indicating emptiness and lack of substance. This condemnation 
of the prophets underscores their failure to convey God's true message and their abandonment of 
genuine prophetic duty. When he says, "the word is not in them," it highlights their disconnection from 
divine truth and their engagement in falsehood. Consequently, they will face dire consequences for 
leading the people astray. This verse reflects a critical theme within prophetic literature: the sobering 
reality that those who misrepresent God's word not only misguide others but also incur severe divine 
judgment. It serves as a powerful reminder of the solemn responsibility that comes with the prophetic 
office, calling for integrity and truth in delivering messages from God.

Jeremiah 5:14

"Wherefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make my 
words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them."

In response to the falsehood of the prophets and the people’s unfaithfulness, God declares a 
transformation of His words into a consuming fire. This metaphor illustrates the power and efficacy 
that God’s true Word carries, especially when wielded by genuine prophets. The imagery of the people 
as "wood" that will be devoured signifies that they are not only susceptible to judgment but are, in fact, 
the very fuel for divine judgment due to their rebellion. The fire imagery evokes the idea of purification 
and destruction, suggesting that the Word of God, once unleashed, will reveal the truth and expose the 
corruption within the nation. This verse signifies a turning point where God’s authentic voice will 
become a force of reckoning for His people, emphasizing the severe consequences of their unrepentant 
hearts. It serves as a vivid reminder that divine truth, once ignited, cannot be ignored and has the power 
to convict and purify.

Jeremiah 5:15

"Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, O house of Israel, saith the Lord: it is a mighty nation, it is 
an ancient nation, a nation whose language thou knowest not, neither understandest what they say."

In this prophetic warning, God foretells the invasion of a foreign nation upon Israel, emphasizing both 
the might and age of this coming adversary. The phrase "from far" indicates that this judgment will 
come unexpectedly, reinforcing the idea that the people will be caught unawares. Describing it as "a 
mighty nation" indicates that this will not be a superficial threat; rather, it will be a formidable force 
capable of conquering the land due to God’s removal of protection over His people. The mention of a 
"language thou knowest not" reveals a sense of absolute alienation and helplessness, emphasizing that 
the invading nation will be beyond their comprehension and control. This verse serves to underscore 



the seriousness of God’s judgment, illustrating how far-reaching the consequences of their sin will be, 
as the Israelite people will be forced to confront the reality of their rebellion against God in a profound 
and unsettling way.

Jeremiah 5:16

"their quiver is as an open sepulchre, they are all mighty men."

In this verse, Jeremiah uses vivid imagery to describe the soldiers of the invading nation. The phrase 
"their quiver is as an open sepulchre" conveys the lethal nature of this foreign force; just as an open 
grave symbolizes death, so too does a quiver filled with arrows signify impending destruction. This 
metaphor suggests that the invading army is poised to bring about death and devastation, reminiscent of 
the horrors of war. The description of these soldiers as "mighty men" implies that they are both 
powerful in strength and capable of executing their violent intent with great efficacy. This portrayal 
intensifies the sense of dread and mortality that accompanies God’s judgment. The entire image serves 
as a stark warning to the people of Judah: their spiritual negligence will lead to catastrophic 
consequences, and the instruments of their downfall will be fearsome warriors, equipped to fulfill 
God's judgment upon them.

Jeremiah 5:17

"And they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, which thy sons and thy daughters should eat: they 
shall eat up thy flocks and thine herds: they shall eat up thy vines and thy fig trees: they shall 
impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou trustedst, with the sword."

Continuing the theme of devastating consequences, this verse elaborates on the extensive destruction 
the invading nation will impose upon Israel. The imagery of consuming harvests and livestock 
indicates that not only will the people suffer from physical conflict, but they will also experience 
economic ruin. The loss of food that "thy sons and thy daughters should eat" emphasizes the familial 
implications and heart-wrenching impact of such devastation on the innocent. The comprehensive 
destruction—targeting crops, animals, and fortified cities—illustrates the thoroughness of the invasion, 
signifying that every aspect of life will be affected. The repeated phrase "they shall eat up" underscores 
the relentless nature of the enemy's onslaught and the dire implications for a society that has placed its 
trust in physical defenses rather than in God. This verse serves as a somber reminder of the 
vulnerability and fragility of human securities in the face of divine judgment.

Jeremiah 5:18

"Nevertheless in those days, saith the Lord, I will not make a full end with you."

Amidst the grim proclamations of judgment and destruction, this verse offers a glimmer of hope for the 
people of Israel. God's declaration that He will "not make a full end with you" serves as a reassurance 
that, though they will face significant trials and consequences for their sins, there is still a measure of 
mercy to be found. This implies that while divine judgment is imminent, it will not result in utter 
annihilation; rather, God remains committed to a remnant of His people. This promise suggests that the 
covenant between God and Israel is still intact, and that He has not abandoned His people entirely. The 



verse serves as a profound contrast to the earlier descriptions of devastation, providing an essential 
reminder of God’s love and commitment, even in the face of human failure. It encourages a sense of 
hope that through repentance and return, restoration is possible.

Jeremiah 5:19

"And it shall come to pass, when ye shall say, Wherefore doest the Lord our God all these things unto 
us? then shalt thou answer them, Like as ye have forsaken me, and served strange gods in your land, so 
shall ye serve strangers in a land that is not yours."

In this verse, God anticipates an important moment of reckoning for His people. When the Israelites 
find themselves in a state of despair, questioning God's intentions and actions—"Wherefore doest the 
Lord our God all these things unto us?"—He provides the answer they must reckon with. Their 
previous actions—forsaking God and serving "strange gods"—will result in their captivity and 
servitude to foreign nations. The cyclical nature of sin and consequence is highlighted here; just as they 
chose to worship other deities, they will be punished by being placed in a foreign land, serving those 
very strangers. This verse serves as a warning about the nature of idolatry and the stark realities of 
spiritual abandonment. It underscores the principle that turning away from God leads to dire 
circumstances and highlights the profound interpersonal relationship that exists: God desires fidelity 
from His people, and their infidelity has tangible repercussions.

Jeremiah 5:20

"Declare this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judah, saying,"

Here, God instructs Jeremiah to make a public proclamation of the impending judgment and the 
reasons behind it. The directive to "declare this in the house of Jacob" reinforces the necessity for the 
Israelites, particularly the tribes of Jacob (the descendants of Israel), to be made aware of the message 
of warning and consequence. The act of publishing it in Judah signifies that this warning is urgent and 
must reach all corners of the nation. This verse emphasizes the importance of accountability and the 
responsibility entrusted to Jeremiah as a prophet—he must not only receive the message but also ensure 
it is disseminated widely. The imperative tone conveys a sense of urgency and seriousness about the 
situation, highlighting God’s desire for His people to be informed and to have the opportunity to repent 
before the judgment unfolds.

Jeremiah 5:21

"Hear now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and see not; which 
have ears, and hear not:"

In this verse, God expresses His frustration with the people of Judah, labeling them "foolish" and 
"without understanding." It continues a recurring theme in the prophecy— the challenge of spiritual 
blindness and deafness among the people. The phrase "have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and 
hear not" reflects the idea that the people possess physical capabilities to perceive and comprehend, yet 
their spiritual senses are dulled. They are unable to grasp the severity of the situation or the gravity of 
their sins. This depiction of spiritual numbness signifies a willful ignorance that renders them 



unresponsive to God's warnings and loving attempts to restore them. It serves as a poignant reminder 
that mere physical existence and faculties are inadequate if not accompanied by spiritual awareness and 
discernment. The verse urges the people to awaken to their condition before facing the impending 
consequences of their choices.

Jeremiah 5:22

"Fear ye not me? saith the Lord: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have placed the sand for the 
bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the waves thereof toss 
themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it?"

In this verse, God challenges the people by questioning their fear and reverence for Him. He articulates 
the power and majesty of His presence, using the metaphor of the sea’s boundaries. By stating He 
“placed the sand for the bound of the sea,” He reminds them of His sovereignty and authoritative 
control over creation. The imagery of the sea’s inability to go beyond its decree illustrates that, just as 
He has established the physical laws of nature, He also commands and regulates the moral order. The 
reference to the waves that "toss themselves" and "roar" signifies the chaos and tumult of life, yet 
God’s authority ensures that they cannot go beyond the established limits. This rhetorical questioning 
emphasizes the profound disconnect between God’s omnipotence and the people’s failure to recognize 
and respect it. It serves to awaken within them a sense of awe and a remembrance of the nature of God 
that should lead to a deeper repentance and commitment to His ways.

Jeremiah 5:23

"But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone."

In this verse, God succinctly diagnoses the spiritual condition of His people, labeling them as having a 
"revolting and rebellious heart." The terms "revolting" and "rebellious" depict a strong refusal to 
comply with God’s will and an active choice to turn away from Him. By asserting that "they are 
revolted and gone," God portrays their complete apostasy—indicating that they have not only forsaken 
Him but also have sought after their own ways, abandoning the truth completely. This condition 
emphasizes a willful decision to pursue paths that are contrary to God's design and purpose for their 
lives. This verse encapsulates the central theme of rebellion throughout the chapter, showing how 
deeply entrenched this attitude is among the people of Judah. It serves not only as a lament over their 
spiritual decline but also as a final call to recognition and repentance before judgment ensues.

Jeremiah 5:24

"Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the Lord our God, that giveth rain, both the former and 
the latter, in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest."

In this verse, God contrasts the behavior of the people with the reverence that should be shown towards 
Him. He notes that the people do not even consider calling upon Him as their provider, which is deeply 
troubling given the agricultural context of their society—where rain is vital for crops. The fact that they 
fail to say in their hearts, "Let us now fear the Lord our God," points to a lack of gratitude and 
recognition of His ultimate authority and sovereignty. The mention of "the former and the latter" rain 



alludes to the seasonal rains critical for harvest, underscoring God's role as both the provider and 
sustainer of life. By stating that He "reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest," God 
indicates His ongoing provision and care, which the people fail to appreciate. This verse serves as a call 
for the people to reflect on their dependency upon Him and acknowledge His sovereignty in their lives, 
urging them to return to a posture of reverence and trust.

Jeremiah 5:25

"Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you."

Here, God attributes the absence of blessings and good things in the lives of the people to their 
iniquities and sins. The phrase "your iniquities have turned away these things" indicates a direct 
connection between their sinful behavior and the negative outcomes they experience. This verse brings 
to light the principle that spiritual disobedience and moral failings hinder the flow of God’s blessings 
and provision. The explicit mention of "have withholden good things from you" signifies that the good 
gifts from God that ought to be present in their lives have been obstructed by their choices. This serves 
as a crucial lesson on the impact of sin—a reminder that actions have consequences, both spiritually 
and materially. It calls the people to consider the correlation between their behavior and their 
experience of God's goodness, urging them to repentance in hopes of restoring their blessings.

Jeremiah 5:26

"For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, 
they catch men."

In this verse, God reveals the presence of "wicked men" among His people, highlighting a significant 
issue of moral decay that has taken root within society. The imagery of laying wait and setting snares 
underscores the deceptive and predatory nature of these individuals, likening them to hunters who 
capture their prey. This metaphor serves to illustrate the harmful and destructive behavior that has 
infiltrated the community, emphasizing that instead of fostering a spirit of care and support, there are 
those who actively seek to exploit and harm their neighbors. The use of “they set a trap, they catch 
men” suggests a broader societal issue where injustice and wrongdoing are normalized, illustrating the 
extent of corruption pervasive within the nation. This verse serves as a call to awareness and vigilance, 
expressing God’s concern for the integrity and safety of His people and the need to root out wickedness 
from their midst.

Jeremiah 5:27

"As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become great, and waxen 
rich."

In this verse, God compares the houses of the wicked to a cage full of birds, emphasizing that just as 
the cage confines the birds, the deceitful actions of these individuals confine and entrap others in lies 
and betrayal. The imagery suggests a sense of abundance in wickedness and falsehood, indicating that 
deceit has become commonplace and is thriving among God’s people. The phrase "therefore they are 
become great, and waxen rich" signifies that through their dishonest and corrupt practices, these 



wicked individuals have amassed wealth and influence at the expense of others. This raises a profound 
moral question about the nature of success and prosperity, suggesting that it can often be set against the 
backdrop of unrighteousness and exploitation. This verse serves as a stark warning about the perils of 
valuing material gain over integrity, and it challenges the perception of wealth as a measure of virtue 
when it may be rooted in deceitful actions.

Jeremiah 5:28

"They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked: they judge not the cause, 
the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not judge."

In this striking verse, God paints a vivid picture of the moral degradation of the people. The phrase 
"They are waxen fat, they shine" signifies that the wicked have become complacent and bloated with 
their lavish lifestyles, enjoying the fruits of their deceitful labor. Their arrogance is demonstrated in 
how they "overpass the deeds of the wicked," illustrating that their wrongdoings surpass those typically 
associated with wickedness. The absence of justice for the vulnerable is emphasized in the statement, 
"they judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless," reflecting a profound failure to care for the 
marginalized and weak within society. This negligence stands in stark contrast to God’s commands and 
heart for justice. The verse poignantly captures the social injustice and moral bankruptcy that arises 
when those in power neglect their duty to uphold the rights of the needy. It serves to condemn 
complacency among the prosperous, reminding the audience that unchecked power and privilege can 
corrupt character and harm the very fabric of community.

Jeremiah 5:29

"Shall I not visit for these things? saith the Lord: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as 
this?"

Reiterating a previous theme, God again emphasizes the certainty of His judgment against the people 
for their heinous actions. The rhetorical questions "Shall I not visit for these things?" and "shall not my 
soul be avenged" highlight both the seriousness of their offenses and the inevitability of divine 
retribution. The phrase "such a nation as this" indicates that God has a particular concern for the 
covenant community of Israel, revealing the gravity of their betrayal and injustice. The repeated 
emphasis on God's judgment serves as a sobering reminder of the moral order that governs both 
individuals and societies, asserting that accountability is a necessary consequence of free will. This 
verse serves to evoke a sense of urgency among the people to recognize their sinful state and to repent 
before the time of reckoning arrives.

Jeremiah 5:30

"A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land;"

In this verse, God underscores the severity of the situation within Judah by characterizing it as both 
"wonderful and horrible." The juxtaposition of these terms highlights the complexity of the people’s 
condition—while one might find wonder in the sheer level of depravity, it is also a shocking, horrific 
reality. The word "wonderful" suggests that what has unfolded is extraordinary in its grotesqueness; 



evil has taken root in ways that defy comprehension or rational explanation. This phrase serves to 
capture the depth of moral failure present among the people, rejecting the notion that such behavior 
could be expected or accepted. God’s description calls attention to the need for profound repentance 
and transformation, recognizing that the reality of sin can often produce staggering consequences that 
affect the whole community. It is an indictment of the societal norms that have become accepted, 
imploring the people to reconsider their path amidst the chaos of spiritual decline.

Jeremiah 5:31

"The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it 
so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?"

In the concluding verse of the chapter, God provides a sharp indictment against both the prophets and 
priests, affirming that they have failed in their duties by delivering false prophecies and ruling for their 
own gain. The phrase "my people love to have it so" reveals a troubling reality: the people's willingness 
to accept and indulge in falsehoods rather than pursue the truth. This indicates a broader complicity in 
sinfulness where the deceived find comfort in their deceptive practices, leading to moral and spiritual 
complacency. The rhetorical question "what will ye do in the end thereof?" serves as a haunting 
reminder of the eventual consequences of their actions, urging the people to contemplate the dire 
implications of their choices. This verse encapsulates the themes of the entire chapter, emphasizing 
accountability, the responsibility of leaders, and the need for divine truth. It challenges the people to 
evaluate their spiritual state and to reconsider the trajectory they are on, ultimately calling them back to 
a place of repentance and faithfulness. 

CHAPTER 6:

Jeremiah 6:1
“O ye children of Benjamin, gather yourselves to flee out of the midst of Jerusalem, 
and blow the trumpet in Tekoah, and set up a sign of fire in Bethhaccerem: for evil 
appeareth out of the north, and great destruction.”
In this verse, the prophet Jeremiah addresses the people of Benjamin, urging them 
to evacuate Jerusalem due to impending danger. He encourages them to sound the 
alarm from Tekoah, a town south of Jerusalem, and to light a fire as a signal in 
Bethhaccerem, indicating the urgency of their flight. The imagery suggests that 
imminent destruction is approaching from the north, likely referring to the 
invasion of the Babylonian forces. This call to action reflects Jeremiah's deep 
concern for his people, directing them towards safety and preparing for calamity 
that he knows is inevitable. The mention of gathering and blowing the trumpet 
signifies the gravity of the situation—it's not merely a warning, but an urgent plea 
for survival.



Jeremiah 6:2
“I have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate woman.”
In this verse, Jeremiah uses a metaphor to describe the people of Jerusalem, particularly the "daughter 
of Zion," as a beautiful and delicate woman. This personification underscores the vulnerability and 
preciousness of Jerusalem and its inhabitants. The comparison to a comely woman evokes a sense of 
fragility, suggesting that Jerusalem, once proud and strong, is now in a state of risk and peril. The 
imagery implies that just as one would protect a delicate person, so too must the people acknowledge 
their need for divine protection and consider the consequences of their spiritual failures. The tenderness 
of this metaphor juxtaposes the harsh realities of impending judgment, highlighting the emotional 
weight of Jeremiah's prophetic message.

Jeremiah 6:3
“The shepherds with their flocks shall come unto her; they shall pitch their tents against her round 
about; they shall feed every one in his place.”
This verse foretells the encroachment of invading forces, likening them to shepherds leading their 
flocks. The "shepherds" symbolize the enemies who will surround Jerusalem, bringing destruction and 
feeding off the spoils of the city's ruin. The image of pitching tents around her connotes a complete 
siege—a strategy that isolates the city while the invaders prepare to take control. There is a stark 
contrast in this depiction between the nurturing role of actual shepherds, who care for their sheep, and 
the destructive roles of these invaders, who are about to lay waste to the land. The verse underscores 
the isolation and vulnerability of Jerusalem, as it will soon be encircled and unable to mount any 
successful defense against the forces set against it.

Jeremiah 6:4
“Prepare ye war against her; arise, and let us go up at noon. Woe unto us! for the day goeth away, for 
the shadows of the evening are stretched out.”
In this verse, the call to prepare for war signifies the urgency of the invasion against Jerusalem. The 
enemy is motivated and ready to take action at noon, suggesting that they are bold and confident in 
their approach. The lamentation, “Woe unto us!” reflects a deep sense of foreboding and 
acknowledgment of impending doom as the day fades into evening—a metaphor for the decreasing 
time left for Jerusalem to escape its fate. The mention of shadows implies that time is running out, 
emphasizing an existential dread among the defenders of the city. This verse captures the despair and 
seriousness of the situation, as the realization of inevitable conflict and destruction settles in.

Jeremiah 6:5
“Arise, and let us go by night, and let us destroy her palaces.”
This verse continues the rallying cry, urging aggressive action to invade Jerusalem under the cover of 
darkness. The shift to night-time tactics indicates a strategic approach by the invaders, as it allows them 
to carry out their plans without being seen or facing immediate resistance. The intention to "destroy her 
palaces" signifies not merely a military conquest but a symbolic act to dismantle the city's grandeur and 
glory, representing a total defeat. This destruction speaks to the loss of pride, stability, and security for 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Jeremiah illustrates the seriousness of the threat, emphasizing that this 
attack is not just on the physical structures but an assault on the very identity and heritage of the 
people.



Jeremiah 6:6
“For thus hath the Lord of hosts said, Hew ye down trees, and cast a mount against Jerusalem: this is 
the city to be visited; she is wholly oppression in the midst of her.”
In this verse, the command from the Lord emphasizes the divine decree regarding the impending 
judgment upon Jerusalem. The imagery of hewing down trees and casting up a mount refers to the 
preparation for siege warfare, as these actions would lay the groundwork for a successful attack. The 
phrase "this is the city to be visited" indicates a specific divine purpose; God is intimately aware of 
Jerusalem's situation and has determined that it will face consequences due to its persistent 
disobedience. The description of Jerusalem as “wholly oppression” reveals the moral and social decay 
within the city—indicating how corruption has become entrenched in its society, warranting divine 
judgment. It highlights the significance of both spiritual and societal degradation that invites calamity.

Jeremiah 6:7
“As a fountain casteth out her waters, so she casteth out her wickedness: violence and spoil is heard in 
her; before me continually is grief and wounds.”
This verse illustrates the overflowing nature of wickedness in Jerusalem, comparing it to the abundant 
waters of a fountain. Just as a fountain produces water continuously, the city produces violence and 
spoil—actions that disrupt peace and signify moral decay. The mention of "grief and wounds" suggests 
the emotional and physical suffering present in the city, drawing attention to the consequences of its 
corrupted state. This vivid imagery conveys how pervasive and ingrained sin has become within the 
community. The phrase "before me continually" indicates that God is not just a passive observer but is 
deeply affected by what He sees; the continual nature of the wrongs committed adds a heavy burden to 
the divine perspective, reflecting profound sorrow over Jerusalem's unrepentant heart.

Jeremiah 6:8
“Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul depart from thee; lest I make thee desolate, a land not 
inhabited.”
In this verse, God calls Jerusalem to heed His instruction to avoid the dire consequences of judgment. 
The warning is serious—indicating that there exists a possibility of divine withdrawal if the city does 
not repent and change its ways. The phrasing suggests an intimate relationship between God and His 
people, where His presence is tied to their faithfulness. The result of ignoring this warning would be 
desolation, described here as a land that is uninhabitable, signifying complete abandonment and ruin. It 
serves as a powerful reminder that the choices made by the people have tangible consequences, and 
their failure to respond positively to God’s call could lead to their utter destruction.

Jeremiah 6:9
“Thus saith the Lord of hosts, They shall thoroughly glean the remnant of Israel as a vine: turn back 
thine hand as a great gatherer into the baskets.”
This verse presents a metaphorical harvest, indicating that those who conquer Jerusalem will leave no 
stone unturned in their quest for judgment. The imagery of gleaning suggests a thorough and 
exhaustive search for the remnants of the people, similar to how a farmer collects every last grape from 
the vine. The term "turn back thine hand" conveys the idea of the gatherers being relentless in their 
pursuit. The remnant of Israel, once a symbol of hope and survival, is now portrayed as something to 
be collected and ensnared, which emphasizes the severity of judgment facing Jerusalem. The divine 



message here signifies that Israel's time of mercy has passed, and what remains will be pursued, 
emphasizing the completeness of the incoming destruction.

Jeremiah 6:10
“To whom shall I speak, and give warning that they may hear? behold, their ear is uncircumcised, and 
they cannot hearken: behold, the word of the Lord is unto them a reproach; they have no delight in it.”
In this poignant verse, Jeremiah expresses his frustration and despair over the people's unwillingness to 
listen to God's warnings. The graphic imagery of uncircumcised ears implies a state of spiritual 
uncleanliness or impurity, suggesting that the people are resistant to the messages meant for their 
redemption. The phrase "the word of the Lord is unto them a reproach" indicates that rather than 
valuing divine instruction, the people see it as something shameful or undesirable. This verse captures a 
profound gap between divine communication and human reception, illustrating the tragedy of a people 
who have turned away from God and the consequences that naturally follow from such rebellion. 
Jeremiah’s lament illustrates the deep sorrow felt by prophets when their calls for repentance go 
unheard.

Jeremiah 6:11
“Therefore I am full of the fury of the Lord; I am weary with holding in: I will pour it out upon the 
children abroad, and upon the assembly of young men together: for even the husband with the wife 
shall be taken, the aged with him that is full of days.”
This verse reveals Jeremiah's deep sense of urgency and the overwhelming emotion he feels regarding 
God's judgment. His declaration of being "full of the fury of the Lord" emphasizes a turning point; he 
can no longer restrain the divine wrath that has built up due to the persistent sin of the people. The 
imagery of pouring out this fury signifies a forthcoming judgment that will indiscriminately touch all 
members of society—from children to aged individuals—illustrating the comprehensive nature of 
God’s judgment. This collective consequence further highlights the seriousness of the situation and 
serves as a profound warning that the consequences of sin do not discriminate by age or status; God's 
judgment will be exhaustive and thorough.

Jeremiah 6:12
“And their houses shall be turned unto others, with their fields and wives together: for I will stretch out 
my hand upon the inhabitants of the land, saith the Lord.”
In this verse, God declares that the loss inflicted upon the people of Jerusalem will not only be physical 
but also deeply personal, as their homes, fields, and families will be taken away. The phrase "turned 
unto others" signifies the dispossession of the people, reinforcing the idea of a complete upheaval of 
their lives as a result of divine judgment. This deep loss involves both material possessions and 
relationships, painting a bleak picture of a community facing utter devastation. The phrase "I will 
stretch out my hand" illustrates God's active involvement in the judgment process, emphasizing His 
sovereignty and authority over the fate of the inhabitants. This serves as a wake-up call, pushing the 
people to comprehend the grave reality of their actions and the resulting dire consequences.

Jeremiah 6:13
“For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is given to covetousness; and from 
the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely.”
This verse illustrates the pervasive nature of corruption within Jerusalem, asserting that all levels of 



society are guilty of greed and deceit. From the “least” to the “greatest,” it highlights no distinction; 
every person, regardless of status or role, has succumbed to covetousness. The reference to prophets 
and priests—leaders who should exemplify righteousness and truth—further amplifies the tragedy, 
indicating that even those in positions of spiritual authority are complicit in falsehood. This systemic 
breakdown of morality reaches every stratum of society, suggesting a societal cancer that threatens not 
only the physical existence of Jerusalem but also its moral and spiritual fabric. The weight of collective 
sin is clear; it warns of the inevitable consequences that arise when both leaders and followers abandon 
God’s mandates for selfish desires.

Jeremiah 6:14
“They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there 
is no peace.”
In this verse, Jeremiah condemns false prophets and leaders for offering superficial comfort and 
assurances of peace to the people of Jerusalem. Their attempts to "heal the hurt" are described as slight, 
emphasizing a lack of genuine care or depth in their healing—merely scratching the surface rather than 
addressing the root causes of the people's pain. The mantra of "Peace, peace" echoes the delusion that 
all is well, masking the underlying reality of conflict and calamity. This false optimism is dangerous, as 
it leads people to ignore the very real threats around them, making them even more vulnerable to 
impending destruction. Jeremiah's distress over this dishonesty reveals a profound concern for the 
spiritual welfare of the people; they are being misled at a critical juncture, and the consequences of this 
spiritual complacency will ultimately lead to their downfall.

Jeremiah 6:15
“Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither 
could they blush: therefore they shall fall among them that fall: at the time that I visit them they shall 
be cast down, saith the Lord.”
In this verse, Jeremiah highlights the utter moral decay of the people, noting their complete lack of 
shame for their abominable actions. The inability to blush signifies a desensitization to sin, revealing 
how far they have strayed from God’s standards of righteousness. This apathy towards wrongdoing 
reflects a deeper spiritual darkness where sin is normalized, and the sense of accountability has 
diminished. By proclaiming that they "shall fall among them that fall," God indicates that they will 
experience the same fate as those who have already faced judgment. The idea of being "cast down" at 
the time of divine visitation signifies a severe awakening, where the consequences of their actions 
become painfully real. This sobering declaration underscores the urgency of repentance, serving as a 
stark warning of the repercussions of persistent sin.

Jeremiah 6:16
“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein.”
This verse presents a divine invitation to the people of Jerusalem to pause, reflect, and seek out the "old 
paths"—the ancient ways of righteousness and faithfulness that lead to true peace and fulfillment. God 
encourages His people to consider the wisdom of His ways, claiming that walking in them would yield 
rest for their souls. This rest signifies tranquility and divine favor, contrasting sharply with the turmoil 
resulting from their current lifestyles. However, the stark rejection of this invitation reflects a tragic 



choice; the people stubbornly declare, "We will not walk therein," demonstrating their unwillingness to 
heed God's guidance. This refusal encapsulates the gravity of human free will, revealing the desperate 
need for individuals to respond positively to divine calls. It emphasizes the heartbreaking reality of 
rejecting a path that promises peace, ultimately leading them on a destructive trajectory.

Jeremiah 6:17
“Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not 
hearken.”
In this verse, God speaks of the watchmen He has appointed—messengers and prophets tasked with 
warning the people of impending danger and urging them to uphold righteousness. The sound of the 
trumpet symbolizes a call to attention, a clarion call for the people to be vigilant. However, once again, 
the response is one of defiance; the people declare, "We will not hearken," demonstrating a willful 
rejection of the warnings being offered. This highlights the consequences of ignoring prophetic voices 
and divine admonition, emphasizing that the responsibility lies with the people to respond. The notion 
of watchmen carries a weight of accountability, underscoring that God, in His mercy, provides 
warnings and guidance, yet the people’s continued refusal only increases their culpability in the face of 
judgment.

Jeremiah 6:18
“Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O congregation, what is among them.”
Here, God shifts the focus beyond Jerusalem to the surrounding nations, instructing them to witness 
and understand the dire situation among His people. The phrase “hear, ye nations” serves to establish a 
broader witness to the failures and judgments facing Jerusalem. It acts as a call for accountability and 
awareness not only for Israel but also for other nations, acknowledging that their behavior has 
implications that resonate far beyond their borders. By addressing the "congregation," which may refer 
to the assembly of Israel, God amplifies the sense of communal responsibility for the moral decay 
prevalent in the city. This revelation suggests that the consequences of Israel’s actions will not only 
impact their immediate surroundings but also serve as a cautionary tale for others, urging vigilance 
against similar declines into sin.

Jeremiah 6:19
“Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they 
have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it.”
In this solemn proclamation, God takes the message to an even wider audience by addressing the earth 
itself, signifying the gravity of the impending judgment on the people. The notion of bringing “evil 
upon this people” underscores that the consequences are a direct result of their thoughts and actions; 
the metaphor of fruit illustrates that they will reap what they have sown. The acknowledgment of their 
failure to heed God’s words and laws signifies a collective turning away from divine instruction. This 
rejection not only affects their standing with God but brings about inevitable consequences that will 
reverberate through their lives and history. The seriousness of their obstinacy before God is clear; it 
paints a picture of the tragic outcome that follows a deliberate choice to ignore divine guidance.

Jeremiah 6:20
“To what purpose cometh there to me incence from Sheba, and the sweet cane from a far country? your 
burnt offerings are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet unto me.”



In this verse, God expresses disdain for the religious offerings and rituals rendered by His people, 
suggesting that external practices devoid of genuine faith and repentance are meaningless. The incense 
from Sheba and sweet cane–symbolic of valuable gifts and offerings–are shown to have no real value 
to God in the absence of true obedience and righteousness. This critical indictment reveals that the 
people's attempts to please God through sacrifices are futile if their hearts are not aligned with His will. 
It underscores that acceptable worship is not merely about outward expressions but an authentic 
relationship that reflects obedience and reverence. The rejection of these offerings serves as a powerful 
warning against empty rituals, reminding them that God desires heartfelt devotion over mere 
ceremonial observance.

Jeremiah 6:21
“Therefore thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will lay stumblingblocks before this people, and the fathers 
and the sons together shall fall upon them; the neighbor and his friend shall perish.”
In this verse, God declares the consequences of the people's disobedience, stating that He will place 
stumbling blocks before them as a means of judgment. This metaphor illustrates that their lack of heed 
to God’s warnings and rejection of His laws will result in obstacles that lead to their downfall. The 
phrase "the fathers and the sons together shall fall" signifies a collective fate, indicating that the 
repercussions of sin will affect all generations and relationships within the community. There is a deep 
sense of tragedy in the way family bonds and friendships will unravel and perish in the face of divine 
judgment. This sobering prediction emphasizes the far-reaching impact of sin and rebellion against 
God, leading to destruction not just for individuals but for the entire collective society.

Jeremiah 6:22
“Thus saith the Lord, Behold, a people cometh from the north country, and a great nation shall be 
raised from the sides of the earth.”
This verse introduces the impending invasion as a significant event, highlighting that a formidable 
people will arise from the north, indicating the imminent threat from Babylonian forces. This “great 
nation” represents both military power and divine instrumentality in executing judgment against the 
disobedient people of Jerusalem. The phrase "sides of the earth" suggests the expansive reach of this 
nation, underscoring their prowess and the seriousness of the threat. God's declaration serves as a 
reminder that the judgment of His people is not only a matter of national security but also a profound 
spiritual reckoning. The imagery indicates that there are larger forces at play—both geopolitical and 
divine—and that the outcome of the struggles ahead is ultimately under God's sovereign control.

Jeremiah 6:23
“They shall lay hold on bow and spear; they are cruel, and have no mercy; their voice shall roar like the 
sea, and they shall ride upon horses, everyone put in array, like a man to the battle against thee, O 
daughter of Zion.”
In this vivid depiction, Jeremiah characterizes the invading army as fierce and merciless, armed with 
bows and spears, ready for combat. The description of their behavior as "cruel" emphasizes the 
brutality that will be unleashed upon Jerusalem. The roar of their voice likened to the sea evokes 
imagery of overwhelming chaos and loudness, instilling fear in the hearts of the besieged. Additionally, 
the portrayal of the soldiers as “everyone put in array” suggests an organized and disciplined force, 
dedicated to overcoming the city. This verse serves to underscore the scale and intensity of the 



impending assault on Jerusalem, reinforcing the notion that their fate is dire and the nature of the 
conflict will be relentless, reminding the people of the serious consequences of their actions.

Jeremiah 6:24
“We have heard the fame thereof; our hands wax feeble: anguish hath taken hold of us, and pain, as of a 
woman in travail.”
In this verse, the impending dread of the invasion begins to settle in on the people of Jerusalem. The 
knowledge of this great nation coming causes them to experience physical and emotional weakness, as 
reflected in the phrase "our hands wax feeble." There is an element of panic and despair, illustrated 
through the imagery of childbirth; just as a woman in travail experiences anguish and pain as she 
approaches the moment of birth, so too do the people feel an overwhelming burden as they anticipate 
the moment of judgment. This expression of suffering underscores the psychological toll that the 
knowledge of their fate brings, conveying not just fear of the physical assault but a deep existential 
despair over their collective future. It marks a profound turning point that captures the distress of a 
people facing their imminent demise.

Jeremiah 6:25
“Go not forth into the field, nor walk by the way; for the sword of the enemy and fear is on every side.”
In this verse, God warns the people to remain indoors, highlighting the perilous state prevailing in 
Jerusalem. The instruction “go not forth into the field” underscores a sense of urgency and danger; the 
enemy’s presence is so pervasive that safety cannot be found even outside one’s home. The sword of 
the enemy represents imminent death and destruction, while the phrase “fear is on every side” conveys 
a heightened sense of vulnerability and anxiety among the populace. This passage starkly illustrates the 
hopelessness of their situation—wherever they turn, they face danger. The tone is one of grave 
seriousness, reminding the people that the judgment has reached a critical juncture where even 
normalcy in their daily lives is no longer possible, emphasizing the all-consuming reality of their dire 
predicament.

Jeremiah 6:26
“O daughter of my people, gird thee with sackcloth, and wallow thyself in ashes: make thee mourning, 
as for an only son, most bitter lamentation: for the spoiler shall suddenly come upon us.”
In this verse, God calls upon the people to demonstrate profound mourning and repentance through the 
acts of putting on sackcloth and covering themselves with ashes, traditional symbols of grief and 
mourning in biblical times. The phrase "as for an only son" emphasizes the depth of loss they are to 
feel, evoking an emotional response comparable to the grief of losing a beloved child. This deep 
lamentation is a poignant reminder of the severity of judgment that is coming upon them—the "spoiler" 
who will suddenly invade and take what they hold dear. The emotional weight of this verse 
encapsulates the call for heartfelt repentance, recognizing the dire need for turning back to God amidst 
the impending judgment. The imagery brings to light the seriousness of their situation, pushing them to 
understand the weight of what they face.

Jeremiah 6:27
“I have set thee for a tower and a fortress among my people, that thou mayest know and try their way.”
In this verse, God affirms Jeremiah’s role as both a watchman and a prophet, illustrating the 
significance of his position among the people. The imagery of being a "tower and a fortress" 



symbolizes strength and protection, emphasizing that his role is to help the people understand the path 
they are on and to test their allegiance to God. This calling suggests a divine expectation that Jeremiah 
will provide guidance, warning, and clarity to a people blinded by their sin. His unique position allows 
him to see the reality of their ways and challenge them to reconsider their actions. This verse also 
implies a divine sense of purpose; Jeremiah is not only a messenger of warning but is integral to the 
process of bringing the people to realize their spiritual state. The dual role of strength and discernment 
underscores the importance of prophecy in leading a nation back to God.

Jeremiah 6:28
“They are all grievous revolters, walking with slanders: they are brass and iron; they are all corrupters.”
In this verse, Jeremiah paints a stark picture of the moral state of the people, labeling them as "grievous 
revolters" who engage in slanderous behavior. This characterization emphasizes their obstinacy and 
rebellion against God’s ways. The reference to "brass and iron" evokes an image of hard-heartedness 
and resilience in their corruption, suggesting they are impervious to correction and resistant to change. 
By calling them "all corrupters," Jeremiah highlights the pervasive nature of their sin, signaling that 
corruption has taken root in every part of society. This depiction serves to illustrate both the internal 
and external moral degradation within the community, warning of the severe consequences of such 
collective disobedience. It paints a troubling portrait of a society that has systematically abandoned the 
principles of justice and righteousness.

Jeremiah 6:29
“The bellows are burnt, the lead is consumed of the fire; the founder melteth in vain: for the wicked are 
not plucked away.”
In this verse, Jeremiah uses imagery from metalworking to express the futility of the people's situation. 
The “burnt bellows” and “consumed lead” suggest that efforts to purify and refine have ultimately 
failed and that the process of judgment and correction is rendered ineffective because the “wicked are 
not plucked away.” Despite the heat of judgment, the stubbornness of the people keeps them from 
being reshaped or made new. The mention of the founder melting in vain speaks to the deeper reality of 
labor and suffering resulting in a lack of transformation. This powerful metaphor conveys a sense of 
frustration, indicating that despite all efforts at reform or correction, the people have remained steadfast 
in their wickedness. Ultimately, it reinforces the severity and hopelessness of their situation, portraying 
a community that is resistant to change and oblivious to the dire need for repentance.

Jeremiah 6:30
“Reprobate silver shall men call them, because the Lord hath rejected them.”
In this closing verse of the chapter, God’s judgment is underscored with the declaration that the people 
will be regarded as “reprobate silver”—metals that are worthless due to their impurities, signifying how 
they have become unacceptable in God’s sight. The term "reprobate" indicates a state of being rejected 
or cast away, reflecting the consequence of their ongoing rebellion and lack of repentance. This 
imagery emphasizes that just as one discards precious metals that do not meet quality standards, God is 
rejecting His people who have chosen the path of wickedness. This final pronouncement serves as a 
grave reminder that their actions have led to forfeiting their value and relationship with God, calling for 
immediate reflection and change before it is too late. The sentiment here encapsulates Jeremiah’s 



prophetic warning throughout the chapter, emphasizing the critical need for repentance and realignment 
with God’s will.

CHAPTER 7:

Jeremiah 7:1

"The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,"

In this opening verse, we see the prophetic task of Jeremiah being established as he receives a direct 
message from the Lord. The phrase "the word that came to Jeremiah" signifies a divine authority 
behind the message, underscoring the importance of what is to follow. Jeremiah, chosen as a prophet, 
serves as a mouthpiece for Yahweh, reflecting God’s desire to communicate with His people in a time 
of moral and spiritual decline. This instance sets the tone for the ensuing dialogue, which will address 
the inhabitants of Judah, calling them to accountability and highlighting God’s covenant relationship 
with them.

Jeremiah 7:2

"Stand in the gate of the LORD's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the 
LORD, all ye of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship the LORD."

In this verse, God instructs Jeremiah to stand at the gate of the temple—an important spiritual hub for 
the people of Judah—and proclaim His message. This action symbolizes a pivotal moment where 
Jeremiah is tasked to confront worshippers entering the temple with their rituals and sacrifices. The 
exhortation, "Hear the word of the LORD," emphasizes the urgency and necessity of listening to divine 
guidance. His call is directed towards "all ye of Judah," which signifies a collective responsibility 
among the people, urging them to examine their hearts and actions as they approach worship. It sets a 
stage for confrontation, for many would come seeking favor while living in disobedience.

Jeremiah 7:3

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause 
you to dwell in this place."

Here, God, through Jeremiah, calls for repentance with the phrase "Amend your ways and your 
doings." The term "amend" highlights the need for genuine transformation in behavior, indicating that 
the people’s current practices and lifestyles were unacceptable. The promise that follows, "I will cause 
you to dwell in this place," reinforces God's desire to protect and bless His people, contingent upon 
their obedience. It highlights the covenant relationship wherein faithfulness to God would result in His 
continued presence and blessing in Jerusalem. This is a powerful invitation to return to righteousness 
and underscores a conditional future based on the people’s choices.

Jeremiah 7:4

"Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, The temple of 
the LORD, are these."



In this verse, we encounter a warning against misplaced trust. The people of Judah had begun to rely on 
the physical structure of the temple as a false sense of security, believing that its mere presence 
guaranteed their safety and favor with God. The repeated phrase "The temple of the LORD" serves to 
illustrate their misguided confidence in religious rituals rather than a genuine relationship with God. 
Jeremiah’s admonition to "Trust ye not in lying words" calls attention to the deceptive nature of their 
beliefs—essentially, God is disavowing the idea that His dwelling place could compensate for their 
unfaithfulness. It serves as a crucial reminder that religiosity without sincerity is futile.

Jeremiah 7:5

"For if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly execute judgment between a 
man and his neighbour;"

In this verse, God's call for repentance intensifies as He emphasizes the need for a thorough and 
complete amendment of their ways. The phrase "thoroughly amend" suggests that half-hearted efforts 
would not suffice; genuine reform must permeate every aspect of their actions. Furthermore, the 
directive to "execute judgment between a man and his neighbour" highlights the importance of social 
justice and ethical behavior within the community. God’s concern encompasses not only individual 
conduct but also how they treat one another. This holiness and accountability are crucial for the 
restoration of social order and community welfare, reflecting God’s nature and expectations for His 
people.

Jeremiah 7:6

"If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, 
neither walk after other gods to your hurt:"

This verse outlines specific behaviors that the people of Judah must correct to align with God's will. 
The mention of the "stranger, the fatherless, and the widow" signifies God’s concern for the most 
vulnerable members of society, indicating that justice and compassion are high priorities in His eyes. 
By instructing them not to "shed innocent blood" and avoid idolatry, God is calling for a moral and 
ethical revival. Each of these prohibitions serves to illustrate a broader principle of social 
righteousness, showing that true worship cannot exist alongside such grievous sins. Here, God 
emphasizes the holistic nature of their faith where justice, mercy, and proper worship must coexist.

Jeremiah 7:7

"Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever."

God reiterates His promise of restoration and security contingent on the people's repentance and 
righteousness. The phrase "Then will I cause you to dwell in this place" underscores a reciprocal 
relationship; God's blessings are promised in response to their changed behavior. The mention of the 
"land that I gave to your fathers" reminds them of their heritage and the covenantal blessings tied to 
their ancestors. The invocation of "for ever and ever" speaks of the permanence of this promise, should 
they choose the path of obedience and faithfulness. This verse encapsulates a profound hope for 
redemption and restoration, demonstrating God's unwavering commitment to His people.



Jeremiah 7:8

"Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit."

Once again, Jeremiah warns the people about the false security they cling to. The phrase "lying words, 
that cannot profit" reflects God's disdain for their misplaced hope in empty rhetoric and superficial 
spirituality. This denunciation serves to awaken the people from their spiritual slumber, revealing their 
reliance on harmful beliefs and misleading reassurances. This is a critical moment where the choice 
between truth and deception is laid bare, emphasizing that only genuine faith and obedience can lead to 
true benefit and prosperity. The warning highlights a severe spiritual crisis—one that demands honest 
introspection and a return to authentic worship.

Jeremiah 7:9

"Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk 
after other gods whom ye know not;"

In this verse, Jeremiah lists a series of egregious sins that have become prevalent among the people, 
creating a vivid picture of their moral decline. The rhetorical questions punctuate the gravity of their 
transgressions by emphasizing that these acts are in direct opposition to God’s commandments. The 
inclusion of both social and spiritual offenses—stealing, murder, adultery, false swearing, and idolatry
—highlights the community’s pervasive corruption. The phrase "and walk after other gods whom ye 
know not" speaks to the disconnection between the people and their true God. This stark reminder 
illustrates how their actions contradict their identity as the covenant people of Yahweh and which must 
be renounced for restoration to occur.

Jeremiah 7:10

"And come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, We are delivered 
to do all these abominations?"

Here, God exposes the hypocrisy of the people who think they can engage in sinful behaviors while 
still entering the temple, which bears His name. The act of coming to stand before God in the temple—
while simultaneously living in blatant disobedience—reveals a fundamental misunderstanding of the 
nature of God and worship. The rhetorical query “We are delivered to do all these abominations?” 
positions their attitude of entitlement against the backdrop of divine justice, illuminating the absurdity 
of their thinking. This verse serves as a jarring indictment of the false confidence they placed in their 
identity as temple worshippers, calling them to recognize the incongruence between their actions and 
their professed faith.

Jeremiah 7:11

"Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? behold, even I have 
seen it, saith the LORD."

In this powerful verse, God issues a stern condemnation of the temple, referring to it as a "den of 
robbers," which deeply critiques the people's actions. The temple, originally intended to be a place of 



worship and reflection, has been sullied by corruption and exploitation. This metaphor signifies that the 
house of the Lord has become a sanctuary not for reverence, but for immoral acts. God’s declaration, 
“even I have seen it,” emphasizes His omnipresence and omniscience, making it clear that nothing is 
hidden from His sight. This assertion reinforces the gravity of their situation, calling them to a sobering 
realization that their unjust behaviors dishonor the sacred space meant for divine communion.

Jeremiah 7:12

"But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I set my name at the first, and see what I did 
to it for the wickedness of my people Israel."

In this verse, God directs the people to reflect on Shiloh, the first dwelling place of the ark of the 
covenant, as a historical lesson on divine judgment. By stating, "see what I did to it for the wickedness 
of my people Israel," God calls upon the people to witness the consequences of disobedience and 
idolatry firsthand. Shiloh stands as a grave reminder of how God removed His presence and favor due 
to the corruption of His people. This invitation to remember the fate of Shiloh serves as a warning that 
the current situation in Jerusalem may lead to a similar outcome if repentance is not forthcoming. It 
invokes the historical consciousness of the people, urging them to learn from the past to avoid 
repeating the same mistakes.

Jeremiah 7:13

"And now, because ye have done all these works, saith the LORD, and I spake unto you, rising up early 
and speaking, but ye heard not; and I called you, but ye answered not;"

This verse expresses God's deep sense of frustration and sorrow over the persistent disobedience of His 
people. The phrase "I spake unto you, rising up early" evokes the imagery of God’s diligent and 
continuous efforts to reach His people, showing His patience and commitment. However, their response
—or lack thereof—is chilling; "ye heard not" and "ye answered not" encapsulate their spiritual 
deafness and apathy. This lack of response is not merely an oversight but represents a willful rebellion 
against God’s calls for repentance. The emphasis on God’s attempts contrasts sharply with the people’s 
indifference, highlighting the relational breakdown between the Almighty and His chosen people, and 
demonstrating the gravity of their refusal to heed divine warning.

Jeremiah 7:14

"Therefore will I do unto this house, which is called by my name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place 
which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh."

Here, God conveys a prophetic and severe message: because of their continued rebellion, He will treat 
the temple in Jerusalem—once a place of refuge—as He treated Shiloh. This pronouncement indicates 
the seriousness of their situation, where their false sense of security in the temple is violently stripped 
away. God’s looming judgment reflects that trust in a physical structure, rather than in a genuine 
relationship, is futile. By declaring that He will act in accordance with past judgments, God 
underscores the consistency of His holiness and justice. The warning sharpens as the people are 



reminded that their cherished place of worship could face the same fate as Shiloh if they do not turn 
back to Him with sincerity and righteousness.

Jeremiah 7:15

"And I will cast you out of my sight, as I have cast out all your brethren, even the whole seed of 
Ephraim."

In this verse, God’s judgment is clearly articulated. The phrase "I will cast you out of my sight" 
signifies a complete estrangement between God and His people, demonstrating how severe their 
transgressions have become. The reference to "the whole seed of Ephraim" serves as a historical 
reminder of the northern kingdom's fall due to similar unfaithfulness. By connecting the fate of Judah 
to that of Ephraim, God warns that just as the northern tribes were exiled for their disobedience, so too 
can Judah expect judgment. This evokes a sense of urgency and a call to repentance, as God’s past 
actions serve as a terrifying foreshadowing of what could happen if they continue in their ways.

Jeremiah 7:16

"Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry nor prayer for them, neither make 
intercession to me: for I will not hear thee."

In this striking proclamation, God instructs Jeremiah not to pray for the people of Judah, indicating a 
point of no return due to their persistent obstinacy and rebellion. This command reveals the gravity of 
their situation; their hearts are hardened to such an extent that petitioning for them is futile. The phrase 
"I will not hear thee" suggests a divine decision to withhold mercy, emphasizing God's righteous anger 
toward continuous disobedience. The directive not to intercede underscores God’s sovereign authority 
over judgment and mercy, highlighting that there are moments when the consequences of one’s actions 
irrevocably set the course of a nation. This verse encapsulates a somber reality for the people and 
emphasizes the seriousness of their spiritual condition.

Jeremiah 7:17

"Seest thou not what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?"

God, through Jeremiah, challenges the prophet to observe the moral decay in the cities of Judah and 
Jerusalem. The rhetorical question "Seest thou not what they do?" implores a reflective examination of 
the rampant sin and injustice that permeates society. This inquiry positions Jeremiah, and ultimately the 
readers, to confront the harsh realities of the people's actions—contrasting the intended purity of 
worship with the corruption and disobedience evident in their daily lives. This call for awareness 
emphasizes that genuine repentance must be grounded in a truthful acknowledgment of sin. God’s 
desire is not merely for outward compliance but for an authentic transformation that stems from 
recognizing the depths of their transgressions.



Jeremiah 7:18

"The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make 
cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke 
me to anger."

In this verse, God paints a vivid picture of idolatrous practices actively taking place within families, 
showcasing how deeply entrenched these rituals are in the life of the community. The imagery of 
"children gather wood" and "fathers kindle the fire" illustrates a collective involvement in worshiping 
the "queen of heaven," highlighting the generational nature of this spiritual rebellion against Yahweh. 
The act of preparing offerings to other deities indicates a flagrant disregard for God’s commandments 
and a willful pursuit of actions that provoke divine anger. This verse illustrates the insidious nature of 
idolatry that penetrates familial structures, showing how collective sin can lead to further moral decay 
in society and provoke God's judgment.

Jeremiah 7:19

"Do they provoke me to anger? saith the LORD: do they not provoke themselves to the confusion of 
their own faces?"

In this rhetorical inquiry, God emphasizes that the sin of idolatry not only angers Him but also results 
in self-detriment for the people. The repetition in "Do they provoke me to anger?" serves to heighten 
the awareness of the gravity of their actions, revealing the stupidity of their rebellion. The phrase "to 
the confusion of their own faces" indicates a profound irony; as they seek fulfillment in false worship, 
they only bring about their own shame and ruin. This verse powerfully teaches that rebellion against 
God does not only elicit divine wrath but ultimately leads to internal discord and chaos, demonstrating 
that sinful choices bear destructive consequences that affect personal and communal identity.

Jeremiah 7:20

"Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, mine anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this 
place, upon man, and upon beast, and upon the trees of the field, and upon the fruit of the ground; and 
it shall burn, and shall not be quenched."

In this verse, God makes it explicitly clear that His wrath is imminent and comprehensive in nature. 
The phrase "Behold, mine anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this place" signifies an intense 
and uncontrollable reaction to the persistent rebellion of the people. The scope of God’s impending 
judgment encompasses not just humans but extends to all of creation—"upon man, and upon beast, and 
upon the trees of the field, and upon the fruit of the ground." This holistic destruction highlights the 
interconnectedness of humanity and creation and underscores the gravity of sin's reach. The final 
statement that it "shall burn, and shall not be quenched" serves as a dire warning of irrevocable 
consequences; God’s judgment will be thorough and unstoppable, demonstrating the seriousness of 
their actions and the inescapable nature of divine retribution.



Jeremiah 7:21

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Put your burnt offerings unto your sacrifices, and eat 
flesh."

This verse brings a sharp twist to the ongoing dialogue about sacrifices and offerings, introducing a 
disconcerting command from God. The phrase "Put your burnt offerings unto your sacrifices" suggests 
that their ritualistic offerings are meaningless if not accompanied by genuine faith and righteousness. 
God denounces their practices by implying that the people could eat their sacrifices themselves rather 
than offering them out of a sense of obligation or hypocrisy. This statement reflects God's desire for 
heartfelt obedience rather than empty rituals, indicating that their misguided attempts at worship can no 
longer cover the deep-seated injustices and sins in their lives. It serves a dual purpose: a call to 
recognize the futility of hollow worship and a backdrop against which God’s desire for true repentance 
can be highlighted.

Jeremiah 7:22

"For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I brought them out of the land 
of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices:"

Here, God emphasizes that His covenant with Israel was not primarily about the act of sacrifices but the 
relationship established with obedience to His commands. By stating "I spake not unto your fathers, nor 
commanded them," God illustrates that the core of His liberation of Israel from Egypt was to forge a 
covenant rooted in love and fidelity rather than mere ritual. The mention of the Exodus serves as a 
sacred historical reference to the divine initiative that brought the people into an abiding relationship 
with Him. This contrast underscores that God’s focus is not on the performance of rituals but on the 
alignment of hearts and behaviors with His will. It calls into question the people's understanding of 
worship and emphasizes that true allegiance to God necessitates a commitment beyond offerings.

Jeremiah 7:23

"But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my 
people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you."

In this verse, God clarifies the essence of the covenant He established with His people: obedience to 
His voice is the key to a flourishing relationship. The promises "I will be your God" and "ye shall be 
my people" articulate the deep and reciprocal nature of their covenant, where adherence to God's 
commands leads to the well-being of the people. The phrase "walk ye in all the ways" emphasizes a 
holistic lifestyle of faith—one that must encompass every facet of their lives. This verse conveys the 
profound truth that true worship is not about the superficial observance of rituals but is expressed 
through genuine obedience that flows from love and respect for God’s authority. It sets the standard for 
what true religion looks like—a life lived in accordance with divine will leading to mutual blessing.

Jeremiah 7:24

"But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the counsels and in the imagination of 
their evil heart, and went backward, and not forward."



God laments the persistent defiance of His people in this verse. The repetition of "hearkened not" and 
"inclined their ear" highlights their refusal to listen to His voice, representing a tragic choice to close 
themselves off from divine wisdom and correction. By choosing to walk "in the counsels and in the 
imagination of their evil heart," they exhibit a profound disconnect from God’s truth, opting instead for 
the allure of their own wicked designs. The phrase "went backward, and not forward" symbolizes 
regression—a shirking of growth and righteousness in favor of a path that leads away from God. This 
captures the destructive cycle of sin, marking a critical observation that the rejection of God's ways 
results in a march toward destruction rather than progression toward life and blessing.

Jeremiah 7:25

"Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day I have even sent unto 
you all my servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them."

In this verse, God lays out the long and faithful history of His engagement with the people Israel, 
emphasizing His persistent call to repentance through the prophets. The timeline from their exodus 
from Egypt to the present underscores God’s unwavering commitment to guiding them toward 
righteousness, demonstrating His patience and desire for a restoration of their relationship. The 
imagery of "daily rising up early" establishes a sense of urgency and dedication on God's part, 
indicating that He has continually sought them, longing for their return to the covenant. Despite His 
loving efforts, this verse implicitly contrasts the prophets' faithfulness with the people's willful 
obstinacy, further illuminating the heart-wrenching disconnect that has led them to the brink of 
judgment.

Jeremiah 7:26

"Yet they hearkened not unto me, nor inclined their ear, but hardened their neck: they did worse than 
their fathers."

In this evocative statement, God reiterates the extent of the people’s rebellion. Despite His persistent 
efforts, they remained utterly unresponsive, characterized by a refusal to listen and a hardening of their 
hearts—"hardened their neck." This metaphor reveals an obstinate and rebellious stance against divine 
correction, akin to stubborn livestock resisting guidance. God’s assertion that "they did worse than their 
fathers" underscores the escalated nature of their sins, as the current generation has not only repeated 
the failures of their ancestors but has compounded them. This verse encapsulates the tragedy of 
unrepentance, where history not only repeats itself but intensifies, leading to a deepening divide 
between God and His people.

Jeremiah 7:27

"Therefore thou shalt speak all these words unto them; but they will not hearken to thee: thou shalt call 
unto them; but they will not answer thee."

God prepares Jeremiah for the inevitable rejection of his message, ensuring the prophet understands 
that God’s word will fall on deaf ears. The stark reality that "they will not hearken to thee" underscores 
the profound spiritual blindness and resistance that defines the people. This solemn declaration 



highlights the futility of Jeremiah’s mission, where despite his faithful delivery of God’s commands, 
their hearts remain unyielding. The phrase "they will not answer thee" reflects their complete disregard 
for God’s warnings—an indication of a covenant relationship severely fractured by disobedience. This 
verse serves as a grim reminder that prophetic messages can be met with hostility and rejection, 
highlighting the tension that exists between divine truth and human stubbornness.

Jeremiah 7:28

"But thou shalt say unto them, This is a nation that obeyeth not the voice of the LORD their God, nor 
receiveth correction: truth is perished, and is cut off from their mouth."

Here, God instructs Jeremiah to declare the sad state of the nation of Judah. The phrase "a nation that 
obeyeth not the voice of the LORD" succinctly captures their spiritual condition, which is defined by 
rebellion and a refusal to accept God’s guidance. By stating "nor receiveth correction," God emphasizes 
the people’s unwillingness to be taught or redirected, illustrating a stubbornness that exacerbates their 
plight. The proclamation that "truth is perished" signifies a profound departure from righteousness and 
the abandonment of God’s standards for justice and morality. This statement paints a mournful picture 
of a society in deep moral decay, where the core principles of honesty and righteousness have been 
eliminated from discourse, highlighting the dire consequences of turning away from divine truth.

Jeremiah 7:29

"Cut off thine hair, O Jerusalem, and cast it away, and take up a lamentation on high places; for the 
LORD hath rejected and forsaken the generation of his wrath."

In this verse, God commands Jerusalem to take visible action in response to His rejection of the people, 
with "Cut off thine hair" serving as a poignant symbol of grief and mourning. In ancient cultures, 
cutting one’s hair could signify deep sorrow or loss, and here, it reflects the spiritual desolation facing 
the community. The call to "take up a lamentation on high places" suggests a public expression of 
sorrow for their sins and the judgment that they face. God’s pronouncement that "the LORD hath 
rejected and forsaken the generation of his wrath" encapsulates the weight of their transgression, 
indicating that His patience has worn thin due to their persistent disobedience. This verse embodies the 
dual themes of tragedy and consequence, capturing the emotional and spiritual toll of their 
unfaithfulness.

Jeremiah 7:30

"For the children of Judah have done evil in my sight, saith the LORD: they have set their 
abominations in the house which is called by my name, to pollute it."

God articulates the wrongdoing of Judah with grave seriousness, identifying their actions as "evil in my 
sight." The phrase highlights God's perspective, where their moral failures are laid bare and judged. By 
recognizing that "they have set their abominations in the house which is called by my name," God 
exposes the irony of their defilement of the temple, which was meant to be a sacred space of worship. 
The term "pollute it" illustrates the gravity of their sins as they have created a contrasting environment 
of idolatry within a house designated for divine worship. This verse serves as a stark indictment of the 



spiritual condition of Judah, signaling a deep betrayal of their covenant obligations and a serious 
violation of what it means to be God’s chosen people.

Jeremiah 7:31

"And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn 
their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded them not, neither came it into my heart."

In this shocking revelation, God condemns the practice of child sacrifice that has taken root in Judah, 
specifically mentioning the high places of Tophet. This act embodies the ultimate betrayal of their faith, 
demonstrating the depths of their depravity. The valley of Hinnom, associated with such horrific rituals, 
amplifies the horror of their actions, showcasing how far they have strayed from God's commands. By 
stating "which I commanded them not, neither came it into my heart," God underscores that these 
practices were not only outside His will; they were abhorrent to Him. This verse powerfully illustrates 
the abominable nature of their sin and the extent of their moral failure, revealing a people who have 
completely forsaken God’s commandments for the sake of pagan worship.

Jeremiah 7:32

"Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be called Tophet, nor the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter: for they shall bury in Tophet, till there be no 
place."

With this pronouncement, God prophesies a bleak future for the valley of Hinnom, transforming its 
reputation forever. The future name, "the valley of slaughter," starkly signals impending judgment, 
indicating a time when the consequences of sin will come to fruition. By renaming the valley, God 
communicates the seriousness of the sin committed there, and the resulting devastation is now 
associated with the location. The statement "till there be no place" suggests catastrophic loss and the 
overpowering nature of God's judgment, where an excess of death signifies the dire outcome of 
unrepentance. This verse serves as a gruesome forewarning, encapsulating the tragic descent of a nation 
into destruction as a result of their choices.

Jeremiah 7:33

"And the carcasses of this people shall be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the 
earth; and none shall fray them away."

In this vivid imagery, God reveals the grim fate that awaits the people of Judah, indicating a complete 
and utter defeat. The phrase "the carcasses of this people shall be meat" depicts the stark reality of 
judgment, where death and desolation reign supreme. The reference to "fowls of the heaven, and for the 
beasts of the earth" highlights the lack of honor in death that their rebellion has wrought; instead of 
proper burial and dignity, they will become food for scavengers. The phrase "and none shall fray them 
away" indicates a total lack of protection, suggesting that calamity will come upon them in a way that 
cannot be mitigated. This verse emphasizes the unyielding consequences of turning away from God, 
illustrating the severity of divine judgment against unrepentant sin.



Jeremiah 7:34

"Then will I cause to cease from the cities of Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of 
mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride: for the land 
shall be desolate."

In a chilling conclusion to this chapter, God declares a complete cessation of joy and celebration in 
Judah as a result of their continued disobedience. The phrase "the voice of mirth, and the voice of 
gladness" signals that life as they knew it—filled with joy and community—will be replaced with 
desolation and despair. The specific mention of "the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the 
bride" points to the sacred celebrations that signify hope, love, and continuity within society. Its 
absence indicates a profound societal and spiritual collapse. The final declaration, "for the land shall be 
desolate," serves as a sobering reminder of the consequences of sin, emphasizing that without 
repentance, joy will be replaced by grief, and vibrancy by barrenness. This final promise encapsulates 
the serious warning of Jeremiah’s prophetic message, leaving the reader with a haunting sense of 
urgency regarding the need for return to God.

Each verse in Jeremiah 7 encapsulates a dynamic interplay of divine warning, the call to repentance, 
and the consequences of disobedience, reflecting the urgent need for the people of Judah to return to a 
covenant relationship with Yahweh.

CHAPTER 8:

Jeremiah 8:1

"At that time, saith the LORD, they shall bring out the bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones of his 
princes, and the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem out of their graves."

In this opening verse, God declares a time of reckoning, where the bones of the deceased will be 
exhumed as a sign of judgment against the people of Judah. This act symbolizes the complete dishonor 
that has befallen the leaders and inhabitants of Jerusalem due to their unfaithfulness and idolatry. The 
mention of various groups—kings, princes, priests, prophets, and common inhabitants—highlights the 
pervasive nature of their sin, implying that no one, regardless of their status, is exempt from 
accountability. It foreshadows the desolation that will befall Jerusalem, as even the dead will not be 
allowed to rest in peace, indicating a profound desecration of what was once a place of honor and 
worship.

Jeremiah 8:2

"And they shall spread them before the sun, and the moon, and all the host of heaven, whom they have 
loved, and whom they have served, and after whom they have walked, and whom they have sought, 
and whom they have worshipped: they shall not be gathered, nor be buried; they shall be for dung upon 
the face of the earth."

Here, the severity of the impending judgment is emphasized by describing how the bones will be 
spread out before the celestial bodies—symbols of the false gods that the people have worshipped. This 



imagery demonstrates the ultimate futility and disgrace of idol worship, as those very things which 
were once adored will witness the humbling of the people. The lack of burial signifies total rejection by 
God and a transformation of what was once human dignity into abject humiliation. They will serve no 
purpose but to become decayed remnants, analogous to dung, thus reinforcing the idea that their 
rebellious lifestyle against God has rendered them worthless in the eyes of the divine.

Jeremiah 8:3

"And death shall be chosen rather than life by all the residue of them that remain of this evil family, 
which remain in all the places whither I have driven them, saith the LORD of hosts."

This verse captures the desperation of the people of Judah, who, due to their persistent rejection of God 
and insistence on following their own path, will ultimately choose death over life. The term "evil 
family" denotes the moral decay that has infiltrated the nation, suggesting a collective decision to reject 
the life-giving presence of God. The phrase “which remain in all the places whither I have driven 
them” indicates that even in exile, they cling to their destructive choices, failing to repent. This tragic 
choice underscores the profound alienation from the God who desires reconciliation, portraying a 
people so entrenched in sin that they prefer the path of destruction over returning to divine grace.

Jeremiah 8:4

"Moreover thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD; Shall they fall, and not arise? shall he turn 
away, and not return?"

In this verse, God poses rhetorical questions that challenge the notion of continued sin without 
consequence. The imagery of falling and arising suggests a discussion on restoration and repentance; it 
implies the expectation that one who falls should naturally seek to rise again. Furthermore, the question 
about turning away and not returning emphasizes the hope of redemption that still exists for the people 
if they would only choose to turn back to God. This call serves as a reminder of God’s patience and 
lovingkindness, revealing His desire for His people not just to recognize their errors but to actively 
seek a path back to Him rather than remaining in their current state of separation and judgment.

Jeremiah 8:5

"Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, 
they refuse to return."

In this verse, God expresses deep anguish over the spiritual condition of His people, lamenting their 
continuous state of backsliding. The term "perpetual backsliding" indicates an ongoing cycle of turning 
away from God, illustrating a hardened heart that refuses to acknowledge its wrongdoing. The mention 
of "holding fast deceit" signifies that they are not only complicit in their rebellion but are actively 
embracing lies and falsehoods rather than the truth of God’s Word. This obstinacy reveals a tragic 
disconnect between the divine expectation of repentance and the people's unwillingness to confront 
their moral decline, further entrenching themselves in their rebellion against divine authority.



Jeremiah 8:6

"I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man repented him of his wickedness, saying, 
What have I done? every one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the battle."

In this verse, God reveals His observations about the people's response to His warnings. Despite His 
attentiveness, the people do not address their sins appropriately; repentance appears to be absent. The 
phrase "What have I done?" reflects a troubling lack of self-awareness and accountability among the 
people. Instead of introspection leading to repentance, every individual continues on their chosen path, 
likened to a horse rushing into battle—blindly pursuing destruction. This powerful imagery 
underscores the reckless abandon with which they embrace their sinful ways, reinforcing the urgency 
of God's message while highlighting the futility of their approach in disregarding the impending 
consequences they face.

Jeremiah 8:7

"Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow 
observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the LORD."

Through this verse, God compares the understanding and instinctual behavior of animals to the 
ignorance of His people regarding divine judgment. The stork, turtle, crane, and swallow are shown to 
be aware of their various seasonal migrations—illustrating natural obedience and attentiveness to the 
rhythms of life. In stark contrast, the people of Judah are depicted as willfully blind to God's judgment, 
failing to discern the signs and admonitions provided to them. This highlights a profound spiritual 
irresponsibility, emphasizing not just a lack of knowledge but an active disregard for the warnings of 
God, underscoring the tragic irony that while creation follows God's orderly design, His people rebel 
against His authority.

Jeremiah 8:8

"How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of the LORD is with us? Lo, certainly in vain made he it; the 
pen of the scribes is in vain."

In this verse, God confronts the false confidence of those who consider themselves wise because they 
possess the law. They assert their wisdom while dismissing the authority and authenticity of God's 
Word, suggesting a profound misunderstanding of true knowledge. The phrase "in vain made he it" 
reveals their contemptuous attitude towards the Scriptures, as they trivialize the significance of the 
teachings that should guide their lives. The mention of "the pen of the scribes" further indicates that 
even those tasked with maintaining and teaching the law have fallen into disillusionment and error. 
This misplaced pride in their own wisdom ultimately leads them further from divine truth and into 
deeper spiritual folly.

Jeremiah 8:9

"The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the word of the 
LORD; and what wisdom is in them?"



This verse captures the tragic downfall of the wise men of Judah, who, in their arrogance, have rejected 
God’s Word. Their shame and dismay are the inevitable consequences of forsaking the source of true 
wisdom and guidance. The rhetorical question posed at the end serves to highlight the futility of their 
supposed wisdom; without the foundation of God’s truth, their insights are rendered meaningless. This 
pronouncement acts as a poignant reminder that human understanding, devoid of divine revelation, 
ultimately leads to confusion and failure, underscoring the necessity of reliance on God’s direction in 
one’s life.

Jeremiah 8:10

"Therefore will I give their wives unto others, and their fields to them that shall inherit them: for every 
one from the least even unto the greatest is given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the priest 
every one dealeth falsely."

In this verse, God outlines the severity of the consequences that will befall the people of Judah for their 
actions. The loss of wives and fields signifies the stripping away of community and livelihood, 
reflecting the ultimate devastation that results from persistent disobedience and greed. The phrase 
"every one from the least even unto the greatest" reveals the pervasive nature of corruption that has 
infiltrated all levels of society, from commoners to priests. This widespread covetousness highlights a 
fundamental moral decay where even those charged with spiritual leadership engage in falsehood and 
deception, foreshadowing a societal collapse rooted in betrayal of God’s covenant.

Jeremiah 8:11

"For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there 
is no peace."

This verse illustrates the false assurances given to the people of Judah by their leaders, who, rather than 
addressing the root causes of their sin and disobedience, offer empty promises of peace. The metaphor 
of healing the hurt “slightly” suggests a superficial treatment of profound wounds, evoking a sense of 
negligence in genuinely shepherding the community. The repeated phrase "Peace, peace" serves to 
emphasize the deception, as it contradicts the reality of their judgment and suffering. Instead of 
confronting their dire spiritual state, the leaders mislead the people into complacency, exacerbating the 
disconnect from true peace that can only be found in a right relationship with God.

Jeremiah 8:12

"Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither 
could they blush: therefore shall they fall among them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall 
be cast down, saith the LORD."

In this verse, God laments the utter lack of shame among His people for the abominations they have 
committed. Their inability to blush signifies a profound moral numbness, suggesting a heart that has 
grown cold to sin and its repercussions. This culminates in the divine decree that they will share in the 
fate of those who fall, foreshadowing the inevitable judgment that awaits them. The "time of their 
visitation" refers to a moment of accountability when God will confront them with the consequences of 



their actions. This verse starkly illustrates the depths of their rebellion and God's impending response, 
emphasizing the gravity of their spiritual condition.

Jeremiah 8:13

"When I would have gathered them together, saith the LORD, there were none to gather: they were in 
the land of a desolate wilderness."

In this poignant verse, God expresses His yearning to gather His people, reflecting His desire for 
restoration and reconciliation. The imagery of gathering evokes a sense of community and protection 
that is absent due to their rebellion. However, the painful truth is that there are "none to gather," 
indicating the people's rejection of God's overtures of grace. Their choice to remain in a "desolate 
wilderness" symbolizes both their physical desolation and spiritual barrenness, underscoring the 
profound consequences of their decision to forsake the very One who seeks to bring them home. This 
highlights God's compassionate nature juxtaposed against the people's stubborn willfulness.

Jeremiah 8:14

"Why do we sit still? assemble yourselves, and let us enter into the defenced cities, and let us be silent 
there: for the LORD our God hath put us to silence, and given us water of gall to drink, because we 
have sinned against the LORD."

In this reflective verse, the people question their passivity in the face of impending judgment, 
suggesting a dawning awareness of their dire circumstances. Their call to assemble and seek refuge in 
fortified cities reveals a sense of desperation, as they realize the need for shelter from the consequences 
of their sin. The phrases "put us to silence" and "water of gall" signify the bitterness and suffering they 
endure because of their choices. Their acknowledgment of sin against God serves as a moment of 
clarity, illustrating the consequences of their rebellion as both a spiritual and physical reality—
underscoring that their plight is a direct result of their distancing themselves from the LORD.

Jeremiah 8:15

"We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble!"

This verse serves as a lamentation, reflecting the disillusionment of the people as they realize their 
search for peace and wellbeing has yielded nothing but disappointment and turmoil. Their expectation 
of a prosperous outcome, rather than facing the reality of "trouble," illustrates the chasm between their 
desires and the harsh truth of their situation. This painful awakening underscores the futility of their 
misplaced hopes in false gods and empty promises rather than turning back to God. The contrast 
between what they hoped for and what they received reveals the depth of their spiritual blindness and 
the continuing consequences of living apart from divine guidance and truth.

Jeremiah 8:16

"The snorting of his horses was heard from Dan: the whole land trembled at the sound of the neighing 
of his strong ones; for they are come, and have devoured the land, and all that is in it; the city, and 
those that dwell therein."



Here, God paints a vivid image of impending invasion, describing the terrifying arrival of the 
Babylonian forces. The sound of "snorting horses" traveling from Dan signifies the oncoming threat, 
causing the land to tremble with fear. The relentless advance of these “strong ones” symbolizes the 
devastation they will bring, consuming not only the physical land but also the lives and spirits of its 
inhabitants. This image serves as a warning to the people of Judah—illustrating the consequences of 
their rebellion against God. The stark reality of violent conquest contrasts sharply against the people's 
earlier false hopes of peace, underscoring the gravity of their disobedience.

Jeremiah 8:17

"For, behold, I will send serpents, cockatrices, among you, which will not be charmed, and they shall 
bite you, saith the LORD."

In this foreboding verse, God warns of impending and venomous threats that will inflict pain upon the 
people, symbolized by serpents and cockatrices—creatures often associated with danger and malice. 
The image of serpents that "will not be charmed" suggests an irrevocable consequence that cannot be 
mitigated or subdued, reflecting the intensifying nature of judgment against those who have persistently 
turned away from God. This declaration evokes a sense of dread, as it illustrates the direct result of 
their unfaithfulness: they will face not only physical calamity but also the spiritual torment of having 
rejected the protective embrace of their God, illustrating the solemn seriousness of their sin.

Jeremiah 8:18

"When I would comfort myself against sorrow, my heart is faint in me."

This verse expresses the deep anguish and sorrow that follows God’s judgment of His wayward people. 
The longing for comfort juxtaposed with the reality of a faint heart indicates a personal pain God feels 
over His people's rebellion and subsequent fate. His desire to bring peace and healing to those He loves 
is thwarted by their continued disobedience, causing Him profound sadness. This introspection reveals 
the dynamic relationship between God and His people—a relationship marked by love, desire for 
restoration, yet hindered by sin. The imagery encapsulates the devastating toll sin takes not only on the 
people but on God’s heart, emphasizing His enduring compassion amidst their transgressions.

Jeremiah 8:19

"Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people because of them that dwell in a far country: 
Is not the LORD in Zion? is not her King in her?"

In this verse, God highlights the lamentation of His people, revealing their deep sorrow as they cry out 
in distress from a foreign land. This cry symbolizes a recognition of their separation from God and the 
desolation of Zion, the very heart of their faith. The rhetorical questions posed herein serve as a 
poignant reminder of God’s presence and sovereignty; they question why the people have allowed 
themselves to be led into exile, losing sight of their identity and heritage. This moment captures the 
tension between their desire for restoration and the harsh reality of their current situation while 
emphasizing the enduring truth of God’s kingship despite their abandonment.



Jeremiah 8:20

"The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved."

In this lament, the imagery of the harvest and summer conveys a sense of lost time and missed 
opportunities for salvation. The people reflect upon the cycles of life, understanding that the time for 
reaping the rewards of repentance and restoration has come and gone. The lamentation "we are not 
saved" reveals a stark acknowledgment of their failure to respond to God’s calls for repentance, 
resulting in a barren state devoid of redemption. This metaphor underscores the deep regret and despair 
felt by a people who intended to return to God but have instead allowed the moment for restoration to 
slip away, rendering them vulnerable to the consequences of their actions.

Jeremiah 8:21

"For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt; I am black; astonishment hath taken hold on me."

God expresses His personal pain over the suffering of His people, illustrating His intimate and 
empathetic relationship with them. The emotional statement "I am hurt" signifies a deep anguish in 
response to their rebellion and resulting judgment. The phrase "I am black" metaphorically represents 
mourning and despair, as God bears the weight of their sins and the consequences they have brought 
upon themselves. This verse poignantly illustrates the depth of God's love, which allows Him to feel 
the heartache of His creation, reflecting the profound connection between the divine and humanity. 
Even amidst judgment, God's heart is grieved for the plight of His people, showcasing His mercy and 
compassion.

Jeremiah 8:22

"Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of 
my people recovered?"

In the final verse, God poses rhetorical questions about the existence of healing in Gilead, a region 
renowned for its medicinal balm. This metaphor represents both physical and spiritual healing, 
reflecting a longing for restoration among His people. The inquiry emphasizes the irony of their 
condition; despite the availability of healing, they remain unwell due to their rejection of God and His 
ways. The reference to a physician suggests that the solutions they need are present, yet they are 
unwilling to embrace them. The lamentation underlines the choice that lies before them: to seek the 
healing offered by God through repentance and faith. This poignant call culminates the chapter by 
highlighting the persistent opportunity for redemption, even amidst dire circumstances.

CHAPTER 9:

Jeremiah 9:1
"O that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep 
day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!"
In this verse, Jeremiah expresses profound sorrow for the state of his people, 
wishing for an almost endless supply of tears to mourn their suffering. The imagery 



of his head being like waters and his eyes a fountain signifies overwhelming grief 
that is almost too much to bear. His lament reflects a deep yearning for justice and 
the pain of witnessing the consequences of his people’s sins. The phrase "the slain 
of the daughter of my people" indicates not just physical death but also the 
spiritual death and moral decay that has befallen Judah. Jeremiah's heartfelt 
desire to weep day and night emphasizes the seriousness of the situation and his 
intimate connection to the suffering of his fellow Israelites, underscoring a 
prophet’s burden to feel the weight of their calamity.

Jeremiah 9:2
"Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men, that I might leave my people, and 
go from them! For they be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men."
Here, Jeremiah longs for solitude and respite away from his people, revealing the profound frustration 
he feels due to their persistent unfaithfulness. The metaphor of a “lodging place of wayfaring men” in 
the wilderness evokes a sense of isolation, where he could escape the chaos and moral corruption 
surrounding him. His statement reflects a deep despair about the spiritual state of the people, whom he 
characterizes as “adulterers” and “treacherous men.” This language not only indicates infidelity in 
relationships but also suggests spiritual betrayal against God, highlighting how the nation has turned 
away from their covenant with Him. Jeremiah’s desire to flee underscores the emotional toll that the 
rampant sinfulness of his community has taken on him as a faithful servant of God.

Jeremiah 9:3
"And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant for the truth upon the 
earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the Lord."
In this verse, Jeremiah employs vivid imagery to illustrate the deceitfulness of the people. Their 
tongues are compared to bows that shoot lies, emphasizing their skill in deception and dishonesty. 
Unlike warriors who fight valiantly for truth, he observes that the people are cowardly and complacent 
in their lies, preferring to propagate falsehood rather than uphold the truth. The description "from evil 
to evil" captures the progressive decline into deeper sin, indicating a society that has abandoned 
integrity and righteousness. This stark contrast highlights a profound disconnection from God, as the 
Lord laments that they do not "know" Him. The prophet's words paint a picture of a morally bankrupt 
society, one that erects falsehoods rather than building a foundation on truth and godliness.

Jeremiah 9:4
"Take ye heed every one of his neighbor, and trust ye not in any brother: for every brother will utterly 
supplant, and every neighbor will walk with slanders."
Jeremiah cautions the people against misplaced trust among one another, emphasizing a breakdown of 
social and familial bonds. His exhortation to “take heed” reflects the necessity of vigilance in a 
community where betrayal and slander have become commonplace. The use of the word "supplant" 
suggests that relationships are characterized by deception and competition, rather than support and 
love. This pervasive environment of distrust reveals the profound erosion of moral and ethical 
standards; instead of being a source of strength, relationships within the community have devolved into 
vehicles for accusations and treachery. Jeremiah’s warning serves as a poignant reminder of the 



consequences of straying from God’s laws, leading to a society where individuals cannot rely on one 
another.

Jeremiah 9:5
"And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not speak the truth: they have taught their 
tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity."
In this verse, Jeremiah delves deeper into the pervasive culture of deceit that has gripped the people. 
The notion that they "deceive every one his neighbour" reinforces the idea that dishonesty has become 
the norm, wherein speaking the truth is a rarity. The phrase "have taught their tongue to speak lies" 
indicates a conscious effort to nurture falsehoods, which effectively positions lies as a skill they have 
honed over time. This deliberate weariness in committing iniquity not only showcases a lack of moral 
restraint but also highlights the desperation and futility in embracing such destructive behavior. 
Jeremiah's lament underscores the spiritual bankruptcy that stems from forsaking truth and 
righteousness, leaving the people in a vicious cycle of deceit and wrongdoing.

Jeremiah 9:6
"Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know me, saith the Lord."
God’s assessment of the people reveals the severity of their moral decay, positioning deceit as a 
defining characteristic of their very existence and life's surroundings. The term "habitation" implies that 
deceit has become a way of life, permeating every aspect of the community. This ongoing reliance on 
dishonesty has not only isolated them from truth but has also created a profound barrier between them 
and God. The refusal to know the Lord signifies a conscious choice to ignore His presence and 
commandments, demonstrating how far they have strayed from their covenant relationship. God's 
pronouncement indicates the alienation that results from such actions, as the people’s continuous 
engagement in deceit ultimately leads to spiritual blindness and estrangement from their Creator.

Jeremiah 9:7
"Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, Behold, I will melt them, and try them; for how shall I do for 
the daughter of my people?"
In this verse, God declares His impending judgment on the people, likening it to a refining process 
where they will be "melted" and "tried." The imagery of melting represents a purification process, 
where the dross is removed, suggesting that God intends to address the deep-seated sinfulness among 
the people. God's inquiry, "for how shall I do for the daughter of my people?" reveals the tension 
between His love for His people and the necessity of discipline. He must address their transgressions, 
yet His heart aches for them as a loving parent. This verse encapsulates the dual nature of God’s 
response to sin—where justice meets mercy, emphasizing that true restoration requires a genuine 
confrontation with their iniquities.

Jeremiah 9:8
"Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh deceit: one speaketh peaceably to his neighbour with 
his mouth, but in heart he layeth wait."
Here, Jeremiah uses the metaphor of an arrow to convey the piercing and destructive nature of deceitful 
speech. Just as an arrow is shot with precision to hit its target, the words of the people are crafted to 
deceive and harm others. The contrast between speaking "peaceably" and having a heart that waits to 
harm illustrates the profound duplicity present within the community. They project an image of 



friendliness and tranquility while harboring malicious intent, revealing a deep-seated betrayal that can 
corrode trust. This duality reflects the brokenness of relationships where outward appearances are 
misleading, and true intentions are concealed, prompting a deeper reflection on the nature of their 
interactions and the lack of authenticity in their communication.

Jeremiah 9:9
"Shall I not visit them for these things? saith the Lord: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as 
this?"
God’s rhetorical questions underline His intention to bring judgment upon the people for their blatant 
disregard for truth and righteousness. The word "visit" indicates a divine intervention, where God will 
address the moral decay that has infiltrated His chosen people. His assertion that His soul shall be 
avenged implies a deep emotional response to their betrayal, one that speaks to the injustice and sorrow 
He experiences at their actions. The gravity of "such a nation as this" emphasizes not only their 
collective sinfulness but also the seriousness of the covenant relationship they have broken. This 
declaration evokes a sense of urgency and inevitability regarding divine justice, prompting listeners to 
recognize the righteousness of God's forthcoming actions as a necessary consequence of their 
transgressions.

Jeremiah 9:10
"For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of the wilderness a 
lamentation, because they are burned up, so that none can pass through them; neither can men hear the 
voice of the cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and the beasts are fled; they are gone."
In this verse, the desolation of the land serves as a poignant reflection of the spiritual and moral decay 
of the people. Jeremiah personifies the mountains, which will "weep and wail," signifying that the 
natural landscape itself mourns the loss caused by divine judgment. The mention of “burned up” 
habitations indicates the destructive consequences of their sins, creating a once-thriving environment 
that is now barren and desolate. The absence of life—evident in the silence of cattle and the flight of 
birds—symbolizes the widespread devastation as a result of God’s judgment. This vivid imagery 
underscores the depth of the crisis, illustrating a complete disruption of the natural order and the 
extensive repercussions of moral failure, thereby amplifying the urgency of repentance and 
reconciliation with God.

Jeremiah 9:11
"And I will make Jerusalem heaps, and a den of dragons; and I will make the cities of Judah desolate, 
without an inhabitant."
Here, God pronounces a stark judgment against Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, promising to turn 
them into ruins—"heaps"—and a "den of dragons," invoking imagery of desolation and danger. This 
transformation reflects the severity of the consequences for their persistent rebellion against God. The 
metaphor of a den of dragons suggests it will become a place of horror and wildness, unfit for human 
life. The desolation of the cities underscores the profound impact of their sins, resulting in deserted 
streets and abandoned homes. This declaration serves as a warning and a lament over what could have 
been—a thriving community transformed into a wasteland. It emphasizes the danger of continuing 
down a path of disobedience and the seriousness with which God treats the covenant relationship with 
His people.



Jeremiah 9:12
"Who is the wise man that may understand this? and who is he to whom the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken, that he may declare it? why is the land perished and burnt up like a wilderness, that none 
passeth through?"
In this verse, Jeremiah challenges the people to reflect on their circumstances and seek wisdom in 
understanding the reasons for their devastation. He poses rhetorical questions intended to provoke self-
examination among the wise and learned of the land. The emphasis on "the mouth of the Lord" 
suggests that this message comes from divine revelation, indicating that those who truly listen and 
understand will recognize the moral failure leading to their plight. Asking why the land has perished 
invites an exploration of deeper issues of sin and alienation from God. The image of a "burnt up 
wilderness" emphasizes the severity of the situation, compelling listeners to confront the reality of their 
condition and the need for genuine repentance.

Jeremiah 9:13
"And the Lord saith, Because they have forsaken my law which I set before them, and have not obeyed 
my voice, neither walked therein."
This verse provides a direct answer to the questions posed in the previous verse, identifying spiritual 
neglect as the root cause of the land's devastation. God explicitly states that the people have "forsaken 
my law," highlighting their conscious choice to abandon His commandments. Their refusal to obey His 
voice indicates a blatant disregard for divine guidance and instruction. The repetition of "neither 
walked therein" reinforces the idea that it was not merely passive disobedience but active turning away 
from the ways that lead to life and blessing. This acknowledgment of their actions serves as a sober 
reminder of the covenant responsibilities that the people have neglected, illustrating the cause-and-
effect relationship between rejecting God's law and the somber state of their nation.

Jeremiah 9:14
"But have walked after the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which their fathers taught 
them."
In this verse, Jeremiah identifies the alternative paths taken by the people, illustrating that they have 
pursued their own desires and whims—“the imagination of their own heart”—rather than adhering to 
God’s ways. This reflects a fundamental rejection of divine wisdom in favor of self-centeredness, 
leading to moral corruption. The mention of "Baalim" connects their actions to the worship of false 
gods, highlighting the influences of past generations from whom they learned these treacherous 
practices. This historical context suggests that the people's current state is not merely an isolated 
incident but a culmination of a longstanding trajectory of disobedience and idolatry. The verse 
poignantly captures the danger of turning away from the call to holiness and truth, reminding the 
readers of the generational impact of turning from God.

Jeremiah 9:15
"Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will feed them, even this people, 
with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink."
In this verse, God announces a stern judgment symbolic of the bitterness and suffering He will bring 
upon the people for their rebellion. The imagery of “wormwood” suggests a harsh, bitter substance 
representing the dire consequences of their actions. By using “water of gall,” a reference to something 



toxic and poisonous, God emphasizes that they will reap the bitter fruits of their choices. This statement 
reveals God’s intention to confront them with the repercussions of their sins, portraying a God who 
does not ignore wrongdoing but actively administers justice. This harsh judgment underscores the 
seriousness with which He views their spiritual unfaithfulness and serves as a call for repentance as 
they face the tangible effects of their disobedience.

Jeremiah 9:16
"I will scatter them among the heathen, whom neither they nor their fathers have known: and I will 
send a sword after them, till I have consumed them."
In this verse, God foretells the scattering of His people among foreign nations, a punishment that 
signifies a total loss of identity and belonging. The phrase "whom neither they nor their fathers have 
known" indicates that this exile will lead them into unfamiliar and hostile territories, highlighting the 
severity of their consequences. The metaphor of a "sword" conveys a sense of violence and judgment 
that will pursue them relentlessly, indicating that there will be nowhere for them to escape the 
ramifications of their actions. The term "consumed" suggests total destruction, further emphasizing the 
outcome of divine judgment against persistent unfaithfulness. This promise of exile serves not only as 
punishment but also as a correctional measure—an opportunity for the people to reflect on their 
behavior in hopes of restoring their covenant relationship with God.

Jeremiah 9:17
"Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Consider ye, and call for the mourning women, that they may come; and 
send for cunning women, that they may come."
God calls for the intervention of professional mourners, women skilled in expressing grief, to 
emphasize the sorrow and devastation that His people are about to experience. This summons for 
"mourning women" and "cunning women" highlights the seriousness of the impending calamity. By 
enlisting these women, Jeremiah acknowledges the cultural practice of hiring mourners to lament the 
dead. This act serves as a public acknowledgment of the tragedy to come, signaling that the 
consequences of sin warrant deep mourning. It signifies that the situation is beyond mere personal 
sorrow; it requires a collective response to the grief that will envelop the entire community. This 
communal mourning serves as a reminder of the weight of sin and its impact on the people, urging 
them to confront their reality as they face God’s judgment.

Jeremiah 9:18
"And let them make haste, and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes may run down with tears, and our 
eyelids gush out with waters."
Here, the urgency of calling upon the mourning women is accentuated, as Jeremiah urges them to act 
quickly in expressing deep sorrow for the sins of the people. The imagery of eyes running down with 
tears and eyelids gushing with water emphasizes an overwhelming grief that is visceral and consuming. 
His plea for a collective wailing underlines the gravity of their situation, indicating that individual 
sorrow is insufficient in the face of such widespread calamity. This deep emotional response highlights 
the prophet’s understanding of the need for genuine repentance and acknowledgment of wrongdoing. It 
serves as an invitation for the people to confront the reality of their actions, fostering a sense of 
communal lamentation that aligns with their covenant relationship with God.



Jeremiah 9:19
"For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled! we are greatly confounded, because 
we have forsaken the land, because our dwellings have cast us out."
In this verse, the voice of lament from Zion articulates the anguish of the people as they confront the 
consequences of their sins. The cries of “How are we spoiled!” reflect a deep sense of loss and 
confusion, as they come to grips with the devastation of their homeland. The phrase “greatly 
confounded” reveals their struggle to understand the depth of their plight—a direct result of forsaking 
their relationship with God and the land He had given them. The mention of “our dwellings have cast 
us out” illustrates the broken connection between the people and their homes, emphasizing a 
devastating exile that represents physical and emotional dislocation. This verse poignantly captures the 
despair of a nation facing the reality that their actions have led to a complete upheaval of their lives, 
evoking a sense of communal grief and a profound longing for restoration.

Jeremiah 9:20
"Yet hear the word of the Lord, O ye women, and let your ear receive the word of his mouth; and teach 
your daughters wailing, and every one her neighbor lamentation."
Jeremiah transitions from desperate cries to a call for attentive listening among the women. By urging 
them to "hear the word of the Lord," he emphasizes the importance of receiving divine guidance amid 
devastation. The instruction to “teach your daughters wailing” symbolizes the need to pass down not 
only the knowledge of mourning but also an understanding of the weight of sin and its consequences. 
This act of communal lamentation serves to unify the people in their grief and reinforces the cultural 
significance of mourning as a response to spiritual and moral failure. The encouragement to also lament 
with their neighbors indicates that this process must happen collectively, reminding them of their 
interdependence and shared responsibility in maintaining their covenant with God.

Jeremiah 9:21
"For death is come up into our windows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut off the children from 
without, and the young men from the streets."
This haunting imagery captures the invading presence of death within the confines of their homes and 
community, reinforcing the idea that the destruction brought upon them extends deeply into their lives. 
“Death is come up into our windows” signifies a breach of safety and security, suggesting that no one is 
immune to the consequences of their collective sins. The reference to cutting off “the children from 
without” and “the young men from the streets” reflects a tragic eradication of future generations and 
the vitality of the community. This stark reminder of the ramifications of sin powerfully illustrates the 
toll that rebellion against God takes on every aspect of society, from the youth to the very structure of 
family and community life, prompting a sobering reflection on the urgency of repentance.

Jeremiah 9:22
"Speak, Thus saith the Lord; Even the carcasses of men shall fall as dung upon the open field, and as 
the handful after the harvestman, and none shall gather them."
In this verse, God paints a grim picture of devastation, where the dead bodies of men lie unburied and 
disregarded, likened to dung scattered on a field. This language not only emphasizes the severity of the 
judgment heaped upon the people, but it also reflects the utter humiliation and loss of dignity that 
accompanies such destruction. The comparison to “a handful after the harvestman” suggests that just as 



a few stray grains might be left behind after gathering the harvest, so too will the precious lives of men 
be reduced to mere refuse. The phrase “none shall gather them” signifies complete abandonment, 
further emphasizing the idea that the people have become so estranged from God that their lives and 
deaths hold no value in the face of His judgment. This stark imagery serves as a powerful warning to 
the people about the dire consequences of turning away from God, compelling them to reflect on the 
gravity of their choices.

Jeremiah 9:23
"Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches."
In this verse, God cautions against boasting in attributes that humans often take pride in—wisdom, 
strength, and wealth. The directive to refrain from glorying in these qualities speaks to the futility of 
placing trust in human abilities and resources in the face of divine judgment. This message is poignant, 
particularly in the context of a nation that has placed its value on worldly success rather than on its 
relationship with God. By highlighting these three attributes, God underscores the notion that real value 
and security come from understanding and knowing Him, rather than in earthly accomplishments. This 
admonition invites introspection about where the people derive their identity and strength, urging them 
to reassess their priorities in light of their covenant with God.

Jeremiah 9:24
"But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which 
exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith 
the Lord."
In contrast to earthly pride, this verse encourages glorying in a true knowledge of God. To 
“understandeth and knoweth me” speaks to an intimate relationship with the Lord, characterized by 
reverence and recognition of His attributes. The assertion that He exercises "lovingkindness, judgment, 
and righteousness" highlights God's nature, revealing a divine character that is not only just but also 
compassionate and fair. This invitation to find strength in knowing God rather than in worldly 
accolades emphasizes the importance of spiritual alignment with His ways. By affirming that He 
delights in these qualities, God underscores the fulfillment that comes from living in accordance with 
His truth and righteousness. This profound statement serves as a call to prioritize spiritual knowledge 
and relationship over transient achievements, shifting the focus back to what truly matters in life.

Jeremiah 9:25
"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will punish all them which are circumcised with the 
uncircumcised."
As the chapter nears its conclusion, this verse indicates an impending day of reckoning for all people, 
regardless of their physical circumcision—a sign of the covenant between God and Israel. This 
declaration signifies that God’s judgment will not be limited to the external markers of identity; rather, 
it will encompass all who stand in opposition to His ways, including those who are deemed outsiders or 
“uncircumcised.” This sweeping judgment highlights the principle that spiritual fidelity and obedience 
hold greater weight than mere ritual observance. It serves as a reminder that God’s standards transcend 
human distinctions, calling for genuine faith and righteousness from all, emphasizing accountability 
before God even among those who believed themselves to be secure in their covenant relationship.



Jeremiah 9:26
"Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in the utmost 
corners, that dwell in the wilderness: for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel 
are uncircumcised in the heart."
This verse lists various nations, naming Egypt, Judah, Edom, Ammon, and Moab, to illustrate the scope 
of God’s judgment. The phrase “uncircumcised in the heart” is especially poignant, emphasizing that it 
is not enough to be marked by physical signs of covenant; true belonging to God requires an internal 
transformation and commitment. By juxtaposing these nations with the house of Israel, God highlights 
that spiritual integrity and heartfelt obedience are the true indicators of His people, regardless of 
outward identity. This warning serves as a critical reminder that spiritual fidelity is measured by the 
condition of one's heart, rather than merely by external rituals or heritage, urging a return to genuine 
relationship with God characterized by sincere faith and righteousness.

In summary, Jeremiah Chapter 9 conveys a powerful message of mourning, judgment, and the urgent 
call to repentance. The prophet expresses deep sorrow for the sins of his people while emphasizing the 
consequences of straying from God. Through vivid imagery and poignant language, the chapter invites 
both reflection and action, urging the people to recognize the seriousness of their situation and to seek a 
true understanding of God’s character and commandments.

 CHAPTER 10:

Jeremiah 10:1

"Hear ye the word which the Lord speaketh unto you, O house of Israel:"
In this opening verse, God commands the people of Israel to listen attentively to His message. The 
phrase "hear ye" emphasizes the importance of paying heed to divine instruction, highlighting that this 
communication is not merely a suggestion but a vital call to action. God identifies the audience 
specifically as the "house of Israel," underscoring their unique relationship with Him as His chosen 
people. This verse sets the tone for the chapter, signaling that what follows is both a warning and 
guidance, elucidating the importance of fidelity to God’s word over the practices of surrounding 
nations.

Jeremiah 10:2

"Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of 
heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them."
In this verse, God warns against the temptations of adopting the customs and beliefs of the surrounding 
pagan nations. The term "heathen" refers to those who do not follow the true God, and God encourages 
Israel not to emulate their practices. The reference to "the signs of heaven" suggests astrological and 
superstitious beliefs that the heathens were captivated by, often leading them to fear and anxiety. God’s 
command is clear: His people should find their security and guidance not in the ephemeral wonders of 
the universe but in His divine sovereignty. This admonition is rooted in the idea that the people of Israel 
must cultivate a distinct identity grounded in their faith rather than succumbing to the fears that 
characterize the lives of those without faith.



Jeremiah 10:3

"For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the 
hands of the workman with the axe."
This verse asserts the folly of idol worship by illustrating the processes involved in creating idols from 
trees. The reference to "the customs of the people are vain" emphasizes the emptiness and futility of 
such practices. The imagery of a workman cutting down a tree serves as a powerful metaphor for the 
absurdity of worshiping creations of one's own making. It reveals the inherent contradiction in crafting 
an object from wood—something that God Himself created—and then honoring that object as divine. 
This verse serves to critique the human tendency to rely on tangible, man-made symbols rather than 
worship the true, living God.

Jeremiah 10:4

"They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move 
not."
Here, the prophet Jeremiah continues the assessment of idol-making, describing the elaborate 
decoration and crafting involved in idol worship. By adorning the idols with "silver and gold," there is 
an implication of value and worth placed upon these lifeless objects. The act of fastening the idols with 
"nails and hammers" portrays the dependence on human effort to make these idols stable and immobile. 
This not only highlights the idol’s inherent limitation—it cannot move on its own—but also serves as a 
stark contrast to the living God, who is sovereign, active, and not bound by human constructs. Through 
this comparison, Jeremiah calls attention to the irony and absurdity of trusting in something that must 
be propped up by human intervention.

Jeremiah 10:5

"They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne, because they 
cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good."
Jeremiah presents a poignant critique of the inanimate nature of idols. While they may stand tall and 
straight "as the palm tree," they lack the ability to communicate or act because they are mere objects. 
The statement "they must needs be borne" indicates that these idols require human assistance to even 
stand. This verse serves as a powerful reminder that such objects are powerless—incapable of either 
harming or benefitting anyone. Consequently, God reassures His people not to fear these powerless 
idols or the spirits they may represent, emphasizing the distinct nature of God as the only one capable 
of real action and influence in their lives.

Jeremiah 10:6

"Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O Lord; thou art great, and thy name is great in 
might."
In stark contrast to the idols, this verse proclaims the unmatched greatness of the Lord. The declaration 
"there is none like unto thee" exalts God’s unique divine nature, underscoring His singular majesty and 
power. The affirmation of God's greatness and might serves to remind Israel of His sovereignty and 
omnipotence, contrasting drastically with the impotence of man-made idols. This glorification of God's 



name encourages the Israelites to place their trust and hope solely in Him, who is capable of great acts 
and has dominion over all creation. The mention of His shared name reinforces the relationship He has 
with His people and the reverence they should have for their Creator.

Jeremiah 10:7

"Who would not fear thee, O King of nations? for to thee doth it appertain: forasmuch as among 
all the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is none like unto thee."
Jeremiah invites reflection on the reverence and fear that is rightly due to God, the “King of nations." 
This title ascribes to God supreme authority over all peoples and cultures, emphasizing the call for 
worldwide recognition of His sovereignty. The rhetorical question suggests that it would be 
unreasonable not to revere such a powerful and incomparable deity. In comparing God to the "wise 
men of the nations," the implication is that no human wisdom or governmental power can rival God’s 
divine wisdom and authority. This verse serves as an exhortation to acknowledge God’s supreme place 
as the sole source of true wisdom and governance.

Jeremiah 10:8

"But they are altogether brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine of vanities."
Here, Jeremiah starkly indicts the nations and their wisdom, describing them as "brutish" and "foolish." 
This language indicates a lack of understanding and discernment, suggesting that their reliance on idols 
is fundamentally misguided. The phrase "the stock is a doctrine of vanities" underscores the emptiness 
of these beliefs, pointing out that what they trust and teach—represented by "the stock" or the material 
used to create idols—is void of substance. This serves as a reminder to the Israelites of the futility of 
idol worship, reinforcing the call to seek truth and wisdom only from the Lord, who stands in contrast 
to the misguided beliefs of the surrounding nations.

Jeremiah 10:9

"Silver spread into plates is brought from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the work of the 
workman, and of the hands of the founder: blue and purple is their clothing; they are all the 
work of cunning men."
This verse elaborates on the craftsmanship behind idol-making, highlighting the precious materials 
such as silver and gold that are meticulously worked into ornate figures. The mention of Tarshish and 
Uphaz reflects the trade routes and wealth of the ancient world, emphasizing the lengths to which 
people go to create their idols. The description of these idols being adorned in "blue and purple," colors 
associated with royalty and wealth, further illustrates the allure and façade of value that these objects 
possess. However, the concluding phrase, "the work of cunning men," implies that despite their artistic 
craftsmanship, the creation of idols is ultimately a deception. This serves as a reminder of the inherent 
limitations and dangers of placing faith in human creations rather than in God.

Jeremiah 10:10

"But the Lord is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king: at his wrath the 
earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation."



In a powerful contrast to the lifeless idols described in previous verses, Jeremiah proclaims the nature 
of God as the "true God" and "living God," emphasizing the reality and active presence of the Creator. 
The term "everlasting king" denotes His eternal reign and sovereignty over all nations. The mention of 
God's wrath evokes the seriousness of His judgment and the consequences that arise from disobedience 
and idolatry. The imagery of the earth trembling signifies the universal scale of His authority and the 
inevitability of His will. This verse serves as a rallying call for the people of Israel to turn away from 
the false security of idols and recognize the power and righteousness of their God.

Jeremiah 10:11

"Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they 
shall perish from the earth, and from under these heavens."
Here, God instructs the prophet regarding the declaration that should be made unto the nations 
regarding the futility of their idols. The assertion that the “gods that have not made the heavens and the 
earth” highlights the fundamental inability of idols to claim any creative power. In direct contrast to the 
Lord, who is the Creator of all things, the utter worthlessness of these idols is revealed. The promise 
that these idols "shall perish" serves both as a warning and a reassurance that they ultimately cannot 
withstand God's judgment. This verse reinforces the call for the people to reject the transient and false 
gods of their culture and affirm their allegiance to the one true God.

Jeremiah 10:12

"He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath 
stretched out the heavens by his discretion."
This verse celebrates the omnipotence and wisdom of God as the Creator. By attributing the creation of 
the earth to His "power," the establishment of the world to His "wisdom," and the stretching out of the 
heavens to His "discretion," Jeremiah highlights the multifaceted nature of God's creative authority. 
The language emphasizes the intentionality and purpose behind creation, distinguishing the creative 
work of God from the lifeless work of man. This verse serves to glorify God's sovereignty and 
consistent presence in the cosmos while reminding Israel that they are accountable to this powerful and 
wise Creator.

Jeremiah 10:13

"When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth the 
vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth 
the wind out of his treasures."
This verse illustrates the dynamic power of God’s voice in creation. When He speaks, it’s as though the 
very elements respond, displaying His control over nature. The imagery of "a multitude of waters in the 
heavens" signifies the vastness of His authority, as does the reference to the "vapours" and other 
meteorological phenomena like lightning and wind. These descriptions of natural processes reveal 
God's mastery over the physical world, reinforcing His position as the ultimate source of power and 
influence in all creation. This verse serves to remind Israel of God's intimate involvement in the 
workings of the universe and further emphasizes why they should not turn to powerless idols for 
guidance or comfort.



Jeremiah 10:14

"Every man is brutish in his knowledge: every founder is confounded by the graven image: for 
his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them."
Jeremiah continues to deconstruct the wisdom of those who create and worship idols. The phrase 
"every man is brutish in his knowledge" speaks to the inherent foolishness in human reasoning when it 
comes to idolatry. The word "confounded" suggests that even skilled artisans (founders) are bewildered 
by the absurdities of their creations. Labeling the molten image as "falsehood" starkly conveys the idea 
that such idols lack the essence of truth or life; they are mere lifeless objects, devoid of spirit. This 
verse serves as a critical reminder of the futility of relying on human understanding and craftsmanship 
when seeking meaning and spiritual direction, imploring the people of Israel to turn back 
wholeheartedly to the living God.

Jeremiah 10:15

"They are vanity, and the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish."
In this verse, Jeremiah firmly states that idols are characterized by vanity and error, reinforcing the 
emptiness of investing faith in such lifeless creations. The phrase "the work of errors" suggests that 
idolatry itself is fundamentally flawed, leading to misguided beliefs and practices. The promise that 
they "shall perish" at their "time of visitation" implies a divine reckoning when God will act in 
judgment against the futility of idol worship. This serves as a solemn warning that all things contrary to 
God’s truth will ultimately meet their end, emphasizing the inevitability of God's supremacy over all 
falsehoods. The verse calls on Israel to recognize the impermanence of idols and redirect their worship 
to the eternal Creator.

Jeremiah 10:16

"The portion of Jacob is not like them; for he is the former of all things: and Israel is the rod of 
his inheritance: the Lord of hosts is his name."
Jeremiah contrasts the idols with the true God by referring to "the portion of Jacob," symbolizing 
Israel's rightful relationship with God. Unlike the lifeless idols, God is identified as "the former of all 
things," indicating that He is the ultimate Creator and sustainer. The reference to Israel as "the rod of 
his inheritance" signifies the unique and cherished relationship between God and His people, 
emphasizing their identity and calling under His divine authority. The statement "the Lord of hosts is 
his name" not only highlights God's power and sovereignty but also underscores His protective and 
shepherding role over Israel. This verse serves to reinforce the weight of God's covenant relationship 
with His people, inviting them to trust in Him amid the allure of surrounding idolatry.

Jeremiah 10:17

"Gather up thy wares out of the land, O inhabitant of the fortress."
In this verse, there is an urgent call for those in Israel, particularly those living in fortified cities 
(referred to as "the fortress"), to prepare for impending judgment or crisis. The phrase "gather up thy 
wares" implies a need to secure their possessions and might suggest an impending danger that 
necessitates urgent action. This directive serves both as a practical warning and symbolic preparation to 



abandon reliance on material possessions and earthly security, drawing attention back to the importance 
of trusting in God above all else. This verse foreshadows a coming time of trial, reminding the 
inhabitants not only to be aware of their current circumstances but to re-evaluate where their true 
security lies.

Jeremiah 10:18

"For thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants of the land at this once, and will 
distress them, that they may find it so."
God speaks through Jeremiah to reveal the forthcoming consequence of the people’s idolatry and 
disobedience. The metaphorical phrase "sling out the inhabitants of the land" implies a forceful 
expulsion or judgment akin to tossing aside refuse. The intended distress is a divine corrective measure 
aimed at bringing the people to an awareness of their dire spiritual condition. The assertion that they 
"may find it so" points to the necessity of experiencing the consequences of their actions as a means of 
realization and ultimately, return to God. This verse is both a warning and a stark reminder of the 
seriousness of turning away from God, indicating that there will be a moment of reckoning that 
compels them toward a deeper understanding of their need for repentance.

Jeremiah 10:19

"Woe is me for my hurt! my wound is grievous: but I said, Truly this is a grief, and I must bear 
it."
In this verse, the prophet expresses profound lamentation for the pain and suffering that will befall the 
people due to their straying from God. The repetition of "woe" suggests a deep sense of sorrow and 
internal anguish, acknowledging the severity of the situation faced by Israel. This personal reflection 
reveals the emotional toll that their idolatry has taken, both on the prophet and the nation. The 
acknowledgment that "this is a grief" indicates an understanding that such consequences are warranted 
due to their actions, and the resolve to "bear it" underscores a reluctant acceptance of the harsh realities 
that stem from their disobedience. This moment of personal lament serves to illustrate the depth of the 
spiritual crisis in Israel, calling for the people to recognize the gravity of their situation.

Jeremiah 10:20

"My tabernacle is destroyed, and all my cords are broken: my children are gone forth of me, and 
they are not: there is none to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my curtains."
Jeremiah uses the imagery of a destroyed tabernacle—a symbol of God’s presence among His people—
to underscore the devastation resulting from their sin. The breaking of "all my cords" signifies not only 
physical destruction but also loss of communal and spiritual stability. The lament over "my children" 
points to the spiritual dislocation and loss of the nation’s identity as God’s chosen people. The inability 
to "stretch forth my tent" and "set up my curtains" conveys a sense of being uprooted and abandoned, 
highlighting the depth of loss that arises from turning away from God. This metaphor emphasizes the 
chaotic and fragmented state of Israel, calling them to reflect on their standing with God and the 
consequences of their disobedience.



Jeremiah 10:21

"For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the Lord: therefore they shall not 
prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered."
This verse delivers a stark indictment against the leaders of the people, referred to as "pastors." Their 
characterization as "brutish" signifies a loss of spiritual discernment and care for their flock, 
demonstrating negligence in leading the people toward a relationship with God. The phrase "have not 
sought the Lord" exposes the root of the problem: a leadership disconnected from the divine source of 
wisdom and guidance. As a consequence, the prophecy states that they "shall not prosper," warning of 
impending destruction and loss. The imagery of the flocks being scattered conveys the idea of disunity 
and abandonment, emphasizing the detrimental impact of poor leadership on the community as a 
whole. This serves as a call to accountability, reflecting the need for genuine spiritual care and 
dependence on God.

Jeremiah 10:22

"Behold, the noise of the brute is come, and a great destruction out of the north country: and the 
cities of Judah are desolate, and the habitations thereof."
This verse introduces a prophetic foreboding of imminent danger—likely referring to an invasion or 
calamity approaching from the north, a common menace in biblical narratives. The "noise of the brute" 
indicates an impending tumult and chaos, representing the destructive forces that will consume the 
land. The mention of desolation in the "cities of Judah" reflects the consequences of turning away from 
God and serves as a direct warning of the devastation that will befall them. This imagery communicates 
both a literal and spiritual desolation, urging the people of Judah to acknowledge their sinfulness and 
the reality of judgment approaching as a consequence of their choices. The verse serves as a stark 
reminder of the devastating effects of disconnection from God.

Jeremiah 10:23

"O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps."
This verse expresses a profound realization of human limitations and the necessity of divine guidance. 
Jeremiah acknowledges that humanity lacks the inherent wisdom and ability to navigate life’s 
complexities independently. The phrase "the way of man is not in himself" highlights the idea that self-
reliance is futile and underscores the need for a higher power. This recognition profoundly contrasts the 
earlier descriptions of the foolishness of idolatry, reinforcing the call for individuals to seek direction 
and understanding from God rather than their own flawed instincts. This verse encapsulates a vital 
theological truth about dependence on God’s guidance for living righteously and effectively, inviting 
believers to submit their paths to His will.

Jeremiah 10:24

"O Lord, correct me, but with judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing."
In this heartfelt appeal, Jeremiah seeks God’s correction, but requests it be tempered with mercy rather 
than anger. The dual desires for correction and preservation illustrate the understanding that divine 



discipline is necessary for spiritual growth, yet an acknowledgment that God’s wrath could be 
devastating. Jeremiah's request demonstrates a deep recognition of both God’s holiness and the 
consequences of sin. By asking not to be brought to nothing, he expresses vulnerability and a desire for 
restoration rather than total destruction. This verse encapsulates the essence of repentance, capturing 
the essential balance between seeking God's righteousness and experiencing His compassionate mercy.

Jeremiah 10:25

"Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not on 
thy name: for they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, and consumed him, and have made 
his habitation desolate."
In this concluding verse, the prophet Jeremiah turns his attention to the enemies of Israel, seeking 
God’s judgment upon those who do not know Him. The call to "pour out thy fury" signifies a plea for 
divine justice against those who oppress and exploit God's people. The repetition of "devoured" 
emphasizes the terrible impact these nations have had on Israel, illustrating the depth of their suffering 
and destruction. Ultimately, this verse serves as a plea for vindication on behalf of a people wronged, 
reflecting the prophet's desire for restoration and peace. It reinforces a theme throughout the chapter of 
the necessity of divine intervention amid human folly and the hope of eventual deliverance for God's 
people. 

These passages collectively underscore significant themes in the book of Jeremiah, exploring the 
contrast between worshiping the living God and the futility of idolatry while urging repentance, 
reflection, and dependence on God’s guidance.

CHAPTER 11:

Jeremiah 11:1

"The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,"

In this opening verse, the prophet Jeremiah sets the stage for the messages he is about to communicate. 
The phrase “the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD” emphasizes the divine origin of his 
prophecies, fostering a deeper understanding of his role as a prophet. It establishes the authority and 
weight of the messages he is about to relay, as they are not merely his personal thoughts but messages 
directly from God. This highlights the seriousness of the content that follows and prepares the reader 
for the significant themes that Jeremiah will address concerning the covenant between God and His 
people.

Jeremiah 11:2

"Hear ye the words of this covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem;"

Here, Jeremiah is commanded to proclaim "the words of this covenant," drawing the audience’s 
attention to the critical nature of the covenant relationship between God and the Israelites. The mention 



of both the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem indicates a wide audience, suggesting that 
the message is intended for all of the community, not just a select group. This call to listen underscores 
the importance of understanding the terms and implications of the covenant, as it serves as the 
foundation of their relationship with God and the moral and ethical guidelines by which they are to 
live.

Jeremiah 11:3

"And say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Cursed be the man that obeyeth not the 
words of this covenant,"

In this verse, God pronounces a curse on those who refuse to obey the words of the covenant. This 
stern warning is a crucial element of the prophetic message, establishing the serious consequences of 
disobedience. The use of the word “cursed” conveys the weight of God’s judgment and the dire 
implications that accompany failing to uphold His commandments. It serves as a powerful reminder 
that the blessings of the covenant are contingent upon obedience, and failing to adhere to God's will 
would lead to grave repercussions not only for individuals but also for the larger community and 
nation.

Jeremiah 11:4

"Which I commanded your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, from 
the iron furnace, saying, Obey my voice, and do them, according to all which I command you: so shall 
ye be my people, and I will be your God:"

This verse recalls the foundational moment in Israel's history— their deliverance from Egypt. The 
reference to “the iron furnace” serves as a metaphor for the harsh oppression they endured while 
enslaved, emphasizing God’s redemptive power. By reminding them of the covenant established after 
their exodus, God reinforces the expectation that His people should respond to His kindness with 
obedience. The phrase “so shall ye be my people, and I will be your God” encapsulates the intimate 
relationship intended between God and His followers. It signifies belonging and a mutual covenantal 
commitment, urging the Israelites to reflect on their historical identity and responsibilities in light of 
God’s gracious actions.

Jeremiah 11:5

"That I may perform the oath which I have sworn unto your fathers, to give them a land flowing with 
milk and honey, which is the land of your inheritance."

God emphasizes the promised blessings associated with the covenant: the oath sworn to the ancestors 
to give them a prosperous land. The imagery of a land “flowing with milk and honey” signifies 
abundance and prosperity, painting a picture of agricultural fertility and well-being. This reminder 
serves to reinforce God’s faithfulness to His promises and the benefits that obedience would bring to 
the nation. It also highlights the concept of inheritance, implying that the land is not just a gift but a 
significant aspect of their identity as God’s chosen people, intertwining their faithfulness with their 
right to this blessed land.



Jeremiah 11:6

"Then the LORD said unto me, Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of 
Jerusalem, saying, Hear ye the words of this covenant, and do them."

In this directive, God instructs Jeremiah to proclaim these covenant words throughout Judah and 
Jerusalem, emphasizing the importance of spreading the message widely. The call to "Hear ye" is not 
merely a passive listening but an active engagement with the principles of the covenant. By urging 
everyone to “do them,” it shows that God desires a living and active faith among His people. This 
highlights the critical nature of communal responsibility; it is not enough to simply know the covenant
—actions must reflect the stipulated commitments. The widespread proclamation signifies the urgency 
of returning to covenant faithfulness amid the prevalent disobedience.

Jeremiah 11:7

"For I earnestly protested unto your fathers in the day that I brought them up out of the land of Egypt, 
even unto this day, rising early and protesting, saying, Obey my voice."

This verse illustrates God’s persistent efforts throughout history to reach His people. The phrase “I 
earnestly protested” conveys a deep sense of urgency and concern, portraying God as a passionate lover 
of His people who tirelessly implores them to obey Him. This continual appeal draws attention to 
God’s active role in the relationship, indicating His desire for their faithfulness. The use of “rising 
early” suggests that God’s calls were constant and diligent, reflecting His dedication to the spiritual 
well-being of Israel. It reinforces the message of divine compassion while also underlining the gravity 
of their recurring disobedience.

Jeremiah 11:8

"Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but walked every one in the imagination of their evil heart: 
therefore I will bring upon them all the words of this covenant, which I commanded them to do; but 
they did them not."

In this stark contrast, Jeremiah notes the Israelites’ failure to heed God’s voice. The phrase “walked 
every one in the imagination of their evil heart” captures the heart of their disobedience, highlighting 
how they pursued their own sinful desires instead of God’s commands. This rejection of divine 
guidance results in a dire consequence: God will bring upon them the judgments embedded in the 
covenant. This verse serves as a chilling warning of the consequences of disobedience, reinforcing the 
idea that turning away from God's commands leads to inevitable disaster and suffering.

Jeremiah 11:9

"And the LORD said unto me, A conspiracy is found among the men of Judah, and among the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem."

In this verse, God reveals to Jeremiah a troubling situation: a conspiracy among the people of Judah 
and Jerusalem. The term “conspiracy” denotes a secret, collective effort to oppose or undermine the 
covenant, suggesting that this is not an isolated act of disobedience but a widespread rebellion against 



God’s commands. This communal dilemma highlights the severity of the situation, indicating that the 
spiritual decline has permeated the entire society. It reflects not only their moral failures but also their 
intentional turning away from God, setting the stage for the prophet’s urgent calls for repentance and 
return to covenant faithfulness.

Jeremiah 11:10

"They are turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers, which refused to hear my words; and they 
went after other gods to serve them: the house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my 
covenant which I made with their fathers."

God identifies a grave spiritual regression—the people have returned to the iniquities of previous 
generations, reiterating a theme of historical patterns of disobedience. The reference to their forefathers 
anchors their behavior in a long-standing tradition of rebellion against God. By serving “other gods,” 
they forsake their unique relationship with Yahweh, demonstrating a profound breach of loyalty and 
covenant. This breaking of the covenant is portrayed as a communal betrayal by both the house of 
Israel and Judah, suggesting that the sins of the past are being repeated, leading to a dire need for 
repentance and restoration.

Jeremiah 11:11

"Therefore thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will bring evil upon them, which they shall not be able to 
escape; and though they shall cry unto me, I will not hearken unto them."

God delivers a solemn notice of impending judgment, stating that He will bring “evil upon them” as a 
consequence of their persistent disobedience. The use of “evil” here denotes calamity or disaster, 
indicating that the impending consequences are not merely punitive but also serve as a means for 
correction. The phrase “which they shall not be able to escape” amplifies the seriousness of the threat, 
implying that there will be no avenue for relief or avoidance. Despite their cries for help, God indicates 
that He will not respond, suggesting a rupture in communication resulting from their choices. This 
verse highlights the tragic consequences of forsaking God’s commandments and the reality that 
unrepentant sin creates barriers to divine mercy.

Jeremiah 11:12

"Then shall the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem go, and cry unto the gods unto whom 
they offer incense: but they shall not save them at all in the time of their trouble."

In this verse, Jeremiah paints a vivid picture of the futility of seeking help from idols during times of 
crisis. The people of Judah are depicted as turning to the false gods to whom they have turned for 
solace, demonstrating a misplaced trust that will lead to disappointment. The sarcastic tone 
encapsulates the deeply flawed belief that these nonexistent deities could offer any salvation in 
moments of trouble, exposing the folly of idolatry. This declaration serves to highlight the absurdity of 
abandoning the true God for powerless representations, calling into question their misguided priorities 
and revealing the inherent dangers in their spiritual choices.



Jeremiah 11:13

"For according to the number of thy cities were thy gods, O Judah; and according to the number of the 
streets of Jerusalem have ye set up altars to that shameful thing, even altars to burn incense unto Baal."

Here, God assesses the extent of Judah's idolatry, implying a ratio of cities to false gods, thus 
demonstrating the pervasive nature of their sin. The emphasis on how every city has its own idol, and 
how altars are littered "according to the number of the streets," conveys a sense of overwhelming 
spiritual pollution throughout the land. The phrase "that shameful thing" points to the disgraceful nature 
of their actions in idol worship, specifically addressing Baal worship—which was not just a rejection of 
true worship but a betrayal of their covenant relationship with Yahweh. This verse illustrates the depth 
of Israel's moral and spiritual corruption, serving as a stark reminder of the consequences of 
abandoning faithfulness to God.

Jeremiah 11:14

"Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry nor prayer for them: for I will not hear 
them in the time that they cry unto me for their trouble."

In this verse, God explicitly instructs Jeremiah not to intercede on behalf of Judah, indicating a depth of 
judgment that has reached a point of no return. The stark command “pray not thou for this people” 
reveals both God’s disappointment and His resolve to address their persistent sin. The idea that God 
will not hear their cries in times of trouble underscores the severed relationship resulting from their 
unrepentant state. This sets a profound and sobering tone for the people, indicating that their spiritual 
condition is dire and requires them to grapple with the reality of their rebellion against God, 
emphasizing the necessity of true repentance rather than mere ritualistic pleas.

Jeremiah 11:15

"What hath my beloved to do in mine house, seeing she hath wrought lewdness with many, and the 
holy flesh is passed from thee? when thou doest evil, then thou rejoicest."

This verse presents a poetic lament, indicating God’s sorrow over His people. The phrase “my beloved” 
signifies the deep, affectionate relationship God had with Israel, but it contrasts sharply with their 
unfaithfulness. The imagery of “lewdness with many” evokes the idea of spiritual adultery and 
unfaithfulness, illustrating how Israel has strayed from their first love, leading to the desecration of 
what is holy. The rhetorical questions emphasize God’s bewilderment at their behaviors, particularly 
their delight in wrongdoing, which showcases a deep spiritual depravity. This serves to highlight the 
gravity of their actions and the desolation of a once-holy community now steeped in sin.

Jeremiah 11:16

"The LORD called thy name, A green olive tree, fair, and of goodly fruit: with the noise of a great 
tumult he hath kindled fire upon it, and the branches of it are broken."

In this verse, God reflects on Israel's identity as a “green olive tree,” symbolizing vitality, beauty, and 
fruitfulness, representative of His plans for blessing and prosperity. However, this hopeful image is 



contrasted with the reality of a “great tumult” and the destructive fire He has kindled upon it, signifying 
impending judgment and devastation. The broken branches suggest a loss of potential and promise due 
to their disobedience, illustrating how their actions have led to serious repercussions. This imagery 
serves as a powerful reminder of what was lost due to their choices and stands as a significant warning 
of the consequences of turning away from God.

Jeremiah 11:17

"For the LORD of hosts, that planted thee, hath pronounced evil against thee for the evil of the house of 
Israel and of the house of Judah, which they have done against themselves to provoke me to anger in 
offering incense unto Baal."

In this concluding verse of the chapter, God attributes the calamity that will befall Israel to their own 
choices, emphasizing the self-inflicted nature of their downfall. By stating that He “hath pronounced 
evil against thee,” it underscores God’s role as the judge responding to their actions. The phrase 
“provoke me to anger” captures the emotional aspect of divine judgment, anchoring it in their 
deliberate apostasy to the worship of Baal. It starkly illustrates that their failure to remain loyal to God 
not only leads to their spiritual demise but also evokes divine wrath, reinforcing the necessity for 
repentance and a return to faithfulness to restore their relationship with God.

This breakdown captures the profound themes of law, judgment, and the ever-present call to repentance 
that resonates throughout Jeremiah Chapter 11.

CHAPTER 12:

Jeremiah 12:1

"Righteous art thou, O Lord, when I plead with thee: yet let me talk with thee of thy judgments: 
Wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper? wherefore are all they happy that deal very 
treacherously?"

In this verse, the prophet Jeremiah expresses a deep sense of perplexity and frustration concerning the 
apparent success of the wicked. He begins by affirming the righteousness of God, acknowledging that 
his complaint is not against God's character but rather an inquiry into His judgments. Jeremiah engages 
in an honest dialogue with God, seeking to understand the disparity between the fate of the righteous 
and the prosperity of those who act treacherously. This moment reveals a human struggle with faith in 
times of moral confusion; it reflects a questioning heart longing for clarity amid injustice. It 
underscores a persistent theme in the Bible, which grapples with the problem of evil and divine justice, 
leading believers to ponder why those who defy God seem to flourish while the faithful face adversity.

Jeremiah 12:2

"Thou hast planted them, yea, they have taken root: they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou 
art near in their mouth, and far from their reins."

Jeremiah observes the welfare of the wicked, acknowledging that they have been 'planted' and have 
taken root, using agricultural imagery to describe their stable and fruitful existence. This highlights a 



contrast between their external appearance of success and the spiritual emptiness that lies beneath. The 
phrase "thou art near in their mouth, and far from their reins" suggests that while the wicked may 
profess a knowledge of God or even speak His name, their hearts are far from Him. They prioritize 
their desires and ambitions over authentic devotion and righteousness, revealing a hypocrisy that 
deeply troubles Jeremiah. This verse invites reflection on the nature of true faith versus superficial 
religiosity, emphasizing that outward appearances can be deceiving.

Jeremiah 12:3

"But thou, O Lord, knowest me: thou hast seen me, and tried mine heart toward thee: pull them 
out like sheep for the slaughter, and prepare them for the day of slaughter."

In his plea, Jeremiah shifts from observation to a personal appeal, stating that God knows him 
intimately and has tested his heart. This acknowledgment is crucial because it reinforces the idea that 
God is fully aware of the sincerity or insincerity of individuals' hearts. Jeremiah's request for divine 
judgment against the wicked—depicted as sheep destined for slaughter—demonstrates his frustration 
and longing for justice. He desires God to take action against those who exploit and harm others 
without fear of repercussions. This verse conveys a profound sense of injustice felt by the faithful, 
calling into question the balance of divine retribution and the protection of the innocent, as Jeremiah 
yearns for vindication.

Jeremiah 12:4

"How long shall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field wither, for the wickedness of them 
that dwell therein? The beasts are consumed, and the birds; because they said, He shall not see 
our last end."

The prophet laments the devastation wrought by wickedness, suggesting that the entire land is suffering 
as a consequence of the people's sins. The imagery of a mourning land and withering herbs illustrates 
the idea that moral decay has tangible effects on the environment and the lives of creatures. Jeremiah 
emphasizes that the wicked not only affect themselves but also bring suffering to the innocent, as even 
the beasts and birds are affected by the struggles of the land. The phrase "He shall not see our last end" 
indicates a delusion among the wicked—they believe they will escape divine oversight and judgment. 
This highlights a critical aspect of Jeremiah's message, which is that sin has a communal impact 
beyond the individual, and the cry for God’s intervention is a plea for restoration and healing of not just 
the people but creation as a whole.

Jeremiah 12:5

"If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend 
with horses? and if in the land of peace, wherein thou trusted, they wearied thee, then how wilt 
thou do in the swelling of Jordan?"

In this verse, God responds through Jeremiah with a challenge that highlights the need for resilience 
and strength in the face of adversity. The imagery of footmen and horses symbolizes different levels of 
struggle—starting with relatively minor challenges before facing greater, more daunting obstacles. 



Jeremiah's earlier complaints are met with a reminder to bolster his fortitude; if he is wearied by minor 
conflicts, how will he withstand the impending crises symbolized by the "swelling of Jordan"? This 
verse serves as a metaphor for life’s challenges, urging one to develop faith and strength in preparation 
for more significant trials. God’s counsel suggests that faith must grow to meet the demands of the 
times, positioning the faithful to endure both current and future struggles.

Jeremiah 12:6

"For even thy brethren, and the house of thy father, even they have dealt treacherously with thee; 
yea, they have called a multitude after thee: believe them not, though they speak fair words unto 
thee."

Here, Jeremiah faces personal betrayal, as he acknowledges treachery even from those closest to him, 
including family and kin. This adds a layer of anguish to his plight, as trust is broken among familiar 
relations; it emphasizes the extent of corruption and disloyalty that permeates society. The mention of 
"fair words" indicates a duplicity—a façade that conceals true intentions, casting doubt over the 
sincerity of those who appear supportive but harbor ulterior motives. This verse resonates with anyone 
who has experienced betrayal, highlighting that faithfulness can be tested not only by external enemies 
but also by those within one’s own circle. Jeremiah's words serve as a warning to remain vigilant and 
discerning regarding whom to trust, reinforcing the theme of authenticity in relationships.

Jeremiah 12:7

"I have forsaken mine house, I have left mine heritage; I have given the dearly beloved of my 
soul into the hand of her enemies."

In this verse, the profound sense of loss is articulated through the metaphor of forsaken heritage and 
beloved house. Jeremiah acknowledges that God has distanced Himself from His people and His 
dwelling place amid their unfaithfulness. The phrase conveys both divine judgment and deep sorrow; it 
underscores that the abandonment is not merely a consequence of rebellion but also a tragic moment in 
the covenant relationship. The "dearly beloved of my soul" reflects God's deep emotional investment in 
His people, intensifying the tragedy of their betrayal. This verse is poignant as it encapsulates the 
heartache of spiritual separation from God, reminding believers of the depth of divine love and the 
despair that arises from turning away from it.

Jeremiah 12:8

"Mine heritage is unto me as a lion in the forest: it crieth out against me: therefore have I hated 
it."

Jeremiah uses imagery of a fierce lion to convey that God's heritage (His people) has become a source 
of contention and pain. The lion symbolizes not only danger but also a sense of uncontrollable power 
that profoundly impacts its surroundings. God’s expressed hatred indicates a strong emotional response 
to the betrayal and corruption of His people. This imagery conveys the idea that what was once 
cherished and protective has now become a haunting reminder of disappointment and spiritual strife. 



Within this context, the verse illustrates the struggle of God’s relationship with a wayward nation, 
offering powerful commentary about the consequences of sin and the deep anguish it brings.

Jeremiah 12:9

"My heritage is unto me as a speckled bird, the birds round about are against her; come ye, 
assemble all the beasts of the field, come to devour."

In this verse, the heritage is portrayed as a "speckled bird," which symbolizes uniqueness and 
vulnerability. The speckled nature of the bird suggests something that stands out, making it a target for 
attackers, similar to how God's people are surrounded by hostility from other nations. This creates a 
vivid image of isolation and impending danger. The call to assemble "all the beasts of the field" 
metaphorically expresses the impending judgement and destruction facing the people. Here, Jeremiah 
articulates the enemy's malicious intent, emphasizing the precarious state of a people who have turned 
from God. This imagery illustrates the dire consequences of estrangement from God and serves as a 
call for repentance and awareness of spiritual vulnerability.

Jeremiah 12:10

"Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion underfoot, they have 
made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness."

Jeremiah laments the role of leaders who have harmed God's people, referring to them as "pastors" or 
shepherds who are meant to protect and guide. Instead, these leaders have failed in their duty, leading 
to the devastation of God’s vineyard, which represents His people and their potential. The phrase 
"trodden my portion underfoot" signifies a blatant disregard for what is holy and valuable, while 
"desolate wilderness" conveys a ruinous result of neglect and poor leadership. This verse speaks to the 
responsibilities of spiritual leaders and the severe consequences of their failure. It also serves as a 
significant warning about the impact of leadership on the spiritual and communal life of a people, 
highlighting the vital connection between authority and accountability.

Jeremiah 12:11

"They have made it desolate, and being desolate, it mourneth unto me; and the pleasant land is 
desolate."

Continuing the theme of lamentation, the desolation of the land is portrayed as an entity that mourns, 
emphasizing the deep connection between the people and their land in the biblical narrative. The phrase 
"the pleasant land is desolate" encapsulates the tragedy of a once thriving community reduced to ruin 
due to human actions against God's will. This evokes a sense of grief and loss, as the land reflects the 
spiritual state of the people. The personification of the land mourning serves to heighten the emotional 
impact, suggesting that spiritual desolation leads to physical consequences, affecting the entire 
creation. Jeremiah's expression illustrates the holistic view in biblical theology, where the relationship 
between God, His people, and the land is intimately interconnected.



Jeremiah 12:12

"The spoilers are come upon all high places through the wilderness: for the sword of the Lord 
shall devour from the one end of the land even to the other end of the land: no flesh shall have 
peace."

In this verse, the "spoilers" signify invaders or destroyers who bring devastation, marking the high 
places—sites of worship and religious significance—implying that even the sacred has been violated. 
The prediction of widespread destruction, with the "sword of the Lord" acting as a divine instrument of 
judgment, resonates with the themes of divine wrath and justice. The phrase "no flesh shall have peace" 
indicates an ominous future devoid of security or tranquility, affecting everyone from the righteous to 
the wicked. This verse underscores the seriousness of sin and negligence towards God, illustrating that 
divine judgment is inevitable and total, calling for introspection among the people. It serves as both a 
dire warning and an urgent call to repentance, as the ramifications of turning away from God extend 
throughout the entire society.

Jeremiah 12:13

"They have sown wheat, but shall reap thorns: they have put themselves to pain, but shall not 
profit: and they shall be ashamed of your revenues because of the fierce anger of the Lord."

Jeremiah uses agricultural metaphors to illustrate the futility of the people's efforts. Sowing wheat—
representing good labor and intentions—yields thorns, symbolizing the painful consequences of their 
sinful actions. This paradox of sowing and reaping conveys a powerful message about the moral law of 
the harvest; while the people may expect rewards for their labor, they will encounter only despair and 
shame due to their transgressions. The phrase "shall be ashamed of your revenues" signifies that their 
aspirations and material gains will ultimately lead to disappointment when faced with God's judgment. 
This verse serves as a poignant reminder that actions devoid of righteousness and integrity lead to 
inevitable outcomes of loss, reinforcing the idea of accountability before God.

Jeremiah 12:14

"Thus saith the Lord against all mine evil neighbors, that touch the inheritance which I have 
caused my people Israel to inherit; Behold, I will pluck them out of their land, and pluck out the 
house of Judah from among them."

In this verse, God speaks of judgment against the nations that threaten Israel's inheritance. The term 
"evil neighbors" suggests a clear delineation between those who stand against God’s people and His 
divine protection. The imagery of plucking signifies a powerful and decisive action that God will 
undertake to remove these threats and to protect the heritage of Israel. This promise of restoration and 
protection for Judah reflects God's faithfulness and intent to preserve His chosen people amidst 
adversity. The verse highlights the ongoing struggle of God's people against external forces and 
reassures them of God’s sovereignty over their welfare. It signals hope for those who are burdened by 
the weight of their circumstances, reinforcing God's commitment to stand against the enemies of His 
people and ensuring their ultimate restoration.



Jeremiah 12:15

"And it shall come to pass, after that I have plucked them out I will return, and have compassion 
on them, and will bring them again, every man to his heritage, and every man to his land."

Here, God assures restoration and healing for His people after judgment is enacted against their 
enemies. The promise of compassion implies a return to grace, showcasing God’s deep love and desire 
to restore His relationship with Israel. The phrase "bring them again" emphasizes physical and spiritual 
restoration, indicating that God will return Judah to their rightful place and heritage. This not only 
involves a geographical return but also speaks to the renewal of identity and purpose. The transition 
from judgment to compassion serves as a theological linchpin in understanding God's character—He is 
both just and merciful. This verse provides hope and encourages perseverance, reminding believers that 
even after facing consequences, restoration is within reach through God’s enduring faithfulness.

Jeremiah 12:16

"And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, to swear by my 
name, The Lord liveth; as they taught my people to swear by Baal; then shall they be built in the 
midst of my people."

This verse introduces a conditional aspect to the promises of restoration. God asserts that the nations 
must turn from their erroneous ways and adopt the ways of His people to experience blessing. The call 
for them to swear by God's name illustrates the need for a sincere commitment to the true God, 
contrasting sharply with their previous allegiance to Baal. The implication is that genuine worship 
rooted in truth leads to inclusion among God’s people. This highlights a recurring biblical theme that 
emphasizes the transformative power of repentance and faith. The promise of being "built in the midst 
of my people" suggests a future of unity and peace, as even formerly estranged nations who turn to God 
can find their place within His community. This verse echoes the hope of redemption and inclusion in 
God’s kingdom for all who earnestly seek Him.

Jeremiah 12:17

"But if they will not obey, I will utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, saith the Lord."

In stark contrast to the previous promise, this verse cautions against disobedience. God makes it clear 
that the continued rejection of His ways will lead to severe consequences—utter destruction of the 
disobedient nations. The language of "utterly pluck up" emphasizes a complete and total eradication, 
highlighting the seriousness of transgressing against God’s commands. This declaration serves as a 
sobering reminder that divine mercy is contingent upon human response; those who refuse to adhere to 
God's ways will face dire consequences. The verse serves as a final warning about the importance of 
obedience and the repercussions of resistance to God, embodying the themes of justice and 
accountability throughout the prophetic literature. The phrasing strikes a tone of urgency, imploring 
listeners to recognize the critical choice between blessing and destruction based on fidelity to God’s 
will. 



CHAPTER 13:

Jeremiah 13:1

"Thus saith the Lord unto me, Go and get thee a linen girdle, and put it upon thy loins, and put it not in 
water."

In this verse, God commands Jeremiah to procure a linen girdle, which is a type of belt or sash often 
made of fine linen. The choice of linen is significant as it symbolizes purity and holiness, being a 
material associated with the priestly garments in the Israelite tradition. The directive not to wet the 
girdle is intentional; it establishes a condition for the subsequent symbolic act. God is using this object 
to convey a deeper message about the relationship between Him and the people of Israel. By instructing 
Jeremiah to wear this girdle, God is preparing to provide vivid imagery that will illustrate the 
consequences of the people's unfaithfulness.

Jeremiah 13:2

"So I got a girdle according to the word of the Lord, and put it on my loins."

Here, we see Jeremiah obediently following God's command. He acquires the linen girdle and wears it 
as instructed, symbolizing his role as a faithful servant of God. This act of obedience is crucial—
Jeremiah is not merely acting on his own volition; he is carrying out God's directives. This verse 
emphasizes the importance of obedience in the prophetic calling. In the context of the narrative, the 
girdle serves as a preparatory element for God’s forthcoming revelation about the state of Judah and the 
implications of their behavior. The physical act of wearing the girdle sets the stage for the more 
substantial message God is about to convey.

Jeremiah 13:3

"And the word of the Lord came unto me the second time, saying,"

This verse signifies a moment of renewal in Jeremiah’s prophetic experience. The phrase "the word of 
the Lord came unto me the second time" indicates that God is reiterating His message to Jeremiah, 
underscoring the importance of what is to follow. This method of divine communication serves not 
only to establish Jeremiah's authority as a prophet but also emphasizes the gravity of the situation at 
hand. The repetition signifies God's persistent desire to reach His people, even in their impending 
judgment. This re-establishment of communication reflects God’s ongoing relationship with His 
prophet and by extension, with Israel.

Jeremiah 13:4

"Take the girdle that thou hast got, which is upon thy loins, and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it there 
in a hole of the rock."

God instructs Jeremiah to take the girdle he has been wearing and journey to the Euphrates River to 
hide it in a rock. This command serves as a deliberate and significant action in the prophetic narrative. 
The Euphrates is often associated with the far reaches of the territory of Israel and symbolizes a place 



of distance; by insisting Jeremiah travel there, God is using geographic imagery to underline the 
disconnection between Himself and the people of Judah. The act of hiding the girdle signifies the 
impending separation and decay of Israel's relationship with God due to their disobedience. This is not 
just a literal hiding, but represents a deeper spiritual truth about how God perceives the state of His 
covenant with His people.

Jeremiah 13:5

"So I went, and hid it by Euphrates, as the Lord commanded me."

In this verse, we see Jeremiah's immediate obedience following God's command. He travels to the 
Euphrates and hides the girdle in the manner specified by God. This act reinforces Jeremiah’s role as a 
diligent prophet, willing to follow God's directives without hesitation. It also serves as a critical 
narrative transition; the girdle, now hidden, will later serve as a metaphor for the fate that awaits the 
people of Judah. Jeremiah’s actions reflect the overarching theme of the prophetic mission: to illustrate 
the dire consequences of unfaithfulness to God. The obedience displayed here also underscores the 
need for prophetic actions to be rooted in divine instruction.

Jeremiah 13:6

"And it came to pass after many days, that the Lord said unto me, Arise, go to Euphrates, and take the 
girdle from thence, which I commanded thee to hide there."

After some time had passed, God instructs Jeremiah to retrieve the girdle he had hidden. This delay in 
God's command signifies the patience of God but also the inevitable fulfillment of His word. By calling 
Jeremiah back to the Euphrates, God is preparing to reveal the importance of the girdle and its 
condition after being hidden. This command demonstrates God's sovereignty and emphasizes that He is 
in control of timing and purpose. The retrieval is significant; it marks the transition from a seemingly 
mundane object into a potent symbol of the state of Israel. It reflects how God works through time to 
bring about His plan, even if the people of Judah are unaware of the coming judgment and 
consequences of their actions.

Jeremiah 13:7

"Then I went to Euphrates, and digged, and took the girdle from the place where I had hid it: and, 
behold, the girdle was marred, it was profitable for nothing."

Upon retrieving the girdle, Jeremiah discovers that it is ruined and of no use. The phrase "marred" 
indicates the deterioration and corruption of the girdle, symbolizing Israel's own degradation due to 
their disobedience and idolatry. The girdle’s former usefulness is now void, painting a vivid picture of 
why God used such an object; it reflects the once-promising relationship between God and His people 
that has now become useless due to their unfaithfulness. This moment serves as a crucial pivot in the 
narrative where the symbolism moves from an object of beauty and purpose to one of destruction and 
lack of value. God uses this tangible example to drive home the message that just as the girdle has 
become worthless, so too has the state of the nation due to their rebellion against Him.



Jeremiah 13:8

"Then the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,"

After Jeremiah observes the condition of the girdle, he receives a new word from God. This phrase 
reiterates the active communication between God and Jeremiah, emphasizing God’s continuous 
engagement with His prophet. The shift from the physical act of retrieval back to the prophetic message 
illustrates how God uses tangible experiences to impart spiritual truths to His people. The narrative is 
moving toward a climactic point where God is prepared to explain the significance of the ruined girdle, 
connecting the visible object with the spiritual reality of Israel's condition. It is a moment of revelation 
that adds depth to the entire prophetic act, linking the actions of Jeremiah with the forthcoming 
declaration from God.

Jeremiah 13:9

"Thus saith the Lord, After this manner will I mar the pride of Judah, and the great pride of Jerusalem."

In this verse, God directly parallels the condition of the girdle to the pride of Judah and Jerusalem. The 
phrase "I will mar the pride" invokes a strong warning; just as the girdle has been rendered useless, so 
too will God strip away the pride and arrogance that the people possess. This pride is emblematic of 
their reliance on their own strength and idols rather than on God. The declaration serves as a prophetic 
judgment against the hubris of the people, warning them of the impending consequences rooted in their 
spiritual unfaithfulness. It signifies a broader theological reality—God’s holiness cannot coexist with 
prideful rebellion. Here lies the core of the prophetic message, underscoring that the pride of Judah will 
lead to their downfall and destruction.

Jeremiah 13:10

"This evil people, which refuse to hear my words, which walk in the imagination of their heart, and 
walk after other gods, to serve them, and to worship them, shall even be as this girdle, which is good 
for nothing."

In this verse, God elaborates on the characteristics of the people of Judah, describing them as "this evil 
people." Their refusal to heed God's words is at the heart of their spiritual malady. By following the 
"imagination of their heart" and pursuing other gods, they have turned away from the covenant 
relationship established with the Lord. This contrasts sharply with the image of the girdle, which was 
once pure and useful. The stark statement that they "shall even be as this girdle, which is good for 
nothing" signifies the total loss of purpose and value. The disobedience and idolatry displayed by the 
people will lead to their ultimate destruction and separation from divine favor. This verse acts as a dire 
warning, drawing a clear line between faithfulness to God and the consequences of neglecting His 
voice.

Jeremiah 13:11

"For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave unto me the whole house of 
Israel and the whole house of Judah, saith the Lord; that they might be unto me for a people, and for a 
name, and for a praise, and for a glory: but they would not hear."



This powerful metaphor compares the relationship between the girdle and a man to God's intended 
closeness with Israel. Just as a girdle wraps tightly around the waist, God desired that His people would 
cling closely to Him, embodying His purposes as a cherished possession. God expresses His desire for 
Israel and Judah to reflect His glory, to be a people set apart for His name. However, the devastating 
conclusion—“but they would not hear”—indicates the tragic refusal of God’s people to engage in this 
intimate relationship. This verse encapsulates the deep sorrow of God as He reflects on His loss, 
emphasizing the benefits of being closely aligned with Him versus the consequences of estrangement. 
The imagery thus serves to illustrate not only the hope and purpose inherent in a relationship with God 
but also the severe repercussions of rejecting that relationship.

Jeremiah 13:12

"Therefore thou shalt speak unto them this word; Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Every bottle shall 
be filled with wine: and they shall say unto thee, Do we not certainly know that every bottle shall be 
filled with wine?"

In this verse, God instructs Jeremiah to share an additional message with the people. The imagery of 
bottles being filled with wine carries multiple layers of meaning. On one level, it is a familiar and 
understandable concept for the people, who could easily relate to the process of wine-making. Here, 
God anticipates the response of the people, who might dismiss the message as obvious. However, God 
uses this analogy to illustrate a deeper spiritual truth about judgment and divine purposes. The 
expectation that the bottles will be filled symbolizes the certainty of God's impending judgment, even if 
people refuse to see or acknowledge it. Their rationalization reflects a broader attitude of complacency 
and skepticism toward prophetic warnings. Jeremiah is tasked with delivering a message that 
challenges this assumption, aiming to awaken the people to the reality of their situation.

Jeremiah 13:13

"Then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land, 
even the kings that sit upon David's throne, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, with drunkenness."

Here, God’s declaration takes a dramatic turn, asserting that He will cause the inhabitants of the land—
including kings, priests, and prophets—to experience "drunkenness." This metaphorical drunkenness 
signifies confusion and spiritual disorientation, which is a severe consequence of their continued 
rebellion against God. The mention of all strata of society—leaders, religious figures, and common 
people—highlights the pervasive nature of their sin and the comprehensive judgment that is coming 
upon them. God’s impending action will lead to societal chaos, much like the effects of literal 
drunkenness, where the ability to reason and make sound decisions is compromised. In this prophecy, 
we see a stark reminder that no one is exempt from the consequences of turning away from God, 
emphasizing the critical nature of national repentance and the urgent need for a return to divine 
alignment.



Jeremiah 13:14

"And I will dash them one against another, even the fathers and the sons together, saith the Lord: I will 
not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy, but destroy them."

This verse unveils the severe nature of God’s judgment and the intensity of His wrath. The imagery of 
dashing "them one against another" evokes a violent and chaotic scene, depicting the turmoil that will 
ensue as families and communities are torn apart by the consequences of their actions. The mention of 
"fathers and sons" symbolizes the comprehensive destruction that will affect generations, highlighting 
the deep familial and societal fractures resulting from their disobedience. The emphatic statement of "I 
will not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy" underscores the finality and severity of God’s judgment; it 
marks a point of no return. This is a poignant reminder that continued rebellion against God leads to 
irrevocable consequences, and it calls attention to the seriousness of personal and national 
accountability. The warning serves to solemnly remind the people of their precarious situation and the 
urgency of returning to God.

Jeremiah 13:15

"Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the Lord hath spoken."

In this verse, God implores the people to listen attentively and not to be proud, urging them to humble 
themselves before Him. The call to "hear" and "give ear" indicates a desire for a genuine engagement 
with His word, contrasting sharply with the previous attitudes of arrogance and disregard. The direct 
address "for the Lord hath spoken" serves to emphasize the authority of God’s message, reminding the 
people that these words carry divine weight and should be taken seriously. This verse encapsulates 
God's desperate yearning for His people to respond positively to His warnings. The repeated themes of 
listening and humility invite them to abandon their pride and consider the gravity of their situation 
before it is too late. The urgency in this call reflects a God who longs for reconciliation and restoration 
with His people.

Jeremiah 13:16

"Give glory to the Lord your God, before he cause darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the 
dark mountains, and, while ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow of death, and make it gross 
darkness."

This verse serves as a stark warning and an appeal to repentance. God urges the people to "give glory" 
to Him, indicating that their acknowledgment of His authority and sovereignty is paramount, 
particularly in light of the impending judgment. The references to "darkness" and "dark mountains" 
create vivid imagery of despair and hopelessness. The condition of stumbling signifies spiritual 
blindness caused by neglecting God and refusing to heed His warnings. The urgency is palpable in 
“while ye look for light," underscoring the critical moment when they still have the opportunity to turn 
back to Him. However, the warning also clarifies that if they do not, God may turn their anticipated 
light into darkness, leaving them in a state of hopelessness. This verse encapsulates the tension between 
hope and judgment, conveying the message that recognition of God’s glory is essential to avoid 
spiritual demise.



Jeremiah 13:17

"But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; and mine eyes shall weep 
sore, and run down with tears, because the Lord's flock is carried away captive."

In this deeply emotional verse, God expresses the profound sorrow He feels over the people's pride and 
refusal to listen. The imagery of God's soul weeping in "secret places" signifies a profound sense of 
grief and loss. This is not merely a matter of divine judgment; it reflects God's longing for relationship 
and the pain of seeing His people continue on a path that leads to devastation. The mention of tears 
running down emphasizes the depth of His compassion for His people, whom He refers to as His 
"flock." The metaphor evokes the image of a shepherd mourning over lost sheep, illustrating the tender 
care God has for His people even in moments of discipline. The mention of captivity reinforces the 
consequences of their pride and disobedience, highlighting that their choices have ramifications that 
affect their status as a nation. This verse provides a poignant reminder of God's loving nature, even 
amidst judgment, and emphasizes the depth of His desire for the people to return to Him.

Jeremiah 13:18

"Say unto the king and to the queen, Humble yourselves, sit down: for your principalities shall come 
down, even the crown of your glory."

This verse serves as a direct admonition to the leadership of Judah, specifically addressing the king and 
queen. The command to "humble yourselves" underscores the necessity of humility before God, 
especially for those in positions of authority. The call to "sit down" may signify a cessation of their 
prideful actions and a recognition of their vulnerability before God. The phrase "your principalities 
shall come down" indicates that their authority and power are under threat and will ultimately be 
diminished due to their unfaithfulness. The reference to "the crown of your glory" symbolizes their 
status, power, and wealth, which will be stripped away as a consequence of their actions. This serves 
not only as a warning but also as a call for repentance, emphasizing that true leadership requires 
humility and recognition of one's dependence on God. The verse conveys the message that even those 
in the highest positions must submit to divine authority, or risk facing the consequences of their pride.

Jeremiah 13:19

"And the cities of the south shall be shut up, and none shall open them: Judah shall be carried away 
captive, all of it; it shall be wholly carried away captive."

In this verse, God reveals the ultimate consequence of Judah's disobedience: they will be taken into 
captivity. The phrase "the cities of the south shall be shut up" denotes a complete overwhelming of 
their defenses. This shutting up signifies not only physical capture but also spiritual desolation, as the 
cities will become desolate with no chance of rescue. The certainty of "Judah shall be carried away 
captive" highlights the totality of the judgment—there will be no part of the nation that escapes this 
fate. The repetition of "wholly carried away captive" accentuates the thoroughness of the impending 
judgment and the dire circumstances that will engulf the people. This verse serves as a sobering climax 
to the dire warnings given throughout the chapter, emphasizing the significance of heeding God’s word 



to avoid such catastrophic results. It illustrates the grim reality of a nation that has turned away from 
God and the accompanying loss of identity and security.

Jeremiah 13:20

"Lift up your eyes, and behold them that come from the north: where is the flock that was given thee, 
thy beautiful flock?"

Here, God encourages the people to look toward the north, where their enemies are coming. This 
imagery evokes a sense of impending doom as the danger approaches. The rhetorical question about the 
"flock that was given thee, thy beautiful flock" serves as a poignant reminder of what they are about to 
lose. The phrasing indicates that Judah, once cherished and protected, is now vulnerable to destruction 
and captivity. The reference to "flock" once again introduces the shepherd-sheep metaphor, 
underscoring the relationship God had with His people. The beauty of the flock symbolizes their value 
and potential when aligned with God’s will, contrasting sharply with the devastation that is about to 
unfold. This verse accentuates the tragic loss of identity and security as Judah faces the consequences 
of straying from God, driving home the emotional weight of their imminent disaster.

Jeremiah 13:21

"What wilt thou say when he shall punish thee? for thou hast taught them to be captains, and as chief 
over thee: shall not sorrows take thee, as a woman in travail?"

In this verse, God poses a rhetorical question intended to provoke thought and reflection concerning the 
consequences of their actions. The phrase "What wilt thou say when he shall punish thee?" emphasizes 
the inevitable nature of divine judgment and calls the people to consider their accountability for their 
actions. The proclamation that they have "taught them to be captains" signifies a self-inflicted fate; 
their leaders, previously trusted, will now rise as adversaries against them. The poignant analogy to a 
woman in travail evokes the intense suffering and sorrow that will accompany their punishment, 
illustrating the severity of their impending trials. The use of this imagery conveys the message that the 
pain they face will be deep and difficult, encapsulating both physical and emotional turmoil. This verse 
serves as a final appeal for the people to recognize the trajectory of their choices and the dire 
consequences of their rebellion against God.

Jeremiah 13:22

"And if thou say in thine heart, Wherefore come these things upon me? for the greatness of thine 
iniquity are thy skirts discovered, and thy heels made bare."

In this verse, God anticipates the people's response to their suffering. The question "Wherefore come 
these things upon me?" reflects a sense of confusion or denial about the impending punishment. 
However, God clarifies that the reason for their misfortunes is traced back to their "greatness of thine 
iniquity." Here, the metaphor of their skirts being "discovered" and their "heels made bare" speaks to 
their shame and vulnerability as a result of their sin. This imagery indicates that their pride has been 
stripped away, exposing their nakedness before God—a clear representation of disgrace and the 
consequences of unfaithfulness. This verse invites the people to confront the reality of their actions and 



understand that their present suffering stems from a long-standing pattern of disobedience. It is a stark 
reminder that they are accountable for their choices, starkly illustrating the link between sin and 
suffering.

Jeremiah 13:23

"Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are 
accustomed to do evil."

In this verse, God uses the well-known images of the Ethiopian's skin and the leopard's spots to 
highlight the improbability of change without divine intervention. The rhetorical question stresses the 
fixed nature of one’s inherent traits, illustrating that just as these animals cannot alter their fundamental 
identities, neither can the people of Judah expect to change their sinful nature without a significant 
transformation. The phrase "then may ye also do good" challenges the notion that they can simply 
switch from doing evil to doing good without genuine repentance and heart change. This declaration 
encapsulates the hopelessness of their current situation and highlights the deep-rootedness of their 
iniquity. This verse serves as a sobering reminder that change requires more than an outward 
appearance; it necessitates a transformation of the heart and spirit, emphasizing the profound nature of 
repentance and the need for divine aid.

Jeremiah 13:24

"Therefore will I scatter them as the stubble that passeth away by the wind of the wilderness."

In this verse, God declares His intention to scatter the people of Judah, using the metaphor of "stubble" 
that is easily blown away by the wind. This imagery evokes a sense of lack of stability and 
permanence, underscoring the severity and finality of their judgment. To be scattered in this manner 
reflects not only physical dislocation but also spiritual desolation; they will be separated from their 
land, their community, and ultimately from God's protection. The notion of being carried away like 
stubble signifies vulnerability and the potential for destruction. This verse functions as a powerful 
climax to the preceding warnings, emphasizing the consequences of their disobedience and lack of 
repentance. It serves to reinforce the message that without genuine humility and a return to God, they 
will face dire outcomes, illustrating the profound implications of turning away from divine guidance.

Jeremiah 13:25

"This is thy lot, the portion of thy measures from me, saith the Lord; because thou hast forgotten me, 
and trusted in falsehood."

In this verse, God clarifies the severity of Judah’s situation by explaining that their current fate is a 
direct result of their choices. The phrase "This is thy lot" signifies the final determination of their 
circumstances, with "the portion of thy measures" highlighting that they are reaping what they have 
sown due to their actions. The description of having "forgotten me" conveys a sense of abandonment 
and neglect, indicating that the people have turned away from their covenant relationship with God. 
Their trust in "falsehood" points to their reliance on idols or deceitful practices rather than faith in the 
true God. This condemnation reinforces the principle of accountability, presenting the inevitable 



consequences that arise when divine faithfulness is met with human unfaithfulness. The verse serves as 
a profound reminder of the weight of the choices made by the people, illustrating the importance of 
remaining steadfast in faith and loyalty to God.

Jeremiah 13:26

"Therefore will I discover thy skirts upon thy face, that thy shame may appear."

In this verse, God intensifies the imagery of shame associated with Judah’s iniquity. The phrase "I will 
discover thy skirts upon thy face" evokes a profound sense of exposure and humiliation. In the cultural 
context of the time, the exposure of one’s body would symbolize a loss of dignity and honor, 
highlighting the severity of their disgrace. This metaphor illustrates that the people’s sins will become 
apparent to all, and the consequences of their unfaithfulness will not remain hidden. The purpose of this 
revelation—the exposure of shame—serves as both a punishment and a sobering reminder that their 
actions have led to irrevocable consequences. This call for acknowledgment of shame underscores the 
need for repentance and a return to purity. The overall message emphasizes God’s desire for His people 
to recognize the depth of their sin and to seek restoration rather than continue in the path of rebellion.

Jeremiah 13:27

"I have seen thine adulteries, and thy neighings, the lewdness of thy whoredom, and thine abominations 
on the hills in the fields. Woe unto thee, O Jerusalem! wilt thou not be made clean? when shall it once 
be?"

The concluding verse of this chapter presents a somber catalog of Judah's sins, employing vivid and 
intense language to convey the gravity of their actions. Phrases such as "thine adulteries," "lewdness of 
thy whoredom," and "thine abominations" evoke strong images of spiritual infidelity and idolatry, 
indicating that the people have forsaken their exclusive commitment to God. The locations mentioned, 
"on the hills in the fields," reflect the prevalent practices of idol worship that took place outside of 
Jerusalem. The proclamation of "Woe unto thee, O Jerusalem!" serves as a lament and a warning, 
encapsulating God’s sorrow over the city’s rebellion. The urgent question—"wilt thou not be made 
clean?"—reflects God’s longing for redemption and restoration, highlighting the availability of grace 
and the hope for spiritual renewal. This verse leaves the reader with a profound sense of urgency 
regarding repentance, compelling the people to confront their unfaithfulness and seek restoration before 
it is too late. The chapter concludes on a note of personal responsibility, emphasizing the need for self-
examination and a desire for cleansing, both individually and collectively.

Each verse in Jeremiah 13 offers a powerful exploration of themes such as disobedience, judgment, 
repentance, and divine longing for relationship. The chapter gives a poignant insight into the prophetic 
messages concerning the devastating consequences of turning away from God while simultaneously 
illuminating the hope for redemption through humility and repentance.

CHAPTER 14:



Jeremiah 14:1

"The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah concerning the drought."

In this opening verse, we see the prophet Jeremiah receiving a direct message from the Lord regarding 
a severe drought affecting the land. The term "the word of the LORD" indicates a prophetic revelation, 
emphasizing the divine authority behind the message being conveyed. The drought serves as a 
significant symbol in this context, representing not just a physical lack of rain but also a spiritual 
desolation among the people of Judah. It underscores the urgency of the situation and sets the stage for 
the unfolding themes of lamentation and repentance that reflect the broader spiritual crisis in the nation.

Jeremiah 14:2

"Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof languish; they are black unto the ground; and the cry of 
Jerusalem is gone up."

Here, we witness a vivid portrayal of the emotional and physical despair in Judah due to the drought. 
The mourning of Judah is indicative of the collective suffering experienced by its inhabitants; the 
"gates" symbolize the entrances to the city, which are described as "languishing" — a term that reflects 
the desolation and inactivity resulting from the drought. The imagery of being "black unto the ground" 
depicts the parched earth, emphasizing the severity of the conditions. The "cry of Jerusalem" rising up 
suggests a desperate plea to God for help, highlighting not only the dire circumstances but also the 
realization of their need for divine intervention. 

Jeremiah 14:3

"And their nobles have sent their little ones to the waters: they came to the pits, and found no 
water; they returned with their vessels empty; they were ashamed and confounded, and covered 
their heads."

In this verse, the prophet provides a poignant illustration of the desperation experienced by the people. 
The nobles, traditionally seen as the leaders or wealthier classes, are now forced to send their children 
to fetch water, a task typically beneath their status, indicating a societal collapse. They are met with 
empty pits, symbolizing not just a lack of physical resources but also the severe implications of their 
circumstances—shame and confusion set in as they return without anything to show for their efforts. 
The actions of "covering their heads" denote deep cultural expressions of grief and humiliation, 
reflecting their awareness of their plight as a community that has lost its vitality.

Jeremiah 14:4

"Because the ground is chapped, for there was no rain in the earth, the plowmen were ashamed, 
they covered their heads."

This verse provides further insight into the agricultural devastation caused by the drought. The 
description of the ground as "chapped" illustrates its cracked and parched state, a clear indication of an 
ecological crisis. The embarrassment of the plowmen suggests that their efforts to cultivate the land 
have failed, leaving them to confront the harsh reality of their unyielding fields. The act of "covering 



their heads" again reflects a profound sense of shame and defeat, resonating not only with the laborers 
but also echoing the broader sentiment of a community that has not only lost its crops but is also 
suffering from a spiritual drought due to its disobedience to God.

Jeremiah 14:5

"Yea, the hind also calved in the field, and forsook it, because there was no grass."

In this verse, the plight of nature is personified through the hind, a type of deer. The fact that the hind 
has "calved in the field" signifies the continuation of life, yet the abandonment of her newborn due to a 
lack of grass further illustrates the extent of the environmental devastation. This abandonment is 
symbolic of a broader brokenness in the natural order, one that reflects the consequences of the people's 
sins. The image serves as a powerful reminder that not only humanity suffers in times of spiritual and 
physical drought, but all of creation is affected by the consequences of sin and the turning away from 
God.

Jeremiah 14:6

"And the wild asses did stand in the high places; they snuffed up the wind like dragons; their 
eyes did fail, because there was no grass."

Jeremiah now turns to the wild asses, creatures that are typically known for their resilience in harsh 
environments. However, the depiction of them standing on high places, snuffing up the wind and 
failing eyes, reveals their own desperation in the face of drought. The reference to "dragons" serves to 
amplify their plight; these majestic yet fearsome creatures are often symbols of power and dominance. 
The failure of their eyes symbolizes not only a lack of physical sustenance but perhaps an overarching 
hopelessness. This vivid imagery reinforces the notion that the drought has cascading effects on all 
living beings, cementing a message of lamentation that extends beyond human suffering to encompass 
the entire ecosystem.

Jeremiah 14:7

"O LORD, though our iniquities testify against us, do thou it for thy name's sake: for our 
backslidings are many; we have sinned against thee."

In this verse, Jeremiah turns to God in a plea that acknowledges the nation's sinfulness. The stark 
admission that "our iniquities testify against us" highlights a deep awareness of guilt and collective 
wrongdoing. It underscores the principle of accountability, suggesting that their current sufferings are 
not arbitrary but rather a consequence of their actions. However, the appeal to God's name signifies a 
hope rooted in His character and covenantal faithfulness rather than personal merit. This longing for 
divine intervention despite their backslidings reveals the prophet’s understanding of God's mercy and 
grace, invoking a powerful call for redemption and restoration.

Jeremiah 14:8

"O the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger 
in the land, and as a wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for a night?"



Jeremiah addresses God directly as "the hope of Israel," reinforcing the belief that ultimate salvation 
and deliverance can only come from Him. The metaphor of God as a "stranger" or a "wayfaring man" 
emphasizes the deep sense of abandonment felt by the people during this crisis. This suggests that the 
divine presence, which they expected to be a constant source of comfort and aid, seems to have 
withdrawn in their time of need. The question posed serves as a poignant lament, reflecting the 
disconnection between God's eternal faithfulness and their current experiences of leanness. It invites 
reflection on the nature of their relationship with God and calls for an acknowledgment of His intimate 
involvement in their struggles.

Jeremiah 14:9

"Why shouldest thou be as a man astonied, as a mighty man that cannot save? yet thou, O 
LORD, art in the midst of us, and we are called by thy name; leave us not."

Continuing the theme of lament, this verse implores God not to seem powerless or astonished in the 
face of calamity. The comparison to a "mighty man that cannot save" is striking because it challenges 
the understanding of God's omnipotence. Despite their situation, the people affirm that God is "in the 
midst of us," which underscores His covenantal relationship with Israel. The reference to being called 
by His name highlights their identity and special status in the divine plan. The plea "leave us not" is 
deeply heartfelt, expressing both a recognition of their need for God’s salvation and a desire to remain 
in His presence amidst their difficulties, which signifies a longing for restoration.

Jeremiah 14:10

"Thus saith the LORD unto this people, Thus have they loved to wander, they have not refrained 
their feet, therefore the LORD doth not accept them; he will now remember their iniquity, and 
visit their sins."

In response to the people’s pleas, God asserts the root of their suffering: their willful disobedience and 
love for wandering. This phrase paints a picture of a people persistent in going astray from God’s 
commands, reflecting a moral and spiritual failure that has led to divine judgment. God's declaration 
that He "will now remember their iniquity" signifies a turning point; no longer will He overlook their 
transgressions. Instead, He will actively confront their sins, indicating that the consequences of their 
actions are imminent. This serves as a sober reminder that God's patience has limits and underscores 
the importance of returning to Him in repentance.

Jeremiah 14:11

"Then said the LORD unto me, Pray not for this people for their good."

Here, God explicitly instructs Jeremiah not to intercede on behalf of the people. This is a profound 
moment, as it conveys a severe shift in God’s relationship with Israel. The instruction not to pray "for 
their good" indicates a decisive action of judgment; a time has come when the persistent backsliding 
and refusal to repent have led to an irrevocable condition. This statement serves as a poignant warning 
about the seriousness of sin and highlights the gravity of the situation, illustrating that individual and 
corporate repentance must precede any hope for restoration or divine favor.



Jeremiah 14:12

"When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and an oblation, I 
will not accept them: but I will consume them by the sword, and by the famine, and by the 
pestilence."

This verse reveals the stark reality of God’s judgment against the people. He declares that their rituals
—fasting, offerings, and prayers—will not be heard or accepted because their hearts are far from Him. 
This rejection of their acts of worship highlights the principle that outward expressions of piety are 
meaningless without true repentance and inner transformation. The consequences laid out for their 
continued rebellion are severe: being consumed by "the sword, and by the famine, and by the 
pestilence" serves as a triad of judgment that encompasses various calamities, emphasizing that without 
sincere repentance, the people are doomed to face the full weight of their sins.

Jeremiah 14:13

"Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, 
neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace in this place."

In this verse, Jeremiah appears distraught upon hearing God’s declaration. He calls out, expressing a 
mixture of disbelief and anguish, particularly in light of the contrasting messages from false prophets 
who proclaim peace. This moment illustrates the tension between divine truth and the comforting 
assurances offered by false prophets, who provide a false sense of security. Jeremiah’s lamentation 
underscores the confusion that arises when people choose to believe what they want to hear rather than 
confronting the hard truth of their spiritual state. It serves to highlight the prophetic tradition’s role in 
challenging false narratives and emphasizing the necessity of aligning with God's will to receive 
genuine peace.

Jeremiah 14:14

"Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither 
have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and 
divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart."

God responds clearly to Jeremiah’s lament by denouncing the false prophets. He emphasizes that these 
prophets were not sent by Him, illustrating that their messages were not rooted in divine revelation but 
rather sprang from their own deceitful hearts. The repeated insistence that “I sent them not” highlights 
the gravity of leading people astray with false promises. The description of their prophecies as "false 
vision and divination" indicates that they distort the truth and exploit the people's desires for comfort 
rather than calling them to true repentance. This verse serves as a cautionary reminder about the 
importance of spiritual discernment and the dangers posed by those who lead others away from God’s 
truth.



Jeremiah 14:15

"Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent 
them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and famine shall 
those prophets be consumed."

In this verse, God pronounces judgment upon the false prophets who have led the people astray. By 
stating that those who falsely prophesy "shall be consumed" by the very calamities they claimed would 
not occur, God underscores the irony and justice of His judgment. This proclamation serves not only as 
a warning to the prophets themselves but also as a stark validation of God's unwavering truth and the 
seriousness of misrepresenting His message. It reinforces the central themes of accountability and 
divine retribution while illustrating that the consequences of deceit extend not just to the messengers 
but also to those who follow them.

Jeremiah 14:16

"And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of 
the famine and the sword; and they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their 
sons, nor their daughters: for I will pour their wickedness upon them."

This verse paints a sobering picture of devastation, emphasizing the dire consequences awaiting the 
people who have heeded the false prophets. The imagery of being "cast out in the streets" evokes a 
sense of abandonment and despair, illustrating the complete breakdown of social order and the reality 
of death due to famine and violence. The phrase "none to bury them" adds a haunting layer to the 
tragedy, as it suggests a complete societal collapse where even the basic rites of burial cannot be 
performed. God’s declaration that He will "pour their wickedness upon them" signifies that the people 
will face the full weight of their unrepentant hearts and actions, culminating in a profound prophetic 
proclamation of judgment that serves as both a warning and a lament.

Jeremiah 14:17

"Therefore thou shalt say this word unto them; Let mine eyes run down with tears night and day, 
and let them not cease: for the virgin daughter of my people is broken down with a great breach, 
with a sore destruction."

In this poignant lament, God directs Jeremiah to express deep anguish on behalf of the people. The 
imagery of eyes that "run down with tears night and day" powerfully conveys the weight of sorrow and 
compassion that God feels for His people in their suffering. The reference to the "virgin daughter of my 
people" personifies Jerusalem, symbolizing innocence and purity that has been profoundly wounded. 
The phrases “great breach” and “sore destruction” emphasize the severity of the nation’s brokenness—
a commentary on both physical destruction and spiritual devastation in the hearts of the people. This 
verse reflects the deep relational aspect of God’s character; His sorrow in the face of His people's 
suffering is palpable, calling for an emotional response to the calamities that are to follow.



Jeremiah 14:18

"If I go forth into the field, then behold, the slain with the sword! and if I enter into the city, then 
behold them that are sick with famine! yea, both the prophet and the priest go about to land that 
they know not."

In this verse, Jeremiah paints a vivid picture of the desolation words as he surveys the aftermath of 
judgment throughout both the fields and the city. He witnesses death from the sword in the fields, 
indicating the violence and warfare that has impacted the land, while also confronting the sick and 
starving in the city, reflecting widespread famine and decay. The mention of both prophets and priests 
wandering about underscores a communal disorientation and helplessness; those who were supposed to 
provide spiritual guidance and care are now subject to the same calamities. The phrase "that they know 
not" highlights their confusion and inability to understand the full extent of their tragedy, which echoes 
a sense of collective guilt and helplessness in the face of divine judgment.

Jeremiah 14:19

"Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy soul loathed Zion? why hast thou smitten us, and 
there is no healing for us? we looked for peace, and there is no good; and for the time of healing, 
and behold trouble!"

In this verse, Jeremiah voices a desperate plea to God, expressing the anguish of the people over their 
perceived abandonment. Each rhetorical question signifies a longing for reassurance and clarity amidst 
devastation. The phrases "utterly rejected Judah" and "loathed Zion" reflect feelings of spiritual 
desolation and abandonment. The lament that there is "no healing" drives home the motif of 
hopelessness—the people's suffering seems insurmountable, and they are left grappling with their 
reality. The dichotomy between their expectation of peace and the ensuing "trouble" reveals their deep 
disillusionment, capturing the haunting emotional landscape of a nation seeking relief but facing 
overwhelming despair.

Jeremiah 14:20

"We acknowledge, O LORD, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers: for we have sinned 
against thee."

In this crucial verse, the people admit their wrongdoing and confess their sins, emphasizing a moment 
of collective recognition and accountability. By acknowledging both their "wickedness" and the 
"iniquity of our fathers," they seem to grasp the overarching impact of their choices, recognizing how 
generational sins have contributed to their current plight. This acknowledgment is significant, as it 
breaks through the façade of denial and brings them closer to the heart of repentance. The direct 
address to God, "for we have sinned against thee," encapsulates the essence of their plea—an earnest 
desire for forgiveness and restoration, which reflects both humility and a longing for reconciliation.

Jeremiah 14:21

"Do not abhor us, for thy name's sake; do not disgrace the throne of thy glory: remember, break 
not thy covenant with us."



This verse features an appeal to God's mercy, rooted in His character and covenant faithfulness. The 
request to "not abhor us" acknowledges the gravity of their sins and the consequences they've brought 
upon themselves, yet it simultaneously appeals to God’s compassion and name. Asking Him not to 
"disgrace the throne of thy glory" is an urgent reminder that their identity is intertwined with His, as 
God’s honor reflects upon them. The request to "remember" indicates a desire for divine intervention 
grounded in the hope that God will remain faithful to His covenant promises despite their failings. This 
plea encompasses both recognition of their dire situation and trust in God's overarching plan of 
redemption.

Jeremiah 14:22

"Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause rain? or can the heavens give 
showers? art not thou he, O LORD our God? therefore we will wait upon thee: for thou hast 
made all these things."

The closing verse encapsulates a profound declaration of faith and dependence on God. The rhetorical 
questions point to the impotence of idols and the futility of relying on anything but the true God for 
sustenance and life-sustaining rain. The phrase "art not thou he, O LORD our God?" serves as a 
reminder of His sovereignty and power over creation, emphasizing a relational awareness—a 
recognition of God as the sole source of hope in their dire circumstances. The commitment to "wait 
upon thee" reflects a posture of expectation and trust, concluding the chapter with a sense of reliance 
on God's ability to restore and heal. This affirmation becomes an act of faith amid the barren landscape 
of their lives, symbolizing a willingness to seek God in the midst of despair. 

CHAPTER 15:

Jeremiah 15:1

"Then said the LORD unto me, Though Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my mind could 
not be toward this people: cast them out of my sight, and let them go forth."

In this verse, God conveys a powerful message to Jeremiah about the stubbornness and rebellion of the 
people of Judah. God uses the names of Moses and Samuel—two of the greatest intercessors in Israel's 
history—to illustrate the gravity of the situation. Even if these paragons of faith were to plead on behalf 
of the people, God's resolve has been set against them due to their continual disobedience and idolatry. 
The phrase "cast them out of my sight" signifies a complete rejection, emphasizing God's righteous 
anger and disappointment. This rejection is not merely an act of punishment; it reflects an opportunity 
for the people to take responsibility for their actions and seek genuine repentance. This verse serves as 
a warning that there comes a point when divine patience runs out, and dire consequences follow.

Jeremiah 15:2

"And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thee, Whither shall we go forth? then thou shalt tell 
them, Thus saith the LORD; Such as are for death to death; and such as are for the sword to the 
sword; and such as are for the famine to the famine; and such as are for the captivity to the 
captivity."



Here, God instructs Jeremiah on how to respond to the people’s inevitable question about their fate. 
The answer serves as a grim prophecy that categorizes the people based on the specific forms of 
judgment they will face. "Such as are for death to death" underscores the seriousness of their sinful 
choices leading to destruction, reflecting the inevitability of divine justice. Each category—sword, 
famine, captivity—symbolizes different forms of calamity that will befall the people, yet all are 
consequences of their unfaithfulness to God. This is not mere chaos but a divinely orchestrated plan to 
bring about repentance and restoration. The overwhelming tone is one of inevitability; those who have 
turned away from God will face the consequences of their actions, reflecting the biblical principle of 
sowing and reaping, where one reaps what one sows, particularly when it comes to disobedience.

Jeremiah 15:3

"And I will appoint over them four kinds, saith the LORD: the sword to slay, and the dogs to 
tear, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the earth to devour and destroy."

In this verse, God intensifies the theme of judgment by delineating four specific forms of destruction 
that will come upon the people. Each "kind" represents a unique aspect of God's judgment, 
emphasizing His authority and the variety of calamities that will besiege the unrepentant. The sword 
symbolizes direct human aggression and warfare, while dogs, regarded as scavengers, portray the 
degradation and loss of life that will prevail. The mention of "fowls of the heaven" and "beasts of the 
earth" points to unrestrained predation and the collapse of the natural order—a graphic illustration of 
how dire the consequences of sin can be. This verse reflects the comprehensive nature of God's 
judgment; it is not selective but rather affects all facets of life, signifying a total breakdown that the 
people have brought upon themselves due to their persistent rebellion against God.

Jeremiah 15:4

"And I will cause them to be removed into all kingdoms of the earth because of Manasseh the son 
of Hezekiah king of Judah, for that which he did in Jerusalem."

Here, God provides a specific historical context for the forthcoming judgment. The reference to 
Manasseh, a king infamous for his egregious sins and his lead into idolatry, signifies one of the pivotal 
moments in Judah's decline. Manasseh's actions brought about spiritual corruption, deepening the rift 
between the people and God. As a result, God declares that the people will be scattered among all 
nations—an act of exile that serves both as punishment and a means of showing the consequences of 
their choices. This removal not only highlights the loss of national identity but also suggests a divine 
strategy to bring them to repentance in foreign lands. The exiled individuals would experience the 
absence of their homeland, which would remind them of their transgressions against God, manifesting 
the reality that sin has profound national and personal ramifications.

Jeremiah 15:5

"For who shall have pity upon thee, O Jerusalem? or who shall bemoan thee? or who shall go 
aside to ask how thou dost?"



In this verse, God paints a somber picture of desolation for Jerusalem, questioning who will care about 
its fate. It underscores the depth of the city’s corruption and estrangement from God—there will be no 
one left who will mourn for her, highlighting a profound sense of abandonment. This desolation is both 
physical and emotional; it reflects a community devoid of empathy or concern, stemming from years of 
rebellion. The rhetorical questions serve to emphasize the tragic solitude of Jerusalem, exemplifying 
the loss of a once-thriving spiritual center. The verse captures not just a prophecy of destruction but a 
lamentation over the lost relationship between God and His people—a relationship once full of grace 
but now plagued by iniquity. This illustrates that when a community turns away from divine guidance, 
it may ultimately become isolated from the very care and support that once flourished.

Jeremiah 15:6

"Thou hast forsaken me, saith the LORD, thou art gone backward: therefore will I stretch out 
my hand against thee, and destroy thee; I am weary with repenting."

In this verse, God confronts the people with the reality of their apostasy—"Thou hast forsaken me." 
This statement encapsulates the essence of their betrayal, indicating a deliberate choice to turn away 
from God's covenant. The phrase "gone backward" implies regression in moral and spiritual integrity. 
As a consequence, God expresses His intention to "stretch out my hand against thee," which signifies 
active divine judgment rather than passive abandonment. The declaration "I am weary with repenting" 
reflects God’s frustration, indicating that despite His patience and previous calls for repentance, the 
people’s continual rejection has reached a breaking point. This anthropomorphic expression reveals the 
emotional toll that their disobedience has taken—not only on the people but on God Himself, who 
desires relationship and restoration. The verse starkly illustrates the concept that there are limits to 
divine patience and that unrepentant behavior inevitably leads to judgment.

Jeremiah 15:7

"And I will fan them with a fan in the gates of the land; I will bereave them of children, I will 
destroy my people since they return not from their ways."

This verse employs agricultural imagery, juxtaposing the act of fanning (like winnowing grain) to 
depict a process of separation and judgment. The "fan" indicates God’s active role in sifting through the 
populace, ensuring that those who remain unrepentant are cast out. The phrase "bereave them of 
children" conveys the profound loss that results from divine judgment—an indication that the 
consequences will deeply affect families and future generations. The act of ‘destroying His people’ 
stresses the tragic reality that their own choices have led to their demise; it underscores that such 
destruction is not arbitrary but is a response to their refusal to turn from their sinful ways. God's intent 
in this verse emphasizes His desire for repentance and the dire consequences that follow when that 
opportunity is squandered. It serves as both a warning and a clarion call to realize the seriousness of 
straying from divine guidance.



Jeremiah 15:8

"Their widows are increased to me above the sand of the seas: I have brought upon them against 
the mother of the young men a spoiler at noonday: I have caused them to fall upon it suddenly 
and terrors upon the city."

In this lamentation, God highlights the devastating effects of judgment on the families and social 
structures of Jerusalem. The comparison of the number of widows to "the sand of the seas" signifies the 
overwhelming loss of life that has occurred, leading to a society rife with grief and mourning. The 
mention of "the mother of the young men" paints a vivid image of maternal anguish, highlighting that 
young lives, full of potential, have been cut short. The phrase "a spoiler at noonday" indicates not just 
the suddenness but the blatant nature of the violence inflicted upon the people—an assault that would 
come when they least expect it. The dramatic portrayal of "terrors upon the city" conveys a sense of 
chaos and fear that permeates Jerusalem. This verse serves as a reminder of the consequences of 
turning away from God, as it stresses the far-reaching and often heartbreaking ramifications of 
collective sin on the community.

Jeremiah 15:9

"She that hath borne seven languisheth: she hath given up the ghost; her sun is gone down while 
it was yet day: she hath been ashamed and confounded: and the residue of them will I deliver to 
the sword before their enemies, saith the LORD."

This verse paints a heart-wrenching picture of despair. The imagery of a mother who "hath borne 
seven" illustrates the complete tragedy of loss; in biblical terms, seven often represents completeness or 
perfection. Thus, the mother’s suffering symbolizes the pinnacle of agony—having lost all offspring, 
indicating a catastrophic collapse of not just family, but cultural continuity. The phrase "her sun is gone 
down while it was yet day" symbolizes a premature end to life and hope; it suggests that this despair 
occurs when there should still be ample time for life to flourish. The mention of being "ashamed and 
confounded" points to a sense of disgrace and utter ruin due to their sins. Finally, the prophetic warning 
of delivering the "residue" to the sword serves as a chilling conclusion, underscoring that even those 
who survive the initial calamity are not exempt from judgment. This paints a stark illustration of the 
consequences of a collective turning away from divine truth, highlighting the intense human suffering 
that accompanies spiritual decay.

Jeremiah 15:10

"Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man of strife and a man of contention to the 
whole earth! I have neither lent on usury, nor men have lent to me on usury; yet every one of 
them doth curse me."

In this verse, Jeremiah expresses profound lamentation over his role and the burdens that accompany 
his prophetic mission. The phrase "Woe is me" reveals a deep sense of anguish and isolation, 
suggesting that his calling has led him to be seen as a figure of conflict rather than one of 
reconciliation. His lament about being "a man of strife and a man of contention" signifies the heavy 
burden of delivering God’s unpalatable messages to a people unwilling to listen. He notes that he has 



not engaged in usury, suggesting that he is innocent of the exploitation that characterized some of his 
contemporaries; despite this innocence, he is met with bitterness and curses. This paradox reflects the 
pain of being a true prophet in a time of rampant wickedness, where loyalty to God leads to scorn and 
rejection from society. Jeremiah’s lament encapsulates the loneliness that comes with prophetic 
authority, illustrating the struggle of upholding truth in a world that often celebrates falsehoods and 
compromise.

Jeremiah 15:11

"The LORD said, Verily it shall be well with thy remnant; verily I will cause the enemy to entreat 
thee well in the time of evil and in the time of affliction."

In response to Jeremiah's lament, God offers a glimmer of hope. He reassures Jeremiah that, despite the 
impending judgments and despair, there will be a remnant that will be preserved. This refers to those 
who remain faithful amid the widespread corruption and judgment. The promise that "it shall be well 
with thy remnant" serves as a comforting assurance that God's mercy endures, even in judgment. The 
assurance that the enemy "shall entreat thee well" suggests that God has control over the hearts of even 
the adversaries; in times of evil and affliction, there may be a reprieve or favorable treatment for those 
who remain faithful. This verse highlights a central theme of hope and restoration against a backdrop of 
despair, illustrating that in the midst of chaos, God is still working for the good of His people. It reveals 
the dichotomy between the fate of the wicked and the preservation of the righteous, encapsulating 
God’s faithfulness to His promise amidst judgment.

Jeremiah 15:12

"Shall iron break the northern iron and the brass?"

Here, God evokes a metaphorical question that speaks to the invincibility and strength of the forces of 
judgment represented by "the northern iron." This could be interpreted as a reference to the Babylonian 
invaders who would come from the north, indicating a formidable challenge before the people. The 
question implies a rhetorical challenge, suggesting that no earthly power can withstand the divine 
decree of judgment. Iron and brass, symbols of strength and resilience, also illustrate that God's will is 
ultimately greater and can break even the most hardened. This serves to remind the people of Judah of 
the futility of resisting God’s plans and the severe consequences of their misdeeds. The call to consider 
the might of God versus the power of human strength emphasizes the theme that God's purposes cannot 
be thwarted. The impending judgment is inescapable, reflecting the necessity of acknowledging divine 
authority and the ramifications of rebellion against God.

Jeremiah 15:13

"Thy substance and thy treasures will I give to the spoil without price, and that for all thy sins, 
even in all thy borders."

In this verse, God pronounces a harsh reality on Judah: their wealth and resources will be given over to 
plunder as a direct consequence of their sins. The phrase "without price" indicates the total and 
unyielding nature of this loss—there is no possibility of buying back what has been forfeited. This 



judgment exemplifies the extent of divine retribution for unrepentant behavior, highlighting that the 
material blessings they once enjoyed will become a source of ruin rather than blessing. The phrase 
"even in all thy borders" reinforces the comprehensive nature of this judgment, suggesting that there 
will be no corner of the land or aspect of society untouched by this calamity. This serves as a sobering 
reminder that disobedience to God leads not only to spiritual but also to material destruction, 
emphasizing the holistic impact of sin on an individual and communal level.

Jeremiah 15:14

"And I will make thee to pass with thine enemies into a land which thou knowest not: for a fire is 
kindled in mine anger, which shall burn upon you."

God speaks of the imminent exile of His people, promising that they will be taken away to a "land 
which thou knowest not." This illustrates the complete and disorienting nature of their punishment; 
they will be removed from their homeland into unfamiliar territory, indicating a loss of identity and 
belonging. The idea of being made to "pass with thine enemies" further stresses their subjugation and 
the harsh reality that they will have to live under foreign rule. The phrase "for a fire is kindled in mine 
anger" reveals the intensity of God's wrath; it is not a fleeting anger but a consuming fire that will 
devastate due to their persistent rebellion. This imagery evokes a sense of urgency and seriousness, 
emphasizing the need for repentance before it is too late. The verse serves as a warning that 
disregarding God's commands leads to enduring consequences that envelop every aspect of life, 
personal and collective.

Jeremiah 15:15

"O LORD, thou knowest: remember me, and visit me, and revenge me of my persecutors; take 
me not away in thy long suffering: know that for thy sake I have suffered rebuke."

In this verse, Jeremiah pleads with God for recognition and relief. His invocation, "O LORD, thou 
knowest," signifies his understanding that God is aware of his trials and faithful witness to his suffering 
for the sake of the prophetic mission. Jeremiah's request to "remember me, and visit me" reflects a deep 
longing for God's intervention and justice. He seeks a personal vindication against those who have 
persecuted him, expressing the very human desire for God to act on his behalf. The phrase "take me not 
away in thy long suffering" showcases a strong plea to not be swept away in the impending judgment 
that will befall the nation, illustrating the conflict of being a faithful servant in a time of widespread 
transgression. Ultimately, Jeremiah’s lament highlights the physical and emotional toll that comes with 
carrying God’s message in an environment of unyielding rebellion. It illustrates the prophet's struggle, 
standing firm in his faith amidst persecution and longing for God’s assurance and protection.

Jeremiah 15:16

"Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of 
mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts."

In this verse, Jeremiah reflects on the transformative power of God’s word in his life. The metaphor "I 
did eat them" symbolizes a deep internalization of God's messages; they became integral to his being 



and purpose. The notion that God's words bring "joy and rejoicing" speaks to the fulfillment that comes 
from being aligned with divine truth, even in the face of adversity. The phrase "for I am called by thy 
name" underscores Jeremiah's identity as a prophet, recognizing that he carries the weight and 
responsibility of God’s message. This acknowledgment highlights the deep relationship between the 
prophet and his God, affirming that despite the struggles, the profound truth and joy found in God's 
word sustain him. It serves as an encouragement that genuine connection with God will bring strength 
and joy amid trials and tribulations, setting a foundation upon which faith can thrive.

Jeremiah 15:17

"I sat not in the assembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced; I sat alone because of thy hand: for thou 
hast filled me with indignation."

In this verse, Jeremiah expresses his commitment to holiness and separation from those who mock 
God’s message. By stating, “I sat not in the assembly of the mockers,” he emphasizes his refusal to 
participate in the laughter and scorn that characterized the gatherings of those who rejected the divine 
message. His "sitting alone" reflects both a physical and spiritual isolation brought about by his status 
as a prophet amid an unrepentant society. The phrase "because of thy hand" acknowledges that his 
solitude is part of God's calling, indicating that his prophetic role necessitates being set apart for a 
higher purpose. The "indignation" filling him underscores the weight of his burden and God's 
displeasure with the sin rampant in the community. This verse encapsulates the loneliness that often 
accompanies a prophetic voice standing firm in truth, highlighting that fidelity to God may lead to 
alienation from societal norms that contradict divine instruction.

Jeremiah 15:18

"Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refuseth to be healed? wilt thou be 
altogether unto me as a liar, and as waters that fail?"

In this deeply emotional verse, Jeremiah grapples with his anguish and cries out to God about his 
ongoing suffering. The questions posed—“Why is my pain perpetual?” and “why is my wound 
incurable?”—reveal a profound sense of despair and frustration. He feels as if his pain is unending and 
that there is no hope for healing, highlighting the depth of his internal struggle and the toll that carrying 
God’s message has taken on him. The comparison of God to a “liar” and “waters that fail” reflects a 
feeling of betrayal, as if God's promises are as unreliable as a dry well—once a source of refreshment 
but now devoid of life-giving water. This verse poignantly captures the clash between faith and feelings 
of abandonment; Jeremiah's honesty in expressing doubt does not diminish his faith but underscores the 
struggle many face when enduring prolonged trials. It serves as a reminder of the human experience in 
dealing with spiritual anguish, conveying that even the faithful can wrestle with feelings of despair.

Jeremiah 15:19

"Therefore thus saith the LORD, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, and thou shalt 
stand before me: and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth: let 
them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them."



In this verse, God offers Jeremiah a path of restoration, emphasizing the possibility of healing and 
reconciliation. The conditional phrase "If thou return" signifies that the burden of renewal rests on 
Jeremiah's willingness to come back into alignment with God's will. The promise that God will "bring 
thee again" illustrates divine grace; despite trials, God is ready to accept those who turn back to Him. 
The distinction between the "precious" and "the vile" serves as an exhortation to discernment in the 
ministry of the prophet—calling forth righteousness from a context of sin. By stating “thou shalt be as 
my mouth,” God elevates Jeremiah’s role as a prophet, reminding him that he speaks on behalf of God. 
The instruction “let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them” underlines the difficult 
balance of engaging with a sinful world while maintaining one's integrity and faithfulness to God. This 
verse illustrates the realities of repentance, the call to purity, and the importance of spiritual 
discernment in the life of a believer.

Jeremiah 15:20

"And I will make thee unto this people a fenced brasen wall: and they shall fight against thee, but 
they shall not prevail against thee: for I am with thee to save thee and to deliver thee, saith the 
LORD."

In this verse, God reassures Jeremiah of His protective presence as he continues on his prophetic 
mission. The imagery of being a "fenced brasen wall" symbolizes strength, security, and resilience 
against opposition. It connotes the idea that though Jeremiah will encounter resistance and hostility 
from his own people, he will stand strong and established. God's promise that "they shall not prevail 
against thee" anchors Jeremiah’s confidence in divine support amidst trials, emphasizing that earthly 
opposition cannot succeed against God's purpose. The assurance “for I am with thee to save thee and to 
deliver thee” highlights a profound theme of God’s faithfulness; He is not just a distant observer but an 
active participant in Jeremiah's ministry, ready to intervene and protect him. This verse serves as an 
encouraging reminder that God equips and strengthens those called to prophetic roles, affirming that 
they can endure both physical and spiritual battles through reliance on divine strength.

Jeremiah 15:21

"And I will deliver thee out of the hand of the wicked, and I will redeem thee out of the hand of 
the terrible."

In the final verse of the chapter, God's commitment to Jeremiah's deliverance is unequivocal. The 
promise to "deliver thee out of the hand of the wicked" reinforces the idea that despite the 
overwhelming hostility he will face, God has the ultimate authority to protect and rescue him from evil. 
The term "the terrible" reflects the severe nature of the opposition Jeremiah will endure, illustrating the 
gravity of his prophetic mission. Yet, God's assurance that He will redeem Jeremiah signifies hope and 
vindication; it underscores that divine intervention will ultimately triumph over human malice. This 
closing declaration is both a comfort to Jeremiah and a broader testament to God's unwavering 
commitment to those He calls. It emphasizes the redemptive nature of God and His willingness to 
restore and protect those faithful to their calling, providing assurance for all who face persecution and 
struggle in their service to God.



CHAPTER 16:

Jeremiah 16:1

"The word of the LORD came also unto me, saying,"

This opening verse establishes the context of Jeremiah's prophetic ministry. By stating that "the word of 
the LORD came also unto me," it emphasizes the divine origin of Jeremiah's messages, reinforcing his 
role as a messenger of God's directives and warnings. This preamble indicates a shift or a new 
revelation, suggesting that God has a distinct message for Jeremiah during this particular moment. It 
underscores the importance of prophetic communication in the Hebrew scriptures, where prophets 
often received direct messages from God that were intended for specific individuals, communities, or 
nations. Jeremiah's role is pivotal, as he stands as a mediator between God and the people, delivering 
not just counsel but also warnings of impending judgment due to their transgressions.

Jeremiah 16:2

"Thou shalt not take thee a wife, neither shalt thou have sons or daughters in this place."

In this verse, God explicitly instructs Jeremiah not to marry or have children in the land. This command 
serves multiple purposes. Firstly, it reflects the concern for the grim future awaiting the people of 
Judah; God is communicating that the societal conditions are so dire that bringing new life into this 
environment would be a hardship for any family. Secondly, it distinguishes Jeremiah’s prophetic role; 
by remaining single, he symbolically embodies the desolation and impending judgment that will fall 
upon Jerusalem. The absence of family also suggests that personal relationships might hinder his ability 
to fulfill God's purposes during the tumultuous period in which he is prophesying. Therefore, this verse 
profoundly illustrates God’s desire for Jeremiah to fully immerse himself in his prophetic calling, 
remaining detached from familial ties that could detract from his mission.

Jeremiah 16:3

"For thus saith the LORD concerning the sons and concerning the daughters that are born in this place, 
and concerning their mothers that bare them, and concerning their fathers that beget them in this land;"

In this verse, God addresses the gloomy fate of the children to be born in Judah. By specifying "the 
sons and concerning the daughters," God underscores that all future generations will be affected by the 
judgment that is to come. This holistic view encompasses not only the offspring but also implicates the 
parents, emphasizing the generational consequences of sin. This serves as a warning to the present 
generation about the dire implications of their actions and choices, fostering a sense of urgency. The 
emphasis on family dynamics—specifically mothers and fathers—draws attention to the communal 
nature of survival and judgement, suggesting that when society strays from God, the entire structure, 
including familial bonds, is at risk. It sets the stage for the impending calamity and symbolically 
represents the collective failure of Judah as a nation.



Jeremiah 16:4

"They shall die of grievous deaths; they shall not be lamented; neither shall they be buried; but they 
shall be as dung upon the face of the earth: and they shall be consumed by the sword, and by famine; 
and their carcases shall be meat for the fowls of heaven, and for the beasts of the earth."

This verse paints a harrowing picture of judgment that befalls the people of Judah. The dire 
consequences of their rebellion against God include “grievous deaths” followed by utter neglect in 
death, emphasizing a profound loss of honor and dignity. The notion that they “shall not be lamented” 
suggests a societal breakdown where even the most basic rituals of mourning and burial are abandoned, 
illustrating the severity of the impending disaster. Furthermore, likening the dead to “dung upon the 
face of the earth” conveys a sense of shame and disregard; such a fate speaks to the complete 
desolation that God warns against. The graphic imagery of carcasses being left for scavengers serves to 
emphasize the total loss of life and the devastation that would soon engulf the land. This verse 
functions both as a grim prophecy and a moral lesson, highlighting the consequences of infidelity to 
God and the societal decay that results from turning away from the Creator.

Jeremiah 16:5

"For thus saith the LORD; Enter not into the house of mourning, neither go to lament nor bemoan 
them: for I have taken away my peace from this people, saith the LORD, even lovingkindness and 
mercies."

Here, God commands Jeremiah not to participate in mourning rituals for those who will perish due to 
the impending judgment. This directive is shocking given the cultural significance of mourning, which 
reflects the deep sorrow and communal support during times of loss. By stating, "I have taken away my 
peace from this people," God underscores the severity of the situation—indicating that His blessings, 
comfort, and divine favor have been withdrawn as a result of their persistent disobedience. The 
mention of “lovingkindness and mercies” suggests that God’s relationship with His people has 
deteriorated to the point where mercy is no longer extended, emphasizing the gravity of their sin. This 
serves as a reminder of the covenant relationship between God and Israel; when the people stray, they 
forfeit the peace and protection that comes with that bond. Jeremiah’s distancing from mourning further 
symbolizes the disconnect between God and His people, reinforcing the dire message of judgment that 
pervades the chapter.

Jeremiah 16:6

"Both the great and the small shall die in this land: they shall not be buried, neither shall men lament 
for them, nor cut themselves, nor make themselves bald for them."

In this verse, the inclusive nature of God’s judgment is evident, as it declares that "both the great and 
the small shall die," signifying that no social class will be spared from the wrath to come. This leveling 
effect of judgment illustrates the universal applicability of divine retribution regardless of status or 
wealth, reinforcing the idea that all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory. The absence of 
lamentation, indicated by the specifics of not cutting themselves or making themselves bald, points to 
the cultural practices that signify deep mourning and grief. The prohibition against these expressions 



highlights the desolation that the land will experience; in a time when loss would be expected to be 
mourned deeply, the absence of grief underscores the profound abandonment felt due to God's 
withdrawal. Thus, this verse further develops the theme of impending calamity and its comprehensive 
consequences, indicating that life as they know it will be unrecognizable in the wake of divine 
judgment.

Jeremiah 16:7

"Neither shall men tear themselves for them in mourning, to comfort them for the dead; neither shall 
men give them the cup of consolation to drink for their father or for their mother."

This verse continues the theme of mourning restrictions and furthers the idea of communal desolation. 
God commands that there will be no expressions of comfort or condolence for the deceased, 
emphasizing the catastrophic judgment that will befall the land. The imagery of tearing oneself in 
mourning and the act of offering a "cup of consolation" highlight the rich cultural practices surrounding 
death and loss in ancient Israel. By forbidding these actions, God demonstrates the totality of the 
breakdown in social and familial ties that will occur as a result of His judgment. Such a refusal to 
comfort reflects not only physical deaths but a spiritual desolation; without the presence of God’s 
mercy, sorrow prevails, and the normal customs that would support bereaved families are stripped 
away. This prophetic declaration serves as a stark warning of their reality and the utter helplessness that 
will characterize their future existence as a consequence of abandoning God.

Jeremiah 16:8

"Thou shalt not also go into the house of feasting, to sit with them to eat and to drink."

In this verse, God instructs Jeremiah to refrain from participating in celebratory gatherings, 
underscoring the complete cessation of joy and community within the land. The prohibition against 
attending feasts illustrates that in the face of impending judgment, the customary celebrations of life—
birthdays, weddings, and communal gatherings—become inappropriate and even futile. This restriction 
serves to remind the people that the blessings of joy, fellowship, and abundance are being replaced by a 
profound mourning and desolation due to their continuous disobedience. Jeremiah’s separation from 
feasting further symbolizes the spiritual void that exists when people turn away from God, showing that 
times of celebration can no longer exist alongside their rebellion. This verse emphasizes the depth of 
the impending catastrophe, reinforcing the moral and spiritual decline that has led to such a state of 
affairs.

Jeremiah 16:9

"For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will cause to cease out of this place in 
your eyes, and in your days, the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, 
and the voice of the bride."

In this pivotal verse, God explicitly declares that the sounds of joy—mirth, gladness, weddings—will 
vanish from the land. This statement serves as a powerful proclamation of sorrowful change, indicating 
a time when normalcy and happiness will be replaced by despair and silence. The mention of "the voice 



of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride" invokes the intimate warmth and joy associated with 
marriage, further highlighting the depth of devastation that awaits the people. This prophetic message 
underscores that the consequences of their sin will ripple through every aspect of life, even taking away 
the foundational joys that are meant to signify hope and continuation. By emphasizing that these 
changes will be evident "in your eyes, and in your days," God introduces an element of personal 
accountability, warning them of the direct impact of their choices on their experience of life and 
community, serving as a reminder of the covenant blessings they have forsaken through their 
disobedience.

Jeremiah 16:10

"And it shall come to pass, when thou shalt show this people all these words, and they shall say unto 
thee, Wherefore hath the LORD pronounced all this great evil against us? or what is our iniquity? or 
what is our sin that we have committed against the LORD our God?"

In this verse, God prepares Jeremiah for the inevitable questioning that will arise from the people upon 
hearing the dire prophecies. Their inquiries—"Wherefore hath the LORD pronounced all this great evil 
against us?"—indicate a deep-seated denial or confusion regarding their actions and God’s impending 
judgment. This response reveals the people’s inability to recognize the severity and implications of 
their sins; it showcases a common human tendency to grapple with suffering by seeking to understand 
the reasons behind it, often without acknowledging their own roles in provoking discomfort or 
calamity. God anticipates these questions and highlights the need for them to reflect on their iniquities 
rather than remain in ignorance. The phrasing underscores the relational dynamic between God and His 
people, emphasizing that their questioning is not only a search for explanation but also an opportunity 
for self-examination and potential repentance. Jeremiah’s role here transforms into that of a messenger 
who not only proclaims judgment but also encourages the people to consider the depth of their 
disobedience and its impact on their relationship with God.

Jeremiah 16:11

"Then shalt thou say unto them, Because your fathers have forsaken me, saith the LORD, and have 
walked after other gods, and have served them, and have worshipped them, and have forsaken me, and 
have not kept my law;"

Jeremiah's response to the people's questions reveals the root cause of their impending judgment. By 
highlighting that "your fathers have forsaken me," he places the blame squarely on the historical 
actions and choices of previous generations. This acknowledgment of a long-standing pattern of 
disobedience stresses the communal nature of sin that has persisted over time, illustrating that the 
consequences of one generation's failures continue to impact subsequent generations. The rhythm of 
actions—forsaking God, pursuing other gods, serving and worshipping idols—demonstrates a 
conscious rejection of Yahweh, which culminated in a breaking of the covenant relationship. This 
powerful indictment serves to illuminate the gravity of their folly, illustrating that the rituals and 
traditions aimed at honoring God have been replaced by idolatry and syncretism. It is a call to 
recognize the importance of fidelity to God's law, which is essential for their well-being. By addressing 



the issue in this manner, Jeremiah not only points to the historical unfaithfulness of the people but also 
urges them to take responsibility and reconsider their present course of action.

Jeremiah 16:12

"And ye have done worse than your fathers; for, behold, ye walk every one after the imagination of his 
evil heart, that they may not hearken unto me:"

This verse intensifies the accusation by not only attributing past failures to the fathers but also asserting 
that the current generation has surpassed their predecessors in wickedness. By stating, "ye have done 
worse than your fathers," God highlights a critical truth about human nature—there is a tendency for 
rebellion against divine authority to deepen over time. The phrase "ye walk every one after the 
imagination of his evil heart" illustrates the pervasive nature of individual sin, implying that each 
person is following their desires rather than adhering to God’s commandments. This imagery of 
walking suggests a deliberate choice to pursue a path of disobedience that revolves around selfish 
inclinations rather than acceptance of divine guidance. The refusal to "hearken unto me" indicates a 
conscious act of ignoring God’s voice, revealing a hardened heart and a collective amnesia regarding 
their covenant with the Almighty. It serves as both a warning and a challenge, urging the people to 
recognize the seriousness of their spiritual state and highlighting the urgent need for repentance and a 
return to faithfulness to God’s ways.

Jeremiah 16:13

"Therefore will I cast you out of this land into a land that ye know not, neither ye nor your fathers; and 
there shall ye serve other gods day and night: for I will not show you favor."

In this verse, God proclaims the inevitable result of the people's ongoing disobedience: deportation 
from their land to a foreign land. The stark promise of being "cast out" conveys not only physical 
separation from their homeland but also a spiritual and emotional severance from the covenant 
relationship they shared with God. The phrase "a land that ye know not" emphasizes the profound 
alienation the people will experience as they are thrust into a completely unfamiliar environment, 
forcing them to confront the consequences of their choices. God warns that in this new land, they will 
serve "other gods day and night," illustrating the futility of their rebellion—having pursued idolatry in 
their own land, they will be compelled to live under the influence of foreign gods without the favor of 
Yahweh. The declaration "for I will not show you favor" embodies the tragic reality that the 
lovingkindness and compassion they once enjoyed will be withheld, underscoring the gravity of turning 
away from God. This sharp warning sets the stage for deep introspection and serves as a dire warning 
of the impending exile—both as punishment for sin and a call to recognize the importance of 
cultivating an intimate relationship with God.

Jeremiah 16:14

"Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be said, The LORD liveth, 
that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt;"



In this verse, God signals a new reality that will emerge due to the people's sins—one in which the 
historical and foundational act of deliverance from Egypt will fade into obscurity. The expression "the 
LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt" refers to the powerful 
remembrance of God's salvation and favor, which has been a central part of their identity as a nation. 
However, God announces that such declarations will cease, signaling a significant shift in how the 
people relate to their history and understanding of God's nature. This stark warning underscores a move 
toward spiritual amnesia; the miraculous deliverance that once dominated their collective memory is 
diminished due to their unfaithfulness. God intends to establish a new point of reference, reflecting a 
complete transformation in their relationship—a change from being recipients of His mercies to facing 
the consequences of their choices. This verse foreshadows a painful reorientation of their identity, 
where God’s saving acts will no longer be a source of pride, highlighting the urgent need for repentance 
and awareness of their spiritual state.

Jeremiah 16:15

"But, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north, and from all 
the lands whither he had driven them: and I will bring them again into their land that I gave unto their 
fathers."

Here, God introduces a glimmer of hope amidst the proclamation of imminent judgment. Although the 
previous verse foreshadowed the withdrawal of God’s favor and remembrance, this passage looks 
ahead to a future restoration. The phrase "The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from 
the land of the north, and from all the lands whither he had driven them" redefines their identity as a 
people who, despite their rebellion, will not be forsaken entirely. God emphasizes His power to gather 
and restore them from exile, indicating that His covenantal commitment endures despite their failures. 
The mention of "the land that I gave unto their fathers" highlights the unbroken promise that God 
retains toward His people, reaffirming the faithfulness of His covenant. This verse serves both as a 
declaration of judgment and an assurance of future redemption—that while consequences are 
unavoidable, God's ultimate desire is to bring restoration and healing. It's an invitation for a renewed 
relationship with Him upon their return, encouraging hope for a better, transformed existence.

Jeremiah 16:16

"Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the LORD, and they shall fish them; and after will I send 
for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the 
holes of the rocks."

In this verse, God employs vivid imagery to communicate His plan for gathering His people back into 
fellowship with Him. The metaphor of "fishers" and "hunters" suggests a dual process of outreach and 
retrieval. The “fishers” symbolize the initial stage, where God will actively seek out those in exile, 
calling them back to Him with compassion and mercy. Following this, the image of “hunters” connotes 
a more assertive pursuit, highlighting the urgency and determination of God’s mission to reclaim His 
people from the clutches of disobedience and distance. The mention of “every mountain, and from 
every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks” suggests that no one will be beyond God’s reach; even 
those who may think they are hidden or beyond His redemption will be found and brought back. This 



verse illustrates God’s relentless love and pursuit of His creation, emphasizing that reconciliation is 
always possible, no matter how far one strays. It becomes a proclamation of hope, demonstrating that 
God remains actively involved in the lives of His people and is ready to restore them to their rightful 
place.

Jeremiah 16:17

"For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are not hid from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from 
mine eyes."

In this verse, God affirms His omniscience regarding the actions and choices of His people. The phrase 
"mine eyes are upon all their ways" indicates a close observation and awareness of their behaviors and 
the condition of their hearts. God's assertiveness shines through as He emphasizes that nothing escapes 
His sight; their deeds, whether good or evil, are laid bare before Him. This acknowledgment serves to 
counter any notion of unchecked sin or forgotten injustice, reminding the people that divine judgment 
is inescapable. The repetition of "hid from my face" reinforces the idea that there are no secrets with 
God; their iniquity is clearly visible to Him. In a broader context, this verse encourages a sense of 
accountability among the people, calling them to awareness of their moral and spiritual choices. It 
serves as both a warning against continued disobedience and an invitation to repentance, as God’s 
awareness is not just a matter of judgment but also a reminder of His desire for relationship and 
restoration. This balance of divine vigilance underscores the underlying theme of the chapter—God's 
persistent engagement with His people, even in the face of their rebellion.

Jeremiah 16:18

"And first I will recompense their iniquity and their sin double; because they have defiled my land, 
they have filled mine inheritance with the carcases of their detestable and abominable things."

In this verse, God makes a stark pronouncement about the consequences of the people’s sins, stating 
that He will "recompense their iniquity and their sin double." The concept of "double" signifies not 
only an intensification of judgment but also highlights the seriousness of their transgressions, as they 
have blatantly defied God’s commandments. By "defiling my land," the implication is that their actions 
have corrupted the very soil of their inheritance, undermining the sacred relationship between Creator 
and creation. This defilement is depicted through imagery of "carcases of their detestable and 
abominable things," referring to the idolatrous practices that have littered their land with the remnants 
of false worship and immorality. Such actions not only reflect spiritual arrogance but illustrate a 
complete disregard for God’s commands, bringing forth righteous anger. God’s declaration serves as a 
powerful reminder to the people of the correlation between their choices and the repercussions they 
face, accentuating a consistent theme throughout Jeremiah: the love of God is often coupled with the 
demand for justice, calling His people back to repentance to avert such dire outcomes.

Jeremiah 16:19

"O LORD, my strength, and my fortress, and my refuge in the day of affliction, the Gentiles shall come 
unto thee from the ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and 
things wherein there is no profit."



This verse transitions to a tone of supplication and recognition of God’s character as a source of 
strength and refuge, especially during times of trouble. Jeremiah acknowledges God as "my strength, 
and my fortress, and my refuge," indicating an intimate understanding of God's protective and 
sustaining power amidst the adversity faced by His people. The declarative sentiment implies that in 
the midst of judgment, there is still a recognition of God as the ultimate source of hope and safety. 
Moreover, the mention of the Gentiles coming from "the ends of the earth" signifies an outreach 
beyond Israel, suggesting that God’s glory and truth will eventually attract a multitude who realize their 
own reliance on deceptive practices. The lament that "our fathers have inherited lies" expresses a deep 
sense of disillusionment with false teachings and idolatrous beliefs that have led them astray. This 
poignant reflection not only serves to validate the prophetic warnings but also acts as an altar of 
repentance, where the people can acknowledge their mistakes and turn back to the living God. This 
verse resounds with the idea that even in captivity, there is a profound opportunity for understanding 
and redemption—a theme that resonates throughout the entirety of scripture.

Jeremiah 16:20

"Shall a man make gods unto himself, and they are no gods?"

In this thought-provoking verse, the futility of idol worship is starkly questioned. By posing the 
rhetorical question, "Shall a man make gods unto himself, and they are no gods?" Jeremiah lays bare 
the absurdity of humanity’s propensity to create and worship false deities. This statement highlights the 
folly inherent in constructing idols—objects crafted by human hands—then attributing to them the 
power and authority that rightfully belongs to the one true God. The repetition of "no gods" serves to 
drive home the point that these man-made idols are devoid of any real power or divinity, underscoring 
the crisis of faith enveloping the people of Judah who have chosen to forsake their Creator for 
something that ultimately cannot save or sustain them. This verse implores a moment of critical 
reflection on the idols in their lives, urging the people to recognize the limitations and ultimate 
disappointments that come from trusting in falsehoods. It serves as a cautionary reminder against 
misplaced worship, inviting individuals to reassess their allegiances and embrace the reality of the 
living God.

Jeremiah 16:21

"Therefore, behold, I will this once cause them to know, I will cause them to know mine hand and my 
might; and they shall know that my name is The LORD."

In this concluding verse, God promises to reveal His power and authority to His people, affirming that 
they will come to a profound understanding of His sovereignty. The phrase "I will cause them to know" 
indicates a divine initiative to awaken the hearts and minds of the people, encouraging them to 
recognize His hand at work in their lives. The assurance that they will "know mine hand and my might" 
reflects a future encounter with God’s undeniable presence, as He demonstrates His capabilities and the 
reality of His dominion over all creation. This act of revelation is not merely for display; it serves the 
purpose of leading them back to a rightful recognition of His nature. The statement that "they shall 
know that my name is The LORD" reiterates the significance of the covenant name, drawing attention 
to His identity and relationship with Israel. This promise encapsulates a hopeful scenario wherein 



God’s people will finally acknowledge their rightful place before Him, embracing His guidance and 
choosing to return to a faithful covenant walk. This verse closes the chapter with a reminder of God’s 
enduring love and commitment to His people, emphasizing both judgment and the hope of restoration.

CHAPTER 17:

Jeremiah 17:1

"The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond: it is graven 
upon the table of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars;"

In this verse, the prophet Jeremiah emphasizes the deeply engrained nature of Judah's sins. The 
imagery of a "pen of iron" and a "point of a diamond" suggests that these transgressions are not merely 
surface stains but are indelibly etched into the very essence of the people. The "table of their heart" 
indicates that their sins are internalized, shaping their thoughts, desires, and motivations. Furthermore, 
the reference to the "horns of your altars" connects their wrongdoing to their religious practices, 
highlighting that even their worship is tainted by their rebellious nature. This verse serves as a powerful 
reminder of the seriousness of sin and the profound consequences it has on the spiritual state of a 
community that has strayed from God.

Jeremiah 17:2

"Whilst their children remember their altars and their groves by the green trees upon the high 
hills."

In this verse, the mention of children remembering the altars and groves illustrates the generational 
impact of idolatry in Judah. The altars, often associated with false gods, and the groves, which were 
places of pagan worship, signify a culture steeped in practices that defy the worship of Yahweh. The 
"green trees upon the high hills" evoke images of lush, inviting places where worship occurs, 
suggesting the allure and attractiveness of these false idols. This verse highlights the importance of 
reclaiming righteous worship and the need for spiritual renewal. The formation of children's values and 
beliefs is crucial, as they inherit the religious practices of their parents, reinforcing the need for a 
genuine return to God rather than the corrupted traditions that have taken root.

Jeremiah 17:3

"O my mountain in the field, I will give thy substance and all thy treasures to the spoil, and thy 
high places for sin throughout all thy borders."

Here, God speaks directly to Judah about the consequences of their sin. The "mountain in the field" 
likely symbolizes Jerusalem or the temple, a place of significance for worship and connection with 
God. By promising to give their "substance and all thy treasures to the spoil," God indicates that their 
wealth and security will be lost due to their disobedience. The mention of "high places for sin" suggests 
that these sites of idol worship will also become symbols of their downfall, as they will be taken over 
by enemies and turned against them. This verse underscores the broader theme of divine judgment; it 



serves as a warning that rejection of God leads to inevitable loss and suffering, where once there was 
promise and potential.

Jeremiah 17:4

"And thou, even thyself, shalt discontinue from thine heritage that I gave thee; and I will cause 
thee to serve thine enemies in the land which thou knowest not: for ye have kindled a fire in mine 
anger, which shall burn for ever."

In this sobering declaration, God reveals the repercussions of Judah's actions: they will be cut off from 
the promised land that was their heritage. The loss of their inheritance signifies not only a physical 
dislocation but also a spiritual separation from the covenant God established with His people. The 
phrase "serve thine enemies in the land which thou knowest not" foreshadows exile and oppression, 
where they will be taken from their homeland and subjected to foreign powers. The reference to God's 
anger indicates that their persistent sin is not merely overlooked but invokes divine wrath, with "which 
shall burn for ever" suggesting that God's judgment may have lasting repercussions. This verse serves 
as a stark reminder of the importance of remaining faithful to God and the dangerous consequences of 
idolatry.

Jeremiah 17:5

"Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and 
whose heart departeth from the Lord."

In this verse, God lays out a critical principle about trust and reliance. A curse is pronounced upon 
those who place their faith in human beings and rely on their own strength ("flesh his arm") rather than 
trusting in the Lord. This dependence on human power reflects a lack of faith in God, leading to 
spiritual disconnection and vulnerability. When one's heart "departeth from the Lord," it indicates an 
active choice to reject divine guidance and protection. This verse serves as a call to evaluate where we 
place our trust—encouraging faith in God over fleeting human wisdom and strength. The warning 
underscores the necessity of aligning one’s heart with God’s will to receive His blessings rather than 
curses.

Jeremiah 17:6

"For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but shall 
inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited."

This vivid imagery illustrates the desolation that accompanies a life devoid of trust in God. The 
comparison to "heath in the desert" reflects barrenness and an inability to thrive; it signifies a person 
who, lacking faith, is spiritually barren and disconnected from divine sustenance. The inability "to see 
when good cometh" suggests that such a person will be blind to the blessings and opportunities that 
may arise, further emphasizing isolation and despair. Living in "parched places" and "salt land" 
symbolizes a life marked by spiritual drought, devoid of growth and nourishment. This verse 
poignantly illustrates the stark contrast between reliance on God and the emptiness of self-reliance, 
serving as a reminder of the abundant life promised to those who trust in Him.



Jeremiah 17:7

"Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is."

In contrast to the previous verse, this statement affirms the blessings that come to those who place their 
trust in God. Such a person is described as "blessed," indicating that their life is marked by divine favor 
and provision. The phrase "whose hope the Lord is" underscores that true hope is not merely a feeling 
but is anchored in a relationship with God. This verse is a celebration of faith, highlighting the 
assurance that comes from relying on God rather than human strength. The promise of blessing serves 
as an encouragement to seek a deep, trusting relationship with God, reminding us that faith opens the 
doorway to hope, fulfillment, and the abundant life He desires for His people.

Jeremiah 17:8

"For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, 
and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the 
year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit."

This metaphor beautifully illustrates the stability and vitality of a person who trusts in the Lord. 
Comparing them to a "tree planted by the waters" emphasizes resilience and a constant source of 
nourishment. The deep roots "spreadeth out by the river" indicate reliance on an ever-present source of 
sustenance—God’s grace and provision. The imagery of not seeing when heat comes suggests that, 
despite external pressures or trials, the person remains unaffected, maintaining spiritual health and 
vitality symbolized by “green leaves.” Additionally, being “not careful in the year of drought” implies 
that they are secure, grounded in faith, and continue to bear fruit even in challenging circumstances. 
This verse powerfully conveys the message that divine trust leads to life, growth, and the ability to 
flourish in adverse conditions.

Jeremiah 17:9

"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?"

Here, Jeremiah provides a sobering assessment of the human heart, describing it as "deceitful" and 
"desperately wicked." This portrayal highlights the inherent tendency of the human spirit to mislead 
and the pervasive nature of sin within us. It underscores the complexity and capacity for self-deception 
that leads individuals away from God’s truth. The rhetorical question "who can know it?" suggests that 
understanding the full extent of one’s heart is beyond human comprehension, emphasizing the necessity 
of divine insight for true self-awareness. This verse serves as a warning about the danger of trusting 
one’s instincts or feelings too readily, advocating instead for a dependence on God’s wisdom for 
discernment and moral clarity.

Jeremiah 17:10

"I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings."



In this verse, God asserts His role as the ultimate judge of the human heart. The act of searching the 
heart and trying the reins illustrates God’s intimate knowledge of human motivations and intentions. 
This declaration reaffirms that God evaluates individuals not just by their outward actions, but by the 
underlying intentions that drive their behaviors. The implication is profound: God holds each person 
accountable, promising to reward or judge them based on their conduct. This verse serves as an 
important reminder that while humans may judge superficially, God sees the entirety of a person’s 
character and faithfulness, thereby encouraging individuals to strive for integrity in their thoughts and 
actions.

Jeremiah 17:11

"As the partridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them not; so he that getteth riches, and not by 
right, shall leave them in the midst of his days, and at his end shall be a fool."

Here, the imagery of the partridge that sits on eggs it cannot hatch serves as a metaphor for ill-gotten 
gains. The implications are clear: acquiring wealth through unjust means is ultimately unsustainable. 
Just as the partridge may nurture what is not truly hers, so too does the person gain riches that will 
eventually slip away, leaving them empty and unfulfilled. The phrase "shall leave them in the midst of 
his days" highlights the transient nature of such wealth, suggesting that those who rely on dishonest or 
unethical practices will face disappointing ends. The conclusion that "at his end shall be a fool" strikes 
a cautionary tone, emphasizing that true wisdom involves ethical living and reliance on God's 
provisions. This verse serves as a stark reminder of the perils of greed and the futility of pursuing 
wealth without righteousness.

Jeremiah 17:12

"A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary."

In this verse, Jeremiah reflects on the majesty and eternal nature of God's sovereignty, referring to His 
throne as "a glorious high throne" that has existed since the beginning. This image serves as a powerful 
reminder of God as the ultimate authority and the rightful object of worship. By calling it "the place of 
our sanctuary," Jeremiah reinforces the notion that true safety, peace, and worship reside in God’s 
presence. The verse invites the people to remember where their focus should lie, especially amidst the 
chaos and moral corruption around them. Rather than seeking refuge in the shifting sands of their own 
sinful inclinations, they are encouraged to return to God’s holiness, recognizing that only He can 
provide a lasting foundation for their lives.

Jeremiah 17:13

"O Lord, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, and they that depart from me 
shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living waters."

In this poignant proclamation, Jeremiah identifies God as "the hope of Israel," reaffirming divine 
faithfulness as the source of true hope and sustenance. The stark warning that "all that forsake thee 
shall be ashamed" indicates that turning away from God leads to disappointment and loss of purpose. 
The phrase "written in the earth" suggests a fleeting existence or legacy for those who reject God, 



contrasting with the enduring nature of faithfulness to Him. By describing the Lord as "the fountain of 
living waters," Jeremiah emphasizes that true life and vitality come from God alone. This verse serves 
as a compelling reminder of the repercussions of abandoning one’s relationship with God, urging the 
people to remain steadfast and rooted in Him for the fulfillment and sustenance of their lives.

Jeremiah 17:14

"Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved: for thou art my praise."

In this verse, Jeremiah expresses a deep yearning for healing and salvation, recognizing God as the 
ultimate source of restoration. The plea "Heal me, O Lord" reflects an acknowledgment of personal and 
communal brokenness, suggesting a recognition of both physical and spiritual needs. By affirming that 
"I shall be healed," there is an implicit trust in God’s ability to mend what is broken. Furthermore, 
"save me, and I shall be saved" emphasizes the importance of divine intervention in attaining true 
freedom and deliverance. Ultimately, the declaration "for thou art my praise" acknowledges God’s 
greatness and faithfulness, indicating that a relationship with Him is central to experiencing true 
healing. This verse serves as a beautiful testament to reliance on God’s power to redeem and restore.

Jeremiah 17:15

"Behold, they say unto me, Where is the word of the Lord? let it come now."

In this verse, Jeremiah encounters skepticism and impatience among the people regarding God’s 
promises. Their taunting question, "Where is the word of the Lord? let it come now," reflects a lack of 
faith and an expectation for immediate fulfillment of God’s prophetic messages. This impatience often 
arises in times of crisis when people are eager for assurance and clarity. The phrase underscores a 
disconnect between the people’s understanding of divine timing and God’s sovereign will. Instead of 
waiting patiently and continuing in faith, the people challenge God. This verse serves as a reminder of 
the importance of steadfastness in the face of doubt and encourages believers to trust in God’s promises 
even when they appear delayed.

Jeremiah 17:16

"As for me, I have not hastened from being a shepherd to follow thee: neither have I desired the 
woeful day; thou knowest: that which came out of my lips was right before thee."

In this verse, Jeremiah takes a stand, affirming his commitment to his prophetic calling. The phrase "I 
have not hastened from being a shepherd to follow thee" indicates his steadfastness in fulfilling God's 
mandate, despite the daunting challenges that come with it. He expresses a conscious decision not to 
desire "the woeful day," which may refer to impending judgment or calamity that he might have been 
prophesying to the people. Jeremiah’s declaration that "that which came out of my lips was right before 
thee" reinforces his integrity and dedication to speaking the truth of God’s messages. This verse 
highlights the importance of faithfulness in one’s calling and the necessity of aligning one’s words and 
actions with divine truth, even amidst opposition and doubt.



Jeremiah 17:17

"Be not a terror unto me: thou art my hope in the day of evil."

In this emotional plea, Jeremiah appeals to God for solace and assurance in times of trouble. The 
request, "Be not a terror unto me," reflects an awareness of God’s holiness and the awesomeness of His 
power, yet it also communicates a longing for God’s presence as a source of comfort rather than fear. 
By affirming that "thou art my hope in the day of evil," Jeremiah recognizes God as his refuge amid 
danger and calamity. This verse serves as both a confession of dependency on God and a model for 
believers to seek solace and hope in God during chaotic and troubled times, reminding us that even 
when facing adversity, we can lean on His strength and protection.

Jeremiah 17:18

"Let them be confounded that persecute me; but let not me be confounded: let them be 
dismayed, but let not me be dismayed: bring upon them the day of evil, and destroy them with 
double destruction."

In this verse, Jeremiah expresses a fervent desire for divine justice against those who oppose him. His 
plea for the persecutors to be "confounded" and "dismayed" reflects a longing for their shame and 
confusion as a consequence of their actions against God’s messenger. Furthermore, he asks God to 
deliver justice "with double destruction," indicating a desire for a significant manifestation of divine 
judgment. This verse highlights the prevalence of conflict in the life of a prophet and the emotional 
turmoil that comes from standing for truth amidst opposition. While it reveals a human tendency to 
seek vindication, it also underscores the importance of maintaining faith and integrity in the face of 
trials, emphasizing God’s ultimate role as judge and protector.

Jeremiah 17:19

"Thus said the Lord unto me; Go and stand in the gate of the children of the people, whereby the 
kings of Judah come in, and by the which they go out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem;"

In this verse, God commands Jeremiah to take a public stand in a significant location—the gate of the 
city, where important decisions and interactions occur. The gates of Jerusalem serve as strategic and 
symbolic entry points, representing the heart of the community where leaders and people gather. By 
positioning himself there, Jeremiah's message can be heard by a broader audience, emphasizing the 
importance of proclaiming God's truth in pivotal places. This call to action highlights not only the 
urgency of the prophetic message but also the role of the prophet as a watchman and communicator in 
the community. The verse serves as an encouragement to believers to be bold in proclaiming God's 
word in key arenas where influence is exercised.

Jeremiah 17:20

"And say unto them, Hear ye the word of the Lord, ye kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, that enter in by these gates:"



Here, Jeremiah is commissioned to deliver a vital message to a broad audience that includes the rulers 
of Judah and the general populace. The phrase "Hear ye the word of the Lord" underscores the 
authority and seriousness of the divine message he is to convey. By addressing "the kings of Judah" 
alongside "all Judah" and "the inhabitants of Jerusalem," Jeremiah emphasizes that the call to heed 
God's words applies to everyone, regardless of their status or position. This inclusiveness indicates that 
all members of society, from leaders to ordinary citizens, bear responsibility for their relationship with 
God and their actions. This verse serves as a reminder of the importance of responding to divine 
instruction and the reverence due to God's commands from every sector of society.

Jeremiah 17:21

"Thus saith the Lord; Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the sabbath day, nor bring 
it in by the gates of Jerusalem;"

In this instruction, God emphasizes the sanctity of the Sabbath and calls His people to mindfulness 
regarding how they observe it. "Take heed to yourselves" serves as a caution to protect their spiritual 
integrity and the observance of holy practices. The command to "bear no burden on the sabbath day" 
emphasizes rest, reflection, and worship as central practices to honor the Sabbath. This instruction 
challenges the prevailing attitudes that may have trivialized the importance of this day of rest and 
divine connection. Additionally, the mention of "the gates of Jerusalem" suggests that their actions in 
public life should align with the holiness of the Sabbath. This verse underscores the necessity of 
maintaining sacred rhythms in daily life and the importance of honoring God through established 
practices.

Jeremiah 17:22

"Neither carry forth a burden out of your houses on the sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but 
hallow ye the sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers."

Continuing the theme of Sabbath observance, this verse reinforces God’s command to abstain from 
work and to create a holy atmosphere on this special day. The phrase "neither carry forth a burden out 
of your houses" emphasizes the need to refrain from commerce and the hustle and bustle of daily life, 
redirecting focus towards worship and rest. The call to "hallow ye the sabbath day" highlights the 
imperative to treat the Sabbath as a time set apart for God, echoing the command given to their 
ancestors. This verse serves as a reminder of the importance of spiritual discipline and the need to 
uphold practices that strengthen one’s relationship with God. Moreover, it speaks to the broader 
principle of prioritizing divine relationships over societal demands and the allure of productivity.

Jeremiah 17:23

"But they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but made their neck stiff, that they might not 
hear, nor receive instruction."

This verse records the unfortunate reality of the people’s response to God’s commands. Their 
disobedience and refusal to “incline their ear” illustrate a hard-heartedness and stubbornness that 
prevent them from receiving divine instruction. The phrase "made their neck stiff" is a powerful 



metaphor for resistance, suggesting an unwillingness to be led or corrected by God. This rejection of 
wisdom and guidance is indicative of a broader trend of rebellion against the covenant relationship 
established with God. This verse serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of spiritual pride and the 
consequences of failing to listen to God’s voice. It emphasizes the importance of humility and openness 
to divine teaching in nurturing a healthy relationship with God.

Jeremiah 17:24

"And it shall come to pass, if ye diligently hearken unto me, saith the Lord, to bring in no burden 
through the gates of this city on the sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath day, to do no work 
therein;"

In this conditional statement, God offers hope and a promise tied directly to obedience. The phrase "if 
ye diligently hearken unto me" indicates that success hinges on their willingness to listen and respond 
to God's instructions. By emphasizing "bring in no burden through the gates of this city on the sabbath 
day," God reiterates the importance of honoring the Sabbath as a day of rest and worship. The call to 
"hallow the sabbath day" underscores that this observance is not merely about abstaining from work 
but also about dedicating the day to God. This verse serves as a reminder of the blessings that 
accompany obedience and how adhering to God’s commandments has transformative effects on both 
individuals and the community at large.

Jeremiah 17:25

"Then shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and princes sitting upon the throne of 
David, riding in chariots and on horses, they, and their princes, the men of Judah, and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem: and this city shall remain for ever."

This verse paints a picture of prosperity and stability as a reward for obedience to God. The imagery of 
"kings and princes sitting upon the throne of David" evokes a time of rightful leadership and divine 
favor. The mention of "riding in chariots and on horses" signifies strength, courage, and a return to 
glory for Judah, implying a restoration of national pride and robust governance. The assurance that 
"this city shall remain for ever" conveys God's promise of permanence and protection over Jerusalem, 
underscoring the blessings that flow from faithful adherence to divine commands. This verse serves as 
an encouragement to the people to remain steadfast and hopeful, representing God’s desire for their 
well-being and his willingness to bless them abundantly when they walk in His ways.

Jeremiah 17:26

"And they shall come from the cities of Judah, and from the places about Jerusalem, and from 
the land of Benjamin, and from the plain, and from the mountains, and from the south, bringing 
burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and meat offerings, and incense, and bringing sacrifices of praise 
unto the house of the Lord."

In this verse, Jeremiah envisions a future where people from various regions come together to worship 
God. The reference to diverse locations—cities of Judah, the land of Benjamin, the plain, mountains, 
and the south—highlights the inclusivity and unity of God's people returning to Him. The act of 



"bringing burnt offerings, and sacrifices" signifies a return to proper worship practices, demonstrating 
repentance, gratitude, and devotion to God. The phrase "sacrifices of praise" emphasizes the heart of 
worship, focusing on honoring God with thanksgiving and adoration. This verse enriches the 
understanding of communal worship and the framework of covenantal relationship, portraying a 
vibrant and active relationship between God and His people as they come together in reverent worship.

Jeremiah 17:27

"But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the sabbath day, and not to bear a burden, even 
entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath day; then will I kindle a fire in the gates 
thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched."

In this final verse of the chapter, a solemn warning is issued. The conditional "But if ye will not 
hearken unto me" underscores that the blessings promised are contingent upon obedience. The 
command to hallow the Sabbath is emphasized again, indicating its paramount importance in 
maintaining a relationship with God. The consequences of disobedience are stark and severe, as God 
warns of a fire that will consume the gates of Jerusalem and the palaces within. This imagery suggests 
total destruction and divine judgment resulting from continued rebellion. The phrase "it shall not be 
quenched" conveys the irreversible nature of this judgment, symbolizing divine wrath. This verse 
serves as a sobering conclusion, reinforcing the critical nature of faithfulness to God’s covenant and the 
dire consequences of forsaking His commands.

In summary, Jeremiah chapter 17 encapsulates profound themes of faith, obedience, the consequences 
of sin, and the blessings of a close relationship with God. Each verse calls the reader to reflect on 
where they place their trust and how they approach their relationship with God in light of His 
righteousness and commandments.

CHAPTER 18:

Verse 1

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

In this verse, we see the initiation of God’s message to the prophet Jeremiah. The phrase "the word 
which came to Jeremiah" emphasizes the divine origin of the message, underscoring that it is not 
merely Jeremiah’s thoughts but a direct revelation from God Himself. This sets the stage for the 
teachings and illustrations that follow, indicating that the content is authoritative and significant for 
both Jeremiah and the people of Israel. The usage of "saying" indicates a personal communication, 
highlighting the intimate relationship between God and His prophet.

Verse 2

Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words.

Here, God instructs Jeremiah to embark on a physical journey to the potter's house. This command not 
only serves as a literal call to action but also symbolizes the need for the prophet to witness God’s 
creative power at work. The potter’s house is a place where clay is molded and shaped, serving as an 



effective metaphor for God’s authority over Israel. By saying "I will cause thee to hear my words," God 
emphasizes that the lesson to be learned will unfold through observation, indicating that the potter's 
craftsmanship carries spiritual significance.

Verse 3

Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels.

Upon following God’s command, Jeremiah arrives at the potter's house and observes the potter at work. 
The phrase "behold, he wrought a work on the wheels" captures the dynamic nature of the potter’s 
craft. This visual imagery draws attention to the process of shaping and forming, as the potter 
meticulously molds the clay on the wheel. The act of creation is continuous, illustrating that God is 
actively involved in shaping the lives of His people. This scene sets a foundational metaphor for the 
lesson that God is about to impart to Jeremiah regarding His sovereignty and the potential for 
transformation.

Verse 4

And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again 
another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.

This verse reveals a crucial moment in the potter's work: the clay becomes marred. The marred vessel 
represents the failures and imperfections of the people of Israel. However, the potter’s response—
remaking the vessel into another form—illustrates God's grace and willingness to restore and reshape 
His people. Just as the potter has the authority to change the clay’s form, God has the power to mold 
His people anew, reflecting His concern and determination to bring about their redemption. The latter 
part of the verse, "as seemed good to the potter," highlights the potter's autonomy and reminds us that 
God acts according to His wisdom and purpose.

Verse 5

Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

This verse marks a transition where God directly addresses Jeremiah again, reinforcing the personal 
nature of God’s communication with His prophet. After witnessing the potter's work, Jeremiah is 
prepared to receive the divine interpretation of the lesson. The repetition of "the word of the LORD" 
underscores the reliability and urgency of the message that follows. It signifies that what follows is not 
just an anecdote but rather a profound truth about the relationship between God and His people.

Verse 6

O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in 
the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel.

In this verse, God draws a clear parallel between Himself and the potter, asking the rhetorical question 
that emphasizes His sovereign power over Israel. The phrase "cannot I do with you as this potter?" 
challenges the people to recognize their own position as clay in the hands of a designer God. The 
imagery of clay in the potter's hand suggests that God has the authority to shape, change, and even 



break them to recreate them. It is a reminder of God's sovereignty and the necessity of submission, as 
His plans are always aimed at their ultimate good and restoration.

Verse 7

At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to 
pull down, and to destroy it;

Here, God speaks to the seriousness of His judgment. The phrase "At what instant I shall speak" 
highlights the immediacy and authority with which God can act. The terms "pluck up," "pull down," 
and "destroy" convey a strong message of divine judgment and indicate that if a nation behaves 
contrary to His wishes, He has the right to intervene decisively. This serves as a warning to Israel about 
the consequences of their actions, as it becomes clear that God is willing to act swiftly when it comes to 
the moral and spiritual integrity of a nation.

Verse 8

If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that 
I thought to do unto them.

God, however, reveals a profound truth about His nature in this verse—He is willing to change His 
course of action based on the repentance of the people. The phrase "I will repent of the evil" signifies 
God’s readiness to extend mercy and forgiveness should the people turn away from their wrongdoing. 
This promise reinforces the concept of God’s grace, demonstrating that His ultimate desire is for 
restoration and reconciliation, not destruction. It places an emphasis on the importance of repentance 
and the responsiveness of both the individual and collective hearts before God.

Verse 9

And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to 
plant it;

In this verse, God speaks of His intention to bless nations, declaring that He has the power to "build 
and to plant." This imagery illustrates the idea of nurturing, fostering growth, and establishing 
something new and fruitful. Just as He can bring destruction, He is equally capable of bringing life and 
prosperity. God reassures the people of His benevolence, underscoring His desire for nations to thrive 
under His guidance and care. It conveys the dynamic relationship between divine intention and human 
action, where both obedience and misalignment play a role in determining outcomes.

Verse 10

If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said 
I would benefit them.

This verse brings a sobering reminder of the conditions tied to divine favor. If a nation chooses to act 
against God’s will, despite His intentions to bless it, His promise of good can be withdrawn. The phrase 
"I will repent of the good" shows that God’s blessings are conditional upon obedience. It acts as a stark 
warning that disobedience has consequences, and the Israelites must be aware of their choices. This 



mutual relationship underscores the principle that God’s intentions for good are intertwined with the 
people’s response to His voice.

Verse 11

Now therefore go to, speak to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, 
Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I frame evil against you, and devise a device against you: return 
ye now every one from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings good.

This verse contains God's urgent plea through Jeremiah for the Israelites to repent. The phrase "I frame 
evil against you" should be understood in the context of the impending judgment that would come if 
they do not change their ways. God's command to "return ye now every one from his evil way" 
emphasizes the immediacy of their situation. It reflects His deep concern for their repentance and the 
opportunity they have to redirect their lives. By encouraging them to "make your ways and your doings 
good," God offers a pathway to renewal and restoration, highlighting His desire for their well-being.

Verse 12

And they said, There is no hope: but we will walk after our own devices, and we will every one do 
the imagination of his evil heart.

In response to God’s call for repentance, the people of Judah express despair, stating "There is no 
hope." This line reveals their hardened hearts and disbelief in a better future, illustrating a significant 
barrier to their relationship with God. Their resolution to "walk after our own devices" reflects a 
determination to follow their own sinful paths rather than obeying God’s command. This rejection of 
divine guidance underscores the struggle between human will and divine purpose, showcasing a tragic 
turning point in the narrative where the people choose to pursue their desires over God's will.

Verse 13

Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ask ye now among the heathen, who hath heard such things: the 
virgin of Israel hath done a very horrible thing.

God responds to the Israelites' defiance by making a remark about the heinous nature of their actions. 
By stating that "the virgin of Israel" has committed a "very horrible thing," He expresses His deep 
sorrow and disappointment. The term "virgin" signifies purity and status, accentuating the betrayal of 
their covenant with God. God invites them to look at the surrounding nations, suggesting that even 
those who do not know Him are aware of the moral implications of such foolishness. This call to self-
reflection is meant to humiliate them into recognizing the gravity of their actions against their divine 
calling.

Verse 14

Will a man leave the snow of Lebanon which cometh from the rock of the field? or shall the cold 
flowing waters that come from another place be forsaken?

In this verse, God uses imagery to question the rationality of abandoning true sources of sustenance and 
refreshment. The snow of Lebanon and the cold, flowing waters symbolize the goodness and blessings 



that come from God. By juxtaposing these pure, life-giving elements with their fabrications, God 
illustrates the absurdity of turning away from Him—the ultimate source of life and nourishment—to 
pursue fleeting, artificial alternatives. This rhetorical questioning serves as a powerful critique of their 
choices, emphasizing that abandoning God for worldly things leads to emptiness.

Verse 15

Because my people hath forgotten me, they have burned incense to vanity, and they have caused 
them to stumble in their ways from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way not cast up;

This verse captures the heart of Israel's rebellion. God attributes their waywardness to the act of 
forgetting Him, which leads them to "burn incense to vanity." The ‘vanity’ here refers to idols or false 
gods, emphasizing the futility of their choices and their diversion from the true path. The phrase 
“caused them to stumble” indicates that their choices will lead to degradation rather than elevation. He 
illustrates that they have departed from the "ancient paths," representing their rich inheritance of faith 
and tradition and have chosen instead "paths, in a way not cast up," indicating paths that are untested, 
unsafe, and lacking guidance—ultimately leading to danger.

Verse 16

To make their land desolate, and a perpetual hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be 
astonished, and wag his head.

In this verse, God details the consequences of Israel’s actions: desolation and destruction. The phrase 
"land desolate" evokes images of devastation and loss. The term "perpetual hissing" paints a picture of 
scorn and contempt for the land that once held promise and blessings. The astonishment of those who 
pass by serves to highlight the gravity of their downfall, proving that their fate will become a 
cautionary tale. The image of wagging heads demonstrates societal disdain and serves as a stark 
warning of the repercussions that arise from forsaking God.

Verse 17

I will scatter them as with an east wind before the enemy; I will show them the back, and not the 
face in the day of their calamity.

Here, God prophesies the impending judgment on His people, contemplating their scattering as “with 
an east wind.” This imagery signifies swift destruction and inevitable dispersion. The phrase "I will 
show them the back, and not the face" embodies God's withdrawal of favor and presence in times of 
trouble—an indication that, due to their actions, He will not be there to guide and protect them. This 
divine absence during their calamity illustrates the deep sorrow of God while serving as a powerful 
reminder that their rejection of Him leads to their own downfall.

Verse 18

Then said they, Come, and let us devise devices against Jeremiah; for the law shall not perish 
from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet: come, and let us smite 
him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words.



In this verse, the response from the people reveals their hostility towards God’s messenger, Jeremiah. 
The conspiratorial expression "come, and let us devise devices against Jeremiah" manifests their intent 
to silence the prophetic voice that threatens their comfort in sin. Their desire to dismiss his warnings 
showcases their hardness of heart and refusal to heed God's message. The insistence that the "law shall 
not perish from the priest" and the implications about the wise and the prophet indicate a false sense of 
security in their traditions while disregarding the urgent call to repentance. This underscores the tragic 
irony that the very institutions designed to guide them are blind to their wickedness.

Verse 19

Give heed to me, O LORD, and hearken to the voice of them that contend with me.

In this verse, Jeremiah pleads directly with God, seeking divine attention and intervention against those 
who oppose him. The urgency in "Give heed to me" displays Jeremiah’s deep burden and sense of 
isolation as he faces hostility from his own people. His supplication reflects a heart yearning for God's 
justice and vindication amidst the opposition he faces as a prophet. This moment of vulnerability 
illustrates the rich tapestry of Jeremiah’s relationship with God, where he seeks both comfort and 
strength in the face of adversity.

Verse 20

Shall evil be recompensed for good? for they have digged a pit for my soul. Remember that I 
stood before thee to speak good for them, and to turn away thy wrath from them.

Here, Jeremiah grapples with the injustice of his situation, questioning how evil can be rewarded for 
the good he has done for the people. The metaphor of "digged a pit for my soul" signifies their 
treachery and plots against him, showcasing his vulnerability as a prophet. His recollection of standing 
before God "to speak good for them" illustrates Jeremiah’s compassion towards his people and his role 
as an intercessor. He contrasts his intentions with their actions, which serves to highlight the magnitude 
of their betrayal and reinforces the theme of a prophet's struggles amidst a rebellious nation.

Verse 21

Therefore deliver up their children to the famine, and pour out their blood by the force of the 
sword; and let their wives be bereaved of their children, and the widows of their men.

In this verse, Jeremiah expresses a desire for divine justice, though it is shocking and reflects deep 
sorrow. The plea to "deliver up their children to the famine" symbolizes the dire consequences that will 
affect innocent lives due to the people's rejection of God. The mention of "pour out their blood by the 
force of the sword" indicates violent judgment that Jeremiah anticipates as a consequence of their 
disobedience. This grim desire for justice highlights the gravity of Israel's sin against God and the cycle 
of sin that impacts generations. Jeremiah’s cries reflect the agony of a prophet caught between love for 
his people and the necessary judgment of a holy God.



Verse 22

Let a cry be heard from their houses, when thou shalt bring a troop suddenly upon them: for 
they have digged a pit to take me, and hid snares for my feet.

Continuing the theme of impending judgment, Jeremiah calls for cries of distress from the houses of 
the people, showcasing his understanding of the repercussions that will follow. The invocation of a 
"troop suddenly upon them" emphasizes the swiftness of God’s judgment, the element of surprise 
underscoring the seriousness of their actions. By restating that they "digged a pit" for him and laid 
"snares for my feet," Jeremiah reiterates the betrayal he faces from his people. This cry serves as a 
lament, encapsulating the sorrowful tension of wanting justice while grieving the loss of the 
relationship with his wayward nation.

Verse 23

Yet, LORD, thou knowest all their counsel against me to slay me: forgive not their iniquity, 
neither blot out their sin from thy sight: but let them be overthrown before thee; deal thus with 
them in the time of thine anger.

Jeremiah concludes this chapter with a passionate appeal to God for justice against his enemies, 
acknowledging the depth of their betrayal by seeking his life. The insistence that God should "forgive 
not their iniquity" reflects the depths of his hurt and the severity of their rebellion. The invocation for 
judgment demonstrates a prophet torn between his role as an intercessor and the pain of rejection. This 
verse embodies Jeremiah's struggle: balancing his compassion as a representative of God with his 
desire for justice, serving as a poignant reminder of the complexities of the prophetic ministry in the 
face of unrepentant sin.

In this chapter, we see a profound working relationship between God, Jeremiah, and the people of 
Israel, encapsulating themes of sovereignty, judgment, mercy, and the challenge of prophetic ministry. 
All these elements intricately weave the narrative of divine love clashing with human failure, capturing 
the heart of God’s intention to lead His people back to the path of righteousness.

CHAPTER 19:

Jeremiah 19:1
"Thus saith the LORD, Go and get a potter's earthen vessel, and take of the 
ancients of the people, and of the ancients of the priests;"
In this verse, God instructs Jeremiah to procure an earthen vessel from a potter. 
This act symbolizes the fragility and transience of human life and society. By 
involving "the ancients of the people" and "the ancients of the priests," God 
emphasizes the significance of gathering the wise and revered leaders of the 
community. This is an essential part of Jeremiah’s prophetic ministry, 
demonstrating the seriousness of the message he is about to deliver regarding 
Israel's impending judgment. The use of the earthen vessel foreshadows themes of 



destruction and renewal, as clay is shaped and reshaped by the potter, reflecting 
how God has authority over His creation.

Jeremiah 19:2
"And go forth unto the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the east gate, and proclaim 
there the words that I shall tell thee."
Jeremiah is directed to go to the Valley of Hinnom, a place historically associated with idolatry and 
child sacrifice. This location is significant because it carries connotations of sin, decay, and the 
consequences of turning away from God. The command to "proclaim there the words that I shall tell 
thee" underscores the urgency and gravity of Jeremiah's message. It indicates that this area, with its 
dark history, serves as a fitting backdrop for a prophecy of doom—the act of delivering God’s message 
in such a place serves to enhance the weight of the warning.

Jeremiah 19:3
"And say, Hear ye the word of the LORD, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusalem; Thus saith 
the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, the which whosoever 
heareth, his ears shall tingle."
In this verse, Jeremiah addresses both the civil leaders and the people of Jerusalem, emphasizing that 
the impending judgment is for everyone. The term "evil" here refers to disaster or calamity that will 
befall Jerusalem and Judah due to their persistent disobedience to God. The phrase "his ears shall 
tingle" suggests that the message is shocking and alarming, signifying the severity of the consequences 
they face. It is a call to pay attention to the warning, as failure to heed it could lead to dire outcomes. 
Through this proclamation, God is crystal clear about His intentions and the seriousness of the 
situation.

Jeremiah 19:4
"Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, and have burned incense in it unto 
other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers have known, nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this 
place with the blood of innocents,"
Here, God outlines the reasons for the coming judgment: the people's abandonment of Him and their 
idolatrous practices. They have "estranged this place" by elevating foreign gods, which reflects a deep 
betrayal of their covenant relationship with the Lord. The reference to "burned incense" highlights their 
worship of idols, which included both a rejection of the true God and involvement in heinous acts like 
the sacrifice of innocent lives. This verse draws a vivid picture of moral and spiritual decay, serving as 
a reminder that these actions have dire consequences. God’s pronouncement of judgment is not 
arbitrary but rooted in the people’s conscious choice to violate His commandments.

Jeremiah 19:5
"They have built also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, 
which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into my mind."
This verse continues to illustrate the depth of Judah’s sin, specifically their involvement in the worship 
of Baal through the horrific practice of child sacrifice. This is an abomination that not only goes against 
God’s commandments but also showcases the extent of moral corruption within the society. The phrase 
"which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into my mind" emphasizes that such acts are 



completely contrary to God's will and His nature. It stresses that these practices are not just disobedient 
but are unthinkable to God, revealing how far the nation has strayed from His ethical and spiritual 
guidelines.

Jeremiah 19:6
"Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that this place shall no more be called Tophet, nor 
the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter."
In this verse, God announces a significant transformation of the Valley of Hinnom (Tophet). This area, 
once a site of idolatrous worship, will be redefined as the "valley of slaughter," indicating a place of 
great destruction and death. This renaming symbolizes the consequence of their sins—a prophetic 
foreshadowing of the coming military defeat and devastation. The change in name signifies not just a 
geographical alteration but a profound moral and spiritual reckoning. It paints a grim picture of 
judgment, underscoring that the judgment will replace the idolatry that once characterized the location.

Jeremiah 19:7
"And I will cause to cease out of the cities of Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of 
mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride: for the land 
shall be desolate."
In this verse, God describes the consequences of the impending judgment: the eradication of joy and 
celebration from the land. The "voice of mirth" and "gladness" represent the normalcy of life, including 
weddings and community festivities, implying that all joy will be extinguished as a result of their sinful 
actions. The phrase "for the land shall be desolate" serves as a foreshadowing of destruction and 
desolation. This warning is a stark reminder that their disobedience has severe implications for 
communal life, fundamentally altering the fabric of society and its future.

Jeremiah 19:8
"And I will make this city desolate and a hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished and 
hiss because of all the plagues thereof."
Jeremiah conveys that God will render Jerusalem desolate, transforming it into a shocking spectacle for 
those who witness its destruction. The term "a hissing" implies that passersby will express disbelief and 
disdain at what has happened. The astonishment signifies that the destruction will be palpable and 
striking, leading others to react with horror at the catastrophic consequences of the city’s unfaithfulness 
to God. This verse warns of the far-reaching impact of their sin, as not only will the people of Judah 
suffer, but their fate will serve as a cautionary tale to others.

Jeremiah 19:9
"And I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters; and they shall eat 
every one the flesh of his friend in the siege and straitness, wherewith their enemies, and they that seek 
their lives, shall straiten them."
This extremely stark verse depicts the severe famine and desperation that will result from the siege 
upon Jerusalem. The act of cannibalism signifies the ultimate degradation and despair that will envelop 
the city as people resort to the unthinkable in their fight for survival. This prophecy illustrates the 
horror of their situation, serving as a graphic warning about the consequences of turning away from 
God. It evokes a visceral reaction, encapsulating the total breakdown of societal norms in the face of 



dire circumstances. This vivid imagery underscores the inevitable suffering that comes from 
abandoning divine instruction.

Jeremiah 19:10
"Then shalt thou break the bottle in the sight of the men that go with thee,"
Following the pronouncement of judgment, God instructs Jeremiah to break the earthen vessel he has 
brought, acting out a symbolic gesture. This action signifies the irrevocable nature of the judgment that 
God has decreed over the people. Just as the vessel shatters, so shall the hopes, dreams, and lives of the 
people be destroyed due to their choices. Breaking the bottle serves to visually demonstrate the fragility 
of their situation and the futility of relying on anything other than God. It is a powerful act meant to 
convey that the people’s rebellion has led to their own demise.

Jeremiah 19:11
"And shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Even so will I break this people and this city, 
as one breaketh a potter's vessel, that cannot be made whole again: and they shall bury them in Tophet, 
till there be no place to bury."
Jeremiah is to explain that just as the earthen vessel cannot be restored once broken, so too will be the 
fate of the people and the city. This analogy reinforces the permanence of God’s judgment. The 
declaration emphasizes that their persistent wickedness has led them to a point of no return; they will 
face dire consequences that they cannot escape. The mention of burying them in Tophet until there is 
"no place to bury" speaks to the overwhelming mortality and destruction that will accompany their 
rebellion. This imagery of decay and hopelessness serves as a chilling reminder of divine retribution.

Jeremiah 19:12
"Thus will I do unto this place, saith the LORD, and to the inhabitants thereof, and even make this city 
as Tophet."
God reiterates His intent, reinforcing that He will make Jerusalem like Tophet, the home of idolatrous 
worship and grave immorality. This connection signifies total destruction and a transformation of Judah 
into a landscape marked by devastation and divine abandonment. The repetition of this theme 
underscores the seriousness of their sins and the certainty of judgment. It is a grim and unavoidable 
destiny for a people who have turned their backs on their Creator, reinforcing the concept that a society 
steeped in sin will face severe consequences.

Jeremiah 19:13
"And the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of Judah, shall be defiled as the place of 
Tophet, because of all the houses upon whose roofs they have burned incense unto all the host of 
heaven, and have poured out drink offerings unto other gods."
This verse highlights the extent of idolatry that has permeated not just the public sphere but also the 
private sanctuaries of the people. The "houses of Jerusalem" and "houses of the kings of Judah" 
represent the broad reach of idol worship, suggesting that no part of society is untouched by this sin. 
The burning of incense and pouring out of drink offerings shows a blatant rejection of God’s 
exclusivity. The defilement of their homes signals that their moral decay will inevitably lead to their 
destruction, as God’s judgment will tarnish everything they have built due to their unfaithfulness.



Jeremiah 19:14
"Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, whither the LORD had sent him to prophesy; and he stood in the 
court of the LORD's house; and said to all the people,"
In this verse, Jeremiah re-enters the city after delivering God's message in Tophet. He now takes his 
stance in a prominent location—the court of the Lord’s house—where many would gather. This places 
his prophetic message at the center of religious and civic life, making it clear that the consequences of 
their actions are not just communal but spiritual. Jeremiah's presence in the temple courts symbolically 
contrasts the sacredness of the place with the deep corruption of the people, emphasizing that God’s 
message cannot be ignored. 

Jeremiah 19:15
"Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon this city and upon all her 
towns all the evil that I have pronounced against it, because they have hardened their necks, that they 
might not hear my words."
Jeremiah concludes with a dire reminder of God’s impending judgment. The repetition of “Thus saith 
the LORD of hosts” conveys authority and urgency. The phrase "hardened their necks" symbolizes the 
stubbornness and rebellion of the people against divine calling. By rejecting God's warnings, they have 
chosen their own fate—one filled with calamity and destruction. The connection between their refusal 
to listen and the ensuing disaster serves as a cautionary lesson about the importance of heeding God's 
word. This final proclamation leaves the people with a clear and unmistakable message about the 
seriousness of their choices.

In summary, Jeremiah Chapter 19 presents a profound narrative of judgment against Judah, marrying 
powerful prophetic imagery with themes of destruction, moral decay, and the dire consequences of 
idolatry. Each verse builds upon the last, creating a striking and uncompromising portrayal of divine 
retribution, aimed at awakening the people to their impending doom.

CHAPTER 20:

Jeremiah 20:1
“Now Pashur the son of Immer the priest, who was also chief governor in the house 
of the LORD, heard that Jeremiah prophesied these things.”

In this opening verse, we are introduced to Pashur, who holds a significant position as a chief governor 
in the house of the Lord and is also a priest. His reaction to Jeremiah's prophecies is paramount, as it 
reveals the tensions between religious authority and divine truth. Pashur hears about Jeremiah’s dire 
prophecies concerning the impending judgment on Judah, highlighting the growing conflicts between 
the state, the priesthood, and the prophetic messages that often challenged the status quo. The mention 
of Pashur’s lineage illustrates the entrenched nature of religious authority in Jerusalem and sets the 
stage for a clash between human authority and the prophetic mandate.



Jeremiah 20:2
“Then Pashur smote Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the high gate of 
Benjamin, which was by the house of the LORD.”

Pashur's reaction to Jeremiah's prophecies is swift and violent. He physically assaults Jeremiah, 
underscoring the perilous position of a prophet who speaks against the complacency and sins of his 
people. By placing Jeremiah in the stocks at the high gate of Benjamin, Pashur not only seeks to 
publicly humiliate him but also to silence his prophetic voice, which is a common response from 
authorities threatened by uncomfortable truths. This act of repression reveals the instinctive nature of 
human leaders to protect their power and image, even at the cost of justice and truth. Jeremiah’s 
imprisonment is symbolic of the suffocating atmosphere that oppresses genuine prophetic voices in 
times of moral decline.

Jeremiah 20:3
“And it came to pass on the morrow, that Pashur brought forth Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then said 
Jeremiah unto him, The LORD hath not called thy name Pashur, but Magor-missabib.”

In this verse, we see the aftermath of Pashur's violent act against Jeremiah. When Pashur retrieves 
Jeremiah from the stocks the following day, it becomes the pretext for a profound prophetic 
declaration. Jeremiah proclaims that the Lord has renamed Pashur to "Magor-missabib," which 
translates to "terror on every side." This name denotes imminent judgment and chaos that will 
accompany Pashur as a consequence of his actions against God's messenger. Jeremiah's words serve as 
a divine rebuttal, emphasizing that human authority cannot alter God’s will or the truth of His 
messages. This renaming is meant to strike fear, highlighting Pashur's role in perpetuating a false sense 
of security among the people.

Jeremiah 20:4
“For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will make thee a terror to thyself, and to all thy friends: and they 
shall fall by the sword of their enemies, and thine eyes shall behold it: and I will give all Judah into the 
hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captive into Babylon.”

Here, God speaks through Jeremiah to deliver a chilling message regarding the fate awaiting Pashur 
and the people of Judah. The assurance that Pashur will become a source of terror not only to himself 
but also to his friends indicates that those who stand against God’s prophets will face dire 
consequences. The foretelling of defeat at the hands of the Babylonian forces serves to emphasize the 
seriousness of Judah’s rebellion against God. This verse encapsulates the theme of divine justice, 
warning that sinful actions have inevitable repercussions. The vivid imagery of falling by the sword 
and captivity serves to instill fear and invoke a sense of urgency for repentance among the people.

Jeremiah 20:5
“And I will give all the strength of this city, and all the labours thereof, and all the precious things 



thereof, and all the treasures of the kings of Judah will I give into the hand of their enemies, which shall 
spoil them, and take them, and carry them to Babylon.”

In this verse, the scope of the judgment is expanded. God articulates that not only will Pashur and his 
accomplices face terror, but the entirety of Jerusalem and its precious treasures will be surrendered to 
the enemies of Judah. This emphasizes the totality of the destruction and loss that will ensue, as 
Babylon will plunder the city and carry away its riches, including the labor and strength of the people. 
It paints a grim picture of devastation that will envelop not just the individuals at fault, but the entire 
nation. This prophetic warning serves as a stark reminder of the cost of disobedience and the extent to 
which God’s judgment can affect a community when it turns away from divine guidance.

Jeremiah 20:6
“And thou, Pashur, and all that dwell in thine house shall go into captivity: and thou shalt come to 
Babylon, and there thou shalt die, and shalt be buried there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou hast 
prophesied lies.”

The finality of judgment is expressed in this verse as God declares that Pashur and his household will 
also be taken into captivity. This promise of judgment highlights Pashur’s culpability, indicating that 
his false prophecies have led not only himself but also those who trusted him astray. The somber fate of 
dying and being buried in Babylon serves as a significant symbol of separation and loss for those who 
were once in positions of influence and leadership. It underscores the dire consequences of leading 
others away from God's truth, emphasizing that false prophets may enjoy temporary power but 
ultimately face ultimate accountability and ruin.

Jeremiah 20:7
“O LORD, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived: thou art stronger than I, and hast prevailed: I am 
in derision daily, every one mocketh me.”

In this verse, Jeremiah expresses his deep anguish and confusion regarding his prophetic mission. He 
feels deceived by God, trapped in a situation where his call to deliver difficult messages results in 
ridicule and suffering. The tension between divine purpose and personal struggle highlights a prophet’s 
human vulnerability. Jeremiah's awareness of God’s strength juxtaposed with his own feelings of defeat 
starkly reveals the emotional toll of prophetic duty. The communal mockery he faces compounds his 
pain, as he believes his obedience has led to personal derision rather than acceptance or respect. This 
verse reflects the spiritual conflict that often accompanies a divinely appointed mission, inviting 
readers to empathize with the burdens of prophetic conviction.

Jeremiah 20:8
“For since I spake, I cried out; I cried violence and spoil; because the word of the LORD was made a 
reproach unto me, and a derision, daily.”



Continuing his lament, Jeremiah elaborates on the content of his prophecies, which revolve around 
themes of violence and spoil as he communicates God's imminent judgment. His prophetic messages, 
instead of bringing conviction and repentance, have resulted in increased scorn and derision. The 
repetition of his cries emphasizes his desperation and the intensity of the backlash he faces from the 
people. This verse illustrates the isolation that comes from faithfully carrying out one's calling, 
especially when the messages are met with rejection. For Jeremiah, the words meant to call others to 
repentance have become a source of personal suffering, revealing the prophetic burden that entails both 
a divine mandate and societal backlash.

Jeremiah 20:9
“Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in 
mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not 
stay.”

This crucial verse reveals a turning point in Jeremiah’s inner struggle. He initially resolves to stop 
speaking in God's name to escape the humiliation and pain, illustrating the intense psychological strain 
of prophetic ministry. Yet, despite his desire to remain silent, he describes an overwhelming 
compulsion to speak, likening God's word to a burning fire within him. This metaphor captures the 
irresistible nature of divine truth that compels him forward despite personal cost. Jeremiah’s internal 
conflict emphasizes the reality that true prophetic calling cannot easily be dismissed; it encompasses a 
deep-seated urgency, reflecting the weight of divine responsibility on the human heart.

Jeremiah 20:10
“For I heard the defaming of many, fear on every side. Report, say they, and we will report it. All my 
familiars watched for my halting, saying, Peradventure he will be enticed, and we shall prevail against 
him, and we shall take our revenge on him.”

In this verse, Jeremiah articulates the pervasive fear and anxiety that envelops him as he navigates the 
treacherous waters of prophecy in a hostile environment. He recognizes that many around him are 
eagerly awaiting his failure, wishing to capitalize on his vulnerabilities. The communal conspiracy 
against him portrays a stark reality of the intense scrutiny and danger faced by those who bear 
prophetic messages. This verse encapsulates the tension between obedience to God and the threat of 
social ostracism or even violence—a deeply relatable struggle for many who feel called to stand for 
truth in the face of opposition.

Jeremiah 20:11
“But the LORD is with me as a mighty terrible one: therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they 
shall not prevail: they shall be greatly ashamed; for they shall not prosper: their everlasting confusion 
shall never be forgotten.”

Despite the trepidation surrounding him, Jeremiah grounds his confidence in the unwavering presence 
of the Lord. He asserts that God stands as a powerful protector capable of thwarting his enemies, 



assuring the prophet that those who oppose him will ultimately fail. This declaration serves as a 
powerful reminder of divine justice, contrasting personal vulnerability with God’s omnipotent ability to 
deliver and protect His servants. Jeremiah’s faith encapsulates the essence of prophetic perseverance, 
recognizing that while human opposition may be daunting, God's might renders such opposition futile 
in the grand scheme of His purposes.

Jeremiah 20:12
“But, O LORD of hosts, that triest the righteous, and seest the reins and the heart, let me see thy 
vengeance on them: for unto thee have I opened my cause.”

Here, Jeremiah appeals directly to God, acknowledging Him as the Lord of hosts, who tests the 
righteous and knows the innermost thoughts of humanity. This acknowledgment of God's justice 
reflects Jeremiah’s desire for divine retribution against those who unjustly oppose him. His plea to see 
God's vengeance indicates a yearning for vindication, demonstrating how deeply he has suffered at the 
hands of those seeking to undermine him. By opening his case to God, Jeremiah expresses faith in 
divine judgment as the ultimate authority. This verse encapsulates the prophet's reliance on God to 
administer justice where human efforts have failed, reinforcing the belief in a divinely ordained 
righting of wrongs.

Jeremiah 20:13
“Sing unto the LORD, praise ye the LORD: for he hath delivered the soul of the poor from the hand of 
evildoers.”

In this verse, a shift occurs as Jeremiah transitions from personal grievance to a declaration of praise. 
Despite the torment he has experienced, he calls others to sing praises to the Lord, recognizing God's 
deliverance of the oppressed. This act of worship serves as a powerful testament to God’s faithfulness 
and redemptive power. By proclaiming God's deliverance of the “poor” from the hands of evildoers, 
Jeremiah emphasizes the broader theme of divine justice, calling attention to God’s concern for the 
marginalized and afflicted. This verse underscores the idea that even amidst personal trials, worship 
and gratitude toward God can provide strength and hope.

Jeremiah 20:14
"Cursed be the day wherein I was born: let not the day wherein my mother bare me be blessed."

Amidst his declarations of praise, Jeremiah returns to a somber reflection on his existence. He 
expresses profound despair by cursing the day of his birth, indicating the weight of his prophetic 
calling has become unbearable. Such a pronouncement reveals the deep emotional and psychological 
toll his experiences have taken on him, painting a raw picture of the burdens carried by those who serve 
God in difficult contexts. This expression of wishing his birth was unblessed serves to illustrate the 
depths of his suffering and feelings of isolation, offering insight into the complex emotions that can 
accompany a life devoted to prophecy and truth-telling.



Jeremiah 20:15
"Cursed be the man who brought tidings to my father, saying, A man child is born unto thee: making 
him very glad."

Jeremiah elaborates on his grief by cursing the man who announced his birth, further illustrating his 
feelings of regret and lamentation over his life’s path. This longing for the joy of his father at his birth 
to be turned into sorrow mirrors the profound disconnect Jeremiah feels between divine calling and 
personal satisfaction. It emphasizes the conflict between the joys typically associated with birth and the 
burdens that Jeremiah feels have overshadowed his own existence. This curse underscores the 
emotional weight of being a prophet tasked with conveying hard truths amidst societal darkness.

Jeremiah 20:16
"And let that man be as the cities which the LORD overthrew, and repented not: and let him hear the 
cry of the morning, and the shouting at noontide."

In this verse, Jeremiah continues his lament by wishing that the messenger of his birth could share in 
the fate of cities overthrown by God, signaling complete destruction and desolation. By comparing this 
man to the cities that faced divine judgment, Jeremiah underscores the seriousness of the burdens he 
carries and the weight of judgment that he feels surrounds his prophetic mission. The references to the 
“cry of the morning” and the “shouting at noontide” evoke images of chaos and despair, further 
emphasizing Jeremiah's longing for retribution against those who have caused him pain and 
exacerbated his prophetic suffering.

Jeremiah 20:17
"Because he slew me not from the womb; or that my mother might have been my grave, and her womb 
to be always great with me."

In this darkly reflective verse, Jeremiah wishfully contemplates that he could have been killed at birth, 
suggesting that the weight of his prophetic mission has been so burdensome that he sees life itself as an 
affliction. His desire for his mother to have been his grave underscores the extent of his despair, 
conveying a yearning for release from the anguish of existence intertwined with prophetic 
responsibility. It starkly portrays the profound emotional and psychological struggles faced by those 
who are called to proclaim difficult truths, showcasing the personal cost of their commitment to God’s 
purpose amidst societal rejection.

Jeremiah 20:18
"Wherefore came I forth out of the womb to see labour and sorrow, that my days should be consumed 
with shame?"

Jeremiah concludes his lamentation with a poignant question that encapsulates his pain and 
disillusionment. He expresses a profound sense of futility, questioning the purpose of his life if it is 
merely to endure suffering, labor, and shame. This rhetorical question captures the essence of his 



emotional and spiritual turmoil, reflecting the inner conflict that many may experience in the face of 
trials and tribulations. The mention of "labour and sorrow" poignantly conveys the burdens he 
associates with his call, revealing the profound impact that the prophetic ministry has had on his 
perception of life and its challenges.

In summary, Jeremiah Chapter 20 is a powerful exploration of the struggles faced by a prophet 
burdened by a divine calling in a hostile environment. Each verse intricately depicts the conflict 
between divine obedience and human suffering, highlighting the emotional turmoil that accompanies 
prophetic ministry. The chapter serves as a reminder of the profound impacts of faithfulness, resilience, 
and the inevitable confrontation with both individual and communal challenges in the pursuit of truth.

CHAPTER 21:

Jeremiah 21:1

"The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when king Zedekiah sent unto him Pashur the 
son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, saying,"

In this opening verse, we see the setting for the divine message that is about to be delivered. King 
Zedekiah is under severe pressure as the city of Jerusalem faces siege by the Babylonians, a situation 
that leads him to seek guidance from the prophet Jeremiah. The inclusion of specific names, such as 
Pashur and Zephaniah, signals the seriousness of the inquiry; these men represent both political and 
religious authority, indicating that Zedekiah is looking for a credible and divinely sanctioned answer. 
This action reflects Zedekiah's desperation and the overall turmoil surrounding Jerusalem during this 
period. The phrase "the word which came unto Jeremiah" highlights the prophetic nature of Jeremiah’s 
role as a mouthpiece for God’s messages, establishing a solemn tone for what follows.

Jeremiah 21:2

"Inquire, I pray thee, of the LORD for us; for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon maketh war against us; 
if so be that the LORD will deal with us according to all his wonderful works, that he may go up from 
us."

Zedekiah’s plea illustrates both his faith and uncertainty. He acknowledges the looming threat posed by 
Nebuchadrezzar, the Babylonian king, and wishes to know if God will intervene. The phrase "if so be 
that the LORD will deal with us according to all his wonderful works" recalls past instances when God 
delivered Israel, such as during the Exodus from Egypt. This reflects a moment of hope where 
Zedekiah is effectively asking Jeremiah to intercede on behalf of the nation, believing that God might 
still act mightily for His people. The urgency in his inquiry demonstrates Zedekiah's awareness of the 
dire situation and the complexity of relying on divine intervention during a time when faith in such 
intervention was wavering among the people.

Jeremiah 21:3

"Then said Jeremiah unto them, Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah:"



Jeremiah’s response begins with clear instruction on how to communicate the message he is about to 
deliver. The introduction "Thus shall ye say" reinforces his role as the prophet tasked with delivering 
God’s word, effectively acting as an intermediary. This sets the stage for an important message that will 
address not just Zedekiah’s request but the larger context of Judah's impending fate. Jeremiah's 
obedience to God’s directive is vital, as it underscores the notion that prophetic messages are not only 
for the king's ears but also hold consequences for the entire nation. At this moment, we can sense a shift 
from personal inquiry to a response that could alter the course of events for Jerusalem.

Jeremiah 21:4

"Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are in your 
hands, wherewith ye fight against the king of Babylon, and against the Chaldeans, which besiege you 
without the walls, and I will assemble them into the midst of this city."

In this verse, God’s response, delivered through Jeremiah, is both chilling and revealing. It conveys a 
promise that He will indeed act, but the content of that action starkly contrasts what Zedekiah has likely 
hoped for. Instead of delivering the nation from Babylonian siege, God declares that He will turn the 
very weapons of war against the people of Judah. This represents a divine reversal; rather than success 
in battle, God will allow His people to be besieged and vulnerable. The term "assemble them into the 
midst of this city" signifies impending doom, indicating that God’s judgment has come upon Jerusalem 
due to its unfaithfulness and sin. Jeremiah’s message thus covers the theme of divine sovereignty; 
God's control over the situation transcends human expectations.

Jeremiah 21:5

"And I myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger, 
and in fury, and in great wrath."

This verse presents a deeply disturbing image of God as an adversary to His own people. The phrase "I 
myself will fight against you" underscores the seriousness of Judah’s predicament; while God has been 
their protector, He now takes on a posture of hostility because of their rebellion and inability to repent. 
The imagery of an "outstretched hand" connotes both strength and deliberate action, indicating that this 
judgment is not impulsive but rather a calculated response to their continued sin. The triple emphasis 
on God's anger, fury, and great wrath serves to highlight the gravity of their situation. This portrayal 
suggests that divine judgment is not merely a passive process but an active engagement against a 
wayward people who have turned their backs on Him.

Jeremiah 21:6

"And I will smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast: they shall die of a great pestilence."

Here, the scope of God’s judgment is further clarified—both humans and animals in the city of 
Jerusalem will suffer the consequences of their turning away from God. The reference to a "great 
pestilence" signifies not only physical death but also spiritual and communal devastation. Pestilence is 
often associated with divine judgment in the Old Testament, showing the severity of the coming 
disaster. The fact that both man and beast are mentioned reveals the totality of this judgment, impacting 



the entire community, including their livestock, which was vital to their economy and sustenance. This 
emphasizes the depth of consequences that arise from unfaithfulness to God—a theme prevalent 
throughout the prophetic literature. 

Jeremiah 21:7

"And afterward, saith the LORD, I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his princes, and the people, 
and such as are left in this city from the pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine, into the hand 
of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of those that 
seek their life: and he shall smite them with the edge of the sword; he shall not spare them, neither have 
pity, nor have mercy."

Despite the harshness of the judgment articulated in the previous verses, this proclamation introduces a 
somber reminder that what follows judgment is further suffering. The reference to Zedekiah and the 
people being delivered "into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar" indicates a transfer of power from God’s 
hands to Babylonian hands, highlighting the culmination of judgment. The repetition of "sword," 
"famine," and "pestilence" reinforces the various avenues through which God’s judgment will manifest, 
stripping the people of life and hope. The emphasis on Nebuchadnezzar being unmerciful presents a 
chilling reality; the suffering will be exacerbated under foreign rule, characterizing the grim fate that 
awaits Jerusalem. This encapsulates the bitter consequences of forsaking God’s covenant, ultimately 
leading to exile and devastation.

Jeremiah 21:8

"And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I set before you the way of life and 
the way of death."

In this pivotal verse, God through Jeremiah presents the ultimate choice facing the people: the “way of 
life” versus the “way of death.” This dichotomy symbolizes the consequences of their decisions and 
actions. The "way of life" signifies obedience to God and the possibility of repentance, while the "way 
of death" represents the path of rebellion and sin that has led them to their current state. By using such 
stark language, God aims to instill a sense of urgency and importance regarding their choices. This 
offers a glimmer of hope amid the impending doom; it implies that there remains an opportunity for the 
people to choose life, although their history suggests that they are often inclined toward death through 
disobedience. The verse resonates with themes of free will and accountability, positioning the people to 
confront their moral and spiritual reality.

Jeremiah 21:9

"He that abideth in this city shall die by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that 
goeth out, and falleth to the Chaldeans that besiege you shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a 
prey."

This verse continues the theme of choice presented previously but clarifies the consequences of their 
decisions with stark finality. Those who remain in the besieged city will face death. In contrast, those 
who choose to surrender to the Chaldeans—representing the Babylonian forces—will find that 



surrender may lead to preserving their lives, albeit at great cost to their national identity. The phrase 
"his life shall be unto him for a prey" indicates that this individual might find some measure of 
survival, but it is painted within the context of captivity and loss. This can be seen as ironic, as 
choosing survival by yielding to the enemy may lead to life but at the expense of sovereignty and 
dignity. The severity of the decisions laid before the people reflects the desperation of the situation and 
illustrates the theme of survival under duress.

Jeremiah 21:10

"For I have set my face against this city for evil, and not for good, saith the LORD: it shall be given 
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire."

This conclusion to the chapter emphasizes the finality of God’s judgment against Jerusalem. The phrase 
"I have set my face against this city" evokes the image of deliberate resistance and irrevocable 
judgment. The use of “evil” versus “good” starkly contrasts the anticipated promise of protection and 
blessing that Zedekiah may have hoped for, underscoring the complete abandonment of favor that the 
people have brought upon themselves through their unfaithfulness. The irrevocable statement that 
Jerusalem "shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon" signals the impending destruction, with 
the mention of fire symbolizing total devastation. The overall message is one of profound tragedy; the 
city that has long symbolized God's presence will be laid waste, serving as a somber cautionary tale 
about the consequences of disobedience and forsaking one’s covenant relationship with God.

This chapter presents a powerful exploration of divine judgment, mercy, and the choices faced by the 
people of Judah against the backdrop of prophetic warning.

CHAPTER 22:

Jeremiah 22:1

"Thus saith the Lord; Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and speak there this word,"
In this opening verse, the prophet Jeremiah is instructed directly by God to deliver a message 
specifically to the royal court in Judah. The Lord emphasizes the urgency of the task by commanding 
Jeremiah to go down to the house of the king. This directive signifies the importance of addressing the 
leaders of Judah regarding their conduct and the consequences of their actions. The mention of the 
"house of the king" suggests a focus on the rulers and their responsibility for the moral and spiritual 
state of the nation. It sets the tone for a prophetic message that seeks to admonish and guide those in 
power, highlighting God’s concern for the nation's direction.

Jeremiah 22:2

"And say, Hear the word of the Lord, O king of Judah, that sittest upon the throne of David, 
thou, and thy servants, and thy people that enter in by these gates:"
Here, Jeremiah calls attention to the king of Judah, reminding him of his royal lineage as a descendant 
of David, which carries significant historical and spiritual weight. By addressing the king, his servants, 
and the people entering the gates, Jeremiah underscores that the message pertains to all within the 
realm, emphasizing communal responsibility. It highlights the collective influence the king has over his 



subjects and the obligation they share in adhering to God's commands. The mention of "these gates" 
symbolizes the physical and spiritual entrance into the king's domain, suggesting that the message will 
be heard not just by the elite but also by the populace, indicating the widespread implications of their 
leadership and behavior.

Jeremiah 22:3

"Thus saith the Lord; Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the 
hand of the oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the 
widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place."
In this verse, God outlines the moral imperatives that the king and his officials must uphold. The call to 
"execute judgment and righteousness" emphasizes the need for just governance rooted in ethical 
standards. This verse highlights specific social injustices that must be addressed: the need to protect the 
vulnerable, such as strangers, orphans, and widows, who are often at the mercy of those in power. The 
phrase "deliver the spoiled" speaks to a duty to rescue those who have been wronged or victimized by 
oppressors. The mention of "innocent blood" underlines the gravity of maintaining peace and justice 
within the community. This verse serves as a powerful reminder that divine expectation demands action 
toward social equity and compassion.

Jeremiah 22:4

"For if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there enter in by the gates of this house kings sitting 
upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they, and their servants, and their 
people."
Jeremiah conveys a conditional promise from God, stating that if the king and his officials adhere to the 
divine guidelines laid out in the previous verse, they will prosper, and kings from the royal lineage will 
continue to reign within Jerusalem’s gates. The imagery of kings riding in chariots and on horses 
denotes a time of peace, prosperity, and strong leadership. This assurance reflects God's covenant with 
David, where obedience to divine law results in blessings. The mention of "their servants, and their 
people" indicates that the entire social structure of Judah would benefit from righteous and just 
leadership, reinforcing the idea that the actions of the ruling class have far-reaching effects on the entire 
nation.

Jeremiah 22:5

"But if ye will not hear these words, I swear by myself, saith the Lord, that this house shall 
become a desolation."
In sharp contrast to the previous promise, this verse introduces a grave warning from God. The phrase 
"if ye will not hear" indicates that the leaders have a choice, and their refusal to listen to God's 
commands will lead to dire consequences. The phrase "I swear by myself" emphasizes the seriousness 
of God's commitment to His word, indicating that the outcome is unavoidable should they ignore His 
instructions. The term "this house shall become a desolation" foreshadows judgment and destruction 
for the royal lineage and the temple, representing the loss of God's favor and protection. This stark 
warning serves as a call to repentance, indicating that the future of Judah hinges on their response to 
divine guidance.



Jeremiah 22:6

"For thus saith the Lord unto the king's house of Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head 
of Lebanon; yet surely I will make thee a wilderness, and cities which are not inhabited."
In this verse, God refers to Judah's once favorable status, likening it to "Gilead" and "Lebanon," which 
are associated with beauty and strength, known for their fruitful lands and strong resources. However, 
the tone shifts dramatically as God declares that, despite this potential, He will turn it into a 
"wilderness" and "cities which are not inhabited." This prophecy illustrates the stark transition from a 
place of abundance to one of desolation due to disobedience. The imagery evokes a strong sense of 
tragedy, indicating that the consequences of turning away from God's commands lead to the loss of 
their God-given prosperity. It reinforces the theme that divine blessing is conditional upon 
righteousness and faithfulness.

Jeremiah 22:7

"And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every one with his weapons: and they shall cut down 
thy choice cedars, and cast them into the fire."
Here, God reveals His plan to bring "destroyers" against Judah, symbolizing invaders or armies that 
will come to lay waste to the land. The "choice cedars" likely represent the prominent leaders and 
institutions of Judah, which will be cut down like trees. The act of casting them "into the fire" 
symbolizes complete destruction and judgment. This vivid imagery serves to illustrate the severity of 
the impending punishment for their failure to adhere to God’s laws, suggesting that their might and 
pride will be reduced to ashes. The reference to destruction emphasizes that rebellion against divine 
will invites catastrophic consequences, and it is a profound warning against complacency and moral 
corruption in leadership.

Jeremiah 22:8

"And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall say every man to his neighbour, 
Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto this great city?"
In this verse, God foreshadows a time of desolation where neighboring nations will observe the 
destruction of Jerusalem and question the reason behind such calamity. The phrase "many nations shall 
pass by" indicates that Jerusalem, once a prominent city, will become a subject of curiosity and 
disbelief as people witness its downfall. The emphasis on the phrase "this great city" highlights the 
former glory of Jerusalem, contrasting with its impending ruin. The collective questioning of 
"Wherefore hath the Lord done thus" suggests that the judgment will be seen as divinely ordained, 
serving as a powerful testament to God's sovereignty and the seriousness with which He regards 
covenant faithfulness. This scenario serves as a sobering reminder of the consequences of infidelity to 
God's commands and the potential loss of national identity and purpose.

Jeremiah 22:9

"Then they shall answer, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the Lord their God, and 
worshipped other gods, and served them."
This verse provides the answer to the previous question posed by the neighboring nations regarding 



Jerusalem's downfall. The nations will recognize and proclaim that the reason for God's judgment is 
that Judah forsook the "covenant of the Lord." This covenant represents the relational commitment 
between God and His people, emphasizing loyalty and obedience to His commandments. The act of 
worshipping "other gods" and serving them indicates a profound betrayal and a shift in allegiance, 
highlighting idolatry as a central transgression. The acknowledgment of this failure by outsiders acts as 
a powerful indictment of Judah's leaders and people. It serves as a reminder that deviation from divine 
commands invites adverse outcomes not only for the kingdom but also affects their witness among 
other nations, ultimately shaping their legacy.

Jeremiah 22:10

"Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him: but weep sore for him that goeth away: for he 
shall return no more, nor see his native country."
In this verse, a poignant distinction is made between weeping for the dead and weeping for someone 
who is taken away. This reflects the unique sorrow of exile, particularly for those who will not return to 
their homeland. The command not to mourn for the dead suggests a focus on the more significant 
tragedy of loss associated with exile, highlighting its permanent nature. The phrase "he that goeth 
away" symbolizes the impending exile that will befall the people, leading to profound disruptions in 
familial and community ties. It indicates a loss of identity, land, and belonging, emphasizing the 
sadness of separation from one's native country. This verse serves as a poignant reminder of the 
emotional and spiritual implications of their disobedience to God, as being uprooted from their 
homeland represents both physical loss and a severed relationship with God.

Jeremiah 22:11

"For thus saith the Lord touching Shallum the son of Josiah king of Judah, which reigned 
instead of Josiah his father, which went forth out of this place; He shall die in the place whither 
they have led him captive."
God here addresses the fate of Shallum (also known as Jehoahaz), revealing that he will face dire 
consequences for his reign. By stating that he will die in the land where he is taken captive, God 
confirms the prophecy of captivity that will befall those who turn away from Him. The mention of 
Shallum’s lineage underlines the weight of royal responsibilities and the expectations placed upon him 
as a king. This highlights the theme of accountability, as royal leaders are not exempt from God’s 
judgment. Shallum’s fate serves as both a warning and a reminder of the consequences of forsaking 
divine orders, reflecting God's sovereignty and justice in dealing with the rulers of His people.

Jeremiah 22:12

"But he shall die in the place whither they have led him captive, and shall see this land no more."
Reiterating the message from the previous verse, God emphasizes again the finality of Shallum's fate, 
stressing that he will die far from his homeland. The phrase "shall see this land no more" conveys the 
depth of loss that accompanies exile, not just for Shallum but symbolically for all of Judah, as it 
foreshadows the broader calamity facing the nation. This prophetic message illustrates the devastating 
spiritual and political consequences that arise from disobedience, reinforcing the need for true 



repentance and a return to covenant faithfulness. Shallum’s fate reminds the leaders and the people of 
Judah that their choices have eternal ramifications, especially in relation to their covenant with God.

Jeremiah 22:13

"Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong; that 
useth his neighbour’s service without wages, and giveth him not for his work."
In this verse, Jeremiah pronounces a woe upon those who engage in unjust practices. The phrase 
"buildeth his house by unrighteousness" suggests that material success and stability gained through 
deceit or oppression are ultimately hollow. By mentioning the exploitation of labor, where one uses a 
neighbor's service without proper compensation, the verse condemns social injustice prevalent among 
the leaders and wealthy class. It speaks to a broader system of corruption where the vulnerable are 
taken advantage of, highlighting the need for economic fairness rooted in righteousness. This verse 
serves as a critique of the moral failings of the leaders, emphasizing that wealth obtained through 
unjust means is cursed, calling for a transformation in ethical practices and a return to God’s principles 
of justice and equity.

Jeremiah 22:14

"That saith, I will build me a large house and spacious chambers, and cutteth out windows; and 
it is sealed with cedar, and painted with vermilion."
In this verse, we see the ambition of those who seek to build opulent homes at the expense of 
righteousness. The specifics of large houses and spacious chambers, complete with windows and 
luxurious materials like cedar and vermilion, highlight the vanity and extravagance pursued by those in 
power. This desire for grandeur, pursued without moral integrity, illustrates the disconnect between 
material wealth and spiritual well-being. It emphasizes that such pursuits, divorced from the values of 
justice and ethical leadership, are ultimately misguided and lead to ruin. The luxurious imagery 
contrasts starkly with the hardships faced by the common people, revealing an elitist attitude that not 
only disregards the plight of others but is also blind to the imminent consequences of such arrogance. 
This serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of prioritizing personal gain over communal 
responsibility and divine mandates.

Jeremiah 22:15

"Shall thou reign, because thou closest thyself in cedar? did not thy father eat and drink, and do 
judgment and justice, and then it was well with him?"
Jeremiah challenges the notion of kingship based solely on wealth and luxury, asking whether one can 
truly govern effectively by merely adorning oneself with material opulence, represented by cedar. This 
rhetorical question serves to expose the futility of relying on external appearances and material success 
as a basis for authority and legitimacy. The reference to the previous king, Josiah, contrastingly 
highlights that prosperity and favor with God came through righteousness—eating, drinking, and doing 
"judgment and justice." This verse serves as a reminder that true leadership is rooted in moral integrity 
and ethical governance rather than superficial displays of wealth. It calls current and future leaders to 
reflect on the values that defined more successful reigns and to consider what it truly means to lead 
with a heart aligned with God’s will.



Jeremiah 22:16

"He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well with him: was not this to know me? 
saith the Lord."
In this verse, God highlights the hallmark of a just ruler—caring for the poor and the needy. The strides 
made by the former king, who judged righteously and advocated for those in need, served as the 
foundation for his successful reign. The rhetorical question emphasizes that true knowledge of God is 
intrinsically linked to justice and compassion towards the vulnerable. This verse presents a clear moral 
imperative: understanding and relating to God involves acting in ways that reflect His character, 
showing diligence in social justice and stewardship. It serves as an enduring principle that echoes 
across generations, framing the idea that knowing God cannot be separated from our duties toward one 
another, particularly towards those who are marginalized in society.

Jeremiah 22:17

"But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, 
and for oppression, and for violence, to do it."
In this sobering verse, God lays bare the heart of the current king and his leaders, exposing their moral 
failings. The phrase "thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness" reveals a singular 
focus on greed and self-interest that drives their actions. This self-serving attitude stands in stark 
opposition to the righteous judgments of their forebearer. Furthermore, their pursuit of wealth is 
directly linked to grave injustices—they shed "innocent blood" and perpetuate "oppression" and 
"violence." This condemnation serves as a pointed reminder that unchecked ambition can lead to 
catastrophic moral decay within both leaders and society, reflecting the broader theme of accountability 
and the serious implications of allowing corruption to flourish unchecked.

Jeremiah 22:18

"Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah; They shall 
not lament for him, saying, Ah my brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not lament for him, saying, 
Ah lord! or, Ah his glory!"
Jeremiah here shifts focus to Jehoiakim, another king of Judah, indicating that he will not be mourned 
as expected upon his death. The absence of lamentation among the people underscores his failure as a 
leader and the deep disconnection between him and the populace. The repetition of "Ah" linked with 
familial and honorific terms amplifies the sadness; however, it is notably absent for Jehoiakim, 
emphasizing that his reign has not inspired loyalty, love, or respect. The spiritual and communal ties 
that typically generate genuine grief are severed in this case, marking a profound judgment on his 
leadership. It serves both as a condemnation of his actions and a warning to others about the grave 
consequences of steered governance away from God’s guidelines.

Jeremiah 22:19

"He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of 
Jerusalem."
This verse starkly captures the ignominy of Jehoiakim’s eventual death, illustrating the depths of 



disgrace that will accompany his departure. The comparison to an ass, a creature considered unclean 
and often associated with low status, emphasizes the utter rejection he faces. The phrase "drawn and 
cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem" reflects a fate reserved for the most dishonored, suggesting 
that he will not even receive a proper burial. This imagery illustrates the severe consequences of his 
actions during his reign—a life devoid of righteousness and a legacy that will elicit scorn rather than 
respect. It serves as a powerful warning about the dangers of leadership that strays from divine 
principles, highlighting that such a path leads not only to national ruin but also personal disgrace.

Jeremiah 22:20

"Go up to Lebanon, and cry; and lift up thy voice in Bashan, and cry from the passages; for all 
thy lovers are destroyed."
In this verse, God commands a poignant call for mourning over the desolation of the land. "Go up to 
Lebanon" and "cry" signifies the deep emotional weight of loss, inviting those who have once placed 
their trust in alliances and relationships—referred to metaphorically as "lovers"—to lament their 
destruction. Lebanon is known for its majestic cedars, representing strength and beauty, and Bashan for 
its fertile lands; the loss of these places evokes a sense of mourning not only for physical locations but 
also for the broken relationships and promises of protection these alliances once held. The use of the 
word “passages” suggests significant routes of trade and communication that are lost, illustrating a 
complete unraveling of connections. This verse encapsulates the theme of loss and its far-reaching 
impacts, reaffirming that neglecting covenant fidelity leads to both physical and relational desolation.

Jeremiah 22:21

"I spake unto thee in thy prosperity; but thou saidst, I will not hear. This hath been thy manner 
from thy youth, that thou obeyedst not my voice."
Here, God reflects on the history of communication and neglect between Him and the people of Judah. 
The phrase "I spake unto thee in thy prosperity" indicates that His guidance came during times of 
abundance and opportunity, yet they chose to ignore His words. The response of "I will not hear" 
reveals a willful rejection of divine counsel, marking a critical point that led to their current plight. The 
phrasing "from thy youth" suggests that this pattern of disobedience is deeply ingrained and 
longstanding. This verse serves as a powerful reminder of the consequences of ignoring God's voice, 
emphasizing the need for humility, obedience, and a willingness to heed divine instruction in moments 
of both prosperity and adversity.

Jeremiah 22:22

"The wind shall eat up all thy pastors, and thy lovers shall go into captivity: surely then shalt 
thou be ashamed and confounded for all thy wickedness."
In this verse, God pronounces judgment upon the leaders of Judah, referred to as "pastors" or 
shepherds. The imagery of the wind consuming them suggests a swift and uncontrollable destruction, 
emphasizing their vulnerability and the fragile nature of their position. The reference to "lovers" 
implies that those in whom they placed their trust and alliances will be taken captive, leading to 
profound isolation and shame. The latter part of the verse indicates a necessary confrontation with the 
consequences of their "wickedness," suggesting that only through experiencing the repercussions of 



their actions will they come to terms with their failures and the gravity of their disobedience. This verse 
serves as a sobering reminder of accountability, emphasizing that divine judgment ultimately leads to 
self-reflection and the potential for repentance.

Jeremiah 22:23

"O inhabitant of Lebanon, that makest thy nest in the cedars, how gracious shalt thou be when 
pangs come upon thee, the pain as of a travailing woman!"
In this verse, God uses the metaphor of an inhabitant of Lebanon, known for its strong and beautiful 
cedar trees, to illustrate someone who is comfortable and secure in their wealth and status. The "nest in 
the cedars" symbolizes a place of refuge and power; however, the verse turns ominous as it hints at 
impending "pangs" or coming anguish. The phrase "the pain as of a travailing woman" evokes intense 
imagery of labor pains, suggesting that the impending suffering will be severe and unavoidable. This 
comparison serves to underscore the futility of relying on earthly strength and beauty when facing 
divine judgment. It conveys that a time will come when reliance on material security will give way to 
the reality of suffering, prompting a re-evaluation of priorities. This verse ultimately emphasizes the 
need for true reliance on God rather than on momentary comforts.

Jeremiah 22:24

"As I live, saith the Lord, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet 
upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence;"
Here, God uses strong imagery to proclaim His sovereignty over the fate of Coniah (also known as 
Jehoiachin), asserting that no position, even one as significant as a "signet" on His right hand, can 
guarantee safety from judgment if one has chosen disobedience. The signet symbolizes authority, 
power, and legitimacy, indicating that Coniah, despite his royal status, is not immune to divine 
repercussions. God’s declaration of "pluck thee thence" conveys a decisive act of removal from power. 
This emphasizes that God's plans cannot be thwarted by human authority; even those closest to Him 
must remain faithful to His ways. This verse serves as a powerful reminder of accountability, reiterating 
that divine authority transcends human lineage and status, and underscores the permanence of God's 
judgments against unfaithfulness.

Jeremiah 22:25

"And I will give thee into the hand of them that seek thy life, and into the hand of them whose 
face thou fearest, even into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of 
the Chaldeans."
In this verse, God outlines the dire fate that awaits Coniah, clearly identifying Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, as the instrument of His judgment. The mention of "them that seek thy life" emphasizes the 
danger and treachery surrounding Coniah, indicating that he will face significant threats due to his 
actions and leadership failures. The reference to those "whose face thou fearest" highlights a role 
reversal; the king who once commanded fear will now be subjected to those he once viewed with 
trepidation. This pronouncement of captivity emphasizes the larger theme of divine sovereignty and the 
consequences of unfaithfulness, illustrating that God can use foreign powers to execute His will against 
Judah. This underscores the notion of accountability, as the leaders must confront the stark reality that 



their straying from God's commands invites destruction not only for themselves but for their entire 
nation.

Jeremiah 22:26

"And I will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another country, where ye were not 
born; and there shall ye die."
God’s pronouncement here highlights the complete separation from Judah that Coniah and his mother 
will experience as a result of their disobedience. The phrase "cast thee out" signifies expulsion and loss 
of home, which in ancient cultures would have been seen as profound shame and despair. The specifics 
of being sent "into another country" emphasize not only physical displacement but also cultural 
alienation and loss of identity. There is an emotional weight attached to the idea that they will die in a 
foreign land, far from the place of their birth and heritage. This verse poignantly illustrates the 
consequences of national failure to heed God’s commands, serving as a dire warning about the 
outcomes of rejecting His covenant and the resultant personal tragedies that arise from collective 
disobedience.

Jeremiah 22:27

"But to the land whereunto they desire to return, thither shall they not return."
In this verse, God reaffirms the finality of the judgment announced in the previous verse, indicating 
that not only will Coniah and his mother be exiled, but they will also be barred from returning to their 
homeland. The phrase "the land whereunto they desire to return" poignantly highlights the deep sorrow 
and longing they will experience for their lost country; however, this yearning will go unfulfilled. This 
powerful statement underscores the irrevocability of God’s judgment and serves as a solemn reminder 
of the weight of divine consequences for turning away from righteousness. It conveys the message that 
there are dire repercussions for disobedience, including the loss of hope for restoration. This serves as a 
reflection on the broader implications of their collective disregard for God’s laws and the resulting 
alienation from their identity and heritage.

Jeremiah 22:28

"Is this man Coniah a despised broken idol? is he a vessel wherein is no pleasure? wherefore are 
they cast out, he and his seed, and are cast into a land which they know not?"
In this verse, Jeremiah questions the status of Coniah using strong metaphors that reflect his damaged 
reputation. The description "a despised broken idol" suggests that Coniah, once a figure of authority 
and hope, is now viewed as worthless, akin to a shattered object without value or purpose. The 
rhetorical nature of the questioning emphasizes the drastic fall from grace that he has experienced due 
to disobedience. It also brings to light the broader implications for his lineage ("his seed"), suggesting 
that the failure of leadership impacts future generations. The phrase "cast into a land which they know 
not" evokes feelings of estrangement and loss, reinforcing the idea that judgment leads not only to 
personal ruin but also to the collapse of family legacy and heritage. This verse serves as a chilling 
reminder of the consequences of turning away from divine trustworthiness and highlights the ultimate 
futility of pursuing power apart from God.



Jeremiah 22:29

"O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord."
This emphatic plea to the earth signifies the universal gravity of the proclamation about Coniah’s fate. 
By repeating the word "earth," Jeremiah creates a sense of urgency and importance, suggesting that this 
message is not just for Judah but has implications for all creation. The call for the earth to "hear" 
signifies a moment where God’s plans are shared comprehensively, highlighting the concept that all of 
creation bears witness to divine judgment. This serves to elevate the message beyond a localized 
situation, reminding the people that such judgments resonate far and wide. It calls attention to the 
importance of attentiveness to God's word and the ramifications it bears for everyone and everything 
under His dominion.

Jeremiah 22:30

"Thus saith the Lord, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for no 
man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah."
In this closing verse, God commands that Coniah be written as "childless," which carries significant 
weight in ancient culture, where lineage and inheritance were paramount. This declaration reinforces 
the finality of judgment against him, indicating that he will have no descendants to continue his legacy 
or reign, leading to a complete cessation of his lineage on the throne of David. The statement that "no 
man of his seed shall prosper" serves as a stark proclamation of the end of royal legitimacy, 
emphasizing the severity of God's judgment and the consequences of persistent disobedience. This 
verse encapsulates the message of the entire chapter, weaving together themes of accountability, justice, 
and the importance of fidelity to God. It serves as a powerful reminder of the weight of leadership 
choices and the repercussions that follow for both individuals and entire nations.

CHAPTER 23:

Jeremiah 23:1

"Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD."

In this verse, God pronounces a strong condemnation against the leaders, referred to as "pastors," who 
have failed their divine responsibilities. The term "pastors" reflects not only the religious leaders of 
Israel but also those in authority whose actions have led to the harm and disbandment of the people—
symbolized as sheep. The imagery of sheep highlights the vulnerability of God’s followers and their 
reliance on shepherds for guidance and protection. The phrase "destroy and scatter" indicates a 
significant dereliction of duty, where these leaders have not only neglected their flock but actively 
harmed them, leading to spiritual and social disarray. The exclamation "saith the LORD" underscores 
that this is not just a critique from Jeremiah but a direct message from God, emphasizing the urgency 
and seriousness of the indictment against these wayward leaders.



Jeremiah 23:2

"Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have 
scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the 
evil of your doings, saith the LORD."

God follows up His condemnation with a declaration of judgment. He identifies Himself as the "LORD 
God of Israel," asserting His authority over the situation. By saying "Ye have scattered my flock," He 
reiterates the consequences of the pastors’ neglect and abuse, reinforcing their role in leading His 
people away from safety. The phrase "driven them away" suggests active measures taken by these 
leaders that have alienated the people from both God and community. Most importantly, the accusation 
of not having "visited them" indicates a lack of care and concern for the welfare of the people. As a 
result, God promises to "visit upon you the evil of your doings," meaning that He will enact judgment 
upon these leaders for their actions, which reflects the biblical principle of accountability for 
leadership, especially when it comes to guiding God's people.

Jeremiah 23:3

"And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, and will 
bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase."

In this verse, God expresses His intention to restore and gather the remnants of His people scattered 
across the nations. This promise reflects God’s enduring faithfulness and the idea of redemption. The 
mention of "remnant" implies that even amidst judgment, there remains a faithful group who have held 
onto their relationship with God despite the challenges they’ve faced. The imagery of gathering the 
flock back "to their folds" symbolizes reunion and safety, a restoration to a place of spiritual 
nourishment and community. Furthermore, the promise that they "shall be fruitful and increase" 
suggests a future filled with abundance, blessings, and spiritual growth. This also indicates that God's 
ultimate plan is one of reconciliation, where His people can flourish once more under His guidance and 
care.

Jeremiah 23:4

"And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be 
dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD."

God reassures His people that, following their restoration, He will appoint new leaders—shepherds—
who will genuinely care for them. The promise that these shepherds "shall feed them" emphasizes a 
commitment to spiritual nourishment and guidance. In contrast to the previous leaders who failed, these 
new shepherds are characterized by their ability to provide security and sustenance. The phrase "they 
shall fear no more, nor be dismayed" indicates that under this new leadership, the people will find 
peace and confidence, reflecting a reversal of their previous turmoil and anxiety caused by corrupt 
leaders. "Neither shall they be lacking" further emphasizes God's provision and the completeness of 
care that He will ensure for His flock, showcasing a picture of wholeness and fulfillment under divine 
leadership. 



Jeremiah 23:5

"Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King 
shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth."

In this prophetic announcement, God reveals a future hope through the figure of "a righteous Branch" 
raised from David, often interpreted as a reference to the Messiah. This "Branch" symbolizes a new 
beginning and restoration of leadership that aligns with God's justice and righteousness. The promise 
that this King "shall reign and prosper" conveys a vision of stability and success, contrasting sharply 
with the failure of previous kings and leaders. The emphasis on executing "judgment and justice" 
underscores His role as a righteous ruler who will uphold divine laws and principles, bringing order 
and fairness to the earth. This verse not only resonates with the people of Israel during Jeremiah's time 
but also reaches forward into Christian theology, where Jesus Christ is recognized as the fulfillment of 
this prophetic promise. 

Jeremiah 23:6

"In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be 
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS."

In this verse, hope is reaffirmed as God promises salvation for Judah and security for Israel under the 
kingship of the righteous Branch. The assurance that "Judah shall be saved" speaks to both physical 
safety and spiritual redemption, emphasizing the comprehensive nature of God’s salvation. The phrase 
"Israel shall dwell safely" reinforces the theme of security and peace, suggesting a restoration of 
community and assurance in God’s protection. The name given to this king, "THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS," signifies both His divine identity and the nature of His reign. This name 
encapsulates the very essence of God's character—righteousness—and suggests that through Him, His 
people will experience a true and lasting relationship with God, marked by His just and right ways. 

Jeremiah 23:7

"Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that they shall no more say, The LORD liveth, 
which brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt;"

Here, a dramatic shift in focus occurs as God speaks about a future time when the Exodus—the 
foundational event of Israel's liberation from Egypt—will no longer be the defining narrative of God’s 
relationship with His people. This suggests that the forthcoming salvation and restoration will be so 
profound that what was once the primary act of deliverance will be overshadowed by even greater 
deeds of God. The anticipation of this new era indicates a transformative moment in Israel’s history, 
one that encompasses the broader dimensions of God’s redemptive plan. This sets the stage for a deeper 
understanding of God's continued active presence in Israel’s unfolding story.

Jeremiah 23:8

"But, The LORD liveth, which brought up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the north 
country, and from all countries whither I had driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land."



In this verse, God contrasts the previous statement, declaring that in the future, the emphasis will 
instead be on His ongoing act of gathering His people from their places of exile. The phrase "which 
brought up" and "which led" implies active divine engagement in the lives of His people, highlighting 
God’s unyielding commitment to their restoration. The reference to bringing them "out of the north 
country" and "all countries whither I had driven them" speaks to the geographical and spiritual 
dispersion of the Israelites. This promise of gathering signifies not just a return but a reestablishment of 
identity and belonging, culminating in their dwelling "in their own land," which symbolizes a return to 
rightful Ownership and the fulfillment of God's covenantal promises. 

Jeremiah 23:9

"My heart within me is broken because of the prophets; all my bones shake; I am like a drunken man, 
and like a man whom wine hath overcome, because of the LORD, and because of the words of his 
holiness."

In this poignant verse, the emotional turmoil experienced by God is presented through vivid imagery 
that expresses deep sorrow and anguish over the corruption and falsehood propagated by the prophets. 
God's heartache is so profound that it impacts Him physically, with the metaphor of a "drunken man" 
highlighting a state of disorientation and distress. His figurative "broken heart" indicates the 
seriousness of the spiritual plight of the people and the betrayal of trust by the leaders who were 
supposed to guide them in truth. This profound grief speaks to God's intimate involvement with His 
people, showing that their spiritual failure has implications for His divine disposition. 

Jeremiah 23:10

"For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swearing the land mourneth; the pleasant places of the 
wilderness are dried up, and their course is evil, and their force is not right."

In this verse, God characterizes the spiritual landscape of Israel as filled with "adulterers," a metaphor 
representing unfaithfulness to God through idolatry and sinful practices. The declaration that "the land 
mourneth" speaks to the societal and environmental consequences of this moral decay, indicating that 
the effects of sin extend beyond the people to affect the very earth they inhabit. The phrase "pleasant 
places of the wilderness are dried up" symbolizes a loss of vitality and blessing, demonstrating that 
when the people stray from God, they also forfeit the life-giving sustenance of His presence. The 
assertion that "their course is evil" and "their force is not right" summarizes the overall decline of moral 
integrity and justice among the people, painting a dire picture of a society in spiritual turmoil.

Jeremiah 23:11

"For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my house have I found their wickedness, saith the 
LORD."

In this verse, God expands the indictment to include both prophets and priests—those charged with 
spiritual leadership and guiding the people in God’s ways. Describing them as "profane" indicates a 
serious desecration of their sacred roles, as they engage in corrupt practices that violate the holiness of 
God’s house. The proclamation that "in my house have I found their wickedness" reveals that the very 



institutions meant to facilitate worship and communion with God have been tainted by moral failure. 
This insight highlights not just the failure of individual leaders, but a systemic issue within religious 
institutions. It underscores a significant breach of trust, where the sacred space intended for worship 
has become a site of corruption, shedding light on the urgent need for reform and restoration.

Jeremiah 23:12

"Wherefore their way shall be unto them as slippery ways in the darkness: they shall be driven on, and 
fall therein: for I will bring evil upon them, even the year of their visitation, saith the LORD."

God depicts the consequences of the prophets' and priests' wickedness by stating that their paths will be 
"slippery ways in the darkness." This metaphor suggests a lack of clarity and security in their lives; 
they will not be able to find stability or truth. The imagery of being "driven on, and fall therein" 
conveys a sense of inevitable judgment, indicating that their actions will lead to their own downfall. 
God’s promise to "bring evil upon them" signifies impending punishment for their sins, and the phrase 
"the year of their visitation" implies a fixed time determined by God for reckoning where they will face 
the repercussions of their choices. This verse serves as a warning that the consequences of persistent 
unfaithfulness and corruption are severe and unavoidable.

Jeremiah 23:13

"And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they prophesied in Baal, and caused my people 
Israel to err."

Here, God highlights the idolatrous practices present in the prophets of Samaria, noting their 
engagement in false prophecies derived from worship of Baal, an ancient Canaanite deity. The term 
"folly" indicates not only a foolishness but a serious moral and spiritual failing. By prophesying in 
Baal, these prophets led the people of Israel astray, causing them to err from the true worship of 
Yahweh. This acknowledgment of folly reflects God's disappointment and serves as an indictment 
against leaders who pursue earthly powers instead of being faithful to God’s word. The devastating 
impact of their actions emphasizes the broader theme of how spiritual leaders can profoundly influence 
the direction and fate of the people they are meant to guide.

Jeremiah 23:14

"I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies: 
they strengthen also the hands of evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness: they are all of 
them unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah."

God extends His condemnation to the prophets of Jerusalem, describing their actions as "a horrible 
thing." He identifies two egregious sins: adultery and deception, which symbolize a betrayal of the 
relationship between God and His people as well as among the people themselves. By "strengthening 
the hands of evildoers," these corrupt prophets contribute to a culture of impunity, where sin is not only 
accepted but encouraged. The comparison to Sodom and Gomorrah—a biblical reference to infamous 
cities destroyed for their wickedness—indicates the severity of their moral decay, illustrating how far 
they have fallen from God’s standards and the comparable judgment that awaits them. This stark 



rhetoric serves to awaken the people to the gravity of their sin and the dire need for repentance and 
reform.

Jeremiah 23:15

"Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets; Behold, I will feed them with 
wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall: for from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness 
gone forth into all the land."

In this verse, God announces intense judgment upon the deceitful prophets. The imagery of feeding 
them "with wormwood" and making them "drink the water of gall" symbolizes profound bitterness and 
sorrow, reflecting the consequential suffering that aligns with their previous rebellious actions. 
Wormwood is a plant associated with bitterness and poison, pointing to consequences that are both 
severe and reflective of their corrupt practices. The phrase "profaneness gone forth into all the land" 
illustrates how the sinful actions of the prophets have tainted the entire nation, spreading like a 
contagion. Here, God emphasizes the corporate nature of sin and its pervasive effects, signaling that 
their unfaithfulness has ramifications for all of Israel, necessitating a swift and severe response to 
restore holiness.

Jeremiah 23:16

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: 
they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD."

God exhorts His people to be discerning about whom they listen to, specifically admonishing them 
against the false prophets. The command, "Hearken not unto the words," highlights the importance of 
critical evaluation of spiritual leadership and teachings. The phrase "they make you vain" suggests that 
these false prophets lead the people to empty pursuits or away from meaningful truth. By asserting that 
these prophets speak "a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD," God 
underscores the distinction between human-centered narratives and divine revelation. This exhortation 
places the responsibility on the people to seek authentic words from God rather than being swayed by 
leaders who prioritize their own agendas over divine truths.

Jeremiah 23:17

"They say still unto them that despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they say unto 
every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you."

In this verse, God highlights the deceptive messages being spread by the false prophets, who assure 
those living in rebellion against God that they will experience peace. The greeting of "Ye shall have 
peace" contradicts the reality of their sinful conditions and the judgments that await them. The 
prophets’ assertions feed the false sense of security among those who "despise" God, showing a blatant 
disregard for true repentance. Furthermore, the phrase "No evil shall come upon you" reinforces the 
complacency cultivated by these misleading messages, encouraging people to follow the "imagination 
of his own heart." This dangerous licentiousness reveals how false prophecies can validate sinful 



behavior and lead individuals away from the transformative truth and accountability found in God's 
commandments.

Jeremiah 23:18

"For who hath stood in the counsel of the LORD, and hath perceived and heard his word? who hath 
marked his word, and heard it?"

This verse raises questions that challenge the authenticity of the prophets' messages. By asking, "For 
who hath stood in the counsel of the LORD?" God conveys that true prophetic insight comes from 
intimate communion with Him and an understanding of His will. This rhetorical question highlights the 
rarity of genuine prophets who align their messages with God’s word. Those who "perceived and 
heard" God's word possess a depth of spiritual insight that starkly contrasts with the empty, self-serving 
proclamations of the false prophets. It invites an introspective evaluation of spiritual authority and the 
seriousness with which prophetic words ought to be treated, emphasizing the necessity of discerning 
the true voice of God amidst the cacophony of misleading teachings.

Jeremiah 23:19

"Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall 
grievously upon the head of the wicked."

In this verse, God employs the powerful imagery of a "whirlwind" to depict the coming judgment upon 
the wicked. The characterization of the whirlwind as arising "in fury" emphasizes the intensity and 
urgency of God's displeasure with evil. The storm imagery indicates an unstoppable force that will 
undoubtedly bring calamity upon those who persist in their wrongdoing. The specifics of "falling 
grievously upon the head of the wicked" portray a targeted judgment, reminding the audience that 
consequences for sinful actions are inevitable. This serves as a warning to both the leaders and the 
people; while the righteous may find shelter in God during the tempest of judgment, the wicked cannot 
escape the ramifications of their choices.

Jeremiah 23:20

"The anger of the LORD shall not return, until he have executed, and till he have performed the 
thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly."

In this verse, God asserts that His anger will remain until justice has been served and His divine plans 
have come to fruition. The phrase "shall not return" indicates a steadfast determination; God's judgment 
will not waver or relent until the matters at hand are resolved according to His will. The "thoughts of 
his heart" allude to God's righteous intentions toward His people—reform, restoration, and genuine 
repentance. The mention of "the latter days" suggests a prophetic vision of an eschatological future, 
where God's justice and righteousness will be fully realized. This not only serves as a hope for eventual 
restoration but also a solemn reminder that accountability will come, compelling the people to reflect 
on their actions and their alignment with divine will.



Jeremiah 23:21

"I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied."

In this verse, God underscores the illegitimacy of the false prophets, declaring, “I have not sent these 
prophets.” Their actions are characterized by self-initiative rather than divine commission, indicating a 
departure from the authority granted by God. This assertion emphasizes that true prophets are those 
who are called by God and speak forth His message; the absence of divine communication implies the 
futility and emptiness of their proclamations. The phrase "yet they ran" suggests urgency in their 
actions, showing that they are quick to spread their messages without divine backing. This verse serves 
to warn the people against following those whose messages lack authenticity and divine authority, 
advocating for discernment and fidelity to the truth of God's voice.

Jeremiah 23:22

"But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they should 
have turned from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings."

This verse presents a conditional scenario that underscores the purpose and power of authentic 
prophetic ministry. God expresses that if the false prophets had truly "stood in my counsel," they would 
have faithfully communicated His words to His people, leading them toward repentance and away from 
evil. The phrase "turned from their evil way" emphasizes the transformative impact that genuine 
prophetic guidance can have when grounded in God’s truth. The contrast here highlights the failure of 
the false prophets and the spiritual betrayal involved in their messages. It invokes a deep sense of 
responsibility—both for leaders to act in accordance with God’s counsel and for the people to heed the 
true words of the Lord in a manner that fosters genuine transformation and restoration.

Jeremiah 23:23

"Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a God afar off?"

In this poignant verse, God poses a rhetorical question that emphasizes His omnipresence. "Am I a God 
at hand" asserts that He is deeply involved in the affairs of humanity and accessible to those who seek 
Him. In contrast, the question "and not a God afar off?" challenges any notion that God is distant or 
uninvolved in the lives of His people. This verse serves to remind Israel that God is always near, alert 
to their actions and behaviors, and desires a relationship with them. It also illustrates the comfort in 
knowing that seeking God brings them near to His presence. This underscores both the accountability 
of those who stray from His ways and the invitation to return to Him for guidance and restoration. 

Jeremiah 23:24

"Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven 
and earth? saith the LORD."

God continues His exploration of His omnipresence by asking if anyone can hide from Him in "secret 
places." This emphasizes the futility of attempting to escape divine observation; no act is concealed 
from the all-seeing God. The rhetorical question serves to instill a sense of accountability among the 



people, reminding them that their actions, whether public or private, are known to God. The subsequent 
statement "Do not I fill heaven and earth?" asserts His ultimate sovereignty and presence in all 
creation. This profoundly relational aspect of God emphasizes both His authority over all spheres of 
existence and His intimate engagement with His creation, eliciting a profound realization of God’s 
constant awareness and involvement in the lives of the faithful and the wicked alike.

Jeremiah 23:25

"I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have 
dreamed."

In this verse, God confirms that He has been attentive to the proclamations of the false prophets, who 
falsely attribute their misleading visions to Him. The repeated phrase "I have dreamed, I have dreamed" 
emphasizes their reliance on personal experiences rather than divine revelation, illustrating the 
subjective nature of their prophecies. This claim creates an environment in which the people may be 
led astray, entrusting their spiritual well-being to leaders who claim to speak on behalf of God without 
any legitimate connection to His truth. God’s awareness of their deceit serves to reinforce His authority, 
highlighting that their fabrications are recognized offenses against His holiness and truth.

Jeremiah 23:26

"How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of the 
deceit of their own heart;"

In this verse, God expresses a poignant inquiry into the persistence of falsehood within the hearts of 
deceiving prophets. The questioning tone, "How long shall this be," indicates both frustration and a 
plea for immediate change. It reveals His desire for accountability among those who distort the truth 
for personal gain. By calling them "prophets of the deceit of their own heart," God underscores that 
these individuals are not merely errant speakers but are deeply entrenched in self-deception. This 
speaks to the human inclination to justify and propagate falsehood when disconnected from divine 
truth, and it challenges both leaders and followers to examine the authenticity of their faith and the 
source of their guidance.

Jeremiah 23:27

"Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his 
neighbor, as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal."

In this verse, God highlights the insidious effects of the false prophets’ deceitful dreams, suggesting 
that their messages are designed to make the people "forget my name." This act of forgetting 
symbolizes a profound disconnection from God, leading the people to adopt false worship reminiscent 
of their ancestors’ turns to Baal. By comparing their actions to the historical forgetfulness of past 
generations, God underscores a cyclical problem; the consequences of turning away from Him are 
deeply rooted in Israel’s history. This serves as a warning not only about the power of leadership in 
shaping spiritual identity but also about the responsibility of the people to remain anchored in their 
faith and memory of God amidst the alluring distractions of false teachings.



Jeremiah 23:28

"The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak my word 
faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? saith the LORD."

In this verse, God establishes a clear distinction between false prophecies and His authentic word. The 
phrase, "The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream," suggests that God acknowledges the 
existence of personal visions but emphasizes that they should not be misused to masquerade as divine 
truth. The imperative "let him speak my word faithfully" serves as a directive for those who receive 
genuine revelation from God, urging them to communicate with integrity. The rhetorical question 
"What is the chaff to the wheat?" illustrates the contrast between what is worthless and what is 
valuable. This metaphor serves to challenge the people to discern truth from falsehood; a genuine word 
from God holds intrinsic value, in contrast to the empty and fleeting words of false prophets, which are 
ultimately inconsequential.

Jeremiah 23:29

"Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?"

In this verse, God describes the potency of His word through vivid imagery. The comparison of God's 
word to "a fire" illustrates its purifying quality, able to consume and refine those who hear it. Fire 
symbolizes transformation and the ability to bring about change, highlighting that God's word holds 
power to instigate not only individual change but also societal reformation. The analogy of "a hammer 
that breaketh the rock in pieces" portrays the forcefulness and effectiveness of His word in shattering 
stubbornness and hardness of hearts. These images serve to reinforce the idea that God's 
communication is not to be taken lightly; it possesses the strength to transform lives and communities 
when properly received and applied.

Jeremiah 23:30

"Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal my words every one from his 
neighbour."

In this verse, God declares His opposition to the false prophets who "steal my words." This charge 
indicates that these prophets are not only misrepresenting God's intent but are engaged in a form of 
spiritual theft, taking or distorting the messages intended for good and using them to promote their self-
serving agendas. It highlights the opportunistic and deceitful nature of their actions, conveying a sense 
of injustice as they capitalize on the trust of the naive. By placing Himself "against" these prophets, 
God signals His righteous anger and impending judgment for those who exploit His authority for their 
gain, further emphasizing the seriousness with which He views the integrity of His word.

Jeremiah 23:31

"Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that use their tongues, and say, He saith."

In this continuation of God's indictment against false prophets, He condemns those who "use their 
tongues" to claim that God has spoken when, in reality, He has not. By saying "He saith," they falsely 



attribute their own ideas, whims, or desires as divine revelation, undermining the authentic voice of 
God. God's repeated declaration of being "against the prophets" underscores the gravity of their 
misrepresentation and the damning nature of their actions. This verse reinforces the importance of 
sincerity and honesty in prophetic ministry, indicating that those who manipulate truth for personal gain 
will face severe consequences, as they not only mislead the people but also violate the sacred 
responsibility entrusted to them.

Jeremiah 23:32

"Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause 
my people to err by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: 
therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the LORD."

In this verse, God encapsulates His judgment against those who "prophesy false dreams," condemning 
them for misleading the people of Israel. The repetition of "I am against them" emphasizes God's fierce 
opposition to these deceptive practices, which lead His people "to err." The phrase "by their lies, and by 
their lightness" suggests that the false prophets use triviality and insincerity to entice the people, 
presenting shallow visions that lack substance and depth. God's declaration that He "sent them not, nor 
commanded them" clarifies their lack of divine authority and reinforces the concept that true prophecy 
must be rooted in God’s will and purpose. Thus, their presence and teachings will ultimately bring no 
benefit to the people, highlighting the futility of relying on falsehood instead of divine truth. 

Jeremiah 23:33

"And when this people, or the prophet, or a priest, shall ask thee, saying, What is the burden of the 
LORD? thou shalt then say unto them, What burden? I will even forsake you, saith the LORD."

In this verse, God anticipates a moment when the people, or their leaders, will inquire about "the 
burden of the LORD," seeking an understanding of God's will or message. His response, "What 
burden?" is marked by a profound shift, signaling His departure from those who persist in disobedience 
and false teachings. The statement "I will even forsake you" reflects a painful yet necessary 
consequence of their ongoing rebellion and refusal to heed God’s true voice. This serves as a sobering 
reminder that God’s patience has limits and that continued unfaithfulness can lead to severing the 
intimate relationship He desires with His people.

Jeremiah 23:34

"And as for the prophet, and the priest, and the people, that shall say, The burden of the LORD, I will 
even punish that man and his house."

God makes it clear that anyone—be it prophet, priest, or layperson—who falsely claims "The burden of 
the LORD" will face punishment. This indicates a serious offense, as it represents a manipulation of 
God’s name for personal gain or to exert influence over others. The assurance of punishment that 
extends to "that man and his house" underscores the far-reaching implications of such deceit, indicating 
that the repercussions of dishonesty and manipulation can affect not just the individual but also their 



family and lineage. This serves as a cautionary note about the integrity required in spiritual leadership 
and the solemn responsibility that comes with the ability to speak on behalf of God.

Jeremiah 23:35

"Thus shall ye say every one to his neighbour, and every one to his brother, What hath the LORD 
answered? and, What hath the LORD spoken?"

In this verse, God encourages His people to converse with one another about the genuine messages 
from the Lord. This directive fosters community and communication regarding God’s words, 
reinforcing a culture where seeking truth is valued. The questions "What hath the LORD answered?" 
and "What hath the LORD spoken?" indicate an expectation for active engagement with God's 
revelation. It underscores the necessity for collective discernment and shared understanding among the 
people, emphasizing the importance of remaining attentive to God's authentic voice amidst the 
distractions of falsehood.

Jeremiah 23:36

"And the burden of the LORD shall ye mention no more: for every man’s word shall be his burden; for 
ye have perverted the words of the living God, of the LORD of hosts our God."

In this verse, God instructs the people to stop using the phrase "the burden of the LORD," signaling a 
decisive end to the false claims made by misleading prophets. "For every man's word shall be his 
burden" implies that individuals must be held accountable for their own words and actions, rather than 
misusing God's name to deflect responsibility. The assertion that they have "perverted the words of the 
living God" indicates a severe distortion of truth that compromises the integrity of divine revelations. 
Through this statement, God calls for a renewed commitment to upholding the truth of His word, 
acknowledging that misrepresentation carries grave consequences.

Jeremiah 23:37

"Thus shalt thou say to the prophet, What hath the LORD answered thee? and what hath the LORD 
spoken?"

In this concluding verse, God reiterates the call for inquiry regarding God’s true messages. The specific 
directive to address the prophet with "What hath the LORD answered thee?" and "what hath the LORD 
spoken?" reinforces the need to seek genuine, divinely-inspired truth rather than heeded deceptions. 
This invitation to dialogue encourages the people to discern and demand authenticity from spiritual 
leaders, promoting an atmosphere of accountability and sincerity in spiritual matters. It emphasizes the 
significance of aspiring for truth in relationship with God and serves as a closing call to vigilance and 
integrity in prophetic ministries, urging the faithful to seek out the authentic voice of God in their lives.

Jeremiah Chapter 23 serves as a compelling warning about the consequences of false leadership and the 
importance of seeking and adhering to God's true word. Each verse builds upon the previous ones, 
highlighting themes of accountability, the seriousness of prophetic authenticity, and the profound hope 
of restoration for God's faithful remnant.



CHAPTER 24:

Verse 1

KJV: "The LORD shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs were set before the temple of the 
LORD, after that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of 
Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters and smiths of Jerusalem, and 
had brought them to Babylon."

In this opening verse, the prophet Jeremiah recounts a significant vision given to him by the Lord. The 
image of "two baskets of figs" serves as a powerful symbol, representing two distinct groups of people 
from Judah, captured and exiled by King Nebuchadnezzar. The setting before the temple reinforces the 
theological implications of the vision, as the temple is the dwelling place of God among His people. It 
signifies that the events occurring in Israel are under divine scrutiny and intention. Jeremiah specifies 
that this vision came after the Babylonian exile of Jeconiah, the king of Judah, accompanied by high-
ranking officials and skilled craftsmen. This detail emphasizes the severity of Judah’s circumstances as 
they face both the loss of leadership and the destruction of their homeland.

Verse 2

KJV: "One basket had very good figs, even like the figs that are first ripe: and the other basket had 
very naughty figs, which could not be eaten, they were so bad."

In this verse, the contrast between the two baskets of figs is stark and illuminating. The "very good 
figs" symbolize those exiles taken to Babylon who will ultimately be preserved and restored by God. 
These figs are described as ripe and desirable, suggesting they hold potential for future growth and 
restoration. In sharp contrast, the "very naughty figs" represent the remaining inhabitants of Judah who 
remain in Jerusalem. Their bad condition indicates their moral failure and spiritual corruption, 
signifying that their hearts are far from God. The stark distinction between the two types of figs 
illustrates the consequences of choices both individual and collective. God's judgment is thus 
poignantly illustrated through this vivid imagery, where the good figs signify hope and future 
restoration, while the bad figs represent rejection and impending judgment.

Verse 3

KJV: "Then said the LORD unto me, What seest thou, Jeremiah? And I said, Figs; the good figs, very 
good; and the evil, very evil, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil."

In this verse, God engages Jeremiah directly, prompting him to articulate what he observes in the 
vision. This dialogue exemplifies the active participation of the prophet in understanding the revelation. 
Jeremiah's recognition of the figs as good and evil highlights his acute perception of the spiritual state 
of the people represented by each basket. God’s inquiry is not just a prompt for observation but an 
invitation for reflection on the moral and spiritual implications of the vision. Jeremiah’s response 
encapsulates the essence of the representation: the good figs signify those who are faithful and will 
experience God's favor, while the evil figs underscore the dire plight of those who have turned away 



from God. This interaction emphasizes the significance of discernment and insight in prophetic 
ministry.

Verse 4

KJV: "Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,"

This verse serves as a transition, indicating that God is about to provide Jeremiah with the 
interpretation and significance of the vision he has just had. The phrase “the word of the LORD came 
unto me” underscores the continuous nature of divine revelation, emphasizing that God is not silent but 
actively communicating His will and plans. This moment further reinforces the role of the prophet as a 
conduit between God and His people, a task that is both a privilege and a burden. God is setting the 
stage for a deeper understanding of the two groups represented by the figs, revealing His intentions and 
the future awaiting the exiles and the remaining inhabitants of Jerusalem.

Verse 5

KJV: "Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Like these good figs, so will I acknowledge them that 
are carried away captive of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans for 
their good."

Here, God articulates His promise concerning the exiles represented by the good figs. He reassures 
Jeremiah (and the people) that those who have been taken captive are not abandoned; rather, they are 
recognized and valued by Him. The phrase "for their good" indicates a redemptive purpose in their 
exile. This reassures the exiles that their suffering is not without purpose, as God will nurture and 
restore them in Babylon. The reference to "the land of the Chaldeans" connects their situation directly 
with the prevailing empire, signifying that God's sovereignty extends even into the enemy territory, 
thereby instilling hope. It emphasizes God’s ability to bring good out of dire circumstances, reaffirming 
His faithfulness to preserve a remnant for future restoration.

Verse 6

KJV: "For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them again to this land: and I will 
build them, and not pull them down; and I will plant them, and not pluck them up."

In this powerful declaration, God elaborates on His intentions towards the good figs, affirming His 
protective gaze and commitment to their well-being. The imagery of building and planting contrasts 
sharply with notions of destruction and uprooting, which the remaining inhabitants of Jerusalem could 
fear. "I will bring them again to this land" is a profound promise of restoration; it signifies the eventual 
return of the exiles to their homeland, hinting at a future renewal of covenant relationship with God. 
This verse underscores themes of hope, divine restoration, and God's unyielding promise of faithfulness 
to His people, delivering reassurance amid their bleak circumstances.

Verse 7

KJV: "And I will give them an heart to know me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my people, 
and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me with their whole heart."



God reveals here the transformative work He intends to accomplish within the hearts of the exiles. The 
promise of "an heart to know me" indicates a deep, personal relationship with Him, leading to genuine 
faith and knowledge. This reflects the deeper covenant promise of God, wherein He desires not just 
obedience, but a heartfelt connection. The proclamation "they shall be my people, and I will be their 
God" is a reaffirmation of covenant identity. The phrase “return unto me with their whole heart” 
encapsulates the essence of repentance and reconciliation, illustrating that genuine restoration requires 
a sincere turning back to God. This verse highlights God’s ultimate intention: to cultivate a people who 
are fervently devoted to Him, emphasizing both relationship and loyalty.

Verse 8

KJV: "And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, they are so evil; surely thus saith the LORD, So will 
I give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, that remain in this 
land, and them that dwell in the land of Egypt."

In this contrasting verse, God shifts focus to the "evil figs," signifying those who remain in Jerusalem 
and their bleak future. The depiction of Zedekiah, the last king of Judah, and the leaders, alongside the 
people who are left behind, underscores the dire consequences of their disobedience and refusal to turn 
back to God. The phrase "that cannot be eaten" serves as an even stronger metaphor for their spiritual 
failure; they are beyond nourishment and redemption in their present state. Introducing the "residue of 
Jerusalem" and "them that dwell in the land of Egypt" indicates that their unfaithfulness has led to a 
dire fate, emphasizing God’s judgment. This verse starkly illustrates the ramifications of rebellion 
against God and marks a clear distinction between those who receive grace and those who experience 
judgment.

Verse 9

KJV: "And I will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth for their hurt, to be a 
reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive them."

Here, God articulates the consequences awaiting the remnant of Jerusalem, which will be scattered 
among the nations. This prophecy manifests the severity of their unrepentant condition, where they will 
become "a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse." Such terms communicate the humiliation and 
shame that will accompany their exile; they will serve as a cautionary tale to others regarding the 
dangers of disobedience and rejection of God. The phrase "removed into all the kingdoms of the earth" 
emphasizes the extent of their judgment, indicating that their punishment will not be isolated but rather 
widespread. This serves as a grim reminder of the fragility of their national identity and emphasizes the 
importance of fidelity to God.

Verse 10

KJV: "And I will send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence among them, till they be consumed 
from off the land that I gave unto them and to their fathers."

In the final verse, God culminates His message of judgment with a solemn warning about the inevitable 
consequences of sin. The mention of "the sword, the famine, and the pestilence" encapsulates the 



totality of calamity that will befall those who have turned from Him. These elements of destruction 
symbolize a complete physiological and spiritual desolation, signifying God’s active judgment against 
unfaithfulness. The finality of "till they be consumed from off the land" underscores the harsh reality of 
their fate—a complete removal from the land that was promised to them, a land central to their identity 
and covenantal relationship with God. This verse powerfully concludes the chapter, emphasizing God’s 
ultimate authority and justice and serving as a dire reminder of the consequences of turning away from 
Him.

Through these verses, Jeremiah 24 presents a poignant narrative contrasting two fates based on the 
spiritual condition of the people. It speaks to the broader theme of God's justice, mercy, and 
faithfulness amidst the consequences of human actions.

CHAPTER 25:

Jeremiah 25:1
"The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that was the first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon;"

In this opening verse, we understand that God’s message to Jeremiah is set within a specific historical 
context. The mention of Jehoiakim and Nebuchadnezzar anchors the prophetic word in a crucial 
moment in Judah's history. This fourth year of Jehoiakim’s reign marks a time when Judah was 
precariously positioned between the power dynamics of Egypt and Babylon. The juxtaposition of local 
kingship and foreign domination underscores the political tension of the time, reflecting God’s 
sovereign awareness of the events unfolding in the world around His people. Here, Jeremiah is being 
called to deliver a significant message about impending judgment and exile, a call that serves to warn 
and prepare the people of Judah for what is to come.

Jeremiah 25:2
"Which Jeremiah the prophet spake unto all the people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
saying,"

With this second verse, we learn that Jeremiah's message is intended for a wide audience, 
encompassing not just the political leaders but all the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. This 
gathering of voices—both high and low—emphasizes the universality of God's revelation and the 
collective responsibility of the people concerning the prophetic warnings. Jeremiah’s role as a prophet 
positions him as a mediator between God and His people, and the urgency of his message reflects the 
dire state of their spiritual and moral condition. The call to repentance and acknowledgment of sin will 
be crucial themes in the discourse that follows.

Jeremiah 25:3
"From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, even unto this day, that is the three 
and twentieth year of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, the word of the LORD hath come unto 
me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye have not hearkened."



Here, Jeremiah underscores the length of his prophetic ministry, spanning over two decades. His 
mention of Josiah, a king known for his commitment to reform, serves as a stark contrast to the current 
state under Jehoiakim, highlighting the spiritual decline in Judah. The phrase "rising early" illustrates 
Jeremiah’s dedication and urgency in delivering God’s messages, emphasizing that he has not been 
negligent in warning the people. Despite his persistent efforts, the people have repeatedly rejected his 
calls to repentance, illustrating a profound spiritual apathy that characterizes their response to God’s 
warnings.

Jeremiah 25:4
"And the LORD hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, rising early and sending them; but ye 
have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear."

In this verse, Jeremiah reinforces the theme of neglecting prophetic warnings by acknowledging that 
God has dispatched many prophets, not just himself, to call the people back to righteousness. The 
repeated phrase "rising early" suggests a sense of urgency, as if God has been actively and earnestly 
pursuing reconciliatory efforts with His people. Their refusal to listen embodies a larger pattern of 
disobedience that extends throughout Israel’s history. This highlights the profound responsibility that 
the people bear; they have ignored the consistent and loving invitations to return to the covenant 
relationship with God.

Jeremiah 25:5
"They said, Turn ye again now every one from his evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell 
in the land that the LORD hath given unto you and to your fathers for ever and ever:"

This verse captures the essence of the prophetic call to repentance, emphasizing the need for individual 
and collective transformation. The exhortation to "turn ye again" shows a clear directive, aimed at 
redirecting the hearts and actions of the people away from their idolatrous and unjust practices. The 
reference to the land signifies not only a physical territory but also a promise—a tangible sign of God’s 
covenant with them. By calling attention to their heritage and the enduring nature of God’s promises, 
Jeremiah underscores both the urgency and hope found in turning back to God.

Jeremiah 25:6
"And go not after other gods to serve them, and to worship them, and provoke me not to anger with the 
works of your hands; and I will do you no hurt."

Here, Jeremiah articulates the specific behaviors that have led to God’s anger: the worship of other 
gods. This keen admonition highlights the syncretism that had permeated Judah, drawing a direct line 
between idolatry and the resulting consequences of God’s displeasure. The phrase "provoke me not to 
anger" reflects God’s desire for a loving relationship rather than one marked by judgment. The 
assurance that God will not inflict harm if they repent emphasizes His mercy and willingness to restore 
the relationship, pointing to His nature as a loving but just deity.

Jeremiah 25:7
"Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, saith the LORD; that ye might provoke me to anger with the 
works of your hands to your own hurt."



In this poignant declaration, the lament of God is evident as He underscores the people’s persistent 
failure to heed His voice. The irony of their actions is profound; what should have been a life-giving 
relationship is marred by their choices that lead to self-destruction. The phrase "to your own hurt" 
signifies the consequences of their failure—God's anger is not capricious but rooted in the natural 
consequences that arise from their actions. This verse encapsulates the tragic reality of their spiritual 
disobedience, as their idolatry not only alienates them from God but also leads to their own downfall.

Jeremiah 25:8
"Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Because ye have not heard my words,"

Here, God’s declaration of judgment becomes imminent. The phrase "thus saith the LORD of hosts" 
invokes divine authority and sets a serious tone, indicating that the consequences of their disobedience 
will be severe. The emphasis on "not heard my words" reinforces the weight of responsibility that lies 
with the people; it is their choice to turn away from His counsel that has provoked this response. God, 
as the sovereign ruler of all creation, is not merely a passive observer; rather, He is actively engaged in 
the affairs of His people, invoking a necessary reckoning.

Jeremiah 25:9
"Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the LORD, and Nebuchadnezzar the 
king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, 
and against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an 
astonishment, and a hissing, and perpetual desolations."

This ominous proclamation signifies the impending invasion and destruction as a direct result of 
Judah’s unfaithfulness. The reference to Nebuchadnezzar as "my servant" is striking, highlighting 
God's sovereignty over even foreign rulers as instruments of His judgment. The vivid imagery of 
destruction paints a bleak picture of the future—one marked by desolation and a lasting shame that will 
haunt the people. This verse serves as a sober reminder of the gravity of their situation, where the land, 
once a place of God’s blessing, is now positioned to become a symbol of horror and ruin because of 
their choices.

Jeremiah 25:10
"Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle."

In this poignant declaration, God describes the comprehensive loss that will envelop the land due to His 
judgment. The absence of joyous sounds—mirth, gladness, and celebrations—reflects the totality of 
despair that will follow the predicted destruction. This demoralization serves to illustrate the profound 
relational displacement that sin has brought upon the people, stripping away not just physical safety but 
also the fabric of community life. The mention of “the sound of the millstones” and “the light of the 
candle” symbolizes a complete societal breakdown, where even the most ordinary aspects of daily life 
will be engulfed in silence and darkness.

Jeremiah 25:11
"And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king 
of Babylon seventy years."



In this verse, the prophet delivers a stark and definitive declaration regarding the future of Judah and 
the surrounding regions. The language of "desolation" and "astonishment" emphasizes the totality of 
destruction that will befall the land, a state of being that serves as a warning and a prophecy of the 
devastation that idolatry has incurred. The specified duration of seventy years under Babylonian rule 
signifies that this is not a momentary punishment but a long-term consequence of their actions. This 
extended timeline also serves to reinforce the seriousness of the judgment, suggesting that 
transformation and repentance will require time and commitment.

Jeremiah 25:12
"And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of 
Babylon, and that nation, saith the LORD, for their iniquity; and the land of the Chaldeans will I make 
a perpetual desolation."

This verse offers a glimmer of hope amidst the judgment. It indicates that God’s justice is not one-
sided; even Babylon, which He used as an instrument of judgment, will also face repercussions for its 
wickedness. The mention of "seventy years" ties both nations—the exiled Israelites and their captors—
into a divine narrative of justice and restoration. The phrase "perpetual desolation" concerning the land 
of the Chaldeans foreshadows the eventual downfall of Babylon after the appointed time, weaving 
together the themes of judgment and redemption in God’s overarching plan for His people.

Jeremiah 25:13
"And I will bring upon that land all my words which I have pronounced against it, even all that is 
written in this book, which Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the nations."

Here, the prophet emphasizes the certainty of God’s Word coming to fulfillment. By referencing "all 
my words," Jeremiah underscores that God's prophecies are not arbitrary; they are anchored in His 
justice and truth. The specific mention of "this book" suggests that the judgment is not only upon Judah 
but extends to all nations symbolized in his writings. This broad applicability indicates the 
comprehensive nature of God’s authority and suggests that His plans encompass all humanity, 
reinforcing the moral order that He desires for His creation.

Jeremiah 25:14
"For many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of them also: and I will recompense them 
according to their deeds, and according to the works of their own hands."

In this verse, God proclaims that the judgment meted out will not only touch Judah but will also 
implicate other nations and rulers who exploit their power. The phrase "serve themselves of them" 
indicates a reclaiming of influence and power by nations who have been instruments in this divine plan, 
reflecting a cycle of responsibility and recompense. This exertion of divine justice illustrates a 
fundamental truth about God's governance: that actions have consequences, and ultimately, all will be 
held accountable for their deeds.

Jeremiah 25:15
"For thus saith the LORD God of Israel unto me; Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause 
all the nations, to whom I send thee, to drink it."



Here, God provides Jeremiah with a vivid metaphor of a wine cup filled with fury, symbolizing the 
impending judgment that will be poured out upon the nations. This imagery of drinking the cup 
captures the idea of receiving God's wrath for their iniquities and is indicative of the ultimate 
consequences of national actions against God’s will. Sending Jeremiah to compel the nations to drink 
signifies not only the far-reaching impact of divine judgment but also highlights Jeremiah’s role as a 
messenger of God’s plan, illustrating the global implications of divine justice.

Jeremiah 25:16
"And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that I will send among them."

The consequences of drinking from the cup of wrath are portrayed vividly here, with the imagery of 
nations becoming "mad" or destabilized due to the figurative sword of judgment. This suggests that the 
impact of divine judgment will lead not only to physical consequences but also to psychological 
turmoil—nations turned against themselves or in chaos. God's sword symbolizes the severe and 
divisive nature of His judgment, emphasizing that the consequences of disobedience go beyond mere 
physical destruction to encompass existential despair.

Jeremiah 25:17
"Then took I the cup at the LORD's hand, and made all the nations to drink, unto whom the LORD had 
sent me:"

In this pivotal moment, Jeremiah acts diligently upon God’s command, taking the symbolic cup and 
delivering His message to the nations. This act of making them drink is significant, marking a moment 
of compliance with God’s directive and illustrating the seriousness of the prophetic mission. The 
obedience demonstrated by Jeremiah shows a deep commitment to his role as a prophet, acting not only 
in the interests of Judah but in alignment with a broader divine initiative that involves multiple nations. 
His willingness to carry out God’s orders underscores the gravity of the message and the urgent need 
for recognition of their moral and spiritual failings.

Jeremiah 25:18
"To wit, Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and the kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them 
a desolation, an astonishment, a hissing, and a curse; as it is this day;"

This verse grounds the prophecy by specifically identifying Jerusalem and the cities of Judah as the 
initial recipients of God’s judgment. The descriptors "desolation," "astonishment," "a hissing," and "a 
curse" point to the profound and painful repercussions of their sins, reinforcing the idea that their 
choices will lead to an irreversible state of decay. This prophetic pronouncement serves as a powerful 
reminder of the cities' forsaken glory and the potential for degradation due to unfaithfulness, 
emphasizing the stark spiritual and physical reality produced by their own decisions and actions.

Jeremiah 25:19
"Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his servants, and his princes, and all his people;"

The mention of Pharaoh and Egypt signifies that judgment extends beyond Judah and includes 
significant nations of the time, demonstrating the interconnectedness of all nations under God’s 
authority. Pharaoh represents a formidable power, and the inclusion of his servants and princes 
illustrates that great leaders have accountability for their actions as well. This reinforces the biblical 



theme that all rulers, despite their earthly power, must align themselves with God’s will, or they too 
will face the consequences of their decisions.

Jeremiah 25:20
"And all the mingled people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the 
Philistines, and Ashkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod,"

This verse expands the scope of God’s judgment to include a diverse range of nations and peoples, 
indicating that no one is exempt from accountability. The reference to "mingled people" implies a host 
of different groups, capturing the multicultural fabric of the ancient Near East. The inclusion of various 
regions and cities like Ashkelon, Azzah, and Ekron reflects the historical realities of power struggles 
and alliances, suggesting that God’s justice reaches deeply into the political landscape, challenging the 
aspirations of nations that defy His will.

Jeremiah 25:21
"Edom, and Moab, and the children of Ammon;"

The mention of Edom, Moab, and Ammon highlights the impending judgment on the neighboring 
nations that have also participated in idolatry and injustice. This continuity in the list of nations 
demonstrates that God’s justice is impartial; it extends beyond His covenant people to include those 
who have also rebelled against His commands. These nations often had contentious histories with 
Israel, and their inclusion in Jeremiah's prophecy indicates that God sees and judges all nations. This 
consistency parallels God’s character as one who holds all His creation accountable for their decisions 
and actions.

Jeremiah 25:22
"And all the kings of Tyre, and all the kings of Sidon, and the kings of the isles which are beyond the 
sea;"

In this verse, the focus shifts to the coastal powers, Tyre and Sidon, alongside the distant isles, 
broadening the prophetic scope to encompass potent trading nations. Tyre and Sidon represent not just 
economic power but also idolatrous practices that have historically entwined with the lives of God’s 
people. The phrase "kings of the isles which are beyond the sea" signifies that God’s authority and 
judgment extend to maritime realms, underlining the universality of His sovereignty. It speaks to the 
constant theme in scripture that all nations, regardless of their geography or power, stand under the 
scrutiny of God's moral order.

Jeremiah 25:23
"And Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, and all that are in the utmost corners that dwell in the wilderness."

This verse continues the expansive listing of nations, with a focus on lesser-known territories like 
Dedan, Tema, and Buz—peoples often involved in trade and commerce. The mention of "the utmost 
corners" evokes the idea that even the most remote and isolated peoples are not beyond the reach of 
God’s judgment. The term "wilderness" may symbolize a state of spiritual barrenness, further 
illustrating the concept of distance from God’s covenant blessings. This reflects a cosmic view of 
accountability, reinforcing that no geography is uninformed by God’s governance.



Jeremiah 25:24
"And all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of the mingled people that dwell in the desert."

Here, the focus remains on nations characterized by their socio-political complexities. The mention of 
"kings of Arabia" and "mingled people" reflects a diverse and dynamic cultural landscape that also 
stands accountable to God. The fact that these kings are situated in a desert environment adds an 
additional layer—perhaps indicating their spiritual wilderness as well. The inclusive nature of this 
proclamation emphasizes that the prophetic message is one that reverberates across cultural and 
geographical barriers, demanding a recognition of God’s sovereignty across all peoples.

Jeremiah 25:25
"And the kings of Zimri, and the kings of Elam, and the kings of the Medes;"

In this verse, Jeremiah continues enumerating nations, including Zimri, Elam, and the Medes—nations 
with varying degrees of influence in the ancient world. These groups signify the consequences of moral 
failures extended even to those who may not be directly involved with Israel. Zimri, often associated 
with rebellion, alongside Elam and the Medes, links God’s judgment firmly to those whose actions and 
practices transgress divine law, reinforcing that the repercussions of sin are universal and not confined 
to any one group.

Jeremiah 25:26
"And the kings of the north, far and near, and all the kingdoms of the world, which are upon the face of 
the earth: and the king of Sheshach shall drink after them."

This verse highlights the far-reaching implications of God's judgment, declaring that "the kings of the 
north," along with "all the kingdoms of the world," are included in this edict. The sense of totality is 
apparent, as no earthly power escapes the accountability of divine judgment. The reference to 
"Sheshach," often interpreted as a cryptic name for Babylon, serves to reinforce the idea that all 
nations, including the one that will execute judgment against Judah, will ultimately face recompense 
for their actions. It is a powerful reminder that God's sovereignty is absolute and universal, 
encompassing all of creation.

Jeremiah 25:27
"Therefore thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Drink ye and be 
drunken, and spue, and fall, and rise no more, because of the sword which I will send among you."

In this verse, God commands Jeremiah to communicate a devastating message: the cup of judgment 
will lead to chaos and destruction for the nations. The vivid imagery of being "drunken" signifies 
overwhelming judgment leading to incapacitation, an inability to recover from the consequences. This 
brings forth the gravity of sin and rebellion against God. "Rise no more" starkly portrays the finality of 
judgment—with no hope left for those refusing repentance. The sword referenced serves as both a 
literal and metaphorical tool of divine judgment, symbolizing the inevitable repercussions of choices 
made.

Jeremiah 25:28
"And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup at thine hand to drink, then shalt thou say unto them, 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ye shall certainly drink."



This verse contains a conditional statement that anticipates the nations' refusal to acknowledge their 
impending judgment. Should they reject the prophetic warning and refuse to partake, God’s response is 
unequivocal: they will indeed drink. This illustrates an essential principle of God’s justice—there is no 
escape from the consequences of wrongdoing. The mention of the cup emphasizes that accountability is 
unavoidable; God's judgment will ultimately prevail, affirming His sovereignty in the face of human 
defiance.

Jeremiah 25:29
"For, lo, I begin to bring evil on the city which is called by my name, and should ye be utterly 
unpunished? Ye shall not be unpunished: for I will call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, 
saith the LORD of hosts."

Jeremiah's declaration in this verse underscores the notion that God’s judgment begins with His own 
people. "The city which is called by my name" clearly refers to Jerusalem, establishing that even those 
in covenant with God are not immune to repercussions stemming from disobedience and rebellion. The 
rhetorical question serves as a warning—if God holds His chosen people accountable, how much more 
will He judge other nations? This highlights the seriousness of sin and the inevitability of divine 
justice. The promise that a "sword" will be called upon all "inhabitants of the earth" illustrates God's 
universal authority and intent to bring about accountability globally.

Jeremiah 25:30
"Therefore prophesy thou against them all these words, and say unto them, The LORD shall roar from 
on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation; he shall mightily roar upon his habitation; he shall 
give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth."

In this verse, Jeremiah receives direct instructions to declare these judgments with urgency and power. 
The metaphor of God "roaring" emphasizes His heavenly authority as well as the might of His 
message, capable of piercing through the lives of those in rebellion. The imagery of grape treading 
invokes the idea of harvest—a time of reckoning where the fruits of one's actions are revealed. This 
portrayal illustrates the inevitability of God’s judgment, sounding a clarion call to all peoples that 
accountability for sin is imminent and unavoidable.

Jeremiah 25:31
"A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the LORD hath a controversy with the nations; he 
will plead with all flesh; he will give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the LORD."

The proclamation in this verse signifies that God’s judgment and "controversy" extend beyond the 
immediate context of Judah, reverberating across the ends of the earth. The emphasis on divine 
pleading suggests God's desire for repentance, showcasing God not only as a judge but also as one who 
desires a relationship with His creation. The decisive phrase that concludes this verse reinforces the 
seriousness of divine justice: the "wicked" will face inevitable consequences. This theme encapsulates 
the depth of God’s righteousness, revealing a gem of hope amidst the looming judgment.

Jeremiah 25:32
"Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind 
shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth."



In this verse, God warns of an encompassing calamity that will sweep across nations. The phrase "evil 
shall go forth" indicates that the repercussions of sin are not localized; they will transit from nation to 
nation like a storm. The metaphor of a "great whirlwind" supports the inevitability of turbulence and 
tumult in response to wickedness, suggesting an uncontrollable force of divine judgment. The image 
alludes to both physical and moral upheaval, underscoring the reality that God’s justice can summon 
chaos when sin goes unaddressed.

Jeremiah 25:33
"And the slain of the LORD shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of 
the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the ground."

This verse captures the horrifying consequences of judgment, illustrating that those who fall victim to 
God’s reckoning will be vast and widespread. The phrase "shall be dung upon the ground" signifies 
both a sense of shame and the utter dehumanization of those who face this reckoning. The absence of 
lamentation or burial further highlights the level of devastation, suggesting that the spiritual and moral 
decay renders even death insignificant. This stark imagery points to the horrific reality of sin's 
consequences while providing a sobering commentary on the ultimate fate of the unrepentant.

Jeremiah 25:34
"Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock: for the 
days of your slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished; and ye shall fall like a pleasant 
vessel."

Here, the tone shifts dramatically to a call for mourning among the leaders—representing both political 
and spiritual authorities. The directive to "howl" and "cry" suggests impending judgment and 
accountability for their failures. The imagery of "wallowing in ashes" signifies deep sorrow and 
repentance, embodying the despair that should accompany the consequences of their actions. The 
phrase "pleasant vessel" implies that they were once valued but are now destined for ruin, 
encapsulating the tragedy of leadership that falters in faithfulness to God. This serves as a poignant 
reminder of the burdens that fall on those in positions of power when they forsake their responsibilities 
to guide God’s people.

Jeremiah 25:35
"And the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape."

This verse emphasizes the inescapability of judgment for those who were meant to guide and protect 
the people. The idea that "shepherds shall have no way to flee" indicates that the consequences of their 
neglect and idolatry are inescapable regardless of their status or position. It reflects God’s justice that 
holds accountable even those who wield authority, underlining the seriousness of their role and the 
weight of their failures. This prophetic word bears a profound warning: leadership comes with a divine 
responsibility that cannot be evaded.

Jeremiah 25:36
"A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and a howling of the principal of the flock, shall be heard: for the 
LORD hath spoiled their pasture."



In this verse, the consequences of judgment are now made personal for those in leadership. The 
anticipated "cry" and "howling" reflect anguish over the devastating loss of their authority and security. 
The term "spoiled their pasture" signifies that not only have they lost their protective roles, but they 
also witness the destruction of what once was a place of sustenance and safety. This imagery 
illuminates the depth of loss experienced by leaders who fail their calling, portraying a stark reality 
wherein the promised judgment leads to a shattering of hope, security, and identity.

Jeremiah 25:37
"And the peaceable habitations are cut down because of the fierce anger of the LORD."

In this sobering proclamation, the once "peaceable habitations" speak to the homes and communities 
that were once characterized by God’s blessing and safety but are now subject to destruction. The 
phrase "cut down" invokes imagery of violence and irrevocable loss, reflecting the direct consequences 
of spiritual unfaithfulness. The reference to the "fierce anger of the LORD" serves as a reminder that 
God’s justice is righteous, stemming from an overwhelming desire for His people to uphold His 
covenant. This encapsulates the profound truth that sin disturbs the peace ordained by God and that 
divine retribution follows as a natural consequence of turning away from Him.

Jeremiah 25:38
"He hath left his covert, as the lion: for their land is desolate because of the fierceness of the oppressor, 
and because of his fierce anger."

In this strong symbolic verse, God is likened to a lion that has emerged from its den, suggesting that the 
desolation of the land is a direct result of divine withdrawal and judgment. Just as a lion, once hidden, 
may unleash fury upon its prey, this imagery illustrates God’s fierce response to unrepentant sin. The 
"land is desolate" serves as a stark reminder that the consequences of rebellion extend well beyond 
individual actions, affecting communities and generations. This metaphor underscores the devastating 
outcome of infidelity to God, conveying His righteous anger and the tangible reality of accountability 
under divine governance.

This chapter of Jeremiah serves as a powerful reminder of the consequences of disobedience, the far-
reaching nature of God’s judgment, and His unwavering call for repentance and renewal, not just for 
individuals, but for entire nations.

CHAPTER 26:

Jeremiah 26:1

"In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this word from 
the Lord, saying,"

In this opening verse, we are introduced to a distinct time in history marked by the reign of Jehoiakim, 
the son of Josiah, who was known for his religious reforms and attempts to bring the people of Judah 
back to the worship of Yahweh. The significance of this introduction lies in the divine communication 
that follows—it emphasizes that the words spoken to Jeremiah are not mere human opinions or 
political statements, but oracles directly from God. This notion of prophetic revelation highlights the 



seriousness of the impending message and sets the stage for the confrontation between divine justice 
and the prevailing moral decay in Judah.

Jeremiah 26:2

"Thus saith the Lord; Stand in the court of the Lord's house, and speak unto all the cities of 
Judah, which come to worship in the Lord's house; all the words that I command thee to speak 
unto them; diminish not a word:"

Here, God instructs Jeremiah to deliver His message in a public setting, specifically within the temple 
courts, where worshippers from all the cities of Judah gather. The directive to "diminish not a word" 
emphasizes the importance of delivering God's message with utmost fidelity, indicating that every 
element of the prophecy is vital. It showcases the gravity of the situation faced by the people of Judah. 
They are called to listen and reflect on their ways in light of the impending warnings about their 
spiritual and moral choices. This verse underlines the role of the prophet as a mouthpiece for God, 
carrying the weight of divine truth to a community in need of awakening.

Jeremiah 26:3

"If so be they will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, that I may repent me of the 
evil, which I purpose to do unto them because of the evil of their doings."

In this verse, God conveys His intention to issue a grave warning about the consequences of the 
people's actions. The use of “if so be they will hearken” illustrates God’s desire for repentance and a 
genuine turning away from sin among the people. This reflects God’s character as compassionate and 
patient, wishing to spare them from judgment if they choose to amend their ways. The idea of 
"repenting" conveys that God is responsive to human actions and decisions, reinforcing the notion of 
free will and accountability. This plea for repentance underscores the urgent need for the people of 
Judah to reject their evil practices to avert the calamity that divine justice would otherwise bring upon 
them.

Jeremiah 26:4

"And thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord; If ye will not hearken to me, to walk in my 
law, which I have set before you,"

Jeremiah is instructed to declare the Lord's message plainly, reaffirming God’s expectation that His 
people adhere to His laws. The phrase "If ye will not hearken to me" underscores the personal 
responsibility of the people to listen and respond to divine instruction. This echoes a recurring theme in 
the prophetic writings of the Old Testament, where the fulfillment of God’s promises often hinges on 
the people’s obedience. The verse serves as a pivotal moment in which God outlines the consequences 
of ongoing disobedience, prompting a serious reflection on their communal fidelity to the covenantal 
laws meant for their guidance and protection.



Jeremiah 26:5

"To hearken to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I sent unto you, both rising up 
early and sending them, but ye have not hearkened;"

This verse highlights God's persistent attempts to reach out to His people through the prophets, 
portraying them as His servants tasked with delivering essential messages. The imagery of God "rising 
up early" to send His messengers conveys both urgency and diligence in His efforts to steer the people 
back to a righteous path. The repetition of the call to "hearken" emphasizes their repeated failures to 
listen, suggesting a stubbornness within Judah that has long persisted. It also highlights the significant 
role of the prophetic voice in the covenant community, reminding the listeners that God’s correction 
comes from a place of love, aimed at restoring their relationship with Him.

Jeremiah 26:6

"Then will I make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the nations of the 
earth."

In this sobering verse, God warns of severe consequence if the people of Judah continue in their 
rebellion and neglect of His commandments. The reference to "this house" likely pertains to the temple 
in Jerusalem, comparing its fate to that of Shiloh, which was once a significant religious center for 
Israel but faced destruction due to the people's unfaithfulness. This dire prediction reiterates the gravity 
of their actions, indicating that failure to heed God’s warnings could result in the temple losing its 
sanctity and the city being seen as a cursed example to others. It serves as a stark reminder of the 
covenantal responsibilities that come with God’s promises and the dire consequences of forsaking 
them.

Jeremiah 26:7

"So the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the 
house of the Lord."

This verse establishes a critical turning point, where Jeremiah's message publicly resonates among the 
religious leaders—the priests and prophets—as well as the gathered people. It underscores the 
responsibility of these leaders to heed the warning and consider its implications seriously. The setting 
in the "house of the Lord" not only adds weight to the message but also emphasizes the connection 
between the people's worship and their moral obligations to adhere to God’s ways. Their collective 
audience reflects a moment of potential awakening, serving as an opportunity for introspection, 
recognition of sin, and perhaps a chance for collective repentance if the community grasps the severity 
of the warning being proclaimed.

Jeremiah 26:8

"Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the Lord had 
commanded him to speak unto all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all the people 
took him, saying, Thou shalt surely die."



After delivering God's message, Jeremiah faces immediate backlash from the religious authorities and 
the populace. The reaction reveals how deeply the message of repentance and judgment was resented; 
instead of considering the validity of his warning, their only response is a death threat. This violent 
reaction underscores the tension between prophetic truth and societal norms that often resist 
uncomfortable confrontations with sin. It reflects the historical challenge faced by prophets who sought 
to call God’s people back to righteousness, often meeting with persecution rather than the repentance 
they desired. This ominous situation demonstrates how the message of God can provoke fear and anger 
in those who are unwilling to confront their own failings.

Jeremiah 26:9

"Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the Lord, saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and 
this city shall be desolate without an inhabitant? And all the people were gathered against 
Jeremiah in the house of the Lord."

In this verse, the crowd's hostility toward Jeremiah intensifies. They challenge him by questioning his 
motives and the authenticity of his prophecy, particularly the grim comparison between the temple and 
the desolation of Shiloh. Their reaction reveals a combination of fear, denial, and anger; they are 
unwilling to accept the dire consequences he has pronounced. This verse serves as a critical reflection 
on human nature and societal dynamics—how opposition to prophetic voices often arises when 
challenging truths threaten to unsettle the status quo. By targeting the prophet in the very house of the 
Lord, the people exhibit a tragic irony: their worship and communal identity are intertwined with a 
refusal to acknowledge the message of repentance that could restore them.

Jeremiah 26:10

"When the princes of Judah heard these things, then they came up from the king's house unto 
the house of the Lord, and sat down in the entry of the new gate of the Lord's house."

The arrival of the princes of Judah marks a significant moment in the narrative. Their decision to gather 
at the temple signifies a shift in focus toward a more formal handling of Jeremiah's situation. As 
authoritative figures, their intervention is crucial; it reflects an acknowledgment that the conflict 
surrounding Jeremiah’s message cannot be ignored. Their choice to congregate at the temple, 
particularly at the "entry of the new gate," symbolizes a critical juncture where the spiritual and 
political realms converge. Here, the narrative introduces the stakes of the situation, underscoring the 
importance of decision-making that weighs the prophet's warnings against the potential implications for 
the people and their governance.

Jeremiah 26:11

"Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all the people, saying, This man 
is worthy to die; for he hath prophesied against this city, as ye have heard with your ears."

The priests and prophets reinforce the call for Jeremiah's execution, framing their argument around the 
perceived threat he poses to the city's security and religious integrity. Their insistence that "this man is 
worthy to die" is a striking expression of the tensions between prophetic authority and religious 



leadership, indicating how swiftly they rally against a dissenting voice. The response emphasizes not 
only Jeremiah's isolation but also the collective desire to silence that which challenges their narrative. 
Here lies a stark reality of spiritual blindness—those who are called to lead are actively choosing to 
protect established norms over heeding divine warnings. The gravity of their declaration reveals the 
dire consequences of a community that has allowed entrenched rigidness to override spiritual 
discernment.

Jeremiah 26:12

"Then said Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the people, The Lord sent me to prophesy 
against this house and against this city all the words that ye have heard."

In this verse, Jeremiah courageously defends his actions by reiterating that he is merely the messenger 
of God's commands. He shifts the focus from personal animosity against him to the divine origin of his 
message, emphasizing that his prophetic duty is to convey the truth as entrusted to him by God. This 
bold declaration exemplifies the integrity and accountability expected of a prophet, especially in the 
face of threats and hostility. Jeremiah's response also serves to remind the leaders and the people of 
their responsibility to listen to God's word rather than reject it out of fear of its implications. His 
steadfastness in asserting that he is acting in accordance with divine instruction highlights the 
unyielding nature of true prophecy, which seeks to draw the people back to righteousness, irrespective 
of personal cost.

Jeremiah 26:13

"Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the Lord your God; 
and the Lord will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced against you."

Jeremiah's call for the people to "amend your ways and your doings" encapsulates the essence of the 
prophetic message: repentance and transformation are possible. This exhortation serves as a lifeline; it 
offers the possibility of divine mercy if the people respond appropriately to the warning. Jeremiah 
reiterates God's willingness to reconsider the judgment issued against them, highlighting the 
relationship between human action and divine response. This verse underscores the theme of hope 
amidst judgment, illustrating that God’s heart leans toward restoration and forgiveness rather than 
calamity. The call to obedience is not merely a demand but an invitation to re-establish a covenant 
relationship with God—one that requires both acknowledgment of their failings and a commitment to 
returning to rightful living.

Jeremiah 26:14

"As for me, behold, I am in your hand: do with me as seemeth good and meet unto you."

In this verse, Jeremiah exhibits remarkable composure and profound faith amidst the threats against 
him. By placing himself "in your hand," he acknowledges the precariousness of his situation while 
simultaneously demonstrating an unwavering trust in God's sovereignty over all. His phrase "do with 
me as seemeth good and meet unto you" conveys a willingness to submit to the will of those present, 
thereby allowing the unfolding of human decision-making in light of divine will. This expression of 



courage and vulnerability serves to highlight Jeremiah's role as both a servant of God and a man fully 
aware of the risks involved in his prophetic calling. He leaves the ultimate fate of his life in the balance 
of human decisions, embodying the essence of prophetic integrity which often stands resilient even in 
the face of persecution.

Jeremiah 26:15

"But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon 
yourselves, and on this city, and on the inhabitants thereof: for of a truth the Lord hath sent me 
unto you to speak all these words in your ears."

Jeremiah boldly warns his accusers of the grave consequences that would arise should they proceed 
with his execution. By stating that they would bring "innocent blood" upon themselves and the city, he 
highlights the moral weight of their potential action, suggesting that killing a messenger of God would 
invoke His judgment not just upon them personally, but upon the entire community. This appeal serves 
as a reminder of the profound ethical implications behind their decision-making, emphasizing that their 
refusal to heed God's warning carries far-reaching repercussions. The verse powerfully underscores the 
weight of prophetic words—when a prophet speaks truth, it is not merely opinion but carries the 
authority of the Divine, aiming to edify and correct those who listen.

Jeremiah 26:16

"Then said the princes and all the people unto the priests and to the prophets; This man is not 
worthy to die: for he hath spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God."

In a shift from condemnation to a protective stance, the princes and the people proclaim Jeremiah's 
innocence by acknowledging the divine authority behind his message. This transition indicates a 
reluctant recognition of the truth of his prophecy and an awareness of the potential consequences of 
killing him. By affirming that "he hath spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God," they validate his 
role as a prophet and, in doing so, expose the inherent danger in dismissing God's voice. This collective 
acknowledgment also hints at a mixed emotional and spiritual state among the leaders and the people—
caught between the desire to cling to their established norms and the beckoning of divine truth that 
challenges them to change. This moment reflects a glimmer of hope, as it suggests the possibility of 
listening to God’s message.

Jeremiah 26:17

"Then rose up certain of the elders of the land, and spake to all the assembly of the people, 
saying,"

The elders’ emergence at this moment brings gravitas to the dialogue surrounding Jeremiah’s fate. As 
respected figures within the community, their voices carry weight, and their intervention signifies a 
critical juncture in the narrative. They position themselves to advocate for reasoned thought in the face 
of emotional reactions against Jeremiah. By addressing the assembly of the people, the elders provide 
an opportunity for the community to reconsider the charges against Jeremiah and reflect on the 
implications of their potential actions. This verse highlights the importance of wise counsel and 



community discourse, wherein seasoned leaders can influence the direction of collective decisions, 
particularly during crises of faith and leadership.

Jeremiah 26:18

"Micah the Morashtite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the 
people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Zion shall be plowed like a field, and 
Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of a forest."

The reference to Micah's prophetic ministry serves to strengthen the case for Jeremiah's right to speak 
and to remind the audience of past prophetic warnings that were either ignored or received with 
hostility. By recalling Micah's prophecy during the reign of King Hezekiah, the elders build a historical 
precedent for God's messages delivered through prophets, indicating that such words can often serve as 
a means of divine correction intended to lead to restoration. The foretelling of Zion's destruction 
highlights the serious implications of disobedience, serving as a relevant analogy to the current 
situation in Judah. This verse underscores the continuity of prophetic voices across generations, 
signaling that the call to repentance and the warnings of judgment are not merely transient but part of 
the fabric of God's dealings with His people.

Jeremiah 26:19

"Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to death? did he not fear the Lord, and 
besought the Lord, and the Lord repented him of the evil which he had pronounced against 
them? Thus might we procure great evil against our souls."

The elders continue their reasoning, appealing to the historical example of Hezekiah, who responded to 
Micah's prophecy with reverence and repentance rather than violence. They emphasize that Hezekiah 
recognized the gravity of the situation and turned to God, leading to divine mercy. By recalling this 
instance, the elders illustrate that a humble response to prophetic warnings can yield positive outcomes, 
reinforcing the notion that faith and repentance can alter God’s response to judgment. Their argument 
powerfully suggests that enacting violence against a prophet can result not only in spiritual 
consequences but can incite great evil against their own souls, urging the audience to reconsider their 
stance against Jeremiah and acknowledge the gravity of their spiritual state.

Jeremiah 26:20

"And there was also a man that prophesied in the name of the Lord, Uriah the son of Shemaiah 
of Kirjath-jearim, who prophesied against this city and against this land according to all the 
words of Jeremiah."

Introducing Uriah serves to illustrate the dangerous precedent of persecuting prophets who deliver 
God’s messages of warning. His fate becomes a sobering reminder of the consequences faced by those 
who, like Jeremiah, took up the prophetic mantle and spoke against the sinfulness of the nation. By 
recounting Uriah's story, the elders highlight the pattern of hostility towards divine messengers, 
underscoring the perilous climate for prophetic speech in Judah. This reflection not only serves to 
caution the current assembly but also reinforces the urgency of their collective decision in response to 



Jeremiah’s cries for repentance. The acknowledgment of another faithful prophet who suffered 
underscores the broader theme of prophetic resilience and the cost of truth-telling in the face of societal 
resistance.

Jeremiah 26:21

"And when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, and all the princes, heard his words, the 
king sought to put him to death: but when Uriah heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went into 
Egypt;"

In this verse, we see the stark reality of fear guiding the response of Uriah, contrasting with the 
steadfastness demonstrated by Jeremiah. The fear of King Jehoiakim and his mighty men, alongside the 
political climate of hostility toward prophetic messages, forced Uriah to flee, indicating the significant 
threat that prophets faced for their uncompromising witness. The mention of fleeing to Egypt 
symbolizes not only Uriah’s personal turmoil but also the broader implications of fleeing from one's 
calling out of fear. The verse underscores the pervasive dangers that surround the prophetic mission in 
a society resistant to divine truth, illustrating how easily the voice of righteousness can be drowned out 
by threats and intimidation.

Jeremiah 26:22

"And Jehoiakim the king sent men into Egypt, namely, El Nathan the son of Achbor, and certain 
men with him into Egypt."

King Jehoiakim’s decision to pursue Uriah into Egypt demonstrates a relentless pursuit of authority 
against any perceived challenge to his order. This act emphasizes the lengths to which the king will go 
to silence dissent—even if that means reaching beyond the borders of Judah to enforce his will. The 
sending of El Nathan and men signifies the seriousness of Jehoiakim's intentions, reflecting a broader 
pattern of utilizing political power to suppress prophetic voices. This decision underscores the interplay 
between political authority and prophetic truth, revealing a tension that often leads to conflict when 
kings prioritize their own secure rule over obedience to God.

Jeremiah 26:23

"And they brought Uriah out of Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the king; who slew him 
with the sword, and cast his dead body into the graves of the common people."

The tragic fate of Uriah serves as a potent reminder of the severe consequences faced by those who 
proclaim God's truth in hostile environments. His execution at the hands of King Jehoiakim 
underscores the danger inherent in prophetic ministry, exemplifying the fierce resistance that can arise 
from those in power when confronted with divine messages that call for accountability. The manner of 
his burial, being cast "into the graves of the common people," signifies a denigration of his life and 
worship as a prophet, illustrating how the established order can seek to erase the memory of truth-
tellers. This moment in the narrative captures the peril of ignoring prophetic voices and the moral 
decay that ensues within the leadership of a community.



Jeremiah 26:24

"Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that they should not 
give him into the hand of the people to put him to death."

Despite the previously mentioned threats and attempts on his life, Jeremiah finds a crucial ally in 
Ahikam, who represents a protective force amidst the prevailing hostility. Ahikam's support not only 
serves to safeguard Jeremiah but also highlights the complexities within the political landscape of 
Judah—where not all leaders are united in the pursuit of silencing prophetic voices. This verse conveys 
hope amidst despair, demonstrating that there are those willing to advocate for truth and justice, even in 
dangerous times. Ahikam's protective hand symbolizes God’s continued providence and preservation 
over Jeremiah, illustrating that even in the face of considerable opposition, the prophetic mission can 
endure through divine means, championed by those who remain faithful.

CHAPTER 27:

Jeremiah 27:1

"In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this word unto 
Jeremiah from the Lord, saying,"

In this opening verse, we establish the historical context of Jeremiah's prophecy, noting that it occurs 
during the early reign of King Jehoiakim, who ruled over Judah. Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, ascended 
to the throne in a tumultuous time, characterized by political instability and the looming threat of 
foreign powers. The phrase "came this word unto Jeremiah from the Lord" underscores the divine 
origin of Jeremiah's message. It is a significant statement that reiterates the prophet's role as a 
spokesperson for God, hinting at the serious revelations that are about to unfold. This introduction sets 
the stage for the urgent matters that Jeremiah would voice—matters of God’s judgment and the fate of 
nations during this critical period in Judah's history.

Jeremiah 27:2

"Thus saith the Lord to me; Make thee bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy neck,"

In this verse, God instructs Jeremiah to create symbolic objects—bonds and yokes—to illustrate a 
profound message to the people of Judah and its neighboring nations. The yoke, commonly associated 
with servitude and burden, represents submission and subjugation. By physically manifesting this 
burden, Jeremiah is called to make a striking visual statement. This prophetic action serves not only as 
a demonstration of impending oppression but also as a tangible reminder of the spiritual and political 
reality that the people face. The prophetic act of wearing the yoke becomes a powerful tool to 
communicate the lessons about obedience to God and the consequences of straying from His will.

Jeremiah 27:3

"And send them to the king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the king of the Ammonites, 
and to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the messengers which come to 
Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of Judah."



This verse outlines God's command for Jeremiah to extend his message beyond Judah to neighboring 
kingdoms—specifically Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and Sidon. This directive emphasizes the 
comprehensive nature of God's judgment, suggesting that no nation is exempt from accountability. The 
use of messengers signifies the importance of the communication of God's word, indicating that all 
nations must understand their position before God. The inclusion of Zedekiah, the king of Judah at this 
time, points to an intended audience that encompasses not just the rulers of these nations but also the 
leadership of Judah. This intersection of communication among leaders affirms the global implications 
of Jeremiah's warnings about obedience and subjugation.

Jeremiah 27:4

"And command them to say unto their masters, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; 
Thus shall ye say unto your masters,"

Here, God instructs Jeremiah to convey a message to the kings of surrounding nations, asserting His 
authority as "the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel." This title emphasizes His supreme power over all 
creation and His unique relationship with Israel. The directive to "say unto your masters" demonstrates 
that God’s sovereignty extends beyond Israel itself and reaches all rulers and nations. This prophetic 
message is a clarion call for acknowledgment of God's dominion and is critical in setting the tone for 
the subsequent proclamations regarding the fate of these nations. The repetition of "Thus saith the 
Lord" acts as an emphatic affirmation of the seriousness of the message, calling all those in power to 
heed divine wisdom.

Jeremiah 27:5

"I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power and 
by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me."

In this verse, God asserts His omnipotence by declaring His creation of the earth and all living beings 
within it. This proclamation serves as both a reminder of God's sovereignty and a warning to those who 
would challenge His authority. The phrase "by my great power and by my outstretched arm" highlights 
the strength and determination of God to execute His will. Furthermore, the assertion that God grants 
authority to rulers "unto whom it seemed meet unto me" indicates that the power of kings and nations is 
divinely orchestrated—a humbling reminder that all worldly authority is ultimately subject to God's 
divine purpose. The verse serves as a theological anchor for Jeremiah's message, reinforcing the idea 
that no earthly king can ascend without divine permission.

Jeremiah 27:6

"And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my 
servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him."

In this pivotal verse, God reveals that He has granted dominion over various lands to Nebuchadnezzar, 
the king of Babylon, whom He refers to as "my servant." This surprising characterization of 
Nebuchadnezzar emphasizes that God is ultimately in control and can use even foreign rulers to fulfill 
His divine purposes. Designating a foreign king as God’s servant amplifies the notion that God's plans 



can transcend national and cultural boundaries. The mention of "the beasts of the field" reinforces 
Nebuchadnezzar's comprehensive authority, suggesting that all creation is under his dominion. This is a 
critical moment in the narrative, revealing God's judgment on Judah and the surrounding nations, while 
simultaneously positioning Babylon as a central instrument in God's sovereign plan.

Jeremiah 27:7

"And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son's son, until the very time of his land 
come: and then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of him."

Here, God prophesies that not only will Judah but all nations serve Nebuchadnezzar and his 
descendants for a defined period. This verse emphasizes the temporal nature of Babylon's dominance, 
suggesting that although Nebuchadnezzar will reign supremely, there will come a time when this 
authority will be challenged. The phrase "until the very time of his land come" indicates a 
predetermined divine timeline, reinforcing the idea of God’s sovereignty over history. Furthermore, the 
eventual uprising of "many nations and great kings" suggests a cyclical nature of power dynamics and 
serves as a reminder of the fleeting nature of earthly kingdoms. God's foresight into the future allows 
Jeremiah to provide a comprehensive view of the geopolitical landscape, acknowledging that kings rise 
and fall according to God’s will.

Jeremiah 27:8

"And it shall come to pass, that the nation and kingdom which will not serve the same 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under the yoke of the king 
of Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the Lord, with the sword, and with the famine, and 
with the pestilence, until I have consumed them by his hand."

This verse introduces severe consequences for any nation that resists servitude to Nebuchadnezzar. God 
makes it abundantly clear that defiance against Babylon will lead to dire punishments—"the sword, and 
with the famine, and with the pestilence." These elements invoke imagery of destruction and suffering, 
illustrating the comprehensive judgment that is to come upon those nations that refuse to submit. The 
use of the phrase “put their neck under the yoke” once again evokes the imagery of servitude and 
obligation to God’s will as represented by Babylon's rule. The declaration "that nation will I punish" 
reflects God's active role in enforcing His judgment, ultimately showing that resistance to His ordained 
authority will result in devastation, underscoring the central theme of obedience in Jeremiah’s message.

Jeremiah 27:9

"Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to 
your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king 
of Babylon:"

In this verse, God warns the people of Judah against the false messages they may receive from various 
sources—prophets, diviners, dreamers, enchanters, and sorcerers. These figures often distort God’s true 
intentions and propagate messages of hope that contradict the coming reality of Babylonian rule. By 
listing these various groups, Jeremiah highlights the multifaceted nature of deceit that the people may 



encounter. The admonition to "hearken not" signifies the necessary discernment that is required; the 
people must clamp down on these deceptive voices. This awareness is crucial for the preservation of 
their spiritual integrity, as the desire for comfort and resistance to submission can lead to spiritual and 
physical ruin. God’s directive emphasizes the importance of listening to His true prophet over the 
misleading assurances of false prophets.

Jeremiah 27:10

"For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far from your land; and that I should drive you 
out, and ye should perish."

Here, God further elucidates the deceptive nature of false prophecies, clearly stating that they are lies 
meant to mislead the people and push them away from their homeland. This removes any doubt about 
the intent behind these deceitful messages, which ultimately lead to destruction and exile. The phrase 
"that I should drive you out" indicates that such disobedience can provoke God's judgment, leading to 
spiritual dislocation and physical exile. Through this strong warning, God emphasizes the reality that 
following falsehoods can result in the loss of identity and belonging in their rightful land. Thus, there is 
a deep psychological and spiritual dimension to the message, as it signifies not just loss of land but also 
the peril of being severed from God's promises and covenant.

Jeremiah 27:11

"But the nation that shall bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him, 
those will I let remain still in their own land, saith the Lord; and they shall till it, and dwell 
therein."

In contrast to the warnings of destruction, this verse presents a message of hope and preservation for 
those who choose to submit to Babylonian authority. By “bringing their neck under the yoke,” nations 
may face temporary hardship but secure their survival and stability in their own land. The promise of 
remaining in their land, tilling it, and dwelling therein indicates that submission to God's will—even 
when it means recognizing an earthly authority—can lead to blessing and sustenance. This message 
serves as a merciful invitation to unity and obedience before judgment is enacted. It underscores the 
theological principle that faithfulness and submission can still yield a fruitful and secure existence, 
even in times of uncertainty and strife.

Jeremiah 27:12

"I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these words, saying, Bring your necks 
under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live."

In this direct address to Zedekiah, Jeremiah reiterates the critical message of submission to 
Nebuchadnezzar. By naming the king, the urgency and specificity of the message are heightened; it is 
now a matter of national leadership and collective fate. The phrasing "Bring your necks under the 
yoke" directly calls for an active choice of servitude, emphasizing that obedience can lead to life rather 
than destruction. The inclusion of "and live" not only points to physical survival but suggests spiritual 
vitality, signaling that alignment with God's directions leads to well-being. This encouragement 



underscores the broader divine narrative that God desires relationship and obedience from His people, 
and this obedience can transform dire circumstances into opportunities for preservation.

Jeremiah 27:13

"Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, as the 
Lord hath spoken against the nation that will not serve the king of Babylon?"

In this verse, Jeremiah appeals to Zedekiah and the people of Judah, posing a rhetorical question that 
highlights the fatal consequences of disobedience to God’s commands. By emphasizing "Why will ye 
die," Jeremiah elucidates the dire choice the people face: to endure suffering or to submit and live. The 
repetition of the threats—"by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence"—serves to remind them 
of the inevitability of judgment should they rebel against Babylonian rule. This is not merely a call to 
remain passive but an urgent entreaty for survival and faithfulness. The verse underscores the necessity 
of understanding divine will and acting in accordance with prophetic counsel to avoid catastrophic 
outcomes.

Jeremiah 27:14

"Therefore hearken not unto the words of the prophets that speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not 
serve the king of Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you."

Reiterating the warning given earlier, this verse emphasizes the danger of heeding false prophets. By 
stating “Therefore hearken not,” Jeremiah reinforces the previous exhortation with an urgent plea for 
discernment. The repetition of the idea that these prophets "speak unto you" and "prophesy a lie" 
underscores the pervasive influence of falsehoods within the community. The insistence that these 
voices distort God's true message is critical, as it draws a distinct line between divine admonition and 
human deception. This establishes a clear directive for the people of Judah: to resist the comforting lies 
of misguided leaders and align their hearts toward the truth God has revealed through His prophet.

Jeremiah 27:15

"For I have not sent them, saith the Lord, yet they prophesy in my name; and I said not unto 
them, Yet they prophesy a lie unto you."

In this verse, God directly negates the legitimacy of the false prophets. The phrase "I have not sent 
them" asserts God's sovereignty in choosing His messengers, emphasizing that the words of these 
prophets are not divinely ordained. Additionally, the contrast between prophesying "in my name" and 
God’s actual words exposes the dangerous distortion taking place. These false statements are acts of 
rebellion against God, manipulating his authority for personal gain or misguided confidence-building. 
This declaration of non-sentness serves not only as a condemnation of false prophecy but also 
reinforces the importance of aligning with true prophetic voices who convey God's authentic will. The 
serious nature of this admonition compels the people to reflect on their spiritual state and the 
authenticity of those who claim to speak on God’s behalf.



Jeremiah 27:16

"And I spake to the priests and to all this people, saying, The burden of the Lord, thus saith the 
Lord; Hearken not to the words of your prophets that prophesy unto you, saying, Behold, the 
vessels of the Lord's house shall now shortly be brought again from Babylon: for they prophesy a 
lie unto you."

In this verse, Jeremiah expands his warning to include not only the king but also the priests and the 
people, indicating the widespread nature of deception affecting all levels of leadership and society. 
Referring to his caution as "the burden of the Lord" connotes the serious and weighty nature of the 
message—a divine responsibility that the prophet carries. The warning against believing proclamations 
about the return of the vessels from the Lord's house further illustrates the false hope being spread 
among the people. By blatantly stating, "they prophesy a lie unto you," Jeremiah underscores the 
urgency and importance of recognizing these deceitful messages. This collectively highlights the need 
for discernment among the people to avoid falling prey to comforting yet false assurances.

Jeremiah 27:17

"Therefore thou shalt not hearken unto them: serve the king of Babylon, and live: wherefore 
should this city be laid waste?"

In this verse, the emphasis on not listening "unto them" reinforces the serious call to reject the false 
prophets' assurances. The directive to "serve the king of Babylon, and live" highlights the stark reality 
and choice facing the city of Jerusalem and its inhabitants. Jeremiah emphasizes the consequences of 
resistance: if the people do not heed his warning, they may face ruin, encapsulated in the poignant 
question, "wherefore should this city be laid waste?" This rhetorical question serves as a sobering 
reminder of the stakes involved in their decision-making. The phrase highlights the urgency of 
obedience to God's will, as it not only affects them individually but also the broader fate of their 
beloved city. Ultimately, this verse encapsulates the call to survival through humility and acceptance of 
God's will.

Jeremiah 27:18

"But if they be prophets, and if the word of the Lord be with them, let them now make 
intercession to the Lord of hosts, that the vessels which are left in the house of the Lord, and in 
the house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, go not up to Babylon."

In this verse, Jeremiah challenges the legitimacy of the false prophets, putting their claims to the test. 
The conditional statement “But if they be prophets” invites a critical examination of their authenticity, 
as he urges them to prove their worthiness by interceding to God concerning the sacred vessels. This 
call for intercession indicates that if they truly speak on behalf of God, they should seek divine 
intervention to prevent the destruction or removal of holy items. This serves as a poignant moment in 
the text, emphasizing the importance of genuine prophecy and the deep connection between covenant, 
worship, and the nation’s fate. Furthermore, this verse highlights the gravity of the situation, as the fate 
of holy vessels is tied to God's broader plan for Judah and urges the false prophets to consider their 
standing before God.



Jeremiah 27:19

"For thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning the pillars, and concerning the sea, and concerning 
the bases, and concerning the residue of the vessels that remain in this city,"

Here, God explicitly identifies various sacred items found in the temple, such as the pillars, the sea, and 
the bases, underscoring their significance as symbols of His presence and covenant with the people. 
The phrase “thus saith the Lord of hosts” imparts authority to the statement, indicating that these 
elements are not merely historical artifacts but represent the very heart of Israel's worship and identity. 
By bringing attention to these items, God emphasizes the loss that will occur should the people choose 
disobedience. This verse invites reflection on the tangible symbols of God’s covenant and the resultant 
spiritual ramifications of their potential loss. Through this specificity, God reminds the people that their 
faith is intimately tied to these sacred objects, reinforcing the seriousness of the threat posed by 
impending Babylonian conquest.

Jeremiah 27:20

"Which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, when he carried away captive Jeconiah the 
son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and 
Jerusalem."

In this verse, the historical context is further developed by referencing Nebuchadnezzar’s previous 
actions regarding the exile of Jeconiah and the nobles of Judah. By specifying that certain sacred items 
were not taken during this initial captivity, God draws attention to the elements that remain and their 
significance as potential symbols of hope or despair. The mention of Jeconiah, a figure of royal lineage, 
highlights the fragility of Judah’s sovereignty and the importance of loyalty to God amidst calamity. 
This verse solidifies the consequences of the people's actions; should prophetic warnings go unheeded, 
the remaining holy vessels may not withstand the looming consequences of their resistance to 
Babylonian rule. The reminder of the past events serves to reinforce the severity of the situation and 
underscores the urgency of responding in a manner that aligns with divine will.

Jeremiah 27:21

"Yea, thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that remain in the 
house of the Lord, and in the house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem,"

This verse continues to emphasize the importance of the vessels that signify God’s covenant with 
Israel. The restatement of “thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel” echoes the divine authority 
behind the forthcoming declarations. By returning to the specific mention of the vessels, God reiterates 
that these artifacts hold substantial meaning for the people’s identity and their relationship with Him. 
The emphasis on their remaining status builds tension, as it suggests the potential for loss if 
disobedience persists. This focus on both the sacred and secular spaces—“the house of the Lord” and 
“the house of the king of Judah”—indicates the interconnectedness of their spiritual and political 
realities. It invites the people to recognize the implications of their choices beyond mere survival, 
highlighting the profound loss associated with failure to honor and connect with God through these 
significant symbols.



Jeremiah 27:22

"They shall be carried to Babylon, and there shall they be until the day that I visit them, saith the 
Lord; then will I bring them up, and restore them to this place."

In this concluding verse, God declares the inevitable fate of the sacred vessels—they will indeed be 
taken to Babylon and remain there until a time defined by His divine visitation. This proclamation 
carries both a somber and hopeful note. The certainty of their journey to Babylon reflects the just 
consequences of Judah's actions and serves as a forewarning of their impending exile. However, the 
mention of a future restoration introduces a glimmer of hope amidst judgment. The phrase "until the 
day that I visit them" suggests that God's relationship with His people is ongoing, maintaining the 
assurance that He has not abandoned them. The promise of eventual return and restoration provides a 
foundation of hope for the Israelites, reminding them that even in times of exile and despair, God's 
plans encompass redemption and renewal. This closing declaration serves to encapsulate the themes of 
judgment, submission, and hope that permeate the entire chapter.

These detailed summaries and reflections on each verse of Jeremiah Chapter 27 help illuminate the 
profound messages contained within this scripture, addressing themes of obedience, divine sovereignty, 
false prophecy, and the complexities of exile and restoration.

CHAPTER 28:

Jeremiah 28:1

"And it came to pass in the same year, in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in 
the fourth year, and in the fifth month, that Hananiah the son of Azur the prophet, which was of 
Gibeon, spake unto me in the house of the Lord, in the presence of the priests and of all the 
people, saying,"

In this verse, we find the temporal context of the events that are about to unfold. Jeremiah, the prophet 
of the Lord, receives a prophecy during the fourth year of King Zedekiah’s reign – a period marked by 
significant political turmoil in Judah. The mention of Hananiah, the son of Azur, as a prophet from 
Gibeon establishes his credentials and implies that he shares a prophetic authority within the 
community. The setting, in the house of the Lord and with the presence of both priests and the people, 
emphasizes the public nature of his declaration, which heightens the impact of the prophetic word that 
is to follow. This verse sets the scene for a conflict of prophetic voices, one representing God’s truth 
and the other a more favorable outlook that resonates with the people's desires.

Jeremiah 28:2

"Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, I have broken the yoke of the king of 
Babylon."

Here, Hananiah boldly claims to speak on behalf of the Lord of hosts, accentuating divine authority 
behind his message. The "yoke of the king of Babylon" symbolizes oppression and subjugation, 



reflecting the historical context of the Babylonian captivity that the people of Judah were enduring. 
Hananiah's proclamation that God has broken this yoke conveys a message of hope and liberation. The 
promise of deliverance from Babylon serves to comfort the people, suggesting that their suffering is not 
permanent. This declaration is significant as it contradicts Jeremiah’s previous warnings of impending 
judgment and reinforces the tension between the two prophets, as Hananiah offers a more optimistic 
and immediate solution to the nation's plight.

Jeremiah 28:3

"Within two full years will I bring again into this place all the vessels of the Lord's house, that 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this place, and carried them to Babylon:"

In this verse, Hananiah continues to elaborate on God's message, stating that within two years, all the 
sacred vessels taken by Nebuchadnezzar will be returned to Jerusalem. This assertion is significant 
because it not only pertains to the restoration of physical items but symbolizes the restoration of Israel’s 
relationship with God and national identity. The vessels represent the very essence of Israelite worship 
and connection to God, so their return would signify a profound renewal of favor and blessing. 
However, this detail also reveals the potential for false prophecy, emphasizing the challenge Jeremiah 
faces in discerning true divine communication amidst the hopeful proclamations made by Hananiah. 
The two-year timeframe adds urgency and specificity, appealing to those who long for a quick 
resolution to their suffering.

Jeremiah 28:4

"And I will bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, with all the 
captives of Judah, that went into Babylon, saith the Lord: for I will break the yoke of the king of 
Babylon."

Continuing his message, Hananiah mentions the return of Jeconiah (also called Jehoiachin), the 
deposed king of Judah, and all the Judean captives in Babylon. This reference to a figure of royal 
lineage serves to bolster his prophecy by implying a restoration of the Davidic line and the continuity 
of Judah’s monarchy. The promise of reunification of the exiles creates a powerful image of national 
revival and fulfillment of God’s covenant promises. Like the previous verse, it presents the breaking of 
Babylon's yoke as an imminent event, reinforcing the notion of impending deliverance. This verse 
stands in stark contrast to Jeremiah’s prophecies, which warned of a longer period of captivity and 
exile, thus capturing the rising tension between hope and impending reality in the face of prophecy.

Jeremiah 28:5

"Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and in 
the presence of all the people that stood in the house of the Lord,"

In this pivotal moment, Jeremiah addresses Hananiah publicly, which is significant because it 
highlights the seriousness of the situation. The fact that Jeremiah chooses to respond in front of the 
priests and assembled people underscores the communal nature of prophetic ministry and the gravity of 
claiming to speak for God. This confrontation marks a critical turning point in their prophetic conflict, 



as Jeremiah embodies the role of a faithful servant of God who is compelled to speak the truth, even 
when it contradicts popular opinion or desired outcomes. The atmosphere is charged, as Jeremiah 
prepares to challenge Hananiah’s claims, reflecting the weight of responsibility that rests upon a 
prophet to accurately communicate God's will.

Jeremiah 28:6

"Even the prophet Jeremiah said, Amen: the Lord do so: the Lord perform thy words which thou 
hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels of the Lord's house, and all that is carried away 
captive, from Babylon unto this place."

In a remarkable display of humility and faith, Jeremiah begins his response with "Amen," 
acknowledging the desire for Hananiah's prophecy to come true. His words suggest a shared longing 
for restoration and divine intervention, emphasizing that the outcome would bring joy and fulfillment 
to the nation. However, this expression of belief is layered with irony, as Jeremiah is aware of the 
reality of God’s judgment looming over Judah. The phrase “the Lord perform thy words” serves as a 
wish but also sets the stage for Jeremiah's impending counter-proclamation. By permitting the 
possibility of validating Hananiah’s prophecy, Jeremiah reveals his character as a true prophet—one 
who genuinely desires God’s mercy and restoration, even while holding firm to the truth of the Lord's 
word.

Jeremiah 28:7

"Nevertheless hear thou now this word that I speak in thine ears, and in the ears of all the 
people;"

Jeremiah shifts from an expression of agreement to a solemn call for attention, indicating that what 
follows is critical and commands serious consideration. He emphasizes the urgency of his message by 
addressing both Hananiah and the gathered people. This transition underscores the biblical prophetic 
tradition where the prophet often delivers both encouragement and admonition. Jeremiah’s insistence 
on being heard highlights the contrast between Hananiah's hopeful prophecy and the weighty truth he is 
about to communicate. He understands the people's desire for good news, but he knows that ignoring 
the reality of God’s judgment could lead to greater despair. This verse foreshadows Jeremiah's 
forthcoming prophetic corrective, which positions him as a voice of authentic truth amid conflicting 
messages.

Jeremiah 28:8

"The prophets that have been before me and before thee of old prophesied both against many 
countries, and against great kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pestilence."

Jeremiah recalls a historical precedent for the prophetic ministry, highlighting that true prophets have 
consistently delivered messages of warning regarding impending judgment. He contrasts Hananiah’s 
present proclamation of peace and restoration with the more common prophetic themes of war, evil, 
and pestilence that have characterized the messages of previous prophets, including himself. By 
invoking the legacy of the prophets, Jeremiah emphasizes the weight of responsibility tied to prophetic 



utterance, suggesting that God’s nature includes both compassion and justice. This verse serves to 
affirm his credibility and places Hananiah’s optimistic message at odds with the true nature of God’s 
dealings with nations. Jeremiah underscores the reality that prophets are often sent to call people to 
repentance before the judgment of God, thereby framing Hananiah's prophecy as potentially 
misleading.

Jeremiah 28:9

"The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet shall come to pass, then 
shall the prophet be known, that the Lord hath truly sent him."

In this verse, Jeremiah posits a critical test for the authenticity of prophetic messages: the fulfillment of 
the prophecy itself. This criterion serves as a safeguard against false prophets and their misleading 
declarations. Jeremiah acknowledges that genuine messages from God will ultimately manifest in 
reality, thus allowing the people to discern true prophets from false ones. Here, he indirectly challenges 
Hananiah’s assurances of imminent peace and restoration; if these promises do not come true, the 
legitimacy of his prophetic voice will be called into question. By establishing this standard, Jeremiah 
not only reinforces the seriousness of the prophetic office but also places the onus on Hananiah to 
prove his claims through divine confirmation.

Jeremiah 28:10

"Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah's neck, and brake it."

In a dramatic and symbolic act, Hananiah removes the yoke that Jeremiah had been wearing, breaking 
it as a visible demonstration of his prophetic stance. This physical action serves to reinforce Hananiah’s 
message against Babylonian oppression, embodying the hopeful outlook he offers to the people. The 
act of breaking the yoke can be interpreted as a defiant challenge to Jeremiah's warnings, illustrating 
Hananiah's rejection of the looming judgment Jeremiah prophesied. This moment signifies not only a 
clash of prophetic messages but also the stakes involved; Hananiah's actions aim to inspire immediate 
belief in his assurances of deliverance. The spectacle draws public attention, likely aiming to sway the 
people’s faith toward Hananiah’s views, which promotes confidence and a sense of impending 
freedom.

Jeremiah 28:11

"And Hananiah spake in the presence of all the people, saying, Thus saith the Lord; Even so will 
I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all nations within the space 
of two full years. And the prophet Jeremiah went his way."

By reiterating his prophetic claim publicly, Hananiah seeks to solidify his position and garner support 
among the people. His statement not only reaffirms the promise of a broken yoke within two years but 
also extends it to encompass “all nations,” suggesting a broader divine intervention that resonates with 
the peoples' hopes for liberation. Hananiah’s conviction invites an emotional response from those 
weary of oppression, elevating their spirits by projecting an image of collective freedom. As Jeremiah 
departs, this verse marks a moment of separation between the conflicting prophetic figures, 



foreshadowing the forthcoming conflicts both within the community and regarding the validity of their 
respective messages. Jeremiah’s silence denotes the seriousness of the situation, as he contemplates the 
implications of Hananiah's contrasting promises.

Jeremiah 28:12

"Then the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah the prophet, after that Hananiah had broken 
the yoke from off the neck of Jeremiah."

Following the dramatic confrontation and Hananiah's symbolic act of breaking the yoke, Jeremiah 
receives a direct word from the Lord. This divine communication underscores the reality that, despite 
the public spectacle and persuasive rhetoric of Hananiah, God's purposes would ultimately prevail. The 
timing of the message signifies God's ongoing engagement with Jeremiah as a true prophet and 
reaffirms his authority and role in declaring the truth, no matter how unpopular or difficult it may be for 
the people to accept. This moment serves as a crucial transition, as the Lord prepares Jeremiah to 
deliver a counter-proclamation that will clarify the heart of God concerning Judah’s fate.

Jeremiah 28:13

"Go and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus saith the Lord; Thou hast broken the yokes of wood; but 
thou shalt make for them yokes of iron."

In this verse, God instructs Jeremiah to confront Hananiah directly regarding his false prophecy. The 
metaphor of breaking wooden yokes, which symbolizes Hananiah's optimistic expectations, contrasts 
sharply with the promise of iron yokes to come, indicating a heavier burden that will replace the one 
Hananiah claims has been broken. This divine rebuke serves to highlight the truth that Hananiah's 
assurances are misguided; rather than liberation, the people will face even greater oppression. God’s 
message emphasizes that false prophecies can lead to dire consequences, warning that what seems like 
a momentary relief may actually be a precursor to worsening circumstances. This serves as an urgent 
call for repentance and recognition of the truth of God’s impending judgment.

Jeremiah 28:14

"For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all 
these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him: 
and I have given him the beasts of the field also."

This declaration from God profoundly contrasts Hananiah's promise of freedom, asserting that God has 
placed a yoke of iron on all the nations, indicating a strong and inescapable domination by Babylon. 
This divine action asserts God’s sovereignty over the nations and aligns with God’s earlier messages 
through Jeremiah, emphasizing that the exile is appointed as a consequence of Israel's disobedience. 
The reference to beasts also illustrates the extent of Babylon’s dominion, implying control over nature 
itself, thereby reinforcing the hopelessness of rebellion against God’s ordained plan. In this verse, God 
clarifies that the yoke should be understood not merely as a burden but as a divine directive within the 
larger narrative of God’s judgment, thereby solidifying Jeremiah’s role as the bearer of a challenging 
but necessary truth.



Jeremiah 28:15

"Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The Lord 
hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie."

In a clear and definitive rebuttal, Jeremiah articulates that Hananiah has spoken falsely, asserting that 
God did not send him. This statement brings the conflict between the two prophets to a decisive 
moment, as Jeremiah publicly challenges the validity of Hananiah's claims. By declaring that Hananiah 
is misleading the people into belief in a lie, Jeremiah addresses the spiritual consequences of false 
prophecies on the nation. This not only serves as a warning but also calls for discernment among the 
people, who are tempted to cling to hopeful fantasies rather than confront the harsh realities of their 
situation. Jeremiah's statement emphasizes the importance of truth in prophetic ministry and the severe 
implications of undermining God’s words, thereby urging the people to remain faithful to the Lord’s 
actual messages of judgment and repentance.

Jeremiah 28:16

"Therefore thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year 
thou shalt die, because thou hast taught rebellion against the Lord."

This verse contains a sobering proclamation of judgment directed towards Hananiah, emphasizing the 
severe repercussions of leading the people astray. The imminent death of Hananiah serves to highlight 
the seriousness of his actions, positioning them as directly opposed to God’s orders. God’s judgment 
reflects not only on Hananiah as an individual but also on the communal impact of false prophecies. 
This impending punishment underscores that the consequences of misleading the people are grave and 
immediate, serving as a caution against the dangers of acting under a veil of false authority. Such a 
divine declaration reinforces the theological principle that God holds His prophets accountable for their 
messages, ensuring that honest communication of God’s truth is upheld.

Jeremiah 28:17

"So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month."

The prophetic word of judgment is swiftly fulfilled; Hananiah dies within the same year, in the seventh 
month, effectively validating Jeremiah’s words and demonstrating God’s authority over His prophets. 
This sudden death serves as a stark warning to all who would prophesy falsely or lead the people away 
from divine truth. The specificity of the timing, coupled with the swiftness of the fulfillment, 
underscores the seriousness of God’s judgment and serves to reinforce the credibility of Jeremiah's 
prophetic ministry. Furthermore, this event magnifies the theological principle that the Lord will not 
tolerate rebellion against Him, especially from those who claim to speak on His behalf. Hananiah's 
death also acts as a moment of communal reflection for the people of Judah, prompting them to 
reassess their trust in prophetic declarations and the necessity of aligning themselves with God's true 
word.

This chapter not only reflects the tensions between the two prophetic voices but also serves to 
emphasize the need for discernment in the face of competing messages. Each verse contributes to the 



broader narrative of God's dealings with His people, illustrating the weight and responsibility borne by 
those who claim to speak in His name.

Chapter 29:

Jeremiah 29:1

"Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the 
residue of the elders which were carried away captives, and to the priests and to the prophets, 
and to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to 
Babylon."

In this opening verse of Jeremiah 29, the context is established as a letter written by the prophet 
Jeremiah during a time of significant turmoil for the people of Judah. Captured and exiled to Babylon 
by King Nebuchadnezzar, these Israelites faced the harsh reality of displacement and loss. Jeremiah, 
acting as a mediator between God and His people, reaches out to those who remain faithful, addressing 
different groups within the exiled community, including elders, priests, prophets, and everyone else 
affected by Babylon's conquest. This verse emphasizes the collective nature of suffering experienced 
by the people, as well as Jeremiah’s role as a spiritual leader providing guidance and hope in a time of 
despair. The formal address also underscores the importance of communication and instruction within 
the community, highlighting Jeremiah’s commitment to ensuring that the captives understand God's 
will and the purpose behind their circumstances.

Jeremiah 29:2

"(After that Jeconiah the king, and the queen, and the eunuchs, the princes of Judah, and the 
carpenters, and the smiths, were departed from Jerusalem;)"

This verse sets the historical backdrop for the letter, specifying the timing of its composition in the 
wake of Jeconiah's exile alongside other prominent figures of Judah, including the monarchy, leaders, 
and skilled tradesmen. The mention of Jeconiah, the queen, and the elite of society highlights the 
significant loss of leadership and cultural identity for the Israelites. Their removal from Jerusalem 
signifies a critical turning point, where the core of Judah's social structure was uprooted, leaving a void 
that might have led to despair and confusion among those left behind. These details add emotional 
weight, as the exiled community grapples with the ramifications of losing their homes and homeland. 
This verse serves to remind the captives that, though their situation seems dire, God is aware of their 
plight, and the letter is a reflection of His ongoing relationship with them, even in a foreign land.

Jeremiah 29:3

"By the hand of Elisah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah 
king of Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, saying,"

In this verse, Jeremiah identifies the messengers who carried his letter to Babylon, emphasizing the 
careful and deliberate transmission of God’s message of hope. The mention of specific individuals, 
Elisah and Gemariah, indicates the seriousness of the communication and the bureaucratic structure 



still in existence, even in exile. The act of sending a letter to Nebuchadnezzar suggests that there were 
attempts to maintain a diplomatic dialogue, showcasing a desire for peace against the backdrop of 
turmoil. It gives a sense of continuity between the events taking place in Jerusalem and the 
circumstances faced in Babylon. By highlighting the logistical aspects of delivering prophetic 
messages, this verse underlines the importance of maintaining a connection with God through His 
prophets, even when physical separation occurs due to conflict and exile. The verse further adds layers 
of complexity to the narrative, illustrating the interplay between divine guidance and human agency 
amid political machinations.

Jeremiah 29:4

"Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I 
have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon;"

In this verse, God addresses the exiles directly through Jeremiah, reasserting that their captivity has not 
come as a surprise but rather as part of His sovereign plan. The phrase "the Lord of hosts" signifies 
God’s ultimate authority and power over all creation, contrasting the might of Nebuchadnezzar. This 
divine declaration reassures the captives that they are still under God's watchful gaze and that their 
current circumstances are woven into a larger narrative of His intention. By acknowledging that He is 
the one who caused their exile, God emphasizes that this moment, while painful, is a step in His 
overarching purpose for the people. This acknowledgment invites the exiles to reflect on their 
relationship with God, urging them to consider repentance and faithfulness even in the midst of 
suffering. Such reassurance serves as an invitation to hope, encouraging them to recognize that God 
remains intimately involved in their lives despite their displacement and hardship.

Jeremiah 29:5

"Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them;"

This verse gives practical advice to the exiled people, urging them to settle down and create a life for 
themselves in Babylon rather than merely waiting and mourning for their return to Jerusalem. The 
commands to "build houses" and "plant gardens" illustrate the need for a proactive approach to their 
new reality. This directive is profoundly significant, as it illustrates that God desires His people not 
only to survive their current situation but to thrive within it. The act of planting gardens, which would 
provide sustenance and nourishment, symbolizes hope for the future and the establishment of roots in a 
foreign land. This positive call to action encourages community resilience and cooperation among the 
exiles by fostering a spirit of rebuilding and adaptation. It encourages them to cultivate a sense of 
normalcy, suggesting that life can go on even amidst adversity. This instruction reveals a God who 
cares deeply about the day-to-day lives of His people and desires them to engage fully with the world 
around them.

Jeremiah 29:6

"Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your 
daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, 
and not diminished."



In this verse, God urges the exiles to seek familial expansion and community building within Babylon. 
The encouragement to take wives and raise children underscores the importance of familial ties and the 
continuation of the Israelite lineage even in captivity. By instructing them to marry and give their 
children in marriage, God emphasizes the necessity of cultivating deep-rooted connections in their new 
environment, reinforcing the message that life must go on despite their circumstances. This directive 
embodies a dual purpose: it ensures the survival of their cultural identity and community cohesion 
while also fulfilling God's promise of growth. The phrase "that ye may be increased there, and not 
diminished" serves as an assurance that even in exile, their numbers and influence can thrive, 
positioning them as a significant presence in Babylon. This speaks to God’s intention for His people to 
remain fruitful and multiply, reinforcing the notion that His covenant promises are still valid even amid 
challenging situations.

Jeremiah 29:7

"And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray 
unto the Lord for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace."

In this critical verse, God commands the exiles to seek the well-being of Babylon, the very city that has 
taken them captive. This instruction highlights a transformative perspective on their situation: rather 
than fostering resentment or hopelessness, they are called to be active participants in the welfare of 
their surroundings. By praying for Babylon's peace, the exiles are reminded of their responsibility to be 
a light in a foreign land, showcasing their faith in action. This notion of seeking the prosperity of their 
captors might seem counterintuitive, yet it underscores God's deeper plan for reconciliation and peace. 
The phrase "for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace" conveys a reciprocal relationship between the 
exiles and the city—indicating that their own well-being is intrinsically tied to the health of the society 
in which they find themselves. This instruction encourages the exiles to embrace their Babylonian 
context, cultivating hope and unity, thereby fostering an environment that would enable them to sustain 
their identity and faith even while apart from their homeland.

Jeremiah 29:8

"For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, 
that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be 
dreamed."

This verse serves as a warning against false prophets and diviners among the exiles who might mislead 
them with false hopes or unrealistic expectations of immediate return to Jerusalem. God identifies the 
presence of such voices and urges the people not to be swayed by deceptive counsel. The phrase "your 
dreams which ye cause to be dreamed" suggests a tendency among the exiles to cling to fanciful visions 
of freedom, perhaps even desperation for a quick return to their former lives. God's admonition reflects 
His desire for the exiles to rely on His truth rather than on human interpretation, which can often be 
distorted. The clarity in this warning highlights the importance of discernment, underscoring that not all 
guidance aligns with God’s will. This verse reassures them that their circumstances, while 
uncomfortable, are part of His greater plan and that trusting in His unwavering word is essential for 
their spiritual and communal integrity amid deception.



Jeremiah 29:9

"For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, saith the Lord."

In this verse, God emphasizes the seriousness of listening to false prophets who speak in His name yet 
convey messages contrary to His divine will. This strong statement clarifies that not all who claim to 
speak for God do so authentically; they may be motivated by their desires rather than divine 
inspiration. The phrase "I have not sent them" is a powerful assertion that underscores the importance 
of verifying the source of prophetic messages. It invites the exiles to maintain vigilance against 
deception during their vulnerable state in captivity. This reinforces the theme of discerning truth versus 
falsehood, particularly in a time when faith and hope are fragile. By making it clear that these prophets 
are not speaking for Him, God is redirecting the exiles to rely on the true prophetic word delivered 
through Jeremiah, which offers genuine hope and instructions for their future. Ultimately, this verse 
reinforces the need for the exiles to ground themselves in authentic faith, thus preparing them for the 
trials ahead.

Jeremiah 29:10

"For thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, 
and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place."

In this pivotal verse, God provides a significant timeframe for the exiles’ captivity—seventy years—
which implies a prolonged period of waiting and transformation. This acknowledgment of a set time 
emphasizes God's sovereignty and the divine purpose behind their exile. The promise of visitation and 
the assurance that He will fulfill His good word highlights God's faithfulness to His covenant with 
Israel. Rather than leaving the captives without hope, God assures them that their situation is temporary 
and that there will be a future restoration and return to Jerusalem. This promise invites the exiles to 
hold on to hope and to see their time in Babylon not as an end but as a phase in a larger plan of 
redemption and restoration. It encourages them to work within their circumstances, instilling patience 
and resilience as they await God's deliverance. Ultimately, this verse reflects God's unwavering 
commitment to His people, reassuring them that His guidance and presence will remain with them even 
during their trials.

Jeremiah 29:11

"For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of 
evil, to give you an expected end."

Here, God declares His intimate knowledge and care for the exiles, underscoring that His plans for 
them are rooted in love and hope. The phrase “thoughts of peace, and not of evil” serves as a powerful 
contrast to their current struggles, assuring them that, despite their suffering, God’s intentions are 
ultimately for their good. This declaration emphasizes a personal God who actively contemplates the 
welfare of His people, countering any feelings of abandonment that the exiles may experience. The 
promise of an "expected end" signifies that there is a divine purpose and future that awaits them—one 
that is both positive and fulfilling. This verse thus fosters a sense of security and assurance, 
encouraging the exiles to foster faith amidst their trials. It also serves as a reminder of the long-term 



vision God has for His people, reinforcing the notion that their current suffering is not indicative of 
divine neglect but part of a profound, unfolding plan.

Jeremiah 29:12

"Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you."

This verse illustrates a reciprocal relationship between God and the exiles, with a call to action that 
requires the exiles to actively seek the Lord. The dual invitation to "call upon me" and "pray unto me" 
emphasizes the importance of earnest communication and relationship-building with God, especially in 
times of distress. God assures them that their prayers will be met with attention and response, fostering 
a sense of intimacy and reassurance amid their isolation. This obligation to reach out to God reflects 
not only their dependence on Him but also serves to strengthen their spiritual resolve and community 
bonds. God’s promise to "hearken" underscores the reliability of His attentiveness, inviting the exiles to 
engage in a dialogue that involves trust and faith. This verse reinforces the notion that prayer is a vital 
aspect of their journey through exile, offering them a direct connection to divine support as they 
navigate uncertain circumstances.

Jeremiah 29:13

"And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart."

In this verse, God emphasizes the necessity of sincere and wholehearted pursuit in seeking Him. The 
assurance that they will “find me” serves as a promise of divine presence and accessibility; however, it 
comes with the condition of genuine effort. The phrase "with all your heart" connotes not just a 
superficial search but an earnest longing and commitment to commune with God. This highlights the 
importance of pursuing a deep, personal relationship with Him, particularly during challenging times. It 
invites the exiles to reflect on their priorities and the devotion required to reconnect with their spiritual 
heritage. This verse encompasses the essence of faith—requiring active engagement, perseverance, and 
sincerity in their quest for God. It ultimately proposes that the path to finding peace and resolution in 
their narratives lies in their willingness to turn their hearts toward God fully, reinforcing the idea that 
relationships, especially with God, demand investment and intentionality.

Jeremiah 29:14

"And I will be found of you, saith the Lord: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather 
you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the Lord; and I 
will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive."

In this verse, God solidifies His promise of restoration, declaring that He will actively intervene and 
bring the exiles back from their captivity. The phrase "I will be found of you" reflects God’s eagerness 
to re-establish a relationship with His people, framing their search for Him not as a chore but as a 
mutually rewarding journey. The promise of gathering those dispersed among various nations indicates 
not only a physical return but a unifying act of God, bringing their community back together and 
restoring their identity. This assurance emphasizes God’s sovereignty, as He recalls them from “all the 
places” where they had been driven, thus affirming His control over their history and current plight. 



The repeated use of "I will" underscores God's commitment to action on behalf of His people. This 
verse is a celebration of hope, depicting God as a loving Shepherd who desires to gather His flock, 
offering a triumphant return to their homeland that embodies His merciful and redemptive nature.

Jeremiah 29:15

"Because ye have said, The Lord hath raised us up prophets in Babylon;"

This verse captures a sentiment expressed among the exiled Israelites, perhaps one of discouragement 
or disillusionment, suggesting that they believe God has abandoned them to their fate. The 
acknowledgment that there are prophets in Babylon indicates the survival of a prophetic voice within 
their midst, but it also reveals a misunderstanding of God's intentions. It shows that the people have 
begun to rely on the words of these prophets rather than the direct communication from God through 
Jeremiah. The critical tone in God’s response suggests that they are attributing safety and hope to these 
voices instead of recognizing their own role in seeking a faithful relationship with God. This highlights 
the need for the exiles to discern the true from the false and to focus on the divine message conveyed 
through Jeremiah, emphasizing the personal responsibility of the Israelites to seek God actively.

Jeremiah 29:16

"For thus saith the Lord concerning the king that sitteth upon the throne of David, and 
concerning all the people that dwelleth in this city, and concerning your brethren that are not 
gone forth with you into captivity;"

In this verse, God addresses not only the exiles but also the broader context of Jerusalem and its 
inhabitants, including the leaders who remain after the exile. By referencing "the king that sitteth upon 
the throne of David," God invokes the legacy of divine kingship that carries significant weight in their 
history and identity. This recognition of the political and social structures in Jerusalem suggests that 
God's plans extend beyond the exiles to encompass the entire community. He acknowledges the plight 
of those left behind, emphasizing the unity of the people, whether in exile or in the city. This serves to 
highlight God’s overarching sovereignty and concern for all His people, irrespective of their geographic 
location. The verse sets the stage for God’s continued engagement with the entire nation, emphasizing 
the collective responsibility of the Israelite community and God's unwavering commitment to His 
covenant promise.

Jeremiah 29:17

"Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Behold, I will send upon them the sword, the famine, and the 
pestilence; and will make them like vile figs, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil."

This verse introduces a stark contrast to the hopeful messages directed to the exiles. Here, God 
pronounces judgment upon those who remained in Jerusalem and those who have continued in 
disobedience. The imagery of "sword, famine, and pestilence" serves as a dire warning of the 
consequences of turning away from God’s guidance and failing to repent. The analogy of "vile figs" 
illustrates the degradation and unfruitfulness that results from ignoring God’s call, reinforcing the 
notion that disobedience leads to destruction and despair. This clear delineation between the fate of the 



exiles—who are promised restoration—and those in Jerusalem serves to emphasize the seriousness of 
the situation and the urgency for the people to turn back to God. Through this judgment, God manifests 
His justice and serves as a reminder that His love for His people is accompanied by a call to 
righteousness, leading them away from potential destruction.

Jeremiah 29:18

"And I will persecute them with the sword, with the famine, and with the pestilence, and will 
deliver them to be removed to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse, and an astonishment, 
and a hissing, and a reproach among all the nations whither I have driven them."

This verse continues the theme of judgment, detailing the severity of consequences that will befall 
those in Jerusalem who have turned away from God. The repetition of "sword, famine, and pestilence" 
emphasizes the totality of the threat they face, serving as a vivid reminder of the consequences of 
disobedience. The promise that they will be "removed to all the kingdoms of the earth" underscores 
God’s absolute sovereignty, showcasing His ability to orchestrate events in such a way that the fate of 
the disobedient will become a public example. The terms "curse," "astonishment," "hissing," and 
"reproach" illustrate the profound shame and degradation that will accompany this judgment. This 
warning serves as a stark realization that rebellion against God carries weighty ramifications, 
reinforcing the urgency for the people to seek repentance and restoration. It depicts a God who is both 
loving and just, urging His people to return to righteousness to avoid such a grim fate.

Jeremiah 29:19

"Because they have not hearkened to my words, saith the Lord, which I sent unto them by my 
servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them; but ye would not hear, saith the Lord."

In this verse, God outlines the reason for the impending judgment—His people’s refusal to listen to the 
warnings and guidance provided through His prophets. The phrase "rising up early" conveys God’s 
diligence and persistence in reaching out to His people, emphasizing His deep desire for them to return 
to Him. This evokes a strong image of His unwavering commitment to their well-being, noting that He 
repeatedly sent messengers to call them back to righteousness, yet they chose to ignore those calls. The 
repetitive structure of "ye would not hear" illustrates the obstinacy of their hearts and a clear rejection 
of divine counsel. This reflection reinforces a critical theme throughout the book of Jeremiah: the 
necessity of heeding God’s voice and the severe consequences of neglecting it. It illustrates the tension 
between divine mercy and human obstinacy, highlighting the importance of responsiveness to God’s 
Word in shaping the future of His people.

Jeremiah 29:20

"Hear ye therefore the word of the Lord, all ye of the captivity, whom I have sent from Jerusalem 
to Babylon."

This verse serves as a pivotal call to action for the exiles, directing their attention to the significant 
message God intends to deliver. The phrase "Hear ye therefore the word of the Lord" reinforces the 
idea of attentive listening and responsiveness to divine communication. God explicitly addresses the 



exiles, indicating that the promise of restoration and future hope applies directly to them, especially 
given their vulnerable position in a foreign land. This command to hear encourages the captives to 
reflect on their relationship with God and the necessity of aligning their hearts and actions with His 
will. It emphasizes the role of prophetic words as essential for spiritual nourishment and 
encouragement during times of difficulty. The call to listen also serves as a reminder of their identity as 
God’s chosen people, imploring them to remain faithful in the face of adversity and to regain their 
focus on God, who remains intimately involved in their circumstances.

Jeremiah 29:21

"Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, of Ahab the son of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the 
son of Maaseiah, which prophesy a lie unto you in my name; Behold, I will deliver them into the 
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall slay them before your eyes;"

In this verse, God explicitly names two prophets, Ahab and Zedekiah, who have been misleading the 
people of Judah with false prophecies. By identifying these individuals, God seeks to clarify that not all 
who claim to speak for Him are genuinely His messengers. The direct statement that He will "deliver 
them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar" highlights the seriousness of their deception and the severe 
consequences that will befall them for leading the people astray. The image of Nebuchadnezzar 
executing these false prophets serves as a graphic warning against the dangers of falsehood and instills 
a sense of urgency for the exiles to discern true prophecy. This moment underlines God's justice, 
emphasizing that those who distort His message for personal gain will face accountability. It further 
underscores the importance of aligning oneself with God's true word and maintaining a vigilant stance 
against misleading influences, especially during times of uncertainty and fear.

Jeremiah 29:22

"And of them shall be taken up a curse by all the captivity of Judah which are in Babylon, 
saying, The Lord make thee like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in 
the fire;"

In this verse, God foretells the lasting repercussions of the actions of Ahab and Zedekiah among the 
exiles. The mention of a curse that will be spoken against these false prophets reflects the deep 
animosity and disdain that their misleading prophecies will inspire among the captives. The imagery of 
being “roasted in the fire” evokes a stark and visceral reaction, illustrating the severity of the 
consequences faced by those who lead the faithful astray. This serves as both a warning and a caution 
against embracing deception, as it leads to not just physical harm but also lasting shame and reproach. 
By foretelling that a curse would be invoked, God emphasizes the communal response and shared 
understanding among the exiles regarding the need for discernment. This verse encourages the people 
to remain vigilant, teaching them to reject falsehood and reinforcing the weightiness of words spoken 
in God’s name. It serves as a sober reminder of the power of prophecy, both true and false, and the 
responsibilities that come with it.



Jeremiah 29:23

"Because they have committed villany in Israel, and have committed adultery with their 
neighbours' wives, and have spoken lying words in my name, which I have not commanded them; 
even I know, and am a witness, saith the Lord."

In this verse, God articulates the specific transgressions committed by the false prophets, which include 
moral corruption and deceit. The use of “villany” connotes not only serious wrongdoing but also a 
betrayal of the covenant that the Israelites have with God. The explicit mention of adultery adds a 
dimension of relational unfaithfulness, highlighting the severity of both personal and communal sin in 
abandoning God’s commandments. The narrative emphasizes that these actions are not hidden from 
God; His declaration of “even I know” reinforces the idea that He is both aware of their actions and 
deeply concerned about the community's fidelity. The assertion that He is a witness underscores the 
certainty of divine justice, where God will hold these individuals accountable for their actions. This 
verse serves to remind the exiles of the gravity of their own fidelity to God and His commandments, 
inviting them to reflect on their behaviors and relationships as they navigate their own journey in 
Babylon.

Jeremiah 29:24

"Thus shalt thou also speak to Shemaiah the Nehelamite, saying,"

This verse introduces Shemaiah, another figure among the exiles who appears to act as an oppositional 
voice against Jeremiah’s legitimate prophecies. By naming Shemaiah directly, God indicates that He is 
aware of the influence this individual has over the people and provides a prompt for Jeremiah to speak 
against him. This momentally highlights the ongoing tensions within the exiled community, where 
different prophetic voices vie for credibility and attention. The instruction to speak to Shemaiah 
suggests an active engagement with those who propagate falsehoods, showing that God desires His 
truth to be proclaimed, even amid opposition. It emphasizes the responsibility of prophetic voices like 
Jeremiah to confront fraudulent claims and to clarify God’s intended direction for the people. This 
verse prepares for a discussion of Shemaiah's specific actions and serves as a reminder that God stands 
resolute against any perversion of His message, assuring His people that His true guidance will prevail.

Jeremiah 29:25

"Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, Because thou hast sent letters in thy 
name unto all the people that are at Jerusalem, and to Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, 
and to all the priests, saying,"

In this verse, God recounts the actions of Shemaiah, who has been actively communicating with the 
people in Jerusalem and influencing the priests with misguided messages. By addressing the nature of 
these letters, God underscores the seriousness of Shemaiah's undertaking, revealing that he not only 
seeks to undermine Jeremiah’s authority but also spreads false information among critical leaders in 
Jerusalem. By mentioning Zephaniah, a priest with significant responsibilities, God points to the 
potential consequences of Shemaiah’s communication—namely that it could lead to further disunity 
and confusion among the people. This verse serves as a reminder of the power of words and the 



significant impact that prophetic declarations can have on a community. By emphasizing that Shemaiah 
has taken it upon himself to speak for God while promoting falsehoods, the verse warns against the 
dangers of straying from divine truth, encouraging the exiles to remain vigilant in their discernment of 
true prophecy amid conflicting messages.

Jeremiah 29:26

"The Lord hath made thee priest in the stead of Jehoiada the priest, that ye should be officers in 
the house of the Lord, for every man that is mad, and maketh himself a prophet, that thou 
shouldest put him in prison, and in the stocks."

In this verse, God highlights Zephaniah’s role as a priest and the responsibilities that accompany it, 
particularly underlining the expectation of discernment and leadership in spiritual matters. By stating 
that God has made Zephaniah priest, it emphasizes the divine appointment and authority vested in him. 
God references the role of the priesthood in overseeing and maintaining order within the house of the 
Lord; thus, there is an expectation that Zephaniah will protect the community from false prophets and 
unorthodox practices. The mention of putting “mad” prophets in prison and “in the stocks” indicates 
that there is a process by which deceptive voices should be dealt with—demonstrating an active 
response to protect the integrity of God’s message. This also links back to the overall theme of 
discernment, urging the priests and leaders to take their responsibilities seriously in shaping the faith 
landscape of the community. In this light, the verse underscores the importance of leadership within the 
faith community, especially during tumultuous times when the truth of God’s word is at stake.

Jeremiah 29:27

"Now therefore why hast thou not reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth, which maketh himself a 
prophet to you?"

In this direct challenge to Zephaniah, God confronts the priest about his failure to challenge Jeremiah, 
who is rightly proclaiming God's message amid the turbulence of exile. The rhetorical question 
illustrates a disconnect between Zephaniah's role as a priest and the responsibility to ensure that 
prophetic authority is aligned with God’s true word. This moment emphasizes the importance of 
accountability and the need for church leaders to actively discern who speaks God’s truth. By failing to 
address Jeremiah, Zephaniah may inadvertently allow confusion and division to fester among the 
exiles. The phrase "maketh himself a prophet" suggests that there may be accusations aimed at 
Jeremiah, questioning his legitimacy as a true prophet. In this context, the verse serves as an 
admonition not just to Zephaniah, but to all priests and leaders, calling for a proactive approach in 
discerning true prophetic messages and fortifying the community’s faith in alignment with divine 
purpose.

Jeremiah 29:28

"Therefore hearken now, and put in a letter, say, to all the captives he hath addressed, thus saith 
the Lord; and thus saith so and so, I will send them away in his name."



In this verse, God instructs that a letter should be sent to address the falsehoods being propagated by 
Shemaiah and clarify the truth as it pertains to the exile. The exhortation to "hearken now" indicates the 
urgency of combating misinformation and reaffirming the authenticity of Jeremiah's message among 
the exiles. By framing this letter as a direct communication from the Lord, God emphasizes that His 
word must be clearly understood and correctly disseminated among His people. There is an implicit 
necessity for unity and clarity as the exiles navigate the complexities of life in Babylon. The act of 
writing a letter represents a commitment to communication and truth-telling within the community and 
serves as a warning against the divisive nature of lies. This underscores God’s desire for His people to 
uphold the integrity of His message, fostering a deeper sense of community and covenant faithfulness 
despite the challenges they face in exile.

Jeremiah 29:29

"Zephaniah the priest shall read this letter in the hearing of all men."

In this concluding verse, God commands that Zephaniah, as a representative priest, publicly read the 
letter addressing the issues surrounding Jeremiah and the false prophecies circulating in Babylon. This 
public declaration serves multiple purposes: it ensures transparency regarding God's true message, 
reaffirms the authority of His chosen prophet Jeremiah, and brings accountability among the leaders 
and people. The act of reading the letter aloud signifies a communal response to God's call and a 
collective affirmation of the truth over falsehood. This move not only reinforces Zephaniah's role as a 
leader who must act in alignment with God's will but also promotes unity among the exiles as they 
confront the challenges presented by deceptive messages. Ultimately, this verse embodies God’s desire 
for clarity and solidarity among His people, emphasizing the importance of adhering to His word, 
regardless of their circumstances. By highlighting the need for open communication and communal 
engagement, it invites the captives to actively reaffirm their commitment to the covenant as they await 
restoration.

CHAPTER 30:

Jeremiah 30:1

"The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,"

In this opening verse, we encounter a fundamental aspect of prophetic literature: the communication 
between God and His messenger, Jeremiah. The phrase “the word that came to Jeremiah from the 
LORD” emphasizes the divine origin of the message he is about to deliver. It’s a reminder to the reader 
that what follows is not merely Jeremiah’s personal reflections or opinions, but a revelation directly 
from God. This establishes the authority of the text and sets the stage for the prophetic pronouncements 
that will detail the future of Israel. This verse is significant because it signals the importance of 
listening to God’s word, especially during times of turmoil and uncertainty, highlighting that guidance 
and hope come directly from divine revelation.



Jeremiah 30:2

"Thus speaketh the LORD God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that I have spoken 
unto thee in a book."

In this verse, the Lord instructs Jeremiah to document the forthcoming revelations. The command to 
"write thee all the words" emphasizes the seriousness of the message being conveyed. It indicates that 
the content is not only important for the present moment but is meant to be preserved for future 
generations. The act of writing becomes a pivotal theme in the Old Testament prophetic tradition, as it 
creates a lasting record of God's interactions with His people. The emphasis on the words coming from 
"the LORD God of Israel" highlights the covenantal relationship between God and His people, 
underscoring both His authority and His desire for His words to be remembered and acted upon. This 
serves as a reminder of the importance of scripture, prophetic words, and the need for believers to 
engage with God's revelations actively.

Jeremiah 30:3

"For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will bring again the captivity of my people Israel 
and Judah, saith the LORD: and I will cause them to return to the land that I gave to their 
fathers, and they shall possess it."

Here, God introduces a message of hope and restoration. The phrase "the days come" signifies the 
certainty and imminence of this promise, allowing the Israelite exiles to look forward to a future 
reclamation of their land. The mention of both "my people Israel and Judah" acknowledges the divided 
state of the nation and affirms God’s commitment to reunite His people. The reference to “the land that 
I gave to their fathers” roots the promise in covenant history, recalling the land promises made to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This verse fundamentally reassures the people that their exile is not the end 
but rather a temporary situation that God will reverse. It encapsulates the theme of redemption that runs 
throughout the book, reassuring the faithful of God’s fidelity to His promises.

Jeremiah 30:4

"And these are the words that the LORD spake concerning Israel and concerning Judah."

This verse serves as a transitional statement, indicating that the words about to follow pertain 
specifically to Israel and Judah. It grounds the forthcoming message in the eventual restoration of both 
the northern and southern kingdoms. By specifying both Israel and Judah, Jeremiah emphasizes the 
significance of unity among the people of God. It reaffirms that the scope of God's promises transcends 
political divisions and speaks to a holistic restoration that encompasses all who belong to Him. The 
specificity also reaffirms God's unwavering focus on His covenant people, detailing that He does not 
overlook those who are in exile but instead is actively working on their behalf. This sets the foundation 
for the detailed prophecies of hope and reassures the listeners of God's intention to heal and restore.

Jeremiah 30:5

"For thus saith the LORD; We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace."



In this verse, the tone shifts to acknowledge the current state of the people. The "voice of trembling, of 
fear, and not of peace" reflects the dire circumstances of the Israelites, who are experiencing turmoil 
and anxiety amid their exile and suffering. Here, God does not ignore the reality of their pain; instead, 
He describes it vividly, indicating a profound recognition of the emotional and spiritual crisis they face. 
This acknowledgment serves as a backdrop against which the promise of restoration shines brighter. 
The contrast between the current fearful state and the hope for future peace is crucial for understanding 
the depth of God’s compassion. It reminds the exiles that while they may feel isolated or abandoned, 
God is acutely aware of their struggles and is committed to bringing forth peace amid the chaos.

Jeremiah 30:6

"Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see every man with 
his hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness?"

This verse employs vivid imagery to describe the intense suffering and distress of the people. The 
rhetorical question “whether a man doth travail with child” introduces a powerful metaphor for the 
unusual and extreme suffering experienced, highlighting that such anguish is typically associated with 
childbirth, a moment of both pain and potential new life. By comparing men—who traditionally do not 
undergo such physical experiences—to women in labor, Jeremiah emphasizes the unprecedented nature 
of the societal trauma faced by the nation. The imagery of "all faces turned into paleness" visually 
conveys the fear and despair permeating the populace. This verse serves to underline the severity of 
their situation while setting the emotional stakes for the subsequent promise of recovery and 
restoration.

Jeremiah 30:7

"Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he 
shall be saved out of it."

Here, the focus shifts to “that day,” which refers to a future time of divine intervention and judgment, 
often interpreted by scholars as a time of great tribulation. The phrase “none is like it” underscores the 
uniqueness of this forthcoming distress, marking it as a significant moment in Israel’s history. Referring 
to it as “the time of Jacob's trouble” connects the current suffering with the ancestral lineage of Israel, 
invoking the struggles of their forefather Jacob, whose own trials led to divine encounters and 
transformation. Yet, within this declaration of trouble, there lies a glimmer of hope: “but he shall be 
saved out of it.” This promise reinforces God's faithfulness to His covenant and His intention to deliver 
His people from their trials, emphasizing that despite the impending suffering, there is assurance of 
salvation and hope for redemption.

Jeremiah 30:8

"For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will break his yoke from off 
thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him:"

In this verse, God offers a powerful image of liberation. “I will break his yoke from off thy neck” 
symbolizes the removal of oppression and serves as a promise of freedom for His people. The “yoke” 



represents the burdensome chains of captivity, while the mention of “bonds” reinforces the theme of 
entrapment. By declaring that “strangers shall no more serve themselves of him,” God reassures the 
Israelites that their days of servitude to foreign nations and oppressors will end. This verse highlights a 
key theme in Jeremiah: the restoration of dignity and identity for the Jewish people. The imagery of 
breaking yokes and bondage speaks to a divine intervention that will restore not only physical freedom 
but also spiritual renewal and national sovereignty.

Jeremiah 30:9

"But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up unto 
them."

This poignant verse underlines the transformation of servitude from oppressive powers to a rightful 
allegiance to the Lord. “They shall serve the LORD their God” signifies a return to true worship and 
the ultimate purpose of their existence—to honor and serve the Creator. The phrase “David their king” 
refers to a significant messianic hope. While David was a historical figure, the promise here suggests a 
raising up of a new Davidic leader, symbolizing restoration, kingship, and divine governance. This 
alludes to the coming of the Messiah, fulfilling the covenantal promise made to David regarding an 
everlasting kingdom. The foundational shift from foreign servitude to service under God and a Davidic 
king frames the future of Israel within a context of spiritual renewal, unity, and hope.

Jeremiah 30:10

"Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O Israel: 
for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall 
return, and shall be in rest and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid."

In this verse, God directly addresses the people, encouraging them not to fear despite their current 
distress. The repetitive encouragement “fear thou not” serves to fortify the confidence of the Israelites, 
reassuring them of God’s protective nature. The imagery of salvation “from afar” indicates God’s 
omnipotent ability to rescue His people regardless of their physical or spiritual distance from Him. The 
promise extends beyond mere physical return; it includes a vision of peace: “in rest and be quiet.” This 
imagery of tranquility and safety is a crucial aspect of the messianic hope—an acknowledgment that 
their future is secure under divine providence. The assurance that “none shall make him afraid” 
reinforces the idea of restoration not just of land, but of hearts and lives.

Jeremiah 30:11

"For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though I make a full end of all nations 
whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in 
measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished."

In this verse, God reassures His people of His enduring presence and commitment to their salvation. 
The phrase “I am with thee” encapsulates the essence of God’s promise, emphasizing that, even in 
judgment, He remains a steadfast protector. The latter part speaks to the justice of God: while He may 
bring judgment upon the nations that have oppressed Israel, He affirms that His people will not face 



total destruction. The terminology “correct thee in measure” implies that the discipline He administers 
is a form of loving correction rather than outright condemnation. There is a duality in God’s nature 
illustrated here: He is both just and merciful, ensuring that while His people may face trials, it is 
ultimately for their good and purification. This verse profoundly emphasizes God's intricate balance of 
justice and grace.

Jeremiah 30:12

"For thus saith the LORD, Thy bruise is incurable, and thy wound is grievous."

This verse employs stark imagery to underscore the severity of Judah's plight. The description of a 
bruise being "incurable" highlights the depth of their suffering—their injuries are not only physical but 
spiritual and national. The word "grievous" adds to this emotional weight, suggesting that their wounds 
come from systemic sin and rebellion against God. This grave acknowledgment of their condition 
serves as a chilling reminder that restoration may not come without costs or consequences for their 
previous actions. It echoes the harsh reality of sin, emphasizing that while God is ready to heal, the 
scars of hurt and the ramifications of their choices will linger. This forewarning also sets the stage for 
the subsequent promises, as healing comes in the light of truth and acknowledgment of need.

Jeremiah 30:13

"There is none to plead thy cause, that thou mayest be bound up: thou hast no healing 
medicines."

The hopelessness expressed in this verse reflects the isolation and abandonment felt by the Israelites 
during their time of calamity. “There is none to plead thy cause” speaks to a lack of advocates or 
intercessors among the nations, showcasing the dire nature of their plight. The absence of “healing 
medicines” symbolizes the futility of human solutions to their problems, underscoring that their 
recovery requires divine intervention rather than human remedies. This delivers a profound message 
about reliance on God—human efforts fall short when facing deep-seated spiritual and societal malaise. 
The imagery evokes a sense of desperation, drawing attention to their need for God's healing touch, 
ultimately pointing to the necessity of returning to Him as the true source of restoration and hope.

Jeremiah 30:14

"All thy lovers have forgotten thee; they seek thee not; for I have wounded thee with the wound 
of an enemy, with the chastisement of a cruel one, for the multitude of thine iniquity; because thy 
sins were increased."

In this verse, God highlights the betrayal and abandonment felt by His people. The term "lovers" 
signifies those foreign powers and alliances that Israel sought for protection and favor, only to find 
them unresponsive during their time of need. The divine ability to wound His own people is a sobering 
reminder of the consequences of persistent sin. Here, God attributes their suffering to “the multitude of 
thine iniquity,” linking their distress directly to their actions and choices. This verse calls attention to 
the reality that turning away from God brings about spiritual desolation, demonstrating that reliance on 
worldly powers ultimately leads to disappointment. Though it conveys a sense of divine chastisement, 



it also sets the context for restoration, emphasizing that genuine acknowledgment of sin and a return to 
faithful obedience could lead to healing.

Jeremiah 30:15

"Why criest thou for thine affliction? thy sorrow is incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity: 
because thy sins were increased, I have done these things unto thee."

In this verse, God challenges the Israelites regarding their sorrow over their situation. The rhetorical 
question “Why criest thou for thine affliction?” implies that their cries may be rooted in a lack of 
understanding of the underlying causes. God directly connects their suffering to their sins—“thy sorrow 
is incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity”—suggesting that the resolution of their affliction cannot 
occur without reckoning with their disobedience. This acknowledgment of sin points to a deep-rooted 
need for repentance and a return to God. It serves as both a confrontation and a call to introspection 
about the nature of their grievance; the focus is on understanding that awareness of sin is vital to 
recognizing the path toward genuine healing and restoration.

Jeremiah 30:16

"Therefore all they that devour thee shall be devoured; and all thine adversaries, every one of 
them, shall go into captivity; and they that spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee 
will I give for a prey."

In this verse, God provides a potent reassurance of justice in the face of oppression. The phrase “all 
they that devour thee shall be devoured” indicates a divine reversal of fortunes; those who have taken 
advantage of Israel will themselves face consequences. This proclamation embodies the theme of 
divine justice that runs throughout the prophetic literature. It affirms the belief that God will not only 
restore His people but will also rectify the wrongs they have suffered, suggesting that in the reckoning 
of divine justice, the oppressors will face their own captivity. The assurance that “all that prey upon 
thee will I give for a prey” serves as a promise that God will assume the role of defender and protector, 
transforming the current reality of shame into one of restoration and reclamation of dignity.

Jeremiah 30:17

"For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD; because 
they called thee an outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after."

Here, we encounter a powerful proclamation of healing and restoration. The phrase “I will restore 
health unto thee” signifies not just physical healing but also spiritual and communal restoration. God’s 
commitment to healing “thee of thy wounds” acknowledges the deep scars left by years of exile and 
sin. The context of being labeled as an "outcast" highlights the societal rejection that Israel felt; the 
mention of Zion speaks to their identity as God's chosen people. The promise of restoration flips the 
narrative of shame and abandonment, emphasizing that while they have been marginalized, God's 
intent is to reaffirm their value and worth. This verse serves as a beautiful reminder of God’s 
compassion and commitment to His people, affirming that no matter how dire the situation appears, His 
plan always includes healing, hope, and a call back into fellowship with Him.



Jeremiah 30:18

"Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will bring again the captivity of Jacob's tents, and have mercy 
on his dwellingplaces; and the city shall be builded upon her own heap, and the palace shall 
remain after the manner thereof."

In this verse, God continues to elaborate on His promise of restoration. The phrase “I will bring again 
the captivity of Jacob's tents” indicates a return to what was lost, emphasizing that even the very homes 
and livelihoods of the people will be restored. The promise of mercy towards “his dwellingplaces” 
underscores God’s compassion and attentiveness to their needs. The imagery of a city being “builded 
upon her own heap” symbolizes renewal and resurrection from ruins—what was once lying in 
destruction will be rebuilt, highlighting the transformative power of God. The mention that “the palace 
shall remain after the manner thereof” suggests stability and longevity in God's restoration efforts. 
Overall, this verse encapsulates themes of renewal and hope, promising that God can take what has 
been destroyed and not only restore it but also elevate it to a place of honor and dignity.

Jeremiah 30:19

"And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of them that make merry: and I will 
multiply them, and they shall not be few; I will also glorify them, and they shall not be small."

This verse expresses the joyous outcome of God’s restoration. The mention of “thanksgiving and the 
voice of them that make merry” points to a profound transformation in Israel’s emotional and spiritual 
state. The restoration not only involves physical and societal rebuilding but also an inner change—a 
return of joy and gratitude to the people. The promise to “multiply them” emphasizes that God’s 
blessings will overflow, ensuring that the community thrives rather than merely survives. By stating 
“they shall not be few,” God assures the Israelites of a renewed vitality both numerically and 
spiritually. The act of glorifying them symbolizes divine favor and acknowledgment, marking a 
significant turnaround from their previous state of disgrace. This verse highlights the continuity of 
God’s blessings and the vibrant life that emerges post-restoration, characterized by joy, celebration, and 
divine presence.

Jeremiah 30:20

"Their children also shall be as aforetime, and their congregation shall be established before me, 
and I will punish all that oppress them."

This verse points to the enduring legacy of God’s promise through future generations. The assurance 
that “their children also shall be as aforetime” underscores a return to prosperity and stability, 
suggesting that the next generation will experience the blessings of restoration firsthand. The mention 
of the congregation being “established before me” emphasizes a revival of communal worship and the 
centrality of God in their lives. It reassures the people that their relationship with God—their spiritual 
foundation—will be reestablished. Additionally, the declaration “I will punish all that oppress them” 
reinforces the theme of divine justice; God promises to confront and rectify the injustices faced by His 
people. This verse captures the dual themes of hope and accountability, where the Israelites can look 



forward to a flourishing future while knowing that God actively defends and protects them from their 
adversaries.

Jeremiah 30:21

"And their noble shall be of themselves, and their governor shall proceed from the midst of them; 
and I will cause him to draw near, and he shall approach unto me: for who is this that engaged 
his heart to approach unto me? saith the LORD."

In this verse, God promises a restoration of leadership within Israel. The statement “their noble shall be 
of themselves” suggests that true leadership will arise from within the community, signifying a return 
to authenticity and self-governance rather than reliance on outsider powers. This is indicative of a more 
profound and organic form of leadership that aligns with the people's values and needs. The promise 
that their governor will “proceed from the midst of them” implies a connection to their heritage and 
identity. The question “for who is this that engaged his heart to approach unto me?” suggests a high 
calling for their leaders, highlighting the condition of humility and dedication required for true 
leadership under God's mandate. This verse conveys the transformative vision of a nation led by those 
who are genuinely devoted to God, ensuring that their governance reflects His righteousness.

Jeremiah 30:22

"And ye shall be my people, and I will be your God."

This verse captures the essence of the covenant relationship between God and His people. The promise 
that “ye shall be my people” reinforces the idea of identity, community, and belonging that is restored 
in the aftermath of their trials. It signifies not only a return to their physical land but also a renewal of 
their spiritual commitment to God as their sovereign. The mutual affirmation, “I will be your God,” 
encapsulates the heart of the covenant—God’s protective care, guidance, and love. This verse serves as 
a summation of God’s promises throughout the chapter, affirming the reciprocal nature of their 
relationship. It evokes a sense of intimacy and commitment, where the people are called to live in 
accordance with their identity as God’s chosen ones, thereby establishing a foundation for living out 
faith actively and communally.

Jeremiah 30:23

"Behold, the whirlwind of the LORD goeth forth with fury, a continuing whirlwind: it shall fall 
with pain upon the head of the wicked."

This verse shifts to a tone of divine judgment. The imagery of “the whirlwind of the LORD” conveys 
both power and uncontrollable energy, suggesting an inevitable and consuming wrath directed against 
wickedness. The description as a “continuing whirlwind” signifies that this judgment is not a one-time 
event but a sustained action against injustice and wrongdoing. The phrase “it shall fall with pain upon 
the head of the wicked” indicates that such judgment will directly impact those who oppose God’s 
ways, emphasizing God’s active role in addressing evil. While Jeremiah presents promises of hope and 
restoration for the faithful, this verse serves as a reminder that divine justice prevails, and those who 



persist in wickedness ultimately face consequences. It reinforces the notion that the path of the 
righteous leads to restoration, while the path of the wicked is one that invites divine retribution.

Jeremiah 30:24

"The fierce anger of the LORD shall not return, until he have done it, and until he have 
performed the intents of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it."

In concluding the chapter, this verse foreshadows the ultimate fulfillment of God's plans. The phrase 
“fierce anger of the LORD shall not return” signifies a determination to carry out His justice and 
purposes, demonstrating that God’s judgment is both purposeful and inevitable. The assurance that He 
will perform “the intents of his heart” suggests that God's actions are consistent with His character and 
unyielding in their execution. This emphasis on the “latter days” points toward a future culmination of 
these prophetic promises; it is a call for the people to contemplate the complete scope of God’s 
redemptive plan. This verse serves as a theological anchor, inviting the faithful to reflect on how God’s 
overarching purposes are ultimately fulfilled, encouraging patience and trust in God's timing and 
righteousness.

This chapter encapsulates a profound message of hope, redemption, and justice. It reflects the deep love 
of God for His people while acknowledging the seriousness of their sin and the reality of their 
suffering. Each verse contributes to a tapestry of promises, setting the stage for a future where healing 
and restoration prevail alongside divine accountability and justice.

CHAPTER 31:

Jeremiah 31:1

"At the same time, saith the Lord, will I be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be 
my people."

In this verse, the Lord communicates a profound promise of restoration and relationship. The phrase "at 
the same time" indicates the moment when God's judgments will be tempered by His mercy, 
highlighting a pivotal shift from despair to hope. The mention of "all the families of Israel" symbolizes 
inclusivity, reinforcing that every segment of Israel, regardless of social status or background, is to be 
cherished by God. This establishes a covenantal relationship, where God commits to being their God, 
and in return, the Israelites are called to embody their identity as His people. It underscores the 
intimacy and personal nature of God's relationship with His people, reminding them of their 
significance and worth in His eyes.

Jeremiah 31:2

"Thus saith the Lord, The people which were left of the sword found grace in the wilderness; 
even Israel, when I went to cause him to rest."

This verse encapsulates the theme of survival and divine grace amid adversity. The reference to "the 
people which were left of the sword" calls to mind the remnant of Israel who endured the trials of exile 
and conflict, suggesting that despite horrific circumstances, there remained a faithful group whom God 



safeguarded. The "wilderness" represents a time of testing and transformation; it is in these challenging 
spaces that God's grace is often most vividly felt. The latter part of the verse, "when I went to cause 
him to rest," points to God's desire to bring peace and comfort to His people, indicating that restoration 
cannot merely be physical but must also encompass emotional and spiritual renewal, ultimately leading 
to a deep sense of security under God's protective care.

Jeremiah 31:3

"The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: 
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee."

Here, the Lord affirms His unchanging and eternal love for Israel. The phrase "hath appeared of old 
unto me" hints at the historical covenant and the manifold experiences of God's presence throughout 
Israel's journey. The declaration of "everlasting love" emphasizes that God's commitment to His people 
transcends time and human failings. This love is not conditional or transient; rather, it is the foundation 
of their relationship. The subsequent mention of "lovingkindness" speaks to the tender, compassionate 
aspect of God's nature, suggesting that His actions toward Israel flow from a heart of genuine care. The 
idea of being "drawn" indicates that God initiates this relationship; it is His love that invites His people 
into fellowship, underscoring the grace that comes before any human response.

Jeremiah 31:4

"Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt be adorned with 
thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry."

In this verse, God promises to restore and rebuild Israel. The phrase "Again I will build thee" speaks to 
the hope of renewal and suggests a divine action of reconstruction following the devastation of exile. 
By calling Israel "O virgin of Israel," God highlights both purity and the potential for rebirth; despite 
their past failures, a future of dignity is being promised. The reference to being "adorned with thy 
tabrets" and engaging in joyful "dances" evokes imagery of celebration and communal rejoicing. This 
indicates that the restoration will not only be physical but also a revitalization of their cultural and 
communal identity, allowing them to reclaim their joy and engage in the worship of the Lord. It’s a 
vivid picture of life returning to the nation, with festivities signaling a deep restoration of hope.

Jeremiah 31:5

"Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and shall eat 
them as common things."

Here, the imagery of planting vines serves as a metaphor for agricultural prosperity and the renewal of 
the land. The mention of "mountains of Samaria" indicates a specific geographical focus, signifying 
that even regions that suffered greatly will experience restoration. The act of planting reflects hope and 
investment in the future, as it suggests not only survival but abundant life. The phrase "shall eat them as 
common things" conveys that the blessings of the land will become a normalized part of their daily life; 
they will enjoy the fruits of their labor without fear or scarcity. This verse encapsulates the idea that 



God's restoration will bring about a flourishing that transforms the very fabric of society, allowing the 
people to live in joy and abundance.

Jeremiah 31:6

"For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let 
us go up to Zion unto the Lord our God."

This verse alludes to the prophetic role of watchmen, who are tasked with vigilance and the 
announcement of significant events. The "day" referenced indicates a future time of divine intervention 
and communal response. The watchmen on "mount Ephraim" symbolize those who would call the 
people to action, urging them to return to Zion, the symbolic center of worship and God's presence. The 
call to "arise" suggests readiness and urgency, implying a collective awakening among the Israelites to 
pursue a renewed relationship with God. It highlights the importance of community in the journey of 
faith, as they are encouraged to act together in their devotion and return. This verse paints a picture of 
hope-filled anticipation, with the people being invited into the divine embrace of worship and unity.

Jeremiah 31:7

"For thus saith the Lord; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations: 
publish ye, praise ye, and say, O Lord, save thy people, the remnant of Israel."

The directive to "sing with gladness" reflects celebration and acknowledgment of God’s goodness and 
sovereignty. "Jacob" symbolizes the entirety of the nation, and the joy expressed here is not only 
personal but communal. This verse calls on the Israelites to rejoice openly, conveying their experience 
of God's faithfulness to the surrounding nations, thus acting as witnesses to divine mercy. The 
command to "publish ye, praise ye, and say" emphasizes the need for proclamation and public 
acknowledgment of God's saving acts. As they call upon the Lord to "save thy people, the remnant of 
Israel," it reveals an understanding of the collective identity and the acknowledgment of a faithful 
remnant that God has preserved amidst challenges. This verse encapsulates the essence of hope, 
showing a community transformed by salvation and willingness to share that message widely.

Jeremiah 31:8

"Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, 
and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child 
together: a great company shall return thither."

In this powerful prophetic proclamation, God promises to gather His scattered people from the far 
corners of the earth, symbolized by the "north country" and "coasts of the earth." This illustrates not 
just a physical regathering but also a spiritual one, as all of Israel—including those marginalized or 
deemed less capable, such as "the blind and the lame," as well as mothers and children—are welcomed 
back. It indicates God's inclusivity; His restoration is comprehensive, ensuring everyone is cared for. 
The image of a "great company" returning signifies a movement filled with hope and unity, establishing 
that God’s redemptive purposes extend to all aspects of society, especially to those who may feel 
abandoned or powerless.



Jeremiah 31:9

"They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk 
by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to 
Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn."

This verse captures the emotional weight of return—those coming back to God and their homeland do 
so "with weeping," a reflection of both sorrow for past grief and joy for renewal. The phrase "with 
supplications" denotes earnestness in their relationship with God, indicating a humble desire for His 
guidance. The imagery of walking "by the rivers of waters in a straight way" is significant; it suggests 
provision, safety, and the promise of divine direction. It evokes a promise that their journey will be one 
of security and clarity, contrasting the chaos they have previously known. The comparison of God as "a 
father to Israel" and Ephraim as His "firstborn" illustrates an intimate, familial relationship, 
emphasizing the tenderness with which God cares for His people and the special place Israel has in His 
heart. This verse beautifully integrates themes of grief, guidance, and divine paternal love.

Jeremiah 31:10

"Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that 
scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock."

Here, God calls on the nations and distant islands to bear witness to His promises regarding Israel. The 
exhortation to "declare it in the isles afar off" emphasizes the universal scope of God’s plan—this is a 
message meant for all people, not just the immediate audience. The proclamation, "He that scattered 
Israel will gather him," reassures the people that God’s sovereign actions in their dispersion will be 
reversed. The imagery of God as a shepherd is profound; it speaks of protection, care, and a personal 
investment in the welfare of His flock. In identifying Himself as a shepherd, God assures His people of 
His commitment to guide them back to safety and security, reinforcing the nurturing and relational 
aspects of His leadership. This verse serves as both a promise and a declaration of God's authority and 
faithfulness to His covenant.

Jeremiah 31:11

"For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger 
than he."

In this verse, the focus is on God's redemptive act towards Jacob, representing the entire nation of 
Israel. The term "redeemed" carries rich theological significance, suggesting deliverance through a 
price paid, indicating that their release from bondage and oppression was initiated by God’s passionate 
commitment. "Ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than he" reflects the dire 
circumstances Israel faced, acknowledging their vulnerability and the power of their captors. Yet, this 
assertion of divine intervention underscores that no earthly power can thwart God's purpose for His 
people. It serves to highlight the transformative nature of God’s salvation, reinforcing the idea that He 
intervenes on behalf of the weak and downtrodden, providing hope and freedom where there seems to 
be none.



Jeremiah 31:12

"Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness 
of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the herd: 
and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all."

This verse portrays a picturesque return to Zion, marked by joy and abundance as the people come 
together to celebrate God’s goodness. The imagery of singing "in the height of Zion" signifies both 
exaltation and a literal elevation to a place of worship and communion with God. The phrase "shall 
flow together to the goodness of the Lord" illustrates a communal aspect, emphasizing that they will 
gather not merely as individuals but as a united people in acknowledgment of God's blessings. The 
specific mention of "wheat, and for wine, and for oil" symbolizes the abundance of agricultural 
produce when divine favor rests upon them. The imagery of their souls being "as a watered garden" 
evokes a sense of flourishing life and vitality; this metaphor emphasizes the deep satisfaction that 
comes from God’s presence. The assurance that "they shall not sorrow any more at all" is a powerful 
conclusion, emphasizing the complete reversal of sorrow experienced through restoration and renewal.

Jeremiah 31:13

"Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together: for I will turn their 
mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow."

This verse continues the themes of joy and celebration following restoration. The call for the "virgin" to 
rejoice in dance, alongside "both young men and old together," presents a picture of unity across 
generations, indicating that the entire community partakes in this celebration. It signifies a return to life 
where joy and laughter replace past grief. The promise that God will "turn their mourning into joy" is a 
powerful declaration of emotional and spiritual transformation; it emphasizes God’s active role in 
revising their narrative from grief to celebration. Furthermore, the assurance that "I will comfort them, 
and make them rejoice from their sorrow" reaffirms God’s compassionate character. He does not 
merely restore their circumstances but also their hearts, providing a profound emotional healing that 
accompanies the physical act of restoration, ensuring that His people can truly reclaim joy.

Jeremiah 31:14

"And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my 
goodness, saith the Lord."

In this verse, God promises to richly provide for both the priests and the people, indicating that spiritual 
leaders will receive abundant blessings ("satiate the soul of the priests with fatness"). This provision 
reflects God’s generosity and commitment to the sustenance of those who serve Him and lead His 
people in worship. The phrase "my people shall be satisfied with my goodness" emphasizes a deep 
spiritual satisfaction that only comes from a relationship with God. It signifies that God’s benevolence 
will lead to fulfillment and contentment among His people, establishing a holistic sense of well-being 
that encompasses both physical and spiritual needs. The use of "goodness" points to the inherent nature 
of God being generous, kind, and nurturing toward those who seek Him. This verse starkly contrasts 



the past pain and inadequacy experienced during exile, portraying a future overflowing with divine 
favor and abundant grace.

Jeremiah 31:15

"Thus saith the Lord; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rachel 
weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not."

This verse poignantly captures sorrow and loss, referring specifically to the historical context of 
Rachel, who is emblematic of motherhood and familial love in Hebrew scripture. The mention of 
"Ramah" aligns with the biblical narrative of the Babylonian exile and evokes feelings of mourning, as 
it was a site of great tragedy. Rachel’s lamentation symbolizes the collective grief of the Israelites, 
mourning the loss of their children taken into exile or killed during violent upheavals. The phrase 
"refused to be comforted" indicates the depth of despair, a sorrow that feels unbearable and unending. 
This verse serves as a historical and emotional anchor, recognizing the scars left from suffering and the 
lasting impact of loss on the collective identity of the people.

Jeremiah 31:16

"Thus saith the Lord; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work 
shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; and they shall come again from the land of the enemy."

In contrast to the preceding verse of sorrow comes this divine counsel of hope and assurance. God 
commands a cessation of weeping, indicating the transition from mourning to a dawning promise of 
restoration. The mention of "thy work shall be rewarded" signifies that the faithfulness and 
perseverance of His people through trials will not go unnoticed by God; He sees their struggles, and 
His redemptive plan will affirm their efforts. The promise that "they shall come again from the land of 
the enemy" solidifies the hope of return and restoration, reinforcing the idea that God is actively 
working to reclaim what was lost. This verse encapsulates the tension between grief and hope, 
portraying a narrative where lamentation gives way to joy and fulfillment through God’s faithfulness.

Jeremiah 31:17

"And there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy children shall come again to their own 
border."

This verse encapsulates a powerful message of hope for the future. The phrase "there is hope in thine 
end" suggests that despite the current circumstances of loss and despair, a redemptive future awaits, 
where restoration becomes possible. It directly addresses the fears regarding the future of the children, 
assuring the people that their lineage and legacy will not be lost. "That thy children shall come again to 
their own border" emphasizes the promise of a homecoming to their ancestral land, fulfilling God's 
covenant promises. This assurance serves as a rallying cry for the generation living in exile, reminding 
them that God's intentions are ultimately for restoration and continuity. This emphasizes that while 
sorrow may have marked their present, God’s plans hold an intrinsic promise of renewal and a return to 
rightful belonging.



Jeremiah 31:18

"I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast chastised me, and I was 
chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be turned; for thou 
art the Lord my God."

In this verse, the Lord acknowledges Ephraim's deep sorrow and recognition of his sinfulness. The 
phrase "I have surely heard" indicates God's attentive ear to His people's cries and their 
acknowledgment of God's discipline. Ephraim likens himself to "a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke," 
illustrating the struggle and difficulty in yielding to God’s correction. This metaphor captures the pain 
of being under discipline and the desire for transformation. The request, "turn thou me, and I shall be 
turned," conveys an understanding of the need for divine assistance in the process of repentance and 
restoration. In acknowledging God as "the Lord my God," Ephraim expresses trust and submission. 
This verse beautifully portrays the dynamics of divine discipline, repentance, and the hope of 
restoration contingent on God's grace.

Jeremiah 31:19

"Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and after that I was instructed, I smote upon my 
thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth."

Here, the process of repentance and understanding unfolds. Ephraim recognizes the steps in the journey 
back to God post-discipline: first turning to God, then experiencing true repentance, followed by a 
newfound understanding and instruction. The action of "smote upon my thigh" signifies emotional pain 
and the weight of acknowledgment regarding past mistakes. The shame expressed—"I was ashamed, 
yea, even confounded"—highlights the deep internal struggle faced when confronting one’s 
shortcomings and the burden of past sins. The phrase "the reproach of my youth" suggests a lingering 
sense of guilt over youthful indiscretions and disobedience. This verse poignantly illustrates the 
transformative power of repentance, as it leads one to a place of humility and sincere acknowledgment 
of one’s need for God’s mercy and grace.

Jeremiah 31:20

"Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since I spake against him, I do earnestly 
remember him still: therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon 
him, saith the Lord."

In this verse, God reveals His paternal affection for Ephraim, asking rhetorical questions that 
emphasize the deep emotional connection He has with His people. The terms "dear son" and "pleasant 
child" suggest a relationship filled with love and endearment. Despite having spoken against Ephraim 
due to their waywardness, God continues to hold them dear in His heart; "I do earnestly remember him 
still" shows that God’s thoughts toward Ephraim are filled with compassion, not condemnation. The 
phrase "my bowels are troubled for him" expresses a visceral sense of concern and empathy, 
reinforcing God’s readiness to offer forgiveness and mercy. The declaration, "I will surely have mercy 
upon him," is a powerful promise, signifying that God's willingness to restore and redeem far 
outweighs His anger, opening the door to healing and renewal.



Jeremiah 31:21

"Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps: set thine heart toward the highway, even the way 
which thou wentest: turn again, O virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy cities."

In this verse, God instructs His people to take deliberate action in their journey of return and 
restoration. The phrase "set thee up waymarks" evokes the imagery of signposts that guide travelers 
and encourage them to remember the way they have come. "Make thee high heaps" symbolizes the 
memorializing of significant moments in their journey, encouraging reflection upon their past 
experiences. The suggestion to "set thine heart toward the highway" indicates not only a physical 
direction to follow but also an emotional and spiritual one—calling them to prepare themselves for the 
journey back to their identity and purpose. The call to "turn again, O virgin of Israel" serves as an 
invitation to renewal, prompting them to reclaim their rightful place within their cities and their 
covenant with God. This verse encapsulates the blending of memory, intention, and action in the 
process of redemption.

Jeremiah 31:22

"How long wilt thou go about, O thou backsliding daughter? for the Lord hath created a new 
thing in the earth, A woman shall compass a man."

This verse expresses God’s longing for His people to return to Him, questioning the prolonged period 
of their wandering and rebellion. The term "backsliding daughter" highlights the relational and familial 
nature of this admonition, as God identifies with them in His desire for their faithfulness. The rhetorical 
question emphasizes the urgency of their situation, calling them to recognize their need for return. The 
proclamation of "the Lord hath created a new thing in the earth" points to God's transformative power, 
opening the door to unprecedented possibilities for the people. The statement "A woman shall compass 
a man" can be understood as an affirmation of new relationships and dynamics, including redefined 
roles and the breaking of social and relational norms, suggesting that restoration will lead to new forms 
of community and connection under God's redemptive plan. 

Jeremiah 31:23

"Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; They shall yet at once see with their own eyes 
the return of the captivity of Judah and the return of the captivity of Israel."

This verse carries a sense of anticipation and assurance regarding the future for both Judah and Israel. 
The phrase "they shall yet at once see with their own eyes" highlights the certainty and immediacy of 
God's promise of restoration; it indicates that the people will witness the fulfillment of His word 
firsthand. The references to the "return of the captivity of Judah and the return of the captivity of Israel" 
demonstrate a unifying promise that extends not only to one tribe but encompasses the entirety of the 
nation—indicating a significant reunion and reformation following a time of division and hardship. The 
verse speaks to God’s authority as "the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel," emphasizing His sovereign 
power to orchestrate such a monumental return, inspiring hope in a community that has long yearned 
for their restoration.



Jeremiah 31:24

"And they shall dwell in Judah itself, and in all the cities thereof together, husbandmen, and they 
that go forth with flocks."

This verse paints a picture of a restored and stable community living together in Judah, emphasizing 
the promise of not only return but also communal prosperity. The reference to "husbandmen" (farmers) 
and those "that go forth with flocks" symbolizes the revival of agriculture and pastoral life, indicating a 
rebuilding of the economy and livelihoods. It illustrates a return to their traditional ways of life, now 
marked by God's provision and blessing. This communal living, "in all the cities thereof together," 
underscores unity, reinforcing that the restoration is comprehensive, impacting families and 
communities across Judah. The assurance of God's presence in their midst provides the foundation for 
hope and security as they settle back into their land, reflecting the promises of abundance and harmony 
among those who have endured so much loss.

Jeremiah 31:25

"For I have satiated the weary soul, and I have replenished every sorrowful soul."

In this verse, God speaks of His intimate and restorative care for His people, emphasizing His role as 
the one who brings healing and renewal. The phrase "I have satiated the weary soul" conveys a 
profound sense of peace and fulfillment; God provides rest and satisfaction for those who have faced 
exhaustion and hardship. "I have replenished every sorrowful soul" further underscores His nurturing 
touch, indicating that God not only sees the pain of His people but actively works to replenish their 
spirits and restore their strength. This verse encapsulates the divine promise of emotional and spiritual 
renewal, highlighting that in God's presence, there is comfort and restoration for every heart burdened 
by sorrow. It emphasizes the compassionate nature of God's relationship with His people, assuring 
them that their wounds will not only be healed but transformed into a new strength.

Jeremiah 31:26

"Upon this I awaked, and beheld; and my sleep was sweet unto me."

This verse transitions into a reflection of the profound impact of God's promises upon the heart of the 
prophet. The phrase "Upon this I awaked" implies a moment of realization or enlightenment; that upon 
reflecting on God’s assurances, the weight of hope replaces despair. The reference to "my sleep was 
sweet unto me" metaphorically communicates peace and comfort that descend upon the one who has 
been weary or troubled. It suggests that in understanding God’s redemptive plans, worry and distress 
yield a sense of tranquility, reflecting a deep trust in God’s provision and future. This verse emphasizes 
the restorative power of faith, highlighting how divine promises can lead to renewed hope and a restful 
spirit, encouraging others to cultivate a similar trust in God.

Jeremiah 31:27

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah 
with the seed of man and with the seed of beast."



In this verse, God declares a time of new beginnings and growth for both Israel and Judah. The imagery 
of sowing suggests not just the act of planting seeds but the promise of fruitful abundance and new life. 
"The seed of man and with the seed of beast" encompasses both humanity and animal life, indicating 
that God’s blessings will extend broadly to all aspects of creation within the covenant community. This 
promise reflects the restoration of both the people and their livelihoods, including agriculture and 
animal husbandry, which were foundational to their society. The use of "Behold, the days come" 
denotes urgency and certainty regarding God’s plan; it communicates that a transformative era awaits, 
filled with hope and renewal for the entire people of God, inviting them to anticipate the flourishing 
that will arise from divine intervention.

Jeremiah 31:28

"And it shall come to pass, that like as I have watched over them, to pluck up, and to break 
down, and to throw down, and to destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them, to build, and 
to plant, saith the Lord."

This verse presents a strong contrast between the former judgments enacted by God and the 
forthcoming positive actions He will take. The phrase "like as I have watched over them" emphasizes 
God's active role in both blessing and disciplining His people. The actions of "to pluck up, and to break 
down, and to throw down, and to destroy, and to afflict" refer to the judgment faced during their exile 
and trials, serving as a reminder of the consequences of disobedience. However, the promise that "so 
will I watch over them, to build, and to plant" signifies a profound shift towards restoration and hope. 
God’s vigilant care is no longer one of destruction but of nurturing and creating life anew. This verse 
encapsulates the essence of God’s redemptive nature; His faithful watch over His people will lead them 
from ruin back to the promise of flourishing and growth. It reflects both the gravity of past 
consequences and the depth of hope in God’s unwavering commitment to restoration.

Jeremiah 31:29

"In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children's 
teeth are set on edge."

This verse addresses a common proverb used to express personal accountability and the dynamics of 
generational sin. The phrase "The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children's teeth are set on 
edge" illustrates the idea that the consequences of one generation's actions are affecting the next. 
However, God declares that such sayings will no longer be uttered, implying a break from the cycle of 
generational blame and suffering. This marks a new era of individual responsibility and accountability, 
highlighting that each person will bear their own consequences. The promise suggests a transforming 
of relationships and a future where the community is no longer weighed down by the failures of the 
past. It captures the essence of renewal, leading to personal ownership of faith and behavior rather than 
relying on the legacy of previous generations.

Jeremiah 31:30

"But every one shall die for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall 
be set on edge."



Similar to the previous verse, God reinforces the idea of personal accountability. The declaration "every 
one shall die for his own iniquity" emphasizes that each individual will be responsible for their actions 
and choices. This marks a significant theological shift from the communal understanding of 
punishment toward a more individualistic approach to justice and accountability. The repetition of 
"every man that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall be set on edge" serves to solidify the analogy, 
illustrating the direct consequence of one’s actions. This assertion implies that in restoration, there will 
be clarity regarding personal responsibility, as each person's journey with God is unique. Through this 
delineation, God’s justice is maintained while simultaneously allowing for redemption and personal 
transformation.

Jeremiah 31:31

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah."

In this pivotal verse, God announces the establishment of a "new covenant," a profound promise that 
signifies a transformative shift in the relationship between God and His people. This declaration, 
prefaced with "Behold, the days come," emphasizes the imminent nature of this promise. Unlike the 
previous covenant, which was based on adherence to the law and rituals, this new covenant will focus 
on internal transformation and an intimate relationship with God, suggesting a more personal and 
profound connection. The explicit mention of "the house of Israel and the house of Judah" reinforces 
the unification of both groups in this new promise. This verse anticipates the fulfillment of God's 
redemptive plan through Jesus Christ, who brings the covenant to fruition, offering grace and 
relationship over law, establishing a deep-seated spiritual communion that allows for a renewal of 
hearts and lives.

Jeremiah 31:32

"Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was a 
husband unto them, saith the Lord."

This verse contrasts the new covenant with the previous one established during the Exodus. By stating, 
"Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers," God clarifies that this new covenant will 
not be based on the same terms as the Mosaic covenant—marked by laws and external observance. The 
reference to God "taking them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt" evokes the intimacy 
and care of God's early leadership, highlighting that despite this loving guidance, the people "brake" 
the covenant. The poignant remark that He was "a husband unto them" showcases God's deep 
commitment and fidelity to Israel, despite their unfaithfulness. This verse captures the tension between 
divine love and human disobedience, setting the stage for the need for a new covenant that would 
transform hearts rather than relying solely on external obedience.



Jeremiah 31:33

"But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith 
the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their 
God, and they shall be my people."

This verse outlines the transformative nature of the new covenant, emphasizing an internal relationship 
with God that surpasses mere external compliance. By stating, "I will put my law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts," God indicates that obedience and connection will no longer be an exercise 
of mere duty but a matter of the heart. This signifies a deep renewal where God's principles and love 
are naturally integrated into the lives of His people. The subsequent affirmation, "will be their God, and 
they shall be my people," reflects the return to a covenantal relationship, highlighting mutual belonging 
and commitment. This new dynamic emphasizes intimacy with God, showcasing the fulfillment of 
promises that prioritize personal relationship and the internalization of faith over ritual adherence.

Jeremiah 31:34

"And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know 
the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more."

In this verse, God describes a time when knowledge of Him will be intrinsic to each person. The 
statement "they shall teach no more every man his neighbor" suggests that personal knowledge of God 
will no longer be contingent upon external teaching or mediation; instead, each individual will have 
direct access to God, fostering deep personal relationships. The phrase "for they shall all know me" 
signifies inclusivity—everyone, regardless of social or personal status, will experience direct 
connection with God. This knowledge is connected to God’s gracious nature, as He declares, "I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more." This illustrates the depth of God’s mercy 
and the transformative power of forgiveness, ensuring that the burdens of sin and guilt no longer define 
His people, paving the way for a future built on grace and restored relationship.

Jeremiah 31:35

"Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon 
and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; the Lord 
of hosts is his name:"

In this verse, God affirms His sovereignty and the unwavering reliability of His creation as a testimony 
to His faithfulness. By referencing the natural order, including "the sun for a light by day" and the 
"moon and stars for a light by night," God establishes a relationship between the constancy of the 
universe and His promises to His people. This declaration serves to reinforce that just as these celestial 
bodies operate according to His design, so too will His promises be fulfilled. The mention of "which 
divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar" further emphasizes God’s power over chaos and nature, 
reinforcing His role as protector and deliverer. This verse encapsulates the majesty of God’s character, 
encouraging His people to find confidence in His authority and nurturing assurance that He holds all 
things together.



Jeremiah 31:36

"If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the Lord, then the seed of Israel also shall 
cease from being a nation before me for ever."

In this verse, God sets a conditional statement that anchors His promise to the permanence of the 
natural order. The phrase "If those ordinances depart from before me" refers to the unyielding laws of 
nature and creation—if these were to cease, then it might indicate a similar cessation of God's 
relationship with Israel. However, God unequivocally states that for Israel to cease as a nation before 
Him would require divine alteration of creation itself. This assertion emphasizes the strength and 
permanence of God's covenant with Israel, highlighting that just as the natural order is fixed and stable, 
so too is His commitment to His people. This verse serves to instill hope and assurance in Israel as they 
face their restoration, affirming that God’s promises are as steadfast as the cosmos He created.

Jeremiah 31:37

"Thus saith the Lord; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth 
searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the 
Lord."

This verse further emphasizes the unconditional nature of God’s covenant with Israel. By stating, "If 
heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out," God sets an impossibly 
high standard for human achievement to illustrate that His commitment to Israel is unwavering and 
unbreakable. The rhetorical nature of this statement highlights the futility of attempting to quantify or 
fully grasp God's creation, reaffirming His omnipotence. The conclusion, "I will also cast off all the 
seed of Israel for all that they have done," expresses that no amount of wrongdoing from Israel will 
sever the bonds of their covenantal relationship. This assures the people of God’s faithfulness, offering 
hope that even amidst their failures, they remain secure in His love and commitment.

Jeremiah 31:38

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the city shall be built to the Lord from the tower of 
Hananeel unto the gate of the corner."

In this verse, God begins to paint a picture of restoration and renewal for Jerusalem, indicating a time 
when the city will be rebuilt into a place that honors Him. The reference to “the tower of Hananeel” 
and “the gate of the corner” specifies physical locations within the city, suggesting a comprehensive 
transformation of the city’s infrastructure. This emphasizes that God is not only concerned with the 
spiritual restoration of His people but also with the physical spaces they inhabit. The phrase "the city 
shall be built to the Lord" underscores the intent that the rebuilding will be for God’s glory and 
purpose, signifying His desire for a community that embodies worship, faithfulness, and devotion. This 
verse serves as a powerful proclamation of hope for the future, where the tangible restoration of the city 
reflects the overarching theme of renewal in the life of His people.



Jeremiah 31:39

"And the measuring line shall yet go forth over against it upon the hill Gareb, and shall compass 
about to Goath."

In this verse, the imagery of "the measuring line" indicates plans for construction and expansion, 
reinforcing the notion of intentionality in Jerusalem's rebuilding. The mention of specific geographical 
features such as "the hill Gareb" and "Goath" points to a precise restoration effort, suggesting that the 
city will not only be rebuilt but also enlarged in a manner that is well-planned and purposeful. This 
conveys the assurance of God’s meticulous attention to detail and His divine blueprint for restoration. 
The act of measuring signifies God’s authority and control over the process, reinforcing that this 
endeavor is orchestrated under divine guidance. This promise assures the people that their future will 
be marked by divine provision and oversight, laying the groundwork for a thriving society dedicated to 
the Lord.

Jeremiah 31:40

"And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of 
Kidron, unto the corner of the horse gate toward the east, shall be holy unto the Lord; it shall not 
be plucked up, nor thrown down any more for ever."

This final verse in Jeremiah 31 culminates the chapter with a profound declaration about transformation 
and holiness. The mention of "the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes" evokes imagery of 
desolation and death, yet God promises that this place will become "holy unto the Lord." This signifies 
a complete reversal of what was once a place of mourning and destruction into a space of sanctity and 
divine presence. By declaring that these areas shall "not be plucked up, nor thrown down any more 
forever," God emphasizes that the restoration will be permanent and unshakeable. This underscores the 
theme of hope and complete restoration for the people, encapsulating the assurance of peace and 
security in their renewed relationship with God. The finality of "forever" amplifies the joy and certainty 
of this promise, affirming that all that God has undertaken will endure through time, establishing a 
lasting foundation for His people.

CHAPTER 32:

Jeremiah 32:1

Verse: "The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, 
which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar."

In this opening verse, we set the historical context and timing for the prophecy that follows. The 
mention of Zedekiah, the last king of Judah, signifies a period of intense turmoil and impending 
disaster for the nation, as Jerusalem is on the brink of besiegement by the Babylonian forces led by 
King Nebuchadnezzar. This chapter begins with an authoritative declaration that this word is not 
merely Jeremiah's own thoughts or opinions but is divinely inspired by God. The specificity of the time 
frame helps establish the prophetic nature of Jeremiah's message, encouraging readers to understand 



the gravity of the situation and the urgency of God’s communications during this critical moment for 
Judah.

Jeremiah 32:2

Verse: "For then the king of Babylon's army besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up 
in the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah’s house."

Here, we see the dire circumstances surrounding Jeremiah. Confined within the prison court, he is cut 
off from the public ministry and the very people he is meant to serve. The siege by the Babylonian 
army serves as a powerful backdrop, amplifying the tension and sense of hopelessness within 
Jerusalem. This imprisonment symbolizes not only Jeremiah's physical limitations but also the social 
and spiritual barrenness of Judah at that moment. The oppressive atmosphere underscores the 
persecution that God’s messengers often endure, even when delivering messages of impending doom 
intended to call the people to repentance.

Jeremiah 32:3

Verse: "For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou prophesy and say, 
Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take 
it."

In this verse, we witness King Zedekiah's defensiveness and resistance to Jeremiah's prophetic words. 
Zedekiah's decision to imprison Jeremiah is a striking example of how leaders can react to 
uncomfortable truths. Instead of heeding the warning, he attempts to silence the prophet, fearing the 
implications of such a prophecy on his authority and the morale of his people. This power struggle 
highlights the conflict between divine truth and human governance, where the king cannot accept the 
reality of God's judgment that Jeremiah has been commissioned to proclaim. The phrasing “Thus saith 
the Lord” emphasizes that the message comes with divine authority, affirming Jeremiah’s role as a true 
prophet.

Jeremiah 32:4

Verse: "And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely 
be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to mouth, and his 
eyes shall behold his eyes."

God's decree through Jeremiah prophesies the fate of Zedekiah, detailing a grim outcome that he 
cannot avoid. Despite the king’s attempts to resist divine will, the prophecy underscores the 
inescapability of God's judgment. The intimate nature of Zedekiah's encounter with Nebuchadnezzar, 
as indicated by “speak with him mouth to mouth,” suggests a personal confrontation that underscores 
his defeat. Furthermore, the imagery of seeing with one's own eyes symbolizes not just his recognition 
of defeat, but also a direct acknowledgment of the consequences stemming from his rebellion against 
God. This prophecy not only reflects Zedekiah's future but serves as a sobering reminder of the 
overarching authority God holds over nations and their leaders.



Jeremiah 32:5

Verse: "And he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit him, saith the Lord: 
though ye fight with the Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper."

This verse clearly lays out the aftermath of Zedekiah's rule, specifically his exile to Babylon. The 
phrase "and there shall he be until I visit him" suggests a period of isolation and possibly reflection on 
his choices. God's promise of visitation indicates that Zedekiah's fate is ultimately governed by God's 
sovereignty, which includes a possibility for future accountability. The reference to the futility of their 
resistance against the Chaldeans reinforces the theme of divine supremacy; no matter how much they 
might strategize or prepare for battle, their efforts will be in vain if they oppose God's will. This serves 
as a powerful reminder that spiritual conditioning often must precede physical victory.

Jeremiah 32:6

Verse: "And Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came unto me, saying,"

Jeremiah’s affirmation that the word of the Lord came to him reinforces his role as a prophet, assuring 
the reader that what follows is divinely inspired. It signals a transition in the narrative where God's 
intimate communication with Jeremiah continues amidst trial and tribulation. This ongoing relationship 
illustrates the faithfulness of God in providing direction and revealing His purposes, regardless of the 
external chaos surrounding the nation. This moment further strengthens the bond between the prophet 
and divine will, illustrating that even during times of captivity and hardship, the voice of God still 
speaks, offering hope and instructions for the future.

Jeremiah 32:7

Verse: "Behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto thee, saying, Buy thee my 
field that is in Anathoth: for the right of redemption is thine to buy it."

In this verse, God reveals a specific and unique command for Jeremiah: to purchase a field belonging to 
his family in Anathoth. This act serves a dual purpose: it symbolizes hope and God’s promise of 
restoration to Judah, even in the face of impending destruction. The "right of redemption" signifies both 
familial duty and divine promise—it is through this purchase that the legacy of land and the future of 
God’s people are reinforced. By instructing Jeremiah to invest in real estate during a time of siege, the 
act becomes a prophetic declaration that despite the current circumstances, God's covenant with Israel 
remains intact. It emphasizes that God's plans for His people include a return to their land, thus 
foreshadowing future restoration.

Jeremiah 32:8

Verse: "So Hanameel mine uncle's son came to me in the court of the prison according to the word of 
the Lord, and said unto me, Buy my field, I pray thee, that is in Anathoth: for the country is in thine 
hand to redeem it."

Jeremiah’s response to his uncle’s son, Hanameel, fulfills God’s prior instruction and marks an act of 
faith in a seemingly impossible situation. The fact that Hanameel approaches Jeremiah in prison 



illustrates the personal and societal chaos surrounding the nation, yet even there, God's plan is 
unfolding. By initiating a transaction grounded in faith and obedience, Jeremiah demonstrates to the 
people that the story of their land and identity is not over; there remains potential for redemption and 
recovery. This moment encapsulates the paradox of faith—where Jeremiah invests in the land despite 
the siege—representing a trust in God's promise that transcends immediate circumstances.

Jeremiah 32:9

Verse: "And I bought the field of Hanameel my uncle's son that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the 
money, even seventeen shekels of silver."

The actual transaction of purchasing the field marks a concrete step in Jeremiah's faith-filled obedience 
to God's directive. By weighing out seventeen shekels of silver, the act becomes public and legally 
binding, symbolizing both Jeremiah’s investment and his belief in God’s promises. The purchase 
signifies hope for the future: even though Jerusalem is under siege, the land will hold significance 
again, and by securing it, Jeremiah affirms the belief that God will once again restore and bless His 
people. Every detail in this transaction also emphasizes the process of redemption in action, 
demonstrating that even in challenging times, the promise of God is tangible and relevant.

Jeremiah 32:10

Verse: "And I subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and weighed him the money 
in the balances."

With this verse, we observe the formalities involved in the purchase, demonstrating Jeremiah's 
compliance with legal customs and protocols. The act of subscribing and sealing the deed ensures that 
this transaction is legitimate and official within the context of their society. By taking witnesses, 
Jeremiah publicly legitimizes his commitment to God's promises amidst despair. The careful attention 
to detail in weighing the money signifies integrity in the transaction and a confidence in future 
restoration. This complexity underscores the importance of community and accountability in moments 
of obedience to God, as Jeremiah actively involves those around him in his prophetic action.

Jeremiah 32:11

Verse: "So I took the evidence of the purchase, both that which was sealed according to the law and 
custom, and that which was open:"

Jeremiah’s meticulousness in taking both sealed and open evidence of the purchase reinforces the 
gravity of this prophetic act. The distinction between the sealed document, which guarantees the rights 
of ownership, and the open document—the informal record—illustrates different layers of truth and 
assurance in God’s promises. By contrasting these approaches, the narrative emphasizes the dual nature 
of God's dealings: the tangible, culturally-accepted processes we navigate and the spiritual realities that 
are unfolding behind the scenes. This cohesive action of taking the evidence signifies both a personal 
and communal affirmation of faith amid uncertainty.



Jeremiah 32:12

Verse: "And I gave the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, 
in the sight of Hanameel mine uncle's son, and in the presence of the witnesses that subscribed the book 
of the purchase before all the Jews that sat in the court of the prison."

This verse highlights the significance of the witnesses present during the transaction, reinforcing the 
community's involvement and acknowledgment of what has transpired. By entrusting the evidence of 
purchase to Baruch, who is a trusted scribe, Jeremiah ensures that the testament to this act of faith is 
preserved for future generations. The presence of witnesses enhances the credibility of the act, 
affirming that God’s promises are not just personal but are valid for the entire nation. This public 
declaration captures a pivotal moment in Jeremiah's ministry, where faith intersects with communal 
expectation, fostering hope amid despair for the people of Judah.

Jeremiah 32:13

Verse: "And I charged Baruch before them, saying,"

Jeremiah's directive to Baruch to communicate the significance of the purchase highlights an essential 
feature of prophetic ministry: the transmission of divine messages and acts to the people. The act of 
charging Baruch signifies the seriousness with which Jeremiah views this purchase; it's not mere real 
estate—it represents hope and the eventual restoration promised by God to His people. This 
responsibility showcases Baruch as a key figure who will help sustain the memory of God’s word 
during a period when the people may struggle to see beyond their circumstances. By commissioning 
Baruch, Jeremiah emphasizes the communal aspect of faith, illustrating that the capturing of divine 
promises must extend beyond individual experiences.

Jeremiah 32:14

Verse: "Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Take these evidences, this evidence of the 
purchase, both which is sealed, and this evidence which is open; and put them in an earthen vessel, that 
they may continue many days."

In this verse, God speaks through Jeremiah, declaring the purpose behind the purchase and the 
significance of preserving the documents in an earthen vessel. The earthen vessel symbolizes fragility, 
yet it is strong enough to preserve valuable things that will last for years. This act of safeguarding 
emphasizes the longevity of God's promises for His people, reassuring them that despite their current 
captivity and turmoil, His covenant remains intact. This prophetic action is a tangible act of 
remembrance for future generations, affirming an enduring hope that transcends present sufferings, and 
serves as a symbolic reminder of the return to their land.

Jeremiah 32:15

Verse: "For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Houses and fields and vineyards shall be 
possessed again in this land."



God's proclamation through Jeremiah encapsulates the hope of restoration, providing a breath of fresh 
air in the midst of despair. Despite the chaos surrounding the nation—including the siege and imminent 
exile—God reassures His people that they will once again dwell in and possess their land. This promise 
of restored ownership over “houses and fields and vineyards” signifies not merely a return to physical 
properties but the reaffirmation of their identity as a covenant people. This verse resonates with the 
core message of hope and the unbreakable bond between God and Israel, emphasizing that restoration 
is part of God's divine plan, even when circumstances may suggest otherwise.

Jeremiah 32:16

Verse: "Now when I had delivered the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, I 
prayed unto the Lord, saying,"

Jeremiah’s prayer after the transaction signals a deep reliance on God and an acknowledgment of the 
significance of the act he has just completed. With the evidence now secured and entrusted to Baruch, 
Jeremiah turns to God not just in gratitude but likely seeking reassurance and understanding of God's 
overarching plan amidst the unfolding calamities. This moment underscores the prophet's vulnerability, 
reflecting on the gravity of the situation while actively engaging in dialogue with God. It showcases the 
importance of prayer as a means of seeking divine wisdom and comfort, particularly in times of 
uncertainty.

Jeremiah 32:17

Verse: "Ah Lord God! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and 
stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee:"

In this heartfelt proclamation, Jeremiah acknowledges God's sovereignty and omnipotence. This 
declaration reflects both recognition and worship; it emphasizes God's creative authority and reinforces 
the belief that He can act even in dire circumstances. Despite the siege and threat of exile, Jeremiah's 
declaration implies a trust that God is capable of accomplishing His promises. It is a moment of 
reverent trust that calls on God's nature as the Creator, presenting a contrast between human limitations 
and divine capabilities. This acknowledgment serves as a foundation for his plea, reflecting the 
intertwining of faith and dependence on God’s abilities to intervene in hopeless situations.

Jeremiah 32:18

Verse: "Thou shewest lovingkindness unto thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of the fathers into 
the bosom of their children after them: the great, the mighty God, the Lord of hosts, is his name,"

Jeremiah articulates God's character, reflecting on His lovingkindness toward His people and the justice 
that He administers. The contrast between compassion for the thousands and the consequences of sin 
on future generations underscores the seriousness of communal heritage and the repercussive nature of 
sin. Jeremiah acknowledges the duality of God's nature—He is both merciful and just. By recognizing 
God as “the great, the mighty God, the Lord of hosts,” he is emphasizing God's strength and His 
authority over all circumstances, including the trials faced by His people. This reflection on divine 



attributes serves to bolster Jeremiah’s faith and affirm the hope of restoration despite the nation’s 
collective failures.

Jeremiah 32:19

Verse: "Great in counsel, and mighty in work: for thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons of 
men: to give every one according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings."

This verse lauds God’s wisdom and omniscience, highlighting that God’s counsel is incomparable and 
His actions are both powerful and purposeful. The assurance that “thine eyes are open” serves as a 
reminder that God is always aware of the actions and intentions of humanity, reinforcing His role as 
both judge and sustainer. It communicates the truth that God's justice is based on His absolute 
knowledge of people's deeds, linking divine oversight to the outcomes of human behavior. This 
acknowledgment also aligns with the larger theme of Jeremiah’s prophecies—God responds to the 
hearts of men, and His dealings with Israel are divinely measured and ultimately rooted in His perfect 
justice and authority.

Jeremiah 32:20

Verse: "Which hast set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in Israel, and 
among other men; and hast made thee a name, as at this day."

Jeremiah recalls God’s historical acts—signs and wonders in Egypt—highlighting God's powerful 
interventions throughout Israel's history. This recollection reinforces the narrative of redemption that 
runs through the Hebrew Scriptures, establishing God's faithfulness and His ability to deliver His 
people against all odds. By invoking God’s mighty acts, Jeremiah draws a connection between the past 
and the present, affirming that the God who performed miracles is the same God who holds the future. 
This remembrance is crucial for instilling hope, as it reminds the people of what God has done, 
encouraging trust in His ongoing faithfulness as they navigate their current trials.

Jeremiah 32:21

Verse: "And hast brought forth thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs, and with wonders, 
and with a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with great terror;"

In this powerful verse, Jeremiah amplifies the memory of Israel’s exodus, framing it as a defining 
moment of deliverance under God’s guidance. The descriptors—“strong hand” and "stretched out 
arm"—create an image of an active, sovereign God intervening in human history to rescue His people. 
This reminder of God's historical actions serves a dual purpose: it highlights His might and assures the 
people that, just as He led them from bondage, He can and will lead them to restoration. The invocation 
of "great terror" emphasizes the might of God that is both awe-inspiring and fear-inducing, serving as a 
stark contrast to the despair facing the nation at the time.

Jeremiah 32:22

Verse: "And hast given them this land, which thou didst swear to their fathers to give them, a land 
flowing with milk and honey."



Jeremiah affirms the covenant promises made by God to the patriarchs, specifically the gift of the 
Promised Land. The phrase “a land flowing with milk and honey” evokes images of abundance and 
divine provision, reinforcing the goodness of the land that Israel has received. This acknowledgment 
aligns with the central theme of God’s unwavering commitment to His covenant, despite Israel's 
turmoil and infidelity. Through the declaration that God has given this land, Jeremiah encourages 
awareness of God’s faithfulness in the past and a trust that He will fulfill His promises for the future. It 
serves as a reminder to the people that the land is not merely geographical but part of their identity and 
inheritance as God's chosen people.

Jeremiah 32:23

Verse: "And they came in, and possessed it; but they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law; 
they have done nothing of all that thou commandedst them to do: therefore thou hast caused all this evil 
to come upon them."

In this introspective verse, Jeremiah reflects on Israel’s failure to respond to God’s commands after 
receiving His blessings. The acknowledgment that "they obeyed not thy voice" highlights the theme of 
disobedience that is prevalent throughout Israel’s history. Despite entering and inhabiting the land, they 
neglected the covenant relationship with God, leading to consequences that include the present exile 
and suffering. This recognition of their shortcomings emphasizes the theme of justice and 
accountability, illustrating that the evil experienced is a direct result of their actions. Jeremiah’s lament 
serves as a sobering reminder of the importance of faithfulness to God in maintaining the blessings He 
provides.

Jeremiah 32:24

Verse: "Behold the mounts, they are come unto the city to take it; and the city is given into the hand of 
the Chaldeans, which fight against it because of the sword, and of the famine, and of the pestilence; and 
what thou hast spoken is come to pass; and behold, thou seest it."

The urgency in this verse encapsulates the imminent reality facing Jerusalem; the Babylonian siege has 
become undeniable. Jeremiah points out the physical threat of the "mounts" surrounding the city, 
symbolizing the very real and destructive consequences of their disobedience. The mention of "sword, 
famine, and pestilence" paints a portrait of impending judgment that reflects the serious repercussions 
of their unfaithfulness. As Jeremiah affirms that God’s words are being fulfilled, he acknowledges the 
reality of the prophetic warnings. This verse serves as a poignant reminder that God’s declarations 
come to fruition, reinforcing the need for the people to heed His voice in the hope of a better future.

Jeremiah 32:25

Verse: "And thou hast said unto me, O Lord God, Buy thee the field for money, and take witnesses; for 
the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans."

In this verse, Jeremiah reminds God of the divine instruction he received to purchase the field, 
juxtaposing it against the dire circumstances surrounding him. The apparent contradiction between 
making a purchase during a time of impending destruction creates a tension that highlights the act of 



faith that Jeremiah is called to embody. By reiterating God's command to buy the field amidst certain 
loss, Jeremiah emphasizes that God's promises and plans transcend current circumstances. This plea 
illustrates the tension between urgency and the assurance of God’s plans, reinforcing the notion that 
faith is often exercised even in the most unpropitious times.

Jeremiah 32:26

Verse: "Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah, saying,"

The phrase "Then came the word of the Lord" signifies a divine response to Jeremiah's heartfelt plea, 
reaffirming that God is actively engaged in the situation. It reflects not only God's attentiveness to 
Jeremiah's concerns but also reiterates the dynamic dialogue present in the relationship between God 
and His prophet. This moment transitions the narrative from mourning the circumstances toward hope 
and renewal, showcasing that God is never distant during trials. It establishes the expectation that 
divine reassurances and promises will follow, reinforcing the central theme of God’s enduring presence 
throughout Israel's struggles.

Jeremiah 32:27

Verse: "Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me?"

God’s assertion of His sovereignty culminates in a rhetorical question that challenges any doubts about 
His power to act. As the "Lord, the God of all flesh," He emphasizes His dominion over all creation, 
underscoring that no circumstance—no matter how dire—lies beyond His capability. This statement 
serves to instill faith while addressing human fears and uncertainties. It calls for a reevaluation of the 
prophetic hope Jeremiah represents: that God can and will fulfill His promises regardless of the visible 
situation. By framing this as a challenge, God invites His people to recognize their limitations and to 
trust in His infinite ability.

Jeremiah 32:28

Verse: "Therefore thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, and 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it:"

God's declaration here affirms the prophecy concerning Jerusalem’s imminent fall to Babylon. This 
confirmation of judgment highlights the seriousness of the people's rebellion and serves as a reminder 
of God’s justice. The emphasis on Nebuchadnezzar’s involvement underscores the reality of human 
governance while simultaneously acknowledging God's sovereign control over the situation. It serves 
as a stark call to repentance, reminding the people that their current state is a direct result of their 
disobedience. This proclamation encapsulates both the gravity of the situation and the unwavering 
clarity with which God speaks about the consequences of sin.

Jeremiah 32:29

Verse: "And the Chaldeans, that fight against this city, shall come and set fire on this city, and burn it 
with the houses, upon whose roofs they have burned incense unto Baal, and poured out drink offerings 
unto other gods, to provoke me to anger."



The vivid imagery in this verse paints a devastating picture of the future destruction that awaits 
Jerusalem, highlighting the severity of God’s judgment. The reference to "houses” and “roofs upon 
which they have burned incense to Baal" underscores Israel's idolatrous practices, which have 
provoked God's anger. This specific indictment against their actions serves to illustrate why judgment 
is necessary, as their disobedience and unfaithfulness have severe repercussions. Through this prophetic 
warning, the severity of turning away from God is made clear, reinforcing the importance of fidelity to 
His commands to avoid such drastic outcomes in the future.

Jeremiah 32:30

Verse: "For the children of Israel and the children of Judah have only done evil before me from their 
youth: for the children of Israel have provoked me to anger with the work of their hands, saith the 
Lord."

Here, the Lord emphasizes the consistent pattern of Israel and Judah's disobedience and rebellion 
throughout their history. The phrase "from their youth" reflects the long-standing nature of Israel's 
infidelity, signifying that their sins are deeply embedded in their identity as a nation. This view 
emphasizes the consequences of generations of turning away from God and worshipping false idols. 
The notion of provoking God's anger with “the work of their hands” serves as a poignant reminder that 
their very actions—what they have built and invested in—have turned against Him, resulting in 
devastating spiritual and physical consequences. It encapsulates the overarching themes of 
accountability and divine justice.

Jeremiah 32:31

Verse: "For this city hath been to me as a provocation of mine anger and of my fury from the day that 
they built it even unto this day: that I should remove it from before my face,"

In this verse, God expresses His deep frustration regarding Jerusalem, identifying it as a constant 
source of provocation due to its inhabitants' actions. The phrase “from the day that they built it” 
illustrates that this situation is not new; it has been chronicled since the city’s inception. The intensity 
of God's anger reflects His righteous displeasure toward a people who continually reject Him. His 
commitment to ultimate justice is evident, as He indicates that He is prepared to remove this city from 
His presence, reflecting the serious consequences of persistent unfaithfulness.

Jeremiah 32:32

Verse: "Because of all the evil of the children of Israel and the children of Judah, which they have done 
to provoke me to anger, they, their kings, their princes, their priests, and the people of the land."

God’s indictment encompasses all levels of society—the collective nature of their wrongdoing includes 
the leadership and religious institutions, illustrating that the sin is widespread and systemic. This 
societal view underscores the seriousness of the rebellion against God, showing that no one group is 
exempt from accountability. By naming various leaders, God highlights that the responsibility for 
disobedience spans the entire community, from the highest officials to ordinary citizens. This collective 



culpability reinforces the urgency for repentance and the dire need for a return to fidelity to God, 
recognizing that true change must encompass every tier of society.

Jeremiah 32:33

Verse: "And they have turned unto me the back, and not the face: though I taught them, rising up early 
and teaching them, yet they have not hearkened to receive instruction."

In this verse, God poignantly describes the rejection He has faced from His people, using the metaphor 
of turning their backs—an act of defiance and refusal. God's insistence that He "taught them" illustrates 
His patience and enduring desire to instruct and guide His people. Despite His continual efforts to 
reach them, their resistance has led to a total withdrawal from His commandments and teachings. This 
timeless imagery evokes feelings of sorrow, demonstrating the melting of divine patience toward His 
people. The call to acknowledge this pattern reflects an urgent plea for repentance and turning back to 
Him, embracing the wisdom He offers.

Jeremiah 32:34

Verse: "But they set their abominations in the house, which is called by my name, to defile it."

This verse highlights the deeply troubling reality of idolatry occurring within the very temple of God, 
signifying a profound breach of covenant relationship. The juxtaposition of "abominations" in a house 
"called by my name" underscores the severity of their actions—their hearts have become so hardened 
that they worship false gods even in sacred spaces. This illustrates a complete rejection of God’s 
holiness and a deliberate turning away from His laws. It serves as a stark warning against hypocrisy in 
worship, revealing that true fidelity to God must reflect in the sanctity with which one treats His 
presence and commandments.

Jeremiah 32:35

Verse: "And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause 
their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire unto Molech, which I commanded them not, 
neither came it into my mind, that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin."

This vivid portrayal of the extreme idolatry practiced by the people of Judah demonstrates the 
magnitude of their departure from God’s will. The act of sacrificing children to Molech is framed as an 
unspeakable abomination—a betrayal of life’s sanctity that shocks the conscience. The reference to the 
Valley of Hinnom evokes connotations of grave sin and horror, symbolizing a place of moral depravity. 
God’s declaration that such actions “neither came into my mind” emphasizes that this sacrifice was not 
only alien to His commands but grotesque in its extravagance. This not only deepens the gravity of 
their infidelity but serves as a dire warning of the consequences that arise from abandoning divine 
statutes.



Jeremiah 32:36

Verse: "And now therefore thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning this city, whereof ye say, 
It shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, and by the famine, and by the 
pestilence."

In this verse, God addresses the despair felt by the people concerning Jerusalem’s fate, reinforcing their 
fearful assessment of the situation as inevitable. By acknowledging their concerns, God validates their 
fears but also emphasizes the divine truth: His sovereignty transcends their circumstances. God 
presents the reasons behind the impending destruction as part of His divine judgment, yet within this 
proclamation lies the opportunity for repentance. This acknowledgment of their sentiment serves as 
both a reminder of the danger in their current ways and a continued call for faith and trust in God's 
overarching plan.

Jeremiah 32:37

Verse: "Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and 
in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to 
dwell safely:"

Here, God provides a powerful promise of restoration, announcing His intention to gather His people 
from the exile. This prophetic statement stands in stark contrast to the devastation they will face, 
affirming that His anger is not the end of the story. The phrases "gather them out of all countries" and 
"bring them again unto this place" project a vision of divine reconciliation that restores hope for the 
future. The promise to make them dwell “safely” highlights God's desire for their well-being and a 
return to peace, underscoring His enduring love and commitment to His covenant people, even amid 
judgment.

Jeremiah 32:38

Verse: "And they shall be my people, and I will be their God:"

This verse encapsulates the essence of the covenant relationship that God desires with His people. The 
simplicity of this statement belies its profound depth; it signifies a restoration of identity and purpose. 
By declaring, "they shall be my people," God reaffirms the intimacy and belonging that characterizes 
His relationship with Israel. This mutual understanding reflects the ultimate goal of God not only in 
their deliverance but in their growth into a faithful community. It highlights the theme of relational 
integrity that underpins God’s actions—a reminder that God longs for an authentic relationship, where 
His people live in faithful response to His love.

Jeremiah 32:39

Verse: "And I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of 
them, and of their children after them:"

In this verse, God expresses His intention to unify the hearts of His people, promoting a shared 
commitment to walk in His ways. The imagery of “one heart and one way” conveys the idea of 



collective purpose, where the community aligns with God’s desires for their lives. This transformation 
in their hearts is essential for a genuine fear of God—an awe-filled relationship where they live in 
reverence of His holiness. The mention of the "good of them, and of their children after them" further 
emphasizes the generational aspect of faithfulness, reinforcing that God’s desires have lasting 
implications for both present and future generations. It signals a movement toward restoration built on 
unity and love for God’s ways.

Jeremiah 32:40

Verse: "And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do 
them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me."

God promises an "everlasting covenant," signaling a new phase in His relationship with Israel that is 
characterized by grace and steadfast commitment. This covenant, unlike previous ones, will be marked 
by divine faithfulness rather than human failure. The declaration that He will not turn away from them 
emphasizes God's unchanging nature and assures His people that He will remain with them in good 
times and bad. The act of instilling “my fear in their hearts” suggests a transformative work within 
them, enabling a desire to remain faithful, further solidifying the depth of their relationship with Him. 
This profound change speaks to a future where commitment to God is intrinsic and empowered by His 
spirit.

Jeremiah 32:41

Verse: "Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with 
my whole heart and with my whole soul."

This verse paints a picture of God's delight in engaging with His people. By stating that He will 
"rejoice over them," God underscores an emotional component to His covenant; He finds joy in their 
restoration and flourishing. The idea of planting them "with my whole heart and with my whole soul" 
expresses thorough commitment and care, signifying that the future security of His people will be a 
labor of love. This image of planting highlights the theme of stability and growth in a land that God has 
chosen for them. God's desire for their good is central to the promise, reflecting a future filled with 
hope, nourishment, and divine support that transcends their past failures.

Jeremiah 32:42

Verse: "For thus saith the Lord; Like as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, so will I 
bring upon them all the good that I have promised them."

God's declaration reinforces a foundational biblical principle: the justice of how He acts. Just as He has 
righteously administered judgment for their sins, there will be a corresponding outpouring of good as a 
demonstration of His grace. This duality serves to highlight God's sovereignty over both judgment and 
mercy. The promise that He will bring about "all the good that I have promised" assures the people that 
His intentions are always aimed toward their flourishing. The emphasis on “great evil” met with “all 
the good” constructs a narrative of hope reflecting the redemptive arcs central to scripture, showcasing 
God's ultimate purpose to transform their despair into promise.



Jeremiah 32:43

Verse: "And fields shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say, It is desolate without man or beast; it is 
given into the hand of the Chaldeans."

In this verse, God provides a vivid promise that speaks to the very real concerns facing the people of 
Judah during the Babylonian siege. The image of fields being bought in a land currently deemed 
"desolate" serves as a symbol of hope and renewal. Despite their present circumstances, God reassures 
them of a time when life will return to normalcy, underscoring that reclamation and rejuvenation are on 
the horizon. This prophetic statement illustrates God's ability to bring life out of desolation and 
restoration out of judgment, signifying that He remains committed to His plans for Israel's future.

Jeremiah 32:44

Verse: "Men shall buy fields for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal them, and take witnesses in 
the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of 
the mountains, and in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the south: for I will cause their captivity 
to return, saith the Lord."

In this closing verse, God assures His people that a time of restoration is near. By emphasizing the act 
of purchasing fields and the legal processes—subscribing evidence and taking witnesses—He indicates 
that life will return to a state of normalcy and enterprise. The breadth of locations mentioned 
symbolizes the comprehensive nature of this restoration, affecting all tribes and regions within Judah. 
This promise of returning captives reinforces the theme of hope and divine faithfulness, reminding the 
people that even in their darkest hour, transformation is possible. Ultimately, this simultaneous 
emphasis on practical daily life and prophetic promises highlights God's unwavering commitment to 
redeem and restore His covenant people.

CHAPTER 33:

Jeremiah 33:1

"Moreover the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah the second time, while he was yet shut up in the 
court of the prison, saying,"

In this opening verse, we see the context of Jeremiah’s situation as he is imprisoned, a reflection of the 
turmoil and conflict present in his life and ministry. Despite his incarceration, God’s voice reaches 
Jeremiah anew, emphasizing that divine communication knows no bounds of human circumstances. 
This second encounter with the Lord signifies God's persistent engagement with His prophet during a 
time when hope was dwindling and despair set in due to the siege of Jerusalem. The phrase "the second 
time" implies a deepening relational aspect between God and Jeremiah. God’s message to His servant 
while he is literally bound reflects the power of His word to bring life and hope even when external 
situations appear overwhelmingly dire.

Jeremiah 33:2

"Thus saith the Lord the maker thereof, the Lord that formed it, to establish it; the Lord is his name;"



This verse underscores the omnipotence and sovereignty of God as the Creator. By introducing Himself 
as “the maker” and “the Lord that formed it,” God reminds Jeremiah of His ultimate authority over 
creation, including the city of Jerusalem, which symbolizes both a place of refuge and a center of 
divine worship. The repetition of the phrase “the Lord” reinforces His identity and character, reminding 
us that He is not only the architect of the world but also deeply involved in the establishment and 
maintenance of it. This serves as an important theological foundation, reassuring Jeremiah that despite 
the present calamity, God is still in control. This declaration emphasizes that God's identity as Creator 
and Sustainer carries a promise of hope and restoration for His people.

Jeremiah 33:3

"Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest 
not."

In this verse, God invites Jeremiah—and by extension, all who might hear this message—to a 
relationship of communication through prayer. The directive to "call unto me" signifies an open 
channel for dialogue, presenting God as not just a distant deity but one who desires interaction with 
humanity. The promise that He will answer is a profound assurance, engendering trust in God's 
responsiveness. Furthermore, God promises to reveal "great and mighty things" that are previously 
unknown, which indicates an unveiling of wisdom, understanding, and divine plans that surpass human 
comprehension. This call to seek God strengthens the notion that there are mysteries within God's 
purpose and plan that can only be discovered through earnest prayer and relationship with Him, 
painting a picture of hope amid despair.

Jeremiah 33:4

"For thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city, and concerning the 
houses of the kings of Judah, which are thrown down, to make a defense against the siege mounds and 
against the sword;"

In this verse, God addresses the destruction and desolation that has come upon Jerusalem, specifically 
mentioning the houses of the city and the rulers, which serve as symbols of Israel’s societal structure 
and stability. The mention of "defense against the siege mounds and against the sword" highlights the 
dire military situation Israel faces. This acknowledgement of devastation captures the hearts of those 
listening, evoking a sense of loss and urgency. However, the framing of this destruction within God’s 
declaration indicates that, while judgment is evident through ruin, it does not diminish His sovereign 
plan or purpose. God reassures His people that He sees their suffering and loss, and His prophetic 
message must transpire to encourage them toward eventual restoration.

Jeremiah 33:5

"They come to fight with the Chaldeans, but it is to fill them with the dead bodies of men, whom I have 
slain in mine anger and in my fury, and for all whose wickedness I have hid my face from this city."

This verse starkly reveals the severity of God’s judgment against Jerusalem due to the people's 
persistent wickedness and rebellion against Him. The reference to the Chaldeans signifies the 



impending threat and violence that comes as a consequence of Israel's sin. The mention of “dead bodies 
of men” is particularly haunting and serves to highlight the violence and totality of God’s wrath. "I 
have slain in mine anger and in my fury" indicates God's deep displeasure, which stems from the 
people's disobedience and moral decay. Moreover, the phrase "I have hid my face" illustrates God’s 
withdrawal of favor and protection from the city. This verse serves as a grave reminder that turning 
away from God’s ways invites divine consequences, provoking introspection regarding one's 
relationship with God and the weight of communal sin.

Jeremiah 33:6

"Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance 
of peace and truth."

Amidst the somber reality of judgment laid out in the preceding verses, verse six brings a compelling 
shift towards hope and divine restoration. God declares His intention to bring “health and cure” to a 
city wrought with despair and destruction. The promise of restoration is characterized by both physical 
healing and spiritual rejuvenation, which highlights God’s compassionate nature. The assurance of 
“abundance of peace and truth” indicates that the healing God offers is multifaceted, encompassing 
relational harmony and a return to righteousness. This divine promise conveys that the narrative of 
judgment does not end in despair but rather paves the way for redemption and renewal, emphasizing a 
future filled with God’s presence and grace that will cover the brokenness of His people.

Jeremiah 33:7

"And I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and will build them, as at 
the first."

In this verse, God affirms His commitment to restore both Judah and Israel from their current state of 
exile and captivity, evoking a powerful sense of hope and revival. The phrase "cause the captivity to 
return" signals a divine act of deliverance, promising that those who have suffered and been taken away 
will be brought back home. This restoration emphasizes God's faithfulness to His covenantal promises 
made with His people. The reference to building them "as at the first" suggests a return not only to their 
land but also to the foundational blessings that characterized their earlier days. This notion reinforces 
the idea that God desires to restore His people to a state of wholeness and prosperity, reflecting His 
unchanging character and the hope that transcends their current struggles.

Jeremiah 33:8

"And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and I will 
pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me."

In this verse, God's promise extends beyond mere physical restoration to a profound spiritual renewal 
that includes cleansing from iniquity and sin. The assurance that He will “cleanse them” reflects a deep 
desire for purity and reconciliation, addressing the root causes of the suffering experienced by His 
people. This cleansing signifies the removal of guilt and shame, allowing for a fresh start and a 
restoration of the broken relationship between God and His people. The mention of “pardon” 



underlines the grace of God—that despite the weight of their transgressions, God is willing to forgive. 
This generous act highlights the nature of God as not only just but also merciful, demonstrating that 
redemption is available to those who turn back to Him.

Jeremiah 33:9

"And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which 
shall hear all the good that I do unto them: and they shall fear and tremble for all the goodness and for 
all the prosperity that I procure unto it."

Here, God reveals the impact of His restorative actions upon the broader world. The transformation of 
Jerusalem and His people into a “name of joy, a praise, and an honour” underscores the notion that their 
restoration will serve not only their benefit but also a testimony to the nations surrounding them. This 
promises to elevate the reputation of God Himself among all peoples, showcasing His goodness, mercy, 
and the wealth of blessings He bestows on those who turn to Him. The looming sense of awe 
mentioned—“they shall fear and tremble”—reveals how God’s goodness has the power to draw 
attention and respect from other nations. This serves as a powerful reminder that God’s promises to His 
people can create ripples of influence that extend far beyond their immediate circumstances.

Jeremiah 33:10

"Thus saith the Lord; Again there shall be heard in this place, which ye say shall be desolate, without 
man and without beast, even in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate, 
without man, and without inhabitant, and without beast,"

In this verse, God emphasizes a reversal of the current desolation of Jerusalem and Judah, which had 
been proclaimed hopeless. The repetition of the phrase “without man and without beast” underscores 
the utter barrenness that characterized the land due to the siege and impending destruction. Yet, despite 
this bleak reality, God asserts that there will be a reversal in fortune. His declaration refutes the despair 
that seems to engulf the city and shifts the focus to a profound future filled with life and vitality. By 
invoking the desolate condition, God sets the stage for demonstrating His power to restore and 
revitalize, a theme that resonates throughout the chapter. This promise serves as a beacon of hope, 
challenging the prevailing narratives of abandonment and hopelessness.

Jeremiah 33:11

"The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, 
the voice of them that shall say, Praise the Lord of hosts: for the Lord is good; for his mercy endureth 
forever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the Lord. For I will cause 
to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the Lord."

In this verse, God paints a vivid picture of joy and celebration that will once again fill Jerusalem. The 
“voice of joy” and “voice of gladness” signifies the restoration of community life, ceremonies, and 
festivities that flourished in times of peace and divine favor. The mention of the bride and bridegroom 
symbolizes intimacy and new beginnings, reinforcing the theme of restoration in relationships. The 
chorus of praise acknowledges God’s enduring goodness and mercy, reflecting the essence of worship 



that recognizes His steadfastness through the ages. This joyful proclamation serves as a reminder that 
true worship emerges from an experience of God’s faithfulness. The promise of returning “the captivity 
of the land” reiterates God’s commitment to restoring not only His people but also the very land they 
inhabit, leading to a revival of Israel’s former glory.

Jeremiah 33:12

"Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Again in this place, which is desolate, and without man and without 
beast, and in all the cities thereof, shall be an habitation of shepherds causing their flocks to lie down."

In this verse, God continues the theme of restoration by prophesying a future filled with life and 
pastoral imagery. The description of a place once marked by desolation will transition into a thriving 
habitat where shepherds and their flocks can dwell. This imagery conveys peace and security, 
signifying God's provision and care for His people. The reference to shepherds causing their flocks to 
lie down brings to mind contentment and safety, reinforcing the message that God desires to restore the 
pastoral and communal life that had been disrupted by sin and turmoil. Moreover, it emphasizes the 
relational aspect of care and guidance—God intends for His people to flourish in harmony and 
abundance as they are brought back to Him and entrusted to His shepherd-like guidance.

Jeremiah 33:13

"In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of 
Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah shall the flocks pass again under 
the hands of him that telleth them, saith the Lord."

This verse paints a comprehensive picture of restoration as it outlines various geographical regions that 
encompass the entirety of Judah, reaffirming that the restoration will be wide-reaching and inclusive. 
The mention of “mountains,” “vale,” and “the land of Benjamin” underscores that all areas—high and 
low, rural and urban—will experience life and divine favor. The imagery of flocks passing “under the 
hands of him that telleth them” speaks to a careful oversight and nurturing that reflects God’s pastoral 
care for His people. The use of the word "again" indicates a return to a state of normalcy where daily 
life, future security, and divine provision can take their rightful place. This speaks volumes of God's 
commitment to a holistic restoration that impacts the economy, the landscapes, and ultimately the 
hearts of His people.

Jeremiah 33:14

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will perform that good thing which I have promised unto 
the house of Israel and to the house of Judah."

In this verse, God emphasizes the certainty of His promises to both the northern kingdom (Israel) and 
the southern kingdom (Judah). The phrase “the days come” is a prophetic assertion that speaks to the 
inevitability of fulfillment—the time of restoration is on the horizon. By stating that He will perform 
“that good thing,” God reassures His people that His promises are intrinsically good, reflecting His 
nature as a benevolent and trustworthy God. This contrasts sharply with the present despair they are 
experiencing, highlighting the transformative power of faith and hope. Furthermore, God’s reference to 



both houses reaffirms His desire for unity among His people, signaling that His redemptive work is 
inclusive and comprehensive, destined to heal the divisions caused by disobedience and strife.

Jeremiah 33:15

"In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he 
shall execute judgment and righteousness in the land."

Continuing the theme of hope and future restoration, this verse speaks of the emergence of a “Branch 
of righteousness,” a messianic figure symbolizing hope for Israel. This figure is rooted in the lineage of 
David, signifying continuity with the promises made to David as a king after God's own heart. The 
word “Branch” evokes many prophetic implications, including justice, integrity, and righteousness in 
leadership. The promise that this figure “shall execute judgment and righteousness” reflects God's deep 
desire for social justice and moral rectitude within the land, which had been desperately needed. This 
messianic promise underscores the hope that true leadership will restore the covenant community and 
bring about the righteousness that God had long desired for His people.

Jeremiah 33:16

"In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name wherewith 
she shall be called, The Lord our righteousness."

In this verse, God fortifies His promise of salvation for Judah and safety for Jerusalem, underscoring 
the transformation that will take place in the community. The declaration that “Judah shall be saved” 
highlights the gracious intervention of God who rescues His people from their dire circumstances. The 
phrase “Jerusalem shall dwell safely” illustrates the security and peace that will characterize the 
restored city, emphasizing a significant shift from a place of fear to one of divine protection. The name 
“The Lord our righteousness” encapsulates the essence of the relationship God's people will enjoy with 
Him—one defined by His righteousness rather than their own shortcomings. This name signifies a 
deeper understanding and experience of God’s character, promising His presence and favor among 
them, thus providing a foundation for true worship and identity in restoration.

Jeremiah 33:17

"For thus saith the Lord; David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel;"

God reaffirms the Davidic covenant in this verse, promising that there will always be a descendant of 
David to occupy the throne. This notion not only reflects God’s commitment to David’s lineage but 
also reassures the people of a continual leadership rooted in divine promise. The use of the word 
“never” emphasizes the permanence of this promise, suggesting an ongoing line of authority and an 
enduring hope amid the cycles of despair. This declaration also points to the future fulfillment in the 
person of Jesus Christ, who is often regarded as the ultimate fulfillment of the Davidic promise. The 
reassurance of stable leadership reassures the people that consistency and faithfulness will return to 
their governance, aligning their loyalty once more with God's intended purposes for His people.



Jeremiah 33:18

"Neither shall the priests the Levites want a man before me to offer burnt offerings, and to kindle meat 
offerings, and to do sacrifice continually."

This verse further establishes the continuity of priestly service in the restoration of God’s relationship 
with His people. By emphasizing that the priests, particularly the Levites, will not lack men to serve in 
their sacred duties, God indicates a return to true worship and adherence to the rituals that signify their 
covenant relationship with Him. The phrases “offer burnt offerings” and “kindle meat offerings” reflect 
the importance of sacrificial worship in maintaining holiness and connection with God. This promise 
conveys reassurance to the Israelites that their worship practices are not only upheld but vital to 
reestablishing their identity as God's chosen people. Furthermore, this divine commitment hints at the 
renewed focus on holiness and the sincerity of worship in the heart of Jerusalem, rekindling a 
connection that had been severed due to sin.

Jeremiah 33:19

"And the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, saying,"

This verse acts as a transition and reaffirms the prophetic nature of God’s communication with 
Jeremiah. It signifies the continuation of revelation and reminds readers that all the previous promises 
and declarations originated directly from God’s will. The phrase “the word of the Lord” emphasizes its 
importance and authenticity, grounding the assurances made in this prophetic speech within the 
authority of God Himself. This verse also serves as a reminder of the relationship between the prophet 
and God, where God's purpose is conveyed through His servant to the people, underscoring the role of 
prophecy in delivering messages of hope, judgment, and restoration.

Jeremiah 33:20

"Thus saith the Lord; If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that 
there should not be day and night in their season;"

In this verse, God underscores the unbreakable nature of His covenant with creation itself, symbolized 
through the laws of day and night. By referencing the impossibility of altering this covenant, God 
emphasizes that His commitments and promises to His people are equally steadfast and reliable. The 
phrase “if ye can break” conveys a challenging notion, inviting listeners to consider the constancy of 
divine law that governs the universe, thus highlighting the unchanging character of God's covenant 
with Israel. This serves as a foundational reminder that just as the cycle of day and night cannot be 
disrupted, so too is God’s covenant with His people unwavering and everlasting, providing a sure 
foundation for all the hopes laid out throughout this chapter.

Jeremiah 33:21

"Then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to reign 
upon his throne; and with the Levites the priests, my ministers."



Continuing from the previous verse, God stresses that the integrity of His promise to David and the 
priestly Levites is as unyielding as the cycles of day and night. By asserting that breaking His covenant 
with David would also imply breaking His covenant with the Levites, God reinforces the inseparable 
connection between the royal lineage and the priestly functions in Israel. This serves to underscore the 
fact that the promises made to David about an everlasting throne and those concerning the priestly 
service are rooted in God’s faithfulness. This emphasis on covenant fidelity assures the people that, 
despite their transgressions, God remains loyal to His word. Thus, Jeremiah’s listeners are reminded of 
the depth and security that comes from divine promises, assuring them of a hopeful future rooted in 
God’s unchanging nature.

Jeremiah 33:22

"As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured: so will I multiply the 
seed of David my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me."

In this verse, God extends the promise of multiplication and blessing to the lineage of David and the 
Levites, likening it to the vastness of the stars and the countless grains of sand. This imagery conveys 
both abundance and impossibility in human terms, indicating that God’s plans and provisions far 
exceed any limits we might place on them. The use of cosmic imagery emphasizes the grandeur of 
God's actual provisions and His capacity to fulfill His promises. By highlighting that David's seed will 
multiply like the countless host of heaven, God reassures His people of a future filled with leadership 
and priestly service that will flourish and expand. This promise not only underscores the tangible aspect 
of God's blessings but also conveys a sense of hope, reminding His people that they are integral to a 
long-term divine plan that stretches well into the future.

Jeremiah 33:23

"And the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, saying,"

Once again, the repetition of this phrase establishes a rhythmic conclusion to this prophetic chapter, 
reminding readers of the continuous communication between God and Jeremiah. This serves to 
reinforce the authority of the statements made throughout the chapter. It indicates that God is still 
actively engaged in imparting His intentions and plans to His prophet, inviting listeners to consider the 
weight of what has been spoken. It also serves as a reminder of the ongoing nature of God’s revelation 
to His people, maintaining their connection through the prophetic voice that is meant to guide, instruct, 
and nurture them in their understanding of divine promises amid their current predicament.

Jeremiah 33:24

"Considerest thou not what this people have spoken, saying, The two families which the Lord hath 
chosen, he hath even cast them off? thus they have despised my people, that they should be no more a 
nation before them."

In this verse, God references the skepticism and despair expressed by the people regarding His chosen 
families, which are understood to be both Israel and Judah. The phrase "cast them off" exposes the 
profound sense of abandonment felt within the community, particularly amid their sufferings. The 



rhetoric of the people reflects a hardened heart and a lack of understanding of God’s unwavering 
commitment. By addressing their misconceptions, God invites a deeper reflection on His faithfulness, 
helping to clarify that despite appearances, He has not abandoned His people. This verse serves as a 
poignant reminder that human perspective can often cloud the unwavering truth of God’s promises, 
revealing the need for faith that transcends immediate circumstances. 

Jeremiah 33:25

"Thus saith the Lord; If my covenant be not with day and night, and if I have not appointed the 
ordinances of heaven and earth;"

Once again, God uses cosmic covenants as a powerful metaphor to reaffirm His faithfulness. By 
presenting a hypothetical situation where His covenant with day and night could be nullified, He 
emphasizes the unbreakable nature of His commitments. The appointment of the "ordinances of heaven 
and earth” reflects the systematic order and divine authority governing creation. Through this claim, 
God insists that His promises to His people remain as unshakeable as the laws that govern the universe, 
highlighting the profundity of their reliance upon Him. This powerful assertion reassures the people 
that, as the natural order of day and night persists, so too does God’s covenant love, reminding them 
that His plans for restoration and hope remain firmly established.

Jeremiah 33:26

"Then will I cast away the seed of Jacob, and David my servant, so that I will not take any of his seed 
to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for I will cause their captivity to return, and 
have mercy on them."

In this final verse, God emphatically reiterates His promise of mercy and restoration for the house of 
Jacob and the lineage of David. The hypothetical of casting away “the seed of Jacob” underscores that 
such an act is inconceivable for God given His promises. His commitment to bring forth rulers from the 
line of David solidifies hope for leadership rooted in divine favor. By affirming that even amidst their 
failures, He will "cause their captivity to return," God offers a reassuring finale that reinforces the 
message of hope permeating the chapter. This underlines the fact that His mercy and grace are 
paramount, ensuring that despite all odds, the threads of divine love and restoration will continue to 
weave through the tapestry of Israel's history. God’s profound commitment to His people echoes 
throughout this chapter, leaving a legacy of hope for future generations.

CHAPTER 34:

Jeremiah 34:1

"The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all 
his army, and all the kingdoms of the earth that were under his dominion, and all the people fought 
against Jerusalem, and against all the cities thereof, saying,"



In this verse, we see the prophetic context in which Jeremiah received the message from God. The 
mention of Nebuchadnezzar and his army indicates that the siege of Jerusalem is imminent and 
highlights the geopolitical realities of the time. Nebuchadnezzar, having already laid siege, represents 
the overwhelming power of Babylon, a dominant empire that threatens the sovereignty of Judah. The 
verse sets the stage for the unfolding events where God communicates a critical message to His people 
through Jeremiah, urging them to understand the gravity of their situation. It reflects a moment of 
impending judgment, as well as an opportunity for repentance and understanding the sovereignty of 
God over nations.

Jeremiah 34:2

"Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Go and speak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him, Thus 
saith the LORD; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it."

In this verse, God commands Jeremiah to deliver a clear and direct message to King Zedekiah. The 
explicit mention of "Thus saith the LORD" emphasizes the divine authority behind the proclamation, 
indicating that this is not merely a political message but a divine decree. The prophecy foretells the fall 
of Jerusalem to Babylon, underscoring God's control over the events that are set to transpire. This 
serves both as a warning to Zedekiah and the people, and as a testament to their resistance against 
God's call to repentance. Zedekiah’s fate, along with that of the city, is inexorably tied to their 
disobedience, illustrating the consequences of turning away from God's guidance.

Jeremiah 34:3

"And thou shalt not escape out of his hand, but shalt surely be taken, and delivered into his hand; and 
thine eyes shall behold the eyes of the king of Babylon, and he shall speak with thee mouth to mouth, 
and thou shalt go to Babylon."

Here, God intensifies the ominous message by stating that Zedekiah will not escape the Babylonian 
conquest. This declaration serves to reinforce the certainty of the prophecy—Zedekiah’s eventual 
capture is assured. The phrase about Zedekiah seeing the king of Babylon suggests a direct 
confrontation; he will not simply be defeated but will have to face Nebuchadnezzar himself. This detail 
highlights the humiliation and personal consequence of Zedekiah’s rebellion against God and His 
commands. The prophecy foreshadows the personal tragedy that Zedekiah will experience—seeing the 
enemy king and ultimately being taken to Babylon as a captive, symbolizing the ultimate defeat not just 
of a king, but of a nation.

Jeremiah 34:4

"Yet hear the word of the LORD, O Zedekiah king of Judah; Thus saith the LORD of thee, Thou shalt 
not die by the sword."

In this verse, amidst the grim prophecy of defeat and exile, God offers a glimmer of hope to Zedekiah. 
Although he will be captured and taken to Babylon, God reassures him that he will not die by the 
sword. This implication is significant because it underscores God's mercy in judgment. Zedekiah is 
informed that, despite the consequences of his actions, he will not face the fate that many of his 



counterparts might experience, which is execution in battle. This reflects God’s overarching plan, 
demonstrating that even in judgment there is a compassionate element, where Zedekiah is given the 
chance to live and possibly repent. It invites a broader reflection on God’s ability to integrate mercy 
into justice, and the hope that remains even in dire circumstances.

Jeremiah 34:5

"But thou shalt die in peace: and concerning the burnings of thy fathers, the former kings which were 
before thee, so shall they burn odours for thee; and they will lament thee, saying, Ah lord! For I have 
pronounced the word, saith the LORD."

This verse continues the theme from the previous verse about Zedekiah's fate. God declares that 
Zedekiah will die in peace, contrasting with the fate of many who would die in battle or in captivity. 
The reference to him being honored at his death, as past kings were, speaks to the traditional practices 
of mourning and honoring leaders in ancient cultures. The mention of "burning odours" indicates a 
funeral ritual that is significant in its own right, illustrating that Zedekiah will receive a dignified burial, 
despite his failures as a king. The phrase "I have pronounced the word, saith the LORD" reaffirms the 
authority behind this prophecy; it is not merely hope, but a command of divine will. This combination 
of mercy and the dignity afforded to him even in death is a poignant reminder of the complexities of 
leadership, failure, and the possibility of redemption.

Jeremiah 34:6

"Then Jeremiah the prophet spake all these words unto Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem."

In this verse, we witness the execution of God's command as Jeremiah faithfully delivers the message 
to Zedekiah. This act serves as a testament to Jeremiah's obedience and the weight of his prophetic 
calling. By speaking these words to the king, Jeremiah is acting as a conduit for God's will, 
emphasizing that the message originates from the divine rather than from his own opinions or insights. 
This moment is significant in highlighting the relationship between the prophet and the monarchy—a 
complex interaction where divine truth often clashes with human authority. Jeremiah's role in 
proclaiming the prophecy adds a layer to his character as a faithful servant, dedicated to his mission 
even when delivering potentially devastating news.

Jeremiah 34:7

"When the king of Babylon's army fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities of Judah that 
were left, against Lachish, and against Azekah: for these defenced cities remained of the cities of 
Judah."

This verse provides contextual background regarding the state of Jerusalem and Judah at that time. By 
referencing Lachish and Azekah as the last remaining fortified cities, it paints a vivid picture of the 
siege's intensity and the desperation of Judah's defensive efforts. These cities symbolized the last 
bulwarks of resistance against Babylonian conquest, indicating a dwindling hold on power and 
territory. The inclusion of these details emphasizes the seriousness of the situation, situating the 
prophetic message within the realities of war and impending destruction. It highlights the importance of 



these cities in the regional political landscape, underscoring the complete encirclement and desperation 
faced by Zedekiah and the people of Judah.

Jeremiah 34:8

"This is the word that came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, after that the king Zedekiah had made a 
covenant with all the people which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty unto them."

This verse introduces a pivotal moment in the narrative—the covenant made by King Zedekiah with 
the people of Jerusalem to proclaim liberty. This covenant pertains to the liberation of Hebrew slaves, a 
significant ethical and social issue in ancient Israel. The act of freeing slaves would have been a 
symbolic gesture of moral and social justice, reflecting a temporary turning back to obedience to God’s 
laws concerning slavery. However, the context indicates that this act may also be viewed as a political 
maneuver by Zedekiah, perhaps in a desperate attempt to gain favor with the people amidst the looming 
threat of Babylon. This covenant demonstrates the struggle between human agency, divine decree, and 
the moral implications of leadership during times of crisis.

Jeremiah 34:9

"That every man should let his manservant, and every man his maidservant, being an Hebrew, go free; 
that none should serve themselves of them, to wit, of a Jew his brother."

In this verse, the specifics of Zedekiah’s covenant with the people are made clear. The emphasis is on 
the liberation of Hebrew servants, a command that aligns with biblical laws regarding slavery and 
freedom. This act of emancipation reflects an understanding of justice and the moral imperative to treat 
one’s fellow Israelites with dignity. By issuing this proclamation, Zedekiah seeks to align with God’s 
laws, demonstrating a moment of righteousness amidst a backdrop of corruption and divine judgment. 
However, the verse also suggests an underlying tension, as the noble intent to proclaim liberty might be 
undercut by the political motivations behind it. This juxtaposition raises questions about the 
authenticity of the covenant—is it genuine repentance or merely a strategic decision in a time of crisis?

Jeremiah 34:10

"Now when all the princes, and all the people, which had entered into the covenant, heard that every 
one should let his manservant and every one his maidservant go free, that none should serve themselves 
of them any more, then they obeyed, and let them go."

This verse illustrates the initial compliance of the leaders and people of Jerusalem to Zedekiah’s 
covenant, showcasing a moment of unity and collective action. Their decision to release the Hebrew 
servants marks an important instance of social justice and the fulfillment of God’s law, reflecting the 
people’s willingness to obey the king’s decree. However, the eagerness to obey also hints at an attempt 
to gain favor and credibility in the eyes of God and fellow citizens, as they may have been motivated 
by the dire situation facing Jerusalem. This moment serves as both a hopeful sign of potential 
repentance and a snapshot of the volatile moral landscape in which the people find themselves 
navigating divine commands against the backdrop of impending doom from Babylon.



Jeremiah 34:11

"But afterward they turned, and caused the servants and the handmaids whom they had let go free to 
return, and brought them into subjection for servants and for handmaids."

In a dramatic turn, this verse highlights a betrayal of the initial promise made in Zedekiah's covenant. 
After a moment of obedience and goodwill, the people revert to their former ways, bringing back the 
servants they had freed into bondage once more. This reversal not only reflects a lack of true 
repentance but also showcases the deep-seated issues of societal norms and economic pressures. Their 
actions suggest an unwillingness to maintain the moral high ground in their desperate circumstances, 
revealing the complexities of human nature and the challenge of adhering to divine laws amid turmoil. 
It's a poignant reminder that proclamations of liberty can be easily undermined by self-interest, 
highlighting the ongoing struggle against systemic sin and the need for genuine transformation in the 
hearts of the people.

Jeremiah 34:12

"Therefore the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,"

This verse serves as a transitional statement, indicating that God, observing the actions of the people, 
responds with further revelation to Jeremiah. The call for a renewed prophetic message highlights the 
seriousness of the situation; the people's defiance against God's command does not go unnoticed. It 
implies a direct and immediate response from God, emphasizing that divine justice is at hand and that 
the previous covenant's violation will have consequences. This moment reinforces the idea that 
prophetic words are not simply historical records but also active engagements with the people of Israel. 
God's communication through Jeremiah signifies His continued involvement in the lives of His people, 
eager to guide, warn, and instruct even in the face of disobedience.

Jeremiah 34:13

"Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; I made a covenant with your fathers in the day that I brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, saying, At the end of seven years let ye go every man his brother an 
Hebrew, which hath been sold unto thee; and when he hath served thee six years, thou shalt let him go 
free: but your fathers hearkened not unto me, neither inclined their ear."

In this verse, God recalls the covenant made with the ancestors of Israel when they were liberated from 
Egypt—an essential part of the Jewish identity. By referencing this historical context, God emphasizes 
the gravity of their present disobedience compared to the past promises made. The command for the 
release of Hebrew slaves after six years reflects God’s intention for justice and compassion within the 
community. However, this long-standing violation of God’s law by previous generations serves as a 
backdrop for the current failure, pointing to a pattern of unfaithfulness and disregard for divine 
instruction. This verse highlights God’s faithfulness to His promises despite human shortcomings, 
while also communicating the seriousness of turning away from His commandments, leading to dire 
consequences.



Jeremiah 34:14

"And ye were now turned, and had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his 
neighbour; and ye had made a covenant before me in the house which is called by my name:"

This verse acknowledges the positive steps that the people took by initially freeing their slaves, 
recognizing their actions as "right in my sight." This validates their willingness to align with God’s 
standards at that moment, indicating that they were, for a time, in step with divine justice. God’s 
mention of the covenant made "in the house which is called by my name" reinforces the sacredness of 
their promise, emphasizing that their agreement was not only a social contract but also a spiritual 
matter weighed in the sight of God. However, God’s recognition comes with the understanding that 
such righteousness was fleeting. This moment serves as a stark contrast to the eventual betrayal of that 
covenant, revealing the tension between human intentions and the consistent call for faithfulness and 
integrity in their relationship with God.

Jeremiah 34:15

"But ye turned and polluted my name, and caused every man his servant, and every man his handmaid, 
whom ye had set at liberty, to return, and brought them into subjection, to be unto you for servants and 
for handmaids."

In this verse, God laments the betrayal carried out by the people, who not only failed to uphold their 
promise but also sullied God's name through their actions. The act of returning freed servants to 
bondage signifies not just a break in covenant but a grievous sin that publicly misrepresents God's 
character. The phrase "polluted my name" highlights how the people’s disobedience tarnishes the 
holiness and righteousness that God embodies. The gravity of this situation reveals a deeper spiritual 
crisis: it reflects the societal patterns of oppression and a blatant disregard for God’s commands. This 
lamentation underscores the relationship between human behavior and divine reputation, indicating that 
their actions have consequences for how God is perceived by others and emphasizing the theological 
significance of faithfulness to God's covenant.

Jeremiah 34:16

"Therefore, thus saith the LORD; Ye have not hearkened unto me in proclaiming liberty every one to 
his brother and every man to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim a liberty for you, saith the LORD, to the 
sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine; and I will make you to be removed into all the kingdoms of 
the earth."

This verse marks a turning point, where God pronounces judgment in light of the people’s 
unfaithfulness. The proclamation of liberty here is ironic and serves as a stark warning; rather than the 
liberty they were initially called to enact, God now offers a freedom that leads to chaos and destruction. 
The "liberty for you, saith the LORD" contrasts the intended liberation that God initially desired for 
His people, suggesting that their own choices have spiraled into a reality that leads to suffering and 
dispersion. The consequences articulated here—sword, pestilence, and famine—reflect the totality of 
God's judgment and underscore the severity of their transgressions against Him. This serves not only as 



a prophetic warning but also as a painful reminder of the repercussions that disobedience can bring 
upon a community.

Jeremiah 34:17

"And ye shall be my witnesses, saith the LORD, and I will cause you to fall by the sword, and all Judah 
shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and the people shall be removed out of the land, 
and it shall be desolate."

In this verse, God emphasizes the gravity of His judgment by reminding the people that their 
disobedience has personal and collective repercussions. The phrase "ye shall be my witnesses" stresses 
that the unfolding events will serve as tangible evidence of God's sovereignty and faithfulness to His 
word. The certainty of falling by the sword signifies an unavoidable fate, painting a dire yet prophetic 
picture of Judah's future. The imagery of desolation captures the tragic outcome of their rebellion, 
prophesying a complete loss of both land and identity as they face exile under Babylonian control. This 
statement encapsulates the dual aspect of prophecy—warning the people while simultaneously 
affirming God's authority, illustrating His role as both judge and protector and ensuring that the 
narrative of their unfaithfulness will be historically and theologically recorded.

Jeremiah 34:18

"And I will give the men that have transgressed my covenant, which have not performed the words of 
the covenant which they had made before me, when they cut the calf in twain, and passed between the 
parts thereof."

This verse focuses on the seriousness of covenant transgression. God evokes the imagery of a 
traditional covenant-making ritual wherein animals were cut in two, symbolizing a deep and binding 
agreement between parties. By recalling this act, God highlights the seriousness of the covenant that 
the people violated. Those who failed to uphold their commitments are now subject to judgment due to 
their betrayal. The phrase "transgressed my covenant" emphasizes that the people didn’t merely act 
immorally but broke their solemn promises made to God, which underscores the theological 
importance of faithfulness in covenant relationships. The imagery of cutting a calf symbolizes the 
heavy consequences that come with disobedience—separation from God’s protection and blessing, 
leaving them vulnerable to the full weight of judgment.

Jeremiah 34:19

"The princes of Judah, and the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the priests, and all the people of 
the land, which passed between the parts of the calf,"

In this verse, God identifies the specific groups within Judah who have participated in the covenant—
highlighting the collective nature of the sin, as leaders and people alike are implicated in the failure to 
comply with God’s commands. The mention of various sectors of society, including princes, priests, 
and eunuchs, shows that this covenant was not merely an individual promise but a communal 
agreement that had implications for the entire nation. The act of "passing between the parts of the calf" 
serves as a powerful reminder of the seriousness of the covenant made before God. This collective 



responsibility illustrates the weight of leadership and the severity of their unfaithfulness; it indicates 
that leaders, like their people, are not exempt from judgment. God’s acknowledgment of these figures 
serves to underline their failure and the communal consequences of their actions.

Jeremiah 34:20

"I will even give them into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life: and 
their dead bodies shall be for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beasts of the earth."

This verse paints a grim picture of the consequences awaiting those who transgressed God's covenant. 
The declaration that God will deliver them into the hands of their enemies signifies complete 
abandonment and divine judgment for their actions. The stark imagery of dead bodies being left for 
scavengers speaks to the extent of humiliation and destruction that will befall them. This gruesome fate 
reinforces the seriousness of their rebellion against God, illustrating the dire consequences that often 
follow in the wake of breaking covenant with the divine. The mention of "the fowls of the heaven" and 
"the beasts of the earth" symbolizes not just defeat but total devastation, further emphasizing the 
abandonment of God’s protection. It encapsulates a sobering lesson about the weight of covenant 
fidelity and the national repercussions when leaders and people alike fail to uphold their commitments.

Jeremiah 34:21

"And Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes will I give into the hand of their enemies, and into the 
hand of them that seek their life, and into the hand of the king of Babylon, which hath besieged you."

In this verse, God specifies that King Zedekiah and his princes will face the same fate as the rest of the 
people, affirming that no one is exempt from the judgment that follows disobedience. Zedekiah’s 
leadership and influence do not shield him from the consequences of collective failure. The repetition 
of phrases indicating that they will be given into the hands of their enemies reinforces the certainty and 
specificity of the prophecy. The fact that Zedekiah will be handed over to Nebuchadnezzar, the king of 
Babylon—who is already besieging them—highlights the inescapability of their situation. The 
prophetic declaration stresses the intertwined nature of political authority and spiritual responsibility, 
reminding the reader that leaders bear a significant burden in upholding God’s commands, especially in 
times of crisis.

Jeremiah 34:22

"'Behold, I will command, saith the LORD, and cause them to return to this city; and they shall fight 
against it, and take it, and burn it with fire: and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation without an 
inhabitant.'"

In this concluding verse, God conveys the finality of the outcome for Judah and Jerusalem. The 
proclamation that He will command the Babylonians to return to the city establishes God’s sovereignty 
over the enemies of Israel; they are instruments of His judgment. The repeated notions of fighting, 
taking, and burning illustrate the complete destruction that awaits Jerusalem, culminating in a dire 
prophecy of desolation. The phrase "desolation without an inhabitant" conveys the tragic outcome of 
disobedience where the once-bustling cities of Judah will be left abandoned—a reminder of how far the 



nation has fallen from God’s favor. This final declaration encapsulates the weight of the preceding 
verses, serving as a somber reminder of the importance of fidelity to God’s commandments and the dire 
consequences of neglecting one’s obligations both to God and to one another.

CHAPTER 35:

Jeremiah 35:1

"The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king 
of Judah, saying,"

In this opening verse, we see the introduction of God's message to the prophet Jeremiah during the 
reign of King Jehoiakim, a period characterized by political instability and spiritual decline in Judah. 
The phrase "the word which came unto Jeremiah" signifies the divine origin of the message, 
emphasizing God’s desire to communicate His will to His people through the prophet. It sets the tone 
for the contemplation of obedience and faithfulness as God prepares to highlight a living example of 
fidelity in stark contrast to the disobedience prevalent among the people of Judah.

Jeremiah 35:2

"Go unto the house of the Rechabites, and speak unto them, and bring them into the house of the 
LORD, into one of the chambers, and give them wine to drink."

Here, God instructs Jeremiah to go to the Rechabites, a seemingly obscure yet pivotal clan known for 
their strict adherence to a lifestyle of abstinence from wine and a nomadic way of living. By inviting 
them to the House of the Lord and offering them wine, God sets up a powerful moment of testing that 
will reveal their convictions and fidelity to their ancestral commands. This act is laden with meaning, 
as it not only serves as a practical demonstration of obedience but also as a symbolic contrast between 
the Rechabites’ faithfulness to their commitments and the spiritual waywardness of the Israelites.

Jeremiah 35:3

"Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, and his brethren, and all his sons, 
and the whole house of the Rechabites;"

In this verse, Jeremiah begins to gather a representative group of the Rechabites, specifically 
mentioning Jaazaniah, which indicates that this family has notable leaders among them. By assembling 
them, Jeremiah underscores the importance of this event; it's not just an individual test but involves the 
entire lineage of the Rechabites, highlighting their communal identity. The careful listing of names 
emphasizes the respect and importance given to these individuals within their society, allowing for a 
greater impact when the overarching theme of fidelity versus disobedience is revealed.

Jeremiah 35:4

"And I brought them into the house of the LORD, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan, the son of 
Igdaliah, a man of God, which was by the chamber of the princes, which was above the chamber of 
Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door."



Jeremiah leads the Rechabites into a sacred space—the House of the Lord—specifically into a chamber 
associated with individuals of prominence, including the "sons of Hanan." By bringing them into such 
a place, he lends a layer of significance to the moment; it is a demonstration of God’s respect for those 
living in obedience, no matter their societal status. The spatial details provided offer a vivid backdrop, 
painting a picture of the setting where this divine test and revelation will unfold, making the act even 
more consequential, as it is steeped in the holiness of the temple.

Jeremiah 35:5

"And I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites pots full of wine, and cups: and I said unto 
them, Drink ye wine."

In an act designed to challenge their commitment, Jeremiah sets pots full of wine before the 
Rechabites, inviting them to partake in a substance that is forbidden in their tradition. This moment is 
deeply significant; it not only serves as a test of their resolve and faithfulness to their forefathers’ 
commandments, but also symbolizes the greater spiritual challenges faced by the people of Judah. As 
the Rechabites are confronted with temptation, the narrative intensifies, foreshadowing the broader 
theme of obedience God seeks from His people amidst the seductive allure of a collapsing cultural 
faithfulness.

Jeremiah 35:6

"But they said, We will drink no wine: for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, 
saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye nor your sons for ever:"

In this striking refusal, the Rechabites affirm their unwavering commitment to ancestral commands 
handed down by their forefather Jonadab. Their response highlights their integrity and steadfastness, 
showcasing a stark contrast to the disobedience evident in Judah. This declaration emphasizes their 
identity as a distinct community, defining themselves by their commitment to their father’s edicts. The 
gravity of their oath displays their dedication, resonating with the broader expectation of God’s people 
who, despite temptations and societal pressures, are called to remain loyal to divine principles and their 
own heritage.

Jeremiah 35:7

"Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have any; but all your days ye shall 
dwell in tents; that ye may live many days in the land where ye be strangers."

Here, the Rechabites articulate the comprehensive lifestyle mandates set forth by their ancestor 
Jonadab. Their abstention from building houses or planting vineyards illustrates a commitment to a life 
of nomadism, opting instead for a transient existence that echoes their forefather's guidance. This way 
of life is strikingly different from the settled and prosperous urban existence favored by many in Judah, 
underscoring their unique identity and commitment to living as sojourners. This lifestyle also serves as 
an implicit critique of the practices embraced by the people of Judah who had strayed far from the 
covenantal expectations set by God.



Jeremiah 35:8

"Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all that he hath charged us, 
to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our daughters;"

In this verse, the Rechabites affirm their comprehensive obedience, noting that their adherence to 
Jonadab's commands spans generations. Their commitment is encapsulated in a familial context, as the 
binding nature of these commandments extends to every member of their household, showcasing a 
united front of manifestation against the societal norms prevalent around them. This fidelity not only 
serves as a testimony of loyalty but also elevates their identity as a community, providing a powerful 
contrast to the Israelites who repeatedly turn from God’s statutes. Their claim reinforces the theme of 
the significance of obedience to God’s commands through the legacy of their forefather.

Jeremiah 35:9

"Nor to build houses for us to dwell in: neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed:"

The reiteration of their refusal to partake in domesticity further deepens the Rechabites' expression of 
commitment. By renouncing the stability and prosperity that comes with owning land and property, 
they highlight their adherence to a lifestyle of simplicity, in favor of the nomadic heritage passed down 
to them. This deliberate choice not only emphasizes their obedience but serves as a reminder of the 
larger call for the people of Judah to return to the ways of righteousness and dependence on God's 
provision rather than material accumulation. Their stark lifestyle decisions set a compelling example of 
faithfulness amidst a culture increasingly characterized by excess and disobedience.

Jeremiah 35:10

"But we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and have done according to all that Jonadab our father 
commanded us."

The Rechabites stand firmly on their declaration of obedience, emphasizing their choice to dwell in 
tents as an act of devotion to their heritage. Their lifestyle choices are not merely about avoiding wine 
and physical permanence; they signify a deeper spiritual commitment to the commands of Jonadab. By 
living in tents, they assert their identity as a people set apart, rejecting surrounding influences that 
demand conformity. This act of obedience serves to underscore the lessons God imparts to both the 
Rechabites and the people of Judah, encouraging a true evaluation of faithfulness and devotion to God's 
commandments.

Jeremiah 35:11

"But it came to pass, when Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, that we said, Come, 
and let us go to Jerusalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the Syrians: 
so we dwell at Jerusalem."

Here, a significant turning point occurs as the Rechabites recount their response to the threat posed by 
Babylonian forces. Their migration to Jerusalem reflects a strategic decision made out of fear for their 
safety, yet it is also a testament to their resilience and adaptability as a community. Despite this 



existential threat, the Rechabites’ willingness to move conveys a measure of pragmatism and survival, 
highlighting their ongoing commitment to their identities and practices. This move juxtaposes their 
rootedness in the commands of Jonadab with the worldly challenges of their time, echoing an ongoing 
narrative of protection and survival for those who remain devoted to God's ways.

Jeremiah 35:12

"Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying,"

This verse serves as a pivotal transition, introducing God’s response to the Rechabites’ obedience. With 
the phrase "the word of the LORD," we see the continuation of divine communication, indicating that 
God is not silent in the presence of human fidelity. The arrival of this message suggests it stands as a 
crucial moment for reflection, implication, and divine evaluation. It foreshadows the revealing of 
deeper spiritual truths as God uses the Rechabites' faithfulness as a lens through which the rest of 
Judah's disobedience will be examined.

Jeremiah 35:13

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to my words? saith the LORD."

God issues a direct challenge to Judah, asking why they have not heeded His voice. This rhetorical 
question implies disappointment and serves as an indictment against the people for their failure to 
respond to His teachings. The mention of “the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem” broadens 
the scope of accountability, implying that all are culpable for their disobedience. God’s inquiry 
contrasts sharply with the Rechabites’ unwavering obedience and invites the people to consider their 
own ways of living against the example given by the Rechabites, highlighting the ongoing need for 
spiritual introspection and repentance.

Jeremiah 35:14

"The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are 
performed; for unto this day they drink none, but obey their father’s commandment: notwithstanding I 
have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye have not hearkened unto me."

In this verse, God uses the Rechabites’ steadfastness as an analogy to the obstinance of Judah. Their 
faithful adherence to Jonadab's command emphasizes a contrast; despite God's repeated calls for His 
people to return and obey, they have not listened. The use of "rising early and speaking" signifies God's 
persistent efforts to reach His people, underscoring His patience and care. This contrast raises a 
powerful challenge for Judah, heralding an opportunity for reflection on the nature of their 
disobedience, with the example of the Rechabites standing as a call to fidelity and connection with 
God’s will.

Jeremiah 35:15

"I have sent also unto you all my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, 
Return ye now every man from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after other gods to 



serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I have given to you and to your fathers: but ye have 
not inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto me."

In this poignant proclamation, God reveals the thorough nature of His outreach to the people through 
the prophets, encouraging repentance and a return to faithfulness. The repeated emphasis on both His 
urgency (“rising up early”) and the exhortation to abandon "evil ways" highlights God's relentless 
pursuit of His people’s hearts. The specific prohibitions against following other gods underscore the 
covenantal relationship He maintains with Israel, reminding them of His promises and expectations. 
Yet, the verse starkly concludes with the tragic reality: despite numerous appeals, the people have 
chosen to turn a deaf ear, illustrating the profound human tendency toward disobedience.

Jeremiah 35:16

"Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father, 
which he commanded them; but this people hath not hearkened unto me."

In this striking juxtaposition, God highlights the Rechabites' obedience against the backdrop of Judah's 
disobedience, asserting that while the Rechabites have faithfully executed Jonadab's commands, the 
Israelites have turned away from His directives. This serves not only as an indictment of the rebellious 
nature of God's chosen people but also elevates the Rechabites as an exemplar of fidelity, drawing a 
clear line between those who listen and act upon God’s call and those who disregard it. Their adherence 
is a testimony that challenges Judah to reflect on their own relationship with God, stressing the 
importance of obedience and the ramifications of forsaking divine expectations.

Jeremiah 35:17

"Therefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon Judah and 
upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have pronounced against them: because I have 
spoken unto them, but they have not heard; and I have called unto them, but they have not answered."

This prophetic declaration reveals the consequences of Judah's disobedience and disregard for God’s 
instruction. The phrase "I will bring upon Judah...all the evil" reflects the seriousness of their 
transgressions and the inevitable repercussions of their choices. God's reiteration of His efforts to 
communicate—with specific mention of both "spoken" and "called"—demonstrates His desire for a 
responsive relationship, rendering their lack of response even more critical. This moment solidifies 
God's frustration with His people and marks a pivotal point in the narrative, where the gravity of their 
inaction aligns with divine judgment.

Jeremiah 35:18

"And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; 
Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done 
according to all that he hath commanded you:"

In this moment, God extends commendation to the Rechabites through Jeremiah, recognizing their 
faithful adherence to Jonadab’s commands. This affirmation not only highlights their loyalty as an 
isolated example of righteousness amid the rebellion of Judah but also serves to underscore the 



blessings that come from obedience. Their choice to follow Jonadab is positioned as an act with 
significant spiritual implications, reinforcing the value of legacy and the enduring impact of 
faithfulness through generations. The Rechabites stand as a beacon of hope amid desolation, suggesting 
the potential for divine reward stemming from persistent fidelity to God’s will.

Jeremiah 35:19

"Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a 
man to stand before me for ever."

In a powerful conclusion, God promises that Jonadab’s legacy will endure—"shall not want a man to 
stand before me for ever." This declaration signifies both recognition and reward for the Rechabites’ 
obedience; God assures that their faithfulness will have lasting consequences. The promise of an 
ongoing lineage in His presence reflects the significance of righteous living and divine relationship, 
illustrating the blessings that obedience affords. This notion invites reflection on the broader 
implications of faithfulness, suggesting that through their enduring legacy, the Rechabites stand not 
only as witnesses of obedience but also as examples of the grace and favor that God bestows upon 
those who remain aligned with His will.

CHAPTER 36:

Jeremiah 36:1

"And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word 
came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,"
In the fourth year of King Jehoiakim’s reign, the prophet Jeremiah receives a divine revelation from the 
Lord. This timing is crucial because it situates the prophetic word within a specific historical and 
political context—Jehoiakim’s rule was marked by turmoil and wickedness, influencing the moral and 
spiritual climate of Judah. The phrase “this word came” emphasizes the active communication from 
God to His prophet, highlighting the significance of prophecy as a means through which God conveys 
His will and intentions for His people. During this period of apostasy and rebellion, God's message 
aims to call the nation back to repentance.

Jeremiah 36:2

"Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, 
and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, 
even unto this day."
God instructs Jeremiah to write down all the prophecies delivered since the reign of King Josiah, 
spanning a crucial period of prophetic ministry. The reference to a "roll of a book" points to the ancient 
practice of composing scrolls for the preservation and dissemination of important texts. This command 
underlines the need for an accurate and permanent record of God’s warnings and judgments against 
Israel, Judah, and the surrounding nations. The explicit command to document these messages serves 
not only as a testimony against their disobedience but also as a call for accountability and awareness 
among the people regarding their covenant relationship with God.



Jeremiah 36:3

"It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them, that they may 
return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin."
God expresses a hope that by recording these words, the house of Judah may come to understand the 
gravity of their sins and the impending judgment. This verse reflects God's desire for repentance and 
reconciliation; His willingness to forgive iniquities is a testament to His mercy. The use of “may” 
indicates God’s hope rather than certainty, revealing the complexity of human free will—Judah could 
choose to heed or ignore the warnings. This underscores a central theme of the prophetic literature: the 
urgent call to repentance and the possibility of restoration through divine compassion.

Jeremiah 36:4

"Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah; and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the 
words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him upon a roll of a book."
Jeremiah enlists Baruch, his faithful scribe, to transcribe the prophetic messages. This partnership 
highlights the collaborative effort in the prophetic ministry, where Baruch plays a crucial role in 
ensuring that the words of the Lord are faithfully recorded. The act of “writing from the mouth of 
Jeremiah” emphasizes the oral nature of prophetic delivery, signifying that these words are not merely 
human expressions but divinely inspired revelations. Baruch's function as a scribe further illustrates the 
importance of preserving God’s messages for future generations, reinforcing the need for continuity in 
God's covenantal relationship with His people.

Jeremiah 36:5

"And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; I cannot go into the house of the LORD:"
In this verse, Jeremiah reveals that he is restricted from entering the temple, likely due to opposition 
from the authorities or the people's rejection of his message. This confinement adds a layer of urgency 
to the situation; it showcases the peril faced by true prophets of God in a hostile environment. 
Jeremiah’s inability to visit the house of the Lord signifies the spiritual estrangement between God and 
His people, a symbolism of the disconnect between the worship of God and the lives of the people. It 
sets the stage for Baruch to take on an active role in delivering God’s message to the people, 
highlighting the necessity of perseverance in prophetic duty despite personal hardships.

Jeremiah 36:6

"Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the words of the 
LORD in the ears of the people in the LORD'S house upon the fasting day: and also thou shalt read 
them in the ears of all Judah that come out of their cities."
As a result of Jeremiah's confinement, God communicates that Baruch should read the scroll publicly, 
particularly during a day of fasting. The choice of a fasting day emphasizes the gravity of the message; 
it is a moment when the people are likely to be more receptive to solemn reflection and self-
examination. The directive underscores the prophet's role as a mouthpiece for the Lord, ensuring that 
these vital warnings are proclaimed boldly. Furthermore, reading "in the ears of all Judah" signifies a 



public accountability, where a collective recognition of sin is imperative for communal repentance and 
restoration.

Jeremiah 36:7

"It may be they will present their supplication before the LORD, and will return every one from his evil 
way: for great is the anger and the fury that the LORD hath pronounced against this people."
Here, God expresses the hope that the reading of the scroll will inspire the people to repent and turn 
back to Him. The mention of “present their supplication” implies that genuine repentance involves 
seeking the Lord’s mercy. The verse encapsulates the dual themes of divine judgment and the 
possibility of mercy, equipping the listeners with the understanding that their repentant actions can 
influence their fate. God’s anger against Israel and Judah is described as “great,” signifying the 
seriousness of their transgressions and the urgency for them to change their ways to avert impending 
destruction.

Jeremiah 36:8

"And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading 
in the book the words of the LORD in the LORD'S house."
Baruch's obedience to Jeremiah's command illustrates his loyalty and dedication to fulfilling God's will. 
By reading the words of the Lord in the temple, Baruch becomes a vital link between the divine 
message and the people of Judah, emphasizing the importance of delivering God's word even amidst 
trials. This verse highlights the role of faithfulness in ministry; Baruch does not hesitate to act on the 
prophetic instruction despite potential risks. His actions serve as a reminder of the obligation prophets 
have in communicating God's truth, regardless of personal circumstances or external opposition.

Jeremiah 36:9

"And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, in the ninth month, that they 
proclaimed a fast before the LORD to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from 
the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem."
This verse sets the stage for a significant public assembly, highlighting the communal aspect of seeking 
God’s favor through fasting. The reference to the fifth year of Jehoiakim adds a chronological marker 
that shows the persistence of Jeremiah’s ministry during tumultuous times. The proclamation of a fast 
is a crucial moment, as it indicates that the people, despite their spiritual decline, recognize an urgent 
need for divine intervention in their lives. This atmosphere of collective humility and supplication 
provides an opportune moment for Baruch to deliver the message intended to incite repentance.

Jeremiah 36:10

"Then Baruch read in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of 
Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the ears of all the people."
Baruch fulfills his prophetic task by reading Jeremiah's messages in the temple, specifically in a 
prominent chamber belonging to a notable scribe, Gemariah. This location not only reflects the formal 
nature of the reading but also situates Baruch within the context of a respected tradition of scholarship 



and scripture. The act of reading "in the ears of all the people" emphasizes the public nature of this 
proclamation; it is a direct engagement with the community, ensuring that God's words are accessible 
and heard by all. This moment becomes pivotal for the future of Judah, as their reaction to these words 
will ultimately determine their path forward.

Jeremiah 36:11

"And when Michaiah the son of Gemariah the son of Shaphan had heard out of the book all the words 
of the LORD,"
Michaiah, the son of Gemariah, serves as a representative of the listener's reaction to Baruch’s reading. 
His response is significant as it reflects the varied engagements of the people with the prophetic words
—some may be bewildered, while others may feel conviction or rebellion. The lineage of Michaiah, 
connected to scribes known for their knowledge, indicates the weight of the message and the 
seriousness with which it should be taken. His hearing of the words suggests the immediate impact of 
the delivery, allowing the message to resonate within the community, potentially provoking thought 
and leading to broader discussions regarding the state of their nation.

Jeremiah 36:12

"He went down into the king's house, into the scribe's chamber, and lo, all the princes sat there, even 
Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and Gemariah 
the son of Shaphan, and all the princes."
Michaiah's action of going to the king's house to report what he has heard underscores the urgency of 
the message. The presence of notable figures, including scribes and princes, highlights the gravity of 
the situation and the necessity for leadership to be alerted to the contents of the scroll. By gathering 
these influential individuals, Michaiah emphasizes the importance of awareness and the potential for 
significant decisions based on the divine revelation presented to them. Their status suggests that the 
words Baruch has read must be taken into account by those in power, potentially influencing the 
direction of national policy concerning faithfulness to God.

Jeremiah 36:13

"Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in the 
ears of the people."
Michaiah's declaration of the words heard from Baruch serves as a critical link that ensures the divine 
message is escalated to those who hold authority. His role is pivotal, as he translates the public reading 
into a context where decisions are made, fortifying the importance of communication channels in 
prophetic ministry. This act of relaying God’s message ensures that the urgency is not lost and that the 
ramifications of the scroll's contents are brought forth into the public discourse. It is a vital step in 
disseminating divine truth, calling those in power to consider their actions and responsibilities as 
leaders of the people.



Jeremiah 36:14

"Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shalamiah, the son of Cushi, 
unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and 
come."
The princes' decision to send Jehudi to Baruch indicates a serious intent to engage with the contents of 
the scroll. This directive highlights the significance of the message, as the princes recognize the 
necessity of understanding and addressing the warnings contained within Jeremiah's prophecies. The 
mention of Baruch coming "in thine hand the roll” reflects the physicality and tangibility of the divine 
word, contrasting the ephemeral nature of human decision-making with the eternal gravity of God's 
revelations. This moment is critical, as it illustrates the recognition of authority and responsibility 
among the leadership to confront the implications of their actions and the dire warnings they have 
received.

Jeremiah 36:15

"And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears."
The princes' invitation for Baruch to read the scroll to them marks a pivotal moment as it signifies their 
willingness to engage with the divine message directly. This act of sitting down implies a readiness to 
listen, reflecting a change in posture among the leaders, who seek understanding in the face of God’s 
judgment. Baruch’s act of reading the scroll reinforces the communal nature of God’s word; it is not 
just for individual reflection but for collective discernment and action. This moment embodies the 
intersection of divine sovereignty and human agency—a critical juncture that could lead to repentance 
or further rebellion depending on the response of these influential leaders.

Jeremiah 36:16

"Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they were afraid both one and other, and said 
unto Baruch, We will surely tell the king of all these words."
The immediate reaction of the princes upon hearing the words from the scroll is one of fear, indicating 
the power of God's word to elicit a profound emotional response. Their fear reveals an 
acknowledgment of the seriousness of the warnings within the prophecies, recognizing the implications 
of their collective actions and the dire consequences that could follow. Their decision to inform the 
king signifies a critical shift—there is a potential for a course of action that involves addressing the 
kingdom's spiritual state. This moment reflects the profound impact of prophetic words and illustrates 
how they can provoke a recognition of accountability among leaders, serving as a catalyst for potential 
change.

Jeremiah 36:17

"And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, how didst thou write all these words at his mouth?"
This inquiry by the princes into Baruch's method of transcription underscores their curiosity about the 
prophetic process. They seek clarity on how these words were received, implying a desire to 
understand the authenticity and authority of the message. This questioning reflects their recognition of 
the weightiness of the prophecy and their need to verify the legitimacy of what they have heard. 



Baruch’s response would not only validate the words of Jeremiah but also highlight the divine nature of 
this communication, indicating that the transmission of God’s messages often requires careful 
interpretation and fidelity to the prophetic voice.

Jeremiah 36:18

"Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote 
them with ink in the book."
Baruch straightforwardly explains the process of how he transcribed the prophetic words, reinforcing 
the integrity of the message. His testimony emphasizes the direct communication from Jeremiah, and 
by extension, from God, to the people. This clear acknowledgment underscores the reliability of the 
prophecy and dismisses any doubt regarding its origin. Baruch’s role as a scribe becomes pivotal—his 
commitment to accurately convey God’s message reflects the responsibility borne by those who serve 
as vessels for divine truth. This transparency in communication fosters trust among the leaders, further 
solidifying the importance of the message they have just received.

Jeremiah 36:19

"Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; and let no man know where ye 
be."
The princes' urgent suggestion to Baruch and Jeremiah to hide reveals the gravity of the situation. They 
recognize the potential backlash from King Jehoiakim, who may not take lightly the dire warnings 
regarding his reign and the nation's sins. The call for concealment speaks to the risks faced by true 
prophets in a hostile environment, as the rulers become aware that the proclamation of God’s judgment 
can provoke fierce opposition. This protective action illustrates the princes' growing understanding of 
the significance of the scroll's message and their responsibility to safeguard the prophet's lives from 
those who might seek to silence them.

Jeremiah 36:20

"And they went in to the king into the court; but they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the 
scribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king."
The princes fulfill their commitment to relay the vital message to King Jehoiakim, though they choose 
to store the scroll separately in the chamber of Elishama. This careful handling of the scroll suggests a 
recognition of its importance while potentially allowing it to be discreet, reflecting the delicate balance 
between boldness in delivering God’s word and the wisdom needed to navigate the socio-political 
landscape. Informing the king illustrates the princes' proactive approach to intercession, emphasizing 
their recognition of the urgency of the time and the need for leadership to respond appropriately to 
God’s revealed plan.

Jeremiah 36:21

"So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe's chamber. And 
Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king."
King Jehoiakim's order to retrieve the scroll marks a crucial moment of revelation. Jehudi's public 



reading of the scroll to both the king and the princes serves to place the divine message directly in front 
of the highest earthly authority in Judah. This act emphasizes the accountability of the leaders to 
respond to God’s word, suggesting that the power of divine truth must be reckoned with at the highest 
levels. The presence of all the princes alongside the king highlights the collective responsibility of 
leadership; they must confront the reality of prophetic warnings and discern how they align with their 
governance of the people.

Jeremiah 36:22

"Now the king sat in the winter house in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning 
before him."
The scene shifts to a specific setting—the king's winter house, where he sits by a fire. This imagery 
creates a stark contrast between the warmth and comfort of the king's surroundings and the chilling 
message being read to him. The atmospheric detail serves to underline the gravity of the moment, with 
the king poised to receive a warning that could disrupt the very stability he enjoys. The contrast 
emphasizes the tension between divine judgment and earthly security, prompting readers to reflect on 
the implications of ignoring God’s call when situated in positions of power and comfort.

Jeremiah 36:23

"And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and 
cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the 
hearth."
King Jehoiakim’s act of cutting the scroll and burning it demonstrates an outright rejection of God's 
message. This violent dismissal signifies not only a refusal to heed the prophetic warnings but also an 
attempt to erase the accountability that comes with divine truth. This act of destruction reveals the 
king's stubbornness and contempt for God's word, reflecting a heart hardened against repentance. The 
consumption of the scroll in flames symbolizes the obliteration of the divine message and illustrates a 
broader theme of the consequences of disbelief and defiance against God.

Jeremiah 36:24

"Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all 
these words."
The lack of fear among the king and his servants in light of the destruction of the scroll is a poignant 
commentary on their spiritual state. Their indifference to the prophetic warning and the act of burning 
the scroll highlights a profound hardness of heart, illustrating the depth of their rebellion against God. 
In contrast to the expected response of contrition, their dismissal reveals a troubling complacency in the 
face of impending judgment. This underscores a recurring theme within the prophetic texts: the danger 
of ignoring God's calls for repentance and the dire consequences of spiritual apathy.

Jeremiah 36:25

"Nevertheless El Nathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession to the king that he would 
not burn the roll: but he would not hear them."



Despite the boldness of the king’s actions, there remained among his advisors a recognition of the 
importance of the scroll’s message. The intercession of El Nathan, Delaiah, and Gemariah highlights 
the tension between faithfulness and rebellion within the court. Their attempts to persuade Jehoiakim to 
reconsider his decision are commendable; they represent the voices of reason and conscience struggling 
against the prevailing culture of disregard for divine authority. However, their failure to sway the king 
illustrates the often difficult battle faced by those who seek to uphold God’s truth within hostile 
environments, serving as a reminder that conviction may not always prevail in the face of obstinate 
leadership.

Jeremiah 36:26

"But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hamalek, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah 
the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet; but the LORD hid them."
The king’s command to capture Baruch and Jeremiah reveals the lengths to which he will go to 
suppress God’s message and eliminate the prophets who convey it. This act of aggression underscores 
the danger that true prophets often face when challenging earthly authorities. However, the divine 
intervention implied in “the LORD hid them” emphasizes God's protective hand over His faithful 
servants, signifying that even amidst opposition, God preserves those who follow Him. This verse 
highlights the theme of the divine safeguarding of His messengers, assuring that they will fulfill their 
ministry despite human attempts to thwart God’s will.

Jeremiah 36:27

"Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, and the words 
which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying,"
God reiterates His sovereignty and faithfulness by responding to Jehoiakim's rejection of the scroll. The 
mention of the “word of the LORD” coming to Jeremiah after the destruction of the scroll highlights 
the unrelenting nature of divine communication; God’s truth cannot be silenced or destroyed by human 
actions. This verse affirms that the prophetic word remains relevant and potent, regardless of attempts 
to dismiss or destroy it. God's constancy in delivering His message underscores the idea that His 
directives and warnings will continue to be articulated, transcending the physical scroll that was 
burned.

Jeremiah 36:28

"Take thee again another roll, and write it in all the former words that were in the first roll, which 
Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned."
In response to the burning of the scroll, God commands Jeremiah to rewrite the same prophecies, 
emphasizing the persistent nature of His message and the unwavering authority behind it. This 
instruction signifies that God's warnings are not contingent on human acceptance; they continue to be 
valid and will be reiterated as necessary. The act of producing a second scroll reinforces the theme of 
divine resilience in the face of human defiance, illustrating God’s determination to communicate His 
will to His people despite opposition. It also serves as a testament to His mercy, providing the people of 
Judah another opportunity to heed His call and change their ways.



Jeremiah 36:29

"And concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast burned this 
roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and 
destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast?"
In this verse, God instructs Jeremiah to deliver a direct message to King Jehoiakim regarding his 
actions and their implications. The conditional phrase "Thou hast burned this roll" highlights 
Jehoiakim’s willful dismissal of God's warnings concerning judgment from Babylon. The king’s 
question, “Why hast thou written therein,” illustrates his skepticism towards the prophetic message, 
marking a pivotal moment of confrontation between divine authority and human arrogance. This verse 
encapsulates the prophecy concerning the imminent threat of Babylon, reiterating that Jehoiakim’s 
rejection of God’s message will not negate the consequences that await the nation due to their 
unfaithfulness.

Jeremiah 36:30

"Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne 
of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost."
God’s pronouncement through Jeremiah outlines the severe judgment awaiting Jehoiakim as a 
consequence of his rejection of divine authority. The certainty that he "shall have none to sit upon the 
throne of David" signifies a complete forfeiture of his lineage and legacy, illustrating the seriousness of 
his actions. The imagery of his body left unburied reflects utter disgrace, indicating how his 
disobedience will lead to both historical and spiritual ramifications. This verse serves as a sobering 
reminder that leadership in God’s name carries weighty consequences, reinforcing the idea that those in 
authority must navigate their roles in obedience to God’s will.

Jeremiah 36:31

"And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced 
against them; but they hearkened not."
This verse compiles a comprehensive declaration of God’s impending judgment on Jehoiakim, his 
lineage, and the nation as a whole for their persistent unrighteousness. The reference to punishment 
upon "him and his seed and his servants" emphasizes the collective ramifications of sin, indicating that 
generational curses can manifest due to unrepented iniquities. God's reiteration of "all the evil that I 
have pronounced" serves as a stark reminder of His prophetic warnings and the dire consequences of 
ignoring divine messages. Furthermore, the phrase "but they hearkened not" underscores the tragic 
reality of human disobedience and the willful blindness that leads to destruction, marking a critical 
point of accountability for the people of Judah.

Jeremiah 36:32

"Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote 
therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had 
burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like words."



Jeremiah faithfully obeys God's command by providing Baruch with a new scroll, ensuring the 
continuity and preservation of God’s message. This act of rewriting the prophecies symbolizes 
resilience—the word of the Lord endures despite attempts to destroy it, and God’s will cannot be 
thwarted. Including “many like words” signifies God's intention to reinforce the severity of the 
warning, demonstrating both compassion and sternness in His communication. This addition serves as 
a profound reminder of God’s commitment to truth and justice, as He empowers His prophets to 
continue speaking to a wayward people in hopes of their eventual repentance.

This approach to each verse offers a comprehensive and reflective commentary on each passage in 
Jeremiah Chapter 36, exploring themes of prophecy, rejection, divine sovereignty, and the pathway to 
potential redemption.

CHAPTER 37:

Jeremiah 37:1

"And king Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made king in the land of Judah."

This verse marks a pivotal moment in the historical context of Judah, introducing King Zedekiah, the 
last ruler of the Kingdom before its fall. Zedekiah, who is also known as Mattaniah, was appointed by 
Nebuchadnezzar II, the Babylonian king, as a vassal ruler after deposing his nephew Jehoiachin (also 
called Coniah). This appointment highlights the dire political situation in Judah, under the looming 
threat of Babylonian dominance. The mention of Zedekiah's lineage connects him to the former kings 
of Judah, evoking the legacy of his father, Josiah, known for his reforms and attempts to return Judah to 
the worship of Yahweh. This sets the stage for the tensions that exist between the divine mandate upon 
the lineage of David and the harsh realities of foreign conquest and oppression. 

Jeremiah 37:2

"But neither he, nor his servants, nor the people of the land, did hearken unto the words of the LORD, 
which he spake by the prophet Jeremiah."

In this verse, the spiritual climate of Judah under King Zedekiah is addressed, revealing a troubling 
disregard for divine counsel. Despite the clear prophetic messages delivered by Jeremiah—who had 
been God's spokesperson during this tumultuous period—the king and his officials showed a stark 
unwillingness to heed these warnings. This disobedience indicates a deeper disconnect between the 
leadership and their responsibility to uphold God's commands, which foretold the catastrophic 
consequences of their sinful practices. The mention of "the people of the land" suggests a widespread 
noncompliance, reflecting a societal norm that had shifted away from fidelity to Yahweh. This verse 
encapsulates the tragedy of spiritual deafness in leadership and the resultant peril facing the nation as 
they ignored the prophetic calls to repentance and alignment with God's will. 



Jeremiah 37:3

"And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the 
priest to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Pray now unto the LORD our God for us."

Here, Zedekiah’s actions reveal a flicker of desperation amidst the backdrop of impending disaster. By 
commissioning Jehucal and Zephaniah to seek out Jeremiah, the king acknowledges the prophet’s 
pivotal role as an intermediary between God and the people, even while failing to fully embrace his 
prior messages. This act of sending emissaries to Jeremiah can be interpreted as a mixture of political 
maneuvering and a genuine request for guidance, reflecting the king's anxiety over the threats posed by 
the advancing Babylonian army. Zedekiah's request, "Pray now unto the LORD our God for us," 
underscores a recognition of the power of prayer, yet it also hints at the superficiality of his faith; he 
seeks divine favor while simultaneously neglecting the calls to repentance that Jeremiah has 
consistently delivered. This tension between faith and failure becomes a thematic undercurrent in the 
narrative, illustrating how fear can compel actions that don't align with long-term obedience.

Jeremiah 37:4

"Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people: for they had not put him into prison."

This verse highlights a significant moment of relative freedom for Jeremiah, contrasting previous 
chapters where he faced imprisonment due to his unpopular prophecies. His ability to move freely 
amongst the people, despite the prevailing dangers from both the political elite and the advancing 
Babylonian threat, suggests a temporary reprieve. This period allows Jeremiah to continue his 
prophetic ministry, providing him with opportunities to speak truth to power and warn the populace 
about the consequences of Zedekiah's disobedience. The lack of incarceration also underscores the 
complex relationship between Zedekiah and Jeremiah; even as the king remains largely dismissive of 
prophetic counsel, there exists a recognition that Jeremiah still embodies an essential voice within the 
community. The tension of these dynamics paints a vivid picture of a prophet navigating a precarious 
environment, embodying the struggles of a faithful servant of God against a backdrop of political 
machinations and existential peril.

Jeremiah 37:5

"Then Pharaoh's army was come forth out of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem 
heard tidings of them, they departed from Jerusalem."

The arrival of Pharaoh's army presents a momentary relief for the besieged city of Jerusalem, 
momentarily shifting the focus from internal prophetic dissent to external military threat. The 
Babylonian siege had forced the people of Judah into a state of desperation, and news of Egyptian help, 
despite being ultimately unreliable, caused the Chaldeans (Babylonians) to withdraw temporarily. This 
verse highlights the precariousness of Judah's situation, where reliance on foreign powers like Egypt, 
historically seen as allies, illuminates a failure to trust in God’s providence. The situation reflects the 
cyclical nature of hope and despair that characterizes the broader narrative of Jeremiah, as fleeting 
moments of potential deliverance are always shadowed by the unfaithfulness of the people. This 
withdrawal of the Chaldeans serves as a rich metaphor for transient human hope juxtaposed with the 



enduring sovereignty of God, as the prophet must soon remind the people of the ultimate futility of 
their alliances rooted in fear rather than faith.

Jeremiah 37:6

"Then came the word of the LORD unto the prophet Jeremiah, saying,"

In this verse, the unfolding narrative pivots back to the prophetic realm, reinstituting Jeremiah's 
indispensable role as the mouthpiece of God. The divine communication emphasizes that despite 
shifting political landscapes and Jerusalem's fluctuating fortunes, God remains actively engaged with 
His chosen people. This prophetic mandate is significant not only in reaffirming Jeremiah’s position but 
also in highlighting the ongoing dialogue between God and His prophet during a time of crisis. 
Jeremiah's receptiveness to God's voice underscores the importance of continual revelation, especially 
when human schemes falter. The phrase "Then came the word of the LORD" reflects the urgency and 
immediacy of divine intervention, indicating that God is not indifferent to the plight of His people even 
as they face inevitable consequences for their actions. In darker times, the assurance of divine guidance 
becomes crucial for those who remain faithful, like Jeremiah, providing both hope and instruction 
amidst despair.

Jeremiah 37:7

"Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me 
to enquire of me; Behold, Pharaoh's army, which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt into 
their own land."

In this verse, God delivers a stark message through Jeremiah, directly addressing the futility of 
Zedekiah's reliance on Egypt for assistance. The statement is unequivocal—the help that seems 
promising will ultimately fail. By declaring that Pharaoh’s army will return to Egypt, the LORD is 
reiterating that Judah’s hope placed in human alliances is misplaced and hence doomed to 
disappointment. This divine rebuke serves to elevate the spiritual plight of the people and emphasizes 
the consequences of their choices. The tone of the message is one of crisis; God is not only forewarning 
but also calling the king and the people back to trust in Him rather than in shifting political tides. It 
reinforces the prophetic theme that Judah’s deliverance does not come from external powers but 
through a genuine relationship with the divine. As the message reverberates through Zedekiah, it 
becomes a decisive moment of accountability, highlighting the overarching narrative of divine 
sovereignty over human affairs, particularly in times of national distress.

Jeremiah 37:8

"And the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, and take it, and burn it with fire."

Continuing from God's previous message, this verse lays out the impending doom facing Jerusalem 
with stark clarity. The phrase "the Chaldeans shall come again" announces that the temporary reprieve 
due to Pharaoh’s army is merely an illusion of safety; the Babylonian forces will return with renewed 
aggression. The forewarning that they will "take it, and burn it with fire" encapsulates the ultimate fate 
of Jerusalem, reflecting God's judgment against the persistent unfaithfulness of His people. Through 



Jeremiah, God is offering a sobering vision of destruction, a divine response to the pervasive sin and 
disobedience that had infected the nation. This prophetic declaration not only serves as a warning but 
also as an act of lamentation; Jeremiah’s revelations reflect both the heartbreaking reality of what the 
people will suffer and the divine sorrow over their choices. This moment in the text reinforces the 
gravity of divine judgment, illustrating how the consequences of unfaithfulness manifest in catastrophic 
national outcomes, urging the remaining faithful to reconsider their allegiance and response to God’s 
call.

Jeremiah 37:9

"Thus saith the LORD; Deceive not yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely depart from us: for 
they shall not depart."

This verse deepens the urgency of God’s message to His people by addressing a common tendency 
towards self-deception amidst crisis. The LORD cautions the inhabitants of Jerusalem against soothing 
themselves with false hopes regarding the Babylonian siege. The exhortation “Deceive not yourselves” 
resonates as a stark warning against complacency and denial; it implores the people to confront the 
harsh reality that the Chaldeans will not abandon their siege, regardless of any momentary reprieve. 
God’s assertion that they “shall not depart” underscores the severity of the situation and the inexorable 
nature of judgment if they continue along their path of disobedience. This call to honesty serves not 
only as a prophetic warning but as an invitation to repentance; acknowledging their plight before God 
is essential for any hope of restoration. The verse conveys that true security relies on a genuine 
relationship with God, urging the people and their leaders to reject illusions of safety founded in human 
machinations.

Jeremiah 37:10

"For though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there remained 
but wounded men among them, yet should they rise up every man in his tent, and burn this city with 
fire."

God’s proclamation continues to paint a vivid picture of the impossibility of escape from impending 
doom, emphasizing that even if the people of Judah achieved a miraculous victory over the Chaldeans, 
the consequences of their infidelity would still lead to their city’s destruction. The hypothetical scenario 
where wounded men would recover and rise to renew their attack serves as a powerful illustration of 
Judah’s vulnerable state; it reinforces the idea that their struggles against their adversaries are futile 
without a heart transformation. This verse operates on multiple levels: it speaks to the physical reality 
of military strife while also addressing the spiritual deterioration that necessitated such a calamity. 
Here, God is imparting a message of unavoidable consequences; sometimes, despite surface victories, 
the underlying issues prevail. This verse poignantly underscores the futility of reliance on military 
might without genuine repentance and invites the people to acknowledge the source of their troubles—
spiritual unfaithfulness and a reluctance to turn fully back to God.



Jeremiah 37:11

"And it came to pass, that when the army of the Chaldeans was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of 
Pharaoh's army,"

This verse serves as a key transitional moment in the narrative, detailing the immediate result of 
Pharaoh’s army's intervention. The mention of “the army of the Chaldeans was broken up” indicates 
that, although the Babylonians had temporarily retreated, this was not an end to their threat but rather a 
brief halt in their siege. The fear induced by the Egyptian forces allowed the beleaguered inhabitants of 
Jerusalem a false sense of security, yet God’s prior warnings underscore that this reprieve is temporary. 
The retreat of the Chaldeans symbolizes both a tactical withdrawal and a divine orchestration as the 
ultimate authority, reminding readers that God’s plans often go beyond human understanding and 
timing. This scenario highlights the tension between apparent victory and underlying spiritual issues, as 
the people remain on the precipice of crisis. It underscores the continued relevance of Jeremiah's 
prophetic voice, which serves as both caution and promise, imploring the people to grasp the fleeting 
nature of their situation.

Jeremiah 37:12

"Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin to separate himself thence 
in the midst of the people."

In this verse, Jeremiah takes decisive action by leaving Jerusalem during a critical juncture, reflecting 
both obedience to divine instruction and a desire to engage with the people in a different context. His 
journey into the land of Benjamin, which was designated for the tribes of Israel, indicates a purposeful 
move to perhaps seek refuge, gather perspective, or proclaim God’s messages more broadly among the 
remnant of the people. This action signifies his commitment to fulfilling his prophetic role regardless of 
perilous circumstances surrounding him in the capital. Jeremiah's movement also suggests an 
understanding of the need for spiritual engagement beyond the confines of Jerusalem, emphasizing the 
importance of reaching the hearts and minds of those who are not directly in his immediate prophetic 
audience. This verse encapsulates the essence of a prophet truly devoted to hearing and extending 
God’s message of both judgment and hope, as he takes risks for the sake of the Kingdom and God's 
ongoing plan amidst escalating tensions.

Jeremiah 37:13

"And when he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, whose name was Irijah the 
son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he took Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Thou fallest away to 
the Chaldeans."

As Jeremiah approaches the gate of Benjamin, he encounters Irijah, a military officer, who represents 
the suspicion and fear that permeates Jerusalem during such treacherous times. Irijah’s accusation that 
Jeremiah has "fallen away to the Chaldeans" reflects a misunderstanding of Jeremiah’s mission and a 
misinterpretation of his actions as disloyalty. This incident underscores the peril that prophets faced as 
they sought to deliver God's messages amidst a climate of vulnerability and betrayal. The accusation 
not only serves as an obstacle for Jeremiah but also illustrates how a society entrenched in fear may 



misjudge the intentions of a faithful servant of God. The punitive perspective toward Jeremiah mirrors 
the larger societal dynamics—where fear takes precedence over faith, and suspicion overwhelms 
comprehension. This verse thus highlights the personal risks Jeremiah endures as he journeys in 
obedience to God’s call amidst widespread mistrust and political turmoil.

Jeremiah 37:14

"Then said Jeremiah, It is false; I fall not away to the Chaldeans. But Irijah would not hearken to him, 
but took Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes."

Jeremiah’s protestation against Irijah’s false accusations against him reflects his integrity and 
unwavering commitment to God’s prophetic mission. His urgent denial, “It is false; I fall not away to 
the Chaldeans,” indicates that his heart and purpose are firmly aligned with the call of God rather than 
any inclination toward the enemy. However, despite Jeremiah’s clear defense, Irijah’s refusal to listen 
reflects a larger societal truth: fear often overrides reason, causing individuals to cling to their 
suspicions rather than seek understanding. The captain's decision to detain Jeremiah and bring him 
before the princes illustrates the dangerous intersection between prophecy, societal fear, and political 
authority. This moment underscores the ramifications of Jeremiah's message; he is caught between his 
divine mission and the hostility of his community, amplifying the isolation and danger that 
accompanies a true prophetic voice committed to challenging the status quo.

Jeremiah 37:15

"Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him in prison in the house 
of Jonathan the scribe: for they had made that the prison."

The escalating tension climaxes in this verse, where Jeremiah's prophetic identity leads to physical 
persecution at the hands of the very leaders who should be attuned to God's voice. The anger of the 
princes, rooted in their fear of the Chaldeans and the uncertainty surrounding their national future, 
manifests in violent actions against Jeremiah. They see him not as a servant of God but as a traitor, 
showcasing the tragic distortion that arises when spiritual discernment is overshadowed by panic and 
authority. The choice to confine him in "the house of Jonathan the scribe," repurposed as a prison, 
serves as an additional layer of humiliation and represents the institutional rejection of prophetic truth 
by those in power. This incarceration reflects a poignant theme of suffering that accompanies prophetic 
work, as Jeremiah embodies the struggle of maintaining faithfulness to God’s call while being 
subjected to unjust treatment. The physical and emotional trauma faced by Jeremiah as a prophet 
resonates deeply, illustrating the often-harrowing costs associated with unwavering loyalty to divine 
truth in the face of systemic opposition.

Jeremiah 37:16

"When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there 
many days;"

This verse transports the narrative into the grim reality of Jeremiah’s imprisonment, deepening the 
sense of isolation and despair that accompanies prophetic ministry during times of crisis. The reference 



to "the dungeon" and "the cabins" paints a stark picture of a confined space, synonymous with anguish 
and abandonment. In this oppressive environment, Jeremiah's enduring presence "many days" signifies 
more than mere physical incarceration; it represents the spiritual and emotional toll exacted on a 
faithful servant. This period of confinement serves as a poignant reminder of the persecution faced by 
those who challenge prevailing narratives, illustrating the lengths to which authorities will go to 
suppress dissent. In the pitiless silence of the dungeon, one can imagine Jeremiah grappling inwardly 
with questions of faith, purpose, and the weight of the word he must bear. Yet, even in isolation, 
Jeremiah remains a testament to resilience; his imprisonment does not extinguish his prophetic voice 
but rather illustrates the harsh realities that accompany his calling.

Jeremiah 37:17

"Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took him out: and the king asked him secretly in his house, and said, 
Is there any word from the LORD? And Jeremiah said, There is: for, said he, Thou shalt be delivered 
into the hand of the king of Babylon."

In a moment of significant political maneuvering and desperation, King Zedekiah secretly summons 
Jeremiah from the dungeon, signaling both intrigue and the king’s need for divine insight in his 
precarious position. Zedekiah's inquiry, “Is there any word from the LORD?” reflects an underlying 
recognition of the prophetic authority Jeremiah possesses, despite the king’s earlier disregard for his 
messages. This secretive exchange emphasizes the precarious dynamics of leadership and prophecy; 
Zedekiah, though officially in power, is torn between fear and the need for guidance amid the 
threatening Babylonian presence. Jeremiah’s answer, “There is,” carries immense weight, as it confirms 
that God’s message remains unchanged despite the king’s previous reluctance to listen. The declaration 
that Zedekiah “shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon” serves as a sobering reminder 
of inevitable judgment. This moment reveals the tension between earthly authority and divine 
sovereignty, illustrating that, despite the king’s position, it is God’s word that ultimately prevails, 
reinforcing the inescapable nature of prophecy and the ultimate accountability of leaders before God.

Jeremiah 37:18

"Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What have I offended against thee, or against thy 
servants, or against this people, that ye have put me in prison?"

Jeremiah’s poignant inquiry expresses his bewilderment and distress over the unjust treatment he has 
received, emphasizing his role as a faithful servant conveying God's message rather than as a political 
adversary. His question, “What have I offended against thee,” underscores the personal anguish that 
accompanies his imprisonment; it challenges the king and his officials to reconsider the motives behind 
their actions. Jeremiah’s unyielding commitment to proclaiming God’s truth reveals a stark contrast 
between his own integrity and the prevailing leadership's tendency to see dissent as a threat. This 
moment encapsulates the broader theme of the prophetic struggle, as men like Jeremiah are vilified for 
delivering uncomfortable truths. By directing his plea at Zedekiah, the prophet emphasizes the 
universal implications of his innocence; the ramifications extend beyond individual harm to encompass 
the nation’s spiritual well-being. This inquiry serves to highlight the burdens carried by prophets as 



bearers of burdensome truths, reminding the reader of their critical role in the ongoing discourse 
between divine revelation and human authority.

Jeremiah 37:19

"And where are now your prophets which prophesied unto you, saying, The king of Babylon shall not 
come against you, nor against this land?"

In this verse, Jeremiah shifts the focus to the false prophets who had previously assured Zedekiah and 
the people of Judah that disaster would not come upon them. By inquiring, "Where are now your 
prophets?" he highlights their absence in the face of the impending reality posed by the Babylonian 
threat. This rhetorical question serves both as an indictment of a misled society that clung to favorable 
prophecies and as a stark reminder of the visible consequences of reliance on false hopes. The contrast 
between true and false prophets is brought to the forefront; while Jeremiah delivers a challenging 
message from God, those who favored reassurance have vanished when their prophecies faced reality. 
This moment emphasizes the critical role of discernment among the people of God, urging them to 
recognize the dangers inherent in following messages that deviate from divine truth. Jeremiah's pointed 
challenge promotes an awakening amongst the leaders and people, as he shines a light on the disastrous 
folly of ignoring the sober warnings that lead ultimately to personal and communal destruction.

Jeremiah 37:20

"Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my lord the king: let my supplication, I pray thee, be accepted 
before thee; that thou cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there."

Jeremiah's plea to King Zedekiah marks a critical point in the chapter, as he earnestly requests mercy 
and a reprieve from his dismal imprisonment. His expression of "let my supplication…be accepted 
before thee" illustrates the humility and desperation of his situation; he recognizes the king as the only 
one who can alter the course of his fate. The mention of returning to "the house of Jonathan the scribe" 
invokes not only a request to avoid the danger of the dungeon but also a reflection of the grim 
conditions he had endured. Jeremiah's fear of dying in confinement underscores the serious 
implications of his treatment, highlighting the vulnerability of the prophet even as he delivers God's 
messages. This moment of vulnerability authenticates the human aspect of Jeremiah's profound calling, 
revealing how deeply he feels the consequences of his prophetic ministry. His desperate supplication to 
Zedekiah is a heartfelt indicator of the personal stakes involved amid the larger narrative of political 
and spiritual turmoil in Judah.

Jeremiah 37:21

"Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah into the court of the prison, 
and that they should give him daily a piece of bread out of the baker's street, and a daily piece of bread 
till all the bread in the city were spent. Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison."

In this concluding verse of the chapter, Zedekiah’s command provides a semblance of mercy and 
recognition of Jeremiah's status as a prophet. By moving Jeremiah to "the court of the prison," the king 
acknowledges his authority while still maintaining a degree of constraint over him. The provision of 



daily bread signified a minimal act of care amid confinement, but it simultaneously serves as a 
poignant reminder of the famine and desperation that gripped the city. The reference to "all the bread in 
the city being spent" points to a larger societal collapse, drawing attention to the critical situation all 
around them. Jeremiah's enduring presence in the court indicates his resilience; despite being 
incarcerated, he continues to represent God’s voice amid overwhelming adversity. This closing note 
underscores the precarious balance of power and prophetic ministry in Judah, emphasizing the 
loneliness and complexity of Jeremiah's calling. Ultimately, it encapsulates the broader discourse of 
patience in suffering and the enduring faith of those who stand for truth amidst societal decay, 
foreshadowing the challenges yet to come as the narrative unfolds. 

These reflections weave together the historical, spiritual, and personal aspects of Jeremiah's experience 
in Chapter 37, revealing the rich complexities of his prophetic ministry during times of great national 
crisis.

CHAPTER 38:

Jeremiah 38:1

Verse: "Then Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashur, and Jucal the son of 
Shelemiah, and Pashur the son of Melchiah heard the words that Jeremiah had spoken unto all the 
people, saying."

In this opening verse, the narrative introduces key figures in the unfolding drama of Jeremiah's ministry 
and the socio-political context of Jerusalem during the siege by the Babylonians. Shephatiah, Gedaliah, 
Jucal, and Pashur represent various factions within the leadership, highlighting the divided nature of 
Jerusalem's elite. The mention of their hearing Jeremiah's words indicates that the prophet's message of 
impending doom and surrender to Babylon is reaching those in power, prompting reactions that could 
significantly impact his life and the fate of the city. Here, the tension builds as the prophetic voice 
challenges the status quo, threatening the security and authority these leaders have long maintained.

Jeremiah 38:2

Verse: "Thus saith the LORD, He that remaineth in this city shall die by the sword, by the famine, and 
by the pestilence: but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live; for he shall have his life for a prey, 
and shall live."

In this verse, the content of Jeremiah's prophetic message is starkly summarized. He clarifies that 
remaining in the besieged city will lead to death by multiple calamities—sword, famine, and pestilence
—emphasizing the dire consequences of resisting God's instructions. The contrast between those who 
stay and those who surrender to the Chaldeans reveals a pivotal choice that the people must confront. 
Jeremiah's words serve as both a warning and a lifeline, presenting a path to survival through what may 
seem like betrayal to some—intellectually demanding them to trust God’s plan over their instinct for 
territorial loyalty. The verse encapsulates the theme of divine judgment tempered by mercy, as God 
provides an alternative for life amidst destruction.



Jeremiah 38:3

Verse: "Thus saith the LORD, This city shall surely be given into the hand of the king of Babylon's 
army, which shall take it."

This proclamation reaffirms the inevitable outcome of the city's fate, showcasing Jeremiah's role as a 
true prophet. The harsh reality is that Jerusalem, despite its fortified walls and longsuffering 
inhabitants, is doomed to fall to Babylon. The repetition of divine authority with the phrase "Thus saith 
the LORD" underscores the seriousness and certainty of the prophetic declaration. It also reflects the 
theological theme throughout Jeremiah’s writings—God's sovereignty in history, guiding the destinies 
of nations and peoples. The impending takeover serves as a reminder of the consequences of rebellion 
against God’s will and prompts the citizens of Jerusalem to reassess their allegiance to their existing 
powers in light of God's unchanging purpose.

Jeremiah 38:4

Verse: "Therefore the princes said unto the king, We beseech thee, let this man be put to death; for thus 
he weakeneth the hands of the men of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, in 
speaking such words unto them: for this man seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the hurt."

In this verse, we see the political immediacy of the situation as the princes of Judah respond to 
Jeremiah's prophecies. Their appeal to the king to execute Jeremiah highlights their fear that his 
messages of doom undermine morale and loyalty among the soldiers and citizens. The tension between 
prophetic truth and political expediency becomes apparent here. The princes are concerned for their 
positions of power; Jeremiah's words, which they interpret as despairing, threaten to dismantle the 
fragile hope of the people. They view him not only as a prophet but as an obstacle to their survival and 
strategy against the Babylonians—a clear clash between divine revelation and human intention.

Jeremiah 38:5

Verse: "Then Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he is in your hand: for the king is not he that can do any 
thing against you."

King Zedekiah's statement here reflects his political impotence amid greater forces at play. By 
surrendering Jeremiah to the princes, he reveals his unwillingness to directly oppose their wishes out of 
fear of internal dissent or backlash against his authority. Zedekiah's remark demonstrates a significant 
degree of helplessness and a lack of conviction in making difficult choices. This moment captures the 
overarching theme of leadership ineffectiveness against overwhelming circumstances. It also illustrates 
the fragility of the monarchy in Judah during a time of crisis, leaving a vacuum that the prophetic voice 
of Jeremiah attempts to fill, albeit through a message few are willing to embrace.

Jeremiah 38:6

Verse: "Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah the son of Hammelech, 
that was in the court of the prison: and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon there 
was no water, but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in the mire."



Jeremiah's suffering becomes palpable in this verse as he is imprisoned in a dungeon, illustrating the 
physical and emotional toll of being a prophet in a hostile environment. The dungeon symbolizes not 
just physical confinement but also the rejection of divine truth by the authorities. The imagery of the 
mire—where Jeremiah sinks—offers a graphic representation of both his circumstance and the spiritual 
condition of the nation. It conveys feelings of despair and hopelessness not only for the prophet but for 
the people he seeks to warn. This moment epitomizes the sacrificial nature of prophetic ministry where 
the messenger suffers for carrying forward God’s message against popular opinion.

Jeremiah 38:7

Verse: "Now when Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was in the king's house, heard 
that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon; the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin;"

This verse introduces Ebedmelech, an unlikely hero and a eunuch from Ethiopia, illustrating that even 
amidst judgment, God can raise unexpected individuals to carry out His purposes. His background 
signifies an outsider within the Jerusalem hierarchy, yet he displays a sense of compassion and courage 
that contrasts sharply with the actions of the princes. The setting, with Ebedmelech hearing of 
Jeremiah’s plight while the king sits at the gate, juxtaposes the authority struggling with fear against the 
proactive steps taken by an outsider to rescue the prophet. It expands the narrative beyond the confines 
of Israelite leaders, suggesting that willingness to act in accordance with justice and mercy transcends 
ethnicity and status.

Jeremiah 38:8

Verse: "Ebedmelech went forth out of the king's house, and spake to the king, saying,"

Ebedmelech’s initiative in approaching the king represents a significant moment of advocacy. It 
demonstrates courage to confront authority, as he seeks to intervene in order to save Jeremiah’s life. A 
key thematic development here involves the rare voice of righteousness rising amid prevailing injustice
—the actions of this Ethiopian eunuch illustrate that divine concern for justice does not abide 
exclusively with the privileged or powerful. Ebedmelech's move to speak directly to the king 
emphasizes the importance of taking a stand on behalf of prophetic truth, embodying the biblical 
principle of seeking justice for the oppressed.

Jeremiah 38:9

Verse: "My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, 
whom they have cast into the dungeon; and he is like to die for hunger in the place where he is: for 
there is no more bread in the city."

In this verse, Ebedmelech speaks directly to the king, articulating the wrongness of Jeremiah’s 
imprisonment. His concern for the prophet’s life showcases his moral clarity; he recognizes the 
injustice of punishing someone who has spoken the truth over the deceptive words of the princes. By 
emphasizing Jeremiah's dire state—facing death from hunger in the dungeon—Ebedmelech evokes a 
sense of urgency and compassion. The mention of “no more bread” in the city further highlights the 



depth of the crisis facing Jerusalem. Here, Ebedmelech becomes the voice for righteousness and 
compassion in a landscape where such qualities are desperately lacking.

Jeremiah 38:10

Verse: "Then the king commanded Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying, Take from hence thirty men with 
thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon before he die."

In his response to Ebedmelech, King Zedekiah's command signifies a slight, albeit significant, shift in 
his authority. By ordering the rescue of Jeremiah, Zedekiah demonstrates the impact of Ebedmelech's 
appeal, possibly revealing a lingering desire to keep the prophet alive, perhaps as a means of seeking 
divine favor in a time of desperation. This moment of rescue not only highlights a potential redemption 
for Zedekiah but also illustrates a glimmer of hope for Jerusalem—the idea that amidst despair, there 
can still be acts of kindness and justice. Ebedmelech’s courage in approaching the king leads to an 
action that acknowledges the value of prophetic voices, allowing truth to endure even when faced with 
opposition.

Jeremiah 38:11

Verse: "So Ebedmelech took the men with him, and went into the house of the king under the treasury, 
and took thence old cast clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords into the dungeon to 
Jeremiah."

Here, Ebedmelech's resourcefulness and determination to save Jeremiah come to the forefront. Rather 
than relying solely on authority or military might, he employs practical means—old clothes and rags—
to save the prophet from certain death. This act symbolizes the theme of compassion that runs 
throughout the Bible; it is a demonstration that sometimes the simplest acts of mercy can make a 
profound difference. By utilizing what he has at his disposal, Ebedmelech underscores the value of 
human life, highlighting a commitment to justice and empathy. His actions show that even in dire 
situations, there are ways to help those in need.

Jeremiah 38:12

Verse: "And Ebedmelech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old cast clouts and rotten 
rags under thine armpits under the cords. And Jeremiah did so."

Ebedmelech’s direct interaction with Jeremiah highlights a moment of solidarity between the two men, 
underscoring the humanitarian aspect of Ebedmelech's mission. His specific instruction reflects the 
practical nature of help, illustrating that even in desperate circumstances, one can find small measures 
of care and dignity. Jeremiah’s compliance also demonstrates his recognition of Ebedmelech’s 
intentions and perhaps faith in his compassion. The act of providing old clothes conveys the message 
that even when the world appears bleak, there can still be moments of kindness and support—
reminding readers of the value of community, especially in times of oppression and hardship.



Jeremiah 38:13

Verse: "So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah 
remained in the court of the prison."

The successful rescue of Jeremiah illustrates the tangible consequences of compassion and justice in 
action. Ebedmelech’s initiative and courage result in Jeremiah being pulled from the mire, symbolizing 
the deliverance of truth and hope amid despair. The act of pulling him up with cords shows that 
assistance often requires effort and sacrifice, resonating with the theme of community support within 
the narrative. Remaining in the court of the prison suggests a continued struggle for Jeremiah as he is 
not yet free, highlighting the complexities of his situation. Mercy wins a small victory here, yet the 
overarching threat to his life and message persists within the broader context of Jerusalem's impending 
doom.

Jeremiah 38:14

Verse: "Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the third entry that 
is in the house of the LORD: and the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee a thing; hide nothing from 
me."

This verse marks an essential pivot point, as Zedekiah engages directly with Jeremiah, seeking truth 
from the very prophet he had previously allowed to be imprisoned. The act of bringing him to the 
house of the Lord signifies a moment of humility and vulnerability, as the king chooses to seek out 
divine wisdom amidst confusion and catastrophe. Zedekiah's plea to Jeremiah to withhold nothing 
demonstrates a desire for honesty, reflecting the realization that political maneuvering alone will not 
secure the city’s fate. This moment of candor reveals the king’s deepening internal conflict, as he 
grapples with desperation and a desire for divine guidance in a time of national crisis.

Jeremiah 38:15

Verse: "Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I declare unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me to death? 
and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou not hearken unto me?"

Jeremiah’s response to Zedekiah is layered with irony and frustration. He understands the precarious 
nature of his situation and the historical context of his interactions with the king, who had previously 
shown indifference to prophetic counsel. Jeremiah's rhetorical questions reveal the tension between a 
prophet's duty to speak God’s truth and the inherent risks involved in doing so, especially when faced 
with a ruler who has often ignored divine warnings. This exchange emphasizes the symbolism of the 
prophet’s voice being silenced by fear and the consequences of such silence for a nation. It highlights 
the broader struggle between truth and power—a motif that resonates throughout the book of Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 38:16

Verse: "So Zedekiah the king swore secretly unto Jeremiah, saying, As the LORD liveth, that made us 
this soul, I will not put thee to death, neither will I give thee into the hand of these men that seek thy 
life."



In this secret oath, Zedekiah finds himself straddling a difficult line between fear of his own officials 
and the prophetic authority of Jeremiah. By invoking the Lord’s name as the witness to his promise, 
Zedekiah attempts to solidify his commitment to protect the prophet. However, this moment is steeped 
in irony; the king is expressing a willingness to protect Jeremiah while simultaneously facing external 
pressure from other leaders who seek to condemn him. The tension between divine oversight and 
human failure is apparent, illustrating the complexities of leadership in crisis. Zedekiah’s promise also 
signifies a critical juncture; it reflects a desire for alignment with God’s will amidst a backdrop of 
tension and impending judgment.

Jeremiah 38:17

Verse: "Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel; 
If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the king of Babylon's princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city 
shall not be burned with fire; and thou shalt live, and thine house."

Jeremiah delivers a prophetic directive that calls for Zedekiah to surrender to the Babylonians, 
presenting a path illuminated by divine mercy. The message underscores the theme of obedience to 
God’s will as the means to avert catastrophe. The repetition of “if thou wilt assuredly go forth” 
emphasizes a condition rooted in the king's decision—illustrating the biblical principle of free will 
against the backdrop of divine prophecy. Offering the promise of survival and preservation for 
Zedekiah’s house serves both as a warning and an invitation to trust in God’s assurances, highlighting 
the stark contrast between faithfulness to God and the fatal consequences of pride and defiance.

Jeremiah 38:18

Verse: "But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Babylon's princes, then shall this city be given into 
the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape out of their hand."

Jeremiah fortifies his prophetic warning with a dire consequence for disobedience—the destruction of 
the city and Zedekiah’s own doom. The stark choice presented underscores the theology of judgment 
that pervades Jeremiah’s prophecies: the ultimate fate of nations hinges upon their response to God’s 
voice. This concluding part of Jeremiah’s message elevates the tension, forcing Zedekiah to confront 
the reality of his situation—the city’s downfall is imminent without a change in direction. It serves as a 
critical moment of decision where divine truth coexists with human agency, urging the king to weigh 
the eternal over the immediate, allowing the audience to consider the consequences of ignoring 
prophetic counsel.

Jeremiah 38:19

Verse: "And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the 
Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they mock me."

In this verse, Zedekiah reveals his deep-seated fears, illustrating how political pressure can cloud 
judgment even in critical moments. His concern about the Jews who have defected to the Chaldeans 
highlights his insecurity and fear of losing power; he is more worried about public perception and 
mockery than the potential divine redemption through obedience. This admission provides insight into 



Zedekiah’s character—his leadership is marked by anxiety and weakness rather than strong conviction, 
which ultimately affects his ability to act according to God’s will. The juxtaposition of fear against the 
backdrop of prophetic hope emphasizes the ongoing struggle between divine guidance and human 
reluctance.

Jeremiah 38:20

Verse: "But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I beseech thee, the voice of the LORD, 
which I speak unto thee: so it shall be well with thee, and thy soul shall live."

Jeremiah’s response is an appeal to Zedekiah’s faith, assuring him that surrendering will not lead to 
betrayal but rather to survival. His insistence on obedience to the voice of the Lord reinforces the core 
message of Jeremiah—that listening to God brings life and peace, whereas stubborn defiance brings 
ruin. This moment stands as both a plea and a prophetic affirmation; Jeremiah desires not only the 
king's safety but also the restoration of faithfulness among God’s people. The repetition of assurance
—“so it shall be well with thee”—functions as a divine testament to God’s mercy, encouraging 
Zedekiah to place his trust in God rather than in his fears or the opinions of others.

Jeremiah 38:21

Verse: "But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the word that the LORD hath shewed me:"

This verse serves to reiterate the urgency of the prophetic message; Jeremiah firmly links Zedekiah’s 
choice to the fate of the city, underscoring the principle that divine revelation brings both warning and 
hope. It emphasizes the personal responsibility Zedekiah holds—his rejection of God’s counsel directly 
impacts the survival not just of himself but of Jerusalem. The phrase "this is the word that the LORD 
hath showed me" denotes the solemnity of prophetic revelation—there is no ambiguity in God’s 
message. It serves as a reminder that the choices made under pressure can have far-reaching 
consequences.

Jeremiah 38:22

Verse: "And, behold, all the women that are left in the king of Judah's house shall be brought forth to 
the king of Babylon's princes, and those women shall say, Thy friends have set thee on, and have 
prevailed against thee: thy feet are sunk in the mire, and they are turned away back."

Here, Jeremiah vividly illustrates the severity of the consequences for Zedekiah’s choices. The 
prophecy of humiliation faced by the king at the hands of the Babylonian princes, particularly through 
the words of the women from his household, captures the essence of inevitable judgment against 
unfaithfulness. The imagery of “thy feet are sunk in the mire” serves as a sobering reflection of not just 
Zedekiah's physical plight but also his spiritual and political disgrace. It reveals the harsh reality of 
what happens when leadership fails to heed divine counsel, presenting consequences not merely for the 
individual but for a nation—further driving home the urgency for Zedekiah to act.



Jeremiah 38:23

Verse: "So they shall bring out all thy wives and thy children to the Chaldeans: and thou shalt not 
escape out of their hand, but shalt be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon: and thou shalt cause 
this city to be burned with fire."

The culmination of Jeremiah's warning emphasizes the catastrophic results of Zedekiah’s continued 
disobedience—his family would be taken hostage, leading to a personal and public loss that reflects 
upon his rule. The intertwining of the fates of his family and the city indicates how individual decisions 
can have communal repercussions, a central theme in Jeremiah's prophecies. The decree that “thou 
shalt cause this city to be burned with fire” denotes that Zedekiah’s actions, or failure to act, would 
have irreversible repercussions for Jerusalem, implicating him in its destruction. This verse 
encapsulates the broader narrative of accountability and the heavy burden that leaders carry when they 
forsake their responsibilities to listen to divine guidance.

Jeremiah 38:24

Verse: "Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man know of these words, and thou shalt not die."

Zedekiah's request for secrecy reveals a complex interplay of fear, political strategy, and a reluctant 
recognition of Jeremiah's authority. By asking Jeremiah to keep their conversation hidden, Zedekiah 
showcases a desire to protect his position and possibly mitigate the fallout from their discussions. It 
also indicates the king's understanding of the weighted implications of Jeremiah's words regarding 
surrender. There remains an inherent desperation in Zedekiah’s request—an attempt to manage the 
tumultuous political environment around him while grappling with the impending crisis. This moment 
highlights the tension between prophetic integrity and the realities faced by those in power.

Jeremiah 38:25

Verse: "But if the princes shall hear that I have talked with thee, and they come unto thee, and say unto 
thee, Declare unto us now what thou hast said unto the king; hide it not from us, and we will not put 
thee to death;"

In this verse, Zedekiah expresses concern about his political vulnerability and the challenges he faces 
from the princes who initially sought Jeremiah’s death. His statement reveals the fragility of his 
situation and an acute awareness of the perilous dynamics of power. This request underscores the idea 
that truth, no matter how vital, is often contested in political contexts, particularly when leaders feel 
threatened. Zedekiah's acknowledgment of the risk involved further indicates his precarious position as 
king, revealing the instability present in the leadership of Judah as they grappled with divine prophecy 
intertwined with real-world consequence.

Jeremiah 38:26

Verse: "Then thou shalt say unto them, I presented my supplication before the king, that he would not 
cause me to return to Jonathan's house, to die there."



Jeremiah’s prescribed response serves both as a protective measure for himself and a strategic use of 
the truth of his circumstances. By claiming that his plea to the king was motivated by a desire to avoid 
the infamous Jonathan's house—associated with death—Jeremiah aligns himself with the narrative of 
preservation. It highlights his continual struggle against unjust persecution and framing of his prophetic 
calling, subtly reminding the princes of his value as a messenger of truth, even though they sought to 
silence him. This response encapsulates the complexity of prophetic ministry, where the messenger 
must navigate a treacherous landscape of political concerns while remaining committed to God’s truth.

Jeremiah 38:27

Verse: "Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him: and he told them according to all 
these words that the king had commanded. So they left off speaking with him; for the matter was not 
perceived."

In this verse, the princes’ inquiry into Jeremiah’s conversation with Zedekiah reflects their ongoing 
concern over fate and power dynamics within the court. Jeremiah’s willingness to share the 
information, as instructed by Zedekiah, showcases his compliance and indicates a tactical maneuver to 
protect his own life while still fulfilling his prophetic role. The phrase "for the matter was not 
perceived" suggests that the princes may not fully grasp the weight of Jeremiah's prophecies or the 
gravity of their collective choices. This moment highlights the disconnect that can exist between divine 
truth and human comprehension—illustrating how those in power often overlook or misinterpret the 
warnings and guidance offered by God.

Jeremiah 38:28

Verse: "So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken: and he was 
there when Jerusalem was taken."

The concluding verse of Jeremiah 38 encapsulates the relentless struggle of the prophet amid 
Jerusalem’s downfall. By remaining in the court of the prison until the city’s fall, Jeremiah embodies 
resilience and faith even in the face of dire circumstances. His presence during the siege illustrates that 
the prophetic mission continues even as predictions come to pass, signifying the unwavering reality of 
God’s word. This final observation emphasizes a profound truth about prophetic ministry—the 
persistence of truth, even when surrounded by despair. Jeremiah’s identity as a witness to the unfolding 
events showcases the commitment to serve and embody God’s truth, marking him as a solitary figure 
amidst the tumult of a nation careening toward destruction.

In summary, Jeremiah Chapter 38 provides profound insights into themes of prophetic truth, leadership, 
moral choices, and the stark realities faced by those who seek to navigate complex political landscapes. 
Each verse contributes to an overarching narrative of divine justice, the consequences of disobedience, 
and the enduring call for compassion and integrity in times of crisis.

CHAPTER 39:



Jeremiah 39:1

"In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, came Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon and all his army against Jerusalem, and they besieged it."

In this verse, we are introduced to a pivotal moment in the history of Jerusalem during the reign of 
Zedekiah, the last king of Judah. The specific time frame is crucial; the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign 
corresponds to a time of great turmoil and imminent destruction for Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar, the 
king of Babylon, is portrayed as a formidable adversary, coming with his entire army to besiege the 
city. This siege signifies not just a military assault but also the culmination of prophetic warnings 
against the city and its leaders for their disobedience to God. The siege represents a point of no return 
for Judah, emphasizing a time of fear, uncertainty, and the beginning of suffering for its inhabitants.

Jeremiah 39:2

"And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, the ninth day of the month, the city 
was broken up."

This verse marks a critical turning point—the breach of Jerusalem’s walls. The timeline extends further 
into Zedekiah's reign, noting the eleventh year and a specific date when the defenses of Jerusalem 
finally fell. The language used reflects a sense of impending doom; the "city was broken up" signifies 
not only the physical destruction of the fortifications that shielded the inhabitants but also the spiritual 
and emotional shattering of the people. This breach comes after a prolonged period of resistance and is 
indicative of the failure of Zedekiah’s leadership and the nation’s collective rejection of God's counsel. 
The fall of Jerusalem marks the culmination of years of disobedience and serves as a dire warning to 
future generations about the consequences of turning away from divine guidance.

Jeremiah 39:3

"And all the princes of the king of Babylon came in, and sat in the middle gate, even 
Nergalsharezer, Samgarnebo, Sarsechim, Rabmag, with all the residue of the princes of the king 
of Babylon."

In this verse, we see the immediate aftermath of Jerusalem's fall, as Babylonian officials and military 
leaders take control of the city. The mention of specific names like Nergalsharezer and Sarsechim adds 
a level of historical authenticity and illustrates the hierarchical structure within the Babylonian Empire. 
Their seating in the "middle gate" symbolizes authority and dominion over the conquered city. This 
moment serves as a stark contrast to the previous leadership of Judah, reflecting the shift in power 
dynamics. The presence of these officials also signals the imposition of Babylonian governance and 
culture upon the people of Jerusalem, an indication that the days of Israel’s autonomy are over, and the 
beginning of a new regime is at hand. The rulers of Babylon essentially become the new power 
brokers, heralding a drastic change for the Jewish people.



Jeremiah 39:4

"And it came to pass, that when Zedekiah the king of Judah saw them, and all the men of war, 
then they fled, and went forth out of the city by night, by the way of the king's garden, by the 
gate betwixt the two walls: and he went out the way of the plain."

The actions of Zedekiah in this verse reveal a desperate attempt to escape the inevitable capture. The 
imagery of fleeing under the cover of night conveys a sense of panic and fear, highlighting Zedekiah’s 
vulnerability as his kingdom crumbles around him. The specific route taken through the king's garden 
and the gate between the walls indicates a strategic but ultimately futile effort to evade capture. This 
flight symbolizes the failure of leadership and the abandonment of a people that Zedekiah was sworn to 
protect. By attempting to escape, Zedekiah embodies the tragic consequences of poor decisions made 
during his reign and the dark fate awaiting those who forsake their responsibilities.

Jeremiah 39:5

"But the Chaldeans' army pursued after them, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho: 
and when they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to 
Riblah in the land of Hamath."

Zedekiah's attempt to escape is swiftly thwarted by the relentless pursuit of the Chaldean army. This 
verse highlights the inevitable defeat of Judah's leadership; Zedekiah's flight ends in capture in the 
plains of Jericho, a region that carries biblical significance as a place of both victory and loss. Being 
brought before Nebuchadnezzar signifies Zedekiah’s utter humiliation, as he must now face the very 
king he tried to evade. Riblah becomes a site of judgment, marking Zedekiah's loss of throne, authority, 
and dignity. The events serve as a reminder of the reach of divine justice, enforcing that no amount of 
escape can shield one from the consequences of disobedience, betrayal, and failure of leadership.

Jeremiah 39:6

"Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes; he slew also all 
the princes of Judah."

This verse portrays the brutal reality of captivity and highlights the tragic fate that Zedekiah and his 
family endure. By executing Zedekiah's sons in front of their father, Nebuchadnezzar inflicts maximum 
emotional and psychological torment upon the defeated king. The death of the princes further 
compounds this suffering, signaling the complete dismantling of Judah’s ruling class. This act serves as 
a brutal testament to the consequences of rebellion against Babylon and, by extension, against God's 
will as communicated through the prophets. The public nature of these killings signifies a warning to 
any who might oppose Babylon, solidifying Nebuchadnezzar's authority and illustrating the extent of 
the consequences faced by those who disregard divine direction.

Jeremiah 39:7

"Moreover he put out Zedekiah's eyes, and bound him with chains, to carry him to Babylon."



The humiliation continues as Zedekiah is blinded and bound, rendering him a mere spectacle of defeat. 
The act of putting out his eyes reflects not only a physical punishment but also a poignant metaphorical 
blindness; Zedekiah’s failure to heed the warnings of the prophets has led to a state of spiritual and 
political obscurity. The chains symbolize his loss of freedom and autonomy, imprisoning him not just in 
a physical sense, but also figuratively within the confines of his choices. This transformation from king 
to captive illustrates the drastic fall from grace and reinforces the consequences of leadership that turns 
away from righteousness and justice.

Jeremiah 39:8

"And the Chaldeans burned the king's house, and the houses of the people, with fire, and brake 
down the walls of Jerusalem."

This verse depicts the complete devastation of Jerusalem, as the Babylonians exercise total control over 
the city. The burning of the king’s house and the destruction of the homes belonging to the people 
indicate a systematic annihilation of the cultural and governmental identity of Judah. Toppling the walls 
symbolizes not only a physical act of destruction but also the dismantling of the nation’s defenses, 
leaving the people vulnerable and subject to Babylonian rule. This thorough devastation serves as a 
reflection of divine judgment upon a people who have repeatedly rejected God’s guidance, 
demonstrating that their erstwhile security and prominence have been irrevocably shattered.

Jeremiah 39:9

"Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive into Babylon the remnant of 
the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to him, with the rest of the 
people that remained."

In this verse, we see the consequences of the siege manifest in the forced exile of the remaining 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. Nebuzaradan, as the captain of the guard, plays a crucial role in transitioning 
the population from defenders of Jerusalem to captives of Babylon. This act of captivity signifies a 
total uprooting of Jewish life and culture—a significant moment that reshapes the history of the Jewish 
people. The inclusion of "those that fell away" suggests that some may have defected from their people 
in a moment of survival, illustrating the desperation that leads individuals to abandon their identity. The 
remnant taken to Babylon serves as a poignant reminder of lost glory and the harsh realities of 
conquest.

Jeremiah 39:10

"But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left of the poor of the people, which had nothing, in 
the land of Judah, and gave them vineyards and fields at the same time."

This verse introduces a contrasting reality amidst the destruction—the survival and care of the poor. By 
leaving the destitute behind in Judah and even granting them vineyards and fields, Nebuzaradan 
demonstrates a degree of mercy or pragmatism. This act perhaps indicates the Babylonian strategy to 
utilize the land for agricultural purposes through those who are left. It also highlights a social dynamic 
where, in the wake of profound loss, there remains a glimmer of hope for some. This act serves to 



remind us that within devastation, human compassion can still play a role, and the resilience of 
individuals can lead to new beginnings even in the direst circumstances.

Summary

Jeremiah Chapter 39 encapsulates the tragic fall of Jerusalem and the consequences of disobedience to 
God. Each verse builds upon the overarching themes of judgment, leadership failure, and the ultimate 
loss of national identity, offering valuable lessons about the repercussions of turning away from divine 
instruction. The chapter paints a vivid picture of a nation in turmoil, blending historical events with 
profound theological implications.

CHAPTER 40:

Jeremiah 40:1

"The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD after that Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had 
let him go from Ramah, when he had taken him being bound in chains among all that were carried 
away captive of Jerusalem and Judah, which were carried away captive unto Babylon."

In this verse, we see the aftermath of the fall of Jerusalem and the exile of its inhabitants. The captives, 
including Jeremiah, have been taken to Ramah, a significant location that serves as a holding area 
during deportations. Nebuzar-adan, the captain of the guard, serves as an instrument of Babylonian 
authority, but in a twist of fate, he allows Jeremiah to be freed. This moment marks a pivotal transition 
for Jeremiah from captivity to a future filled with prophetic opportunities and responsibilities. His 
release, ordained by God, signifies a divine intervention amidst human despair, illustrating Yahweh’s 
plan and purpose for His prophet even during a time of national ruin.

Jeremiah 40:2

"And the captain of the guard took Jeremiah, and said unto him, The LORD thy God hath pronounced 
this evil upon this place."

Here, Nebuzar-adan acknowledges the prophetic word of God concerning Jerusalem's destruction. By 
attributing the city's fate to the Lord's decrees, the captain recognizes that nothing occurs without 
divine permission. This acknowledgment serves not only as a literal statement about the calamity faced 
by Judah but indicates a broader truth: the sovereignty of God over nations. It underscores the theme of 
divine judgment and mercy entwined in Jeremiah’s ministry. While Nebuzar-adan may be a Babylonian 
official, he unwittingly acts as a mouthpiece for God's will, demonstrating that the plans of God will 
prevail even through those who are not part of His covenant community.

Jeremiah 40:3

"And now the LORD hath brought it, and done according as he hath said: because ye have sinned 
against the LORD, and have not obeyed his voice, therefore this thing is come upon you."

In this verse, the captain explains that the calamity befalling Judah is a direct consequence of their 
disobedience to God. He emphasizes that the Lord's actions are in perfect alignment with what He had 



previously declared. This reiteration of judgment serves as a poignant reminder to the people of Judah 
of their covenantal obligations and the serious repercussions of their failure to uphold them. It points to 
the broader theological message of accountability to God's commands, setting the stage for eventual 
repentance and restoration. For Jeremiah, it serves as an affirmation of his prophetic messages and the 
weight of the responsibility he carries as a mouthpiece for divine instruction.

Jeremiah 40:4

"And now, behold, I loose thee this day from the chains which were upon thine hand. If it seem good 
unto thee to come with me into Babylon, come; and I will look well unto thee: but if it seem ill unto 
thee to come with me into Babylon, forbear: behold, all the land is before thee: whither it seemeth good 
and convenient for thee to go, go."

In this passage, Nebuzar-adan offers Jeremiah a choice regarding his future, showcasing a rare moment 
of freedom during a time of despair. His words reflect a certain level of respect for Jeremiah as a 
prophet; he extends an opportunity not only to escape captivity but to choose his path in a foreign land. 
The choice between Babylon and the land of Judah illustrates the tension between exile and home. For 
Jeremiah, this decision symbolizes a deeper faith journey — whether to continue his prophetic ministry 
in a foreign setting or remain in his homeland amidst a devastated people. This freedom also highlights 
God’s providence and the assurance that His plans for Jeremiah will continue, regardless of his physical 
location.

Jeremiah 40:5

"Now while he was not yet gone back, he said, Go back also to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon hath made governor over the cities of Judah, and dwell with him 
among the people, or go whithersoever it seemeth convenient unto thee to go. So the captain of the 
guard gave him victuals and a reward, and let him go."

Jeremiah is advised by the captain to return to Gedaliah, who has been appointed by the Babylonians as 
governor of Judah. This directive not only provides Jeremiah a role in the reconstructed leadership of 
the remnant but also emphasizes the continuity of God's work among His people, even after a period of 
judgment. Gedaliah, being a member of a prominent family, symbolizes hope for stability and potential 
restoration of the Jewish community in the region. The provisions given to Jeremiah further signify 
God's care for him, allowing him to sustain his ministry. This moment marks an intersection of 
Jeremiah’s prophetic calling and the sociopolitical landscape; his allegiance to Gedaliah may prove 
crucial for the spiritual health of the remnant in their brokenness. 

Jeremiah 40:6

"Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; and dwelt with him among the 
people that were left in the land."

Jeremiah's obedience in going to Mizpah to join Gedaliah signifies a strategic and prophetic alignment 
in the aftermath of Jerusalem's fall. By choosing to dwell with Gedaliah and the remaining people, 
Jeremiah steps into a role of leadership and guidance, using his prophetic voice to minister to those 



who have been left behind. Mizpah, a location with historic significance, becomes the backdrop for a 
new community in exile, one that seeks to re-establish itself under foreign dominance. Jeremiah's 
presence offers hope and direction to the people as they start to build a future amid their displacement. 
This verse represents not only a physical return but also an emotional and spiritual gathering of a 
people deeply in need of restoration and divine wisdom.

Jeremiah 40:7

"And when all the captains of the forces which were in the fields, even they and their men, heard that 
the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam governor in the land, and had committed 
unto him men and women and children, and of the poor of the land, of them that were not carried away 
captive to Babylon;"

The news of Gedaliah's appointment reaches the military leaders — the captains of the forces — who 
had remained in the fields with their men. Their reaction is pivotal as it reflects the changing dynamics 
in the power structure of Judah. The captains, who represent a splintering of authority, must decide how 
to respond to Gedaliah’s rule. This situation puts them in a position of conflicting loyalty: to continue 
their resistance against Babylon or to align with the appointed leader. It paints a vivid picture of the 
chaos that follows national tragedy and the struggle for survival that these captains and their followers 
face. Additionally, the focus on the poor and vulnerable left behind serves as a reminder of God's care 
for the marginalized, whom Gedaliah is called to protect in the reconstruction of their society.

Jeremiah 40:8

"They came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan and Jonathan the 
sons of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and 
Jezaniah the son of the Maachathite, they and their men."

In this verse, we see a significant gathering of various leaders as they converge on Gedaliah at Mizpah. 
This assembly illustrates a shift in Judah's leadership landscape as different factions come together, 
albeit with potential undercurrents of tension and motives. The mention of specific individuals, notably 
Ishmael and Johanan, points to the intricate web of relationships and rivalries that had developed in the 
aftermath of Babylon's conquest. This gathering might suggest both a willingness to cooperate with the 
new governance and possible scheming against it, indicating the precariousness of Gedaliah’s position. 
The diversity in leadership roles emphasizes the need for unity during a fractured period, laying the 
groundwork for potential conflicts and alliances as they navigate their new reality.

Jeremiah 40:9

"And Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said unto them, Fear not to serve the Chaldeans: dwell in the land, 
and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you."

Gedaliah’s reassurance to the gathered leaders is significant; as the appointed governor, he seeks to 
unify and calm the fears within the community. His directive to “fear not” echoes throughout scripture 
where God often prompts His people not to fear during uncertain times. Gedaliah's counsel emphasizes 
the pragmatic approach needed to ensure survival under Babylonian rule, advocating cooperation rather 



than resistance. His message lays the foundation for a peaceable coexistence, suggesting that by serving 
the king of Babylon, they can seek some stability in a tumultuous environment. This exhortation 
reflects humanity’s tendency to seek security and peace amid chaos, while also pointing to God’s 
providential care as they navigate these challenging circumstances.

Jeremiah 40:10

"As for me, behold, I will dwell at Mizpah to serve the Chaldeans, which will come unto us: but ye 
gather ye wine, and summer fruits, and oil, and put them in your vessels, and dwell in your cities that 
ye have taken."

Gedaliah establishes his commitment to the people by expressing his intention to remain at Mizpah and 
engage with the Babylonian authorities. His leadership style emphasizes a blend of practicality and 
faith; he encourages the gathered leaders to focus on agricultural stability and economic recovery. By 
instructing them to gather wine, fruits, and oil, Gedaliah signals the need for community revitalization 
and self-sufficiency amidst the constraints of occupation. This verse acts as a clarion call for rebuilding 
and fostering resilience, highlighting that even during exile, life must continue and efforts must be 
made toward sustainability. This proactive attitude serves to inspire hope among the people and 
encourages them not to retreat into despair but rather to actively participate in the reconstruction of 
their lives.

Jeremiah 40:11

"Likewise, when all the Jews that were in Moab, and among the Ammonites, and in Edom, and that 
were in all the countries, heard that the king of Babylon had left a remnant of Judah, and that he had set 
over them Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan;"

News of Gedaliah's appointment spreads beyond the borders of Judah to the Jewish exiles in 
surrounding nations such as Moab, Ammon, and Edom. This mention of the broader Jewish community 
highlights the fact that the consequences of Jerusalem's fall extend far beyond its immediate vicinity 
and emphasizes the ripples of influence that Gedaliah's administration might have in reinforcing a 
sense of hope and identity among dispersed Jews. Their hearing of Gedaliah’s leadership could 
encourage them to consider returning to their homeland, reuniting them with their roots and heritage. 
This sense of a remnant, preserved by God's mercy, becomes essential in the prophetic narrative of 
restoration, hinting at a future revitalization of Israel under divine guidance, even from the ashes of 
despair.

Jeremiah 40:12

"Even all the Jews returned out of all places whither they were driven, and came to the land of Judah to 
Gedaliah unto Mizpah, and gathered wine and summer fruits very much."

This verse marks a turning point as the exiles respond positively to the news of stability under 
Gedaliah's rule by returning to Judah. Their return signifies hope and the actualization of the remnant 
theme, where God preserves His people to reestablish His covenant relationship. Their gathering of 
resources such as wine and summer fruits indicates an active engagement in rebuilding their economics 



and livelihoods, reflecting a desire to restore not only their homeland but also their cultural identity. 
This collective effort paints a picture of resilience in the face of adversity and a commitment to 
growing their community anew. Gedaliah’s leadership seems to foster an environment conducive for 
reunion, signaling a divine orchestration of hope among a devastated people.

Jeremiah 40:13

"And Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were in the fields, came to 
Gedaliah to Mizpah,"

In the unfolding narrative, Johanan and the remaining military leaders present themselves at Mizpah to 
meet with Gedaliah. This signifies an important moment of political and military engagement as 
Johanan represents the voices of those who had remained in the fields. The cooperation of military 
leaders with Gedaliah is pivotal for establishing a semblance of order and security in a volatile 
situation. Johanan's approach could reflect both an alliance and scrutiny, presenting an opportunity for 
negotiation of power dynamics within the new regime. The gathering at Mizpah is a microcosm of the 
broader struggle between collaboration and opposition that characterizes the post-exilic reality of 
Judah, setting the stage for possible tensions and further developments in their collective journey.

Jeremiah 40:14

"And said unto him, Dost thou certainly know that Baalis the king of the Ammonites hath sent Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah to slay thee? But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam believed them not."

Johanan warns Gedaliah of a plot against his life, indicating external threats that may jeopardize the 
stability he aims to establish. The mention of Baalis and Ishmael shows the intricate political landscape 
surrounding Judah; their intentions highlight the vulnerabilities faced by leadership under foreign 
dominion. Gedaliah's dismissal of Johanan's warning might reflect either a steadfast faith in divine 
protection or a naïveté about the geopolitical tensions at play. This act of trusting the status quo 
emphasizes a theme of conflicting perspectives on security and foresight, portraying Gedaliah as a 
character embodying both practical governance and unyielding hope. The implications of the warning 
underscore the precariousness of the situation in Judah and the need for vigilance even amidst the 
restoration efforts.

Jeremiah 40:15

"Then Johanan the son of Kareah spake to Gedaliah in Mizpah secretly saying, Let me go, I pray thee, 
and I will slay Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and take away from thee the men. But Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam said, Thou shalt not do this thing: for thou speakest falsely of Ishmael."

Johanan's urgent plea to Gedaliah reveals the depth of treachery and tension in the political 
environment they inhabit. His willingness to take matters into his own hands signifies a desperate bid 
for security and a proactive approach towards preserving the stability of the new governance. However, 
Gedaliah's strong refusal to permit Johanan to act against Ishmael highlights his preference for 
diplomacy over violence, which serves to underscore his character as a leader striving for peace in 
tumultuous times. This encounter captures an essential theme in Jeremiah — the struggle between 



human initiative and trusting in God’s providence. The impending danger and Gedaliah's measured 
response reflect the complexities of leadership under oppression, revealing how competing narratives 
about faith, trust, and safety can shape the course of a people.

Summary

Jeremiah chapter 40 reveals a profound and layered narrative highlighting themes of hope, leadership, 
and divine providence amidst devastation. The liberation of Jeremiah serves as a poignant symbol of 
God’s unwavering presence even in exile, while the dynamics between Gedaliah, Johanan, and the 
various leaders illustrate the tension that stems from human motives in the face of divine purpose. Each 
verse builds upon the complexity of life after the fall of Jerusalem, painting a picture of compassionate 
leadership, community resilience, and the ever-present struggle between trust in God's sovereignty and 
the human inclination toward self-preservation. The chapter deftly showcases how God orchestrates a 
remnant to carry forth His plans, encouraging both restoration and a reaffirmation of identity for His 
people.

CHAPTER 41:

Jeremiah 41:1

"Now it came to pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of 
Elishama, of the seed royal, and the princes of the king, came, and even ten men with him, unto 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; and there they did eat bread together in Mizpah."

In this opening verse, we witness a significant plot unfolding against Gedaliah, the appointed governor 
of Judah after the Babylonian exile. Ishmael, a member of the royal lineage, signifies a faction of 
Judean society that remains loyal to the pre-exilic order and may resent Babylonian rule. This gathering 
at Mizpah, a city of refuge and administrative center, is insidious in nature; the shared meal symbolizes 
a false sense of camaraderie. Ishmael's approach to Gedaliah, ostensibly peaceful and communal, 
foreshadows the treachery that is about to unfold. This moment encapsulates the tension in post-exilic 
Judah where remnants of the former monarchy grapple with the new reality under Babylonian control.

Jeremiah 41:2

"Then arose Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men that were with him, and smote 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan with the sword, and slew him, whom the king of 
Babylon had made governor over the land."

The brutal act of assassination marks a pivotal and tragic turn in the narrative. Ishmael's betrayal 
culminates in the murder of Gedaliah, symbolizing the breakdown of loyalty and leadership in the 
aftermath of Jerusalem's fall. Gedaliah’s role as governor was meant to stabilize the region by 
providing a Judean authority under Babylonian oversight, yet this act of violence reflects the 
desperation and division among the people. Ishmael’s actions can also be interpreted as a direct affront 
to Babylon, seeking to undermine its authority and reinstate a form of independence, albeit through 
treachery and bloodshed. This verse underscores the themes of rebellion and counter-revolution in a 
time when such actions bear dire consequences for the future of Judah.



Jeremiah 41:3

"Ishmael also slew all the Jews that were with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans that were 
found there, and the men of war."

The massacre following Gedaliah’s assassination illustrates the depths of Ishmael's ambition and 
ruthlessness. Not only does he kill Gedaliah, but he also slaughters those loyal to him—essentially 
erasing any semblance of continuity or support for a stable government in Judah. The inclusion of the 
Chaldeans, or Babylonian soldiers, in these killings reveals Ishmael's intent to eliminate not just local 
governance but any remaining semblance of Babylonian authority in the region. This verse depicts the 
chaos and brutality that ensues when leadership is undermined and societal structures collapse. It also 
resonates with the broader biblical theme of the consequences of violence and bloodshed, emphasizing 
the cycle of retribution and instability in a war-torn society.

Jeremiah 41:4

"And it came to pass the second day after he had slain Gedaliah, and no man knew it."

This verse presents a crucial turning point in the narrative. The fact that the murder of Gedaliah and his 
companions went unnoticed for two days speaks to the chaos and disarray that permeated the land after 
the Babylonian destruction. It reflects both the shock of the sudden violence and the breakdown of 
communication and trust among the people of Judah. The uncertainty surrounding the news of 
Gedaliah's death foreshadows a period of fear and disorientation for the remaining inhabitants. It 
highlights the fragility of the post-exilic community, which is teetering on the brink of further disaster. 
This delay in awareness also serves to build tension, setting the stage for the unfolding consequences of 
Ishmael’s actions.

Jeremiah 41:5

"That there came certain from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, even fourscore men, 
having their beards shaven, and their clothes rent, and having cut themselves, with offerings and 
incense in their hand, to bring them to the house of the Lord."

This verse introduces a new group of characters, representing those who are mourning and seeking to 
honor God amid the chaos. The men from Shechem, Shiloh, and Samaria, who arrive with signs of 
grief such as shaved beards and torn clothing, are indicative of penitence and reverence for spiritual 
matters. Their actions suggest that they are coming to express sorrow, possibly over the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the Temple. However, their arrival coincides tragically with the aftermath of murder, 
underlining that even in their devotion, they step into a dangerous situation. This contrast captures the 
tension between the spiritual longing of the people and the grim reality of their political and social 
circumstances, emphasizing the need for divine intervention in a fractured nation.

Jeremiah 41:6

"And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went forth from Mizpah to meet them, weeping all along as 
he went: and it came to pass, as he met them, he said unto them, Come to Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam."



Ishmael’s deceptive approach to the arriving mourners showcases his cunning and manipulative nature. 
By feigning grief, Ishmael seeks to use their emotional state to mask his treachery and consolidate his 
power in the wake of chaos. His choice to meet them with weeping not only bolsters his façade of 
benevolence but also demonstrates the extremes he is willing to go to foster a sense of trust among the 
people. This encounter reveals the complex interplay of emotions and motivations in the aftermath of 
violence, where betrayal is cloaked in the guise of sorrow. It also emphasizes the fragility of leadership 
in tumultuous times, where appearances can drastically alter perceptions and decisions, setting the 
stage for further conflict.

Jeremiah 41:7

"But when they came into the midst of the city, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah slew them, and cast 
them into the midst of the pit."

This verse unveils the true malevolence of Ishmael, who blatantly betrays the trust of the mourners. 
The act of slaying them upon their entry into the city signifies the total moral collapse of Ishmael’s 
character and ambition. The pit serves as both a literal and symbolic grave—a representation of death 
and the destruction of hope. Casting the bodies into the pit not only further emphasizes Ishmael’s 
cruelty but also highlights the response to a society plagued by violence; instead of finding solace, 
these men were met with brutality. This act illustrates the grave consequences of disunity and treachery, 
further entrenching chaos within a community that desperately sought healing and leadership.

Jeremiah 41:8

"Then were ten men among them that said unto Ishmael, Slay us not: for we have treasures in 
the field, of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, and of honey. So he forbare, and slew them not 
among their brethren."

The plea from the ten men highlights both desperation and survival instincts in the midst of 
catastrophic violence. They appeal to Ishmael by offering to bargain their lives for the treasures they 
claim to possess, hoping to secure their safety. This moment underscores the theme of self-preservation 
amid tumultuous circumstances, as the collapse of their society turns neighbor against neighbor, 
leaving them vulnerable to the whims of a power-hungry leader. Ishmael’s decision to spare their lives
—at least temporarily—suggests a complex rationale; he may see potential value in their offerings or 
recognize that killing them would hinder his own plans. This exchange not only reinforces the 
uncertainty of life in post-exilic Judah but also reflects the precarious negotiations of loyalty, power, 
and survival in a broken community.

Jeremiah 41:9

"Now the pit wherein Ishmael had cast all the dead bodies of the men whom he had slain because 
of Gedaliah, was it which Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha king of Israel: and it was 
filled with them that had slain."

The reference to the pit originally built by King Asa introduces a historical dimension to the narrative, 
linking Ishmael’s actions to the fears and conflicts of Judah’s past. This pit, a remnant of previous 



political turmoil, now serves as a mass grave for victims of Ishmael's brutal takeover, illustrating the 
cyclical nature of violence in political power struggles. The historical context serves as a reminder of 
the continual strife that has plagued the region, demonstrating how past fears manifest in present 
actions and outcomes. The pit symbolizes not just death, but also the legacy of conflict that continues 
to haunt the descendants of those who struggled for stability and governance. This linkage underscores 
the fragility of peace in the wake of centuries of turmoil.

Jeremiah 41:10

"Then Ishmael carried away captive all the residue of the people that were in Mizpah, even the 
king’s daughters, and all the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away to him, 
even the men of war."

In this verse, Ishmael escalates his campaign of terror by taking hostages, which includes the royal 
family and those who sought refuge in Mizpah. His actions reflect a complete disregard for human life 
and demonstrate the depths of his ambition as he attempts to exert control over the remaining populace. 
The capture of the king’s daughters is particularly significant, as it symbolizes the continuation of the 
royal lineage and the potential for Ishmael to claim a position of authority. This act of aggression serves 
to underline the post-exilic plight of the people, who now find themselves at the mercy of a despot. The 
theme of captivity further explores the loss of identity and autonomy among the Judeans, as they are 
subjected to the whims of a leader driven by vengeance and hunger for power.

Jeremiah 41:11

"But when Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, 
heard of all the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done,"

The introduction of Johanan, a captain of the forces, marks a critical shift as those still loyal to 
Gedaliah mobilize against Ishmael's tyranny. Johanan's response to the evil deeds committed by 
Ishmael reflects the growing unrest and active resistance among the remnants of Judah. His initiative 
underscores themes of leadership and organization in the face of chaos, as disparate factions begin to 
coalesce in opposition to Ishmael's reign of terror. The mention of “all the captains of the forces” 
indicates a collective recognition of the need to confront tyranny and restore order. This verse serves to 
instill a sense of hope amid despair, suggesting that not all is lost and that a faction of Judah is willing 
to rise against oppression.

Jeremiah 41:12

"Then they took all the men, and went to fight with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and found him 
by the great waters that are in Gibeon."

The military engagement initiated by Johanan and his forces reveals a decisive moment in the narrative 
as the remnants of Judah seek to restore some form of governance and order by confronting Ishmael. 
The location, near the "great waters in Gibeon," emphasizes a significant battlefield where decisive 
encounters take place; it represents both physical and metaphorical waters of change—currents that 
could either lead to liberation or further disaster. This act of resistance highlights themes of bravery and 



unity, with different groups within Judah coming together for a common cause—countering Ishmael’s 
tyranny. The pursuit suggests the possibility of reclaiming agency and agency in a land that has been 
dominated by fear and violence.

Jeremiah 41:13

"Now it came to pass, that when all the people which were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of 
Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, then they were glad."

The encounter between Ishmael’s captives and Johanan’s forces brings forth a wave of relief and hope 
among those who had endured the violent upheaval. The visible recognition of Johanan and his men 
symbolizes a potential turning point for those previously oppressed. The fact that the people "were 
glad" indicates a longing for salvation and a belief in restoring order against tyranny. This moment 
highlights the power of leadership and the collective desire for change, resonating with the theme of 
reclamation of agency after a period of chaos. The joy and hope of the captives serve as a poignant 
reminder that even in the depths of despair, the human spirit yearns for liberation and justice.

Jeremiah 41:14

"So all the people that Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah cast about and returned, 
and went unto Johanan the son of Kareah."

The decisive action of the captives returning to Johanan signifies a dramatic shift in loyalty and power 
dynamics in post-exilic Judah. Their decision to break free from Ishmael’s control epitomizes a 
collective rejection of tyranny and oppression. This moment encapsulates themes of redemption and 
recovery as individuals and groups reclaim their agency in the face of overwhelming odds. The 
imagery of “casting about” suggests a sense of urgency—a desperate grasp for safety and solidarity. 
Johanan's acceptance of these individuals highlights a change in direction for the remnants of Judah, 
shifting from despair under Ishmael's rule to a newfound hope as they unite under a leader who 
represents their interests and desires for freedom.

Jeremiah 41:15

"But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight men, and went to the 
Ammonites."

Despite the confrontation, Ishmael's escape illuminates the persistent threat of violence and instability 
that continues to plague the region. His flight to the Ammonites indicates a strategy of seeking refuge 
among foreign powers, showcasing his continued ambition and willingness to ally with those who may 
oppose Babylon. This moment reflects themes of betrayal, survival, and the complex politics at play in 
ancient Near Eastern geopolitics. Ishmael's escape serves as a reminder that not all conflicts have clear 
resolutions; remnants of division linger even as some are liberated. His choice to align with the 
Ammonites may further complicate future relations for the people of Judah, suggesting that the struggle 
against tyranny is not yet over.



Jeremiah 41:16

"Then Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, took all 
the remnant of the people, whom he had recovered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, from 
Mizpah, after that he had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam; and the men of war, and the women, 
and the children, and the king’s daughters, and all the people that he had brought again from 
Gibeon."

In this closing verse, the efforts of Johanan and his captains culminate in the reunification of the 
rightful remnant of Judah. Their reclamation of captives represents a moment of triumph amid the 
surrounding chaos, embodying themes of restoration, resilience, and hope for the people of Judah. The 
inclusion of various groups, including women, children, and the royal daughters, signifies a holistic 
approach to rebuilding the community. Furthermore, this restoration presents an opportunity for the 
people to re-establish their identity and strengthen their bonds in light of the violence and upheaval 
they have faced. Johanan's leadership signifies a departure from the despair of the recent past, restoring 
both human dignity and the possibility of unity as they collectively confront their uncertain future.

This in-depth commentary of Jeremiah Chapter 41 captures the narrative's key themes, characters, and 
implications for the people of Judah in the aftermath of destruction. It emphasizes both the tragic 
circumstances and the glimmers of hope amid turmoil.

CHAPTER 42:

Jeremiah 42:1

"Then all the captains of the forces, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the people from the least 
even unto the greatest, came near."

In this opening verse of Jeremiah 42, we see a gathering of a diverse group led by military leaders such 
as Johanan. The phrase "from the least even unto the greatest" signifies a unified assembly where 
individuals from all social ranks come together in a moment of urgency and vulnerability. The context 
suggests that these people are survivors of devastation—likely from Jerusalem’s recent fall—seeking 
guidance as they navigate their uncertain future. Their collective approach to the prophet Jeremiah 
indicates a recognition of the need for divine insight and direction, highlighting their desperation and 
the gravity of their situation.

Jeremiah 42:2

"And said unto Jeremiah the prophet, Let, we beseech thee, our supplication be accepted before thee; 
and pray for us unto the Lord thy God, even for all this remnant; (for we are left but a few of many, as 
thine eyes do behold us:)"

This verse reflects the earnestness of the remnant left after the calamities that befell Jerusalem. Their 
address to Jeremiah as "the prophet" points to his established authority and spiritual significance in 
their community. Their plea for supplication reveals their understanding of the gravity of their 



circumstances and the need for divine intervention. By requesting Jeremiah to pray specifically for 
"this remnant," they acknowledge their smallness in number and vulnerability. The phrase "as thine 
eyes do behold us" suggests a level of humility and recognition that Jeremiah is currently their only 
connection to God, underscoring their dependence on prophetic intercession.

Jeremiah 42:3

"And pray that the Lord thy God may show us the way wherein we may walk, and the thing that we 
may do."

The request for prayer encompasses more than mere supplication; it conveys a profound yearning for 
guidance and clarity in a time of chaos. Their desire to understand "the way wherein we may walk" 
indicates a search for a path forward—both literally and metaphorically. They are not merely seeking 
relief from their troubles but also wisdom on how to live in accordance with God’s will amidst their 
devastated circumstances. This verse encapsulates a key theme of the chapter: the need for divine 
wisdom to navigate uncertain and perilous situations.

Jeremiah 42:4

"Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, I have heard you; behold, I will pray unto the Lord your 
God according to your words; and it shall come to pass, that whatsoever thing the Lord shall answer 
you, I will declare it unto you; I will keep nothing back from you."

Jeremiah’s response serves as reassurance to the people, affirming his role as an intermediary between 
them and God. By stating, "I will pray unto the Lord your God according to your words," he validates 
their request and emphasizes the importance of communication with God. His promise to declare the 
Lord’s response "and keep nothing back" reflects his commitment to transparency and truthfulness. 
This assurance builds trust between Jeremiah and the people, fostering an atmosphere of hope. The 
phrase implies that, despite the uncertainty of their situation, God is still active and responsive, inviting 
the remnant to maintain faith.

Jeremiah 42:5

"Then they said to Jeremiah, The Lord be a true and faithful witness between us, if we do not even 
according to all things for the which the Lord thy God shall send thee to us."

The people's declaration of fidelity demonstrates a deep resolve to adhere to whatever guidance 
Jeremiah may receive from God. By invoking God as a "true and faithful witness," they are appealing 
to divine accountability, indicating their seriousness in wanting to follow God's will. This commitment 
amplifies the stakes of Jeremiah's forthcoming message, as they tie their obedience to a covenant-like 
promise. The act of calling upon God as a witness not only underscores their sincerity but also reflects 
a conscious acknowledgment of the relationship they strive to maintain with their Creator, even amid 
their trials.



Jeremiah 42:6

"Whether it be good, or whether it be evil, we will obey the voice of the Lord our God, to whom we 
send thee; that it may be well with us, when we obey the voice of the Lord our God."

This verse reveals a profound declaration of submission to God's will, regardless of the outcome. The 
people express an unwavering commitment to obedience, irrespective of whether Jeremiah's message is 
favorable or harsh. Their statement, "that it may be well with us," indicates a strong linkage between 
obedience and divine blessing; they believe that adhering to God's instruction will lead to their well-
being. This attitude of acceptance is significant, as it suggests a readiness to trust God in all 
circumstances, highlighting a turning point where the remnant moves away from despair toward a 
hopeful dependence on divine direction.

Jeremiah 42:7

"And it came to pass after ten days, that the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah."

The mention of "ten days" signifies a pause in the narrative, indicating a time of waiting and 
anticipation. This waiting period introduces an element of faith, as Jeremiah engages in prayer during 
this time. The emphasis on God’s word arriving after this duration highlights God's timing; it 
underscores that the divine response, while perhaps delayed from the human perspective, is intentional 
and purposeful. This moment is pivotal—it demonstrates to the people that God is aware of their plight 
and that prophetic communication, while it may take time, is assured and divinely orchestrated.

Jeremiah 42:8

"Then called he Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces which were with him, and 
all the people, from the least even to the greatest."

With the word of the Lord now received, Jeremiah takes the initiative to convene the leaders and the 
assembled people. Calling out Johanan and the captains suggests a recognition of their authority and a 
willingness to address them directly with the Lord’s message. This gathering reinforces the previous 
theme of communal unity, showing that God's communication is not just for Jeremiah but extends to 
the whole community of the faithful. This act also serves to build anticipation and illustrates that the 
revelation from God is of utmost importance for all, from the highest to the lowest, emphasizing the 
communal aspect of their situation.

Jeremiah 42:9

"And said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, unto whom ye sent me to present your 
supplication before him;"

Jeremiah begins to relay the divine message by directly referencing the Lord God of Israel, thereby 
affirming not only God’s sovereignty but also the legitimacy of the request made by the people. This 
introduction sets the stage for the seriousness of the communication, emphasizing that this is a direct 
answer from God to their plea. The phrase "unto whom ye sent me" serves as a reminder of the 
covenant-like relationship between the people and God, illustrating their reliance on the prophetic 



office to seek divine intervention. The invocation of God’s name lends weight to the forthcoming 
message, highlighting that it is not merely the prophet's words but the authoritative word of God.

Jeremiah 42:10

"If ye will still abide in this land, then will I build you, and not pull you down, and I will plant you, and 
not pluck you up: for I repent me of the evil that I have done unto you."

This verse captures the essence of hope and promise embedded in God’s message through Jeremiah. 
The conditional clause "If ye will still abide in this land" highlights the choice facing the people; they 
have the opportunity to remain in the land and receive God’s restorative blessings. The metaphors of 
building and planting reflect a nurturing and protective intention from God, contrasting with the earlier 
devastation they experienced. The phrase "I repent me of the evil that I have done unto you" reveals 
God's willingness to change course, emphasizing His mercy and readiness to restore rather than 
destroy. This sets a tone of reconciliation and underscores the divine longing for the people's well-
being.

Jeremiah 42:11

"Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom ye are afraid; be not afraid of him, saith the Lord: for I 
am with you to save you, and to deliver you from his hand."

In this verse, God directly addresses the people's fears regarding Babylonian authority. The repetition 
of "be not afraid" serves as both comfort and command, underscoring the reassuring presence of God 
amidst their anxiety. The reminder that "I am with you to save you" emphasizes God’s protective role, 
instilling courage in the people to trust in divine intervention rather than human power. This assurance 
not only addresses their immediate fears but also invites them to recognize the greater strength of God 
compared to their earthly adversaries. It paints a picture of hope against overwhelming odds, 
reinforcing the idea that faith in God’s presence can dispel fear.

Jeremiah 42:12

"And I will show mercies unto you, that he may have mercy upon you, and cause you to return to your 
own land."

Here, God promises mercy, emphasizing the relational dynamic between the people and both God and 
their Babylonian oppressors. The conditional response of the king of Babylon having mercy hinges 
upon the people's willingness to abide in the land and trust in divine protection. This promise is 
profoundly restorative, suggesting not only a return to their territory but a return to their identity as a 
people under God’s care. The repetition of the word "mercy" illustrates God’s character as 
compassionate and forgiving while also inviting the people to respond to that mercy with obedience 
and trust.

Jeremiah 42:13

"But if ye say, We will not dwell in this land, neither obey the voice of the Lord your God,"



This verse introduces a conditional aspect to God's promise, revealing the reality of choice and 
consequence. The phrase "if ye say" highlights human agency, indicating that the people's decisions 
have significant implications. God's offer of protection and restoration is contingent upon their 
obedience to His voice. The stark contrast between willingness to dwell in the land and rejecting 
obedience suggests that their prosperity is intertwined with their fidelity to God. This warning serves as 
both a challenge and a call to reflect on their trust in God’s plans versus their fears and uncertainties.

Jeremiah 42:14

"Saying, No; but we will go into the land of Egypt, where we shall see no war, nor hear the sound of 
the trumpet, nor have hunger of bread; and there will we dwell."

Here, the people openly express their intentions to flee to Egypt, revealing their deep-seated fears and 
desires for immediate safety and comfort. Their reasoning—seeking to avoid war, the sounds of 
conflict, and hunger—highlights the human inclination toward self-preservation, even at the risk of 
disobedience to God. This decision underscores the tension between faith in God’s promises and the 
allure of tangible, albeit false, security. The choice to go to Egypt reflects a lack of trust in God’s plan, 
portraying a pattern of reliance on human understanding rather than divine guidance.

Jeremiah 42:15

"Now therefore hear the word of the Lord, ye remnant of Judah; Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel; If ye wholly set your faces to enter into Egypt, and go to sojourn there;"

Jeremiah emphasizes the seriousness of their situation by directly addressing them as "ye remnant of 
Judah," affirming their identity and status in God’s eyes despite their current precariousness. The 
phrase "wholly set your faces" implies a determined, unyielding decision to abandon God’s intended 
path. This proclamation carries a tone of urgency, as Jeremiah warns them that such a choice is not 
without serious repercussions. His insistence on hearing the word of the Lord encapsulates the ongoing 
dialogue between God and His people, serving as a plea for them to reconsider their course.

Jeremiah 42:16

"Then it shall come to pass, that the sword, which ye feared, shall overtake you there in the land of 
Egypt, and the famine, whereof ye were afraid, shall follow close after you there in Egypt; and there ye 
shall die."

In this sobering verse, God unfolds the grim consequences of disobedience and misplaced trust. The 
repetition of "the sword" and "the famine" underscores the very fears that motivated their decision to 
flee. God’s warning serves as a dire prophecy, indicating that attempts to escape their fate will not lead 
to safety; instead, the evils they dread will follow them wherever they go. The phrase "there ye shall 
die" conveys the inevitability of judgment—reinforcing the idea that turning away from God’s 
commands leads to death, both physically and spiritually. This harsh truth highlights the importance of 
faithfulness and the risks associated with abandoning the covenantal relationship with God.



Jeremiah 42:17

"So shall it be with all the men that set their faces to go into Egypt to sojourn there; they shall die by 
the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: and none of them shall remain or escape from the evil 
that I will bring upon them."

This verse serves as a universal statement about the fate awaiting all those who choose disobedience. 
The repetition of the dangers—sword, famine, and pestilence—creates a sense of totality, emphasizing 
the all-encompassing nature of judgment against the backdrop of their plans. By declaring that "none of 
them shall remain or escape," God emphasizes the severity of the consequences for turning away from 
His guidance, illustrating that this is not merely an individual choice but one with communal 
ramifications. This prophetic warning serves to reinforce the seriousness of their current predicament as 
well as the depth of God’s displeasure with their lack of faith.

Jeremiah 42:18

"For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; As mine anger and my fury hath been poured forth 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem; so shall my fury be poured forth upon you, if ye go into Egypt: and 
ye shall be an execration, and an astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach; and ye shall see this place 
no more."

The intensity of God's warning escalates in this verse, invoking the historical context of His judgment 
upon Jerusalem to draw a parallel to the potential fate of those who would flee to Egypt. The imagery 
of God's "anger and my fury" underscores the seriousness of disobedience and serves as a reminder of 
the severity of their prior judgment. The terms "execration," "astonishment," "curse," and "reproach" 
illustrate a state of ruin and desolation that awaits them. The phrase "ye shall see this place no more" 
captures the devastating finality of their choice—should they abandon God, they risk losing their 
homeland entirely. This stark warning conveys a plea for repentance and a return to faithfulness.

Jeremiah 42:19

"The Lord hath said concerning you, O ye remnant of Judah; Go ye not into Egypt: know certainly that 
I have admonished you this day."

Jeremiah reiterates God's commandment, urging the remnant not to go to Egypt. The phrasing "the 
Lord hath said" emphasizes the authority of the message, underscoring that this is not merely a 
suggestion but a divine directive. By addressing them as “O ye remnant of Judah,” he acknowledges 
their precarious status while also reinforcing their identity as God’s chosen people. The phrase "I have 
admonished you this day" reflects God’s care and concern, as the warning is meant to guide them 
toward safety rather than lead them into destruction. This call to heed divine instruction reinforces the 
ongoing relationship between God and His people, assuring them that He is actively involved in their 
circumstances.



Jeremiah 42:20

"For ye dissembled in your hearts, when ye sent me unto the Lord your God, saying, Pray for us unto 
the Lord our God; and according to all that the Lord our God shall say, so declare unto us, and we will 
do it."

In this verse, God reveals a critical insight into the hearts of the remnant, exposing their duplicity. The 
term "dissembled" suggests that their outward words did not align with their true intentions. While they 
requested prayer and guidance, their hearts were already set on a different path—one that contradicted 
their pledges of obedience. This moment calls attention to the disconnect between their spoken 
commitment to follow God’s directives and their internal deliberations, reflecting a struggle that often 
complicates faith: wanting one thing while being drawn toward another. This acknowledgment serves 
as a stern reminder that God sees beyond mere external actions to the true motives of the heart.

Jeremiah 42:21

"And I have this day declared it to you; but ye have not obeyed the voice of the Lord your God, nor any 
thing for the which he hath sent me unto you."

This verse encapsulates Jeremiah's message of urgency and disappointment, as he conveys God’s clear 
and direct communication to the people. By stating "I have this day declared it to you," he emphasizes 
that the message is current and relevant, not simply a reiteration of past warnings. The indictment of 
their disobedience highlights their failure to heed God’s voice. The repetition of “the voice of the Lord 
your God” serves to remind them of the authority and significance of the message they are rejecting. 
This moment showcases the tension between divine instruction and human choice, illustrating the 
weight of their decision-making within the covenantal framework they inhabit.

Jeremiah 42:22

"Now therefore know certainly that ye shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, in 
the place whither ye desire to go and to sojourn."

In the final verse of the chapter, Jeremiah delivers a sobering conclusion to the prophetic message. The 
phrase "know certainly" reaffirms the unavoidable nature of the consequences awaiting those who 
choose disobedience. By reiterating the threats of "the sword," "the famine," and "the pestilence," he 
emphasizes a comprehensive judgment that encompasses all aspects of their well-being. The phrase "in 
the place whither ye desire to go" underscores the tragic irony of their situation; their desires for safety 
will lead them instead into destruction. This last admonition invites the remnant to reflect deeply on 
their choices, leaving them with an urgent call to reconsider their faith in God’s promises versus their 
own inclinations. The chapter concludes with a powerful reminder that returning to God is essential for 
survival and restoration.

CHAPTER 43:

Verse 1: "And it came to pass, that when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking 
unto all the people all the words of the LORD their God, for which the LORD their 



God had sent him to them, even all these words,
In this verse, we see the culmination of Jeremiah's prophetic mission, as he 
concludes a significant address to the people. He has been faithfully delivering 
messages from the LORD, a task that underscores his role as a prophet. This verse 
emphasizes the obedience of Jeremiah to God's command, indicating the weight 
and authority of the words he speaks. It also highlights the relational aspect of the 
communication between God and His people, suggesting that the messages are not 
just warnings or declarations but come from a place of divine concern. The phrase 
"all these words" signifies that Jeremiah's messages convey thoroughness and 
completeness, covering all the divine instructions meant for the people in a time of 
crisis. 

Verse 2: "Then spake Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the 
proud men, saying unto Jeremiah, Thou speakest falsehood; the LORD our God hath not sent 
thee to say, Go not into Egypt to sojourn there:*
In direct response to Jeremiah's prophetic message, Azariah, along with Johanan and other influential 
men, openly opposes the prophet, leading with accusations that he is a false prophet. This confrontation 
reflects the prevailing sentiments of pride and disbelief within the people’s leadership, illustrating their 
refusal to accept God's warning. Their insistence that God has not sent Jeremiah reveals their 
opposition to divine authority and a preference for their own plans, as they are contemplating flight to 
Egypt as a solution to their troubles. This moment marks a critical point in the narrative, showcasing 
how human pride can lead to outright denial of God’s will. It also raises important questions about 
discernment and authority within a community, especially during times of turmoil.

Verse 3: "But Baruch the son of Neriah setteth thee on against us, for to deliver us into the hand 
of the Chaldeans, that they might put us to death, and carry us away captives into Babylon."
The accusation against Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe, illustrates a significant misunderstanding of 
prophetic ministry and the unity of purpose that exists between Jeremiah and Baruch. They imply that 
Baruch's influence over Jeremiah is sinister, suggesting that he manipulates the prophet to betray the 
people, leading them into a situation where they'd face Babylonian captivity. This assertion taps into 
deeper emotions of fear and conspiracy, reflecting the people's desperate desire to absolve themselves 
of responsibility for their fate. It indicates a trend in human nature to assign blame during times of 
crisis rather than confronting uncomfortable truths. The fear of captivity and death underscores the 
gravity of their situation and reveals how much they are grasping for control over their chaotic lives.

Verse 4: "So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, and all the people, 
obeyed not the voice of the LORD, to dwell in the land of Judah."
This verse highlights the rebellion of the leadership and the people against God’s command. Their 



failure to heed the voice of the LORD signifies a critical shift in the relationship between the Israelites 
and God, illustrating that even in the face of prophetic warning, they choose to follow their own desires 
instead of divine direction. The phrase "to dwell in the land of Judah" reflects a call to remain steadfast 
and trust in God’s plans, yet the people opt for the path that leads them towards Egypt, indicative of 
their lack of faith and understanding of their covenant relationship with God. Their disobedience 
encapsulates the broader theme of apostasy evident throughout the book of Jeremiah, representing a 
choice for self-preservation over trust in divine provision.

Verse 5: "But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces took all the remnant 
of Judah, that were returned from all nations, whither they had been driven, to dwell in the land 
of Judah;"
In this verse, we see Johanan and his followers actively taking control of the remaining people in 
Judah, who have returned from foreign lands after the Babylonian siege. By assembling these 
remnants, the captains assert themselves as leaders during a time of uncertainty and chaos. This 
gathering of people who have endured exile and displacement underscores the complex nature of their 
identity and their longing for home. However, this move also signifies a pivotal decision that leads to 
the rejection of God’s command and highlights the mistrust and desperation that drive them to seek 
refuge in Egypt rather than relying on God’s providence in their native land. This act of delineating 
authority serves to emphasize their determination to act independently of prophetic guidance, 
reinforcing the central conflict in the narrative.

Verse 6: "Even men, and women, and children, and the king's daughters, and every person that 
Nebuchadnezzar had left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, and the captains of the forces, and 
the people of the land,
This verse lists the diverse groups of people who are taken to Egypt, emphasizing the mass migration 
that occurs due to the leadership's decision. The mention of the king's daughters alongside every man, 
woman, and child signifies the gravity of the choice and the broad societal impact of this decision. 
Each group has its story of trauma and loss, making them emblematic of the collective suffering 
experienced by the Jewish people during this tumultuous period. The presence of Gedaliah's people 
highlights the remnants of the leadership structure left after the Babylonian conquest, suggesting a 
longing for restoration that is now misguided. This gathering accentuates the desperate and disordered 
state of the people, illustrating how far they have strayed from their covenant with God as they seek 
refuge in Egypt rather than embracing His promise to stay in Judah.

Verse 7: "So they came into the land of Egypt: for they obeyed not the voice of the LORD: thus 
came they even to Tahpanhes."
The journey to Egypt, specifically to Tahpanhes, marks a profound turning point in the narrative. This 
move encapsulates the complete failure of the people to heed God’s voice in favor of their own choices. 
The phrase "they obeyed not the voice of the LORD" starkly presents the consequences of 
disobedience and mistrust. Unlike the previous generations who had experienced the Red Sea crossing 



or the steadfast provision in the desert, this exodus reflects despair and defiance in abandoning their 
identity as God’s chosen people. Tahpanhes, known for its significance as a bustling Egyptian city, 
suggests that they sought safety and stability in a land that ultimately symbolizes idolatry and 
oppression. Their choice reveals a tragic irony, as seeking refuge in Egypt leads them further from their 
true source of help and protection.

Verse 8: "Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying,"
Here, the narrative shifts as God reaches out to Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, signifying that even in a foreign 
land, the divine message remains active and relevant. God’s word assures the continuity of His 
presence despite the people's disobedience, illustrating His unwavering commitment to communicate 
with His prophet and consequently with His people, regardless of their choices. This reestablishment of 
prophetic communication highlights the dynamic of hope embedded in the ongoing relationship 
between God and Israel. It serves as a reminder that God's sovereignty transcends geographical 
boundaries and human decisions. This moment also foreshadows the important messages to come, as it 
marks the beginning of a new revelation concerning a situation wrought by human rebellion.

Verse 9: "Take great stones in thine hand, and hide them in the clay, in the brickkiln, which is at 
the entry of Pharaoh's house in Tahpanhes, in the sight of the men of Judah;"
Instructed by God, Jeremiah’s action to take great stones and bury them in clay creates a tangible 
symbol of the prophetic message. The specific location at the entry of Pharaoh's house underscores a 
stark contrast between the might of Egypt and the sovereignty of the God of Israel. By conducting this 
act in plain view of the Judeans, Jeremiah is reinforcing the prophetic symbolism that God is not just a 
part of their lives in Judah but is also addressing their decisions in Egypt. The act serves as a 
metaphorical warning—they have laid a foundation for their ruin by seeking security in a foreign 
power rather than in God. This prophetic act conveys a sense of impending judgment while also 
offering a call to remember their true identity and allegiance.

Verse 10: "And say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will 
send and take Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will set his throne upon 
these stones that I have hid; and he shall spread his royal pavilion over them."
In this revelation, God reaffirms His sovereignty and control over the nations. By referring to 
Nebuchadnezzar as "my servant," it emphasizes God's overarching authority, suggesting that even those 
who oppose Him are still instruments of His will. The symbolic act of setting the Babylonian king's 
throne upon the hidden stones indicates that God’s judgment is coming upon Judah for their 
disobedience, and it underscores the futility of seeking refuge in Egypt. The idea of the king spreading 
his royal pavilion illustrates the total dominance Nebuchadnezzar will have over the land, serving as a 
stark reminder of the consequences of the people’s rebellion. This prophecy lays bare the grim reality 
awaiting them, challenging their assumptions about safety and providence.



Verse 11: "And when he cometh, he shall smite the land of Egypt; and deliver such as are for 
death to death; and such as are for captivity to captivity; and such as are for the sword to the 
sword."
This verse reveals God’s declaration regarding the fate of those who have sought refuge in Egypt. The 
vivid imagery of judgment categorizes the people into those destined for death, captivity, or the sword, 
stressing the seriousness of their disobedience. There is an unequivocal sense of inevitability in God’s 
pronouncement, showcasing that His will prevails above human decisions. This segment exposes the 
harsh reality of the spiritual condition of the people—they cannot escape God’s judgment by fleeing to 
a foreign land. The mention of various forms of punishment underscores the comprehensive scope of 
impending calamity awaiting them in Egypt. It reinforces the message that true safety and deliverance 
are found only in obedience to God, not in circumventing His will.

Verse 12: "And I will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and he shall burn them, and 
carry them away captives: and he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd 
putteth on his garment; and he shall go forth from thence in peace."
With this verse, God proclaims the utter destruction of the Egyptian gods, emphasizing the ultimate 
superiority of the God of Israel. The imagery of kindling fire in the houses of these false gods serves as 
a powerful testament to their impotence and futility, offering a divine rebuke to the idolatry that the 
people of Judah have chosen by seeking refuge in Egypt. The description of Nebuchadnezzar "arraying 
himself with the land of Egypt" depicts the king as a conqueror, compelling the pagan nations to 
recognize the sovereignty of God over all. There is a stark juxtaposition between the peace found in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s conquest and the turmoil in the lives of the Israelites who have turned away from 
God. This highlights the terrifying reality of Israel’s spiritual decline and the lengths to which God will 
go to reclaim His people.

Verse 13: "He shall also break the images of Bethshemesh, that is in the land of Egypt; and the 
houses of the gods of the Egyptians shall he burn with fire."
In this concluding verse of the chapter, we see a detailed pronouncement of judgment upon specific 
locales in Egypt, particularly emphasizing "the images of Bethshemesh," known as a sun god. This 
imagery not only asserts God’s supremacy but also serves as a proclamation that no false god can 
withstand His will. The destruction of idols signifies a cleansing and a reclaiming, foreshadowing the 
eventual deliverance of Israel from their spiritual blindness. By stating that the "houses of the gods of 
the Egyptians" shall be burned, God reveals a future where His glory is made manifest through the 
desolation of idolatry. The left-behind remnants of the Egyptian religious system become symbolic of 
the futility of human systems of power opposed to divine order. This verse encapsulates the 
overarching themes of judgment, restoration, and the call to return to obedience, leaving readers with a 
stark call to reflect on their own fidelity to God in times of crisis.

CHAPTER 44:
Jeremiah 44:1
"The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jews which dwell in the land 



of Egypt, which dwell at Migdol, and at Tahpanhes, and at Noph, and in the 
country of Pathros, saying,"
In this opening verse, the context is set for a significant message conveyed by the 
prophet Jeremiah. God’s word comes specifically to the Jews living in Egypt, a 
poignant reminder of their past and present. Migdol, Tahpanhes, Noph, and 
Pathros are cities associated with Jewish exile and the diaspora's struggle for 
identity and faith. The mention of these places indicates the widespread presence of 
the Jewish community in foreign lands, highlighting the geographical and cultural 
dislocation experienced by the people. This verse establishes the recipient of God's 
message—those who have sought refuge in Egypt instead of returning to Jerusalem
—and sets the stage for a denunciation of their practices.

Jeremiah 44:2
"Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Ye have seen all the evil that I have brought upon 
Jerusalem, and upon all the cities of Judah; and, behold, this day they are a desolation, and no man 
dwelleth therein,"
Here, the Lord speaks through Jeremiah, emphasizing His authority and the severity of the 
consequences faced by Jerusalem and Judah due to their disobedience. This verse serves as a stark 
reminder of the actions of God in history—bringing calamity as punishment for the people's 
transgressions. The reference to Jerusalem as a desolate city where no one dwells underscores the 
devastating reality of exile, a historical event that had dramatically altered the lives of the Israelites. It 
serves to remind the exiles of the gravity of their choices and the repercussions of their worship 
practices, creating a sense of urgency and warning about their spiritual and communal direction.

Jeremiah 44:3
"Because of their wickedness which they have committed to provoke me to anger, in that they went to 
burn incense, and to serve other gods, whom they knew not, neither they, ye, nor your fathers."
In this verse, God again emphasizes that the calamity brought upon His people was a direct result of 
their wickedness, particularly their idolatrous practices like burning incense to foreign gods. This act of 
worship represents a betrayal of their covenant with the Lord, who had repeatedly shown them signs of 
His might and presence. The phrase “whom they knew not” highlights the profound ignorance involved 
in their worship; they turned to gods who had no real power or relationship with them, unlike Yahweh. 
By invoking the actions of their ancestors, the verse indicates a continuous cycle of rebellion against 
God that has persisted through generations, reinforcing the urgency of the message that Jeremiah is 
delivering.

Jeremiah 44:4
"Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the prophets, rising early and sending them, saying, Oh, do 
not this abominable thing that I hate."
God recounts His merciful attempts to steer His people back to righteousness by sending prophets, 
emphasizing both His patience and the significance of prophetic ministry in Israel’s history. The 
imagery of God “rising early” conveys His diligence and readiness to warn the people against their 



sinful practices, indicating a heartfelt plea rather than an indifference to their plight. The use of 
“abominable thing” describes idolatry as an affront to God’s holiness and goodness, reinforcing the 
idea that these acts set the Israelites apart from their divine purpose. This verse highlights the theme of 
prophetic resistance to sin, and God’s desire for repentance, emphasizing the poignant contrast between 
divine grace and human stubbornness.

Jeremiah 44:5
"But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear to turn from their wickedness, to burn no incense unto 
other gods."
This verse captures the tragic response of the people to God's repeated warnings: they stubbornly 
refused to listen and repent. The phrase “hearkened not” emphasizes their willful ignorance and 
rebellion, underscoring the severity of their disobedience. Instead of turning away from idolatrous 
practices, they doubled down, choosing to continue burning incense to foreign gods despite knowing 
the implications of such actions. This refusal to listen and change tracks presents a critical moment of 
lost opportunity for redemption, encapsulating the broader theme of disobedience found throughout the 
book of Jeremiah, as the people chose worldly practices over their calling.

Jeremiah 44:6
"Wherefore my fury and mine anger was poured forth, and was kindled in the cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem; and they are wasted and desolate, as at this day."
In this verse, God declares the outcome of the people's disobedience: His fury and anger result in 
destruction and desolation of the cities of Judah and Jerusalem. The vivid imagery of His wrath being 
“poured forth” conveys a sense of divine judgment and the power of God’s anger against His wayward 
people. The reality of the “wasted and desolate” cities serves as a tangible reminder of the 
consequences of sin, documenting a transformation from once flourishing enclaves of life to barren 
environments reflecting God’s abandonment. It emphasizes the seriousness of their sins and serves as a 
historical testament to the harsh realities that arise when a covenant people reject their God.

Jeremiah 44:7
"Therefore now thus saith the Lord, the God of hosts, the God of Israel; Why commit ye this great evil 
against your souls, to cut off from you man and woman, child and suckling, out of Judah, to leave you 
none to remain;"
God, speaking through Jeremiah, directly confronts the people about the "great evil" they are 
committing against themselves. By choosing idolatry and disobedience, they are endangering their very 
existence as a community. This rhetorical question is a plea for self-reflection, inviting the people to 
consider the catastrophic consequences of their actions—extermination of their lineage and the 
severing of their covenant identity. The mention of every demographic, from men to infants, 
underscores the depth of destruction that will come upon them. It serves as a chilling reminder of how 
personal sin has communal ramifications, urging them to reconsider their decisions in the face of 
impending doom.

Jeremiah 44:8
"In that ye provoke me unto wrath with the works of your hands, burning incense unto other gods in the 
land of Egypt, whither ye be gone to dwell, that ye might cut yourselves off, and that ye might be a 
curse and a reproach among all the nations of the earth?"



This verse outlines how the acts of the Israelites in Egypt—particularly their idolatry—have provoked 
God to wrath. The phrase “works of your hands” alludes to the physical, tangible acts of idolatry that 
they have engaged in, calling into question the very essence of their relationship with the divine. God’s 
query emphasizes the absurdity of their choice: a desire for worldly comfort in Egypt has led them to 
sever ties with their God, making them a “curse and a reproach” to the nations. The rhetorical nature of 
God's inquiry serves a dual purpose: it provokes reflection on their choices and highlights the spiritual 
blindness that surrounds their actions, calling forth serious consideration of their identity as God's 
chosen people in light of their decisions.

Jeremiah 44:9
"Have ye forgotten the wickedness of your fathers, and the wickedness of the kings of Judah, and the 
wickedness of their wives, and your own wickedness, and the wickedness of your wives, which they 
have committed in the land of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem?"
In this verse, God challenges the exiles to reflect on their legacy of sin. The repetition of the word 
“wickedness” serves to highlight the recurring patterns of disobedience from their ancestors to their 
immediate context. By invoking the sins of their fathers, kings, and even their own wives, God paints a 
picture of a deeply entrenched cultural issue; wickedness had pervaded every level of society, affecting 
family and leadership alike. This challenge portrays sin not just as individual acts but as a collective 
failure, forcing them to acknowledge the consequences of ignoring historical lessons. It also reiterates 
the notion that they are not free from the curse of their history, reminding them that they are part of a 
continuum that demands accountability.

Jeremiah 44:10
"They are not humbled even unto this day, neither have they feared, nor walked in my law, nor in my 
statutes, that I set before you and before your fathers."
In this verse, God again emphasizes the lack of humility and fear among the people in light of His 
commands. The phrase “not humbled even unto this day” suggests a persistent obstinacy against divine 
judgment and instruction, indicating that the destruction and calamity suffered have not yielded the 
expected repentance. Their failure to return to God’s law and statutes signals a dangerous detachment 
from their covenant responsibilities, wherein they have chosen to live without regard for God’s 
guidance. This verse encapsulates their spiritual condition—a society that has been continuously 
resistant to truth and divine instruction, thereby accentuating the need for a course correction through 
genuine repentance.

Jeremiah 44:11
"Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will set my face against you for 
evil, and to cut off all Judah."
The declaration in this verse bears grave implications—the turning of God’s face against Judah 
represents divine rejection, signifying that God, in His righteousness, is compelled to act against His 
people due to their persistent rebellion. The phrase “for evil” indicates that the consequences of their 
actions will be judgment rather than protection, and the intention to “cut off all Judah” underscores the 
severity of His response. Essentially, this sets in motion a grim reality where the consequences of sin 
will lead to decimation, serving as a stark reminder of what happens when a people forsake their 



relationship with God. It highlights the seriousness of divine authority and the implications for 
communal identity in light of God’s covenant promises.

Jeremiah 44:12
"And I will take the remnant of Judah, that have set their faces to go into the land of Egypt to sojourn 
there, and they shall all be consumed; and they shall fall in the land of Egypt; they shall even be 
consumed by the sword and by the famine; they shall die, both man and woman, child and suckling."
God explicitly names judgment upon those from Judah who foolishly seek refuge in Egypt instead of 
trusting in Him. The phrase “the remnant of Judah” refers to those who survived Jerusalem’s 
destruction but are now making choices that lead to their demise. This verse captures the tragic irony of 
their decision; in fleeing to Egypt for safety, they are instead entering into a perilous situation where 
destruction awaits them by sword and famine. It depicts a stark portrayal of hopelessness—no one, 
including the most vulnerable (children and infants), will escape this judgment. This serves as both a 
warning and a consequence of their actions, demonstrating the dire stakes of abandoning God's 
covenant in favor of worldly solutions.

Jeremiah 44:13
"For I will punish them that dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem, by the sword, by 
the famine, and by the pestilence:"
Reiterating God's judgment, this verse draws a parallel between the impending punishments in Egypt 
and those already exacted in Jerusalem. It emphasizes that God’s standards of justice apply equally 
regardless of geography—none can escape the consequences of disobedience to His law. The triad of 
punishments—sword, famine, and pestilence—depicts comprehensive devastation, indicating that those 
who turned to Egypt for refuge will be met with the same fate that befell the land they left behind. This 
reinforces the severity of Israel's situation and highlights God's unwavering commitment to 
righteousness and justice across all nations. It serves as a reminder that seeking safety in anything other 
than God is ultimately futile and deadly.

Jeremiah 44:14
"So that none of the remnant of Judah, which are gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall 
escape or remain, that they should return into the land of Judah, to the which they have a desire to 
return to dwell there: for none shall return but such as shall escape."
In this explicit pronouncement, God emphasizes the totality of His judgment on those who have fled to 
Egypt. The language suggests a complete severance from their homeland and a confinement to their 
decision, underlining the futility of their hopes to return. The phrase “none shall return” underscores 
the harsh reality that their choices have irrevocably altered their fate. The word “escape” provides a 
glimmer of hope suggesting that there might be a few who will survive—perhaps a remnant destined 
for restoration—but the general message conveys a conclusion that emphasizes judgment over mercy. 
The stark finality illuminates the consequences of disobedience, while also pointing to the broad theme 
of exile, reminding the audience that dislocation from God's will leads to dislocation from His 
promises.

Jeremiah 44:15
"Then all the men which knew that their wives had burned incense unto other gods, and all the women 
that stood by, a great multitude, even all the people that dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, 



answered Jeremiah, saying,"
In this verse, we see a collective response from the people of Egypt, highlighting a crucial moment of 
confrontation between the prophet Jeremiah and the community. The acknowledgment by “all the men” 
and “all the women” indicates a widespread complicity in idolatrous practices, suggesting that both 
genders were equally involved in the rebellion against God. They are aware of their actions—burning 
incense to other gods—and this verse sets the stage for their attempt to defend or justify their behavior 
in response to Jeremiah’s prophetic message. The gathering of “a great multitude” encapsulates a 
communal identity steeped in idolatry, reflecting the broader cultural pressures that challenge the 
people’s fidelity to Yahweh.

Jeremiah 44:16
"As for the word that thou hast spoken unto us in the name of the Lord, we will not hearken unto thee."
This verse unveils the obstinate stance taken by the people in direct opposition to God’s message 
conveyed through Jeremiah. The declaration “we will not hearken unto thee” starkly emphasizes their 
rejection and defiance of divine authority, encapsulating a profound spiritual stubbornness. They 
acknowledge the source of the message—the word spoken “in the name of the Lord”—but respond 
with a resolute commitment to continue in their current practices. This response reflects a chilling lack 
of reverence for God's warnings, solidifying their choice to embrace idolatry over faithfulness, 
illustrating the tension between prophetic truth and human willfulness.

Jeremiah 44:17
"But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the 
queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, as we have done, we and our fathers, our 
kings, and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem: for then had we plenty of 
victuals, and were well, and saw no evil."
In this provocative verse, the people assert their commitment to continue their idolatrous practices, 
specifically mentioning their worship of the “queen of heaven.” This reveals their rationale; they 
believe that their former actions brought them prosperity and a sense of well-being. By invoking a 
historical precedent—the practices of their ancestors and leaders—they attempt to validate their current 
choices. Their determination to follow “whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our own mouth” indicates a 
conscious choice for self-reliance and idolatry over divine will. This verse illustrates a critical 
divergence from faith—an unwillingness to recognize God's providence or the truth of their 
circumstances, thus representing the depths of their deception and spiritual blindness.

Jeremiah 44:18
"But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, 
we have wanted all things, and have been consumed by the sword and by the famine."
This verse reflects the people's lament, attributing their current hardships to the abandonment of their 
idolatrous practices. Their assertion that they have “wanted all things” conveys a sense of scarcity and 
lack, signifying the desperation they feel in light of their trials. They perceive a direct correlation 
between their shift away from idolatry and their suffering, revealing a misapplication of causality that 
emphasizes their deep-seated belief in the power of their false gods. This faulty reasoning demonstrates 
their unwillingness to accept the reality of God’s judgment as the true cause of their calamities, 



illustrating the extent of their spiritual misunderstanding and the deceptive grip of idolatry on their 
hearts.

Jeremiah 44:19
"And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven, and poured out drink offerings unto her, did we 
make her cakes to worship her, and pour out drink offerings unto her, without our men?"
In this verse, the people attempt to justify their practices by suggesting that their acts of worship to the 
“queen of heaven” were communal and inclusive of their families. The mention of making “cakes” for 
her worship indicates participation in sacrificial rituals that involve both sustenance and devotion. Their 
emphasis on the communal aspect underscores a culture of shared idolatry, perhaps aimed at mitigating 
blame or guilt. Additionally, the retelling of these rituals without their men hints at a collective 
responsibility and highlights the collaborative nature of their rebellion against God. This insistence on 
shared worship practices also illustrates their detachment from the covenant faith, suggesting a deep 
entrenchment in spiritual unfaithfulness.

Jeremiah 44:20
"Then Jeremiah said unto all the people, to the men, and to the women, and to all the people which had 
given him that answer, saying,"
This verse transitions to Jeremiah's direct response to the people's declaration. Addressing “all the 
people,” including men and women, indicates that Jeremiah aims to confront the entire community 
regarding their idolatrous commitment. The preceding conversation sets the stage for Jeremiah to 
articulate God's perspective on their excuses and justifications as He reasserts the boundaries of the 
covenant. This moment is crucial because it implies a call to accountability, signaling that individual 
and communal actions have consequences and that even a widespread cultural practice cannot escape 
scrutiny from the Lord. It illustrates Jeremiah's role as a faithful prophet willing to engage with the 
people amidst their deep-seated rebellion.

Jeremiah 44:21
"The incense that ye burned in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, ye and your fathers, 
your kings, and your princes, and the people of the land, did not the Lord remember them, and came it 
not into his mind?"
Jeremiah's inquiry serves to return the focus to God's perspective on their idolatrous actions. He 
emphasizes that the incense and offerings made to the “queen of heaven” were not forgotten by the 
Lord; instead, they represented a significant challenge to His holiness and covenant. The phrasing “did 
not the Lord remember them” suggests that their worship was indeed noted by God, indicating 
accountability for their actions. By delineating the collective involvement of different groups—fathers, 
kings, princes—Jeremiah highlights the pervasive nature of idolatry in their community. This verse 
calls forth the weight of divine judgment, indicating that idolatry has far-reaching repercussions, 
reminding the people that their actions have consequences alongside the expectations God has set forth 
for them.

Jeremiah 44:22
"So that the Lord could no longer bear it, because of the evil of your doings, and because of the 
abominations which ye have committed; therefore is your land a desolation, and an astonishment, and a 
curse, without an inhabitant, as at this day."



In this declaration, Jeremiah articulates the breaking point of God's patience concerning the people's 
persistent sinfulness. The phrase “could no longer bear it” encapsulates the emotional gravity of divine 
judgment, shedding light on God’s holiness and justice in face of rampant idolatry. Their “evil doings” 
and “abominations” have grieved and provoked the Lord, culminating in irreversible consequences for 
the land of Judah. The description of the land as “a desolation, and an astonishment, and a curse” 
powerfully conveys the state of their homeland, stripping it of life and fertility, while underscoring the 
deep spiritual and physical ramifications of their collective actions. This verse serves as a harrowing 
reminder of the price of forsaking God for false idols—leading to desolation in both the spiritual and 
material realms.

Jeremiah 44:23
"Because ye have burned incense, and because ye have sinned against the Lord, and have not obeyed 
the voice of the Lord, nor walked in his law, nor in his statutes, nor in his testimonies; therefore this 
evil is happened unto you, as at this day."
Reiterating the reasons for God’s judgment, Jeremiah connects the dots between the people’s idolatry 
and their current misfortunes. By explicitly stating that their burning of incense and sin against God is 
the root cause of their calamity, he emphasizes the importance of obedience to divine commandments
—commandments that they have blatantly disregarded. The recitation of their failure to obey the “voice 
of the Lord,” along with His law and statutes, highlights a deep-seated rebellion against their 
covenantal obligations. This verse serves to clarify the theological principle that disobedience has 
tangible consequences—a central theme in the prophetic messages throughout the Scriptures. It 
underscores the divine expectation for fidelity to God's word and the inevitability of calamity in its 
absence.

Jeremiah 44:24
"Moreover Jeremiah said unto all the people, and to all the women, Hear the word of the Lord, all 
Judah that are in the land of Egypt; Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying; Ye and your 
wives have both spoken with your mouths, and fulfilled with your hands, saying, We will surely 
perform our vows that we have made, to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink 
offerings unto her: ye will surely accomplish your vows, and surely perform your vows."
In this poignant moment, Jeremiah shifts the focus back to the people's vows—identifying the gravity 
of their commitment to idolatrous practices. By addressing both men and women, and invoking the 
stark command “Hear the word of the Lord,” Jeremiah illustrates the urgency of God's message to the 
entirety of the community. He acknowledges their declarations—both verbal and physical—that they 
will fulfill their promises to the “queen of heaven,” drawing attention to the troubling reality that they 
simultaneously reinforce their rebellion with definitive actions. This verse starkly illustrates the 
complete embrace of idolatry, as people willingly commit themselves to practices contrary to their 
covenant with God, highlighting the hazardous path they have chosen and demonstrating their defiance 
against divine authority.

Jeremiah 44:25
"Therefore hear ye the word of the Lord, all Judah that dwell in the land of Egypt; Behold, I have 
sworn by my great name, saith the Lord, that my name shall no more be named in the mouth of any 
man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying, The Lord God liveth."



Here, God declares a significant judgment by swearing by His “great name,” foreshadowing a dramatic 
shift in identity for the people of Judah. The ultimatum that “my name shall no more be named” 
indicates a breaking of their connection with Yahweh, as their idolatrous practices will sever their 
identity as His people. This declaration implies a profound alienation from God’s presence and favor—
an unsettling reality that speaks of a future devoid of His acknowledgment. The use of “The Lord God 
liveth” serves as a stark reminder of the covenant once held, contrasting it with the imminent loss of 
relationship due to their persistent disobedience. This verse encapsulates the tragic consequences of 
apostasy, emphasizing the depth of their estrangement from their God.

Jeremiah 44:26
"Behold, I will take you to witness against you this day that ye shall surely know that my words shall 
surely stand against you for evil."
Jeremiah invokes a solemn declaration in this verse, emphasizing the prophetic nature of God's word as 
a witness against the people. By taking them as witnesses, there’s an implication of personal 
accountability; they cannot feign ignorance regarding the consequences of their actions. The repetition 
of "shall surely" underscores the certainty of God's judgment and serves as a looming reality, reflecting 
the seriousness of their rebellion against Him. Jeremiah's words illustrate that divine declarations and 
commandments are not mere suggestions but are pivotal in determining their fate; their choices directly 
influence the impending tragedy. This moment emphasizes the weight of prophecy and the inevitability 
of fulfillment, establishing a powerful resolve in God's words that align with the broader themes of 
justice and accountability.

Jeremiah 44:27
"Behold, I will watch over them for evil, and not for good: and all the men of Judah that are in the land 
of Egypt shall be consumed by the sword and by the famine, until there be an end of them."
In this stark announcement, God’s intention to “watch over them for evil” is profoundly unsettling, 
emblematic of the complete withdrawal of His favor. Unlike His watchful care for good in times of 
obedience, here God’s vigilance signifies impending judgment. This phrase points to an active 
participation in the unfolding calamity, reiterating the somber consequences of their rebellion. The 
comprehensive nature of the impending destruction is accentuated by the phrase “all the men of Judah,” 
emphasizing that no one would be exempt from the resulting penalty. The imagery of consumption by 
“sword” and “famine” encapsulates the devastation that will surround them. This verse starkly fulfills 
the prophetic warning—testing their resolve while confirming divine judgment that aligns with their 
spiritual choices.

Jeremiah 44:28
"Yet a small number that escape the sword shall return out of the land of Egypt into the land of Judah; 
and all the remnant of Judah, that are gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall know whose 
words shall stand, mine or theirs."
In this verse, amidst the declaration of judgment, there is a glimmer of hope: a “small number that 
escape the sword” suggests a remnant that will ultimately return to Judah. This portrays God's ongoing 
covenantal faithfulness, even in judgment, as He preserves a remnant that may still fulfill future 
promises. The concluding phrase—“shall know whose words shall stand, mine or theirs”—emphasizes 
the ultimate validation of divine authority over human declarations. This serves as a sobering forecast 



of reality, ensuring that the people will grasp the ramifications of their choices: divine words 
predominate, contrasting with the false assurances of their idolatrous promises. It encapsulates the 
tension between human action and divine sovereignty, reinforcing the message that ultimately, God’s 
will shall prevail.

Jeremiah 44:29
"And this shall be a sign unto you, saith the Lord, that I will punish you in this place, that ye may know 
that my words shall surely stand against you for evil."
In this verse, God promises a sign—a tangible confirmation of His forthcoming judgment. The use of 
the term “sign” indicates that what is to occur carries divine significance; it will serve as proof of God’s 
intentions toward the people in Egypt. The phrase “that ye may know” suggests God's desire for them 
to understand the weight of their actions and the seriousness of His word. The repetition of “shall 
surely stand” draws the people’s attention to the certainty and authority of God's pronouncements. This 
sign serves both as a warning and a confirmation that their rebellion will have dire consequences, a 
profound reminder that God’s word is powerful and unrelenting in the face of unfaithfulness.

Jeremiah 44:30
"Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will give Pharaohhophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies, 
and into the hand of them that seek his life, as I gave Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, which was his enemy."
This closing verse draws a dramatic parallel between the impending fate of Pharaohhophra, king of 
Egypt, and that of Zedekiah king of Judah. By proclaiming that Pharaohhophra will be given into the 
hand of his enemies, God reinforces the theme of judgment not just upon His own people but extending 
to surrounding nations, emphasizing divine sovereignty over global affairs. The reference to Zedekiah 
serves as a historical reminder; just as Zedekiah faced the consequences of his rebellion, so too will 
Pharaohhophra. This comparison underscores the certainty of God’s judgments and the inevitability of 
His word. The fates intertwined with their leadership establish a finality, revealing that rebellion leads 
to destruction—a key lesson for the exiled community grappling with their identity and future. 
Ultimately, this verse provides a sobering conclusion to the chapter, reiterating the seriousness of God's 
pronouncements and the overarching theme of sovereignty that extends beyond Judah, reinforcing the 
universal truth of divine authority amidst human folly.

CHAPTER 45:

Jeremiah 45:1

"The word that Jeremiah the prophet spake unto Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had written these 
words in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah, saying,"

In this opening verse, we establish the context of the communication between the prophet Jeremiah and 
his scribe Baruch, who is noted for his role in transcribing Jeremiah’s prophecies. This particular 
moment captures a significant point in Israel's turbulent history, occurring in the fourth year of King 
Jehoiakim’s reign. Baruch is tasked with the monumental responsibility of documenting God's words 
during a time of great crisis, which reflects the urgency and gravity of the message being conveyed. 



The reference to a written book signifies the importance of preservation and the need for the people of 
Judah to hear the words of warning and hope amidst impending judgment. This reflects the deep 
relationship and trust between Jeremiah and Baruch, putting Baruch in a position not only as a 
messenger but also as a crucial participant in the prophetic ministry.

Jeremiah 45:2

"Thus saith the Lord to thee, O Baruch."

In this verse, the direct address to Baruch signifies a personal and immediate concern from God 
regarding Baruch's state of heart and mind. By calling him by name, it emphasizes that the message is 
tailored specifically for him, indicating the significance of individual responses to divine calling and 
instruction. This is not merely a message for the masses but a pointed reflection on Baruch's 
circumstances as a scribe. It introduces a divine perspective on his feelings, choices, and 
responsibilities, suggesting that God is aware of Baruch's struggles and the burdens he carries. The 
intimate tone here underlines the nature of prophetic revelation as not just institutional but also 
personal, allowing for an exploration of one's role in God's plan, especially during challenging times.

Jeremiah 45:3

"Thou didst say, Woe is me now! for the Lord hath added grief to my sorrow; I fainted in my sighing, 
and I find no rest."

This verse captures Baruch's anguish and despair, illustrating the weight of prophetic duty and the 
emotional toll it exacts on him. His lament of "Woe is me now!" points to a deep sense of personal 
distress, suggesting that the prophetic role is not free from suffering. The phrase "the Lord hath added 
grief to my sorrow" conveys that Baruch feels overwhelmed, perceiving that his service to God has 
only compounded his difficulties rather than alleviating them. His sighing signifies his exhaustion and 
the yearning for relief amidst overwhelming responsibility and societal chaos. This vivid expression of 
internal struggle resonates with anyone who has faced the burdens of leadership, highlighting the 
reality that those who serve in spiritual capacities can experience deep sorrow and a longing for peace. 
The verse serves as a testament to the human side of prophets, showcasing vulnerability and the search 
for solace in a tumultuous world.

Jeremiah 45:4

"Thus shalt thou say unto him, The Lord saith thus, Behold, that which I have built will I break down, 
and that which I have planted I will pluck up, even this whole land."

In this verse, God responds to Baruch’s lamentation with a powerful declaration about the fate of 
Judah. The phrase "that which I have built will I break down" underscores God's sovereignty and 
authority over nations, emphasizing that His plans can dismantle human constructions. This serves as a 
chilling reminder to Baruch of the impending judgment upon Judah and the inevitable consequence of 
rebellion against divine will. The contrasts between building and breaking, planting and plucking up, 
illustrate the cyclical nature of God's dealings with His people, extending a sense of urgency to 
Baruch's prophetic mission. It is not just personal pain Baruch experiences, but he bears witness to 



national calamity that reflects deeper spiritual truths. This affirmation of destruction serves as a stark 
backdrop against which Baruch is called to fulfill his assignment, reinforcing the gravity of the times 
and the necessity of faithful proclamation of God's word.

Jeremiah 45:5

"And seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not: for, behold, I will bring evil upon all flesh, 
saith the Lord: but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou goest."

Here, God questions Baruch's aspirations, directing him to reconsider his desires amidst the chaotic 
backdrop of impending disaster. The rhetorical question "seekest thou great things for thyself?" 
highlights the temptation of personal ambition, especially in times of trial. God’s admonition to "seek 
them not" serves as a critical reminder that self-pursuit can lead one astray from the divine mission. 
The stark reality of the "evil upon all flesh" serves as a prophetic proclamation of forthcoming 
judgment that will affect everyone, reinforcing the serious nature of Baruch's prophetic task. Yet, 
amidst this somber declaration, God offers a glimmer of hope: the promise that Baruch’s life will be 
spared. This assurance, that his life will be like "a prey" signifies God's protective care even in the 
midst of judgment, providing Baruch with a sense of purpose and a reason to remain steadfast amid 
personal and national turmoil. Ultimately, it suggests that faithfulness to God’s call and ministry will be 
rewarded with protection and survival, anchoring Baruch's resolve as a servant to the divine will.

CHAPTER 46:

Jeremiah 46:1

“The word of the LORD which came to Jeremiah the prophet against the Gentiles.”
This verse serves as an introduction to the prophetic oracle that follows, establishing the context for the 
messages Jeremiah is about to deliver. The "word of the LORD" denotes divine communication, 
reflecting the seriousness and authority of the message that will unfold. The mention of "Gentiles" 
indicates that the focus is not solely on Israel, but includes surrounding nations, suggesting that God's 
sovereignty and judgment extend beyond His chosen people. This sets the stage for understanding 
God’s plan for all nations and highlights the universality of God's authority in the face of human 
actions and political affairs.

Jeremiah 46:2

“Against Egypt, against the army of Pharaohnecho king of Egypt, which was by the river 
Euphrates in Carchemish, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon smote in the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah.”
Here, Jeremiah specifically identifies Egypt and its king, Pharaohnecho, as the focal point of God's 
message. The reference to Pharaohnecho and the historical battle at Carchemish emphasizes the 
geopolitical tensions of the time, particularly the struggle between Babylon and Egypt. The mention of 
the "fourth year of Jehoiakim" anchors this prophetic utterance in a specific historical moment, 
reminding the audience of the impending doom faced by Egypt due to its alliance against Babylon. 



This provides context, illustrating how God's judgment operates within the historical events and 
decisions of nations, demonstrating divine control over the rise and fall of empires.

Jeremiah 46:3

“Order ye the buckler and shield, and draw near to battle.”
In this verse, the imagery of "buckler and shield" conveys a sense of urgency and preparation for battle. 
The exhortation to "draw near to battle" underscores the inevitability of conflict, highlighting the 
readiness of Egypt to engage militarily. This call to arms reflects the prevailing attitudes of war and 
strength during that time period, projecting a sense of false confidence in military prowess. It serves to 
illustrate Egyptian defiance against the prophecies of judgment that Jeremiah has communicated, 
framing the coming confrontation as both a literal and symbolic clash between human ambition and 
divine decree.

Jeremiah 46:4

“Harness the horses; and get up, ye horsemen, and stand forth with your helmets; furbish the 
spears and put on the brigandines.”
This verse continues the martial imagery, instructing the Egyptian forces on the preparations for battle. 
The imperative verbs—“harness,” “get up,” “stand forth”—imbue a sense of urgency and a call to 
action. The detailed mention of military equipment, such as "spears" and "brigandines," emphasizes the 
seriousness of the impending conflict. It evokes a vivid picture of an army mobilizing, reinforcing the 
theme of impending war. Nevertheless, this imagery also foreshadows the futility of their preparations 
against the determined will of God, suggesting that no amount of human preparation can alter divine 
outcomes.

Jeremiah 46:5

“Wherefore have I seen them dismayed and turned away back? And their mighty ones are beaten 
down, and are fled apace, and look not back: for fear was round about, saith the LORD.”
In stark contrast to the previous verses, this one reveals the actual state of the Egyptian forces, who are 
dismayed and retreating. The powerful imagery of "mighty ones beaten down" reflects not only 
physical defeat but also a spiritual disarray among the warriors. The question posed highlights the 
paradox of their battle readiness versus their immediate response in the face of fear. This verse serves 
as a powerful reminder that despite human valor and strength, there are situations where divine 
intervention leads to despair. The "fear" surrounding them illustrates how God can instill dread in those 
who oppose His will, serving as a warning to those who place their trust in military might rather than 
divine protection.

Jeremiah 46:6

“Let not the swift flee away, nor the mighty man escape; they shall stumble, and fall toward the 
north by the river Euphrates.”
This verse emphasizes the inevitability of judgment against Egypt, proclaiming that neither the "swift" 
nor the "mighty man" will escape the consequences of God's decree. The imagery of stumbling and 



falling portrays a complete breakdown of their strength and resolve. The reference to the river 
Euphrates denotes a geographical location significant in the narrative, creating a sense of finality to the 
battle and its aftermath. God's sovereignty is highlighted as He ensures that no one can evade the 
appointed judgment, reinforcing the message that human efforts are futile when standing against divine 
justice.

Jeremiah 46:7

“Who is this that cometh up as a flood, whose waters are moved as the rivers?”
This verse poses a rhetorical question that introduces a metaphorical image of overwhelming force. The 
"flood" suggests an unstoppable wave of judgment that is akin to a natural disaster, symbolizing the 
impending invasion by Babylon. The fluidity of "waters moved as the rivers" conveys both power and 
chaos, implying that God’s judgment will sweep through like a torrent, obliterating all in its path. This 
image captures the essence of divine retribution and serves to remind the audience that God's actions 
can be as swift and overwhelming as nature itself, consistent with biblical themes of divine power 
manifesting through uncontrollable forces.

Jeremiah 46:8

“Egypt riseth up like a flood, and his waters are moved like the rivers; and he saith, I will go up, 
and I will cover the earth; I will destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof.”
In this verse, Egypt's ambition and pride are vocalized through its metaphorical rise “like a flood,” 
demonstrating its intent to dominate. The self-assured proclamation of destruction indicates a great 
sense of hubris, as Egypt believes in its strength to conquer. However, this ambition clashes with the 
preceding verses that warn of their impending doom. This juxtaposition underlines a significant biblical 
theme: that divine plans contrary to human ambition will ultimately prevail. It serves as both a 
commentary on human arrogance and a prophetic warning of the consequences that come from being in 
opposition to divine will.

Jeremiah 46:9

“Come up, ye horses; and rage, ye chariots; and let the mighty men come forth; the Ethiopians 
and the Libyans, that handle the shield; and the Lydians, that handle and bend the bow.”
This verse calls upon various groups within the Egyptian military and allied forces, urging them to 
mobilize for combat. The mention of horses, chariots, and mighty men emphasizes the grandeur and 
might of Egypt’s military. The inclusion of "Ethiopians" and "Libyans" underlines the alliances Egypt 
had, indicating a united front against a common foe. The phrase "rage" connotes a frenzy of battle, 
painting a picture of a ferocious and confident force. However, this rallying cry serves a dual purpose
—while it portrays strength, it also highlights the impending futility of this united effort in the face of 
divine opposition, signaling the tragic irony of their confidence leading to inevitable defeat.

Jeremiah 46:10

“For this is the day of the Lord GOD of hosts, a day of vengeance, that he may avenge him of his 
adversaries: and the sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate and made drunk with their blood: 



for the Lord GOD of hosts hath a sacrifice in the north country by the river Euphrates.”
This verse explicitly frames the impending conflict as a day of divine reckoning, declaring it "the day 
of the Lord GOD of hosts." It indicates a specific purpose behind the calamity that is to befall Egypt—a 
day of vengeance where God’s justice will be served. The graphic imagery of swords that "devour" and 
become "drunk with their blood" evokes visceral feelings about the carnage that is to ensue, marking 
the judgment not merely as punishment, but as a profound sacrifice in God's cosmic order. The "north 
country" refers symbolically to Babylon, representing the instrument of divine wrath against Egypt. 
This revelation amplifies the centrality of God’s sovereignty in the affairs of nations.

Jeremiah 46:11

“Go up into Gilead, and take balm, O virgin, the daughter of Egypt: in vain shalt thou use many 
medicines; for thou shalt not be cured.”
In this verse, the metaphor of seeking balm in Gilead—a symbol of healing—speaks to the futility of 
trying to remedy the impending disaster. The characterization of Egypt as a "virgin" implies a certain 
purity or initial strength, yet the forthcoming demise reveals that such strength will not be effective in 
the face of God’s judgment. It emphasizes the critical theme that no external remedy or military 
strategy will succeed against the divine will. The line "in vain shalt thou use many medicines" 
foreshadows Egypt’s desperate attempts to heal itself following the injuries of war, but ultimately, there 
will be no recovery or escape from the consequences of their actions.

Jeremiah 46:12

“The nations have heard of thy shame, and thy cry hath filled the land: for the mighty man hath 
stumbled against the mighty, and they are fallen both together.”
This verse highlights the overwhelming disgrace that Egypt faces as it suffers defeat, suggesting that 
the news of their shame has spread beyond its borders. The phrase "thy cry hath filled the land" reflects 
the widespread consequences of the battle—not only is it a national tragedy for Egypt, but it 
reverberates throughout the nations. The imagery of the "mighty man" stumbling implies a stark 
revelation that human strength is vulnerable. The downfall "both together" signifies the fatal 
consequences of pride and might, indicating that those who oppose divine judgment share in the same 
fate. This serves both as a warning and an observation of the ultimate futility of human arrogance.

Jeremiah 46:13

“The word that the LORD spake to Jeremiah the prophet, how Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
should come and smite the land of Egypt.”
In this verse, the narrative circle completes as it reiterates the prophetic word concerning Egypt’s fate. 
The explicit mention of Nebuchadnezzar reinforces the central role of Babylon as the agent of divine 
judgment against Egypt. The phrase "come and smite the land of Egypt" succinctly encapsulates the 
impending disaster. This serves to remind the people that their current struggles and the prophecy are 
not arbitrary, but rather rooted in God's foreknowledge and planning. It emphasizes the importance of 
heeding prophetic warnings—God uses His prophets to declare His intentions and ensure that all are 
made aware of the fate that awaits those who oppose Him.



Jeremiah 46:14

“Declare ye in Egypt, and publish in Migdol, and publish in Noph and in Tahpanhes: say ye, 
Stand fast, and prepare thee; for the sword shall devour round about thee.”
Jeremiah is commanded to convey a message of warning throughout Egypt and its key cities—Migdol, 
Noph, and Tahpanhes. This serves to stress the importance of making the impending danger known to 
all, as there is no escaping the message of judgment. The exhortation to "Stand fast, and prepare thee" 
is striking, as it emphasizes the futility of their resistance given the certainty of their fate. The emphasis 
on preparation suggests that, while they may attempt to brace themselves for battle, the outcome is 
already secured—it is inevitable. The repetition of "the sword shall devour round about thee" signifies 
that no place will be safe; this comprehensive prophetic declaration underscores the totality of God’s 
judgment.

Jeremiah 46:15

“Why are thy valiant men swept away? They stood not, because the LORD did drive them.”
This verse questions the fate of Egypt's valiant men, who have been "swept away" in the conflict, 
highlighting the pointlessness of their valor when faced with divine intent. The rhetorical question 
exposes the helplessness of human strength against God's will, illustrating that even the strongest 
warriors could not withstand His authority. The assertion that "the LORD did drive them" 
acknowledges explicitly that it was God who caused their defeat, reinforcing the message that divine 
action supersedes any human effort. This verse serves to remind the audience of the consequences of 
opposing God—regardless of military prowess, they would find themselves powerless in the face of 
God's judgment.

Jeremiah 46:16

“He made many to fall, yea, one fell upon another: and they said, Arise, and let us go again to our 
own people and to the land of our nativity from the oppressing sword.”
This verse conveys the chaos and devastation that characterizes the battlefield; many soldiers are 
falling, and the imagery of "one fell upon another" depicts a scene of utter disarray. The desperation in 
their cry to return to their homeland signifies a collective realization of impending defeat. The 
reference to “the oppressing sword” encapsulates their acknowledgment of the threat posed by 
Babylon, as well as their inability to assert their dominance or control over their circumstances. This 
moment reveals a crumbling national identity and reflects the futility of their aspirations against the 
omnipotent will of God, accentuating the humbling lesson of divine judgment.

Jeremiah 46:17

“They did cry there, Pharaoh king of Egypt is but a noise; he hath passed the time appointed.”
In this verse, the people’s lament segues into a poignant reflection on the leadership of Pharaoh. 
Describing him as "but a noise" signifies the impotence of his authority and the emptiness of his 
proclamations in light of the surrounding chaos. The statement that "he hath passed the time appointed" 
alludes to the notion that Pharaoh's reign has reached its climactic downfall; the time of reckoning has 
come, and his failure to protect his people has been laid bare. This profound critique of leadership 



addresses the broader theme of accountability, suggesting that earthly rulers are often powerless to live 
up to the weight of divine judgment, serving as a warning to all leaders who disregard God’s 
sovereignty.

Jeremiah 46:18

“As I live, saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts, Surely as Tabor is among the 
mountains, and as Carmel by the sea, so shall he come.”
This verse affirms the certainty of God’s declaration through the emphatic proclamation, "As I live." 
The invocation of divine authority as "the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts" establishes a stark 
contrast between God's eternal existence and the transient nature of earthly rulers. The references to 
"Tabor" and "Carmel" evoke strong geographical imagery, symbolizing steadfastness and prominence. 
This comparison serves as a reassurance that just as these well-known mountains stand firm and 
unchanging, so too will God act decisively. The verse paints a picture of divine presence and assurance, 
reinforcing the idea that His plans will be fulfilled in the face of all opposition, offering hope to those 
who trust in the Lord.

Jeremiah 46:19

“O daughter that dost inhabit Egypt, furnish thyself to go into captivity: for Noph shall be waste 
and desolate, without an inhabitant.”
This verse articulates a somber appeal to the inhabitants of Egypt, urging them to prepare for captivity. 
The phrase "furnish thyself" evokes imagery of being ready to leave one’s homeland, indicating total 
upheaval and loss. The specific mention of Noph—a prominent city in Egypt—highlights the extent of 
destruction forecasted; it will become "waste and desolate," symbolizing not just physical ruin but 
cultural and spiritual desolation as well. This verse embodies warning and lamentation, painting a 
picture of a nation that will face judgment and be stripped of its pride and strength. The prospect of 
captivity is a grim reminder of the consequences of forsaking God’s commands and serves as a stark 
warning to all nations.

Jeremiah 46:20

“Egypt is like a very fair heifer, but destruction cometh; it is out of the north.”
Here, Egypt is metaphorically portrayed as a "very fair heifer," symbolizing beauty, strength, and 
potential abundance. However, the juxtaposition with the impending "destruction" serves to highlight 
the fragility of this façade. The phrase "it is out of the north" foreshadows Babylon as the source of 
looming destruction, reinforcing that danger is not just an abstract concept but a tangible threat. This 
stark contrast invites reflection on the transient nature of earthly pride, illuminating the perennial 
biblical theme that human strength is ultimately vulnerable to divine intervention. The image serves as 
both a warning and an indictment of complacency, suggesting that reliance on outward beauty and 
strength can lead to a sobering reality of devastation.



Jeremiah 46:21

“Also her hired men are in the midst of her like fatted bullocks; for they also are turned back, 
and are fled away together: they did not stand, because the day of their calamity was come upon 
them.”
This verse continues the use of animal imagery to depict the soldiers of Egypt, comparing them to 
"fatted bullocks," indicating their readiness for destruction rather than battle. The notion that they "are 
turned back" signals a profound realization of their impending doom, highlighting their cowardice and 
inability to face the oncoming threat. The repetition of themes surrounding fear and disruption 
emphasizes the overarching divine judgment that has come upon them. The reality that they "did not 
stand" illustrates a complete breakdown in their military resolve, underscoring that the day of calamity 
is not a mere possibility but a foregone conclusion. It starkly reveals the consequences of misplaced 
trust and reliance on human strength over divine command.

Jeremiah 46:22

“The voice thereof shall go like a serpent; for they shall march with an army, and come against 
her with axes, as hewers of wood.”
In this verse, the imagery of a serpent introduces a sense of stealth and danger, reflecting the 
Babylonian army's approach and intent. This suggests an ominous presence, indicating that their 
method of attack may be both cunning and precise. The comparison of the army to "hewers of wood" 
conjures a vision of systematic destruction, as if they are chopping down a forest without mercy. This 
evokes a grim picture of inevitable devastation, underlining the unrelenting nature of the invading 
force. It reinforces the prophetic warning that the Lord has orchestrated these events, serving as a 
chilling reminder of the consequences of rebellion against divine authority. The motifs of noise and 
destruction culminate in a sober acknowledgment of the imminent demise of Egyptian strength.

Jeremiah 46:23

“They shall cut down her forest, saith the LORD, though it cannot be searched; because they are 
more than the grasshoppers, and are innumerable.”
This verse employs the metaphor of cutting down a forest to represent the overwhelming might of the 
Babylonian forces. The phrase "though it cannot be searched" suggests the vastness and complexity of 
the Egyptian military might, but it ultimately reinforces their vulnerability. The description of the 
invading forces as "more than the grasshoppers" emphasizes their numerical superiority and their 
capacity for destruction, echoing the theme of inevitable defeat. This verse intensifies the imagery of 
judgment, revealing how all human defenses and alliances can be swiftly dismantled by divine decree. 
The motif of innumerable foes serves as a cautionary reminder of the limits of man’s ability to contend 
with the divine purpose.

Jeremiah 46:24

“The daughter of Egypt shall be confounded; she shall be delivered into the hand of the people of 
the north.”
In this stark proclamation, Egypt is described as “confounded," reflecting a state of bewilderment and 



shame following her impending defeat. The certainty of "delivered into the hand" carries weight, 
denoting a complete loss of autonomy and power as Babylon will decisively conquer Egypt. This 
serves as a sobering conclusion to the preceding verses, emphasizing God’s judgment as ultimate and 
unavoidable. It illustrates the trajectory of nations that defy divine authority, reinforcing a timeless 
principle that pride comes before a fall. The reference to “the people of the north” casts an ominous 
shadow over Egypt, echoing the prophetic warnings of doom and culminating in a powerful reminder 
of the consequences of turning away from God.

Jeremiah 46:25

“The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saith; Behold, I will punish the multitude of No, and 
Pharaoh, and Egypt, with their gods, and their kings; even Pharaoh, and all them that trust in 
him.”
This verse presents a definitive declaration of divine judgment against Egypt, specifically targeting "the 
multitude of No"—a reference to the Egyptian city of Thebes, known for its grandeur and idolatry. The 
repetition of Pharaoh's name emphasizes his central role as a symbol of Egyptian power and false 
humility before God. The line encapsulates a comprehensive judgment not only on the pharaohs and 
kings but also on the false gods in whom they placed their trust. This highlights the futility of idolatry 
and reliance on political security rather than divine faith. The grave warning serves as a reminder that 
God's sovereignty encompasses nations, leaders, and even beliefs, and the consequences of turning 
away from Him are dire.

Jeremiah 46:26

“And I will deliver them into the hand of those that seek their lives, and into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of his servants: and afterward it shall be 
inhabited, as in the days of old, saith the LORD.”
In this verse, the certainty of God’s judgment is elaborated upon as Egypt will be "delivered into the 
hand of those that seek their lives." This indicates a complete subjugation to the Babylonian forces, 
with Nebuchadnezzar as the primary agent of God's wrath. The promise of eventual habitation "as in 
the days of old" suggests a future restoration post-judgment, indicating that while punishment is 
necessary, God’s plans can still foster renewal. This maintains a balanced theological perspective: while 
God judges sin and rebellion, He also provides hope for restoration and rebuilding. The proclamation 
underscores God's control over historical events and the promise that even after calamity, there remains 
the possibility of rebirth.

Jeremiah 46:27

“But fear not thou, O my servant Jacob, and be not dismayed, O Israel: for, behold, I will save 
thee from afar off, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and be in 
rest and at ease, and none shall make him afraid.”
This verse transitions dramatically into a message of hope for the people of Israel, distinguishing 
between the impending doom of Egypt and God's safeguarding of His faithful remnant. The admonition 
to "fear not" and "be not dismayed" emphasizes God’s protective promise toward Jacob and Israel 
despite the turmoil surrounding them. The assurance that He will "save thee from afar off" reflects 



God’s faithfulness and active engagement in the future of His people, even as they face exile and 
oppression. The promise of “rest and at ease” signifies peace and security, a stark contrast to the 
judgment experienced by Egypt. This verse encapsulates God's commitment to His people, providing 
an unforgettable truth about His unwavering love and the hopeful restoration that follows judgment.

Jeremiah 46:28

“Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith the LORD; for I am with thee: for I will make a full 
end of all the nations whither I have driven thee: but I will not make a full end of thee, but 
correct thee in measure; yet will I not leave thee wholly unpunished.”
This final verse reaffirms God's unwavering presence and commitment to Israel. The repetition of "Fear 
thou not" reinforces the central theme of comfort that permeates this chapter for God's people. The 
acknowledgment that He will "make a full end of all the nations" emphasizes divine justice, ensuring 
that oppressors face the consequences of their actions. However, the contrasting promise that He will 
not make a full end of Jacob highlights God's grace and mercy; while He will discipline them, it will 
not lead to their complete destruction. The phrase "correct thee in measure" beautifully illustrates God's 
balanced and corrective approach to discipline—signifying that God is not only just but also 
compassionate. This profound conclusion encapsulates the essence of the relationship between 
humanity and the divine; a God who is just and merciful, determined to lead His people toward 
righteousness and restoration. 

CHAPTER 47:

Jeremiah 47:1

"The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet against the Philistines, before that Pharaoh 
smote Gaza."

In this opening verse of Jeremiah 47, the prophet Jeremiah introduces a prophetic oracle directed 
specifically at the Philistines, a long-time adversarial neighbor of Israel. The verse highlights that this 
message from the Lord came before Pharaoh's military actions against Gaza, one of the principal cities 
of the Philistines. This historical context sets the stage for understanding the impending judgment 
against the Philistines as a consequence of their rebellion and hostility towards God's people. The 
mention of Pharaoh implies the geopolitical tensions of the time, showcasing the Philistines as caught 
in a perilous situation, faced with external and divine threats.

Jeremiah 47:2

"Thus saith the LORD; Behold, waters rise up out of the north, and shall be an overflowing flood, and 
shall overflow the land, and all that is therein; the city, and them that dwell therein: then the men shall 
cry, and all the inhabitants of the land shall howl."

In this verse, God uses the imagery of rising waters from the north to symbolize the impending 
invasion that will devastate the land of the Philistines. The overflowing flood represents not just a 
literal invasion but also the uncontrollable force of God's judgment against them. This deluge will 
sweep through cities, harming both the land and its inhabitants, causing widespread fear and despair. 



The cries and howls of the people indicate the intense suffering and hopelessness that will accompany 
this calamity, emphasizing the severity of the judgment. The North is often associated with adversaries 
in scriptural context, suggesting that an army will soon come down to execute God's decree, solidifying 
the notion of divine retribution against the Philistines.

Jeremiah 47:3

"At the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of his strong ones, at the rushing of his chariots, and at the 
rumbling of their wheels, the fathers shall not look back to their children for feebleness of hands;"

Here, the imagery shifts to the sounds of warfare that will engulf the Philistines, with the clattering of 
hoofs and chariots illustrating the approach of a formidable army. This noise serves as a stark warning 
and represents the chaos and destruction that will ensue. The verse poignantly captures the despair of 
fathers who will be too overwhelmed by fear and distress to even look back at their children, signaling 
a complete breakdown of familial responsibility and care amidst the terror. This evokes a vivid picture 
of a society unraveling under the weight of impending doom, as parental instincts give way to 
instinctual survival in the face of overwhelming danger.

Jeremiah 47:4

"Because of the day that cometh to spoil all the Philistines, and to cut off from Tyrus and Zidon every 
helper that remaineth: for the LORD will spoil the Philistines, the remnant of the country of Caphtor."

In this verse, the Lord proclaims a day of devastation specifically for the Philistines. This oncoming 
destruction is foretold to impact not just them but also their allies, specifically mentioning Tyre and 
Zidon, two powerful Phoenician cities known for their economic prowess and military alliances. The 
cutting off of these "helpers" suggests an utter isolation of the Philistines during their time of crisis, 
intensifying their vulnerability. By invoking the remnant of the land of Caphtor—a reference to Crete, 
often linked with the Philistines—God emphasizes that there will be no refuge or escape remaining for 
them. The message underscores divine sovereignty and the certainty of judgment against those who 
oppose God's will and His people, affirming that no earthly power can withstand the purposes of the 
Almighty.

Jeremiah 47:5

"Baldness is come upon Gaza; Ashkelon is cut off with the remnant of their valley: how long wilt thou 
cut thyself?"

This verse vividly conveys the profound mourning and devastation that will befall Gaza and Ashkelon, 
two significant cities within the Philistine territory. The reference to baldness symbolizes deep sorrow, 
possibly alluding to traditional expressions of grief, as people would shave their heads in mourning. 
The phrase "cut off" suggests a total decimation of these cities' populations and infrastructures, leaving 
them desolate. As the remnants struggle to comprehend their hopelessness, the question posed directly 
challenges them to reflect on the futility of their despair and the self-inflicted wounds of their actions 
against God. It serves as an indictment of their practices and pagan rituals, calling for introspection 
amid their impending ruin.



Jeremiah 47:6

"O thou sword of the LORD, how long will it be ere thou be quiet? put up thyself into thy scabbard, 
rest, and be still?"

In this plea, the speaker (often interpreted as the prophet himself or perhaps a lamenting figure) 
personifies the sword of the Lord as an agent of divine judgment. This verse portrays a spirit of 
desperation and longing for relief from the relentless onslaught of destruction. The imagery of the 
sword being sheathed evokes thoughts of cessation of violence and the restoration of peace. The direct 
address suggests an awareness that the violence is permitted by God, reflecting the agony of witnessing 
relentless judgment. The rhetorical question underscores the urgency of the moment, portraying a deep 
desire for God’s mercy and a halt to the punitive measures being taken against the Philistines, 
indicating a recognition of the painful process that lies before them.

Jeremiah 47:7

"How can it be quiet, seeing the LORD hath given it a charge against Ashkelon and against the 
seashore? There hath he appointed it."

In this concluding verse, the speaker responds to the earlier lament with the recognition that the sword 
cannot be silenced because it has a divine mandate. This proclamation emphasizes the inescapable fate 
of Ashkelon and the regions adjoining the sea; they cannot escape the judgment that God has set in 
motion. The phrase "the LORD hath given it a charge" reaffirms God's sovereignty over nations and 
events, illustrating that the destruction is not random but rather part of His divine plan. The mention of 
the seashore emphasizes the geographical significance of these cities, which have been known not just 
for their trade routes but as bastions of Philistine power. Here, the prophet highlights the inevitability of 
judgment as a natural outcome of the Philistines' actions against God's purposes, imposing a sense of 
finality to the oracle presented.

CHAPTER 48:

Jeremiah 48:1

"Against Moab thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Woe unto Nebo! for it is spoiled: 
Kiriathaim is confounded and taken:Misgab is confounded and dismayed."

In this opening verse of Jeremiah chapter 48, the Lord, speaking through the prophet Jeremiah, declares 
a prophetic lament against Moab, a nation located east of the Dead Sea that often stood as an adversary 
to Israel. The particular mention of Nebo, Kiriathaim, and Misgab highlights the significant cities and 
locations in Moab that are to face destruction and disgrace. The use of the term "woe" indicates 
impending judgment—a sense of sorrow and calamity that underscores the seriousness of the message. 
The cities being "spoiled" points to a loss of vitality and strength, speaking to their imminent 
desolation. This foreboding situation implies not only military defeat but also a spiritual dimension of 
shame and confusion prevailing in Moab as they experience divine retribution.



Jeremiah 48:2

"There shall be no more praise of Moab: in Heshbon they have devised evil against it; come, and 
let us cut it off from being a nation."

This verse marks a turn from individual lamentation to a collective judgment against Moab, articulating 
that the nation will lose its status and reputation as a recognized entity. The phrase "no more praise of 
Moab" suggests that the once-noble standing of Moab among nations will turn to disgrace. The 
reference to "Heshbon" indicates that this city, known as a historic stronghold, has now become a focal 
point of conspiracy against Moab. The deliberate plotting of evil against Moab signifies a tightening 
grip of judgment and downfall, suggesting that not only will Moab be diminished militarily, but its very 
identity as a people would be under threat as foes conspire to "cut it off from being a nation." This 
reflects the severity of the divine judgment that has fallen on Moab due to its actions against Israel and 
its persistent idolatry.

Jeremiah 48:3

"The voice of crying shall be from Horonaim, spoiling and great destruction."

In this verse, the imagery shifts to the impact of Moab's impending destruction, signaling a time of 
mourning and despair. "The voice of crying" evokes sounds of lamentation that will echo through the 
land, particularly from Horonaim, a city that symbolizes the heart of Moab. The term "spoiling" 
connects back to the earlier verses, reinforcing the idea that Moab is undergoing a profound loss. This 
sense of devastation is not merely physical but encapsulates the emotional and spiritual trauma that the 
inhabitants will endure. "Great destruction" underscores the totality of the calamity; it is a 
comprehensive ruin that affects every aspect of life in Moab, rendering the land a desolate shadow of 
its former self. The verse paints a grim picture of the societal disarray that results when nations defy 
divine order.

Jeremiah 48:4

"Moab is destroyed; her little ones have caused a cry to be heard."

Here, the finality of Moab's ruin is declared: "Moab is destroyed." This strong assertion reflects the 
inevitable judgment that has come upon this nation. The mention of "little ones" evokes a poignant 
image of innocence caught in the throes of war and devastation; even the most vulnerable bear the 
tragic consequences of the nation's sins. Their cries, which reach the heavens, reveal a sense of 
widespread sorrow that transcends generations. The collective suffering of these children serves as a 
stark reminder of the high costs of national sins and rebellion against God. It brings to light the theme 
of justice where innocent lives are tragically affected in the turmoil that ensues from failure to heed 
warning and repent.

Jeremiah 48:5

"For in the going up of Luhith continual weeping shall go up; for in the going down of Horonaim 
the enemies have heard a cry of destruction."



This verse captures the pervasive sorrow that envelops the region, particularly highlighting the areas of 
Luhith and Horonaim. The mention of "going up" and "going down" conveys the various routes and 
locations from which lamentations rise, suggesting that mourning will be a constant backdrop in the 
lives of Moab's inhabitants. "Continual weeping" indicates that grief will be unceasing, transforming 
the land into a valley of tears. The phrase "enemies have heard a cry of destruction" reflects how the 
plight of Moab has not only impacted its own people but also served as a testimony to neighboring 
nations—those who would rejoice over Moab's fall. This illustrates the broader implications of Moab's 
demise in the geopolitical landscape of the time, indicating that weakness invites scrutiny and 
opportunistic aggression from surrounding enemies.

Jeremiah 48:6

"Flee, save your lives, and be like the heath in the wilderness."

Here, the prophet provides a stark imperative to the residents of Moab: they are instructed to flee for 
their lives. This urgent call underscores the immediacy of danger and the necessity for survival in the 
face of impending doom. The metaphor "be like the heath in the wilderness" evokes imagery of 
adaptability and resilience, as the heath is a shrub that thrives in barren environments. This comparison 
suggests that in their flight, the Moabites should embrace a life of hardship and scarcity rather than 
cling to the ruins of their homeland. It symbolizes a moment of reckoning, urging the people to 
abandon their erstwhile comforts and seek refuge in the wild, where they might find a fleeting chance 
of safety. The use of this imagery also serves to reflect the spiritual condition of Moab, as their 
previous pride and prosperity are now replaced by a stark reality of desolation.

Jeremiah 48:7

"For because thou hast trusted in thy works and in thy treasures, thou shalt also be taken: and 
Chemosh shall go forth into captivity with his priests and his princes together."

In this verse, the Lord articulates the reason for Moab's judgment: their misplaced trust in their own 
efforts, wealth, and in the false god Chemosh. This trust in human achievements and material 
possessions is ultimately futile, leading to their downfall. The use of the word "taken" denotes an active 
removal or conquest, suggesting that their enemies will directly assault them as a result of their 
arrogance. The reference to Chemosh, the national deity of the Moabites, highlights a dual aspect of 
failure—both in their reliance on false gods and in their rejection of the one true God. The imagery of 
Chemosh going into captivity with his priests and princes conveys the humiliation of their religion as it 
is shown to be powerless. This realization serves as both a judgment against Moab's idolatry and a clear 
message that divine authority will prevail over false hopes.

Jeremiah 48:8

"And the spoiler shall come upon every city, and no city shall escape: and the valley also shall 
perish, and the plain shall be destroyed, as the LORD hath spoken."

This verse emphasizes the comprehensive nature of Moab's impending destruction. The use of "the 
spoiler" indicates an invading force that is relentless and thorough, leaving no refuge for the 



inhabitants. The stark declaration that "no city shall escape" reinforces the idea of total devastation, 
portraying a sense of utter hopelessness. The mention of both "the valley" and "the plain" illustrates the 
geographical extent of the calamity, suggesting that not only urban centers but also rural areas are 
subject to destruction. This prophetic pronouncement connects to the sovereignty of God—the phrase 
"as the LORD hath spoken" serves as a reminder of the divine authority guiding these events. It urges 
consideration of Moab's collective sins while underscoring the inevitable consequences they face as a 
nation.

Jeremiah 48:9

"Give wings unto Moab, that it may flee and get away: for the cities thereof shall be desolate, 
without any to dwell therein."

In this poignant verse, the call for Moab to "give wings" symbolizes a desperate plea for escape from 
judgment and calamity. The imagery conjures the idea of flight, yearning for the ability to rapidly leave 
behind the impending destruction. This metaphor highlights the futility of Moab's situation—no matter 
how much they might wish to flee, the overwhelming force of judgment is inescapable. The fate of 
their cities, described as "desolate," reinforces the tragedy of abandonment that will permeate the land. 
The starkness of "without any to dwell therein" emphasizes that the once-thriving cities will become 
ghost towns, echoing the sorrow of a people whose legacy has been shattered. The call for wings is 
both a prayer for deliverance and an acknowledgment of the reality that their sin has led them to this 
dire state.

Jeremiah 48:10

"Cursed be he that doeth the work of the LORD deceitfully, and cursed be he that keepeth back 
his sword from blood."

This verse acts as a weighty pronouncement concerning those who would take on the role of servants to 
God insincerely or half-heartedly. The phrase "cursed be he" signals divine disfavor toward those who 
engage in the ministry or work of the Lord with deceit, suggesting that such actions merit judgment. 
This serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of genuine commitment and integrity in one's 
relationship with God. The latter part of the verse points to the necessity of action—especially in the 
context of judgment—suggesting that failure to engage in righteous actions (symbolized by "keepeth 
back his sword from blood") is equally condemned. It portrays the duty to uphold justice against 
wrongdoers. Together, this verse encapsulates the theme of accountability and the expectation of 
faithful service to God's will, especially in carrying out divine judgment.

Jeremiah 48:11

"Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and he hath settled on his lees, and hath not been 
emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity: therefore his taste remained in 
him, and his scent is not changed."

In this reflective verse, the prophet describes Moab in terms of complacency and a false sense of 
security. The metaphor of being "at ease from his youth" paints a picture of a nation that has not faced 



significant trials or adversity, leading to a lack of growth and awareness of vulnerability. The imagery 
of settling "on his lees" refers to wine that has not been properly refined and, as such, has become 
stagnant, with its unwanted residues still present. This conveys a message of deterioration, as the nation 
has neither been refined through experience nor has it recognized the consequences of its actions. Their 
lack of captivity suggests that Moab has not faced the humbling experiences that often come through 
discipline, leading to spiritual and moral decay. The phrases "his taste remained in him, and his scent is 
not changed" imply a persistent identity steeped in sin, suggesting that without divine intervention, the 
nation has neither recognized its flaws nor made efforts toward repentance.

Jeremiah 48:12

"Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will send unto him wanderers, that 
shall cause him to wander, and shall empty his vessels, and break their bottles."

This verse marks a severe turning point, highlighting the impending consequences for Moab's 
complacency. The phrase "the days come" signals that a time of reckoning is at hand, with the Lord 
declaring His intentions directly. The "wanderers" who are sent signify that external forces will invade 
Moab, creating chaos and disarray. The promise to "empty his vessels" serves as a metaphor for the 
stripping away of Moab's resources and desires, rendering them incapable of sustaining their former 
life. "Break their bottles" evokes a vivid image of destruction, indicating profound loss. This foretells a 
complete dismantling of their security—physical, emotional, and spiritual. Collectively, these actions 
reflect the divine discipline necessary for a nation that has drifted away from its foundational truths and 
righteousness.

Jeremiah 48:13

"And Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh, as the house of Israel was ashamed of Bethel their 
confidence."

In this powerful revelation, the prophet contrasts Moab with Israel by highlighting the inevitable shame 
associated with idolatry. The phrase "ashamed of Chemosh" signifies that the false god, once a source 
of national pride, will ultimately betray and abandon those who trust in him. This public humiliation 
reflects a disillusionment that will cause Moab to confront the emptiness of its devotion to a false deity. 
The reference to Israel’s shame regarding "Bethel their confidence" serves as an historical parallel, 
drawing a line between the misplacing of faith in the wrong gods and the subsequent consequences 
faced by both nations. This connection underscores a shared human tendency to seek false securities, 
leading to national and spiritual downfall. The verse serves as both a warning and an admonition for the 
nations, urging a return to true worship and dependence on the one true God.

Jeremiah 48:14

"How say ye, We are mighty and strong men for the war?"

With a rhetorical question, this verse exposes the foolishness of Moab’s confidence and pride in 
military might. It stands as a powerful indictment against the complacency and self-delusion that have 
taken root within the nation. The phrase "We are mighty and strong men for the war" indicates that 



Moab has inflated its sense of security, deluding itself into believing that its strength and capabilities 
are sufficient to withstand any threat. This misplaced confidence contrasts sharply with the serious 
situation foretold in the preceding verses. By raising this question, Jeremiah emphasizes that their 
strength is hollow, rooted in arrogance rather than in a genuine dependence on God. This reflection 
illustrates a broader theme present throughout the chapter—where reliance on human power rather than 
divine support ultimately leads to downfall.

Jeremiah 48:15

"The spoiler shall come upon every city, and no city shall escape: the valley also shall perish, and 
the plain shall be destroyed, as the LORD hath spoken."

Reiterating a theme introduced earlier in the chapter, this verse underscores the totality of destruction 
awaiting Moab. The recurring mention of "the spoiler" imparts a sense of inevitability regarding 
invading forces, emphasizing that no city will be able to withstand the onslaught. The reference to 
valleys and plains signifies that every corner of Moab, both urban and rural, will be subject to 
devastation. This prophetic assurance highlights God's sovereignty in bringing judgment—a climactic 
fulfillment of the warnings delivered through the prophet. The repetition of phrases like "no city shall 
escape" amplifies the urgency and severity of Moab's plight, illustrating the comprehensive nature of 
their impending collapse, wherein they are stripped of their identity as a nation due to their rebellion 
against God.

Jeremiah 48:16

"The calamity of Moab is near to come, and his affliction hasteth fast."

This verse encapsulates the urgency and immediacy of Moab's predicament. The phrase "calamity of 
Moab is near to come" serves as a foreboding declaration, indicating that judgment is not just on the 
horizon—it's imminent. The use of "affliction hasteth fast" adds to the sense of urgency, suggesting that 
the nation is on a collision course with disaster. This rapidly approaching calamity evokes a sense of 
dread, highlighting the necessity of repentance and a turning back to righteousness. The disclaimer 
serves as a solemn reminder of God's patience and longsuffering but emphasizes that there comes a 
time when accountability must be faced. The language used demonstrates how quickly circumstances 
can change, urging an awareness of divine judgment upon those who have strayed from the paths laid 
before them.

Jeremiah 48:17

"All ye that are about him, bemoan him; and all ye that know his name, say, How is the strong 
staff broken, and the beautiful rod!"

In this verse, the prophet calls for collective mourning over Moab's fate, indicating that the 
consequences of sin reverberate beyond the individual to affect surrounding nations and allies. The 
phrase "bemoan him" invites those in proximity to acknowledge the tragedy of Moab’s destruction. The 
rhetorical question "How is the strong staff broken, and the beautiful rod!" serves as a reflection of 
Moab's former strength and beauty—elements that have characterized their pride and confidence. The 



"staff" and "rod" symbolize authority and protection, suggesting that the downfall of Moab represents a 
broader collapse of order and status. This call to mourn speaks to the shattered dreams and expectations 
that accompany the loss of a once-mighty nation. Additionally, it serves as a reminder that God’s 
judgment can have far-reaching implications, emphasizing the seriousness of turning away from Him.

Jeremiah 48:18

"Thou daughter that dost inhabit Dibon, come down from thy glory, and sit in thirst; for the 
spoiler of Moab shall come upon thee, and he shall destroy thy strongholds."

This verse acts as a direct address to the inhabitants of Dibon, one of Moab's prominent cities, 
imploring them to abandon their pride as they face imminent disaster. The call to "come down from thy 
glory" highlights the collapse of what once represented Moab's status and power, urging an 
acknowledgment of their dire circumstances. The phrase "sit in thirst" symbolizes the loss of resources 
and security—they will be left wanting and unfulfilled in the face of destruction. The prediction that 
"the spoiler of Moab shall come upon thee" reinforces the comprehensive nature of judgment that does 
not respect borders within the nation. Dibon’s strongholds, which represent their defenses and security, 
will be dismantled, emphasizing the totality of calamity that will envelop Moab's cities. This call 
reflects the sobering truth that pride often precedes an unexpected fall, hinting at the need for humility 
in difficult times.

Jeremiah 48:19

"O inhabitant of Aroer, stand by the way, and espy; ask him that fleeth, and her that escapeth, 
and say, What is done?"

In this verse, the prophet Jeremiah addresses the inhabitants of Aroer, encouraging them to take on a 
watchman role as the calamity unfolds. The command to "stand by the way" calls for vigilance and 
awareness regarding those who attempt to flee the impending disaster. It is an invitation to seek out 
survivors—those who may have managed to escape the judgment—and inquire about the extent of 
Moab’s destruction. The act of asking "What is done?" signifies a need for information and 
understanding of the situation, underscoring the chaos that has befallen their land. This imagery points 
to a community grappling with the reality of loss as they witness the consequences of divine judgment. 
The emphasis on gathering knowledge amidst disaster highlights the communal aspect of mourning and 
the necessity of acknowledging the painful realities of their fate.

Jeremiah 48:20

"Moab is confounded; for it is broken down: howl and cry; tell ye it in Arnon, that Moab is 
spoiled."

This verse summarizes the overwhelming despair that has echoed through Moab. The term 
"confounded" indicates a deep sense of shock and bewilderment, while "broken down" underscores the 
total defeat of the nation. The call to "howl and cry" reflects a communal lamentation that must rise in 
response to their bleak situation. These expressions of mourning are not just personal but are universal 
cries that express the collective grief of the people. The instruction to "tell ye it in Arnon" suggests a 



need for widespread acknowledgment of the tragedy and its effects on the entire region. It serves as a 
reminder that the reality of their ruin should not be hidden or ignored. The verse encapsulates the 
devastating consequences of turning away from God, illustrating both the immediate emotional toll felt 
by the nation and the broader implications of their disobedience.

Jeremiah 48:21

"And judgment is come upon the plain country; upon Holon, and upon Jahazah, and upon 
Mephaath."

In this verse, the focus of judgment shifts to specific locations within Moab, namely Holon, Jahazah, 
and Mephaath. The phrase "judgment is come upon the plain country" indicates that the devastation 
will not be limited to one region but encompasses the entirety of Moab’s lowlands and agricultural 
areas. This broader scope of judgment serves as a demonstration of divine authority being manifest 
across the whole nation. The naming of specific towns emphasizes that the impact of judgment is 
tangible and will be felt in both urban and rural areas alike. Each place mentioned represents the 
geographical spread of disaster, portraying a nation that cannot escape the consequences of their 
actions. This serves as a sobering reminder of the seriousness with which God regards disobedience, 
echoing the message that all aspects of life are under His sovereignty.

Jeremiah 48:22

"And upon Dibon, and upon Nebo, and upon Beth-diblathaim."

This verse further elaborates on the locations that will face divine judgment, continuing the list of cities 
affected by God's decree. The mention of Dibon, Nebo, and Beth-diblathaim, all significant centers of 
Moabite culture and worship, underscores that no place will be exempt from the consequences of their 
rebellion against God. Each of these cities has its historical and cultural importance, particularly in 
their worship of Chemosh, the national god of Moab. The repetitive format serves to emphasize the 
breadth of judgment, signifying a comprehensive and unavoidable destruction that touches the very 
core of Moab's identity. It further illustrates the message that individuals and nations are held 
accountable for their actions and allegiances, warning that reliance on false gods will ultimately lead to 
ruin.

Jeremiah 48:23

"And upon Kirjathaim, and upon Beth-jeshimoth, and upon Baalmeon."

Continuing from the previous verses, this passage lists yet more cities—Kirjathaim, Beth-jeshimoth, 
and Baalmeon—further emphasizing the full extent of God's judgment upon Moab. The specific 
mentioning of these locations reveals that judgment encompasses all facets of Moabite life, as these 
cities were not only residential hubs but also centers for worship and cultural identity. The redundancy 
in naming each place reinforces the idea that the calamity will be widespread and inescapable, leaving 
no stone unturned in the nation’s domain. This act of listing these cities serves as a reminder to the 
readers of the ultimate consequences of national sin and disobedience. The overarching theme here is 



one of inevitable reckoning for choices that turn away from God, revealing the unfaltering nature of 
divine justice.

Jeremiah 48:24

"And upon Kerioth, and upon Bozrah, and upon all the cities of the land of Moab, far and near."

In this pivotal verse, the passage reaches a climactic point as it names Kerioth and Bozrah, key cities 
within Moab, while extending the judgment to "all the cities of the land of Moab, far and near." This 
comprehensive declaration signifies that the impending destruction will not be localized but will affect 
every corner of Moab—ubiquitously demolishing its national identity. This affirmation of judgment 
reinforces the prophetic warning that the kleptocracy of sin has reached a threshold that incurs divine 
wrath. The phrase "far and near" reflects the inclusive nature of God's judgment, erasing the illusion of 
safety that may have been assumed based on geographic location. The message conveyed compels 
readers to consider the serious implications of their choices in life, as they resonate throughout the 
community and echo in the annals of history.

Jeremiah 48:25

"The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken, saith the LORD."

This verse employs metaphorical language to convey the decisive nature of God’s judgment. The 
expression "the horn of Moab is cut off" symbolizes the complete removal of their strength and power, 
as horns are often associated with authority and might. To declare that "his arm is broken" further 
emphasizes Moab's inability to defend itself; it signifies not merely a weakening but an utter 
incapacitation. The emphatic declaration "saith the LORD" asserts divine authority behind this 
pronouncement. It serves as a clear reminder that any notion of strength apart from God is precarious at 
best. This imagery encapsulates the devastating consequences of spiritual disobedience, conveying the 
message that the pride of nations eventually leads to their downfall when they forsake the sovereignty 
of God.

Jeremiah 48:26

"Make ye him drunken: for he magnified himself against the LORD: Moab also shall wallow in 
his vomit, and he also shall be in derision."

In this stark imagery, the Lord instructs that Moab should be made drunk—a metaphor for excessive 
pride and hubris that leads to foolishness. The act of drunkenness evokes a sense of moral collapse, 
illustrating the consequences of exalting oneself against God. The phrase "wallow in his vomit" 
suggests utter degradation and the inevitable humiliation faced by those who reject divine authority. 
"He also shall be in derision" concludes the verse with a grim assessment of Moab's fate; it portrays 
their neighbors and once-proud citizens now looking upon them with scorn. This imagery reinforces 
the broader theological theme present in the chapter, emphasizing that those who oppose God, rather 
than humbly submit to His will, ultimately face a fate of judgment and shame. It serves as a cautionary 
reminder about the perils of pride and the seriousness of directing one's life in opposition to divine 
guidance.



Jeremiah 48:27

"For was not Israel a derision unto thee? Was he found among thieves? For since thou spakest of 
him, thou skippedst for joy."

In this reflective verse, the prophet Jeremiah confronts Moab with rhetorical questions that draw 
attention to their previous scorn for Israel. The phrase "Israel a derision unto thee" emphasizes the 
deep-seated animosity that Moab held toward Israel, capturing the contempt they had for God's chosen 
people. The inquiry "Was he found among thieves?" serves to question the very basis of Moab's 
judgments against Israel, implying contradictions in their accusations. This suggests that Moab may 
have celebrated sporadic victories or misfortunes of Israel as opportunities for their own pleasure, 
underscoring their arrogance. The call to remember these past inclinations places the weight of 
responsibility onto Moab, warning them that their attitudes and actions are now coming back to haunt 
them. This reminder serves as an indictment, illustrating the principle that how nations treat others has 
significant implications on their own fate.

Jeremiah 48:28

"O ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities and dwell in the rock, and be like the dove that maketh 
her nest in the sides of the hole's mouth."

This verse carries a dual message of urgency and caution as it calls the people of Moab to flee from 
their cities and seek refuge in the caves or rocky places. The instruction to "leave the cities" symbolizes 
a necessary step toward survival as disaster approaches. The imagery of the dove, which typically nests 
in high, secure places, serves as a metaphor for finding safety in adversities. By likening Moab's people 
to a dove, it draws attention to their vulnerability and the instinctual need to protect themselves from 
danger. This poignant imagery urges them to seek a sanctuary, away from the chaos that destruction 
will bring. It emphasizes the wisdom of retreat and the importance of humility in times of crisis, as 
reliance on past strongholds will no longer suffice against the divine judgment that looms overhead.

Jeremiah 48:29

"We have heard the pride of Moab, (he is exceeding proud,) his loftiness, and his arrogance, and 
his haughtiness of heart."

In this profound verse, the prophet lays bare the detrimental pride that afflicts Moab. The repetition of 
phrases such as "he is exceeding proud" and names like "loftiness," "arrogance," and "haughtiness of 
heart" paints a vivid picture of a nation consumed by its own sense of superiority. This pride is not 
merely an inclination but a pervasive characteristic that has manifested over time, positioning Moab in 
opposition to God. Jeremiah's proclamation serves as a stark reminder that such arrogance invites 
divine scrutiny and, ultimately, retribution. This passage underscores the theme throughout the chapter
—the understanding that national pride, especially when it defies the will of God, results in severe 
consequences. It calls attention to the dangers inherent in allowing pride to take root, urging 
introspection and humility before God as a remedy against the judgment that can follow.



Jeremiah 48:30

"I know his wrath, saith the LORD; but it shall not be so; his lies shall not so effect it."

In this verse, God affirms His understanding of Moab's prideful disposition and accompanying wrath 
against others, but He underscores that such arrogance will not alter the divine plan of judgment. The 
phrase "I know his wrath" suggests that God is intimately aware of the attitude that has characterized 
Moab's heart—indicating a deep-seated resistance to humility and repentance. God's statement "it shall 
not be so" indicates that despite Moab's defiance and attempts to assert itself against the judgment that 
is coming, those efforts will not affect the outcome. The mention of "his lies" refers to the false hopes 
and deceptive assurances that Moab may cling to in light of their impending doom. Here, God is 
reminding them that no amount of denial or self-deception can change the reality of His judgment, 
bringing to light the futility of opposing divine authority.

Jeremiah 48:31

"Therefore will I howl for Moab, and I will cry out for all Moab; mine heart shall mourn for the 
men of Kirheres."

This verse conveys the deep sorrow of the prophet Jeremiah in light of the impending judgment upon 
Moab. Jeremiah's emotional response—"I will howl for Moab"—reveals the weight of grief he bears 
for a nation that has fallen into such spiritual disarray. The repetition of "I will cry out for all Moab" 
emphasizes the pervasive nature of this sorrow, indicating that the suffering of Moab affects not just a 
few, but reverberates through the entirety of the nation. When Jeremiah states that "mine heart shall 
mourn for the men of Kirheres," he highlights a particular location while capturing the collective grief 
for all citizens, further humanizing the narrative surrounding Moab’s destruction. This portrays the 
theme of lament present throughout the chapter, emphasizing that divine judgment will have real 
emotional and physical consequences, eliciting not just God's judgment but also God's sorrow for those 
whose lives are affected.

Jeremiah 48:32

"O vine of Sibmah, I will weep for thee with the weeping of Jazer: thy plants are gone over the 
sea, they reach even to the sea of Jazer; the spoiler is fallen upon thy summer fruits and upon thy 
vintage."

In this verse, the imagery of the "vine of Sibmah" serves to represent the agricultural wealth and beauty 
of Moab, metaphorically connecting the land's fertility to its cultural identity. By stating "I will weep 
for thee with the weeping of Jazer," the prophet acknowledges a deep sense of loss shared with the 
neighboring city of Jazer, implying that the consequences of Moab’s downfall touch the surrounding 
regions. The description of "thy plants are gone over the sea" emphasizes the loss of Moab’s resources 
and agricultural production, depicting a situation where abundance is displaced or dominated by 
devastation. The phrase "the spoiler is fallen upon thy summer fruits and vintage" illustrates the 
devastation wrought by invading forces, signaling the destruction of Moab’s agricultural heritage. This 
metaphor serves as a microcosm of broader themes in Jeremiah, wherein the land and people are 
intertwined, revealing that spiritual disobedience leads not only to moral decay but also to tangible loss.



Jeremiah 48:33

"And joy and gladness is taken from the plentiful field and from the land of Moab; and I have 
caused wine to cease from the winepresses: none shall tread with shouting; their shouting shall be 
no shouting."

In this verse, the stark reality of desolation is portrayed as "joy and gladness is taken from the plentiful 
field.” The assertion that these feelings are lost highlights the transformative impact of judgment on the 
lives of the Moabites, who once experienced abundance and celebration. The connection to agricultural 
abundance deepens the pathos, as the "plentiful field" symbolizes not only physical sustenance but also 
cultural pride and identity. God declares, “I have caused wine to cease from the winepresses,” 
symbolizing the cessation of productivity and celebration traditionally associated with harvest time. 
The imagery underscores a culture now stripped of joy; where there were once festivities, now silence 
prevails. The line "their shouting shall be no shouting" reiterates the absence of communal rejoicing, 
painting a portrait of a people faced with profound emptiness. This passage poignantly encapsulates the 
broader narrative of judgment, illustrating how the consequences of disobedience can turn vibrant life 
into haunting silence.

Jeremiah 48:34

"From the cry of Heshbon even unto Elealeh, and even unto Jahaz, hath the voice of crying been 
heard; from Zoar even unto Horonaim, and even unto Eglath-shelishiah: for the waters of 
Nimrim shall be desolate."

As this verse unfolds, a geographical sweep underscores the widespread impact of mourning across 
Moab. The mention of various locations — Heshbon, Elealeh, Jahaz, Zoar, Horonaim, and Eglath-
shelishiah — reveals the totality of sorrow that encompasses the land. The voice of crying, moving 
from one location to another, symbolizes not only the physical extent of the calamity but also a 
communal acknowledgment of devastation that resonates through the hearts of all Moabites. The 
reference to "the waters of Nimrim shall be desolate" signifies a loss of natural resources, further 
emphasizing that Moab's downfall is not just a social or military one, but also environmental. The 
sorrow felt in this verse encompasses both human suffering and ecological destruction, illustrating the 
interconnectedness of life in Moab and the far-reaching consequences of divine judgment on a people 
who have disregarded their relationship with God.

Jeremiah 48:35

"Moreover I will cause to cease in Moab, saith the LORD, him that offereth in the high places, 
and him that burneth incense to his gods."

In this verse, the Lord directly addresses the idolatrous practices that have characterized the spiritual 
landscape of Moab. The phrase "I will cause to cease in Moab" indicates a definitive end to the worship 
of false gods, signaling that such profane rituals will no longer hold sway over the people. This reflects 
God’s displeasure with the sacrifices made on "the high places," which served as locations for idol 
worship and offerings dedicated to deities like Chemosh. The act of "burneth incense to his gods" 
conveys the profound idolatry that has led Moab away from true devotion. This expression of divine 



judgment signifies that the foundations of their false worship will be dismantled, returning the nation to 
a state devoid of the false confidence that such rituals had provided. Such calamities serve a purifying 
purpose, aiming to cleanse the land from the influences that have drawn the people away from genuine 
worship and connection to God.

Jeremiah 48:36

"Therefore mine heart shall sound for Moab like pipes, and mine heart shall sound like pipes for 
the men of Kirheres."

With this poignant metaphor, the prophet Jeremiah expresses deep emotional sorrow toward Moab 
through the imagery of "pipes" or flutes, which traditionally evoke a sound of mourning. The sound of 
pipes often accompanies lamentation in the cultural context, symbolizing an outpouring of grief that 
resonates within Jeremiah's heart. The act of saying "my heart shall sound" emphasizes the empathetic 
connection he feels for the people of Moab, even as they face the consequences of their actions. The 
specific mention of "the men of Kirheres" represents a community that will experience intense sorrow 
as they witness their fall. This verse serves to humanize the divine judgment pronounced earlier, 
revealing that, while there is a necessary reckoning for sin, there is also a compassionate heart that 
mourns the places and people once rich in hope and flourishing life.

Jeremiah 48:37

"For every head shall be bald, and every beard clipped: upon all the hands shall be cuts, and 
upon the loins sackcloth."

This verse utilizes powerful imagery to illustrate the physical manifestations of mourning that will be 
evident throughout Moab. The reference to "every head shall be bald" is a traditional sign of grief, 
wherein individuals would shave their heads as an outward expression of their inner sorrow. The 
clipping of beards emphasizes loss of dignity and the intense emotional trauma faced by the people. 
"Upon all the hands shall be cuts" suggests self-flagellation, reflecting deep personal anguish that 
might be expressed as part of mourning rituals. The mention of "upon the loins sackcloth" brings in the 
imagery of humility and repentance, where sackcloth was typically worn as a sign of mourning. 
Collectively, these elements illustrate how pervasive sorrow will pervade the culture, revealing that the 
calamities endured by the people will not only be spiritual and emotional, but will also be intimately 
connected with physical expressions of despair and grief.

Jeremiah 48:38

"And the city shall be desolate, and every city shall be desolate, and all the cities thereof shall be 
laid waste."

In this verse, the intensity of Moab’s devastation is reiterated forcefully, declaring unequivocally that 
"the city shall be desolate." The repetition of "every city shall be desolate" reinforces the 
comprehensive nature of destruction that awaits Moab—it is not merely isolated to a particular area, 
but ensures a complete annihilation of urban settings. The phrase "all the cities thereof shall be laid 
waste" accentuates the totality of divine judgment, leaving no city unscathed, and heralds a catastrophic 



end to the community's previous ways of life. This stark proclamation indicates that Moab will be 
rendered uninhabitable as a result of their disobedience and idolatry, emphasizing the serious 
ramifications of turning from God. Thus, the severity of the punishment reflects a warning to others 
about the consequences of rebellion against divine authority.

Jeremiah 48:39

"They shall howl, saying, How is it broken down! How hath Moab turned the back with shame!"

In this verse, the emotional tone shifts to collective mourning among those who witness Moab's fall. 
The phrase "They shall howl" conveys a deep sense of despair from the surrounding nations and 
neighbors, echoing the lamentation that reverberates through the land. Their cries of "How is it broken 
down!" illustrate the shock and disbelief that accompanies such devastation; it highlights the sudden 
transformation of a once-proud nation into one subject to derision. The questioning sentiment reflects 
an understanding that Moab’s downfall serves as a dramatic example of the fragility of pride and the 
certainty of eventual divine judgment. "How hath Moab turned the back with shame!" underscores the 
national disgrace of having turned away from God, showcasing the consequences of misplaced 
confidence and rebellion. This verse encapsulates the emotional weight of Moab's collapse, reminding 
all of the serious ramifications of abandoning divine principles.

Jeremiah 48:40

"For thus saith the LORD; Behold, he shall fly as an eagle, and shall spread his wings over 
Moab."

In this verse, the imagery of an eagle serves as a symbol of swift judgment and overpowering force. 
The phrase, "he shall fly as an eagle," implies that divine judgment will come suddenly and decisively, 
much like how an eagle swoops down on its prey. The act of spreading his wings over Moab indicates 
the totality of judgment that is to come, enveloping the nation completely, reinforcing the idea that no 
one will escape the consequences of their actions. Like an eagle that commands authority, this imagery 
suggests a force that is both unstoppable and all-consuming—demonstrating God's sovereignty over 
nations and the seriousness with which He regards sin. This sharp contrast between the majestic bird 
and the lowly state of Moab highlights the fall from grace and continual reminder of the realities faced 
when a nation turns away from God.

Jeremiah 48:41

"Kerioth is taken, and the strongholds are surprised, and the mighty men's hearts in Moab at 
that day shall be as the heart of a woman in her pangs."

This verse announces the specific loss of the city Kerioth and symbolizes broader chaos as "the 
strongholds are surprised." The language used signifies unforeseen calamity as those who once felt 
secure in their fortifications are now caught off guard by divine judgment. The mention of "the mighty 
men's hearts in Moab at that day shall be as the heart of a woman in her pangs" employs vivid imagery 
of labor pains, encapsulating the intense fear and despair that such a catastrophic event will unleash. 
This metaphor suggests not only imminent danger but also a deep emotional and psychological 



upheaval that will unsettle even the strongest of warriors, revealing that the impact of destruction 
transcends mere physical loss to include acute mental anguish. The imagery of childbirth also signifies 
that this moment will produce a new reality for Moab, one that emerges from pain and suffering, 
encapsulating the harshness of divine discipline.

Jeremiah 48:42

"And Moab shall be destroyed from being a people, because he hath magnified himself against 
the LORD."

Here comes the climax of the prophetic judgment, as God declares that Moab will ultimately be 
eradicated from existence as a nation. The statement "Moab shall be destroyed from being a people" 
illustrates the profound consequences of their rebellion—divine judgment will lead to the complete 
erasure of their national identity. This dramatic pronouncement is rooted in the rationale that "he hath 
magnified himself against the LORD," linking their pride and idolatry to their downfall. By elevating 
itself against God, Moab invites divine retribution, leading to a loss of not only sovereignty but also of 
historical legacy. This verse encapsulates the key theme that nations, like individuals, will face the 
ramifications of their choices against God, serving as a sobering reminder of the vulnerability that 
comes with human arrogance.

Jeremiah 48:43

"Fear, and the pit, and the snare, shall be upon thee, O inhabitant of Moab, saith the LORD."

In this verse, a triad of calamities—fear, the pit, and the snare—encapsulates the grim fate awaiting the 
inhabitants of Moab. The mention of "fear" signifies a psychological and emotional torment that will 
grip the hearts of those left in Moab, marking a significant shift from the previously perceived security 
of pride. The "pit" suggests death or destruction, introducing an allusion to being trapped in a dire 
situation with no means of escape. In tandem with "the snare," which implies entrapment, this passage 
paints a harrowing picture of a people ensnared by the consequences of their sins, suggesting their 
inability to evade the repercussions of judgment. The use of "O inhabitant of Moab, saith the LORD" 
reinforces the personal nature of this warning, emphasizing that this message is directed toward each 
individual as well as the nation as a whole, compelling a sober reflection over their choices and their 
relationship with God.

Jeremiah 48:44

"He that fleeth from the fear shall fall into the pit; and he that getteth up out of the pit shall be 
taken in the snare: for I will bring upon it, even upon Moab, the year of their visitation, saith the 
LORD."

In this verse, the inevitability of judgment is made more apparent, where escape becomes an elusive 
hope for the residents of Moab. The phrases "he that fleeth from the fear shall fall into the pit" and "he 
that getteth up out of the pit shall be taken in the snare" depict a precarious situation for anyone trying 
to flee despair—you have no way of avoiding judgment. The cycle of fleeing and falling into traps 
illustrates the futility and hopelessness of their situation, as divine retribution is inescapable. The 



phrase "the year of their visitation" indicates a determined time set by God for judgment to unfold. This 
language echoes the divine sovereignty which governs the course of human events, reminding Moab 
that there is a scheduled reckoning they cannot elude. The verse encapsulates a call to accountability 
and warns against the reliance on human strength and cleverness in the face of divine will.

Jeremiah 48:45

"Though Moab shall be a derision and a terror to all the people round about him."

This verse declares the ongoing consequences of Moab’s downfall, where their condition will render 
them not just physically desolate but socially scorned. The phrase "shall be a derision and a terror" 
implies that Moab will become an object of mockery for surrounding nations and a cautionary tale of 
failure against divine authority. As other nations witness the downfall of Moab, they will regard it with 
fear, recognizing the fate that has befallen the once-proud nation. This illustrates that the repercussions 
of national sin extend beyond mere destruction; they also come with a loss of dignity and respect from 
neighboring peoples. This statement serves as a moral warning to all nations to observe the fate of 
Moab and heed the lessons learned from their pride and rebellion against God.

Jeremiah 48:46

"Yea, the spoiler shall come upon thee, O daughter that dost inhabit Moab: he shall enter thy 
strongholds, and seize upon thy dwellings."

In this chilling statement, the certainty of disaster is highlighted with the declaration that the "spoiler 
shall come upon thee." The phrase signifies an invading force that will breach the defenses Moab once 
relied upon, as "the daughter that dost inhabit Moab" refers to the collective people of the region. The 
word "strongholds" underscores that even the most fortified places of refuge will not stand against this 
judgment. The notion that the "spoiler...shall enter" suggests a complete breakdown of security and 
safety for the people living in Moab, revealing that neither physical defenses nor national pride can 
prevent divine judgment. The vivid imagery of invasion from external forces echoes the central themes 
of vulnerability and accountability, underscoring the futility of resistance when standing against divine 
will.

Jeremiah 48:47

"Yet will I bring again the captivity of Moab in the latter days, saith the LORD. Thus far is the 
judgment of Moab."

This closing verse introduces a glimmer of hope amid the dire prophetic declaration, indicating that 
Moab will not remain in a state of destruction forever. The phrase "Yet will I bring again the captivity 
of Moab" signifies a divine intention to restore the nation in the future, suggesting that even in the 
wake of judgment, there exists the potential for redemption and reconciliation. The term "in the latter 
days" implies a future time, hinting at a renewal that may come after periods of adversity, guiding 
Moab back to their rightful place. The conclusion, "Thus far is the judgment of Moab," encapsulates 
not only the immediacy of judgment faced by Moab but also marks the end of this specific oracle while 
leaving room for the future possibility of restoration. This final note serves to remind the reader of 



God's redemptive nature, indicating that His judgment is not without the prospect of mercy and renewal 
for those who might turn back to Him.

CHAPTER 49:

Jeremiah 49:1

"Concerning the Ammonites, thus saith the Lord; Hath Israel no sons? hath he no heir? why 
then doth their king inherit Gad, and his people dwell in his cities?"

This verse introduces the prophet Jeremiah's message to the Ammonites, questioning their claim over 
the territories of Gad, which is located east of the Jordan River and was originally allotted to the 
Israelite tribes. The rhetorical questions highlight the absurdity of the Ammonites occupying land that 
they have no rightful claim to, especially considering Israel's status as God's chosen people. The 
underlying message is that Israel, although facing difficulties and exiles, is not without legacy and 
inheritance, and the Ammonites should not presume that they can usurp what belongs to another. This 
sets the stage for a prophecy of impending judgment upon the Ammonites for their arrogance and 
transgression.

Jeremiah 49:2

"Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will cause an alarm of war to be heard 
in Rabbah of the Ammonites; and it shall be a desolate heap, and her daughters shall be burned 
with fire; then shall Israel be heir unto them that were his heirs, saith the Lord."

In this verse, God announces the impending doom of Rabbah, the capital of the Ammonites. The 
proclamation of war serves as a catalyst for the destruction that is to follow, emphasizing that divine 
judgment is imminent. The imagery of Rabbah turning into a "desolate heap" and the burning of its 
inhabitants' dwellings indicates complete devastation and signifies the consequences of their 
unfaithfulness and violence against Israel. The fact that Israel will inherit the lands of the Ammonites 
after their downfall reflects God's justice; He will restore what was unjustly taken from His people. 
This verse conveys a sense of hope for the Israelites, showing that despite their current struggles, there 
will be a reversal of fortunes.

Jeremiah 49:3

"Howl, O Heshbon, for Ai is spoiled: cry, ye daughters of Rabbah, gird you with sackcloth; 
lament, and run to and fro by the hedges; for their king shall go into captivity, and his priests and 
his princes together."

Here, Jeremiah calls upon the inhabitants of Heshbon, a city near the Ammonite border, to mourn the 
devastation that has befallen them, specifically referencing Ai. The exhortation to "gird you with 
sackcloth" expresses deep sorrow and humility before God, indicating an acknowledgment of their 
impending doom. As the leaders, priests, and the king of the Ammonites are predicted to face captivity, 
it establishes the futility of their previous arrogance. The imagery paints a dramatic scene of chaos and 
despair, as the people are instructed to mourn and demonstrate their grief through physical actions like 



running and lamenting. This verse accentuates the severity of the judgments that are characteristic of 
divine retribution.

Jeremiah 49:4

"Wherefore glorliest thou in the valleys, thy flowing valley, O backsliding daughter? that trusted 
in her treasures, saying, Who shall come unto me?"

In this verse, Jeremiah challenges the pride of the Ammonites, who boast in their fertility and 
resources, represented by the “flowing valley.” The term "backsliding daughter" serves as a reference to 
their spiritual disobedience and estrangement from God, highlighting the contrast between their 
material wealth and their moral bankruptcy. Their misplaced trust in treasures leads them to a false 
sense of security, expressed in their rhetorical question about who could challenge them. Jeremiah’s 
words emphasize that reliance on earthly wealth without a relationship with God leaves them 
vulnerable to destruction, as they underestimate the Lord’s power to bring judgment upon them.

Jeremiah 49:5

"Behold, I will bring a fear upon thee, saith the Lord God of hosts, from all those that be about 
thee; and ye shall be driven out every man right forth; and none shall gather up him that 
wandereth."

God declares that He will instill fear among the Ammonites from surrounding nations, leading to a 
chaotic and panicked exodus. The term "driven out every man right forth" suggests a hasty and 
disorderly flight, indicating that their local power will be dismantled to such an extent that even their 
most desperate attempts at gathering together will fail. Describing the utter inability to "gather up him 
that wandereth" reflects total disarray and loss of community. This demonstration of God’s control 
reinforces that their misplaced confidence in riches and resources will not protect them from the 
consequences of their actions, leading to their complete disintegration as a nation.

Jeremiah 49:6

"And afterward I will bring again the captivity of the children of Ammon, saith the Lord."

Following the judgment and destruction foretold, this verse holds a promise of restoration for the 
Ammonites. Although they are to face severe consequences for their sins, God also expresses a plan to 
restore them after their period of exile. This prophetic message reflects God's sovereignty and mercy, 
showing that even after punishment, there remains a possibility for redemption and rehabilitation. The 
use of "bring again the captivity" suggests a return to their former state, indicating that God’s ultimate 
intentions transcend mere judgment; His desire is for redemption, even for those who have strayed far 
from His ways.

Jeremiah 49:7

"Concerning Edom, thus saith the Lord of hosts; Is wisdom no more in Teman? is counsel 
perished from the prudent? is their wisdom vanished?"



As the focus shifts to Edom, God presents a series of rhetorical questions aimed at the wise men of 
Teman, a notable city within Edom. By asking whether wisdom and counsel have disappeared, God 
highlights the impending downfall of Edom's leaders and their inability to foresee or prevent their own 
destruction. This verse emphasizes that despite their reputation for wisdom, it is rendered ineffective in 
the light of God’s impending judgment. The questioning tone serves not only as a critique but also as a 
foreshadowing of the collapse of their societal structures due to their failure to heed God's warnings.

Jeremiah 49:8

"Flee ye, turn back, dwell deep, O inhabitants of Dedan; for I will bring the calamity of Esau 
upon him, the time that I will visit him."

Jeremiah calls the inhabitants of Dedan to flee and hide as calamity approaches Edom, symbolizing 
defenselessness in the face of God’s judgment. The mention of "the calamity of Esau" refers to the 
historical enmity and familial conflict between Israel and Edom, drawing on the legacy of Jacob and 
Esau. This brings a sense of inevitability to the judgment that the Edomites will face, as it is tied to 
their ancestral roots and God’s sovereign plans. The urgency in the call to "dwell deep" suggests that 
even the most fortified defenses will be of no use, meaning that escape will be the only option for 
survival.

Jeremiah 49:9

"If grape gatherers come to thee, would they not leave some gleaning grapes? if thieves by night, 
they will destroy till they have enough."

This verse uses the imagery of grape harvesters and thieves to illustrate the level of devastation that 
will befall Edom. Under normal circumstances, grape gatherers typically leave behind some remnants 
of the harvest, while thieves only take what they desire. In contrast, the calamity facing Edom will be 
so severe that it will wipe them out entirely, leaving no remnants behind. This imagery highlights the 
thoroughness of God's judgment, serving as a metaphor for the complete plunder that will replace the 
quality and abundance of their once-proud heritage. It underscores the futility of relying on any earthly 
means of security when facing the omnipotence of God's wrath.

Jeremiah 49:10

"But I have made Esau bare, I have uncovered his secret places, and he shall not be able to hide 
himself: his seed is spoiled, and his brethren, and his neighbors, and he is not."

The Lord declares that He has exposed Esau’s vulnerabilities, symbolically stripping Edom of its 
defenses and secrets. The phrase "he shall not be able to hide himself" communicates that no matter 
their attempts to escape judgment, God has rendered them completely exposed. This act of exposure 
leads to the spoiling of not just Edom but also their allies and familial connections, indicating the wide-
reaching consequences of their misdeeds. The statement "he is not" suggests that Edom's power and 
prominence will be wholly eradicated, confirming that God has full sovereignty over the fates of 
nations and people.



Jeremiah 49:11

"Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; and let thy widows trust in me."

In a merciful tone, God extends reassurance to the vulnerable members of Edomite society —the 
fatherless children and widows. The declaration that He will "preserve them alive" underscores God’s 
compassionate nature, indicating that while judgment is eminent against Edom, He remains a protector 
and caretaker for those who are left destitute. By urging widows to trust in Him, God emphasizes the 
importance of faith in the midst of calamity. This verse highlights the profound contrast between His 
wrath against the unrepentant and His care for the needy, showcasing His dual role as both a judge and 
a protector.

Jeremiah 49:12

"For thus saith the Lord; Behold, they whose judgment was not to drink of the cup have 
assuredly drunken; and art thou he that shalt altogether go unpunished? thou shalt not go 
unpunished, but thou shalt surely drink of it."

In this verse, God conveys a powerful message about the inevitability of His judgment. The "cup" 
symbolizes divine wrath, and the rhetorical questions pose a stark warning to Edom, suggesting that if 
nations or individuals who seemed less deserving have faced judgment, Edom cannot possibly expect 
to escape. The repetition of "shall not go unpunished" emphasizes the certainty of their fate, 
establishing a theme of accountability. This serves as a sobering reminder that God's justice is 
impartial; every act will be addressed, and every sins will receive appropriate consequences.

Jeremiah 49:13

"For I have sworn by myself, saith the Lord, that Bozrah shall become a desolation, a reproach, a 
waste, and a curse; and all the cities thereof shall be perpetual wastes."

The Lord makes an emphatic declaration regarding the fate of Bozrah, an Edomite city known for its 
stronghold. By swearing by Himself, God underscores the unbreakable nature of His promise; Bozrah 
will not only face desolation but will also become an object of reproach and curse. The use of 
"perpetual wastes" indicates that this destruction isn't just temporary but will ensure that the legacy of 
Edom is one of ruin, serving as an eternal reminder of divine judgment. This verse encapsulates the 
gravity of sin and its far-reaching ramifications, affirming God's commitment to uphold justice through 
irreversible decrees.

Jeremiah 49:14

"I have heard a rumor from the Lord, and an ambassador is sent unto the heathen, saying, 
Gather ye together, and come against her, and rise up to the battle."

Jeremiah conveys that a prophetic rumor has reached him, signifying God’s intention to rally nations 
against Edom. The “ambassador” symbolizes a call to arms against Edom, directing even the 
surrounding nations to prepare for an assault. This verse captures a sense of inevitable communal 
action against Edom's past wickedness, revealing that God's reach of judgment extends not just 



internally among nations but mobilizes external forces. The call to "rise up to the battle" indicates that 
the military response represents divine retribution, signifying that Edom's sins have drawn attention 
and condemnation from the greater geopolitical landscape.

Jeremiah 49:15

"For, lo, I will make thee small among the heathen, and despised among men."

This declaration emphasizes Edom's impending disgrace and diminishment among the nations. 
Presented as "small among the heathen," it indicates a loss of status and significance, showcasing how 
God will actively reduce their standing in the eyes of the world. Being "despised among men" reflects a 
complete reversal of pride and power that Edom once held, underscoring the contrast between their 
prior reputation and the consequences of their sinful actions. This verse serves as a poignant reminder 
that worldly power can be stripped away by divine decree, reinforcing a theme of humility and 
accountability to God.

Jeremiah 49:16

"Thy terribleness hath deceived thee, and the pride of thine heart, O thou that dwellest in the 
clefts of the rock, that holdest the height of the hill: though thou shouldest make thy nest as high 
as the eagle, I will bring thee down from thence, saith the Lord."

In this verse, God confronts Edom's sense of security derived from their geographical advantages, such 
as their mountainous terrain that offered natural fortification. The term "terribleness" refers to their 
perceived power and dominance, which has led them to arrogance and pride. By comparing their lofty 
nests to eagles, it highlights that even the highest aspirations cannot shield them from judgment. God 
challenging their pride indicates that no position, whether physical or political, is invulnerable to His 
will. This verse warns against the dangers of arrogance and reliance on oneself, reiterating that God has 
the ultimate authority to topple even the strongest fortified structures.

Jeremiah 49:17

"Also Edom shall be a desolation: every one that goeth by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at 
all the plagues thereof."

The pronouncement of desolation upon Edom indicates a profound transformation from a once-thriving 
nation to a place of ruin. The astonishment that onlookers will feel serves to highlight the shocking 
extent of God's judgment; it will not be a gradual decline but a sudden and severe fall that draws 
attention. The act of hissing signifies scorn and derision, as people witness the calamities that befall 
Edom. This verse underlines the impact of divine judgment not just on the recipients but also on the 
wider world, reinforcing the idea that such judgment serves as a warning and spectacle to others.

Jeremiah 49:18

"As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbor cities thereof, saith the Lord; no 
man shall abide there, neither shall a son of man dwell in it."



This verse draws a direct comparison between the fate of Edom and the ancient cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, notorious for their wickedness and subsequent destruction. By invoking these well-known 
biblical examples, it emphasizes the totality of Edom’s impending destruction, where no inhabitants 
will remain to witness or recall its former glory. The explicit claim that "no man shall abide there" 
reinforces the finality of God’s judgment, marking Edom as a place where life has been erased due to 
unrepentant sin. The comparison serves as a cautionary tale, illustrating the serious consequences of 
turning away from God.

Jeremiah 49:19

"Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of Jordan against the habitation of the 
strong: but I will suddenly make him run away from her: and who is a chosen man, that I may 
appoint over her? for who is like me? and who will appoint me the time? and who is that 
shepherd that will stand before me?"

In this verse, God likens His judgment to a lion emerging from the Jordan River, signifying strength 
and ferocity as He approaches the strongholds of Edom. However, despite the impending threat, God 
assures that this lion will be made to flee at His command, showcasing His supremacy and control over 
all situation. The references to "a chosen man" and "the shepherd" reflect divine authority, suggesting 
that no human leadership will be effective without God’s endorsement. This verse emphasizes God's 
unique sovereignty, declaring that human plans and ambitions cannot maneuver against His will; thus, 
ultimate accountability lies with Him alone.

Jeremiah 49:20

"Therefore hear the counsel of the Lord, that he hath taken against Edom; and his purposes, that 
he hath purposed against the inhabitants of Teman: surely the least of the flock shall draw them 
out: surely he shall make their habitations desolate with them."

Jeremiah implores the people to heed the counsel of the Lord, signaling that what is to come is firmly 
established in His divine plans. The reference to “the least of the flock” implies that even the weakest 
of forces will be able to lead Edom into ruin, emphasizing how completely their defenses will fail. The 
promise that God will make their “habitations desolate” shows how thorough His judgment will be. 
This verse serves as a reminder that divine purposes are unyielding and that even what might seem like 
small actions can lead to monumental consequences when they align with God's plan for justice.

Jeremiah 49:21

"The earth is moved at the noise of their fall, at the cry of the noise thereof was heard in the Red 
sea."

The catastrophic judgment that Edom is to face will evoke a reaction from the very earth itself, 
indicating the seriousness of their downfall. The imagery of the earth being "moved" contributes a 
dramatic touch, suggesting universal implications of Edom's destruction that reverberate far beyond its 
borders. The mention of the Red Sea as a location for the cries mirrors the historical significance of this 
area within the narrative of God’s relationship with Israel. This verse portrays the cry of despair as an 



event of cosmic importance, emphasizing that God’s judgment will not only affect the inhabitants of 
Edom but will resonate throughout creation.

Jeremiah 49:22

"Behold, he shall come up and fly as the eagle, and spread his wings over Bozrah: and at that day 
shall the heart of the mighty men of Edom be as the heart of a woman in her pangs."

This verse employs vivid imagery of an eagle descending upon its prey, which reflects the suddenness 
and power of God’s judgment against Edom. The "wings over Bozrah" suggests an overwhelming 
presence, portraying the swift and all-encompassing nature of divine retribution. The comparison of the 
hearts of Edom's mighty men to "a woman in her pangs" highlights their utter fear and vulnerability in 
the face of impending disaster. This poignant imagery contrasts the pride and fortitude that Edom once 
held, emphasizing the irony of their downfall as they are reduced to terror and helplessness. 

Jeremiah 49:23

"Concerning Damascus. Hamath is confounded, and Arpad: for they have heard evil tidings: 
they are fainthearted; there is sorrow on the sea; it cannot be quiet."

The focus shifts to Damascus, where the cities of Hamath and Arpad express fear and confusion in 
response to ominous news. The term "confounded" signifies a state of disarray, indicating their 
realization of the impending threat and the panic it invokes. "Fainthearted" captures their vulnerability 
and lack of readiness for the calamities foretold. The sorrow that is described as being "on the sea" 
suggests a pervasive sense of dread, symbolizing the turmoil that affects not only the cities but extends 
to the broader existential fears of instability and chaos. This verse reflects the interconnectedness of 
nations and the reality that fear transcends borders as judgment draws near.

Jeremiah 49:24

"Damascus is waxed feeble, and turneth herself to flee, and fear hath seized on her: anguish and 
sorrows have taken her, as a woman in travail."

In this verse, the prophet Jeremiah describes the profound fear that grips Damascus, portraying it as a 
city rendered powerless and in retreat. The imagery of a woman in labor conveys intense suffering and 
distress, highlighting the urgency of their plight. The statement that Damascus is "waxed feeble" 
signifies a dramatic decline in strength and resolve, reinforcing a feeling of dread that permeates the 
atmosphere. This depiction illustrates that the threats looming over Damascus are both internal and 
external, deepening the sense of vulnerability and despair as they confront the inevitability of their fate.

Jeremiah 49:25

"How is the city of praise not left, the city of my joy! 

This verse reflects a lamentation over the fate of Damascus—once a city renowned for its glory and 
joy. The rhetorical question underscores the tragic irony that this once-great city, praised for its culture 
and strength, now faces imminent destruction. The loss of a city described as a source of joy evokes a 
sense of sorrow and nostalgia, painting a picture of how rapid and devastating change can occur due to 



divine judgment. The emotional weight of this line highlights the fragility of human accomplishments 
and the catastrophic consequences that arise from neglecting God in favor of pride and wickedness.

Jeremiah 49:26

"Therefore shall her young men fall in her streets, and all the men of war shall be cut off in that 
day, saith the Lord of hosts."

This proclamation serves as an ominous portent of the death and destruction that will afflict Damascus, 
particularly focusing on its young men and warriors. The prediction of their fall in the streets indicates 
a brutal and public display of defeat, underscoring the seriousness of their impending judgment. This 
verse vividly illustrates the comprehensive nature of the destruction, as not only will individual lives be 
lost, but the societal fabric will be irreparably altered with the decimation of its military strength. By 
identifying those who will perish, Jeremiah stresses the dire consequences of the city’s actions and 
highlights the ultimate victory of God over those who oppose Him.

Jeremiah 49:27

"And I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, and it shall consume the palaces of Benhadad."

In conclusion, this verse emphasizes the programming of divine judgment through the imagery of fire 
as a purifying force. The wall of Damascus, a symbol of its security and strength, will become 
consumed, signifying total destruction of its defenses. Mentioning Benhadad, a prominent king 
associated with Damascus, signifies that not only will physical structures be destroyed, but also the 
legacy and lineage they represent. The use of flames to consume the palaces points to a complete 
annihilation of power and prestige within Damascus—an act that illustrates the Sovereign will of God 
to bring to fruition the consequences of rebellion. This prophetic imagery reinforces the themes of 
judgment, restoration, and the ultimate sovereignty of God over nations.

Jeremiah 49:28

Verse: "Concerning Kedar, and concerning the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon shall smite, thus saith the Lord; Arise ye, go up to Kedar, and spoil the men of the east."

In this verse, the prophet Jeremiah conveys a divine message concerning the region of Kedar and the 
kingdoms of Hazor, emphasizing their impending destruction at the hands of the Babylonian king 
Nebuchadnezzar. Kedar represents a nomadic tribe from the Arabian Peninsula, known for their 
prowess in archery and cattle herding. The instruction to "arise" and "go up to Kedar" reflects a call to 
action, indicating that the Lord has ordained a judgment against these eastern peoples. The term "spoil" 
implies a complete conquering and plundering of their resources, which signifies not just military 
victory but also a severe consequence for their sins and defiance against God's will. This verse sets a 
tone of foreboding and emphasizes God's sovereignty in the unfolding events of history, demonstrating 
that He controls the rise and fall of nations.



Jeremiah 49:29

Verse: "Their tents and their flocks shall they take away: they shall take to themselves their curtains, 
and all their vessels, and their camels; and they shall cry unto them, Fear is on every side."

Here, the verse further elaborates on the consequences of the coming judgment on Kedar and Hazor. 
The imagery of tents and flocks signifies the livelihood and prosperity of these nomadic people, which 
will be uprooted as Babylonian forces invade. The mention of "curtains" and "all their vessels" 
demonstrates the thoroughness of the spoiling process; not only will their wealth be taken, but their 
very means of living will be dismantled. The phrase "Fear is on every side" captures the atmosphere of 
terror and dread that will envelop the conquered peoples as they face the overwhelming might of the 
Babylonians. This verse serves as a poignant reminder of the transient nature of material possessions 
and the swift turn of fortune that can occur under God's judgment.

Jeremiah 49:30

Verse: "Flee, get you far off, dwell deep, O inhabitants of Hazor, saith the Lord; for Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon hath taken counsel against you, and hath conceived a purpose against you."

In this verse, God instructs the inhabitants of Hazor to flee and retreat to safety as they anticipate an 
imminent attack from Nebuchadnezzar. The call to "get you far off" and "dwell deep" underscores the 
urgency of the situation, indicating that there is no safe place for them anywhere near their homeland. 
The mention of Nebuchadnezzar taking "counsel against you" suggests a calculated and strategic 
approach to their destruction, revealing that their downfall is not left to chance but is part of a 
deliberate plan set in motion by divine authority. This verse emphasizes the futility of relying on 
physical security or earthly power, as those who oppose God's will inevitably face judgment, while also 
highlighting the seriousness of the impending threat.

Jeremiah 49:31

Verse: "Arise, get you up unto the wealthy nation, that dwelleth without care, saith the Lord, which 
have neither gates nor bars, which dwell alone."

This verse presents a stark contrast between the inhabitants of Hazor and a "wealthy nation" that 
appears self-sufficient and secure. The expression "dwelleth without care" indicates that this nation is 
complacent, confident in its riches and isolation. The lack of "gates nor bars" symbolizes a false sense 
of safety; they consider themselves protected by their wealth rather than external defenses. God’s 
instruction to "arise" and confront this nation conveys His fierce intent to disrupt their false sense of 
security. It invites a recognition that no amount of prosperity can shield a nation from divine judgment. 
This serves as a warning not just to the wealthy nation in question, but to all nations that trust in their 
riches and status instead of the protection of God.

Jeremiah 49:32

Verse: "And their camels shall be a booty, and the multitude of their cattle a spoil: and I will scatter to 
all winds them that are in the utmost corners; and I will bring their calamity from all sides thereof, saith 
the Lord."



In this verse, God reaffirms the judgment on this wealthy nation. The language of "camels shall be a 
booty" and "the multitude of their cattle a spoil" emphasizes that the Babylonians will enjoy a 
significant economic advantage as they seize the resources of the wealthy nation. The phrase "scatter to 
all winds" indicates a total disbandment of this nation’s people; they will be dispersed across various 
lands, illustrating the extent of their defeat. The notion of calamity coming "from all sides" speaks to 
the inevitable and inescapable nature of God's judgment. No one will escape the consequences, as the 
full brunt of His wrath will be felt universally. This verse emphasizes the comprehensive nature of 
divine justice, as God's power reaches even the furthest corners of any nation.

Jeremiah 49:33

Verse: "And Hazor shall be a dwelling for dragons, and a desolation for ever: there shall no man abide 
there, nor any son of man dwell in it."

The stark imagery in this verse paints a vivid picture of the desolation that will befall Hazor. By 
declaring that Hazor will become a "dwelling for dragons," Jeremiah signifies that the land will be left 
in utter ruin and abandoned. The mention of "dragons" evokes a sense of wildness and emptiness, 
suggesting that the area will be overrun by beasts rather than people. The phrase "there shall no man 
abide there" emphasizes the complete desolation; this once-thriving city will become a ghost town with 
no human presence. Such devastation is depicted as permanent—"a desolation for ever"—indicating 
that the consequences of their actions have led to a fate from which there is no return. This verse 
highlights the gravity of God’s judgment while serving as a stark warning for those who turn away 
from Him.

Jeremiah 49:34

Verse: "The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet against Elam in the beginning of the 
reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, saying,"

In this verse, the focus shifts from Kedar and Hazor to Elam, marking a new section of divine 
revelation that Jeremiah receives. The reference to "the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah" places this 
message in a specific historical context, aligning it with the political dynamics of Judah during a time 
of turmoil. By stating that this word came "to Jeremiah the prophet," the verse reinforces the authority 
of the prophetic voice and the seriousness of the message intended for Elam. The mention of Elam—
and its impending judgment—highlights God's sovereignty over all nations, not just Israel and Judah. 
Additionally, it signifies that God's pronouncements are not limited to a particular time or era; His 
justice extends throughout history and across international boundaries.

Jeremiah 49:35

Verse: "Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Behold, I will break the bow of Elam, the chief of their might."

In this verse, God proclaims His intention to "break the bow of Elam," symbolizing the dismantling of 
their military strength and power. The bow is a traditional emblem of warfare, representing Elam's 
capability to defend itself. By targeting their "chief of their might," the Lord emphasizes that He will 
undermine the very core of Elam's defenses, leading to their inevitable downfall. This act illustrates 



God's authority not just over His own people but also over the nations that often exercise aggression 
against His will. The phrase "I will break" contains a sense of finality and irrevocability, signifying that 
Elam's future is sealed, and their defiance against God will not go unpunished.

Jeremiah 49:36

Verse: "And upon Elam will I bring the four winds from the four quarters of heaven, and will scatter 
them toward all those winds; and there shall be no nation whither the outcasts of Elam shall not come."

In this verse, God outlines the extensive nature of Elam's impending judgment. The metaphor of the 
"four winds from the four quarters of heaven" illustrates a comprehensive and inevitable scattering of 
the Elamite people. The use of "outcasts" signifies that not only will they be defeated, but they will also 
be exiled, forced to wander and lose their national identity. The phrase "there shall be no nation whither 
the outcasts of Elam shall not come" reinforces the idea that their punishment will be so severe that 
they will be dispersed to every corner of the earth. This scattering serves as a potent reminder of God's 
control over destiny; no nation can find refuge from His judgment, and it underscores the far-reaching 
consequences of divine justice.

Jeremiah 49:37

Verse: "For I will cause Elam to be dismayed before their enemies, and before them that seek their life: 
and I will bring evil upon them, even my fierce anger, saith the Lord; and I will send the sword after 
them, till I have consumed them."

In this verse, God reveals that He will instill a deep sense of dismay and fear within Elam as they 
confront their enemies. The phrase "dismayed before their enemies" signifies a profound psychological 
defeat, suggesting that their spirit and resolve will fail in the face of impending doom. God's "fierce 
anger" serves as the catalyst for their judgment, indicating that the punishment will be severe and 
characterized by divine retribution. The promise to "send the sword after them" indicates ongoing 
violence and conflict, with no respite for those who oppose God’s will. The phrase "till I have 
consumed them" underscores the totality of Elam's destruction, leaving no room for recovery or return. 
This verse powerfully illustrates God's unyielding justice and sovereignty over the fate of nations.

Jeremiah 49:38

Verse: "And I will set my throne in Elam, and will destroy from thence the king and the princes, saith 
the Lord."

In this verse, God announces that He will "set His throne in Elam," which signifies a shift in power and 
authority. By establishing His throne, God is asserting His divine right to govern and judge, replacing 
Elam's earthly rulers with His own sovereign rule. The promise to "destroy from thence the king and 
the princes" highlights that none of Elam’s leaders will escape the fate that befalls the nation. This 
serves to emphasize God's ability to bring down even the mightiest of rulers, reinforcing the idea that 
no earthly power can withstand His will. The phrase reflects both judgment and the establishment of 
God’s authority, showcasing His sovereignty over all nations and their rulers.



Jeremiah 49:39

Verse: "But it shall come to pass in the latter days, that I will bring again the captives of Elam, saith the 
Lord."

The final verse offers a glimmer of hope amidst the declarations of judgment and destruction. God 
reassures that "in the latter days," He will bring back the captives of Elam, suggesting a future 
restoration and redemption for those once scattered and lost. This pronouncement signifies God's 
commitment to ultimately redeem His people, even after severe judgment. The phrase "in the latter 
days" often resonates with themes of eschatology, hinting at a time when God's plan for restoration and 
reconciliation will come to fruition. This verse serves as a powerful reminder that while divine justice 
is a fundamental aspect of God's character, His mercy and grace ultimately prevail, ensuring hope and 
renewal even after calamity.

CHAPTER 50:

Jeremiah 50:1
"The word that the Lord spake against Babylon and against the land of the 
Chaldeans by Jeremiah the prophet."

In this opening verse, the authority of God's word is firmly established as being directed specifically 
against Babylon and the land of the Chaldeans, which were synonymous with power, cultural 
dominance, and idolatry during the time. Jeremiah, acting as God's prophet, serves as a messenger, 
indicating that the impending judgement was not arbitrary but the result of divine revelation. The 
mention of Babylon aptly signifies the height of human pride against God, and this prophecy initiates a 
series of declarations that would reveal not only God's displeasure with the people but also His 
intention to restore Israel. The choice of Babylon as a subject underscores the broader themes of sin, 
judgment, and hope for redemption.

Jeremiah 50:2
"Declare ye among the nations, and publish, and set up a standard; publish, and conceal not: say, 
Babylon is taken, Bel is confounded, Merodach is broken in pieces; her idols are confounded, her 
images are broken in pieces."

This verse emphasizes the call to proclaim the downfall of Babylon to the nations, advocating for 
transparency and urgency in delivering this message. The repetition of commands underscores the 
importance of spreading this news widely, as it symbolizes a significant shift in God's plans for His 
people. The mention of Bel and Merodach, two prominent deities of Babylon, highlights the futility of 
idol worship, as God demonstrates His supremacy over these false gods. The imagery of idols being 
broken further symbolizes the total collapse of Babylon's religious and cultural foundations. This 
announcement not only serves as a warning but also offers hope for the Israelites, assuring them of 
God's power and ability to intervene.



Jeremiah 50:3
"For out of the north there cometh up a nation against her, which shall make her land desolate, and 
none shall dwell therein: they shall remove, they shall depart, both man and beast."

In this verse, the prophet illustrates the emergence of a nation from the north destined to lay waste to 
Babylon. This invading force is often understood to be the Medes and Persians, who would ultimately 
conquer Babylon in 539 B.C. The prediction of desolation is stark, emphasizing a catastrophic event 
where the land becomes uninhabitable, signifying God’s judgement on a nation that had thrived on 
oppression and sinful living. The reference to "man and beast" underscores the comprehensive nature 
of this destruction; it is not just the human inhabitants who will suffer, but all creation will experience 
the repercussions, indicating the far-reaching implications of divine judgement on an unjust society.

Jeremiah 50:4
"In those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the children of Israel shall come, they and the children 
of Judah together, going and weeping: they shall go, and seek the Lord their God."

As the prophecy unfolds, a shift in tone occurs, focusing on the hope and restoration of Israel and 
Judah. The "days" and "that time" point to a future moment when the exiled people will return to their 
homeland, reflecting a deep yearning for reconciliation with God. The imagery of "going and weeping" 
conveys a sense of mourning, but it is also indicative of repentance. They are motivated by a desire to 
seek God, indicating a spiritual awakening after years of idolatry and separation. This verse portrays a 
pivotal moment in Israel's history: a return both physically to their land and spiritually to their covenant 
relationship with God, showcasing the themes of sorrow leading to restoration.

Jeremiah 50:5
"They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to 
the Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten."

The image portrayed here captures the heartfelt longing of the Israelites, as they strive to find their way 
back to Zion, the symbol of God's earthly dwelling and their national identity. The phrase "with their 
faces thitherward" illustrates a unifying direction towards restoration, emphasizing the community's 
intent to return to God’s presence. The willingness to form a "perpetual covenant" highlights a renewed 
commitment to serve God faithfully, contrasting sharply with their previous unfaithfulness. The notion 
that this covenant shall not be forgotten signals a transformation that involves not just a return to land 
but a re-establishment of a deep, enduring relationship with God. It embodies hope, renewal, and a 
collective resolve to uphold a life of fidelity to the Lord.

Jeremiah 50:6
"My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them to go astray, they have turned them 
away on the mountains: they have gone from mountain to hill, they have forgotten their restingplace."



This verse poignantly portrays God's people as "lost sheep," a powerful metaphor for their vulnerability 
and misguided journey. The "shepherds," likely referring to the leaders and spiritual guides, have failed 
in their duty to protect and lead the people toward righteousness. Instead, they have led the flock into 
confusion and despair, causing them to wander aimlessly across the mountains and hills, both literal 
and metaphorical, in search of comfort and direction. The imagery suggests a desperate search for 
stability and peace that ultimately remains unfulfilled, as they have "forgotten their resting place." This 
resting place symbolizes a relationship with God, a source of true comfort and security that they have 
abandoned. Here, the lament serves as a call to recognize the consequences of poor leadership and the 
need for true guidance back to God.

Jeremiah 50:7
"All that found them have devoured them: and their adversaries said, We offend not, because they have 
sinned against the Lord, the habitation of justice, even the Lord, the hope of their fathers."

This verse captures the bleak state of Israel, depicting them as prey for those who have taken advantage 
of their disobedience. The phrase "all that found them have devoured them" speaks to the relentless 
oppression faced by the people at the hands of their enemies, who rationalize their actions by 
attributing Israel’s suffering to their own failure to hold fast to God's ways. The reference to God as 
"the habitation of justice" and "the hope of their fathers" serves to remind the reader of the inherent 
righteousness and faithfulness of God, establishing a stark contrast between the character of God and 
the actions of Israel. This predicament reveals not only the consequences of forsaking their covenant 
with God but also sets the stage for a deeper understanding of the need for repentance and restoration.

Jeremiah 50:8
"Remove out of the midst of Babylon, and go forth out of the land of the Chaldeans; and be as the he 
goats before the flocks."

In this command, a divine instruction emerges urging the Israelites to flee Babylon and the land of the 
Chaldeans, an emphatic call for separation from their current state of oppression and sinfulness. The 
instruction to "remove" suggests more than a physical relocation; it signifies a necessary break from the 
influences of a godless society. The imagery of being "as the he goats before the flocks" implies a 
strategic and assertive departure. He-goats are known for leading the herd, and by suggesting that the 
Israelites should be like them, God is calling His people to take initiative in reclaiming their identity 
and purpose. This verse reflects not only a physical liberation but also a spiritual awakening, 
encouraging the people to embody faith, strength, and leadership as they embark on this journey back 
to God.

Jeremiah 50:9
"For, lo, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon an assembly of great nations from the north 
country: and they shall set themselves in array against her; from thence she shall be taken: their arrows 
shall be as of a mighty expert man; none shall return in vain."



Here, God reassures His people of His active role in their deliverance by confirming the rise of a 
formidable coalition of nations destined to confront Babylon. The phrase "assembly of great nations" 
conveys a sense of unity and purpose against a common adversary, signifying a divine orchestration of 
events where God mobilizes forces to execute judgment. The phrase “arrows shall be as of a mighty 
expert man” accentuates the precision and effectiveness of this assault, contrasting Babylon's 
impending destruction with their former arrogance and empowerment. The declaration "none shall 
return in vain" underscores the certainty of God's promise: this divine intervention will not be thwarted, 
and the judgement upon Babylon is assured. This offers a message of hope not only for the Israelites 
but also serves as a solemn warning to oppressors about the consequences of turning away from God.

Jeremiah 50:10
"And Chaldea shall be a spoil: all that spoil her shall be satisfied, saith the Lord."

This verse concludes the certainty of Babylon's downfall with a profound statement on the fate of the 
Chaldeans. The use of "Chaldea" emphasizes the broader implications for Babylon's culture and 
economic systems. The term "spoil" indicates that those who conquer Babylon will reap the rewards of 
their victory, showcasing the theme of divine justice where oppressors are brought low while others are 
lifted. The assurance "shall be satisfied" conveys a sense of completeness in the retribution; it indicates 
that the oppressors will experience fulfillment through their conquests. This verse reinforces the 
overarching theme of the chapter—God’s commitment to justice, ensuring that those who have long 
suffered under oppression will see their adversaries pay a price for their transgressions.

Jeremiah 50:11
"Because ye were glad, because ye rejoiced, O ye destroyers of mine heritage, because ye are grown fat 
as the heifer at grass, and bellow as bulls."

In this verse, a scathing indictment of Babylon is presented, noting their rejoicing at the misfortune of 
God's people. The use of "destroyers of mine heritage" poignantly identifies the Israelites as God's 
inheritance and underscores the gravity of Babylon's transgressions. The imagery of the fat heifer 
grazing and the bellowing bulls denotes abundance and prosperity, yet this is depicted negatively. It 
implies not just physical indulgence, but a spiritual depravity that blinds them to their actions' 
consequences. Such complacency in their sin leads to an inevitable downfall, as this joy at the expense 
of others sets them up for divine punishment. This verse calls attention to the principle that God takes 
note of how nations treat His people, reinforcing the moral fabric of justice woven throughout the 
prophetic message.

Jeremiah 50:12
"Your mother shall be sore confounded; she that bare you shall be ashamed: behold, the hindermost of 
the nations shall be a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert."

In this verse, Babylon's ultimate humiliation is vividly depicted through the metaphor of a mother who 
experiences shame for her wayward children. The "mother" represents Babylon itself, and her 



confounding and shame signify the decline from prestige to humiliation. Describing Babylon as "the 
hindermost of the nations" illustrates a complete reversal of fortune where a once-great power becomes 
nothing more than a desolate wasteland. The comparison to a "wilderness" and "dry land" serves to 
paint a graphic picture of desolation, emphasizing the spiritual and physical barrenness that results 
from their rebellion against God. This vivid imagery underscores the message of divine justice—what 
was once exalted will be humbled, and this downfall will serve as a reminder of the futility of pride and 
opposition to God's will.

Jeremiah 50:13
"Because of the wrath of the Lord it shall not be inhabited, but it shall be wholly desolate: every one 
that goeth by Babylon shall be astonished, and hiss at all her plagues."

This verse reinforces the theme of total desolation owing to God’s fierce wrath against Babylon. The 
stark declaration that it "shall not be inhabited" signifies a complete abandonment, reflecting the 
severity of the divine judgement. The phrase "wholly desolate" emphasizes the thoroughness of this 
desolation, suggesting that not a single remnant of life or civilization will remain. The astonishment of 
those who pass by Babylon will serve as a lasting testament to its ruin, transforming this once-thriving 
city into a warning. The act of hissing indicates both disdain and foreboding, serving as a strong 
reminder of the fate that befalls those who oppose God. This depiction underscores that God's 
judgement is not an isolated event but creates a historical narrative that others will heed.

Jeremiah 50:14
"Put yourselves in array against Babylon round about: all ye that bend the bow, shoot at her, spare no 
arrows: for she hath sinned against the Lord."

In this climactic verse, the call to arms is explicit with an urgent directive: prepare for battle against 
Babylon. The phrase "put yourselves in array" invokes a sense of military strategy and gathering forces, 
emphasizing readiness and determination to confront evil. The instruction to "shoot at her" and "spare 
no arrows" underlines the necessity of a relentless assault, reflecting the depth of Babylon’s offenses—
specifically their sins against God. This demonstrates that this fight is not just a political or military 
action, but also a moral and spiritual one, representing a stand for righteousness against corruption and 
idolatry. The urgency and intensity in this verse encapsulate the divine mandate for justice, positioning 
the invaders as instruments of God's judgment.

Jeremiah 50:15
"Shout against her round about: she hath given her hand: her foundations are fallen, her walls are 
thrown down: for it is the vengeance of the Lord: take vengeance upon her; as she hath done, do unto 
her."

In this verse, a clarion call for action emphasizes the right to proclaim loudly against Babylon, 
reiterating that their sin has consequences. The command to "shout against her" indicates not just a 
singular battle cry, but an overwhelming chorus from various nations joining in this proclamation of 



judgment. The phrases "her foundations are fallen, her walls are thrown down" symbolize a total 
collapse of security and strength—a powerful metaphor for God's dismantling of Babylon’s power. 
Notably, the reference to "the vengeance of the Lord" signifies the divine nature of this conflict; it is 
not simply revenge, but a righteous retribution that aligns with God’s justice. This verse encapsulates 
the principle of "as she hath done, do unto her," underscoring the idea of divine justice where each 
action results in a corresponding consequence.

Jeremiah 50:16
"Cut off the sower from Babylon, and him that handleth the sickle in the time of harvest: for fear of the 
oppressing sword they shall turn every one to his people, and they shall flee every one to his own land."

This verse paints a vivid picture of the complete and utter disruption of life in Babylon due to the 
impending judgment. The command to "cut off the sower" and "him that handleth the sickle" signifies a 
total cessation of agricultural activities, vital for survival, which will cripple the nation. This extreme 
disruption is orchestrated through fear; the "oppressing sword" drives people to abandon their homes 
and livelihoods, forcing a mass exodus back to their respective nations. The emphasis on fleeing to 
their "own land" underscores a profound loss of identity and belonging, revealing the deep 
psychological and sociopolitical ramifications of such judgement. This verse illustrates the far-reaching 
impact of divine retribution, affecting not just the military and political dimensions of Babylon but also 
its societal and cultural fabric.

Jeremiah 50:17
"Israel is a scattered sheep; the lions have driven him away: first the king of Assyria hath eaten him up; 
and last this Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon hath broken his bones."

In this poignant verse, the plight of Israel is starkly illustrated, equating them to "scattered sheep" who 
are vulnerable and lost. The mention of "lions" demonstrates the fierce power of the oppressors, with 
the "king of Assyria" and "Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon" identified as instruments of destruction 
that have devoured God's people. This metaphor of the lion preying upon the sheep captures both the 
brutality of conquest and Israel's helplessness in the face of overwhelming power. The contrasting 
references to Assyria and Babylon frame a historical narrative of oppression and suffering, as Israel's 
journey was marked by successive waves of invasion and devastation. This verse resonates with themes 
of loss, sorrow, and the need for redemption, highlighting God’s awareness of their desperate condition.

Jeremiah 50:18
"Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon 
and his land, as I have punished the king of Assyria."

In this declaration, God firmly asserts His intention to punish Babylon, aligning the fate of its king with 
that of Assyria. This promise illustrates God’s sovereignty and justice; just as Assyria faced the 
consequences of its transgressions, so too will Babylon. By explicitly naming the "king of Babylon," 
the text emphasizes accountability among its rulers, aligning the judgement not just against the people, 



but against leaders who perpetuate injustice. This prophetic assurance serves to fortify the Israelites in 
their suffering by reminding them of God’s power to enact justice, despite their current circumstances 
of pain and alienation. It offers hope, suggesting that God does not overlook sin, even when it appears 
as if the wicked prosper.

Jeremiah 50:19
"And I will bring Israel again to his habitation, and he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan, and his soul 
shall be satisfied upon mount Ephraim and Gilead."

Here, the promise of restoration shines brightly as God pledges to bring Israel back to their homeland, 
symbolically referred to as "his habitation." The mention of "Carmel" and "Bashan" reinforces an 
image of abundance; these areas were known for their fertile lands and rich pastures. This imagery 
illustrates a transformation from desolation to nourishment and contentment, representing peace and 
stability. The specific references to "mount Ephraim" and "Gilead" evoke profound memories of 
belonging and identity within the Promised Land, suggesting that the restoration includes a reclamation 
of not just physical space, but also spiritual heritage. This verse encapsulates hope and divine 
faithfulness, signifying that the journey has not ended in despair but is directed toward a future of 
fulfillment and satisfaction.

Jeremiah 50:20
"In those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall 
be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: for I will pardon them whom I reserve."

In this powerful concluding verse of the chapter, there is a shift toward a profound message of 
redemption and forgiveness. The declaration "there shall be none" indicates absolute removal of guilt, 
suggesting a purification of God's people who have repented and turned back to Him. The notion that 
the iniquity and sins of Israel and Judah will not be found reflects God’s restorative justice—He does 
not merely overlook their failings but actively erases them as a result of His grace. The reference to "I 
will pardon them whom I reserve" highlights God's sovereign choice, highlighting the compassionate 
aspect of divine judgment. This promise signifies a new beginning, an opportunity for reconciliation 
and renewed covenant relationship with God. It stands as a beacon of hope for all who seek mercy, 
reaffirming the themes of God’s faithfulness and the transformative power of repentance.

Jeremiah 50:21

"Go up against the land of Merathaim, even against it, and against the inhabitants of Pekod: 
waste and utterly destroy after them, saith the LORD, and do according to all that I have 
commanded thee."

In this verse, God issues a directive to His people, instructing them to go up against Merathaim and 
Pekod, which are symbolic names representing Babylon and its inhabitants. Merathaim means 'double 
rebellion,' indicating the twin sins and idolatries of Babylon. Pekod can be linked to punitive measures, 
suggesting the judgment that awaits the Babylonians. The imperative here emphasizes the thoroughness 



required in executing God's command—‘waste and utterly destroy’ reflects the severity of divine 
judgment meant for a nation characterized by defiance against God. This call to arms serves as both a 
warning and a fulfillment of prophecy, demonstrating God's sovereignty over nations and His 
commitment to justice.

Jeremiah 50:22

"A sound of battle is in the land, and of great destruction."

This verse vividly portrays the chaos and tumult that accompanies the divine judgment against 
Babylon. The ‘sound of battle’ suggests an imminent military confrontation, indicating that the 
upheaval and conflict have reached a climactic point where the forces of God are at work against the 
city. The phrase ‘great destruction’ captures not just the physical chaos but also the moral and spiritual 
collapse of a society that has turned against the Creator. This verse serves as a sobering reminder of the 
consequences of sin and disobedience, depicting the inevitable clash between divine authority and 
human rebellion.

Jeremiah 50:23

"How is the hammer of the whole earth cut asunder and broken! how is Babylon become a 
desolation among the nations!"

Here, Babylon is metaphorically referred to as 'the hammer of the whole earth,' highlighting its role in 
wielding power and enforcing dominance over other nations. The imagery of a hammer suggests 
strength and the ability to shape or destroy. However, its demise—indicated by being ‘cut asunder and 
broken’—illustrates the dramatic reversal of fortunes that can occur when a nation strays from 
righteousness. The transition of Babylon from a position of supremacy to ‘a desolation among the 
nations’ reflects the broader theme of divine justice at work, where pride and arrogance lead to 
downfall. This serves as a stark warning about the temporal nature of human power and the certainty of 
divine retribution.

Jeremiah 50:24

"I have laid a snare for thee, and thou art also taken, O Babylon, and thou wast not aware: thou 
art found, and also caught, because thou hast striven against the LORD."

In this verse, the metaphor of a snare indicates that Babylon, despite its might, is ultimately ensnared 
by its own actions and sins against God. The irony highlighted here is that Babylon is caught without 
awareness—their arrogance blinds them from seeing the consequences of their rebellion. This loss of 
perception emphasizes the futility of opposing divine will. The verse serves as a powerful indictment 
against the city’s pride, illustrating the dark reality that those who fight against God are destined for 
failure. It presents a divine strategy—a trap laid out, demonstrating that no one can successfully 
contend against the Lord Almighty.



Jeremiah 50:25

"The LORD hath opened his armory, and hath brought forth the weapons of his indignation: for 
this is the work of the Lord GOD of hosts in the land of the Chaldeans."

God’s 'armory' symbolizes divine judgment and the tools necessary for executing His will. The act of 
bringing forth 'the weapons of his indignation' portrays a dramatic unveiling of God’s power and 
authority to exact justice, particularly upon Babylon—a city known for its wickedness and idolatry. 
This is not merely a political upheaval; it’s a divine act of retribution orchestrated by the Lord Himself. 
The reference to 'the land of the Chaldeans' underscores the specific targeting of Babylon and its 
inhabitants, revealing that God’s judgment is not arbitrary but a calculated response to the sins 
committed against Him. This verse reinforces the notion of divine sovereignty and the certainty that 
God's will prevails.

Jeremiah 50:26

"Come against her from the utmost border, open her storehouses: cast her up as heaps, and 
destroy her utterly: let nothing of her be left."

This verse contains a series of commands that underline the totality of Babylon’s destruction. The call 
to 'come against her from the utmost border' signifies a comprehensive siege, emphasizing that there is 
no escape for Babylon from God’s judgment. The reference to ‘storehouses’ highlights Babylon’s 
wealth and resources, which are to be plundered, illustrating how God will strip away the pride and 
power that the city once held. The instructions to 'cast her up as heaps' and 'destroy her utterly' 
reinforce the theme of complete annihilation. This totality serves as a caution against the arrogance of 
those who oppose God’s purposes, providing a clear picture of divine justice in action—the erasure of 
all that is contrary to His will.

Jeremiah 50:27

"Slay all her bullocks; let them go down to the slaughter: woe unto them! for their day is come, 
the time of their visitation."

Here, ‘bullocks’ symbolizes the leadership and powerful figures of Babylon, who are destined for 
judgment. The instruction to slay them emphasizes the impending doom that awaits those who have led 
the nation astray. The phrase 'woe unto them' expresses sorrowful judgment, indicating that the leaders 
will face severe consequences for their actions. The 'day is come' signifies the fulfillment of prophetic 
declarations regarding the downfall of Babylon, marking a significant moment of reckoning. The term 
'time of their visitation' highlights that this is a divinely appointed moment—a time for God to address 
the injustice and sinfulness of Babylon, reminding readers of the reality of divine accountability.

Jeremiah 50:28

"The voice of them that flee and escape out of the land of Babylon declare in Zion the vengeance 
of the LORD our God, the vengeance of his temple."



This verse depicts the aftermath of Babylon’s destruction, where those who escape are tasked with 
carrying the news of God’s vengeance back to Zion (Jerusalem). Their voices serve as testament to the 
reality of God’s judgment that has unfolded, reinforcing the message that God is attentive to the 
suffering of His people and acts against their oppressors. The emphasis on 'vengeance of the LORD' 
and 'vengeance of his temple' signifies not only retribution against Babylon for their sins but also a 
restoration for Israel and a vindication of God’s holy name. It highlights the interconnectedness of 
divine justice and the sanctity of God's dwelling place, emphasizing that God ultimately protects what 
is sacred.

Jeremiah 50:29

"Call together the archers against Babylon: all ye that bend the bow, camp against it round 
about; let none thereof escape: recompense her according to her work; according to all that she 
hath done, do unto her: for she hath been proud against the LORD, against the Holy One of 
Israel."

This call to 'archers' depicts a strategic military gathering intended to ensure the complete capture of 
Babylon. The instructions to not let any escape enforce the totality of God’s judgment. The appeal for 
recompense 'according to her work' suggests a principle of divine justice—Babylon’s pride and 
rebellion against God will be matched by her downfall. The verse explicitly identifies pride as a central 
sin against God, asserting that it is not only a personal failing but an affront to the very holiness of God. 
This emphasizes the severity of Babylon’s sins and provides a warning to all who might lead lives 
characterized by arrogance and defiance against God.

Jeremiah 50:30

"Therefore shall her young men fall in the streets, and all her men of war shall be cut off in that 
day, saith the LORD."

Here, the impending fate of Babylon's young men and warriors reflects the devastating impact of divine 
judgment. The imagery of young men falling in the streets paints a stark picture of chaos and violence, 
highlighting how even the strongest defenders of Babylon will be rendered powerless against God’s 
might. This serves to demonstrate the totality and indiscriminate nature of the destruction—no one can 
withstand the judgment of God, regardless of their status or strength. The phrase 'in that day' signals a 
specific prophetic fulfillment, reinforcing God's timing and ultimate control over the events unfolding 
in history.

Jeremiah 50:31

"Behold, I am against thee, O thou most proud, saith the Lord GOD of hosts: for thy day is come, 
the time that I will visit thee."

In this verse, God directly addresses Babylon as 'the most proud,' highlighting the primary sin that 
ultimately leads to its destruction. The declaration, 'I am against thee,' underscores the severity of God's 
judgment, representing a direct confrontation with the arrogance that defines the Babylonian empire. 
The phrase 'the time that I will visit thee' signifies the looming inevitability of divine reckoning—a 



moment when God acts decisively against pride. This verse serves as a powerful reminder of God’s 
opposition to haughtiness, reinforcing the scriptural truth that humility is better than pride when 
standing before God.

Jeremiah 50:32

"And the most proud shall stumble and fall, and none shall raise him up: and I will kindle a fire 
in his cities, and it shall devour all round about him."

This verse conveys the certainty of the downfall of Babylon’s pride and its subsequent consequences. 
The imagery of 'stumble and fall' indicates a sudden and irrevocable loss of status, a divine response to 
the arrogance that characterized Babylon. The phrase ‘none shall raise him up’ illustrates the finality of 
this destruction; there will be no recovery or restoration for a nation that has turned from God. The ‘fire 
in his cities’ symbolizes both physical destruction and divine wrath, emphasizing the pervasive nature 
of judgment that will engulf the entire city. This verse serves as a stark warning about the dangers of 
pride and the ultimate fate that awaits those who defy God.

Jeremiah 50:33

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The children of Israel and the children of Judah were oppressed 
together: and all that took them captives held them fast; they refused to let them go."

This verse highlights the collective suffering of Israel and Judah under Babylonian oppression. The 
phrase 'oppressed together' signifies a shared fate among God’s people, emphasizing their unity in 
suffering and the injustice they collectively face at the hands of their captors. The mention of captors 
who 'held them fast' underscores the enduring and unyielding nature of Babylon’s grip on God’s people
—indicating both physical captivity and spiritual bondage. This recognition of suffering serves to 
reinforce the theme of divine vindication as God promises to act on behalf of His people, ultimately 
leading to liberation and restoration.

Jeremiah 50:34

"Their Redeemer is strong; the LORD of hosts is his name: he shall thoroughly plead their cause, 
that he may give rest to the land, and disquiet the inhabitants of Babylon."

The tone of this verse shifts as it reaffirms the power and strength of God as Israel’s 'Redeemer.' The 
use of ‘strong’ suggests that unlike Babylon, God is mighty and fully equipped to deliver His people. 
The promise that He will 'thoroughly plead their cause' illustrates divine advocacy, assuring the 
oppressed that their grievances will be heard and addressed. The contrast between bringing 'rest to the 
land' and creating 'disquiet among the inhabitants of Babylon' highlights the dual outcomes of divine 
judgment—peace for God's people and turmoil for their oppressors. This verse is an assurance of hope, 
emphasizing the protective and redemptive nature of God, contrasting with Babylon's inevitable fall.

Jeremiah 50:35

"A sword is upon the Chaldeans, saith the LORD, and upon the inhabitants of Babylon, and 
upon her princes, and upon her wise men."



In this verse, God declares a ‘sword’ upon various groups within Babylon—indicative of judgment that 
will strike all levels of society, from common citizens to leaders and wise men. This serves to illustrate 
the comprehensive nature of the forthcoming calamity, ensuring that no one is exempt from facing the 
consequences of national sins. The use of 'the Chaldeans' indicates the ethnic identity of Babylon’s 
rulers—underscoring that the divine judgment encompasses the entire ruling class and their advisors. 
This emphasis on total destruction reinforces the idea that pride, sin, and idolatry will ultimately lead to 
downfall, leaving no room for the wise or powerful to escape justice.

Jeremiah 50:36

"A sword is upon the liars; and they shall dote: a sword is upon her mighty men; and they shall 
be dismayed."

This verse points specifically to the consequences that await both deceivers and the mighty in Babylon. 
The 'sword upon the liars' indicates a focus on those who perpetrate falsehood and deception—central 
problems that lead to societal corruption. The phrase ‘shall dote’ suggests mental instability or a loss of 
sanity among those who have thrived on lies. Meanwhile, the ‘mighty men’ facing dismay reinforces 
the idea that even the strongest warriors will be affected by God’s judgment, yielding to fear rather than 
showing strength. This combination portrays a society in ruin where not only the weak are punished, 
but also those who pride themselves on power and intelligence, signifying the thoroughness of divine 
justice.

Jeremiah 50:37

"A sword is upon their horses, and upon their chariots, and upon all the mingled people that are 
in the midst of her; and they shall become as women: a sword is upon her treasures; and they 
shall be robbed."

This verse emphasizes the impending doom that will befall Babylon’s military might and economic 
resources. The declaration that a 'sword is upon their horses and chariots' signifies that even their 
military might will fail against divine judgment. The mention of 'mingled people' highlights the 
diversity within Babylon but also alerts to the vulnerability of all who reside within its walls, regardless 
of their origins. The description of strong men becoming ‘as women’ evokes an image of disgrace and 
helplessness—a profound demoralization that results from God’s intervention. Lastly, the 'sword upon 
her treasures' indicates the complete stripping away of Babylon’s wealth, ensuring that their greed and 
excess will not go unpunished, manifesting in total loss and ruin.

Jeremiah 50:38

"A drought is upon her waters; and they shall be dried up: for it is the land of graven images, 
and they are mad upon their idols."

In this verse, the judgment is portrayed through the metaphor of drought, symbolizing not just a 
physical lack of water but also a spiritual desolation. The drying up of waters signifies the cessation of 
sustenance and life, marking a stark contrast to Babylon’s previously thriving and indulgent lifestyle. 
The phrase ‘land of graven images’ points to the idolatrous practices that have defined Babylonian 



culture, reflecting the futility of reliance on false gods. The declaration that they are 'mad upon their 
idols' emphasizes the insanity of pursuing something so hollow and destructive; this reveals the 
ultimate folly of idolatry. Thus, God’s judgment encompasses both the physical and spiritual realms, 
ensuring that no aspect of Babylon's corrupted society is left unaddressed.

Jeremiah 50:39

"Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild beasts of the island shall dwell there, and 
the owls shall dwell therein: and it shall be no more inhabited for ever; neither shall it be dwelt in 
from generation to generation."

This verse depicts the complete desolation that will befall Babylon following its judgment. The 
mention of 'wild beasts of the desert' and 'wild beasts of the island' indicates that what was once a 
thriving city will become a wasteland, overtaken by nature and wildlife. The use of ‘owls’ symbolizes 
desolation, as these creatures often inhabit abandoned places, reinforcing the idea that Babylon will be 
forsaken and uninhabitable. The phrase ‘not be dwelt in from generation to generation’ underscores the 
permanence of this devastation; it will serve as a stark warning to future generations about the 
consequences of sin and rebellion against God. This imagery serves to evoke a profound sense of loss, 
emphasizing the weight of the judgment that has been executed.

Jeremiah 50:40

"As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbor cities thereof, saith the LORD; so 
shall no man abide there, neither shall any son of man dwell therein."

In this verse, the reference to Sodom and Gomorrah serves as a powerful historical precedent for divine 
judgment against immorality and rebellion. Just as those cities were completely destroyed due to their 
wickedness, so too will Babylon face an irreversible demise. The phrase ‘as God overthrew’ evokes a 
sense of finality and completeness, illustrating that the same fate awaits those who defy divine will. 
The declaration that 'no man abide there' reinforces the utter desolation that will characterize Babylon 
after its fall, emphasizing that the land will be left empty and devoid of life. This serves both as a 
warning and a reminder of God’s holiness and the serious consequences of not adhering to His 
commandments.

Jeremiah 50:41

"Behold, a people shall come from the north, and a great nation, and many kings shall be raised 
up from the coasts of the earth."

This verse introduces the prophecy of the incoming judgment through a great nation from the north, 
widely interpreted to symbolize the Medes and Persians who would rise against Babylon. The phrase 
'great nation' signifies a formidable power equipped to execute God’s plans of judgment. The mention 
of 'many kings raised up from the coasts of the earth' illustrates the far-reaching impact of this northern 
invasion, hinting at a coalition of powers poised to challenge Babylon. This foreshadows the shift in 
power dynamics, indicating that God is orchestrating the rise of these nations as instruments of His 
divine will—a powerful reminder that He can mobilize any force to fulfill His purposes.



Jeremiah 50:42

"They shall hold the bow and the lance: they are cruel, and will not show mercy: their voice shall 
roar like the sea, and they shall ride upon horses, everyone put in array, like a man for the battle 
against thee, O daughter of Babylon."

In this verse, the preparation for battle is vividly painted through imagery of archers and lancers—
symbols of impending aggression and cruelty. The reference to the invaders as 'cruel' and ‘will not 
show mercy’ emphasizes the ferocity of these forces, indicating that they will carry out God’s judgment 
without pity. The comparison of their roaring voice to 'the sea' conveys an overwhelming and powerful 
presence, instilling fear and anxiety. The phrase 'everyone put in array' highlights the organized and 
disciplined nature of the invading force, suggesting a sense of inevitability about their success against 
Babylon. This depiction reinforces the idea that divine judgment is not just an abstract concept but is 
personified through these determined and militarily capable nations.

Jeremiah 50:43

"The king of Babylon hath heard the report of them, and his hands waxed feeble: anguish took 
hold of him, and pangs as of a woman in travail."

This verse captures the psychological impact of the impending invasion upon the king of Babylon. The 
phrase 'his hands waxed feeble' illustrates the crippling fear that overtakes the ruler faced with such 
overwhelming odds. 'Anguish' gripping him likens his distress to the painful labor of a woman in 
travail, underscoring the intense and inescapable reality of the situation. This fear highlights the futility 
of relying on power when faced with divine judgment, signaling that even the mightiest can be brought 
low. The emotional turmoil of the king serves to illustrate how all of Babylon's defenses cannot shield 
it from God's impending judgment—portraying the inevitable collapse of a once-great empire in the 
face of divine wrath.

Jeremiah 50:44

"Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of Jordan unto the habitation of the 
strong: but I will make them suddenly run away from her: and who is a chosen man, that I may 
appoint over her? for who is like me? and who will appoint me the time? and who is that 
shepherd that will stand before me?"

In this verse, God compares the invading forces to a fierce lion coming from the Jordan River, 
suggesting both power and predatory strength as they approach Babylon. The 'habitation of the strong' 
signifies the fortified defenses that will ultimately prove inadequate against this ferocious advance. The 
declaration that God will make the lion’s prey flee symbolizes the divine backing that guarantees 
victory for the invaders. The rhetorical questions presented emphasize God’s unique authority and 
capability—no one can rival Him in strength or wisdom, nor can any leader or shepherd stand against 
His will. This serves to reinforce God's sovereignty, as He alone determines the fate of nations, 
including who will lead and the timing of judgment.



Jeremiah 50:45

"Therefore hear ye the counsel of the LORD, that he hath taken against Babylon; and his 
purposes that he hath purposed against the land of the Chaldeans: surely the least of the flock 
shall draw them out: surely he shall make their habitation desolate with them."

This verse emphasizes the certainty of God's counsel and purpose against Babylon. The call to 'hear ye 
the counsel of the LORD' beckons the listeners to acknowledge the gravity of God’s intent as it 
unfolds. The metaphor of 'the least of the flock' indicates that even the most insignificant among the 
invaders can successfully draw out the powerful Babylonians, suggesting that God can use humble 
means to fulfill His grand design. The vision of desolation foreshadows total ruin, emphasizing that the 
prophecy against Babylon is irrevocable. This reassurance serves to affirm to Israel that God’s 
judgment is just and inescapable, while also reflecting the overarching theme of divine justice and the 
futility of human pride against God’s will.

Jeremiah 50:46

"At the noise of the taking of Babylon the earth is moved, and the cry is heard among the 
nations."

In this final verse, the destruction of Babylon creates such turmoil that it resonates throughout the earth. 
The phrase 'the earth is moved' suggests not just physical shaking but also signifies profound disruption 
and change in the world order as a result of Babylon's downfall. This dramatic response to the taking of 
Babylon emphasizes the significance of its fall, serving as a pivotal moment in history that sends 
ripples through neighboring nations. The 'cry is heard among the nations' illustrates the widespread 
reaction to the event, highlighting how the consequences of sin extend beyond the individual nation to 
affect the global stage. This culminates in a powerful and sobering reminder that God’s judgment is 
both imminent and impactful, affecting not just the wicked but invoking a response from all of creation. 

CHAPTER 51:

Jeremiah 51:1

“Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will raise up against Babylon, and against them that dwell in the 
midst of them that rise up against me, a destroying wind.”
In this introductory verse, God proclaims His imminent action against Babylon, a city representing not 
just a geographical location but also a symbol of oppression and idolatry. The phrase “destroying wind” 
suggests a powerful and uncontrollable force that will sweep through the city, bringing destruction and 
chaos. This metaphor underscores the Lord's sovereignty and capability to employ natural elements as 
instruments of His judgment. It emphasizes the seriousness of Babylon's rebellion against God, as the 
divine plan is set into motion to address their arrogance and hostility toward Him.

Jeremiah 51:2

“And will send unto Babylon fanners, that shall fan her, and shall empty her land: for in the day 
of trouble they shall be against her round about.”



In this verse, God elaborates on the methods He will use in His judgment against Babylon. The 
"fanners" are likened to those who separate grain from chaff, indicating purging and cleansing actions 
being taken against the city. This imagery portrays an intense process of judgment where the land will 
ultimately be left desolate. The verse underscores the comprehensive nature of Babylon’s downfall; it 
will not only be besieged but completely emptied, emphasizing that God’s wrath involves total 
devastation. As this destruction unfolds, Babylon will find itself encircled by its enemies, showcasing 
their impending vulnerability and helplessness.

Jeremiah 51:3

“Against him that bendeth let the archer bend his bow, and against him that lifteth up himself in 
his brigandine: and spare ye not her young men; destroy ye utterly all her host.”
This verse depicts the call to arms against Babylon, illustrating a fierce military offensive with archers 
ready to strike. The emphasis on not sparing even the young men reflects the totality of the destruction 
God commands; this is not merely a strike against a city but a thorough dismantling of its military 
integrity and societal structures. The mention of the “brigandine” denotes armor, symbolizing pride and 
power among Babylon's warriors. God is declaring that all layers of Babylon's defense will be 
dismantled, and this pronounced annihilation serves a divine purpose of administering justice against 
the backdrop of the nation’s significant moral and spiritual failings.

Jeremiah 51:4

“Thus the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans, and they that are thrust through in her 
streets.”
In this verse, the grim reality of battlefield carnage is laid bare. The imagery of slain soldiers strewn 
across the land and in the streets of Babylon captures the devastation wrought by God's judgment. The 
"Chaldeans" refers specifically to the Babylonian people, highlighting that their identity is intertwined 
with their impending doom. The public visibility of such carnage signifies not only military defeat but 
a colossal national tragedy that resonates with the wider implications of moral corruption and idolatry. 
This verse serves as a grim reminder of the consequences of sin and rebellion against God, portraying a 
bleak landscape marked by destruction.

Jeremiah 51:5

“For Israel hath not been forsaken, nor Judah of his God, of the Lord of hosts; though their land 
was filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel.”
In stark contrast to Babylon’s fate, this verse reassures that Israel and Judah have not been entirely 
abandoned by God, despite their transgressions. The mention of “the Holy One of Israel” emphasizes 
God’s holiness and justice, but also His mercy and dedication to His covenant people. It acknowledges 
their sin while affirming God's enduring relationship with them. This is a powerful declaration of 
divine fidelity, offering hope amidst judgment; it serves as a reminder that even when faced with 
consequence, God remains committed to His people, promising restoration despite their failings.



Jeremiah 51:6

“Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off in her iniquity; 
for this is the time of the Lord's vengeance, and he will render unto her a recompense.”
Here, God issues a clarion call for the faithful to escape from Babylon before the impending judgment 
arrives. The urgency of the admonition emphasizes the necessity of personal responsibility in the face 
of divine punishment. The phrase “deliver every man his soul” highlights both physical and spiritual 
salvation, urging individuals to extricate themselves from the societal corruption permeating the city. 
This verse underlines the concept of divine vengeance, showcasing God’s intention to execute justice 
upon Babylon for its multitude of sins. It is a vivid reminder that those who are complicit in 
wrongdoing face dire consequences—while those who choose righteousness are beckoned toward 
safety and liberation.

Jeremiah 51:7

“Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord's hand, that made all the earth drunken: the 
nations have drunken of her wine; therefore the nations are mad.”
This verse presents an evocative metaphor of Babylon as a "golden cup" that serves intoxicating drink 
to the nations, symbolizing the seductive allure of her power, wealth, and idolatry. People across the 
earth have been lured into her ways, leading to widespread moral decline and madness stemming from 
idolatry and sin. This imagery illustrates the pervasive influence of Babylon, which intoxicates the 
surrounding nations, rendering them spiritually disoriented. God reveals how Babylon's seductive 
offerings have led to the collective downfall of many, thus signaling that the divine judgment not only 
targets Babylon but also addresses the wider repercussions of her influence on the world.

Jeremiah 51:8

“Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed: howl for her; take balm for her pain, if so be she may 
be healed.”
In a swift proclamation of judgment, this verse details the sudden collapse of Babylon. The word 
“suddenly” indicates the unexpected nature of this destruction, underscoring God’s sovereign will in 
enacting judgment. The call to “howl” reflects the grief and lamentation for what was once a mighty 
city, while the mention of balm implies attempts to heal or soothe the wound of loss. Yet it is clear that 
such attempts may be in vain, as God’s judgment is decisive. This reflects the depth of sorrow and 
tragic inevitability that accompanies divine judgment, acknowledging that the consequences of sin 
cannot be easily reversed, marking the end of an era filled with pride and rebellion against God.

Jeremiah 51:9

“We would have healed Babylon, but she is not healed: forsake her, and let us go everyone into 
his own country: for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to the skies.”
This verse communicates a grim realization that the efforts to restore Babylon are futile. The longing to 
"heal" reflects the desire among nations or individuals associated with Babylon, yet it becomes clear 
that the extent of her sin has made healing impossible. The instruction to “forsake her” indicates a plea 
for separation from a doomed entity, urging individuals to return to their homelands for safety. The 



imagery of judgment “reaching unto heaven” signifies the magnitude of Babylon’s offenses against 
God, suggesting that divine justice has escalated to a point where it can no longer be ignored. This 
acknowledgment of impending judgment adds a weighty gravity to the call for repentance and 
withdrawal from such a corrupting influence.

Jeremiah 51:10

“The Lord hath brought forth our righteousness: come, and let us declare in Zion the work of the 
Lord our God.”
In this verse, a proclamation of vindication arises among God's people. The acknowledgment that “the 
Lord hath brought forth our righteousness” indicates that God is the source of their deliverance, 
highlighting His role as the defender of justice. There is a clarion call to proclaim God’s works in Zion, 
reinforcing the idea that while Babylon faces destruction, there is cause for celebration and declaration 
among God’s faithful who will witness His righteousness in action. This embodies a critical turning 
point where the narrative shifts from despair to hope, showcasing that divine intervention leads to 
restoration for those who remain faithful to God.

Jeremiah 51:11

“Make bright the arrows; gather the shields: the Lord hath raised up the spirit of the kings of the 
Medes: for his device is against Babylon, to destroy it; because it is the vengeance of the Lord, the 
vengeance of his temple.”
This verse emphasizes the preparation for war against Babylon, indicating the urgency and seriousness 
of the conflict. The call to “make bright the arrows” and “gather the shields” conveys a readiness for 
military action. God is depicted here as raising the spirit of the Medes, who will serve as instruments of 
His divine vengeance against Babylon. The motivation for this assault is clear—God's temple has been 
outraged and desecrated by Babylon’s idolatry. This shows that God’s judgment is not merely punitive 
but also protective of His holiness and the sanctity of His dwelling among His people, reinforcing 
themes of divine justice and rightful vengeance.

Jeremiah 51:12

“Set up the standard upon the walls of Babylon, make the watch strong, set up the watchmen, 
prepare the ambushes: for the Lord hath both devised and done that which he spake against the 
inhabitants of Babylon.”
In this verse, strategic military preparations are declared to fortify the assault on Babylon. The imagery 
of setting up standards and watchmen denotes vigilance and readiness for the coming conflict. The 
emphasis on ambushes reveals a tactical approach and the element of surprise in the types of operations 
God intends for the Medes. Importantly, the phrase “the Lord hath both devised and done” underscores 
God’s sovereignty and faithfulness in fulfilling His promises of judgment. This marks a pivotal 
moment where human efforts align with divine purpose, reflecting the interplay of God’s providence 
and human actions in the fulfillment of divine plans.



Jeremiah 51:13

“O thou that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in treasures, thine end is come, and the 
measure of thy covetousness is accomplished.”
This verse addresses Babylon’s wealth and abundance, depicted through the metaphor of “many 
waters” which represents not just its geographical dominance but also its deluge of resources. However, 
it starkly proclaims the conclusion of Babylon’s prosperity, indicating that its days of lavishness are 
numbered. The mention of “the measure of thy covetousness” implies that God has seen the extent of 
Babylon's greed and exploitation of others, leading to an unavoidable reckoning. This serves as a 
cautionary reminder of the transient nature of worldly riches and power when disconnected from 
righteousness and God’s justice.

Jeremiah 51:14

“The Lord of hosts hath sworn by himself, saying, Surely I will fill thee with men, as with 
caterpillars; and they shall lift up a shout against thee.”
In this verse, a powerful declaration of divine intention is reinforced through God's oath. The image of 
being filled “as with caterpillars” evokes a scene of overwhelming invasion and destruction. 
Caterpillars, known for their voracious appetites and swarming behavior, symbolize the relentless and 
consuming nature of the forces God will unleash against Babylon. The proclamation that “they shall lift 
up a shout against thee” signifies not only their numbers but also their intent to celebrate in victory over 
Babylon’s downfall. This verse passionately emphasizes that God's judgment will be thorough and 
complete, underscoring His authority over all earthly kingdoms, as He fulfills His promises of 
vengeance.

Jeremiah 51:15

“He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath 
stretched out the heaven by his understanding.”
This verse offers a majestic reminder of God's creative power and wisdom. The language ascribes to 
God the authority of the Creator who formed the earth and established its order, highlighting His 
omnipotence and omniscience. By establishing this foundational truth about God's nature in the context 
of judgment against Babylon, the verse reassures that this judgment comes from the authority of the 
one who has the ultimate claim over all creation. This declaration reinforces the understanding that 
God’s actions—whether in creation or in retribution—are grounded in His perfect wisdom and 
understanding, assuring that His judgment is both just and right.

Jeremiah 51:16

“When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens; and he causeth the 
vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth: he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth 
the wind out of his treasures.”
Continuing the theme from the previous verse, this passage further illustrates God's sovereign control 
over nature. The imagery of His voice causing a multitude of waters reflects His authority over the 
elements, portraying Him as not just a deity of judgment but also a master of creation. With 



descriptions of vapor rising and lightning amidst rain, the verse portrays His intricate governance of the 
natural order. This acknowledgment suggests that, just as God orchestrates the movements of the 
heavens and the earth, He similarly directs the course of nations and their destinies, including 
Babylon’s impending judgment. It emphasizes God’s power as both creator and enactor of justice, 
reinforcing His dominion over all circumstances.

Jeremiah 51:17

“Every man is brutish by his knowledge; every founder is confounded by the graven image: for 
his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them.”
This verse reflects on the futility of idolatry, asserting that human wisdom apart from God is 
fundamentally flawed (“brutish”). The term “founder” refers to those who create idols, and the verse 
exclaims that they are confounded by their own creations. The repeated assertion that these molten 
images are “falsehood” emphasizes the emptiness of idol worship, highlighting that such objects lack 
the life-giving Spirit of God. This critique of idolatry serves to reinforce the foolishness of placing faith 
in created things rather than the Creator, establishing a clear distinction between the living God and the 
meaningless objects crafted by human hands. This sets a broader stage for understanding the deeper 
moral failings that Babylon embodies.

Jeremiah 51:18

“They are vanity, the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish.”
In this verse, the prophet Jeremiah proclaims the ultimate fate of idols, defining them as “vanity” and 
“the work of errors.” This language underscores their insubstantial nature, emphasizing that they are 
born from human sinfulness and misunderstanding. The statement about their destruction during “the 
time of their visitation” conveys a prophetic certainty that God will judge not just Babylon but also its 
idols, marking the end of their significance. This verse serves as a stark warning about the inherent 
risks of relying on falsehood, foreshadowing the coming days when all that opposes the true God will 
face divine retribution, reinforcing the biblical principle that all false worship will ultimately lead to 
ruin.

Jeremiah 51:19

“The portion of Jacob is not like them; for he is the former of all things: and Israel is the rod of 
his inheritance; the Lord of hosts is his name.”
This verse presents a poignant contrast between the false gods of Babylon and the true God of Israel. 
Here, “the portion of Jacob” signifies the unique relationship and inheritance that Israel has in God as 
opposed to the lifelessness of idols. Jeremiah emphasizes that God is the creator of all things, 
establishing His authority over the cosmos, while Israel is referred to as the “rod of his inheritance,” 
denoting a special status and purpose within God’s divine plan. The mention of the “Lord of hosts” 
evokes His might and sovereignty over all armies, both earthly and heavenly. This serves as a powerful 
declaration of hope and identity for God’s people, reinforcing their distinct position amid the 
surrounding idolatrous culture of Babylon.



Jeremiah 51:20

“Thou art my battle axe and weapons of war: for with thee will I break in pieces the nations, and 
with thee will I destroy kingdoms.”
In this striking verse, God presents Israel as a divinely appointed instrument of His justice and power. 
The metaphor of Israel being a “battle axe and weapons of war” illustrates that they will be the means 
through which God enacts His judgment upon the nations, particularly Babylon. This imagery speaks to 
the active role that God’s people play in His plans, signifying empowerment and authority as well as 
responsibility. The emphatic declaration of breaking nations and destroying kingdoms highlights the 
scope of God's intended action—not merely limited to Babylon but extending to all kingdoms that 
oppose His will. Here, God reassures His people of their strength in Him, indicating that He will not 
abandon them in the face of opposition.

Jeremiah 51:21

“And with thee will I break in pieces the horse and his rider; and with thee will I break in pieces 
the chariot and his rider.”
This verse continues from the previous one, amplifying the promise of victory that God offers through 
His people. The imagery of breaking “the horse and his rider” serves as a vivid metaphor for 
overcoming military power and prowess. It highlights that no force, no matter how formidable or swift, 
can withstand God's judgment when executed through His chosen instruments. By declaring that He 
will dismantle both the chariots and their riders, God emphasizes the complete nature of His victory 
over Babylon and its military might. This proclamation instills confidence and assurance among God’s 
people that they are equipped to achieve divine purposes against overwhelming odds.

Jeremiah 51:22

“With thee also will I break in pieces man and woman; and with thee will I break in pieces old 
and young; and with thee will I break in pieces the young man and the maiden.”
This verse reinforces the totality of divine judgment by emphasizing that God will break down all 
social strata within Babylon—men and women, young and old, without exception. The repetition of 
“with thee will I break in pieces” signifies that God’s instruments will play an active role in the 
execution of His justice, underscoring the intent behind this judgment as comprehensive and 
unyielding. By including all demographics, God makes it clear that sin has far-reaching consequences, 
impacting every layer of society. This unrelenting portrayal of judgment serves as a sobering reminder 
that rebellion against God ultimately leads to collective destruction.

Jeremiah 51:23

“I will also break in pieces with thee the shepherd and his flock; and with thee will I break in 
pieces the husbandman and his yoke of oxen; and with thee will I break in pieces captains and 
rulers.”
This verse extends the theme of dismantlement to include leaders and those in authority metaphorically 
depicted as “shepherds” and “husbandmen.” By referencing these roles, God illustrates that judgment 
will touch all aspects of societal structure, including those who guide and direct the populace. The 



mention of the “yoke of oxen” signifies agricultural labor and stability, suggesting that the judgment 
will disrupt not only military might but also the very foundation of daily life. Finally, named “captains 
and rulers,” the passage emphasizes that divine judgment will not spare even the highest of authorities, 
highlighting that all power is subject to God's sovereign will. This point casts a wide net of 
accountability, confirming that no one can escape God’s righteous judgment.

Jeremiah 51:24

“And I will render unto Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all their evil that they have 
done in Zion in your sight, saith the Lord.”
This verse encapsulates God’s intent to ensure that Babylon faces the full consequences of their actions. 
The promise of rendering “all their evil” highlights the principle of retributive justice, assuring that 
they will not go unpunished for their transgressions. The phrase “all the inhabitants of Chaldea” 
underscores the collective nature of responsibility for sin within the nation. Furthermore, emphasizing 
that these deeds were committed “in Zion in your sight” highlights the blatant disregard for the sanctity 
of what God holds dear, intensifying the guilt of Babylon’s actions. This verse serves as a solemn 
reminder that divine justice is binding and certain, with God attentively overseeing the actions of 
nations.

Jeremiah 51:25

“Behold, I am against thee, O destroying mountain, which destroyest all the earth: and I will 
stretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt 
mountain.”
In this metaphor, God describes Babylon as a “destroying mountain,” indicative of its immense power 
and influence over the earth. The image of a mountain suggests an imposing force that looms over its 
surroundings, yet God declares His opposition to it. The strong declaration “I will stretch out mine 
hand upon thee” symbolizes divine intervention, ensuring the mountain will be brought low. The 
transformation into a “burnt mountain” indicates total annihilation, depicting a once-mighty force 
rendered powerless. This verse conveys the stark reality that even the most formidable earthly powers 
will ultimately bow to God's authority, emphasizing His might and readiness to dismantle strongholds 
of evil.

Jeremiah 51:26

“And they shall not take of thee a stone for a corner, nor a stone for foundations; but thou shalt 
be desolate for ever, saith the Lord.”
This verse portrays the complete desolation that awaits Babylon, emphasizing that it will be rendered 
uninhabitable and void of usefulness. The mention of “a stone for a corner” or “foundations” illustrates 
that Babylon will not only lose its prominence but will also be devoid of any ability to rebuild or 
reclaim its status. The permanence of this desolation is accentuated by the phrase “for ever,” suggesting 
a finality to God’s judgment against the city. This depiction underscores the profound consequences of 
rejecting God and pursuing evil, serving as a cautionary reminder that unrepentance leads to 
irretrievable loss.



Jeremiah 51:27

“Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the trumpet among the nations, prepare the nations 
against her, call together against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashchenaz; appoint a 
captain against her; cause the horses to come up as the rough caterpillars.”
In this verse, the call to prepare for battle against Babylon intensifies. The directive to “set up a 
standard” and “blow the trumpet” signifies mobilization and rallying of forces. The mention of nations 
like Ararat, Minni, and Ashchenaz represents a coalition of those opposed to Babylon, indicating a 
united front of multiple kingdoms preparing to enact judgment. The phrase “cause the horses to come 
up as the rough caterpillars” conveys an image of overwhelming numbers, akin to a plague, illustrating 
how the armies will be vast and relentless. This verse captures the urgency and seriousness of the 
impending military action, highlighting the collective responsibility of nations to hold Babylon 
accountable for its transgressions.

Jeremiah 51:28

“Prepare against her the nations with the kings of the Medes, the captains thereof, and all the 
rulers thereof, and all the land of his dominion.”
Continuing from the previous verse, this passage focuses specifically on the forces that will overthrow 
Babylon, highlighting “the kings of the Medes” as significant players in the divine orchestration of 
judgment. The inclusion of various ranks of leaders—“captains,” “rulers”—stresses that a coordinated 
effort is unfolding against Babylon, ensuring comprehensive understanding of the scope of the 
coalition. The phrase “all the land of his dominion” alludes to the Medes' substantial reach and 
influence, foreshadowing their critical role in establishing God’s justice. This verse reinforces the 
theme of divine providence in orchestrating history and utilizing nations for His purpose.

Jeremiah 51:29

“And the land shall tremble and sorrow: for every purpose of the Lord shall be performed 
against Babylon, to make the land of Babylon a desolation without an inhabitant.”
In this verse, the anticipation of Babylon's destruction provokes cosmic reactions, with “the land shall 
tremble and sorrow.” It illustrates that not only will humanity respond to God’s judgment, but creation 
itself will resonate with the seriousness of this divine action. The phrase “every purpose of the Lord 
shall be performed” assures that His intentions will be fulfilled without fail, emphasizing the inexorable 
nature of His will. The resulting desolation “without an inhabitant” cements the image of total ruin; this 
speaks to the wider principle that God’s judgments are thorough and irrevocable, impacting both 
physical and spiritual realms.

Jeremiah 51:30

“The mighty men of Babylon have forborne to fight; they have remained in their holds: their 
might hath failed; they became as women: they have burned her dwellingplaces; her bars are 
broken.”
This verse captures the psychological impact that God's impending judgment has on Babylonian 
warriors. The phrase “forborne to fight” implies capitulation and a recognition of defeat, while “they 



have remained in their holds” indicates their retreat and desperation. The analogy of becoming “as 
women” reflects a loss of courage and strength, further emphasizing the transformation of Babylon’s 
once-mighty men into a defeated, demoralized state. The burning of dwelling places and breaking of 
bars symbolizes not only physical destruction but also the dissolution of Babylon's power structure and 
defenses. This vivid imagery portrays the utter collapse of a great empire in the face of divine 
judgment, highlighting the futility of resisting God’s will.

Jeremiah 51:31

“One post shall run to meet another, and one messenger to meet another, to shew the king of 
Babylon that his city is taken at one end.”
In this verse, the frantic movement of messengers indicates the panic and chaos that ensues in Babylon 
as news of their defeat spreads. The imagery of posts and messengers running to convey the dire news 
suggests a breakneck pace and urgency, capturing the real-time response of a nation unprepared for its 
fall. The proclamation that “his city is taken at one end” illustrates the swift conclusion of Babylon’s 
defenses, whereby its stronghold is breached in a complete surprise. This further emphasizes the 
sovereignty of God, who orchestrates the downfall of the city in due time, assuring His people that 
divine justice prevails even against the mightiest of foes.

Jeremiah 51:32

“And that the passages are stopped, and the reeds they have burned with fire, and the men of war 
are affrighted.”
This verse emphasizes the complete blockade of escape routes in Babylon, indicating a situation of 
desperation and confinement. “The passages are stopped” points to an effective siege, cutting off the 
city from external assistance or escape. The burning of reeds, which were commonly used for various 
purposes including construction and defense, symbolizes the full closure of resources, reinforcing the 
idea of thorough and absolute defeat. Furthermore, the "men of war are affrighted" underscores the 
prevailing panic and terror, further illustrating that the psychological effects of God’s judgment 
dominate the scene. This collective atmosphere of dread serves to underline the prophetic fulfillment of 
judgment as God’s hand decisively brings down the proud city.

Jeremiah 51:33

“For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; The daughter of Babylon is like a threshing 
floor, it is time to thrash her: yet a little while, and the time of her harvest shall come.”
In this verse, God likens Babylon to a “threshing floor,” a place where grain is separated from chaff, 
symbolizing that a definitive and total separation is about to occur. The phrase "it is time to thrash her" 
implies that the moment of reckoning has arrived, emphasizing that God’s timing is both perfect and 
inevitable. The reference to the “time of her harvest” serves dual purposes; it not only suggests 
destruction and account but signifies a culmination of Babylon's own actions—what they have sown 
they will also reap. This imagery enriches the theme of divine justice as God ensures that even the 
proud city will face the consequences of its actions and be made desolate.



Jeremiah 51:34

“Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon hath devoured me, he hath crushed me, he hath made me 
an empty vessel; he hath swallowed me up like a dragon, he hath filled his belly with my 
delicates; he hath cast me out.”
This verse introduces a personified voice of Babylon, expressing a deep sense of betrayal and loss. The 
king, Nebuchadrezzar, is depicted as a devourer, an agent of destruction who has thoroughly consumed 
the resources and life of the land. The metaphor of being made an "empty vessel" conveys a sense of 
emptiness and loss of purpose, while “like a dragon” evokes an image of ferocity and greed. The king's 
actions have not only consumed but ultimately resulted in Babylon’s expulsion from its dignity and 
standing. This lamentation serves to symbolize the broader consequences of tyrannical leadership that 
leads nations into degradation, reinforcing the message of divine justice against oppressors.

Jeremiah 51:35

“The violence done to me and to my flesh be upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant of Zion say; and 
my blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea shall Jerusalem say.”
In this verse, the voice of Zion asserts a demand for justice, as the inhabitants call for accountability for 
the violence and bloodshed inflicted upon them by Babylon. The appeal to God for justice emphasizes 
the suffering endured at the hands of oppressors. The invocation of “violence” and “blood” speaks to 
the deep wounds caused by Babylon’s idolatry and injustices, highlighting that these wrongs have 
lasting echoes that require acknowledgment. The connection between Zion and Jerusalem reinforces 
that the fate of the oppressors is intertwined with the cries of the oppressed, showcasing the 
comprehensive scope of God’s judgment as it pertains to His relationship with His covenant people.

Jeremiah 51:36

“Therefore thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will plead thy cause, and take vengeance for thee; and I 
will dry up her sea, and make her springs dry.”
This verse speaks of God’s proactive engagement on behalf of His people, assuring them that He will 
defend and vindicate them. The phrase “I will plead thy cause” illustrates God acting as a divine 
advocate, affirming that justice will be served. The declaration of drying up the sea and springs 
presents a vivid image of desolation, underscoring the comprehensive nature of punishment directed 
toward Babylon. This action signifies not just physical retaliation but spiritual and economic 
breakdown, indicating that God will cut off their life sources. This command is a powerful reminder 
that God is committed to ensuring justice for those who have suffered, as well as revealing the 
connection between righteousness and divine intervention.

Jeremiah 51:37

“And Babylon shall become heaps, a dwellingplace for dragons, an astonishment, and a hissing, 
without an inhabitant.”
This verse describes the ultimate fate of Babylon, which will be turned into desolation, indicated by 
“heaps.” This imagery portrays a once-mighty city reduced to rubble, uninhabitable and hauntingly 
empty. The term “dwellingplace for dragons” symbolizes wild desolation and decay, painting a picture 



of a landscape taken over by chaos and horror. The reference to astonishment and hissing suggests that 
Babylon will serve as a cautionary tale, a reminder of the fate that befalls those who oppose God. By 
underscoring the total barrenness, God emphasizes His sovereignty over nations and His absolute 
power to bring down those who defy His ways.

Jeremiah 51:38

“They shall roar together like lions: they shall yell as lions' whelps.”
In this verse, the imagery of roaring lions conveys a sense of collective anger and ferocity among the 
captors. The lions’ roar symbolizes the strength of the nations rising up against Babylon, as they seek 
vengeance for the injustices suffered. The comparison to “lions’ whelps” enhances the sense of urgency 
and youthful ferocity, indicating that even the next generation will partake in the destruction of 
Babylon. This illustrates a relentless pursuit of judgment, reinforcing that the oppressors will 
experience judgment from those they once tormented. The fierce imagery further positions God's 
judgment as a force that will not be hindered and solidifies the idea of divine retribution resonating 
through all levels of society.

Jeremiah 51:39

“In their heat I will make their feasts, and I will make them drunken, that they may rejoice, and 
sleep a perpetual sleep, and not awake, saith the Lord.”
Here, God assures that as part of His judgment, He will create an atmosphere of confusion and 
intoxication for Babylonian rulers, allowing them to indulge in feasting. The phrase “sleep a perpetual 
sleep” depicts the finality of their downfall, suggesting not just physical death but an end to their 
influence and power. God’s declaration highlights His control over the fate of nations, rendering 
Babylon intoxicated and unaware of its impending doom. This stark reality underscores the divine 
principle that those who oppose God and lead others into sin may find themselves entrapped by their 
own excesses, ultimately leading to destruction.

Jeremiah 51:40

“I will bring them down like lambs to the slaughter, like rams with he goats.”
This verse presents a powerful metaphor comparing the impending fate of Babylon to that of lambs led 
to slaughter. The imagery connotes vulnerability and helplessness, emphasizing that the once-powerful 
kingdom will face a swift and merciless downfall. By likening them to “rams with he goats,” the verse 
reinforces that the enemy will be led to destruction without resistance. This portrayal underscores not 
only the totality of God’s judgment but also the divine ordering of justice, illustrating that those who 
act with cruelty will experience a similar fate at the hands of God’s sovereign plan.

Jeremiah 51:41

“How is Sheshach taken! and how is the praise of the whole earth surprised! how is Babylon 
become an astonishment among the nations!”
In this striking verse, the exclamation of Sheshach (a cryptic name that often refers to Babylon) 
emphasizes the dramatic reversal of fortune. The rhetorical questions convey a sense of astonishment at 



Babylon's downfall, highlighting how its once-prominent status has crumbled. The phrase “praise of 
the whole earth surprised” indicates that Babylon’s destruction will astonish not only its inhabitants but 
also those who once revered it, showcasing the potency of divine judgment. This moment serves as a 
marker of what once was, emphasizing how the reigning power has been reduced to an object lesson in 
failure among the nations.

Jeremiah 51:42

“The sea is come up upon Babylon: she is covered with the multitude of the waves thereof.”
In this verse, the imagery of the sea rising up against Babylon signifies an overwhelming force of 
judgment, akin to the inundation of floodwaters. The notion that “she is covered with the multitude of 
the waves” presents a picture of total engulfment, signifying swift and utter destruction. This metaphor 
serves not only to illustrate the physical devastation that God will bring but also symbolizes the 
overwhelming weight of His judgment—representative of divine wrath against a nation given to 
rebellion and sin. The use of water imagery emphasizes the totality of Babylon's fall, suggesting it will 
be swept away, leaving no foundation upon which to stand.

Jeremiah 51:43

“Her cities are a desolation, a dry land, and a wilderness, a land wherein no man dwelleth, 
neither doth any son of man pass thereby.”
This verse starkly describes the aftermath of God’s judgment on Babylon, presenting a vivid image of 
complete desolation. The terms “desolation,” “dry land,” and “wilderness” evoke barrenness and 
abandonment, indicating that once-thriving cities have become inhospitable wastelands. The absence of 
inhabitants, highlighted by “neither doth any son of man pass thereby,” emphasizes that the city's glory 
has faded irreversibly. This imagery evokes the consequences of sin and idolatry, marking a powerful 
testament to the devastating effects of turning away from God. It serves as a dire warning for nations to 
heed the call of righteousness and justice to avoid sharing this same fate.

Jeremiah 51:44

“And I will punish Bel in Babylon, and I will bring forth out of his mouth that which he hath 
swallowed up: and the nations shall not flow together any more unto him: yea, the wall of 
Babylon shall fall.”
In this verse, God declares that He will punish Bel, the Babylonian deity, signifying a direct 
confrontation with the false gods that had led the people astray. The intent to bring forth from Bel’s 
mouth that which he has swallowed emphasizes a fierce reclamation of what belongs to God, enforcing 
the reality that false gods cannot sustain their followers. The pronouncement that “the nations shall not 
flow together anymore unto him” denotes a loss of influence and power, illustrating how the tides of 
support will turn against idolatry. Finally, the declaration that “the wall of Babylon shall fall” 
encapsulates the picture of effective judgment, illustrating that even the strongest defenses cannot 
withstand the divine decree.



Jeremiah 51:45

“My people, go ye out of the midst of her, and deliver ye every man his soul from the fierce anger 
of the Lord.”
This verse reinforces the earlier calls to flee Babylon, framing it again as a matter of divine mercy and 
precaution. The instruction to “go ye out of the midst of her” serves as a clear directive for God’s 
people to escape impending judgment. The emphasis on “deliver ye every man his soul” indicates the 
urgency of individual responsibility in seeking safety and righteousness in the face of divine wrath. 
This summons speaks to the profound implications of living in alignment with God's purposes and 
highlights the importance of seeking deliverance from moral and spiritual decay. It embodies a 
powerful call for redemption and highlights God’s ongoing concern for His covenant people even 
amidst judgment.

Jeremiah 51:46

“And lest your heart faint, and ye fear for the rumor that shall be heard in the land; a rumor 
shall both come one year, and after that in another year shall come a rumor, and violence in the 
land, ruler against ruler.”
In this verse, God acknowledges the fears and anxieties of His people regarding the turmoil 
surrounding Babylon’s impending doom. The counsel to not let “your heart faint” serves to reassure 
that God is in control, even amid the chaos. The mention of “rumors” reflects the uncertainty and 
instability that accompany nations during times of upheaval. Through the repetitive cycle of 
apprehension—rumors coming year after year—God highlights the consistency of unrest that will 
pervade the land, establishing the notion that such violence and strife will ultimately culminate in the 
unraveling of Babylon’s authority. This serves as both an admonition and a comfort, showing God’s 
desire for His people to remain steadfast, informed by their faith rather than fear.

Jeremiah 51:47

“Therefore, behold, the days come, that I will do judgment upon the graven images of Babylon; 
and her whole land shall be confounded, and all her slain shall fall in the midst of her.”
In this verse, God reaffirms His intention to bring judgment upon Babylon’s idols, indicating that the 
time for reckoning is at hand. The proclamation that “her whole land shall be confounded” suggests a 
deep humiliation and loss of identity for a nation that has relied on its own creations rather than the true 
God. Reiterating that “all her slain shall fall in the midst of her” captures the comprehensive nature of 
judgment; it will not only be physical destruction but also a spiritual reckoning for the worship of false 
gods. This line emphasizes the severe consequences of turning away from divine truth and the 
inevitability of judgment of those who lead nations astray.

Jeremiah 51:48

“Then the heaven and the earth, and all that is therein, shall sing for Babylon; for the spoilers 
shall come unto her from the north, saith the Lord.”
This verse poetically illustrates the cosmic response to Babylon’s downfall, conveying a sense of 
justice and triumph. When it states that “the heaven and the earth, and all that is therein, shall sing for 



Babylon,” it suggests a celebratory tone wherein creation rejoices at the fulfillment of divine justice. 
The phrase “the spoilers shall come unto her from the north” indicates the direction from which 
Babylon's judgment will come, possibly referencing the forces of the Medes as they advance. This 
serves as a vivid reminder of the interconnectedness of God's actions and the world, affirming that 
divine justice not only serves humanity but reverberates throughout creation itself.

Jeremiah 51:49

“As Babylon hath caused the slain of Israel to fall, so at Babylon shall fall the slain of all the 
earth.”
In this verse, a stark principle of retribution is articulated, emphasizing the alignment between 
Babylon's violence against Israel and the forthcoming violence it will face. The phrase “the slain of 
Israel” evokes the historical injustices and bloodshed experienced by God’s people at the hands of 
Babylon. This establishes a fundamental principle of divine retribution, suggesting that what Babylon 
has wrought upon others will now come back upon itself. The verse captures the scope of this 
judgment, indicating that as Babylon has brought destruction, it will now also see itself destroyed, 
illustrating how divine justice operates across nations and actions—embodying the biblical principle of 
sowing and reaping.

Jeremiah 51:50

“Ye that have escaped the sword, go away, stand not still: remember the Lord afar off, and let 
Jerusalem come into your mind.”
This verse encourages those who have survived the tumultuous onslaught to take decisive action and 
escape Babylon. The directive to “go away, stand not still” demonstrates urgency, emphasizing the 
crucial need for deliverance amidst chaos. The phrase “remember the Lord afar off” serves as a call to 
reconnect with God, highlighting that despite being in exile or living amidst oppression, there remains 
a pathway to divine identity and hope. The emphasis on letting “Jerusalem come into your mind” 
invokes the memory of a homeland, a city that symbolizes God’s presence and promises. This serves as 
an encouragement to the exiles, fostering spiritual renewal and longing for restoration while 
highlighting that connection to God will guide them.

Jeremiah 51:51

“We are confounded, because we have heard reproach: shame hath covered our faces: for 
strangers are come into the sanctuaries of the Lord's house.”
In this verse, the voice of God’s people articulates sorrow and shame for what has transpired, revealing 
the emotional toll of living under oppression. The phrase “we are confounded” signifies a sense of 
disgrace and despair, primarily stemming from the realization of reproach against their covenantal 
identity. The mention of “strangers” entering “the sanctuaries of the Lord's house” underscores a 
profound violation of holiness, as the sacred spaces have been defiled by those who do not honor God. 
This emotional lamentation signifies the depth of anguish among the faithful, reflecting their 
connection to the sacredness of their worship and the devastation of seeing their culture and identity 
besmirched amidst conquest.



Jeremiah 51:52

“Wherefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will bring destruction upon her graven 
images, and through all her land the wounded shall groan.”
Here, God confirms the coming destruction of Babylon's idols and graven images, signifying that the 
days of reckoning are imminent. The phrase “the wounded shall groan” depicts the anguish and 
suffering that will resonate through the land, amplifying the consequences of turning from the true 
God. This proclamation underscores God's commitment to addressing idolatry and inflicting judgment 
upon all that does not align with His sovereignty. The lamentation of the “wounded” emphasizes the 
gravity of the situation and the inevitable suffering that follows consequences for sin, reaffirming that 
divine justice addresses the broader implications of rebellion against God.

Jeremiah 51:53

“Though Babylon should mount up to heaven, and though she should fortify the height of her 
strength, yet from me shall spoilers come unto her, saith the Lord.”
In this verse, God emphasizes the futility of Babylon's efforts to establish invulnerability through 
fortifications. The metaphor of mounting to heaven underscores the arrogance of assuming that any 
earthly power can escape divine judgment. Whether through physical defenses or attempts to fortify 
strength, God depicts a clear assurance: no measure taken by Babylon can protect it from the 
impending divine retribution. The phrase “from me shall spoilers come unto her” highlights God's 
active role in bringing about judgment, reiterating that God, in His sovereignty, will ensure the 
downfall of prideful empires—demonstrating that no power can outlast the will of God.

Jeremiah 51:54

“A sound of a cry cometh from Babylon, and great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans:”
In this verse, the contrast between Babylon's prior dominance and its impending destruction becomes 
starkly evident. The “sound of a cry” suggests that despair and anguish will erupt within Babylon, fated 
to encounter the consequences of its actions. The mention of “great destruction” serves to amplify the 
inevitability of judgment, illustrating that the Chaldeans will face chaos and sorrow as divine 
retribution unfolds. This proclamation foretells the profound shift from prosperity to ruin, emphasizing 
that the very sound of lamentation signifies the consequences of rebellion against the sovereign will of 
God.

Jeremiah 51:55

“Because the Lord hath spoiled Babylon, and destroyed out of her the great voice; and her waves 
shall roar like great waters: the noise of their voice shall be uttered.”
This verse encapsulates the reasoning behind Babylon's impending desolation, attributing it directly to 
God's actions. “Hath spoiled Babylon” indicates a decisive and sovereign act of judgment. The phrase 
“destroyed out of her the great voice” suggests that Babylon's power and influence will be diminished 
to silence, signifying a profound loss of control and commanding authority. The imagery of “waves” 
roaring like “great waters” conveys a tumultuous response—chaos enveloping the city as God’s 



judgment unfolds. This evokes a sense of divine justice, where the very forces that once buoyed 
Babylon now turn upon it, leading to inevitable defeat. 

Jeremiah 51:56

“For the destroyer shall come upon her, even upon Babylon, and her mighty men are taken: their 
bows are broken in pieces: for the Lord is a God of recompences, he will surely requite.”
In this verse, God reassures that the “destroyer” is divinely appointed to execute judgment upon 
Babylon. The certainty with which it declares that “her mighty men are taken” emphasizes the decisive 
nature of this impending calamity. The breaking of the “bows” signifies dismantling Babylonian power 
and defense, rendering them powerless in the face of God’s action. The affirmation that “the Lord is a 
God of recompences” highlights God’s commitment to justice; He will repay and restore righteousness 
amidst wickedness. This verse serves as a reminder that God is actively engaged in ensuring that evil is 
confronted and that justice prevails, establishing God's nature as both just and merciful.

Jeremiah 51:57

“And I will make drunk her princes, and her wise men, her captains, and her rulers, and her 
mighty men: and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not awake, saith the King, whose name is 
the Lord of hosts.”
Here, God declares His intention to render Babylon’s leadership powerless through a figurative 
“drunkenness,” which signifies confusion and loss of control. The allusion to various roles—princes, 
wise men, captains, and rulers—highlights that no part of Babylon's ruling class will be exempt from 
this judgment. The imagery of a “perpetual sleep” indicates total incapacitation, emphasizing that there 
will be no return from this state of judgment. The declaration that God is “the King, whose name is the 
Lord of hosts” reinforces His sovereignty, confirming that the finality of this judgment is rooted in 
divine authority. It portrays a stark picture of the outcome of pride and disobedience against God.

Jeremiah 51:58

“Thus saith the Lord of hosts; The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken, and her high 
gates shall be burned with fire; and the people shall labor in vain, and the folk in the fire, and 
they shall be weary.”
This verse conveys the totality of destruction that awaits Babylon; the “broad walls” and “high gates” 
symbolize their security and strength, both to be dismantled by divine judgment. “Utterly broken” 
indicates complete devastation, suggesting no hope for recovery or restoration. The imagery of laboring 
in vain reveals the futility of any human effort to resist God’s decree; even the hardworking will find 
their efforts meaningless amid the impending chaos. “The folk in the fire” alludes to the consumption 
of Babylon’s resources, leading to exhaustion and weariness without achieving lasting satisfaction or 
victory. This serves as an important reminder about human reliance upon flimsy fortifications when 
ultimately all must yield to the sovereignty of God.



Jeremiah 51:59

“The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Saraiah the son of Neriah, the son of 
Mahseiah, when he went to Zedekiah the king of Judah to Babylon in the fourth year of his 
reign.”
This verse provides a narrative marker, introducing Saraiah as a key figure who carries Jeremiah's 
words to Zedekiah, the king of Judah. This historical context underscores the connection between 
prophecy and the unfolding events in Babylon. Saraiah’s mission indicates the ongoing importance of 
God’s message even amidst political turmoil, showing that Jeremiah serves as a conduit for divine 
revelation and instruction. This account broadens the understanding of the prophetic tradition, 
illustrating how God’s voice and plans were communicated through tangible actions and individuals 
across different nations and rulers.

Jeremiah 51:60

“And Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil that should come upon Babylon, even all these words 
that are written against Babylon.”
In this verse, the act of writing down “all the evil that should come upon Babylon” conveys a sense of 
divine clarity and preordained judgment. The meticulous record serves to reaffirm the certainty and 
thoroughness of God’s pronouncements against Babylon, establishing a prophetic testament that cannot 
be overlooked. This written account functions not only as a warning to Babylon but also as a historical 
and theological document that would resonate with God’s people for generations to come, testifying to 
God's justice and faithfulness when facing sin and rebellion.

Jeremiah 51:61

“And Jeremiah said to Saraiah, When thou comest to Babylon, and shalt see, and shalt read all 
these words;”
In this verse, Jeremiah’s instructions to Saraiah emphasize the importance of his task. The call to “see” 
and “read” suggests that Saraiah's role is not just to deliver a message but to engage with it fully, 
internalizing its significance. The act of publicly reading these words in Babylon will serve to 
underscore the prophetic warning, solidifying God's intention to bring judgment upon them. This also 
highlights the gravity of the situation, calling attention to the realities of divine judgment amidst the 
certainty of God’s word—a tangible reminder of accountability to both the oppressed and the 
oppressors.

Jeremiah 51:62

“Then shalt thou say, O Lord, thou hast spoken against this place, to cut it off, that none shall 
remain in it, neither man nor beast, but that it shall be desolate for ever.”
Here, Jeremiah instructs Saraiah on what to declare upon reading the words of judgment. The affirming 
of God’s statement emphasizes that the destruction is both intentional and complete: to “cut it off” 
underscores the utter destruction that awaits. The consequences are profound, affecting not just the 
people but the very animals of the land—signifying total eradication. The emphasis on “desolate for 
ever” reinforces the irreversible nature of Babylon's fate, elevating the weightiness of God’s 



pronouncement of judgment. This declaration mirrors the finality of divine justice and serves as a 
solemn reminder of the seriousness of unrepentance.

Jeremiah 51:63

“And it shall come to pass, when thou hast made an end of reading this book, that thou shalt bind 
a stone to it, and cast it into the midst of Euphrates:”
This verse ceremonially conveys the act of binding a stone to the scroll and casting it into the 
Euphrates, metaphorically signifying the permanence of Babylon's demise. The binding and throwing 
into the river symbolizes that just as the scroll is submerged, so too shall Babylon’s glory be swallowed 
into oblivion. This act serves as a prophetic enactment of the message—a physical embodiment of the 
certainty of God’s judgment. This imagery encompasses not just the fate of Babylon but also the eternal 
significance of God's word, assuring that it will be established, unchangeable, and clear.

Jeremiah 51:64

“And thou shalt say, Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the evil that I will bring 
upon her: and they shall be weary.”
In this last verse, the assertive declaration of Babylon's sinking captures the irrevocable nature of 
judgment against the city. The phrase “shall not rise from the evil” confirms that there will be no 
recovery from the consequences of their actions against God’s people. The addition of “they shall be 
weary” evokes a sense of exhaustion not just from physical struggle but from the overwhelming 
acknowledgment of their inevitable defeat. This final statement emphasizes the thoroughness of God’s 
judgment and closes the prophetic discourse with a reminder of the weight of consequences that follow 
unfaithfulness and rebellion, reinforcing the message that God is not only merciful but just, ensuring 
righteousness prevails.

CHAPTER 52:

Jeremiah 52:1
"Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal the daughter of 
Jeremiah of Libnah."

Zedekiah assumed the throne of Judah at a relatively young age, specifically twenty-one years old. His 
reign, which lasted eleven tumultuous years, marked a critical period in the history of Jerusalem. The 
mention of his mother, Hamutal, who hailed from Libnah and was connected to the prophetic lineage of 
Jeremiah, serves to underscore the significance of royal lineage and its potential influence on a king's 
character and decisions. Zedekiah's ascent to power came during a time of political instability and 
prophetic warnings, setting the stage for a conflict between divine instruction and human choices that 
would ultimately lead to great calamity.

Jeremiah 52:2
"And he did that which was evil in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that Jehoiakim had done."



Zedekiah's actions mirrored those of his predecessor, Jehoiakim, indicating a continuity of 
disobedience among the Jewish rulers. The text deems his reign as evil in the sight of the Lord, 
highlighting the seriousness of failing to adhere to God’s commandments. This moral decay reflects a 
broader societal decline in Judah, where idolatry and wrongdoing became entrenched behaviors. As 
Zedekiah pursued policies that contradicted the spiritual and ethical directives laid out by God, he not 
only jeopardized his reign but also the fate of his people, drawing them closer to inevitable disaster.

Jeremiah 52:3
"For through the anger of the LORD it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had cast them out 
from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon."

The narrative reveals a divine anger that had built up against Jerusalem and Judah, leading to their 
eventual downfall. Zedekiah's rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, is depicted as a 
significant act of defiance, motivated perhaps by a misguided sense of nationalism or desperation. This 
rebellion not only signifies Zedekiah's disregard for God's warnings conveyed through prophetic voices 
but also marks the culmination of God’s prolonged patience. The mention of being cast out from God's 
presence underscores the severity of their sins, as it signifies a spiritual and relational estrangement that 
goes beyond mere political turmoil.

Jeremiah 52:4
"And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, 
that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem, and pitched against 
it; and built forts against it round about."

This verse situates the historical narrative in a specific time frame, emphasizing the siege of Jerusalem 
during the ninth year of Zedekiah's rule. The meticulous attention to the date indicates the gravity of the 
events unfolding. Nebuchadnezzar’s army encircling the city signals the climactic onset of Jerusalem's 
impending doom. The establishment of forts around the city illustrates the complete isolation of 
Jerusalem, as the Babylonians sought to starve and weaken it both physically and psychologically. The 
dire situation foreshadows the destruction that is to follow, reinforcing the prophetic warnings that were 
ignored by Zedekiah and his officials.

Jeremiah 52:5
"So the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah."

The extended siege lasting from the ninth year to the eleventh year of Zedekiah’s reign adds a layer of 
dramatic tension to the narrative. This prolonged ordeal reflects not only the military might of Babylon 
but also the theological implications of God’s judgment upon Jerusalem. The length of the siege 
suggests that the people of Judah faced enduring hardship, desperation, and suffering. The failure of 
Zedekiah to seek divine intervention during this time further reveals a tragic disconnect between the 
king's heart and the prophetic counsel that might have offered hope and redemption amid chaos.

Jeremiah 52:6
"And in the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month, the famine was sore in the city, so that there 
was no bread for the people of the land."



The severe famine described in this verse acts as a vivid testament to the dire human cost of the siege. 
Without sustenance, the people of Jerusalem found themselves in a state of desperation, which 
compounded their suffering and despair. The lack of bread not only symbolizes physical starvation but 
also reflects spiritual desolation, as the inhabitants face the consequences of their collective 
disobedience. The devastating famine serves as a poignant reminder of the necessity of heeding 
righteous living and the dire consequences of straying from God’s will.

Jeremiah 52:7
"Then the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled, and went forth out of the city by night by the 
way of the gate between the two walls, which is by the king's garden; now the Chaldeans were by the 
city round about: and they went by the way of the plain."

This verse recounts the dramatic moment when the walls of Jerusalem were breached, leading to the 
city’s collapse. The flight of the men of war, aiming to escape the impending doom, exemplifies the 
desperation of Zedekiah’s forces when faced with overwhelming odds. Their escape route highlights 
the chaos of the moment as they sought refuge from the Chaldean invaders surrounding them. 
Zedekiah’s inability to protect his city reflects the tragic failures of leadership and the breakdown of 
societal order, painting a grim picture of both physical and moral defeat.

Jeremiah 52:8
"But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho: 
and when they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to Riblah in the 
land of Hamath."

Here, we see the culmination of Zedekiah's failure as a leader. In fleeing Jerusalem, he could not evade 
the consequence of his leadership, as the Chaldeans swiftly captured him in the plains of Jericho. The 
imagery of being brought before Nebuchadnezzar signifies not only his defeat but also the final 
judgment of God upon his reign. Being presented to the Babylonian king at Riblah serves as a stark 
symbol of powerlessness and humiliation, as Zedekiah’s defiance resulted in dire outcomes not just for 
himself, but for all of Judah.

Jeremiah 52:9
"Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes: he slew also all the 
princes of Judah."

The tragic fate of Zedekiah culminates in this heart-wrenching moment where he witnesses the 
execution of his sons and his princes. This brutal spectacle is both a personal tragedy for Zedekiah and 
a political statement by Nebuchadnezzar, aimed at quelling any resistance among the Judeans. The act 
serves as a dark fulfillment of the prophetic warnings about the consequences of disobedience. 
Zedekiah's loss illustrates the depth of his failures—not only did he lose his kingdom, but he also lost 
his lineage, which carried profound implications for the future of the Judean people.

Jeremiah 52:10
"Also Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon slew all the prisoners that were in Riblah, in the land of 
Hamath."



The massacre of prisoners at Riblah signifies the total annihilation of any remaining hope for rebellion 
against Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar’s actions serve to solidify his dominion over a vanquished people, 
displaying the ruthlessness often employed by conquerors to deter future insurrection. This act not only 
demonstrated the power of Babylon but also highlighted the divine judgment against Judah, as the 
people faced the ultimate consequences of their unfaithfulness and refusal to repent. It embodies the 
tragic end of a once-vibrant nation, now reduced to a remnant with little chance for recovery under 
such oppressive rule.

Jeremiah 52:11
"Then he put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound him in chains, and carried him 
to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his death."

This verse conveys the cruel fate of Zedekiah, whose eyes were gouged out—symbolizing not only his 
physical blindness but also the spiritual blindness that led to his downfall. His binding and 
imprisonment illustrate the complete subjugation of his spirit in the face of Babylonian domination. 
Zedekiah’s life ended as a prisoner, marred by the very choices that brought about his ruin. This 
tragedy serves a dual purpose: it stands as a stark warning against disobedience to God and a somber 
reflection on the lost potential of a king who could have sought redemption instead of rebellion.

Jeremiah 52:12
"Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, which was the eighteenth year of king 
Nebuchadnezzar, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, which served the king of Babylon, unto 
Jerusalem."

This verse introduces Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, marking a pivotal moment in the narrative 
as he arrives in Jerusalem to execute the Babylonians’ final plan for the city. The specific timeline 
indicates that the events are unfolding within a broader historical context, as the siege and subsequent 
fall of Jerusalem are pivotal moments in the history of the ancient Near East. The captain's arrival 
represents the culmination of Babylonian strategy and the dreadful despair that would soon envelop the 
city, reiterating the consequences of Zedekiah’s leadership and his failure to adhere to God’s will.

Jeremiah 52:13
"And burnt the house of the LORD, and the king's house; and all the houses of Jerusalem; and every 
great man's house burnt he with fire."

The destruction of the House of the Lord and the homes of the king and all Jerusalem's great men 
symbolizes the absolute desolation brought upon the city as a result of its rebellion against God. This 
act of burning not only signifies a physical destruction but also a spiritual one; the sanctity of worship 
and the leadership of the nation are obliterated. The totality of the destruction serves as a stark 
manifestation of God’s judgment—Jerusalem’s glory has turned into ruins due to their persistent 
disobedience. This devastation represents a critical turning point for the nation of Judah, marking the 
end of an era and the loss of their identity tied to the Temple and their leadership.

Jeremiah 52:14
"And all the army of the Chaldeans, that were with the captain of the guard, brake down all the walls of 
Jerusalem round about."



The breach of the walls of Jerusalem signifies the city's utter defeat, completing the comprehensive 
destruction that began earlier. The action of the Chaldean army in demolishing the walls denotes a total 
dismantling of both the physical and symbolic protections that once safeguarded Jerusalem. This act 
not only solidifies Babylon's conquest but also serves to illustrate the futility of Zedekiah's attempts to 
repel the invading forces. The broken walls symbolize Judah's vulnerability and highlight the profound 
sense of loss experienced by a community that defied God and witnessed its own demise.

Jeremiah 52:15
"Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive certain of the poor of the people, and 
the residue of the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to the king of 
Babylon, and the rest of the multitude."

In this verse, Nebuzaradan’s actions of taking captives from among the poorer, more vulnerable 
populace signify the complete socio-political upheaval in the aftermath of Jerusalem's fall. The 
targeting of the poor and those who had surrendered reflects the harsh realities of war, where the 
marginal are often the most affected. This act serves as a stark reminder of the consequences of 
disobedience and the dire circumstances that followed Zedekiah's rebellion. It also highlights the 
transformation of societal structure, as only the remnants of Judah remain, illustrating the shattering of 
a community brought low by their rejection of God.

Jeremiah 52:16
"But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left of the poor of the land to be vinedressers and 
husbandmen."

Amidst the devastation and captivity, Nebuzaradan's decision to leave a segment of the poor behind as 
vinedressers and husbandmen serves a pragmatic purpose, ensuring some level of agricultural 
sustainability in the barren land. This act highlights a degree of mercy within conquest, as it allows for 
the continuation of life and cultivation despite the devastation. However, this also underscores a new 
reality for those left behind—living under foreign dominion while grappling with the loss of their 
homeland. The livelihoods of these individuals become intertwined with the legacy of a nation that 
once flourished, now reduced to subsistence under Babylonian rule.

Jeremiah 52:17
"Also the pillars of brass that were in the house of the LORD, and the bases, and the brasen sea that 
was in the house of the LORD, did the Chaldeans break in pieces, and carried all the brass of them to 
Babylon."

The dismantling and transportation of the sacred artifacts from the House of the Lord underscore the 
complete desecration of what was once a holy place. The brass pillars, bases, and the brazen sea 
represented not only physical beauty but also divine significance in the context of worship. Their 
destruction signifies a profound rejection of Judah's covenant with God and the finality of God's 
judgment upon the nation. In carrying these items away, Babylon strips away the last vestiges of 
identity and connection to the Lord, illustrating the totality of spiritual loss experienced by a kingdom 
that once thrived in God’s favor.



Jeremiah 52:18
"And the pots, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the bowls, and the spoons, and all the vessels of 
brass wherewith they ministered, took they away."

The removal of these items, which were used in sacred service, further illustrates the obliteration of 
Judah's religious and cultural identity. These vessels were integral to worship, and their confiscation 
highlights the profound loss that the Israelites experience in both a spiritual and practical sense. The act 
of taking away these ministerial vessels indicates an erasure of the community’s connection to their 
traditions and rituals. It emphasizes that the consequences of Zedekiah's choices extend beyond 
physical captivity, impacting the very essence of who the people of Judah were in relation to their God.

Jeremiah 52:19
"And the captain of the guard took away the censer, and the firepans, and the bowls, and the pots, and 
the lampstands, and the spoons, and the basins, and the cups: that which was of gold, and that which 
was of silver, the taking away of them, was more than could be weighed."

The systematic removal of all the ceremonial and functional objects from the Temple underscores the 
complete dismantling of the Israelite ways of worship. The reference to the items being made of gold 
and silver, with an emphasis on their weight, indicates their value and significance not just materially, 
but also spiritually. This removal signifies a complete stripping away of Judah's religious heritage and 
legacy. As the Babylonians take these treasured objects, the once-glorious Temple is rendered a hollow 
shell, emphasizing not only the loss of physical property but also the spiritual barrenness that their 
disobedience to God has wrought.

Jeremiah 52:20
"The two pillars, one sea, and twelve brasen bulls that were under the bases, which king Solomon had 
made in the house of the LORD: the brass of all these vessels was without weight."

The significant mention of Solomon's grand craftsmanship, including the two brass pillars and the 
brazen sea, serves to connect past glory with present ruin. These iconic structures symbolize the height 
of Israel's devotion and relationship with God, and their removal signifies the severity of God's 
judgment against a nation that has strayed from His ways. The reference to the brass being "without 
weight" emphasizes its monumental value and the profound loss entailed in their capture. Juxtaposed 
against the backdrop of Solomon's reign, which was marked by peace and prosperity, this loss paints a 
tragic picture of how far Judah has fallen as a direct consequence of their actions.

Jeremiah 52:21
"And concerning the pillars, the height of one pillar was eighteen cubits; and a fillet of twelve cubits 
did compass it; and the thickness of it was four fingers: it was hollow."

This verse presents an intimate description of one of the pillars, focusing on its dimensions and 
structure, allowing readers to envision its grandeur and significance within the Temple. The pillar’s 
description serves to highlight the physical beauty and engineering prowess of Israel at the height of its 
glory under Solomon. Its hollowness might be interpreted metaphorically as well, suggesting a once-
vibrant faith that has now become void and empty due to the people's sins. This detailed imagery 



underscores the magnitude of loss experienced by Judah, representing not just architectural beauty but 
a spiritual heritage now vanquished.

Jeremiah 52:22
"And a chapter of brass was upon it; and the height of one chapter was five cubits, with network and 
pomegranates upon the chapters round about, all of brass. The second pillar also and the pomegranates 
were like unto these."

The elegance of the brass chapters, adorned with intricate designs of networks and pomegranates, is a 
depiction of the artistry and devotion that characterized the construction of the Temple. These 
ornamental details reflect the significance of beauty intertwined with worship, serving not only as 
physical representations of divine majesty but also as extensions of Israel's covenant with God. The 
detailed description serves to evoke a strong sense of nostalgia and loss, reminding the reader of the 
once-thriving worship and the cultural identity now diminished. This beauty, now stripped away by the 
hands of invaders, signifies the spiritual barrenness of a people who have rejected their God.

Jeremiah 52:23
"And there were ninety and six pomegranates on a side; and all the pomegranates upon the network 
were an hundred round about."

The meticulous count of the pomegranates, a symbol often associated with abundance and fertility 
within the Jewish faith, serves to accentuate the artistry and significance of the pillars’ adornments. The 
large number signifies the prosperity and blessings that once flourished in the land under God’s favor. 
However, this vivid imagery starkly contrasts with the current state of desolation and loss experienced 
by the people. The one hundred pomegranates seemingly lost to conquest become a poignant symbol of 
what was—highlighting the breadth of destruction that impacted not merely structures but the very 
heart of a once-blessed nation.

Jeremiah 52:24
"And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second priest, and the 
three keepers of the door."

The capture of the chief priest Seraiah and the second priest Zephaniah illustrates the targeted 
dismantling of Judah’s spiritual leadership amid the physical and political upheaval. This action 
signifies not only the end of the priestly roles but embodies a deeper spiritual vacuum, as the leaders 
who were meant to guide the people toward God are now in the hands of their captors. It highlights the 
transition from autonomy to subjugation, where the very people responsible for mediating between God 
and the people are removed from their positions. This moment underscores the profound effects of the 
siege, affecting not just the physical realm but also the spiritual governance and identity of the Jewish 
people.

Jeremiah 52:25
"And out of the city he took an officer that was set over the men of war, and five men of them that were 
found in the city, and the principal scribe of the host, which mustered the people of the land, and 
threescore men of the people of the land that were found in the midst of the city."



In this verse, the Babylonian captain continues to take prisoners, emphasizing the systematic 
dismantling of Judah’s social and military structure. The capture of military officers, scribes, and those 
who mustered people illustrates a comprehensive strategy aimed at neutralizing any potential 
resistance. The meticulous identification of key figures indicates the depth of Babylon's efforts to 
ensure stability in their newly acquired territory by removing influential leaders. This gathering of 
prominent individuals for captivity underscores the foreboding nature of the changes sweeping through 
Judah, transforming the societal fabric and leading to a loss of agency among the people.

Jeremiah 52:26
"So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them, and brought them to the king of Babylon to 
Riblah."

The transporting of these captives to Nebuchadnezzar ritualizes the final act of subjugation, as the 
Babylonian king absorbs the remnants of Judah’s leadership into his expanding empire. This critical 
moment signifies a total overthrow of autonomy for Judah, where even their leaders are bound to serve 
the will of the conqueror. It underscores a powerful statement about the realities of defeat; once proud 
leaders of a sovereign nation are now mere subjects of Babylon’s might. The act carries significant 
implications for the identity and strength of the Judean people, marking the transition from sovereignty 
to subordination.

Jeremiah 52:27
"And the king of Babylon smote them, and put them to death in Riblah in the land of Hamath."

The execution of the captured leaders at Riblah marks a chilling end to any potential for organized 
resistance against Babylonian rule. By smiting the key figures of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar sends a clear 
message that rebellion will not be tolerated—thereby stifling any hopes for a resurgence of 
independence among the remaining populace. This brutal act serves as a final testament to the futility 
of Zedekiah’s reign and the devastating consequences of straying from God's commands. The violence 
not only eradicates individual lives but also signifies the destruction of cultural heritage and leadership, 
deepening the sense of loss among the remaining people of Judah.

Jeremiah 52:28
"This is the people whom Nebuchadnezzar carried away captive: in the seventh year three thousand 
Jews and three and twenty:"

This verse provides a catalog of the exiles taken by Nebuchadnezzar, providing a chronological 
framework for the displacement of the Jewish people. The specificity of numbers serves to emphasize 
the scale of the tragedy unfolding, highlighting the systematic removal and capture of families and 
communities. This deportation reflects a broader strategy to weaken the nation by removing its 
populace, particularly those deemed most valuable. The reference to "three thousand and twenty-three" 
serves not only as a record of loss but also acts as a historical marker signifying the shift away from 
national integrity and cohesion.

Jeremiah 52:29
"In the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar he carried away captive from Jerusalem eight hundred thirty 
and two persons:"



Continuing the record of captivity, this verse enumerates another significant deportation during the 
eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign. With a notable count of "eight hundred thirty and two 
persons," this statistic contributes to the overarching theme of loss and exile as the Babylonian grip 
tightened on Jerusalem. The accumulating numbers of deportees illustrate a gradual and devastating 
erosion of Judah’s social fabric, implying that each person taken signifies not merely a statistic, but a 
life disrupted, connections severed, and futures altered forever. It underscores the reality that exile was 
not a singular event but a protracted process of dismantling a nation.

Jeremiah 52:30
"In the three and twentieth year of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away 
captive of the Jews seven hundred forty and five persons: all the persons were four thousand and six 
hundred."

The final deportation recorded in this chapter continues the theme of dislocation, with Nebuzaradan 
taking another group of "seven hundred forty and five persons" in Nebuchadnezzar's twenty-third year 
of rule. The cumulative total of "four thousand and six hundred" outlines the pervasive impact of 
Babylonian conquest on the Jewish community, highlighting the depth of community suffering and 
loss. This verse encapsulates the tragedy of an entire people removed from their homeland, marking the 
end of an era characterized by national pride and religious identity, now replaced with a harsh reality of 
diaspora and captivity.

Jeremiah 52:31
"And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the 
twelfth month, in the twenty-fifth day of the month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon in the 
beginning of his reign lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah, and brought him forth out of 
prison."

This verse introduces a moment of historical significance that occurs many years after Judah's fall—a 
glimmer of hope amid despair. In the thirty-seventh year of Jehoiachin's captivity, Evil-merodach 
ascends to the throne of Babylon and chooses to show kindness to Judah's former king. This act not 
only rehabilitates Jehoiachin but symbolizes a shift in the fate of the captive people. The lifting of 
Jehoiachin’s head presents a powerful image of restoration and rebellion against the bleakness of 
captivity, suggesting that even in the depths of humiliation, grace and mercy can emerge, opening the 
door for future possibilities.

Jeremiah 52:32
"And spake kindly unto him, and set his throne above the throne of the kings that were with him in 
Babylon."

The kindness shown by Evil-merodach to Jehoiachin marks a turning point for the former king, 
elevating him from imprisonment to a position of influence among other captive kings. This elevation 
reflects a significant shift in Babylonian policy and indicates a degree of respect for Jehoiachin's royal 
status. The act of setting Jehoiachin's throne above others not only symbolizes personal redemption but 
also resonates with the themes of dignity and restoration in the midst of captivity. It suggests that even 
those marginalized by circumstance can experience moments of grace, hinting at the possibility of new 
beginnings and reaffirmed identity.



Jeremiah 52:33
"And changed his prison garments: and he did continually eat bread before him all the days of his life."

Evil-merodach's decision to change Jehoiachin’s prison garments and provide him a continuous supply 
of bread signifies a profound shift from punishment to honor. The act of replacing worn garments with 
those befitting a king emphasizes Jehoiachin's restored dignity and status in this new regime. It 
suggests that the past, albeit marred by defeat and captivity, does not define the future—a potent 
reminder of redemption. The assurance of daily bread signifies sustenance and sustenance entails not 
just physical nourishment but also the reestablishment of relational ties and value, providing a sense of 
hope for Jehoiachin and potentially for his people as well.

Jeremiah 52:34
"And for his diet, there was a continual diet given him of the king of Babylon, every day a portion until 
the day of his death, all the days of his life."

The provision of a continual diet for Jehoiachin by the king of Babylon signifies a stark contrast from 
his previous experience in captivity. This regular sustenance reflects a commitment to care from Evil-
merodach, ensuring that the former king not only survives but lives with a certain level of respect and 
dignity. This consistent provision indicates a form of rehabilitation and perhaps hints at deeper political 
motives, as Jerhoiachin's sustained life may serve as a reminder of Babylon's power while 
simultaneously allowing the remnant of Judah to retain a connection to their former identity. It 
highlights themes of mercy and restoration, suggesting that even in captivity, hope can flicker and 
survive.

These verses weave a narrative of judgment, loss, and eventual glimmers of hope, illustrating the 
multifaceted consequences of disobedience toward God while simultaneously hinting at the 
possibilities for restoration and redemption amid dire circumstances.

CONCLUSION:

The Book of Jeremiah concludes with a sobering yet deeply reflective account of 
the fall of Jerusalem, the judgment of Judah, and the hope for restoration. Below is 
a detailed analysis of its conclusion:

1. The Fall of Jerusalem (Chapters 52:1–16)

The final chapter of Jeremiah recounts the historical events leading to the Babylonian exile, 
summarizing the fall of Jerusalem under King Zedekiah's reign. Zedekiah's rebellion against Babylon 
brought about devastating consequences. The Babylonians laid siege to Jerusalem, culminating in the 
city's capture in 586 BCE.

• Destruction of the City: The narrative describes the burning of the temple, the royal palace, 
and all significant buildings. The city walls are torn down, symbolizing the dismantling of 
Judah's independence and God's judgment on their covenant unfaithfulness.



• Exile of the People: Many citizens, including the elite, priests, and craftsmen, are taken into 
exile. This marks a significant turning point in Judah’s history, as the kingdom ceases to 
function as an autonomous entity.

• Fate of King Zedekiah: Zedekiah attempts to flee but is captured. The Babylonians kill his 
sons before his eyes, then blind him—a tragic end that underscores the consequences of 
disobedience to God's word as delivered by Jeremiah.

2. The Vindication of Jeremiah's Prophecy

Throughout the book, Jeremiah prophesied the fall of Jerusalem, urging the people to repent and submit 
to Babylon. The conclusion validates his prophetic message, emphasizing the inevitability of God's 
word. Jeremiah's consistent warnings, though largely unheeded, demonstrate God's patience and 
justice.

3. The Fate of the Remnant (Chapters 52:16, 24–30)

Not all are taken into exile. A remnant of the poor is left in the land to tend vineyards and fields. This 
group represents a glimmer of hope for continuity, suggesting that God has not entirely abandoned His 
people. However, the deportation of Judah’s leaders and skilled workers underscores the severity of 
their punishment.

The execution of high-ranking officials and priests further reflects the dismantling of Judah’s 
leadership structure. These events signify a complete loss of national identity and the fulfillment of 
God's warnings.

4. The Hope for Restoration (52:31–34)

The book concludes on an unexpectedly hopeful note with the release of Jehoiachin, the exiled king of 
Judah, from Babylonian imprisonment. Jehoiachin is given a seat of honor at the Babylonian king's 
table, symbolizing the beginning of God's restoration plan for His people. This act foreshadows the 
eventual return from exile and the enduring nature of God's covenant promises.

• Significance of Jehoiachin's Release: Though small, this gesture is a sign of God's grace and a 
reminder that His judgment is not the final word. It underscores the hope for a future Messiah, 
as Jehoiachin is part of the Davidic line.

5. Theological Reflection

The conclusion of Jeremiah is both a sobering reminder of the consequences of sin and an affirmation 
of God's unwavering commitment to His covenant promises. Key themes include:



• God's Sovereignty: The events unfold according to God's prophetic word, demonstrating His 
control over nations and history.

• Judgment and Mercy: While the destruction of Jerusalem reflects God's justice, the 
preservation of a remnant and Jehoiachin’s release point to His mercy and the hope for 
redemption.

• Covenant Faithfulness: Despite Judah's failure, God remains faithful to His promises, leaving 
open the possibility of renewal and restoration.

Final Thoughts

The Book of Jeremiah ends on a bittersweet note. While the fall of Jerusalem and the exile signify the 
consequences of covenant unfaithfulness, the release of Jehoiachin hints at the hope of restoration and 
the enduring nature of God’s promises. It calls readers to trust in God's ultimate plan, repent of their 
disobedience, and cling to His mercy even in the midst of judgment.

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of 
inspiration and guidance on your spiritual journey. His books are created with a 
deep sense of faith and a desire to uplift and inspire all who read. 
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