


Chapter 1: The Beginning of the Gospel

• The Proclamation of John the Baptist (Mark 1:1-8)
• The Baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:9-11)
• The Temptation of Jesus (Mark 1:12-13)
• The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (Mark 1:14-15)
• The Calling of the First Disciples (Mark 1:16-20)
• Jesus Drives Out an Unclean Spirit (Mark 1:21-28)
• Jesus Heals Many at Simon’s House (Mark 1:29-34)
• Jesus Preaches in Galilee (Mark 1:35-39)
• Jesus Cleanses a Leper (Mark 1:40-45)

Chapter 2: Forgiveness and Conflict

• Jesus Heals a Paralytic (Mark 2:1-12)
• The Calling of Levi (Mark 2:13-17)
• The Question About Fasting (Mark 2:18-22)
• Lord of the Sabbath (Mark 2:23-28)

Chapter 3: Healings and Choosing the Twelve

• Jesus Heals on the Sabbath (Mark 3:1-6)
• A Great Crowd Follows Jesus (Mark 3:7-12)
• The Twelve Apostles Are Appointed (Mark 3:13-19)
• Jesus Accused of Being in League with Beelzebul (Mark 3:20-30)
• Jesus’ True Family (Mark 3:31-35)

Chapter 4: Parables of the Kingdom

• The Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-9)
• The Purpose of the Parables (Mark 4:10-12)
• The Explanation of the Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:13-20)
• The Parable of the Lamp (Mark 4:21-25)
• The Parable of the Growing Seed (Mark 4:26-29)
• The Parable of the Mustard Seed (Mark 4:30-34)
• Jesus Calms the Storm (Mark 4:35-41)



Chapter 5: Healings and Miracles

• Jesus Heals the Gerasene Demoniac (Mark 5:1-20)
• Jesus Heals the Woman with the Hemorrhage (Mark 5:21-34)
• Jesus Raises Jairus’s Daughter (Mark 5:35-43)

Chapter 6: Rejection and Miracles

• Jesus Rejected at Nazareth (Mark 6:1-6)
• The Mission of the Twelve (Mark 6:7-13)
• The Death of John the Baptist (Mark 6:14-29)
• Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand (Mark 6:30-44)
• Jesus Walks on Water (Mark 6:45-52)
• Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret (Mark 6:53-56)

Chapter 7: Teachings on Purity

• The Tradition of the Elders (Mark 7:1-13)
• What Defiles a Person (Mark 7:14-23)
• The Syrophoenician Woman’s Faith (Mark 7:24-30)
• Jesus Heals a Deaf Man (Mark 7:31-37)

Chapter 8: Miracles and Revelation

• Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand (Mark 8:1-10)
• The Pharisees Demand a Sign (Mark 8:11-13)
• The Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod (Mark 8:14-21)
• Jesus Heals a Blind Man at Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-26)
• Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ (Mark 8:27-30)
• Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection (Mark 8:31-38)

Chapter 9: Transfiguration and Teachings

• The Transfiguration (Mark 9:1-13)
• Jesus Heals a Boy with an Unclean Spirit (Mark 9:14-29)
• Jesus Again Foretells His Death (Mark 9:30-32)
• Who is the Greatest? (Mark 9:33-37)
• Anyone Not Against Us is For Us (Mark 9:38-41)
• Temptations to Sin (Mark 9:42-50)



Chapter 10: Teachings on Discipleship

• Teaching About Divorce (Mark 10:1-12)
• Let the Children Come to Me (Mark 10:13-16)
• The Rich Young Man (Mark 10:17-31)
• Jesus Again Foretells His Death (Mark 10:32-34)
• The Request of James and John (Mark 10:35-45)
• Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52)

Chapter 11: The Triumphal Entry and Cleansing of the Temple

• The Triumphal Entry (Mark 11:1-11)
• Jesus Curses the Fig Tree (Mark 11:12-14)
• Jesus Cleanses the Temple (Mark 11:15-19)
• The Lesson of the Withered Fig Tree (Mark 11:20-25)
• The Authority of Jesus Questioned (Mark 11:27-33)

Chapter 12: Confrontations and Teachings

• The Parable of the Tenants (Mark 12:1-12)
• Paying Taxes to Caesar (Mark 12:13-17)
• The Sadducees and the Resurrection (Mark 12:18-27)
• The Greatest Commandment (Mark 12:28-34)
• Whose Son Is the Christ? (Mark 12:35-37)
• Beware of the Scribes (Mark 12:38-40)
• The Widow’s Offering (Mark 12:41-44)

Chapter 13: The Coming of the Son of Man

• Jesus Foretells the Destruction of the Temple (Mark 13:1-2)
• Signs of the End of the Age (Mark 13:3-23)
• The Coming of the Son of Man (Mark 13:24-27)
• The Lesson of the Fig Tree (Mark 13:28-31)
• No One Knows the Day or Hour (Mark 13:32-37)



Chapter 14: The Passion Begins

• The Plot to Kill Jesus (Mark 14:1-2)
• Jesus Anointed at Bethany (Mark 14:3-9)
• Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus (Mark 14:10-11)
• The Last Supper (Mark 14:12-26)
• Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial (Mark 14:27-31)
• Jesus Prays in Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-42)
• The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus (Mark 14:43-52)
• Jesus Before the Sanhedrin (Mark 14:53-65)
• Peter Denies Jesus (Mark 14:66-72)

Chapter 15: The Crucifixion

• Jesus Before Pilate (Mark 15:1-15)
• Jesus is Mocked (Mark 15:16-20)
• The Crucifixion (Mark 15:21-32)
• The Death of Jesus (Mark 15:33-41)
• The Burial of Jesus (Mark 15:42-47)

Chapter 16: The Resurrection

• The Resurrection of Jesus (Mark 16:1-8)
• Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9-11)
• Jesus Appears to Two Disciples (Mark 16:12-13)
• Jesus Appears to the Eleven (Mark 16:14-18)
• The Ascension (Mark 16:19-20)

Introduction to the Book of Mark

The Gospel of Mark is the second book in the New Testament and one of the four canonical gospels 
that recount the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is widely regarded as the 
earliest written gospel, with scholars dating its composition to around AD 60-70. Tradition holds that 
John Mark, a companion of the Apostle Peter, wrote the gospel based on Peter’s eyewitness accounts of 
Jesus’ life and teachings. The Gospel of Mark is notable for its brevity, action-oriented narrative, and 
vivid depiction of events, making it a fast-paced and dynamic telling of Jesus' story.

Key Themes

1. Jesus as the Servant and the Son of God: Mark emphasizes Jesus' identity as both the 
Messiah and the divine Son of God. This dual nature is central to the gospel, as Jesus performs 
mighty works but also experiences human emotions like compassion, frustration, and sorrow.



2. The Kingdom of God: Throughout Mark, Jesus preaches about the Kingdom of God, calling 
people to repent and believe in the good news. He demonstrates the in-breaking of this kingdom 
through miracles, healings, and exorcisms.

3. The Suffering Servant: Mark portrays Jesus as the suffering servant prophesied in Isaiah. This 
is especially evident in Jesus’ passion, where he endures betrayal, suffering, and death on the 
cross. Mark emphasizes that Jesus’ suffering was not an accident but part of God’s plan for 
redemption.

4. Discipleship and Failure: A recurring theme in Mark is the difficulty of discipleship. The 
disciples often fail to understand who Jesus is, and even Peter, who declares Jesus as the 
Messiah, denies him during the passion. Yet, Mark shows that following Jesus requires faith, 
endurance, and trust, despite human failure.

5. Urgency and Action: Mark's gospel is characterized by a sense of immediacy, frequently using 
the word "immediately" to transition between events. This literary style conveys the urgency of 
Jesus’ mission and his inexorable path toward the cross.

Structure of Mark

Mark's gospel is divided into two major sections:

1. Jesus' Ministry in Galilee (Chapters 1-8): This section introduces Jesus as a healer, teacher, 
and miracle-worker. His popularity grows as he demonstrates his authority over nature, demons, 
and illness. However, misunderstanding and opposition from religious leaders also begin to 
surface.

2. The Journey to the Cross (Chapters 9-16): The second half of the gospel shifts towards Jesus' 
journey to Jerusalem, where he will face rejection, suffering, and ultimately death. This section 
climaxes in the passion narrative, where Jesus is crucified and buried. The resurrection account 
in the final chapter marks the victory of Jesus over sin and death.

Mark's Audience

Mark is thought to have been written for a Gentile audience, likely Roman Christians who were 
experiencing persecution for their faith. The gospel reflects this context by explaining Jewish customs 
and emphasizing Jesus’ humanity and servanthood, encouraging believers to remain faithful amidst 
suffering. The Roman focus is also suggested by the brevity and clarity of the narrative, designed to 
resonate with a non-Jewish audience unfamiliar with Jewish traditions.

Importance and Impact

The Gospel of Mark is foundational in Christian theology and is significant for its clear and direct 
portrayal of Jesus. Its emphasis on Jesus' servanthood, coupled with the mystery of the suffering 
Messiah, offers a unique perspective on discipleship. Mark’s vivid storytelling captures the urgency of 
the gospel message, calling readers to recognize Jesus as the Son of God and to follow him even in the 
face of difficulty and persecution.



In summary, the Gospel of Mark is a dynamic and action-driven account of Jesus' life, designed to 
highlight both his divinity and his role as a suffering servant. Through its vivid narrative and 
theological depth, it invites readers to understand Jesus’ mission and respond to his call to follow him 
in faith.

Verse-by-Verse Commentary on Mark Chapter 1 (KJV)

Mark 1:1 - "The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;"

Mark opens his gospel with a clear and concise declaration: the story of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
begins here. This introduction immediately presents Jesus not only as the Messiah (Christ) but as the 
divine Son of God. Unlike Matthew and Luke, Mark does not include a genealogy or birth narrative. 
He focuses on Jesus’ mission and identity right from the outset.

Mark 1:2 - "As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which 
shall prepare thy way before thee."

Mark references Old Testament prophecies to connect Jesus’ story to God’s greater plan. This specific 
verse is a combination of quotes from Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3, emphasizing that John the Baptist 
is the forerunner, preparing the way for Jesus. Mark is signaling that the coming of Jesus was 
anticipated in the Jewish Scriptures.

Mark 1:3 - "The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight."

This quote from Isaiah 40:3 identifies John the Baptist as the voice calling out in the wilderness. The 
wilderness, a place of testing and transformation in biblical symbolism, becomes the backdrop for 
God’s new revelation in Jesus. John’s mission is to prepare the people for the coming of the Lord by 
calling them to repentance.

Mark 1:4 - "John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins."

John’s ministry is marked by baptism, a symbolic washing that represented repentance and forgiveness 
of sins. His location in the wilderness reflects the prophetic tradition, and his baptism foreshadows the 
spiritual cleansing and renewal that Jesus will bring. John’s focus on repentance prepares the way for 
Jesus’ message of the kingdom of God.



Mark 1:5 - "And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were 
all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins."

John’s message resonated deeply with the people of Judea and Jerusalem. Large crowds came to the 
Jordan River to be baptized by him, publicly confessing their sins. This mass response highlights the 
spiritual hunger and anticipation for the coming Messiah.

Mark 1:6 - "And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; 
and he did eat locusts and wild honey;"

John’s appearance and lifestyle mirrored that of the prophet Elijah (see 2 Kings 1:8). His clothing of 
camel’s hair and his diet of locusts and wild honey signify his simplicity and asceticism, a life set apart 
for God. His prophetic image reinforces his role as the last of the Old Testament-style prophets, 
preparing the way for Jesus.

Mark 1:7 - "And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose."

John clearly understands his role as the forerunner to someone far greater than himself. His humility is 
evident as he acknowledges that he is unworthy even to perform the lowly task of untying the sandals 
of the one who is coming after him—Jesus. John’s ministry points forward to the Messiah.

Mark 1:8 - "I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost."

John’s baptism with water was symbolic, preparing people for the true baptism that Jesus would bring
—the baptism with the Holy Spirit. This distinction highlights the transformative power that Jesus will 
impart through the Spirit, inaugurating a new era of God’s activity among his people.

Mark 1:9 - "And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was 
baptized of John in Jordan."

Though Jesus is sinless, he submits to baptism to identify with sinful humanity and to fulfill all 
righteousness (see Matthew 3:15). His baptism marks the beginning of his public ministry and serves 
as a powerful act of obedience and humility.

Mark 1:10 - "And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the 
Spirit like a dove descending upon him:"

As soon as Jesus is baptized, the heavens are torn open, and the Holy Spirit descends upon him like a 
dove. This moment signifies divine approval and the anointing of Jesus for his messianic mission. The 
imagery of the dove evokes peace, purity, and the Spirit’s role in creation and renewal.



Mark 1:11 - "And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased."

God’s voice from heaven affirms Jesus’ identity as the beloved Son. This divine declaration echoes 
Psalm 2:7 (a royal psalm) and Isaiah 42:1 (a servant song), connecting Jesus to both the Davidic 
kingship and the suffering servant. The Father’s approval marks Jesus as the chosen one to carry out the 
redemptive plan.

Mark 1:12 - "And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness."

After his baptism, Jesus is led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness for a time of testing. The word 
"driveth" suggests urgency and divine compulsion. The wilderness is a place of both danger and 
spiritual preparation, echoing Israel’s time of testing after the Exodus.

Mark 1:13 - "And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the 
wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him."

Jesus’ 40-day temptation in the wilderness parallels Israel’s 40 years in the desert and Moses’ 40 days 
on Mount Sinai. He is tested by Satan, but unlike Adam and Israel, he overcomes. The presence of wild 
beasts suggests a hostile environment, yet angels minister to him, showing God’s care and provision.

Mark 1:14 - "Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom of God,"

John’s imprisonment marks the end of his ministry and the beginning of Jesus’ public preaching. Jesus 
takes up the central message of the gospel: the kingdom of God is near. Galilee becomes the starting 
point of his ministry, fulfilling prophecies about the Messiah bringing light to this region.

Mark 1:15 - "And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and 
believe the gospel."

Jesus announces that the long-awaited time of God’s intervention in history has arrived. The kingdom 
of God—the reign and rule of God—is near. His message calls for repentance (a turning away from sin) 
and belief in the good news of salvation. This is the core of Jesus’ proclamation.



Mark 1:16 - "Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his brother 
casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers."

Jesus begins to call his first disciples, starting with Simon (Peter) and his brother Andrew. They are 
ordinary fishermen, engaged in their daily work. Jesus’ calling of them shows that he reaches out to 
people from all walks of life to participate in his mission.

Mark 1:17 - "And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers 
of men."

Jesus calls Simon and Andrew to follow him, offering them a new mission: to become "fishers of men." 
This metaphor means they will now be involved in gathering people into the kingdom of God through 
their witness and teaching.

Mark 1:18 - "And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him."

Without hesitation, Simon and Andrew leave their livelihood and follow Jesus. Their immediate 
response reflects the compelling nature of Jesus’ call and the radical commitment required of his 
disciples.

Mark 1:19 - "And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother, who also were in the ship mending their nets."

Continuing along the shore of Galilee, Jesus calls James and John, the sons of Zebedee. Like Simon 
and Andrew, they are also fishermen, demonstrating that Jesus is building a community of disciples 
from humble backgrounds.

Mark 1:20 - "And straightway he called them: and they left their father Zebedee in the ship with 
the hired servants, and went after him."

James and John also respond immediately to Jesus’ call, leaving their father and their fishing business 
behind. Their decision to follow Jesus represents a break from their previous life and a total 
commitment to his mission.

Mark 1:21 - "And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered 
into the synagogue, and taught."

Jesus and his newly called disciples go to Capernaum, a town in Galilee that becomes the base of Jesus’ 
ministry. On the Sabbath, he enters the synagogue to teach, following Jewish customs. His teaching in 
the synagogue shows his authority in interpreting God’s word.



Mark 1:22  "And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one 
that had authority, and not as the scribes."
The people were astonished at Jesus’ teaching because it was unlike anything they had heard from the 
scribes. While the scribes often relied on quoting others or interpreting the Law, Jesus spoke with direct 
authority. His words carried the weight of divine truth, and his authority was self-evident, marking him 
as different from other teachers of the time.

Mark 1:23 - "And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out,"

During Jesus’ teaching in the synagogue, a man possessed by an unclean spirit (a demon) interrupts. 
The presence of the demon in a place of worship highlights the pervasive power of evil, even within 
religious settings. This is the first of many confrontations between Jesus and demonic forces in Mark’s 
Gospel.

Mark 1:24 - "Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art 
thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God."

The demon immediately recognizes Jesus and his divine authority, calling him "the Holy One of God." 
This title reveals Jesus’ unique relationship with God and his power over spiritual forces. The demon’s 
question, "Have you come to destroy us?" suggests that evil knows its defeat is imminent in the 
presence of Jesus.

Mark 1:25 - "And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him."

Jesus does not allow the demon to speak further and rebukes it sharply. His command is simple and 
authoritative: "Hold thy peace, and come out of him." Jesus doesn’t engage in a prolonged ritual or 
debate but simply commands the demon to leave, demonstrating his supreme power over unclean 
spirits.

Mark 1:26 - "And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out 
of him."

The demon obeys Jesus, though it resists, causing the man to convulse (torn him) and letting out a loud 
cry. Despite the display, the demon cannot defy Jesus' command and is forced to leave. This dramatic 
exorcism further confirms Jesus’ authority over the spiritual realm.



Mark 1:27 - "And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, 
saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he even the 
unclean spirits, and they do obey him."

The people witnessing the exorcism are astonished and begin to question what they have just seen. 
They are struck by the authority of Jesus’ teaching and his ability to command unclean spirits. The 
exorcism confirms the power behind Jesus’ words, distinguishing him as more than just a teacher—he 
is one with divine authority over the forces of evil.

Mark 1:28 - "And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout all the region round about 
Galilee."

Word of Jesus’ power and authority spreads quickly throughout Galilee. His fame begins to grow, as 
people hear of his miraculous acts and authoritative teaching. This sets the stage for the increasing 
crowds that will follow him and for the mounting opposition from religious leaders.

Mark 1:29 - "And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the 
house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John."

After leaving the synagogue, Jesus and his disciples—Simon, Andrew, James, and John—go to Simon 
and Andrew’s house. This shift to a private setting shows that Jesus’ ministry extends beyond public 
teaching and into personal relationships.

Mark 1:30 - "But Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a fever, and anon they tell him of her."

At Simon Peter’s house, his mother-in-law is ill with a fever. The fact that Simon Peter is married (as 
this verse indicates) shows the normalcy of the disciples’ lives before following Jesus. The disciples 
bring her condition to Jesus, reflecting their faith in his ability to heal.

Mark 1:31 - "And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the 
fever left her, and she ministered unto them."

In this intimate and tender moment, Jesus takes Simon’s mother-in-law by the hand, lifting her up. 
Immediately, the fever leaves her. Her healing is so complete that she begins to serve them, showing 
her gratitude and restored strength. This miracle, though private, demonstrates Jesus’ compassion and 
his power over physical illness.



Mark 1:32 - "And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were diseased, 
and them that were possessed with devils."

As evening comes (after the Sabbath restrictions ended at sunset), people bring their sick and demon-
possessed to Jesus for healing. This shows the growing public awareness of Jesus’ ability to heal and 
deliver, and the desperation of the people seeking help for various ailments.

Mark 1:33 - "And all the city was gathered together at the door."

The entire city of Capernaum gathers at Simon’s door, demonstrating the massive impact Jesus is 
already having on the region. People are drawn to him because of the hope he offers through his 
miracles, and his reputation as a healer continues to grow.

Mark 1:34 - "And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out many devils; 
and suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew him."

Jesus heals many of the sick and casts out many demons, showing his authority over both physical and 
spiritual afflictions. Importantly, he does not allow the demons to speak because they recognize his true 
identity. Jesus is careful to control the revelation of his identity, as his full mission will be gradually 
revealed throughout his ministry.

Mark 1:35 - "And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed 
into a solitary place, and there prayed."

Despite the demands of his growing ministry, Jesus makes time for prayer. Early in the morning, before 
others are awake, he goes to a solitary place to be alone with God. This moment of prayer highlights 
Jesus’ dependence on the Father and the importance of spiritual renewal in the midst of his busy 
ministry.

Mark 1:36 - "And Simon and they that were with him followed after him."

Simon (Peter) and the other disciples go looking for Jesus when they realize he is not with them. Their 
search for him demonstrates their desire to stay close to their teacher and perhaps their concern about 
how to manage the crowds who are seeking him.

Mark 1:37 - "And when they had found him, they said unto him, All men seek for thee."

The disciples inform Jesus that everyone is looking for him. This indicates the growing popularity of 
his ministry and the increasing pressure on him to meet the demands of the crowds. However, Jesus’ 
mission goes beyond healing and miracles—he is here to preach the kingdom of God.



Mark 1:38 - "And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also: 
for therefore came I forth."

Jesus does not stay in one place to build his popularity. Instead, he tells the disciples that they must 
move on to other towns to preach the message of the kingdom. His primary purpose is to proclaim the 
gospel, not merely to heal. Jesus is focused on spreading the good news throughout Galilee.

Mark 1:39 - "And he preached in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and cast out devils."

Jesus continues to travel throughout Galilee, preaching in synagogues and casting out demons. His dual 
role as a preacher and a miracle worker defines his early ministry. The combination of authoritative 
teaching and displays of power reinforces his message about the kingdom of God.

Mark 1:40 - "And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and 
saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean."

A leper approaches Jesus, kneeling in humility and faith. Leprosy was a dreaded disease that made one 
ritually unclean and isolated from society. The leper’s request—"If thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean"—shows both faith in Jesus’ power and respect for his will.

Mark 1:41 - "And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith 
unto him, I will; be thou clean."

Moved by compassion, Jesus does something extraordinary: he touches the leper. Touching a leper was 
considered unclean according to Jewish law, but Jesus’ touch brings healing, not defilement. His 
response, "I will; be thou clean," reflects his willingness and power to heal. This act of compassion and 
healing shows Jesus' deep care for the marginalized.

Mark 1:42 - "And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he 
was cleansed."

The healing is immediate and complete. The leprosy leaves the man instantly, and he is fully cleansed. 
This miracle demonstrates Jesus' authority over even the most feared diseases, further confirming his 
divine power.

Mark 1:43  - "And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him away;"
Jesus sternly instructs the healed man and quickly sends him away. The seriousness of Jesus' charge 
implies the importance of the instructions that follow. Jesus often did not want miracles to be widely 
publicized because they could lead to misunderstandings about his mission or stir up unwanted 
attention from the authorities prematurely.



Mark 1:44 - "And saith unto him, See thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way, shew thyself 
to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those things which Moses commanded, for a testimony 
unto them."

Jesus commands the healed man to follow the Mosaic Law, which required someone cured of leprosy 
to present themselves to the priest and offer sacrifices as outlined in Leviticus 14:2-32. This was not 
only a way to reintegrate the man into the community but also served as a witness ("testimony") to the 
priests of Jesus' miraculous power. Jesus' instruction to "say nothing" likely aimed to prevent people 
from misunderstanding his role as merely a miracle worker rather than the Messiah.

Mark 1:45 - "But he went out, and began to publish it much, and to blaze abroad the matter, 
insomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter into the city, but was without in desert places: 
and they came to him from every quarter."

Despite Jesus' command for silence, the healed man could not contain his excitement and began 
spreading the news about his healing. As a result, Jesus’ fame grew even more, making it difficult for 
him to enter cities openly without attracting large crowds. This forced him to stay in more remote, 
desert areas, yet people still came from all around to seek him out.

Summary of Mark Chapter 1

In Mark’s opening chapter, we see the fast-paced beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. It begins with 
John the Baptist’s prophetic ministry, leading into Jesus’ baptism and temptation in the wilderness. 
Jesus then begins his ministry in Galilee, calling his first disciples and performing a series of 
miraculous healings and exorcisms that demonstrate his divine authority. He teaches with authority, 
heals the sick, and casts out demons, showing that the kingdom of God is breaking into the world 
through him. Mark emphasizes Jesus’ power over both spiritual and physical forces and the growing 
recognition of his authority, which draws large crowds. Yet, even with the public’s growing awareness, 
Jesus maintains his focus on his mission to preach the good news of the kingdom of God, not just to 
perform miracles.

Verse-by-Verse Commentary on Mark Chapter 2 (KJV)

Mark 2:1 - "And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he 
was in the house."

Jesus returns to Capernaum, which had become a central hub for his ministry. Word quickly spreads 
that Jesus is back in town, and people gather to see him. The phrase “it was noised” implies that his 
presence caused a stir, likely due to the healings and teachings that had taken place previously.



Mark 2:2 - "And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to 
receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them."

The crowd was so large that people filled the house where Jesus was, and there was no space even at 
the door. Despite the overwhelming number of people, Jesus focused on preaching “the word” to them. 
His primary mission was to teach and proclaim the good news of the kingdom, even though people 
often came to him seeking miracles.

Mark 2:3 - "And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four."

Four men bring a paralyzed man (referred to as “sick of the palsy”) to Jesus. Their actions display 
determination and faith, as they believed Jesus could heal their friend. Paralysis was a serious 
condition, and the man’s inability to move symbolized the powerlessness that many in the ancient 
world experienced.

Mark 2:4 - "And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof 
where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the 
palsy lay."

Because of the large crowd, the men were unable to enter the house, so they took an extraordinary 
measure by removing part of the roof and lowering their friend down to Jesus. This dramatic act 
demonstrates their persistence and faith in Jesus' healing power. The roofs of houses in that time were 
typically flat, made of thatch or tiles, and could be easily removed and replaced.

Mark 2:5 - "When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be 
forgiven thee."

Jesus acknowledges the faith of the men, but instead of immediately healing the paralyzed man, he tells 
him that his sins are forgiven. This pronouncement highlights the deeper need for spiritual healing, 
placing forgiveness of sins as a priority over physical healing. Jesus’ authority to forgive sins is a 
central theme in this passage.

Mark 2:6 - "But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts,"

Among the crowd were scribes, Jewish teachers and experts in the Law. As they heard Jesus' words, 
they began questioning what he had said internally. Their presence indicates growing opposition to 
Jesus, as his teaching and actions often challenged their authority and understanding of the Law.

Mark 2:7 - "Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?"

The scribes silently accuse Jesus of blasphemy, as they believe only God has the authority to forgive 
sins. According to their understanding, Jesus, a mere man in their eyes, is overstepping his bounds by 



claiming a power that belongs to God alone. This sets up a theological confrontation about Jesus' divine 
authority.

Mark 2:8 - "And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within 
themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts?"

Jesus, knowing their thoughts, confronts the scribes directly. His ability to perceive their reasoning 
demonstrates his supernatural knowledge and the authority that comes with it. This marks the 
beginning of a challenge to their doubts about his power to forgive sins.

Mark 2:9 - "Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to 
say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?"

Jesus poses a rhetorical question to the scribes: Is it easier to forgive sins or to heal a paralyzed man? 
While both are beyond human ability, the forgiveness of sins is invisible and cannot be proven, whereas 
a physical healing can be immediately verified. Jesus is about to demonstrate his authority in both 
realms.

Mark 2:10 - "But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he 
saith to the sick of the palsy,)"

Jesus refers to himself as the "Son of Man," a title that reflects both his humanity and his divine 
authority (it also alludes to the prophetic figure in Daniel 7:13-14). He makes it clear that he has 
authority not only to heal but also to forgive sins. He will now prove this authority through the visible 
healing of the paralytic.

Mark 2:11 - "I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house."

Jesus commands the paralyzed man to get up, pick up his bed, and go home. The command is simple 
and direct, demonstrating Jesus’ confidence in his authority to heal. This physical healing serves as a 
visible sign that his earlier pronouncement of forgiveness was genuine.

Mark 2:12 - "And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; 
insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion."

The healing is immediate and complete, and the man obeys Jesus by picking up his bed and walking 
out in full view of everyone. The crowd is astonished, having never witnessed such a display of 
authority and power. Their reaction is to glorify God, recognizing that something extraordinary and 
divine has occurred.



Mark 2:13 - "And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto him, 
and he taught them."

After this miracle, Jesus goes to the seaside, where large crowds continue to gather around him. His 
growing popularity leads people to seek him out wherever he goes. Jesus takes the opportunity to teach 
the multitude, staying focused on his primary mission of proclaiming the gospel.

Mark 2:14 - "And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of 
custom, and said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him."

While passing by a tax collection booth, Jesus calls Levi (also known as Matthew, the future gospel 
writer), a tax collector, to follow him. Tax collectors were despised by the Jewish people because they 
were seen as collaborators with the Roman occupiers and often extorted money. Levi’s immediate 
response to leave his position and follow Jesus shows the transformative power of Jesus' call.

Mark 2:15 - "And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans and 
sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they followed 
him."

Later, Jesus dines at Levi’s house, and many tax collectors (publicans) and sinners join them. Sharing a 
meal was a significant act of fellowship, and Jesus’ willingness to eat with such people demonstrates 
his mission to reach those considered outcasts by society. His presence among them symbolizes God’s 
grace toward sinners.

Mark 2:16 - "And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they 
said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?"

The scribes and Pharisees are scandalized by Jesus’ association with tax collectors and sinners. In their 
view, holiness required separation from such people, and they question Jesus’ disciples about his 
actions. Their criticism reflects a legalistic mindset that focused on outward purity rather than inner 
transformation.

Mark 2:17 - "When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the 
physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."

Jesus responds with a powerful metaphor, comparing himself to a physician who comes to heal the 
sick, not the healthy. His mission is to call sinners, not those who consider themselves righteous. This 
statement challenges the religious leaders’ self-righteousness and highlights Jesus’ focus on grace and 
mercy for those who recognize their need for spiritual healing.



Mark 2:18 - "And the disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to fast: and they come and say 
unto him, Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not?"

Some people notice that Jesus’ disciples are not fasting, as was the practice of John the Baptist’s 
disciples and the Pharisees. Fasting was a common religious practice, often associated with repentance 
and mourning. This question implies that Jesus’ disciples are not following traditional religious 
customs, raising concerns about his approach to religious observance.

Mark 2:19 (continued) - "...time of joy and fulfillment, making fasting inappropriate. Jesus is 
signaling that his presence ushers in a new season of celebration."
Jesus compares himself to a bridegroom, and as long as he is with his disciples, they should celebrate 
rather than fast. Fasting, typically associated with mourning or penitence, is not fitting during this time 
of joy. His presence marks a unique moment in history, one of divine grace and joy.

Mark 2:20 - "But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and 
then shall they fast in those days."

Here, Jesus alludes to his future crucifixion and departure. When he is taken from them (referring to his 
death and ascension), his disciples will then fast. This implies that the time of fasting will return, but 
only after Jesus, the source of joy, is no longer physically present with them.

Mark 2:21 - "No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old garment: else the new piece that 
filled it up taketh away from the old, and the rent is made worse."

Jesus uses a metaphor about garments to explain the incompatibility of his new message with old 
religious structures. Just as new cloth on an old garment would tear and worsen the damage, trying to 
impose Jesus’ new teaching within the old framework of Jewish law and traditions would not work. 
Jesus’ teaching represents something new that requires new forms of expression and practice.

Mark 2:22 - "And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the 
bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into new 
bottles."

This metaphor of new wine in old wineskins emphasizes the same point as the previous one. New wine, 
which ferments and expands, would cause old wineskins (which had become rigid) to burst. Likewise, 
the new covenant and teachings that Jesus brings cannot be contained within the rigid structures of the 
old religious system. New forms are necessary to accommodate the new life and freedom Jesus offers.



Mark 2:23 - "And it came to pass, that he went through the corn fields on the sabbath day; and 
his disciples began, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn."

On the Sabbath, Jesus and his disciples pass through grain fields, and the disciples begin to pluck heads 
of grain to eat. Although this was allowed under the Law (Deuteronomy 23:25), doing so on the 
Sabbath raised questions about whether they were breaking the Sabbath law, which prohibited work.

Mark 2:24 - "And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do they on the sabbath day that 
which is not lawful?"

The Pharisees, always vigilant about the observance of the Sabbath, accuse Jesus’ disciples of doing 
what is unlawful by working (plucking grain) on the Sabbath. Their interpretation of the law was strict, 
and they considered even this minor act of gathering food as a violation of Sabbath rules.

Mark 2:25 - "And he said unto them, Have ye never read what David did, when he had need, and 
was an hungred, he, and they that were with him?"

Jesus responds by referencing a story from 1 Samuel 21:1-6, where David, when hungry, ate the 
consecrated bread from the temple that was only lawful for priests to eat. Jesus points out that human 
need can take precedence over ritual law, thus defending his disciples' actions on the Sabbath.

Mark 2:26 - "How he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and did 
eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave also to them which were 
with him?"

Jesus continues to reference David’s actions, highlighting how David and his companions ate the 
sacred bread out of necessity. The story illustrates that mercy and human need are more important than 
strict legalism. This sets up Jesus’ broader teaching that the Sabbath is meant to serve humanity, not the 
other way around.

Mark 2:27 - "And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 
sabbath:"

Jesus emphasizes that the Sabbath was created for the benefit of people, to give them rest and 
refreshment. It was not meant to be a burden or a rigid law that humans were created to serve. His 
statement challenges the Pharisees’ strict interpretation of the Sabbath laws, emphasizing that God’s 
intent was always to prioritize human well-being.

Mark 2:28 - "Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath."

Jesus concludes by declaring his authority over the Sabbath as the "Son of Man." This is a bold 
statement, claiming that as the Messiah, he has the authority to interpret and regulate the observance of 



the Sabbath. This not only asserts his divine authority but also redefines how the Sabbath should be 
understood in light of his coming.

Summary of Mark Chapter 2

Mark 2 continues to emphasize Jesus' authority, particularly over physical healing, spiritual 
forgiveness, and religious law. Jesus begins by healing a paralyzed man, not only addressing his 
physical condition but also declaring his sins forgiven, which causes controversy among the religious 
leaders. This chapter introduces Levi, a tax collector, as one of Jesus’ followers, and it highlights Jesus’ 
mission to reach out to sinners and the marginalized, despite criticism from the Pharisees.

The chapter also includes Jesus’ teaching about the Sabbath. He rebukes the legalistic interpretation of 
the Sabbath by the Pharisees, emphasizing that human need and mercy take precedence over ritual 
observance. Jesus’ declaration that he is “Lord of the Sabbath” further establishes his authority and his 
role in bringing a new understanding of God's law. Through these events, Mark continues to build the 
portrait of Jesus as one with divine authority, power, and compassion, who challenges existing religious 
structures in order to fulfill his mission.

Verse-by-Verse Commentary on Mark Chapter 3 (KJV)

Mark 3:1 - "And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a man there which had a 
withered hand."

Jesus enters a synagogue, likely on the Sabbath, and encounters a man with a withered hand (a 
condition that had caused the hand to be shriveled or paralyzed). The synagogue was a place of worship 
and teaching, and this encounter sets the stage for another confrontation over Jesus' actions on the 
Sabbath.

Mark 3:2 - "And they watched him, whether he would heal him on the sabbath day; that they 
might accuse him."

The Pharisees and other religious leaders closely observe Jesus, looking for a reason to accuse him of 
violating the Sabbath law. They suspect that he might heal the man, and their focus is not on the 
miracle of healing but on whether Jesus would break their strict interpretation of the Sabbath by 
performing work.

Mark 3:3 - "And he saith unto the man which had the withered hand, Stand forth."

Jesus calls the man with the withered hand to stand before everyone in the synagogue. By doing this 
publicly, Jesus ensures that the ensuing lesson about the Sabbath and compassion is witnessed by all, 
challenging the prevailing legalism of the Pharisees.



Mark 3:4 - "And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath days, or to do evil? to 
save life, or to kill? But they held their peace."

Jesus challenges the Pharisees with a moral question: Is it right to do good or evil on the Sabbath? Is it 
better to save a life or let harm be done? The Pharisees remain silent because they cannot argue against 
the logic that doing good, even on the Sabbath, should be lawful. Jesus exposes their hardness of heart 
and their prioritization of legalism over compassion.

Mark 3:5 - "And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the 
hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: 
and his hand was restored whole as the other."

Jesus looks at the religious leaders with righteous anger, grieving over their lack of compassion and 
stubbornness. Despite their silent opposition, Jesus commands the man to stretch out his hand, and it is 
miraculously restored. This act demonstrates both Jesus' divine power and his compassion, prioritizing 
human need over strict Sabbath rules.

Mark 3:6 - "And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel with the Herodians 
against him, how they might destroy him."

Instead of celebrating the miracle, the Pharisees leave the synagogue and immediately plot with the 
Herodians (a political group loyal to Herod) to kill Jesus. Their collaboration with the Herodians shows 
the extent of their hostility toward Jesus, as they were willing to partner with a political group they 
usually opposed, just to eliminate him.

Mark 3:7 - "But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea: and a great multitude from 
Galilee followed him, and from Judaea,"

In response to the growing opposition from the Pharisees, Jesus withdraws to the Sea of Galilee with 
his disciples. However, his popularity continues to rise, and large crowds from Galilee and Judea 
follow him, seeking healing and to hear his teachings.

Mark 3:8 - "And from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and from beyond Jordan; and they about 
Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when they had heard what great things he did, came unto 
him."

People from a wide geographical area—including Jerusalem, Idumaea (to the south), beyond the 
Jordan, and even the Gentile regions of Tyre and Sidon—come to see Jesus. His fame has spread far 
beyond Galilee, attracting a diverse group of followers, all eager to witness his miraculous works.



Mark 3:9 - "And he spake to his disciples, that a small ship should wait on him because of the 
multitude, lest they should throng him."

As the crowds grow larger, Jesus instructs his disciples to have a small boat ready. This was likely to 
provide him a means of escape or to allow him to teach from the boat without being overwhelmed by 
the crowd. It illustrates the logistical challenges that came with Jesus’ growing popularity.

Mark 3:10 - "For he had healed many; insomuch that they pressed upon him for to touch him, as 
many as had plagues."

The people are pressing in on Jesus because of the many healings he had performed. Those who were 
afflicted with diseases or plagues desperately sought to touch him, believing that physical contact with 
him would result in healing.

Mark 3:11 - "And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, 
Thou art the Son of God."

Whenever those possessed by unclean spirits saw Jesus, the demons within them would fall down 
before him, acknowledging his true identity as the Son of God. The demons recognize Jesus’ divine 
authority, even when the people and religious leaders do not fully understand who he is.

Mark 3:12 - "And he straitly charged them that they should not make him known."

Jesus commands the unclean spirits not to reveal his identity as the Son of God. Throughout his 
ministry, Jesus often seeks to control the public’s understanding of his identity, possibly to avoid 
premature confrontation with the authorities and to prevent misunderstandings about his messianic role.

Mark 3:13 - "And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and they 
came unto him."

Jesus goes up onto a mountain, a common place for prayer and significant events in the Gospels. Here, 
he calls specific individuals whom he has chosen to come to him. This act marks the formal selection 
of his closest disciples, those who will continue his mission after his ascension.

Mark 3:14 - "And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them 
forth to preach,"

Jesus appoints twelve men to be his apostles. Their primary purpose is to be with him (learning from 
him) and to be sent out to preach the gospel. The number twelve is symbolic, representing the twelve 
tribes of Israel, and indicates the establishment of a new spiritual Israel through Jesus’ ministry.



Mark 3:15 - "And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils:"

Jesus not only calls the apostles to preach but also gives them authority to heal the sick and cast out 
demons. This empowerment is an extension of Jesus’ own ministry, showing that his mission of 
restoration and redemption will continue through his chosen representatives.

Mark 3:16-19 - "And Simon he surnamed Peter; And James the son of Zebedee, and John the 
brother of James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder: And Andrew, 
and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus, and Simon the Canaanite, And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him: and they 
went into an house."

Here, Mark lists the twelve apostles, highlighting Simon (renamed Peter), James, and John (nicknamed 
"sons of thunder"), among others. Judas Iscariot is noted as the one who would eventually betray Jesus. 
The listing of the apostles emphasizes both the diversity of backgrounds and the central role these 
twelve men will play in the spread of the gospel after Jesus’ resurrection.

Mark 3:20 - "And the multitude cometh together again, so that they could not so much as eat 
bread."

Jesus and his apostles are so overwhelmed by the crowd that they do not even have time to eat. This 
verse highlights the intensity of Jesus’ ministry and the constant demands placed on him by the people 
seeking healing and teaching.

Mark 3:21 - "And when his friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on him: for they said, 
He is beside himself."

Jesus’ family or close friends hear about the overwhelming demands on him and believe that he is 
overextending himself, possibly to the point of madness ("He is beside himself"). This shows that even 
those closest to Jesus did not fully understand his mission and were concerned about his well-being.

Mark 3:22 - "And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, and by 
the prince of the devils casteth he out devils."

The scribes from Jerusalem accuse Jesus of being possessed by Beelzebub (a name associated with 
Satan), claiming that his power to cast out demons comes from the "prince of the devils." This 
accusation is an attempt to undermine Jesus’ authority and discredit his ministry by attributing his 
miracles to demonic forces.



Mark 3:23 - "And he called them unto him, and said unto them in parables, How can Satan cast 
out Satan?"

Jesus responds to the accusation with a parable, pointing out the absurdity of the claim. He argues that 
if Satan were casting out his own demons, it would mean that his kingdom is divided and would 
ultimately collapse.

Mark 3:24 - "And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand."

Jesus continues his defense by illustrating the principle that no kingdom can survive if it is divided. If 
Satan were fighting against himself by casting out his own demons, his kingdom would fall apart. This 
logical argument shows the absurdity of the scribes’ accusation.

Mark 3:25 - "And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand."

Jesus extends the metaphor, stating that even a household divided against itself will not endure. 
Division leads to destruction, and Jesus’ point is clear: Satan would never undermine his own authority 
by allowing Jesus to cast out demons if his power came from Satan.

Mark 3:26 - "And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an 
end."

Jesus further emphasizes that if Satan is working against his own forces, it would signify the end of his 
reign. Since Satan’s kingdom is not collapsing, the accusation that Jesus is working by Satan’s power is 
unfounded.

Mark 3:27 - "No man can enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he will first 
bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house."

In this parable, the "strong man" represents Satan, and the "house" represents his domain. Jesus 
explains that in order to plunder (or defeat) Satan’s kingdom, the strong man (Satan) must first be 
bound. Jesus is implying that he has the authority and power to bind Satan, thereby casting out demons 
and rescuing people from Satan’s grasp. This is a declaration of his superiority over demonic forces.

Mark 3:28 - "Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and 
blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme:"

Jesus offers a hopeful and expansive statement about forgiveness. He declares that all sins and 
blasphemies (irreverent or insulting speech against God) can be forgiven, showing the breadth of God’s 
mercy and grace.



Mark 3:29 - "But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in 
danger of eternal damnation:"

Jesus warns, however, that there is one unforgivable sin: blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. This refers 
to attributing the work of the Holy Spirit (such as casting out demons) to Satan, as the scribes had done. 
By calling the work of the Spirit demonic, they were willfully rejecting God’s truth, putting themselves 
beyond repentance and forgiveness.

Mark 3:30 - "Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit."

This verse clarifies why Jesus made the previous statement about the blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit: it was in response to the scribes accusing Jesus of being possessed by an unclean spirit. Their 
claim that Jesus’ power came from Satan was a serious rejection of the Holy Spirit’s work.

Mark 3:31 - "There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, 
calling him."

Jesus’ mother, Mary, and his brothers arrive at the place where Jesus is teaching, but they remain 
outside and send someone to call for him. This suggests that they may have been concerned for him or 
perhaps wished to speak with him privately.

Mark 3:32 - "And the multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, Behold, thy mother and 
thy brethren without seek for thee."

The crowd around Jesus informs him that his mother and brothers are outside and seeking him. The 
mention of his biological family sets up Jesus’ teaching about the nature of true family in the kingdom 
of God.

Mark 3:33 - "And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother, or my brethren?"

Jesus responds by asking a rhetorical question, "Who is my mother, or my brethren?" This does not 
mean he is rejecting his biological family but rather that he is about to redefine the concept of family in 
a spiritual sense, elevating the bond of faith over biological ties.

Mark 3:34 - "And he looked round about on them which sat about him, and said, Behold my 
mother and my brethren!"

Jesus gestures to those sitting around him—his followers—and declares that they are his mother and 
brothers. This statement shows that spiritual relationships are prioritized over earthly family 
connections in the kingdom of God.



Mark 3:35 - "For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and 
mother."

Jesus concludes by stating that whoever does the will of God is his true family. Obedience to God is the 
defining characteristic of his spiritual family. This teaching emphasizes that belonging to Jesus’ family 
is not about biological heritage but about faithfulness and submission to God’s will.

Summary of Mark Chapter 3

In Mark 3, we see Jesus continuing his ministry of healing and teaching, but also encountering growing 
opposition, particularly from the Pharisees. The chapter begins with Jesus healing a man on the 
Sabbath, leading to the Pharisees conspiring with the Herodians to kill him. Despite this opposition, 
Jesus continues his mission, appointing twelve apostles to carry on his work and to preach, heal, and 
cast out demons.

The chapter also highlights the growing fame of Jesus as crowds from all over come to see him, yet it 
underscores the opposition from religious leaders who accuse him of casting out demons by the power 
of Satan. Jesus refutes their accusations with parables, asserting his authority over Satan and explaining 
the grave consequences of blaspheming the Holy Spirit.

Finally, the chapter ends with Jesus redefining the concept of family, emphasizing that those who do 
the will of God are his true family. Through these events, Mark continues to develop the theme of 
Jesus’ authority and the challenge he presents to the established religious order, as well as his invitation 
to all who follow God’s will to become part of his spiritual family.

Verse-by-Verse Commentary on Mark 4 (KJV)

Introduction to the Parable of the Sower

In Mark 4:1-20, Jesus teaches one of His most famous parables, the Parable of the Sower. This passage 
illustrates how different responses to God’s word can lead to varying outcomes in people’s lives. The 
parable serves as a foundational teaching about faith and receptivity to spiritual truths.

Mark 4:1 - “And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a 

great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was 

by the sea on the land.”

This verse sets the scene for Jesus’ teaching. He is by the Sea of Galilee, where a large crowd gathers. 
The use of a boat allows Him to address the multitude while maintaining some distance from them, 
which also helps with acoustics. The act of teaching from a boat symbolizes separation between Jesus 
and those who are not yet receptive to His message.

Mark 4:2 - “And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine,”



Here, we learn that Jesus uses parables as a method of teaching. Parables are simple stories used to 
illustrate moral or spiritual lessons. This method engages listeners and encourages them to think 
deeply about their meanings.

Mark 4:3 - “Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow:”

The call to “hearken” emphasizes the importance of listening carefully. The image of a sower is 
relatable; it represents anyone who spreads seeds—here symbolizing God’s word.

Mark 4:4 - “And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air 

came and devoured it up.”

The first type of soil mentioned is along the path (“way side”). Seeds falling here represent those who 
hear God’s word but do not understand it. The birds symbolize Satan or evil forces that snatch away 
what could have taken root.

Mark 4:5 - “And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it 

sprang up, because it had no depth of earth:”

Seeds that fall on rocky ground represent individuals who receive God’s word with joy but lack deep 
roots. When trials come (symbolized by sun), they quickly wither away due to their shallow 
commitment.

Mark 4:6 - “But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered 

away.”

This verse reinforces that without deep roots—representing strong faith or understanding—one cannot 
withstand challenges or persecution.

Mark 4:7 - “And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded 

no fruit.”

Seeds among thorns depict those who hear God’s word but are distracted by worldly concerns 
(symbolized by thorns) such as wealth or desires. These distractions choke spiritual growth.

Mark 4:8 - “And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; 

and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred.”

Good soil represents those who hear God’s word with understanding. Their fruitful response signifies 
spiritual growth that varies in abundance—some yielding more than others based on their receptivity.

Mark 4:9 - “And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”

This statement emphasizes personal responsibility in responding to God’s message. It suggests that 
understanding requires active engagement rather than passive listening.

Mark 4:10 - “And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him the  

parable.”



After teaching publicly through parables, Jesus’ disciples seek clarification privately. This indicates 
their desire for deeper understanding—a key aspect of discipleship.

Mark 4:11 - “And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of  

God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables:”

Jesus explains that His teachings reveal deeper truths about God’s kingdom reserved for those 
genuinely seeking Him (the disciples). For others (“them that are without”), parables serve as veiled 
messages requiring contemplation.

Mark 4:12 - “That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not 

understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.”

This verse highlights a profound truth about human nature—the tendency to overlook spiritual realities 
despite exposure. It reflects Isaiah’s prophecy regarding hardened hearts (Isaiah 6:9-10).

Mark 4:13 - “And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? And how then will ye know all 

parables?”

Jesus questions His disciples’ understanding of this foundational parable. Mastery over this teaching is 
crucial for grasping further truths He will share.

Mark 4:14 - “The sower soweth the word.”

Here is a clear identification—the seed represents God’s word being spread throughout various soils 
(hearts). This establishes what is at stake in this teaching.

Mark 4:15 - “And these are they by the way side where the word is sown; but when they have 

heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.”

This verse reiterates how external forces can prevent individuals from internalizing God’s message if 
they remain unresponsive or indifferent.

Mark 4:16-17 - “And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who when they 

have heard the word receive it with gladness; And have no root in themselves…”

These verses clarify why initial enthusiasm does not lead to lasting faith—lack of depth leads to failure 
under pressure or persecution.

Mark 4:18-19 - “And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word…and 

cares of this world…”

These verses explain how worldly distractions hinder spiritual growth. They emphasize prioritizing 
faith over material concerns for true fruitfulness.



Mark 4:20 - “And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word…and 

bring forth fruit…”

Finally concluding with good soil illustrates ideal receptivity—those who accept God’s message 
wholeheartedly produce varying degrees of spiritual fruitfulness based on their commitment level.

Mark 4:20  “And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and 

receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.”

In this verse, Jesus concludes the Parable of the Sower by explaining the meaning of the seed that falls 
on good soil. The “good ground” symbolizes those who not only hear the Word of God but also accept 
it wholeheartedly. The mention of different yields—thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a hundredfold—
illustrates varying degrees of spiritual productivity among believers. This reflects God’s grace in 
allowing each individual to bear fruit according to their capacity.

Mark 4:21  “And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? and 

not to be set on a candlestick?”

Here, Jesus uses the metaphor of a candle to emphasize the importance of revealing truth rather than 
hiding it. A candle is meant to provide light; similarly, those who receive God’s Word should share it 
with others. The rhetorical questions highlight the absurdity of concealing something meant for 
illumination.

Mark 4:22  “For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept 

secret, but that it should come abroad.”

This verse reinforces the idea that all truths will eventually be revealed. It serves as both a warning and 
an encouragement; while hidden things may seem concealed for a time, they will ultimately come to 
light. This can apply both to personal revelations in one’s life and broader truths about God’s kingdom.

Mark 4:23  “If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.”

Jesus emphasizes the necessity of active listening. This phrase is often used in His teachings to 
encourage people to pay attention and understand deeper spiritual truths. It suggests that hearing alone 
is insufficient; one must engage with what is heard.

Mark 4:24  “And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall 

be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given.”

In this verse, Jesus instructs His followers to consider carefully what they listen to. The principle of 
reciprocity is introduced here—how one responds to God’s Word determines how much more 
understanding or revelation they will receive. This underscores the importance of discernment in 
spiritual matters.



Mark 4:25  “For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be 

taken even that which he hath.”

This verse reiterates the previous thought about receiving based on one’s response. Those who 
embrace God’s teachings will gain further insight and blessings; conversely, those who neglect or 
reject them risk losing even their initial understanding or blessings.

Mark 4:26  “And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the 

ground.”

Jesus begins another parable comparing the Kingdom of God to a farmer sowing seeds. This analogy 
illustrates how God’s kingdom grows organically over time through faithfulness in sowing His Word.

Mark 4:27  “And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, 

he knoweth not how.”

The growth process described here emphasizes divine mystery—the farmer does his part by planting 
but does not control how growth occurs. This reflects God’s sovereignty in spiritual growth; believers 
must trust Him for results beyond their comprehension.

Mark 4:28  “For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that 

the full corn in the ear.”

This verse outlines stages in growth—from initial sprouting (the blade) through development (the ear) 
until maturity (full corn). It illustrates that spiritual growth takes time and follows a natural 
progression ordained by God.

Mark 4:29  “But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle because the 

harvest is come.”

The imagery shifts from growth to harvest—a time when believers are called upon to reap what has 
been sown. This signifies readiness for action when spiritual maturity has been reached.

Mark 4:30  “And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what 

comparison shall we compare it?”

Here Jesus invites further contemplation about how best to describe God’s kingdom using relatable 
analogies. He seeks engagement from His listeners regarding understanding its nature.

Mark 4:31  “It is like a grain of mustard seed which when it is sown in the earth is less than all 

seeds that be in the earth.”

The mustard seed represents something small yet potent—indicative of how seemingly insignificant 
beginnings can lead to significant outcomes within God’s kingdom.

Mark 4:32  “But when it is sown, it groweth up and becometh greater than all herbs and 

shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it.”



This verse highlights transformation—the mustard seed grows into something substantial where birds 
find shelter. It symbolizes how faith can start small but develop into something impactful within 
communities.

Mark 4:33-34  “And with many such parables spake he the word unto them… But without a 

parable spake he not unto them…”

These verses indicate Jesus’ teaching method—using parables allows Him to convey profound truths 
simply while also inviting deeper reflection from those willing to seek understanding.

Mark 4:35  “And the same day when even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto 

the other side.”

After teaching extensively through parables during daylight hours, Jesus instructs His disciples to 
cross over Lake Galilee at evening—a transition indicating movement toward new experiences or 
challenges ahead.

Mark 4:36  “And when they had sent away the multitude… they took him even as he was in the 

ship…”

The disciples obeyed Jesus’ command promptly after dismissing crowds gathered around Him—this 
shows their commitment despite potential uncertainties associated with traveling across water at night.

Mark 4:37  “And there arose a great storm of wind… waves beat into the ship…”

A sudden storm threatens their journey—a metaphorical representation reflecting trials faced by 
believers as they navigate life’s challenges while following Christ’s direction.

Mark 4:38  “And he was in the hinder part of the ship asleep on a pillow… Master carest thou 

not that we perish?”

Despite chaos surrounding Him due largely due fear among disciples questioning His concern for their 
safety—this moment reveals human vulnerability contrasted against divine peace embodied by Christ 
even amid turmoil.

Mark 4:39  “And he arose… rebuked wind… Peace! Be still!”

Jesus demonstrates authority over nature by calming both windstorm & waves instantly—a powerful 
reminder illustrating His divinity & ability intervene amidst crises faced by humanity today too!

Mark 4:40  “And he said unto them… Why are ye so fearful? How is it that ye have no faith?”

In questioning their fearfulness juxtaposed against lack faith displayed earlier during stormy ordeal 
indicates need cultivate trust amidst uncertainty rather than succumb anxiety doubt instead!

Mark 4:41  “And they feared exceedingly… What manner of man is this…”

The disciples’ awe following miraculous event leads them ponder identity Christ possesses—a pivotal 
moment recognizing true nature divinity present amongst them throughout journey together!



In summary:

1. Good Ground:  Represents receptive hearts yielding varying degrees fruitfulness.

2. Light Metaphor:  Emphasizes sharing truth rather than hiding.

3. Growth Process:  Illustrates organic development within Kingdom through stages leading 

harvest readiness.

Verse-by-Verse Commentary on Mark 5 (KJV)

Introduction to the Passage  Mark 5:1-20 recounts the account of Jesus healing a man possessed by 

demons in the region of the Gadarenes. This passage illustrates Jesus’ authority over evil spirits and 
highlights themes of redemption and transformation.

Verse 1: “And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the 

Gadarenes.”  This verse sets the scene for Jesus’ arrival in a Gentile region, indicating a significant 

geographical and cultural shift from His previous ministry among Jews. The “other side” refers to 
crossing from Galilee to the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, where He encounters a man with an 
unclean spirit.

Verse 2: “And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a 

man with an unclean spirit,”  The immediacy of this encounter emphasizes both Jesus’ authority and 

the urgency of His mission. The man’s dwelling among tombs symbolizes his spiritual death and 
isolation due to demonic possession.

Verse 3: “Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with 

chains:”  This verse illustrates the severity of the man’s condition. His inability to be restrained by 

chains signifies not only his physical strength but also his complete domination by evil forces. It 
reflects societal rejection as he lives in a place associated with death.

Verse 4: “Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had 

been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame 

him.”  The repeated attempts to bind him highlight humanity’s failure to control or heal those afflicted 

by deep spiritual issues. The imagery here underscores both his supernatural strength and profound 
torment.

Verse 5: “And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and 

cutting himself with stones.”  This verse reveals his anguish—crying out signifies despair while self-

harm indicates deep psychological suffering. It paints a picture of torment that is both physical and 
emotional.



Verse 6: “But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him.”  Despite being possessed, 

there is recognition of Jesus’ authority. The act of running towards Jesus suggests an innate desire for 
deliverance. “Worshipped” indicates acknowledgment of Jesus’ divine power even amidst demonic 
influence.

Verse 7: “And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of 

the most high God? I adjure thee by God that thou torment me not.”  The demon speaks through 

the man here. The title “Son of the most high God” acknowledges Jesus’ divine nature. The plea not to 
be tormented shows fear of judgment from Christ’s presence.

Verse 8: “For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.”  Jesus commands 

directly—this authoritative command demonstrates His power over evil spirits without needing 
elaborate rituals or incantations.

Verse 9: “And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: 

for we are many.”  “Legion” implies a large number (often interpreted as thousands), indicating that 

this man was possessed by multiple demons. This detail emphasizes both his plight and foreshadows 
Christ’s victory over numerous adversaries.

Verse 10: “And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the 

country.”  The demons’ request reflects their awareness that they are subject to Christ’s authority; they 

seek to remain in their territory rather than face banishment into oblivion.

Verse 11-12: “Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding. And 

all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them.”  These 

verses introduce swine as an alternative host for demons—a culturally significant detail since pigs 
were considered unclean animals in Jewish law. This request highlights desperation on part of demons 
seeking refuge.

Verse 13: “And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered 

into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea (they were about two 

thousand;) and were choked in the sea.”  Jesus permits this transfer demonstrating His ultimate 

control over both demons and creation itself. The destruction caused signifies judgment against these 
evil spirits while also illustrating their destructive nature.

Verse 14: “And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in the city and in the country. And they 

went out to see what it was that was done.”  The herdsmen’s reaction shows shock at witnessing 

such an event; their flight indicates fear or disbelief regarding what has transpired under Jesus’ 
authority.

Verse 15: “And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with devils, and had the 

legion sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.”  Upon seeing healed man 



transformed from chaos to calmness evokes fear among witnesses—fear stemming from recognizing 
divine power at work which challenges their understanding or beliefs about reality.

Verse 16-17: “And they that saw it told them how it befell to him that was possessed with devils, 

and also concerning swine. And they began to pray him to depart out of their coasts.”  Instead of 

rejoicing over healing miracle performed before them; people plead for Jesus’ departure due largely 
due economic loss incurred from swine destruction rather than gratitude for restoration experienced 
firsthand.

Verse 18-19: “And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with devils 

prayed him that he might be with him. Howbeit Jesus suffered him not but saith unto him, Go 

home to thy friends; tell them how great things Lord hath done for thee…”  The healed man 

desires closeness with Christ reflecting gratitude yet receives commission instead—to share testimony 
about God’s mercy which serves as powerful witness within community context emphasizing 
importance personal testimony plays evangelism efforts today still relevant today too!

Introduction  The passage of Mark 5:20-43 presents two significant miracles performed by Jesus: the 

healing of a demon-possessed man and the raising of Jairus’s daughter. This commentary will explore 
each verse in detail, providing context, theological implications, and insights into the nature of Christ’s 
ministry.

Mark 5:20  “And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had 

done for him: and all men did marvel.”

In this verse, after being healed from demonic possession, the man who was formerly possessed begins 
to spread the news about Jesus in Decapolis, a region known for its ten cities. His testimony serves as a 
powerful witness to the transformative power of Christ. The phrase “all men did marvel” indicates that 
his story had a profound impact on those who heard it, highlighting the effectiveness of personal 
testimony in evangelism.

Mark 5:21  “And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much people 

gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea.”

Here we see Jesus returning to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. The gathering crowd signifies His 
popularity and the anticipation surrounding His ministry. The mention of being “nigh unto the sea” sets 
a geographical context that is important for understanding subsequent events.

Mark 5:22  “And behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and 

when he saw him, he fell at his feet.”

Jairus is introduced as a ruler of the synagogue, indicating his high social status and religious 
authority. His act of falling at Jesus’ feet demonstrates humility and desperation as he seeks help for 
his dying daughter. This moment emphasizes that even those in positions of power recognize their 
need for divine intervention.



Mark 5:23  “And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I 

pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.”

Jairus expresses his urgent plea for Jesus to heal his daughter. The phrase “at the point of death” 
underscores the gravity of her condition. Jairus’s faith is evident in his belief that physical touch from 
Jesus could bring healing—a reflection of cultural beliefs regarding healing practices during that time.

Mark 5:24  “And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him.”

Jesus responds affirmatively to Jairus’s request and begins to follow him. The crowd’s presence 
illustrates both Jesus’ popularity and their eagerness to witness His miracles. This setting creates an 
atmosphere filled with expectation.

Mark 5:25-26  “And a certain woman which had an issue of blood twelve years, And had 

suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing 
bettered, but rather grew worse.”

These verses introduce another character—a woman suffering from chronic bleeding for twelve years. 
Her plight highlights societal issues regarding health care at that time; despite seeking help from many 
physicians (likely implying various treatments), she only worsened. This woman’s situation reflects 
desperation similar to Jairus’s.

Mark 5:27-28  “When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his 

garment. For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole.”

Upon hearing about Jesus’ miraculous abilities, she approaches Him secretly within the crowd—
indicating her fear or shame due to her condition (which would have made her ceremonially unclean). 
Her faith is demonstrated through her belief that merely touching His garment would suffice for 
healing.

Mark 5:29  “And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body 

that she was healed of that plague.”

The immediate effect upon touching Jesus’ garment illustrates His divine power—healing occurs 
instantly without any spoken word or formal request from her side. This emphasizes not only Christ’s 
authority over illness but also foreshadows themes related to faith throughout this narrative.

Mark 5:30  “And Jesus immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him turned 

him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?”

Jesus’ awareness indicates His divine nature; He perceives when healing power has been transmitted. 
By asking who touched Him despite being surrounded by a thronging crowd shows both His 
compassion toward individuals amidst large gatherings as well as an invitation for acknowledgment 
from those He heals.



Mark 5:31-32  “And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and 

sayest thou who touched me? And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing.”

The disciples express confusion over why Jesus would inquire about someone touching Him given 
how crowded it was—this highlights their limited understanding at this moment compared with 
Christ’s deeper insight into individual needs within crowds.

Mark 5:33-34  “But the woman fearing and trembling knew what was done in her came and fell 

down before him, and told him all the truth. And he said unto her Daughter thy faith hath made 
thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.”

The woman comes forward trembling—her fear likely stemming from societal stigma associated with 
her condition or concern over being reprimanded for touching Him unlawfully according to Jewish 
law. However instead receiving condemnation instead receives affirmation; “Daughter” signifies 
acceptance into God’s family while “thy faith hath made thee whole” emphasizes faith as instrumental 
in receiving healing.

Mark 5:35-36  “While he yet spake there came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house certain 

which said Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further? As soon as Jesus 
heard the word that was spoken he saith unto the ruler of synagogue Be not afraid only believe.”

As news arrives concerning Jairus’ daughter’s death—a devastating blow—Jesus reassures Jairus not 
succumb despair but maintain faith instead emphasizing trust even amidst hopeless situations 
demonstrating God’s sovereignty over life itself.

Mark 5:37-40  “And he suffered no man to follow him save Peter James John…And he cometh 

to house…And when he was come in he saith unto them Why make ye this ado? And weep? The 
damsel is not dead but sleepeth…”

Jesus selects three disciples Peter James John indicating they were privy special experiences during 
ministry moments such transfiguration later resurrection events etc.. Upon arriving at Jairus’ home He 
encounters mourners already grieving loudly declaring death has occurred yet challenges their 
perception stating “the damsel is not dead but sleepeth”—a metaphorical expression reflecting 
resurrection power where death does not hold finality before God’s authority!

Mark 5:41-42  “And he took…said unto her Talitha cumi; which is being interpreted Damsel I 

say unto thee arise…And straightway…the damsel arose…”

This moment captures one most profound miracles recorded! By taking hold hand commanding young 
girl arise showcases intimate connection between healer & healed while simultaneously asserting 
divine authority over mortality itself! The immediate response reinforces belief resurrection can occur 
through Christ alone!



Mark 5:43  “And he charged them straitly that no man should know it; commanded give her 

something to eat.”

After performing miracle instructs silence regarding event perhaps protecting against sensationalism or 
misunderstanding surrounding true nature miracles performed! Additionally providing food 
symbolizes restoration health vitality following miraculous act demonstrating holistic care 
encompassing both spiritual physical needs!

In summary these verses collectively illustrate themes including faith perseverance hope amidst 
despair showcasing transformative power Christ brings lives through personal testimonies miracles 
ultimately pointing towards greater truths found within Gospel message itself!

Verse by Verse Commentary on Mark 6 (KJV)

Mark 6:1

“And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples follow him.”
In this verse, Jesus returns to Nazareth, His hometown. The phrase “his own country” indicates a place 
where He is familiar and known. The presence of His disciples emphasizes the growing group of 
followers who accompany Him, highlighting the communal aspect of His ministry.

Mark 6:2

“And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: and many hearing 
him were astonished, saying, From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this 
which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands?”
Here, Jesus teaches in the synagogue on the Sabbath. The astonishment of the people reflects their 
surprise at His authority and knowledge. They question the source of His wisdom and miraculous 
works, indicating a mix of admiration and skepticism.

Mark 6:3

“Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and 
Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.”
The townspeople recognize Jesus as a familiar figure—“the carpenter” and “the son of Mary.” Their 
familiarity breeds contempt; they cannot reconcile His humble origins with His profound teachings. 
The mention of His siblings suggests a close-knit family background but also highlights their disbelief.

Mark 6:4

“But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and among 
his own kin, and in his own house.”
Jesus responds by citing a common adage about prophets being honored elsewhere but not in their 
hometowns. This statement underscores the challenge He faces from those who know Him best yet fail 
to accept Him as a prophet or Messiah.



Mark 6:5

“And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and 
healed them.”
This verse illustrates that due to their unbelief, Jesus was limited in performing miracles in Nazareth. It 
emphasizes how faith plays a crucial role in experiencing divine intervention.

Mark 6:6

“And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went round about the villages teaching.”
Jesus’ amazement at their lack of faith highlights the importance He places on belief for miracles to 
occur. Despite rejection in Nazareth, He continues His mission by teaching in surrounding villages.

Mark 6:7

“And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and two; and gave 
them power over unclean spirits;”
Jesus commissions His twelve disciples for ministry work. Sending them out in pairs serves practical 
purposes—mutual support—and symbolizes community outreach. Granting them power over unclean 
spirits signifies an extension of His authority through them.

Mark 6:8

“And commanded them that they should take nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no 
scrip, no bread, no money in their purse:”
This instruction emphasizes reliance on God rather than material provisions. It teaches trust in divine 
provision during their mission.

Mark 6:9

“But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats.”
The directive to wear sandals but limit clothing further reinforces simplicity and readiness for travel 
while maintaining some basic necessities.

Mark 6:10

“And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into an house, there abide till ye depart 
from that place.”
Jesus instructs them to settle into homes where they are welcomed until they leave that area. This 
promotes stability during their itinerant ministry while respecting hospitality norms.

Mark 6:11

“And whosoever shall not receive you nor hear you when ye depart thence shake off the dust 
under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city.”
This verse outlines consequences for rejection—shaking off dust symbolizes distancing themselves 
from those who refuse to listen. The comparison to Sodom underscores severe accountability for 
rejecting God’s messengers.



Mark 6:12-13

“And they went out, and preached that men should repent. And they cast out many devils, and 
anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them.”
The disciples successfully carry out Jesus’ instructions by preaching repentance—a core message of 
Jesus’ ministry—and performing healings which validate their authority as representatives of Christ.

Mark 6:14-16

“And king Herod heard of him; (for his name was spread abroad:) and he said that John the 
Baptist was risen from the dead…”
These verses introduce King Herod’s awareness of Jesus’ ministry amidst rumors linking Him to John 
the Baptist’s resurrection. This reflects how Jesus’ growing fame leads to speculation about His 
identity.

Mark 6:17-18  “For Herod himself had sent forth…and had John bound in prison…For John 

had said unto Herod…It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s wife.”
These verses recount John’s imprisonment due to Herod’s unlawful marriage to Herodias (his brother’s 
wife). John’s boldness in confronting sin exemplifies prophetic courage but also sets up tension 
leading to tragic consequences.

Mark 6:19-20  “Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him…And when he heard him…he 

did many things…”
Herodias harbors resentment towards John due to his condemnation of her marriage. Despite 
imprisoning John out of fear yet being intrigued by his teachings—this internal conflict foreshadows 
future events leading up to John’s execution.

In summary: This passage illustrates themes such as rejection faced by prophets within their 
communities (verses 1-4), commissioning disciples (verses 7-13), public perception (verses 14-16), 
moral confrontation (verses 17-18), personal conflict within leadership (verses 19-20). Each section 
contributes significantly towards understanding both Jesus’ earthly ministry dynamics as well as 
foreshadowing events leading towards pivotal moments within Gospel narratives.

Verse 21: “And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on his birthday made a supper to 

his lords, high captains, and chief estates of Galilee;”

This verse sets the scene for a royal banquet hosted by King Herod Antipas. The term “convenient 
day” suggests that this event was planned with intention, indicating its importance. The gathering 
includes influential figures from Galilee, emphasizing Herod’s political power and social status.

Verse 22: “And when the daughter of the said Herodias came in, and danced, and pleased Herod  

and them that sat with him, the king said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and 

I will give it thee.”

Herodias’ daughter’s dance captivates Herod and his guests. This moment reflects not only her charm 
but also highlights how power dynamics can be manipulated through entertainment. Herod’s impulsive 
promise reveals his desire to impress those around him.



Verse 23: “And he sware unto her, Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the 

half of my kingdom.”

Herod’s extravagant promise indicates his recklessness; he offers something monumental without 
considering potential consequences. This hyperbolic statement underscores both his authority as king 
and his vulnerability to manipulation.

Verse 24: “And she went forth, and said unto her mother, What shall I ask? And she said, The 

head of John the Baptist.”

The daughter seeks counsel from her mother rather than deciding independently. This interaction 
illustrates a sinister plot against John the Baptist orchestrated by Herodias. It shows how personal 
vendettas can intertwine with political power.

Verse 25: “And she came in straightway with haste unto the king, and asked, saying, I will that 

thou give me by-and-by in a charger the head of John the Baptist.”

The urgency in her request emphasizes her determination to fulfill her mother’s wish. The use of 
“charger” denotes a dish or platter suitable for serving something significant—here representing death 
itself.

Verse 26: “And the king was exceeding sorry; yet for his oath’s sake, and for their sakes which 

sat with him, he would not reject her.”

Herod’s internal conflict is evident; he is troubled by what he must do but feels bound by his oath 
before guests. This illustrates how public perception can pressure leaders into making morally 
questionable decisions.

Verse 27: “And immediately the king sent an executioner, and commanded his head to be 

brought: and he went and beheaded him in the prison.”

The immediacy of Herod’s command reflects both fear and desperation to maintain his image as a 
ruler who keeps promises—even at great moral cost. The act itself is brutal; it signifies how easily life 
can be extinguished under political machinations.

Verse 28: “And brought his head in a charger, and gave it to the damsel: and the damsel gave it 

to her mother.”

The gruesome delivery symbolizes complete submission to evil desires over righteousness. It serves as 
a stark reminder of John’s martyrdom for speaking truth against corruption.



Verse 29: “And when his disciples heard of it, they came and took up his corpse, and laid it in a 

tomb.”

John’s disciples honor him by giving him a proper burial—a sign of respect amidst tragedy. This act 
contrasts sharply with how John was treated during life versus death.

Verse 30: “And the apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus, and told him all things, 

both what they had done, and what they had taught.”

This verse marks a transition where Jesus’ apostles report back after their mission work. Their 
gathering signifies unity among them as they share experiences—indicative of their growth as leaders 
under Jesus’ guidance.

Verse 31: “And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest 

awhile: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat.”

Jesus recognizes their need for rest amidst busyness—a principle reflecting care for physical well-
being alongside spiritual duties. The invitation to retreat indicates His understanding of human 
limitations.

Verse 32: “And they departed into a desert place by ship privately.”

The choice to go “by ship” suggests an intentional effort to find solitude away from crowds—a 
necessary step for rejuvenation before continuing their mission work.

Verse 33: “And the people saw them departing; and many knew him, and ran afoot thither out 

of all cities; and outwent them.”

Despite seeking solitude, Jesus’ fame draws crowds who pursue Him relentlessly. Their eagerness 
demonstrates deep hunger for His teachings—indicating His magnetic influence on people seeking 
hope or healing.

Verse 34: “And Jesus when he came out saw much people, and was moved with compassion 

toward them because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them 

many things.”

Jesus’ compassion shines through here; He perceives their spiritual neediness akin to lost sheep 
without guidance. His immediate response is teaching—demonstrating His role as both leader 
(shepherd) spiritually nourishing His followers.

Verse 35: “And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, This is a 

desert place, and now the time is far passed:”

In this verse, we see that it is late in the day. The disciples recognize their surroundings as a “desert 
place,” indicating a remote area lacking resources. Their concern for the crowd’s needs foreshadows 
the miracle that will occur.



Verse 36: “Send them away, that they may go into the country round about, and into the 

villages, and buy themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat.”

The disciples suggest sending the crowd away to find food. This reflects their practical mindset but 
also highlights their lack of faith in Jesus’ ability to provide for such needs. They acknowledge that the 
people are hungry but do not consider that Jesus might perform a miracle.

Verse 37: “He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall 

we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat?”

Jesus challenges His disciples by instructing them to feed the crowd themselves. Their response 
indicates disbelief; they calculate that even a large sum of money would not suffice for such a 
multitude. This moment sets up an important lesson about faith and reliance on divine provision.

Verse 38: “He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? Go and see. And when they knew, 

they say, Five, and two fishes.”

Jesus asks what resources are available. The disciples report having only five loaves of bread and two 
fish—an inadequate amount for thousands of people. This detail emphasizes human limitations 
contrasted with divine possibilities.

Verse 39-40: “And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies upon the green 

grass. And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties.”

Jesus organizes the crowd into manageable groups before performing the miracle. The mention of 
“green grass” suggests it was springtime or early summer—a detail that adds vividness to the scene.

Verse 41: “And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, 

and blessed, and brake the loaves.”

Here we see Jesus’ act of blessing before distributing food—a common Jewish practice reflecting 
gratitude towards God. By looking up to heaven, He acknowledges God as the source of all provision.

Verse 42-43: “And did all eat, and were filled. And they took up twelve baskets full of the 

fragments, and of the fishes.”

The miracle occurs as everyone eats until satisfied; this abundance leads to twelve baskets being 
collected afterward—symbolizing both God’s provision (enough for each disciple) and perhaps 
representing Israel’s twelve tribes.

Mark 6:44

“And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men.”
This verse concludes the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand, emphasizing the scale of the 
event. The mention of “five thousand men” indicates that this number does not include women 
and children, suggesting that the total number of people fed could have been significantly higher. 



This miracle is significant in demonstrating Jesus’ compassion and ability to provide for physical 
needs.

Mark 6:45

“And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side 
before unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the people.”
Here, Jesus directs His disciples to leave for Bethsaida while He dismisses the crowd. The term 
“constrained” implies a sense of urgency or necessity in Jesus’ command. This action shows Jesus’ 
leadership and authority over His disciples and highlights His concern for their safety as well as His 
desire to manage the crowd effectively.

Mark 6:46

“And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to pray.”
After sending away both His disciples and the multitude, Jesus retreats to a mountain to pray. This 
illustrates His practice of seeking solitude for communion with God, emphasizing prayer’s importance 
in His ministry. It also reflects a moment of personal reflection and preparation for what was to come 
next.

Mark 6:47

“And when even was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land.”
This verse sets up a contrast between Jesus on land and His disciples at sea. The phrase “when even 
was come” indicates that it is now evening; thus, several hours have passed since He sent them away. 
The disciples are caught in a difficult situation as they are far from shore.

Mark 6:48

“And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth 
watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them.”
Jesus observes His disciples struggling against strong winds while rowing. The “fourth watch” refers 
to a time period between 3 AM and 6 AM. The phrase “would have passed by them” suggests that 
Jesus intended to reveal Himself without directly intervening initially, which may indicate a test of 
faith for His disciples.

Mark 6:49

“But when they saw him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried 
out:”
The disciples mistake Jesus for a ghost due to their fear and confusion during this tumultuous time. 
Their reaction reflects common superstitions of that era regarding spirits or phantoms appearing at sea
—showing their lack of understanding about who Jesus truly is despite having witnessed many 
miracles.

Mark 6:50

“For they all saw him, and were troubled. And immediately he talked with them, and saith unto 
them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid.”
Jesus reassures His frightened disciples with words of comfort—“Be of good cheer.” This statement 



emphasizes both His identity (“it is I”) and an invitation not to fear. It demonstrates Jesus’ authority 
over nature as well as His role as a source of peace amidst chaos.

Mark 6:51

“And he went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in 
themselves beyond measure, and wondered.”
Upon entering their boat, calmness returns immediately—a powerful demonstration of Jesus’ control 
over natural elements. Their amazement signifies their struggle to comprehend fully who He is; despite 
previous experiences with Him performing miracles, this event deepens their understanding.

Mark 6:52

“For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was hardened.”
This verse indicates that despite witnessing miraculous events like feeding thousands with loaves and 
fish earlier that day, their hearts remained hardened—suggesting spiritual blindness or lack of faith at 
that moment. It serves as a reminder about human tendencies toward doubt even after experiencing 
divine acts.

Mark 6:53

“And when they had passed over, they came into the land of Gennesaret, and drew to the shore.”
The journey continues as they arrive at Gennesaret—a fertile region known for its agricultural 
productivity near Galilee. This transition marks another phase in Jesus’ ministry where He will 
continue healing those who seek Him.

Mark 6:54

“And when they were come out of the ship, straightway they knew him,”
As soon as they disembark from their boat at Gennesaret, people recognize Jesus immediately—a 
testament to His growing fame throughout Judea due to previous miracles performed.

Mark 6:55

“And ran through that whole region round about, and began to carry about in beds those that 
were sick where they heard he was.”
The response from locals shows urgency in seeking healing from Jesus; individuals carried sick friends 
or family members on beds (or mats) hoping for miraculous intervention—demonstrating faith in 
Christ’s power.

Mark 6:56  “And whithersoever he entered into villages or cities or country, they laid the sick in 

the streets, and besought him that they might touch if it were but the border of his garment: and 
as many as touched him were made whole.”
This final verse encapsulates widespread belief in Christ’s healing abilities; people sought merely 
contact with Him—symbolized by touching “the border” (hem) of His garment—as sufficient for 
healing. This reflects both desperation among sufferers but also profound faith regarding Christ’s 
power.



In summary:

• These verses illustrate key themes such as faith amid fear.
• They highlight how recognition can lead one closer toward understanding divine authority.
• They emphasize prayer’s importance within ministry contexts.
• Lastly, these passages show how collective need drives individuals toward seeking help from 

Christ.

Verse-by-Verse Commentary on Mark 7 (KJV)

Introduction to the Passage

Mark 7:1-20 presents a significant teaching of Jesus regarding the nature of true defilement and the 
importance of inner purity over external rituals. This passage highlights the conflict between Jesus and 
the Pharisees, who adhered strictly to traditional laws and customs.

Verse 1: “Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which came 

from Jerusalem.”

This verse sets the scene for a confrontation between Jesus and religious leaders. The Pharisees were a 
prominent Jewish sect known for their strict observance of the Law. Their coming from Jerusalem 
indicates that they were likely sent to investigate Jesus’ teachings and actions, reflecting their concern 
over His growing influence.

Verse 2: “And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with 

unwashen hands, they found fault.”

The term “defiled” refers to being ceremonially unclean according to Jewish law. The Pharisees 
observed that some of Jesus’ disciples did not follow the tradition of ritual handwashing before eating, 
which was a customary practice intended to maintain ceremonial purity. Their criticism underscores 
their focus on external adherence to tradition rather than understanding deeper spiritual truths.

Verse 3: “For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding 

the tradition of the elders.”

This verse explains that handwashing was part of a broader set of traditions passed down from 
previous generations. The phrase “holding the tradition of the elders” emphasizes how these customs 
had become integral to Jewish identity and practice. It also suggests that these traditions were 
prioritized over God’s commandments.



Verse 4: “And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. And many other  

things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brazen 

vessels, and of tables.”

Here we see further elaboration on purification practices. The mention of washing items like cups and 
pots illustrates how extensive these traditions were. The emphasis on cleanliness reflects both physical 
hygiene and spiritual symbolism in Jewish culture.

Verse 5: “Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to 

the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands?”

The question posed by the Pharisees reveals their challenge against Jesus’ authority. They are 
perplexed as to why His disciples do not conform to established traditions. This inquiry serves as a 
catalyst for Jesus’ teaching about true purity.

Verses 6-7: “He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as  

it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in  

vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”

Jesus responds by quoting Isaiah (Isaiah 29:13), calling out their hypocrisy. He points out that while 
they may appear pious through outward expressions (“with their lips”), their hearts are distant from 
God. This critique emphasizes that worship must stem from genuine faith rather than mere ritualistic 
observance.

Verses 8-9: “For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men… And he 

said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God that ye may keep your own 

tradition.”

In these verses, Jesus accuses them of prioritizing human traditions over divine commandments. He 
highlights a critical issue within religious practices—when human-made rules overshadow God’s laws. 
This rejection leads to a distorted understanding of righteousness.

Mark 7:10  “For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or 

mother, let him die the death.”

In this verse, Jesus references the commandment given by Moses in Exodus 20:12 and Leviticus 20:9. 
The commandment emphasizes the importance of honoring one’s parents, which was a fundamental 
aspect of Jewish law. The phrase “let him die the death” indicates the severe consequences for cursing 
one’s parents, highlighting the seriousness with which these laws were regarded in ancient Israel.



Mark 7:11  “But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, A 

gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free.”

Here, Jesus points out a loophole that some religious leaders exploited. The term “Corban” refers to 
something dedicated to God. By declaring their resources as Corban, individuals could avoid their 
responsibility to support their parents financially. This practice undermined the commandment to 
honor one’s parents and demonstrated how human traditions could conflict with divine 
commandments.

Mark 7:12  “And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother;”

This verse indicates that because of this tradition of Corban, individuals were effectively prevented 
from helping their parents. The religious leaders allowed this practice to continue despite its 
contradiction with God’s law. This highlights a critical issue in Jesus’ ministry—how human traditions 
can sometimes lead people away from true obedience to God’s commands.

Mark 7:13  “Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have 

delivered: and many such like things do ye.”

Jesus accuses the Pharisees and scribes of nullifying God’s Word through their traditions. By 
prioritizing human-made rules over divine commandments, they rendered God’s instructions 
ineffective in practical life. This verse serves as a warning against allowing cultural or religious 
traditions to overshadow fundamental moral obligations.

Mark 7:14  “And when he had called all the people unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto 

me every one of you, and understand:”

In this moment of teaching, Jesus calls everyone together to emphasize the importance of 
understanding His message. He invites all listeners—both disciples and crowds—to pay attention and 
grasp what He is about to explain regarding true defilement.

Mark 7:15  “There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the 

things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man.”

Jesus introduces a radical idea here—that external factors (such as food) do not make someone unclean 
or sinful. Instead, it is what comes from within—a person’s thoughts and actions—that truly defines 
moral purity or impurity. This teaching challenges prevailing Jewish customs concerning dietary laws.

Mark 7:16  “If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.”

This phrase serves as an exhortation for attentive listening. It underscores the significance of His 
teaching about inner purity versus external rituals. It also suggests that understanding may require 
spiritual insight beyond mere physical hearing.



Mark 7:17  “And when he was entered into the house from the people, his disciples asked him 

concerning the parable.”

After addressing the crowd outside, Jesus enters a house where His disciples seek clarification on His 
earlier statements. Their inquiry reflects both confusion and eagerness to understand deeper spiritual 
truths behind His teachings.

Mark 7:18  “And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive 

that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him;”

Jesus expresses disappointment at His disciples’ lack of understanding regarding His teaching on 
defilement. He reiterates that external substances cannot corrupt a person spiritually; rather it’s what 
originates from within that matters most.

Mark 7:19  “Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the 

draught; purging all meats.”

In this explanation, Jesus clarifies further by stating that food does not reach one’s heart (the seat of 
moral decision-making) but rather passes through bodily processes (“goeth out into the draught”). This 
statement implies a significant shift in understanding dietary laws—suggesting they are no longer 
binding in light of spiritual truths revealed through Christ.

Mark 7:20

“And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man.”
In this verse, Jesus emphasizes that it is not external factors or food that defile a person, but rather 
what comes from within. This statement challenges the Jewish purity laws and highlights the 
importance of inner morality over ritualistic observance.

Mark 7:21

“For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders,”
Here, Jesus lists specific sins that originate from the heart. The “heart” in biblical terms often refers to 
the center of one’s being—thoughts, emotions, and will. This verse underscores human depravity and 
the need for inner transformation.

Mark 7:22

“Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, 
foolishness:”
This verse continues the list of sinful behaviors stemming from a corrupted heart. Each term reflects 
various aspects of moral failure and societal disruption. The inclusion of “an evil eye” suggests 
jealousy or malice towards others.



Mark 7:23

“All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.”
Jesus concludes His list by reiterating that these internal evils are what truly defile a person. This 
reinforces His teaching that moral purity is a matter of one’s inner life rather than mere adherence to 
external rituals.

Mark 7:24

“And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon; and entered into an 
house, and would have no man know it: but he could not be hid.”
After teaching about inner purity, Jesus travels to Tyre and Sidon—Gentile regions. His desire for 
privacy indicates a momentary retreat from public ministry; however, His fame prevents Him from 
remaining hidden.

Mark 7:25

“For a certain woman whose young daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him, and came and 
fell at his feet:”
The narrative introduces a Syrophoenician woman who seeks help for her daughter possessed by an 
unclean spirit. Her act of falling at Jesus’ feet demonstrates humility and desperation.

Mark 7:26

“The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he would cast 
forth the devil out of her daughter.”
Identifying her as a Gentile emphasizes her outsider status in Jewish culture. Despite this barrier, she 
boldly approaches Jesus with faith in His power to heal.

Mark 7:27

“But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children’s 
bread and to cast it unto the dogs.”
Jesus’ response may seem harsh; He uses a metaphor comparing Jews (the children) to Gentiles (the 
dogs). This reflects cultural attitudes but also serves as a test of faith for the woman.

Mark 7:28

“And she answered and said unto him, Yes Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the 
children’s crumbs.”
The woman’s clever reply acknowledges her position while expressing faith in Jesus’ ability to extend 
grace beyond Israel. She recognizes that even small blessings from Him can bring healing.

Mark 7:29

“And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter.”
Jesus commends her faith and grants her request without needing to be physically present with her 
daughter. This illustrates His authority over demonic forces regardless of location.



Mark 7:30

“And when she was come to her house, she found the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon 
the bed.”
Upon returning home, she discovers that her daughter has been healed as promised. This outcome 
reinforces Jesus’ power over evil spirits.

Mark 7:31

“And again departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the sea of Galilee through 
the midst of the coasts of Decapolis.”
Jesus returns to Jewish territory via Decapolis—a region known for its Gentile population—indicating 
His mission extends beyond Israel while still focusing on Jewish ministry.

Mark 7:32

“And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; and they 
beseech him to put his hand upon him.”
The people bring a deaf man with speech difficulties seeking healing. Their actions reflect communal 
faith in Jesus’ miraculous abilities.

Mark 7:33  “And he took him aside from the multitude privately; and put his fingers into his 

ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue;”
Jesus’ method here is intimate; He removes the man from public view before performing healing acts 
involving touch—signifying personal attention to individual needs.

Mark 7:34  “And looking up to heaven he sighed, and saith unto him Ephphatha, that is Be 

opened.”
By looking up toward heaven before healing signifies dependence on divine power. The Aramaic word 
“Ephphatha” directly commands restoration—demonstrating authority over physical ailments.

Mark 7:35  “And straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed; and 

he spake plain.”
The immediate results affirm Jesus’ miraculous capabilities—the deaf man’s hearing restored along 
with clear speech symbolizes spiritual awakening alongside physical healing.

Mark 7:36  “And he charged them that they should tell no man: but the more he charged them 

so much the more a great deal they published it;”
Despite instructing silence regarding His miracles—a common theme in Mark—people cannot contain 
their excitement about what has happened. This reflects human nature’s tendency towards 
proclamation when experiencing something extraordinary.

Mark 7:37  “And were beyond measure astonished saying He hath done all things well: He 

maketh both the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak.”
The crowd’s reaction encapsulates their amazement at Jesus’ works—they recognize His ability not 
only as healer but also as one who fulfills prophetic expectations regarding restoration among God’s 
people.



In summary: This passage illustrates key themes in Mark’s Gospel including inner purity versus 
external observance (verses 20-23), faith across cultural boundaries (verses 24-30), personal 
encounters leading to miraculous healings (verses 31-37), emphasizing both Jesus’ authority over 
spiritual forces as well as physical ailments while inviting readers into deeper understanding about 
faith’s transformative power regardless of background or status.

Verse-by-Verse Commentary on Mark 8 (KJV)

Mark 8:1-9: Feeding the 4,000

Verse 1:

"In those days the multitude being very great, and having nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples unto 
him, and saith unto them,"

• Commentary: Jesus shows compassion toward the people gathered to hear His teaching. He 
notices their physical need for food, which reflects His care not just for spiritual well-being but 
also for physical necessities. He involves the disciples, preparing to teach them a lesson in faith.

Verse 2:

"I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now been with me three days, and have 
nothing to eat:"

• Commentary: The word "compassion" here signifies the deep emotional concern of Jesus for 
those following Him. They have prioritized their spiritual hunger over physical needs, and Jesus 
acknowledges their devotion by expressing concern for their lack of food.

Verse 3:

"And if I send them away fasting to their own houses, they will faint by the way: for divers of them 
came from far."

• Commentary: Jesus recognizes the practical danger in sending the people away without 
feeding them, knowing many had traveled long distances and may not have the strength to 
return home safely without nourishment.

Verse 4:

"And his disciples answered him, From whence can a man satisfy these men with bread here in the 
wilderness?"

• Commentary: The disciples, like in the feeding of the 5,000 (Mark 6:37), express doubt about 
how they can provide food for so many in a remote place. Despite having witnessed miracles, 
they still struggle to grasp Jesus’ divine provision.



Verse 5:

"And he asked them, How many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven."

• Commentary: Jesus asks them to take inventory of their resources, which may seem meager—
just seven loaves—but He is about to demonstrate again how God can multiply what seems 
small when placed in His hands.

Verse 6:

"And he commanded the people to sit down on the ground: and he took the seven loaves, and gave 
thanks, and brake, and gave to his disciples to set before them; and they did set them before the 
people."

• Commentary: Jesus involves the disciples in the process of distribution, emphasizing His 
pattern of multiplying resources through gratitude and faith. The act of giving thanks before 
breaking the bread signifies the importance of gratitude to God before expecting provision.

Verse 7:

"And they had a few small fishes: and he blessed, and commanded to set them also before them."

• Commentary: The additional detail of small fishes further highlights the limited resources. Yet 
Jesus "blessed" them, signifying the power of God’s blessing to transform insufficiency into 
abundance.

Verse 8:

"So they did eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets."

• Commentary: Not only were the people fed, but they were fully satisfied, with an abundance 
left over. The seven baskets of leftovers symbolize completeness and the overflowing nature of 
God’s provision.

Verse 9:

"And they that had eaten were about four thousand: and he sent them away."

• Commentary: This feeding of the 4,000 is distinct from the earlier feeding of the 5,000 (Mark 
6:30-44), yet it conveys a similar lesson about faith, compassion, and the miraculous provision 
of God. After ensuring the people are fed, Jesus dismisses them.

Mark 8:10-13: The Pharisees Demand a Sign

Verse 10:

"And straightway he entered into a ship with his disciples, and came into the parts of Dalmanutha."



• Commentary: After feeding the multitude, Jesus and His disciples cross over by boat to the 
region of Dalmanutha, marking a shift in His location and ministry focus.

Verse 11:

"And the Pharisees came forth, and began to question with him, seeking of him a sign from heaven, 
tempting him."

• Commentary: The Pharisees, often depicted as religious authorities who opposed Jesus, 
demand a sign from heaven. Their request is not born out of genuine faith but a desire to test or 
trap Jesus. They fail to understand that Jesus’ miracles are signs in themselves.

Verse 12:

"And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why doth this generation seek after a sign? verily I say 
unto you, There shall no sign be given unto this generation."

• Commentary: Jesus’ deep sigh reflects His frustration with their persistent unbelief. They 
demand proof, yet their hearts are hardened. He declares that no sign will be given because they 
have already rejected the signs He has performed.

Verse 13:

"And he left them, and entering into the ship again departed to the other side."

• Commentary: Jesus withdraws from the Pharisees, signifying that no further engagement will 
be fruitful at this time. His focus remains on those who are open to His message.

Mark 8:14-21: The Leaven of the Pharisees

Verse 14:

"Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, neither had they in the ship with them more than one 
loaf."

• Commentary: The disciples' lack of bread presents a contrast to the recent miraculous feedings. 
This physical concern will soon be linked to a spiritual lesson that Jesus is about to teach them.

Verse 15:

"And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of 
Herod."

• Commentary: Jesus uses the metaphor of leaven (yeast), which permeates and influences 
dough, to warn against the corrupting influence of the Pharisees and Herod. Both groups 
exemplify unbelief and worldliness, which can subtly corrupt one’s faith.



Verse 16:

"And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have no bread."

• Commentary: The disciples misunderstand Jesus’ metaphor, thinking He is rebuking them for 
forgetting bread. This reflects their struggle to grasp deeper spiritual truths, despite having 
witnessed His miracles.

Verse 17:

"And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? perceive ye 
not yet, neither understand? have ye your heart yet hardened?"

• Commentary: Jesus rebukes the disciples for their lack of understanding. Despite witnessing 
His miracles, they are still focused on physical needs rather than grasping the spiritual 
significance of His teachings.

Verse 18:

"Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye not remember?"

• Commentary: Jesus reminds them of their spiritual blindness and deafness. He calls them to 
remember the miracles He has already performed, urging them to open their eyes and ears to 
spiritual realities.

Verse 19-20:

"When I brake the five loaves among five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? 
They say unto him, Twelve.
And when the seven among four thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? And they 
said, Seven."

• Commentary: Jesus asks the disciples to recall the previous miraculous feedings to remind 
them of His ability to provide abundantly. The twelve and seven baskets represent fullness and 
completeness, symbols they fail to interpret.

Verse 21:

"And he said unto them, How is it that ye do not understand?"

• Commentary: Jesus concludes with a gentle rebuke, pointing out that the disciples should have 
understood by now that His provision transcends material concerns. They need to trust in His 
ability to meet all their needs—both physical and spiritual.



Mark 8:22-26: The Healing of a Blind Man at Bethsaida

Verse 22:

"And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him."

• Commentary: In Bethsaida, people bring a blind man to Jesus, asking for healing. This act of 
bringing someone to Jesus highlights the faith of the community, believing that Jesus’ touch 
could heal the man.

Verse 23:

"And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, 
and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought."

• Commentary: Jesus leads the man away from the crowds, perhaps to create a more personal, 
intimate environment for healing. The use of spit is culturally significant, as it was sometimes 
considered a healing agent. This method emphasizes Jesus’ unique approach to each healing.

Verse 24:

"And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking."

• Commentary: The blind man’s vision is partially restored but not yet fully clear. This gradual 
healing is unusual in Jesus’ miracles and may symbolize the disciples' own gradual spiritual 
understanding—they are beginning to see, but their perception is still blurry.

Verse 25:

"After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw 
every man clearly."

• Commentary: Jesus completes the healing with a second touch, fully restoring the man’s 
vision. This emphasizes that spiritual clarity and insight sometimes come progressively, just as 
physical healing did in this case. The process highlights Jesus’ patience and care in bringing the 
man to complete restoration.

Verse 26:

"And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town."

• Commentary: Jesus instructs the man to avoid spreading news of the miracle, possibly to avoid 
drawing unnecessary attention or fueling misconceptions about His mission. Jesus is deliberate 
in controlling the timing of His public revelation.



Mark 8:27-30: Peter’s Confession of Christ

Verse 27:

"And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the way he asked 
his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am?"

• Commentary: As Jesus and His disciples travel to Caesarea Philippi, He initiates a 
conversation about His identity. By asking, "Whom do men say that I am?" He is preparing 
them to confront the various opinions about Him and ultimately reflect on their own 
understanding.

Verse 28:

"And they answered, John the Baptist: but some say, Elias; and others, One of the prophets."

• Commentary: The disciples relay common beliefs about Jesus’ identity. Some think He is John 
the Baptist, risen from the dead (as Herod believed in Mark 6:14), while others identify Him 
with Elijah or another prophet. These responses reflect the people’s recognition of Jesus as a 
significant spiritual figure, but they fall short of recognizing His full identity as the Messiah.

Verse 29:

"And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art 
the Christ."

• Commentary: Jesus presses the disciples for their personal belief, and Peter boldly confesses 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah. This is a pivotal moment in the Gospel, as Peter articulates 
a deeper understanding of Jesus' divine role, even if the full implications are not yet clear to 
him.

Verse 30:

"And he charged them that they should tell no man of him."

• Commentary: Jesus again commands silence, instructing the disciples not to spread this 
revelation. The timing of His public declaration as Messiah is crucial, and Jesus knows that His 
mission will unfold according to God’s plan, not the expectations of the crowd or the disciples.

Mark 8:31-33: Jesus Predicts His Death

Verse 31:

"And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the 
elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again."

• Commentary: Jesus begins to openly teach about His suffering, rejection, death, and 
resurrection. This marks a turning point in His ministry, as He prepares the disciples for the 
difficult path ahead. The title "Son of Man" emphasizes both His humanity and divine authority, 



while the prediction of His death challenges the disciples' expectations of a conquering 
Messiah.

Verse 32:

"And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him."

• Commentary: Peter, having just confessed Jesus as the Messiah, now reacts strongly to the idea 
of His suffering and death. In Peter’s mind, a suffering Messiah contradicts his expectations of a 
triumphant king, so he rebukes Jesus, likely out of concern and confusion.

Verse 33:

"But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind 
me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men."

• Commentary: Jesus' sharp rebuke of Peter, calling him "Satan," reveals the seriousness of 
Peter’s misunderstanding. By rejecting the necessity of Jesus' suffering, Peter is aligning with a 
human-centered perspective, which opposes God’s redemptive plan. Jesus' response indicates 
that the path to salvation requires embracing suffering, not avoiding it.

Mark 8:34-38: The Cost of Discipleship

Verse 34:

"And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever 
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me."

• Commentary: Jesus sets the terms of discipleship: self-denial, bearing one’s cross, and 
following Him. The cross symbolizes suffering, sacrifice, and total commitment. To follow 
Jesus is to accept the cost of discipleship, which involves rejecting self-centered desires and 
embracing the way of the cross.

Verse 35:

"For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the 
gospel's, the same shall save it."

• Commentary: Jesus introduces a paradox: those who seek to preserve their life by avoiding 
sacrifice will ultimately lose it, while those willing to give up their life for Jesus and the Gospel 
will find true life. This reflects the principle of spiritual surrender leading to eternal life.

Verse 36:

"For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?"

• Commentary: Jesus emphasizes the ultimate value of the soul, questioning the worth of 
worldly gain if it results in spiritual loss. The message is clear: no amount of earthly success or 
material wealth can compensate for losing one’s soul.



Verse 37:

"Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?"

• Commentary: This rhetorical question reinforces the immeasurable worth of the soul. There is 
nothing a person can give to redeem or reclaim a lost soul, highlighting the urgency of choosing 
to follow Jesus.

Verse 38:

"Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels."

• Commentary: Jesus warns against being ashamed of Him and His message, particularly in the 
face of opposition from a sinful world. He promises that those who reject Him will face ultimate 
rejection when He returns in glory. This statement underscores the importance of faithful 
allegiance to Christ, even in a hostile environment.

Conclusion

Mark 8 presents a powerful sequence of events, from Jesus’ miracles of provision and healing to the 
critical revelation of His identity and mission. It also highlights the disciples' struggle to understand 
Jesus’ purpose, culminating in Peter’s confession of Christ and Jesus’ prediction of His suffering and 
death. The chapter concludes with a call to discipleship, emphasizing the cost of following Jesus and 
the eternal value of the soul. The themes of faith, sacrifice, and the need for spiritual insight resonate 
throughout this chapter.

Verse-by-Verse Commentary on Mark 9 (KJV)

Mark 9:1-13: The Transfiguration

Verse 1:

"And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which shall 
not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power."

• Commentary: Jesus foretells that some of His disciples will witness a glimpse of the Kingdom 
of God in power before their death. This statement refers to the imminent Transfiguration, 
where Peter, James, and John will see Jesus in His divine glory, representing a foretaste of His 
future reign.



Verse 2:

"And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high 
mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them."

• Commentary: Six days after His prediction, Jesus takes Peter, James, and John—His closest 
disciples—to a mountain, where He is transfigured. His appearance changes, revealing His 
divine glory. The event demonstrates that Jesus is more than a prophet or teacher; He is the 
glorified Son of God.

Verse 3:

"And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them."

• Commentary: The description of Jesus' garments becoming intensely white symbolizes His 
holiness and purity. The brilliance of His appearance indicates the manifestation of His divine 
nature, which the disciples had not fully understood until this moment.

Verse 4:

"And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus."

• Commentary: Moses and Elijah, representing the Law and the Prophets, appear and converse 
with Jesus. Their presence signifies that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament Scriptures. 
This moment reveals the continuity of God’s redemptive plan, with Jesus as the culmination.

Verse 5:

"And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three 
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias."

• Commentary: Peter, overwhelmed by the experience, suggests building three tabernacles or 
shelters, possibly to prolong the moment. His suggestion reflects both his reverence and his 
misunderstanding. He is placing Moses and Elijah on the same level as Jesus, not yet grasping 
the full supremacy of Christ.

Verse 6:

"For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid."

• Commentary: Peter’s fear leads him to speak impulsively. The disciples are terrified by the 
awe-inspiring vision of Jesus’ glory, showing their human frailty in the presence of the divine.

Verse 7:

"And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my 
beloved Son: hear him."

• Commentary: The cloud symbolizes the presence of God, much like the cloud that descended 
on Mount Sinai when Moses received the Law. God’s voice declares Jesus as His "beloved Son" 



and commands the disciples to listen to Him, elevating Jesus above Moses and Elijah. This 
marks a divine affirmation of Jesus’ mission and authority.

Verse 8:

"And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only with 
themselves."

• Commentary: After the voice from heaven, Moses and Elijah disappear, leaving Jesus alone 
with the disciples. This emphasizes that Jesus alone is the fulfillment of God's plan, and the 
disciples are to focus solely on Him.

Verse 9:

"And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things 
they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead."

• Commentary: Jesus instructs the disciples to keep the Transfiguration a secret until after His 
resurrection. This reflects His desire to manage the timing of His revelation, knowing that His 
full identity will only be understood in light of His death and resurrection.

Verse 10:

"And they kept that saying with themselves, questioning one with another what the rising from the dead 
should mean."

• Commentary: The disciples obey Jesus’ command but remain confused about what He means 
by "rising from the dead." This shows their incomplete understanding of His mission and the 
concept of the resurrection, which will only become clear after the events of the Passion.

Verse 11:

"And they asked him, saying, Why say the scribes that Elias must first come?"

• Commentary: The disciples, recalling the prophecy in Malachi 4:5 that Elijah must come 
before the Messiah, question Jesus about the role of Elijah. They are trying to reconcile what 
they have just seen with their understanding of prophetic teachings.

Verse 12:

"And he answered and told them, Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth all things; and how it is 
written of the Son of man, that he must suffer many things, and be set at nought."

• Commentary: Jesus confirms that Elijah does come first, referring to John the Baptist, who 
came in the spirit and power of Elijah (Luke 1:17). However, He redirects the conversation to 
focus on His own impending suffering, reminding them that the Scriptures also predict the 
Messiah’s rejection and death.



Verse 13:

"But I say unto you, That Elias is indeed come, and they have done unto him whatsoever they listed, as 
it is written of him."

• Commentary: Jesus explains that Elijah has already come, in the form of John the Baptist, and 
was mistreated, just as the prophecies foretold. John’s rejection and execution foreshadow the 
suffering Jesus will soon endure.

Mark 9:14-29: Healing a Boy with an Unclean Spirit

Verse 14:

"And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes questioning 
with them."

• Commentary: As Jesus, Peter, James, and John return from the mountain, they encounter a 
large crowd and scribes arguing with the other disciples. This scene sets the stage for another 
demonstration of Jesus’ power and authority, contrasting with the disciples’ inability to heal in 
His absence.

Verse 15:

"And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him 
saluted him."

• Commentary: The people are amazed at Jesus' arrival, likely due to His reputation and possibly 
the lingering effect of His transfigured glory. They rush to greet Him, seeking His intervention.

Verse 16:

"And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them?"

• Commentary: Jesus directly addresses the scribes, inquiring about the argument with His 
disciples. He is ready to confront the issue and defend His disciples, demonstrating His 
authority over their questioning.

Verse 17:

"And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a 
dumb spirit;"

• Commentary: A man from the crowd speaks up, explaining that his son is possessed by an 
unclean spirit that has robbed him of speech. The man’s plea reflects desperation and faith, as he 
brings his son to Jesus for healing.



Verse 18:

"And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and 
pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not."

• Commentary: The father describes the severity of the boy’s condition, including violent 
seizures caused by the spirit. He had asked the disciples to cast out the demon, but they were 
unable to do so, indicating a crisis of faith or spiritual weakness on their part.

Verse 19:

"He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I 
suffer you? bring him unto me."

• Commentary: Jesus expresses frustration with the faithlessness of the generation, including the 
disciples, who should have been able to cast out the demon. His rhetorical questions emphasize 
His weariness with their lack of faith, yet He still compassionately calls for the boy to be 
brought to Him.

Verse 20:

"And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on 
the ground, and wallowed foaming."

• Commentary: As the boy is brought to Jesus, the demon reacts violently, further displaying its 
destructive power. The boy’s suffering highlights the severity of the situation and the need for 
Jesus’ intervention.

Verse 21:

"And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child."

• Commentary: Jesus inquires about the boy’s history, showing compassion and concern for the 
father's experience. The long duration of the boy's affliction, since childhood, underscores the 
deep suffering involved.

Verse 22:

"And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any 
thing, have compassion on us, and help us."

• Commentary: The father explains that the demon frequently tries to kill the boy by throwing 
him into fire or water. His plea, "if thou canst do any thing," reflects a mixture of desperation 
and uncertainty. He believes in Jesus’ power but is not fully confident, seeking compassion and 
deliverance.



Verse 23 

"Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth."

• Commentary: Jesus turns the father’s tentative statement back on him, challenging his faith. 
The emphasis shifts from whether Jesus can perform the miracle to whether the father can trust 
in Jesus’ power. This highlights the importance of faith in unlocking God’s work, as “all things 
are possible” to the one who believes. It’s an invitation for the father to move from doubt to full 
faith.

Verse 24:

"And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine 
unbelief."

• Commentary: The father’s heartfelt response is a profound expression of both faith and 
vulnerability. He acknowledges his belief in Jesus but also admits his struggle with doubt, 
asking for help in overcoming it. This prayer is a model of honest faith, where the man entrusts 
even his doubt to the Lord, showing that God can work with even imperfect faith.

Verse 25:

"When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, 
Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him."

• Commentary: Seeing the crowd gathering, Jesus takes immediate action. He authoritatively 
commands the unclean spirit to leave the boy and never return. Jesus’ words demonstrate His 
sovereign power over evil forces, and His command for the spirit not to return assures a 
complete and permanent healing.

Verse 26:

"And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that 
many said, He is dead."

• Commentary: The spirit exits the boy with a final violent convulsion, leaving him seemingly 
lifeless. The onlookers believe the boy has died, illustrating the physical toll the possession had 
taken. The dramatic exit underscores the power of Jesus over the demon, which had to submit to 
His authority.

Verse 27:

"But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose."

• Commentary: Jesus, in an act of compassion, takes the boy by the hand and helps him stand, 
restoring him to full life and health. This tender gesture emphasizes Jesus' healing touch and 
care for the boy, completing the miracle.



Verse 28:

"And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him 
out?"

• Commentary: After the event, the disciples privately question Jesus about their failure to cast 
out the demon. Their inquiry shows their confusion and desire to understand why they were 
unable to perform the miracle, despite having previously been given authority over unclean 
spirits (Mark 6:7).

Verse 29:

"And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting."

• Commentary: Jesus explains that certain kinds of demonic forces require deeper spiritual 
discipline to overcome, specifically prayer (and some manuscripts include fasting). This 
statement highlights the need for spiritual preparation and reliance on God’s power, rather than 
simply using authority without deep dependence on God through prayer.

Mark 9:30-32: Jesus Predicts His Death a Second Time

Verse 30:

"And they departed thence, and passed through Galilee; and he would not that any man should know 
it."

• Commentary: As Jesus and the disciples journey through Galilee, He avoids public attention, 
seeking privacy to teach His disciples. This reflects His focus on preparing them for His 
upcoming suffering, death, and resurrection, which they still struggle to comprehend.

Verse 31:

"For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, 
and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day."

• Commentary: Jesus reiterates His impending suffering and death, emphasizing that He will be 
“delivered” into the hands of men, implying betrayal. He also assures them of His resurrection 
on the third day. This prediction is crucial to His mission, but the disciples are still unable to 
fully grasp the significance of these events.

Verse 32:

"But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask him."

• Commentary: The disciples do not understand Jesus’ words about His death and resurrection, 
possibly because they cannot reconcile the idea of a suffering Messiah with their expectations. 
Their fear of asking further questions shows their confusion and reluctance to confront this 
difficult truth.



Mark 9:33-37: Who Is the Greatest?

Verse 33:

"And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked them, What was it that ye disputed 
among yourselves by the way?"

• Commentary: After arriving in Capernaum, Jesus questions His disciples about what they were 
arguing about on the road. Though He already knows the answer, He uses this moment to 
address their misunderstanding of greatness in the Kingdom of God.

Verse 34:

"But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who should be the 
greatest."

• Commentary: Embarrassed, the disciples remain silent because they had been arguing about 
which of them was the greatest. Their focus on status and superiority reveals their earthly 
mindset and contrasts sharply with Jesus’ teachings on humility and servanthood.

Verse 35:

"And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same 
shall be last of all, and servant of all."

• Commentary: Jesus uses this opportunity to teach a fundamental principle of His Kingdom: 
true greatness is found in humility and service. Those who wish to be first must become last, 
willingly placing themselves in a position of servanthood. This reverses worldly ideas of power 
and status.

Verse 36:

"And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and when he had taken him in his arms, he said 
unto them,"

• Commentary: To illustrate His point, Jesus takes a child and places the child among the 
disciples. In that culture, children had no social status, making them a perfect example of 
humility and dependence. Jesus’ gesture of embracing the child reflects His love for the least 
and the lowly.

Verse 37:

"Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive 
me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me."

• Commentary: Jesus declares that receiving a child—symbolizing the humble and lowly—is 
equivalent to receiving Him, and ultimately, God the Father. This statement reinforces the idea 
that the way we treat the least in society reflects our relationship with God. True greatness is 
found in caring for those who cannot repay us, just as Jesus cares for us.



Mark 9:38-50: Lessons on Discipleship

Verse 38:

"And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth 
not us: and we forbad him, because he followeth not us."

• Commentary: John reports to Jesus about someone who was casting out demons in Jesus’ name 
but was not part of their group. The disciples had tried to stop him, likely out of jealousy or a 
sense of exclusivity, as they believed only they had the right to use Jesus’ name in ministry.

Verse 39:

"But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my name, that can 
lightly speak evil of me."

• Commentary: Jesus corrects the disciples, telling them not to stop the man. He explains that 
anyone who performs miracles in His name cannot easily turn against Him. This teaches 
inclusivity and the principle that anyone who genuinely acts in Jesus’ name is on the same side, 
even if they are not part of the immediate group.

Verse 40:

"For he that is not against us is on our part."

• Commentary: Jesus further clarifies that anyone not opposing Him is for Him. This broadens 
the disciples’ understanding of what it means to serve God and reminds them not to be territorial 
or exclusive in their ministry. God’s work is bigger than their group alone.

Verse 41:

"For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I 
say unto you, he shall not lose his reward."

• Commentary: Even the smallest act of kindness, such as giving a cup of water in Jesus’ name, 
will be rewarded. This reinforces the value of humble service and encourages the disciples to 
recognize that every act done in faith, no matter how small, is meaningful to God.

Verse 42:

"And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea."

• Commentary: Jesus issues a stern warning against causing harm or leading astray those who 
have childlike faith (“these little ones”). To cause spiritual stumbling is a serious offense, and 
Jesus uses a powerful image of a millstone, a heavy stone used for grinding grain, to emphasize 
the severity of such an action. This shows the great value Jesus places on protecting the 
vulnerable in faith.



Verse 43:

"And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:"

• Commentary: Jesus uses hyperbole to emphasize the seriousness of sin and the lengths one 
should go to avoid it. If something as vital as a hand causes sin, it should be “cut off.” This 
drastic metaphor shows that eternal life with God is far more valuable than preserving one’s 
physical body, while hell is a place of unquenchable fire and should be avoided at all costs.

Verse 44:

"Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched."

• Commentary: This verse describes the eternal nature of hell’s suffering. The imagery of the 
undying worm and unquenchable fire comes from Isaiah 66:24 and portrays the torment of 
those who reject God. Jesus is warning of the eternal consequences of sin.

Verse 45:

"And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to 
be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:"

• Commentary: Repeating the imagery, Jesus speaks of cutting off a foot if it causes one to sin. 
The message is the same: sin must be dealt with ruthlessly. It's better to enter eternal life 
crippled than to keep both feet and end up in hell.

Verse 46:

"Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched."

• Commentary: Once again, this verse reiterates the eternal nature of hell’s punishment, 
reinforcing the serious consequences of unrepented sin.

Verse 47:

"And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with 
one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire:"

• Commentary: Jesus continues with the same theme, now speaking of the eye. The eye 
symbolizes desire and temptation, and if it leads to sin, it must be "plucked out." This extreme 
language shows that no sacrifice is too great to avoid sin and hell. The Kingdom of God is 
worth far more than physical completeness.

Verse 48:

"Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched."

• Commentary: This is the third repetition of this phrase, underscoring the eternal torment that 
awaits those who do not turn from sin. The repetition drives home the urgency of Jesus’ 
warning.



Verse 49:

"For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt."

• Commentary: This verse is somewhat cryptic but likely refers to the refining and purifying 
process that believers will go through. Salt in the ancient world was used for purification and 
preservation, and here, it could symbolize trials and hardships that refine believers, much like 
fire. Alternatively, it could refer to the sacrificial system where salt was used (Leviticus 2:13), 
suggesting that believers' lives are a living sacrifice, purified by God.

Verse 50:

"Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, 
and have peace one with another."

• Commentary: Salt, as a symbol of purity and preservation, is good, but if it loses its flavor, it 
becomes useless. Jesus is urging His disciples to maintain their spiritual "saltiness"—that is, 
their faith, integrity, and witness. He encourages them to be at peace with one another, 
promoting unity and holiness in the community of believers. The verse encapsulates both 
personal and communal responsibility in the life of faith.

Summary of Mark Chapter 9:

Mark 9 contains a rich array of teachings and events. The chapter begins with the Transfiguration, a 
momentous event where Jesus’ divine glory is revealed to Peter, James, and John, confirming His 
identity as the Son of God. It is followed by the healing of a boy with an unclean spirit, highlighting the 
necessity of faith and the power of prayer in overcoming spiritual challenges.

The chapter also includes Jesus' second prediction of His death, which the disciples struggle to 
understand. Their focus on who is the greatest leads Jesus to teach about humility, using a child as an 
example of the attitude necessary in His Kingdom. Jesus then addresses the disciples’ concern about 
others casting out demons in His name, encouraging inclusivity and stressing that anyone not against 
them is for them.

The latter part of the chapter includes strong warnings about the dangers of causing others to stumble 
and the seriousness of sin. Jesus uses vivid language to describe the eternal consequences of sin, urging 
His followers to take drastic measures to avoid it. The closing verses speak of the refining process 
believers must undergo and the importance of maintaining their integrity and peace within the 
community of faith.

Overall, Mark 9 provides key lessons on discipleship, faith, humility, and the cost of following Jesus. 
The emphasis on eternal realities—both the glory of the Kingdom and the warning of hell—serves as a 
powerful call to live lives of holiness and commitment to Christ.



Verse-by-Verse Commentary on Mark 9 (KJV)

Mark 10:1-12: Jesus’ Teaching on Divorce

Verse 1:

"And he arose from thence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan: and the 
people resort unto him again; and, as he was wont, he taught them again."

• Commentary: Jesus moves from Galilee to Judea, beyond the Jordan. The people gather 
around Him once again, and, as was His custom, He begins teaching them. His teaching 
ministry is a central aspect of His mission, continually drawing crowds who are eager to hear 
Him.

Verse 2:

"And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife? tempting 
him."

• Commentary: The Pharisees approach Jesus with a question about divorce, intending to trap 
Him. Divorce was a contentious issue, with different interpretations of the law, and the 
Pharisees hoped to discredit Jesus or put Him in conflict with the law of Moses or Herod (who 
had divorced and remarried). This was a test to see how He would respond to a sensitive 
subject.

Verse 3:

"And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you?"

• Commentary: Rather than answering immediately, Jesus directs the Pharisees back to the Law 
of Moses, asking them to clarify what the Law says. This approach shifts the focus back to 
Scripture and its interpretation.

Verse 4:

"And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away."

• Commentary: The Pharisees refer to Deuteronomy 24:1, where Moses allowed a man to give 
his wife a certificate of divorce. They highlight the provision in the Law, though it was intended 
as a concession to human weakness rather than an endorsement of divorce.



Verse 5:

"And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept."

• Commentary: Jesus explains that Moses permitted divorce because of the hardness of human 
hearts, meaning that it was a concession to the sinful and stubborn nature of people. However, 
this was not God’s ideal for marriage.

Verse 6:

"But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female."

• Commentary: Jesus shifts the discussion from the Mosaic law to God’s original design in 
creation. Quoting Genesis 1:27, He points out that God created humanity as male and female, 
emphasizing the complementary and enduring nature of the marriage relationship.

Verse 7:

"For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife;"

• Commentary: Jesus quotes Genesis 2:24, stating that a man should leave his parents and be 
united with his wife. This establishes the permanence and priority of the marriage bond over all 
other relationships.

Verse 8:

"And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh."

• Commentary: Jesus continues the Genesis quote, highlighting the "one flesh" nature of 
marriage. This unity is a physical, emotional, and spiritual bond, which should not be lightly 
broken. Marriage is meant to be an unbreakable union.

Verse 9:

"What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder."

• Commentary: Jesus declares that marriage is an act of God, and therefore no human has the 
right to dissolve what God has ordained. This statement reveals God’s original intention for 
marriage to be lifelong.

Verse 10:

"And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter."

• Commentary: After the public teaching, the disciples privately ask Jesus for further 
clarification about His teaching on divorce. This suggests that they found His teaching radical 
compared to the more permissive views of the time.



Verse 11:

"And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery 
against her."

• Commentary: Jesus clarifies that divorcing one’s wife and marrying someone else constitutes 
adultery. He is elevating the sanctity of marriage and rejecting the idea that divorce can be used 
as a means to remarry.

Verse 12:

"And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery."

• Commentary: Jesus applies the same principle to women, indicating that if a woman divorces 
her husband and remarries, she too commits adultery. This shows the equality of responsibility 
and moral accountability in marriage.

Mark 10:13-16: Jesus Blesses the Children

Verse 13:

"And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those 
that brought them."

• Commentary: People bring their children to Jesus for a blessing, but the disciples rebuke them, 
possibly seeing the children as an interruption or unimportant compared to the adult crowds. 
The disciples fail to recognize the value Jesus places on children.

Verse 14:

"But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God."

• Commentary: Jesus is indignant at the disciples for turning the children away. He emphasizes 
that children are to be welcomed, for the Kingdom of God belongs to those who have the 
humility, trust, and simplicity of a child. This is a powerful affirmation of the value of children 
and the childlike qualities needed for entering God’s Kingdom.

Verse 15:

"Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not 
enter therein."

• Commentary: Jesus teaches that to enter the Kingdom of God, one must have the attitude of a 
child: trust, dependence, and humility. This goes against the pride and self-sufficiency that 
many adults develop, showing that childlike faith is key to receiving God’s blessings.



Verse 16:

"And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them."

• Commentary: Jesus not only welcomes the children but personally embraces and blesses them. 
This act of love and tenderness shows His deep care for the least and the lowly, further 
underscoring the importance of approaching God with a childlike spirit.

Mark 10:17-22: The Rich Young Ruler

Verse 17:

"And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked 
him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?"

• Commentary: A young man approaches Jesus with urgency and respect, asking what he must 
do to inherit eternal life. His question reflects a belief in earning salvation through good works, 
rather than understanding it as a gift of grace.

Verse 18:

"And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God."

• Commentary: Jesus challenges the young man’s use of the term "good," pointing him to the 
fact that only God is truly good. Jesus is not denying His own goodness, but rather helping the 
young man to reflect on his understanding of goodness and God’s character.

Verse 19:

"Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear 
false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother."

• Commentary: Jesus reminds the man of the Ten Commandments, specifically those related to 
human relationships. Jesus highlights moral behavior as an important aspect of following God’s 
will, but this is only the starting point of their conversation.

Verse 21:

"Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell 
whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up 
the cross, and follow me."

• Commentary: Jesus looks at the man with love, recognizing his sincerity. However, He 
identifies the one thing that the man lacks: a willingness to give up his material wealth and fully 
commit to following Jesus. Jesus challenges him to sell everything, give to the poor, and then 
follow Him. This radical call to discipleship is not just about obeying rules but giving one's 
entire life to God. The command to “take up the cross” signifies the cost of following Jesus, 
involving self-sacrifice and complete devotion.



Verse 22:

"And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions."

• Commentary: The young man is grieved by Jesus’ demand because of his wealth. His 
attachment to his possessions prevents him from following Jesus. This moment reveals the 
difficulty of placing full trust in God when material wealth and personal comfort are at stake.

Mark 10:23-31: The Danger of Riches

Verse 23:

"And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches 
enter into the kingdom of God!"

• Commentary: Jesus uses this encounter to teach His disciples about the spiritual danger of 
wealth. He remarks on how difficult it is for those who are rich to enter God's kingdom, because 
wealth can create a sense of self-sufficiency and attachment to worldly things, making it harder 
to rely fully on God.

Verse 24:

"And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, 
Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!"

• Commentary: The disciples are shocked because wealth was often seen as a sign of God’s 
favor. Jesus clarifies that the real issue is not wealth itself, but trusting in wealth rather than in 
God. Those who rely on their riches will find it difficult to enter the Kingdom of God, as their 
hearts are tied to their material possessions.

Verse 25:

"It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of God."

• Commentary: Jesus uses a vivid metaphor to emphasize how difficult it is for the rich to enter 
God’s Kingdom. The image of a camel passing through the eye of a needle is meant to convey 
the near impossibility of salvation for those who are consumed by wealth. This hyperbole 
underscores the challenge of detachment from riches.

Verse 26:

"And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved?"

• Commentary: The disciples are even more astonished, realizing that if wealth makes it so 
difficult to enter the Kingdom, it would seem that no one can be saved. Their question reflects 
their bewilderment at Jesus’ radical teaching on wealth and salvation.



Verse 27:

"And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all 
things are possible."

• Commentary: Jesus reassures the disciples that salvation, though impossible by human effort, 
is possible through God’s power. Salvation is a gift of God’s grace, not something that can be 
earned or achieved through wealth, status, or human effort.

Verse 28:

"Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee."

• Commentary: Peter speaks up, reminding Jesus that he and the other disciples have left 
everything behind to follow Him. This statement reflects Peter’s desire for reassurance, 
wondering what they will receive in return for their sacrifices.

Verse 29:

"And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's,"

• Commentary: Jesus acknowledges the sacrifices that His followers make for the sake of the 
Gospel, whether it be leaving behind family, property, or other relationships. The commitment 
to follow Jesus often requires giving up things that are precious, but Jesus promises it is not in 
vain.

Verse 30:

"But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, 
and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life."

• Commentary: Jesus promises that those who sacrifice for the sake of the Gospel will receive 
far more in return. They will gain a new family in the community of believers, as well as 
spiritual and material blessings, even though persecution will also come. Most importantly, they 
will receive eternal life in the age to come, a reward far greater than anything they could possess 
in this world.

Verse 31:

"But many that are first shall be last; and the last first."

• Commentary: Jesus concludes with a statement that reverses human expectations. Those who 
are first in the world’s eyes, such as the wealthy and powerful, may be last in the Kingdom of 
God, while those who are humble and lowly in this life may be first in God’s Kingdom. This 
principle reflects the upside-down nature of God’s Kingdom, where true greatness is found in 
humility and self-sacrifice.



Mark 10:32-34: Jesus Predicts His Death Again

Verse 32:

"And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: and they were amazed; 
and as they followed, they were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what 
things should happen unto him,"

• Commentary: As Jesus and the disciples journey toward Jerusalem, Jesus leads the way, and 
the disciples are both amazed and fearful. Jesus’ demeanor and determination to go to 
Jerusalem, where He knows suffering awaits, fills them with awe and anxiety. Jesus takes this 
moment to explain again what will happen to Him.

Verse 33:

"Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, 
and unto the scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles:"

• Commentary: Jesus predicts His death with specific details. He will be delivered to the 
religious leaders, condemned to death, and handed over to the Gentiles (Romans) for execution. 
This foreshadowing of His crucifixion is clear and deliberate.

Verse 34:

"And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the 
third day he shall rise again."

• Commentary: Jesus describes the humiliation, suffering, and death He will endure. He will be 
mocked, scourged, spat upon, and killed, but He also foretells His resurrection on the third day. 
This is the third time Jesus has predicted His death, and He continues to prepare His disciples 
for the coming events.

Mark 10:35-45: The Request of James and John

Verse 35:

"And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou 
shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire."

• Commentary: James and John, two of Jesus’ closest disciples, approach Him with a bold 
request, asking for a blank promise from Him to fulfill whatever they ask. Their ambition 
reflects a misunderstanding of the nature of Jesus’ Kingdom.



Verse 36:

"And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you?"

• Commentary: Jesus responds by asking them to clarify their request. Rather than dismissing 
them outright, He gives them the opportunity to express their desires, though He knows their 
intentions.

Verse 37:

"They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left 
hand, in thy glory."

• Commentary: James and John ask for positions of power and honor in Jesus’ future glory, 
wanting to sit at His right and left hand. This shows their desire for status and authority, 
revealing that they still view the Kingdom in terms of earthly power rather than service and 
sacrifice.

Verse 38:

"But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?"

• Commentary: Jesus gently rebukes them, saying they do not understand what they are asking. 
He refers to the “cup” of suffering and the “baptism” of death that He is about to undergo, 
asking if they are truly ready to share in His suffering. Their request for glory is tied to a cost 
they have not yet grasped.

Verse 39:

"And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I 
drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized:"

• Commentary: James and John confidently claim they can endure the same suffering, but Jesus 
knows that they will indeed share in His suffering (as both will face persecution and hardship). 
However, He does not promise them the positions they seek.

Mark 10:41-45: Jesus Teaches on Servant Leadership

Verse 41:

"And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John."

• Commentary: The other ten disciples become indignant when they hear about James and 
John’s request for special positions of honor. This likely reveals their own ambition and 
competitive spirit, as they too desired status in Jesus' Kingdom. Their reaction shows that they 
all misunderstand the true nature of leadership and greatness in God’s Kingdom.



Verse 42:

"But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over 
the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them."

• Commentary: Jesus uses this moment to teach the disciples about true leadership. He contrasts 
the worldly model of leadership, where rulers exercise power and authority over others, with the 
Kingdom model. The disciples are familiar with how Gentile rulers (Roman authorities) exert 
dominance, and Jesus highlights that His followers are called to something different.

Verse 43:

"But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister:"

• Commentary: Jesus declares that greatness in His Kingdom is not about power or authority, but 
about service. The word "minister" here means "servant." In God's Kingdom, the path to 
greatness is through humble service to others, not seeking to be served or exalted.

Verse 44:

"And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all."

• Commentary: Jesus further emphasizes this principle by stating that the greatest among His 
followers must become the "servant of all." True leadership in the Kingdom of God is marked 
by humility and putting others’ needs before one’s own, a radical departure from worldly 
standards of leadership.

Verse 45:

"For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many."

• Commentary: Jesus points to Himself as the ultimate example of servant leadership. Though 
He is the Son of Man, He did not come to be served, but to serve others and give His life as a 
ransom for many. His sacrificial death is the greatest act of service, providing redemption for 
humanity. This teaching encapsulates the heart of the Gospel—self-giving love and humble 
service, culminating in Jesus' sacrifice on the cross.

Mark 10:46-52: The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus

Verse 46:

"And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of 
people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging."

• Commentary: As Jesus and His disciples pass through Jericho, they encounter Bartimaeus, a 
blind beggar. In this society, blindness often left people destitute, and Bartimaeus is reliant on 
the charity of others. His situation is desperate, and his position by the roadside symbolizes his 
marginalization.



Verse 47:

"And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me."

• Commentary: Upon hearing that Jesus is passing by, Bartimaeus calls out to Him, addressing 
Him as the "Son of David," a Messianic title. His cry for mercy reflects his belief in Jesus’ 
power to heal and his faith in Jesus as the promised Messiah. His desperate plea shows both his 
faith and his recognition of Jesus’ identity.

Verse 48:

"And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me."

• Commentary: The crowd tries to silence Bartimaeus, perhaps seeing him as an annoyance or 
unworthy of Jesus’ attention. However, Bartimaeus is undeterred and cries out even more 
loudly, persisting in his plea for mercy. His determination reflects both his desperation and his 
unwavering faith in Jesus.

Verse 49:

"And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, 
Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee."

• Commentary: Jesus stops and commands the crowd to bring Bartimaeus to Him. The crowd, 
which had previously tried to silence him, now changes their attitude and encourages 
Bartimaeus to approach Jesus. This moment highlights Jesus’ compassion and willingness to 
engage with those whom society often overlooks.

Verse 50:

"And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus."

• Commentary: Bartimaeus throws aside his cloak, which may have been his only possession, 
and eagerly comes to Jesus. This act symbolizes his faith and his readiness to leave behind 
everything in his pursuit of healing. His actions demonstrate his total dependence on Jesus.

Verse 51:

"And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said 
unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight."

• Commentary: Jesus asks Bartimaeus what he wants, giving him the opportunity to express his 
need. Bartimaeus responds directly, asking for his sight to be restored. His request is simple, yet 
it reflects deep faith in Jesus' ability to heal.

Verse 52:

"And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received 
his sight, and followed Jesus in the way."



• Commentary: Jesus heals Bartimaeus, attributing the healing to his faith. Bartimaeus’ physical 
sight is restored immediately, and in response, he chooses to follow Jesus along the road. His 
healing is not only physical but also spiritual, as he becomes a follower of Christ. This story 
demonstrates the power of faith and Jesus’ compassionate response to those who seek Him with 
genuine faith.

This concludes Mark 10, where Jesus teaches about the true nature of greatness, the cost of 
discipleship, the dangers of wealth, and the power of faith. The chapter ends with a vivid illustration of 
faith in action through the healing of Bartimaeus, who receives not only physical sight but spiritual 
insight as he chooses to follow Jesus.

Verse-by-Verse Commentary on Mark 11 (KJV)

Mark 11:1

And when they came nigh  to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany, at  the mount of Olives, he se
ndeth  forth  two of his disciples,

• Commentary: Jesus approaches Jerusalem, nearing the climax of his ministry. Bethphage and 
Bethany are significant locations on the Mount of Olives, setting the stage for the triumphant en
try. Sending two disciples signifies preparation and intent for a significant event.

Mark 11:2

And saith unto  them, Go your way  into  the village over against you: and as soon as ye be entered  i
nto  it, ye shall  find a colt  tied, whereon never man sat;  loose him, and bring him.

• Commentary: Jesus provides specific instructions, demonstrating his foreknowledge and autho
rity. The colt, never ridden, symbolizes purity and fulfillment of prophecy (Zechariah 9:9).

Mark 11:3

And if any man say unto you, Why do ye  this? say ye  that  the Lord hath need of him; and straight
way he will send him hither.

• Commentary: This statement signifies divine authority. The readiness of the colt’s owner to co
mply underscores Jesus' influence and the recognition of his mission.



Mark 11:4

And they went  their way, and found the colt  tied by  the door without  in a place where  two ways me
t; and they  loose him.

• Commentary: The disciples find everything as Jesus described, reinforcing his divine forekno
wledge. The crossroads location symbolizes decision points and the meeting of paths, perhaps r
eflecting the choices facing Jerusalem.

Mark 11:5

And certain of  them that stood there said unto  them, What do ye,  loosing  the colt?

• Commentary: This query highlights the natural curiosity and potential resistance to divine plan
s, reflecting typical human reactions to God's work.

Mark 11:6

And they said unto  them even as Jesus had commanded: and they  let  them go.

• Commentary: The obedience of the disciples and the compliance of the questioners emphasize 
the authority of Jesus' commands and the recognition of his mission by those involved.

Mark 11:7

And they brought  the colt  to Jesus, and cast  their garments on him; and he sat upon him.

• Commentary: The garments on the colt signify honor and respect, transforming an ordinary col
t into a royal vehicle. Jesus riding on it fulfills Zechariah's prophecy, symbolizing peace and hu
mility.

Mark 11:8

And many spread their garments  in  the way: and others cut down branches off  the  trees, and straw
ed them in  the way.

• Commentary: The spreading of garments and branches signifies homage and reverence, echoin
g royal processions. This act reflects recognition of Jesus as the promised Messiah.

Mark 11:9

And they  that went before, and they  that  followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed  is he  that comet
h  in  the name of  the Lord:

• Commentary: "Hosanna" is a cry of praise meaning "save us now." The crowds recognize Jesu
s as the one sent by God, fulfilling Messianic expectations.



Mark 11:10

Blessed be  the kingdom of our  father David,  that cometh  in  the name of  the Lord: Hosanna in  the h
ighest.

• Commentary: This acclamation acknowledges Jesus' link to Davidic promises, recognizing his 
role in bringing God's kingdom. "Hosanna in the highest" signifies a plea for divine salvation an
d acknowledgment of heavenly authority.

Mark 11:11

And Jesus entered  into Jerusalem, and into  the  temple: and when he had looked round about upon 
all  things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with  the  twelve.

• Commentary: Jesus' entrance into the temple signifies the importance of worship and God's pr
esence. His observation of the temple reflects his role as judge and reformer. Retreating to Beth
any indicates the end of a significant day and preparation for what is to come.

Mark 11:12

And on  the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry:

• Commentary: Jesus' hunger underscores his humanity. Coming from Bethany sets the scene for 
the fig tree incident, highlighting his expectations versus reality.

Mark 11:13

And seeing a  fig  tree afar off having  leaves, he came,  if haply he might  find any  thing  thereon: and 
when he came to  it, he  found nothing but  leaves;  for  the  time of  figs was not yet.

• Commentary: The fig tree, with leaves but no fruit, symbolizes unfulfilled potential and outwa
rd appearances without substance. It reflects the spiritual barrenness of Israel.

Mark 11:14

And Jesus answered and said unto  it, No man eat  fruit of  thee hereafter  for ever. And his disciples 
heard  it.

• Commentary: Jesus’ curse on the fig tree is an enacted parable, symbolizing judgment on unfr
uitfulness. The disciples' witness to this act sets the stage for understanding its significance.

Mark 11:15

And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went  into  the  temple, and began to cast out  them that sold 
and bought  in  the  temple, and overthrew the  tables of  the moneychangers, and  the seats of  them tha
t sold doves;

• Commentary: Jesus' cleansing of the temple demonstrates his authority and zeal for pure worsh
ip. It condemns commercial exploitation within a sacred space, highlighting the need for spiritu
al purity and reverence.



Mark 11:16

And would not suffer  that any man should carry any vessel  through the  temple.

• Commentary: This action reinforces the sanctity of the temple, preventing it from being treated 
as a common marketplace. It underscores the need for respect and reverence in places of worshi
p.

Mark 11:17

And he  taught, saying unto  them, Is  it not written, My house shall be called of all nations  the house 
of prayer? but ye have made it a den of  thieves.

• Commentary: Jesus quotes Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11 to highlight the temple's intended pu
rpose as a house of prayer for all nations, contrasting it with its current corrupt state. This teachi
ng emphasizes the universal call to worship and the condemnation of corruption.

Mark 11:18

And the scribes and chief priests heard  it, and sought how they might destroy him:  for  they  feared 
him, because all  the people was astonished at his doctrine.

• Commentary: The religious leaders' hostility towards Jesus grows as they perceive him as a thr
eat to their authority. The people's astonishment at Jesus' teaching signifies his impact and the c
hallenge he poses to the established order.

Mark 11:19

And when even was come, he went out of  the city.

• Commentary: Jesus' departure from the city at evening underscores the day's significance and 
his strategic withdrawal for reflection and preparation.

Mark 11:20

And in  the morning, as  they passed by,  they saw the  fig  tree dried up  from the roots.

• Commentary: The withered fig tree symbolizes the judgment on spiritual barrenness and unfru
itfulness. The rapid withering signifies the certainty and swiftness of divine judgment.

Mark 11:21

And Peter calling  to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold,  the  fig  tree which  thou cursedst  i
s withered away.

• Commentary: Peter's remark highlights the impact of Jesus' curse and serves as a prompt for a 
teaching moment. It underscores the disciples' growing awareness of Jesus' authority and the po
wer of his words.



Mark 11:22

And Jesus answering saith unto  them, Have  faith  in God.

• Commentary: Jesus uses this moment to teach about the importance of faith. His response dire
cts the disciples' focus away from the miracle itself and towards the necessity of having unwave
ring trust in God.

Mark 11:23

For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto  this mountain, Be  thou removed, and be  t
hou cast  into  the sea; and shall not doubt  in his heart, but shall believe  that  those  things which he 
saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.

• Commentary: This verse emphasizes the power of faith and belief. Jesus uses hyperbole ("this 
mountain") to illustrate that true faith can overcome seemingly insurmountable obstacles. It teac
hes the principle that faith, when genuine and undoubting, is a powerful force.

Mark 11:24

Therefore I say unto you, What  things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe  that ye receive  them, 
and ye shall have  them.

• Commentary: Jesus connects prayer with faith, teaching that believing in the fulfillment of one
's prayers is crucial. This verse underscores the importance of praying with confidence and trust 
in God's provision.

Mark 11:25

And when ye stand praying,  forgive,  if ye have ought against any:  that your Father also which  is  in 
heaven may forgive you your  trespasses.

• Commentary: Jesus stresses the necessity of forgiveness in prayer. Harboring unforgiveness hi
nders one's relationship with God. This verse teaches that forgiving others is essential for receiv
ing God's forgiveness and maintaining spiritual health.

Mark 11:26

But  if ye do not  forgive, neither will your Father which  is  in heaven forgive your  trespasses.

• Commentary: This verse reinforces the previous one, making it clear that an unforgiving heart 
blocks God's forgiveness. It emphasizes the reciprocal nature of forgiveness and the importance 
of extending mercy to receive mercy.

Mark 11:27

And they come again  to Jerusalem: and as he was walking  in  the  temple,  there come to him the chi
ef priests, and  the scribes, and  the elders,



• Commentary: Returning to Jerusalem and the temple, Jesus encounters the religious leaders. T
his sets the stage for confrontations and teachings that challenge their authority and hypocrisy.

Mark 11:28

And say unto him, By what authority doest  thou  these  things? and who gave  thee  this authority  to d
o  these  things?

• Commentary: The religious leaders question Jesus' authority, reflecting their challenge to his a
ctions and teachings. Their inquiry reveals their concern over his influence and the threat he pos
es to their power.

Mark 11:29

And Jesus answered and said unto  them, I will also ask of you one question, and answer me, and I 
will  tell you by what authority I do  these  things.

• Commentary: Jesus responds to their challenge with a question of his own, demonstrating his 
wisdom and skill in handling opposition. This tactic puts the leaders in a position where their re
sponse will reveal their own biases and fears.

Mark 11:30

The baptism of John, was  it  from heaven, or of men? answer me.

• Commentary: Jesus' question about John's baptism forces the religious leaders to confront their 
beliefs and the consequences of their answer. Acknowledging John's divine authority would vali
date Jesus' own authority, while denying it would alienate the people who believed in John.

Mark 11:31

And they reasoned with  themselves, saying,  If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then did 
ye not believe him?

• Commentary: The leaders' internal debate exposes their unwillingness to accept Jesus' authorit
y and their fear of losing credibility with the people. Their reasoning reveals their political mane
uvering and lack of genuine faith.

Mark 11:32

But  if we shall say, Of men;  they  feared  the people:  for all men counted John,  that he was a prophe
t  indeed.

• Commentary: Their fear of the people's reaction highlights their concern for maintaining powe
r and influence. The widespread belief in John's prophetic status puts them in a difficult position
, further exposing their hypocrisy.



Mark 11:33

And they answered and said unto Jesus, We cannot  tell. And Jesus answering saith unto  them, Neith
er do I  tell you by what authority I do  these  things.

• Commentary: The leaders' inability to answer reveals their lack of integrity and true belief. Jes
us' refusal to answer their question underscores his authority and the futility of their opposition. 
It highlights the importance of genuine faith and the futility of opposing God's work.

Verse-by-Verse Commentary on Mark 12 (KJV)

Mark 12:1

And he began to speak unto  them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge 
about  it, and digged a place  for  the winefat, and built a  tower, and let  it out  to husbandmen, and w
ent  into a  far country.

• Commentary: Jesus begins with a parable that allegorizes Israel’s history. The vineyard represe
nts Israel, and the owner is God. The hedge, winefat, and tower symbolize the care and protecti
on God provided. Letting it out to husbandmen represents the religious leaders entrusted with th
e people’s spiritual care.

Mark 12:2

And at  the season he sent  to  the husbandmen a servant,  that he might receive  from the husbandmen 
of  the  fruit of  the vineyard.

• Commentary: The servant represents the prophets sent by God to Israel. The expected fruit sy
mbolizes the faithfulness and righteousness God sought from His people.

Mark 12:3

And they caught him, and beat him, and sent him away empty.

• Commentary: This verse portrays Israel's rejection and mistreatment of the prophets. It undersc
ores the rebelliousness and hardness of heart of those entrusted with God's vineyard.

Mark 12:4

And again he sent unto  them another servant; and at him they cast stones, and wounded him in  the 
head, and sent him away shamefully handled.

• Commentary: This continuation highlights the persistent rejection and increasing violence tow
ards God’s messengers. Each servant symbolizes different prophets who faced hostility.



Mark 12:5

And again he sent another; and him they killed, and many others; beating some, and killing some.

• Commentary: The escalation of violence reflects the tragic history of how many prophets were 
rejected and killed by those who were supposed to heed their warnings and guidance.

Mark 12:6

Having yet  therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent him also  last unto  them, saying, They will re
verence my son.

• Commentary: The son represents Jesus, the beloved son of God. Sending him as the last and ul
timate messenger signifies the culmination of God's efforts to reach His people.

Mark 12:7

But  those husbandmen said among themselves, This  is  the heir; come,  let us kill him, and the  inheri
tance shall be ours.

• Commentary: This verse reveals the malicious intent of the husbandmen, who plot to kill the h
eir to seize his inheritance. It symbolizes the religious leaders' plot against Jesus, motivated by j
ealousy and a desire for power.

Mark 12:8

And they  took him, and killed him, and cast him out of  the vineyard.

• Commentary: This act represents the crucifixion of Jesus, rejected and killed by the very peopl
e he came to save. Casting him out of the vineyard signifies their total rejection of God's son.

Mark 12:9

What shall  therefore  the  lord of  the vineyard do? he will come and destroy  the husbandmen, and wi
ll give  the vineyard unto others.

• Commentary: Jesus predicts the consequences of rejecting the son. The destruction of the husb
andmen represents judgment on the religious leaders, and giving the vineyard to others symboli
zes the opening of God's kingdom to Gentiles and those outside the current leadership.

Mark 12:10

And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which  the builders rejected  is become the head of  th
e corner:

• Commentary: Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22 to illustrate that the one rejected by the leaders (Jesus 
himself) will become the cornerstone of God's new work. This verse emphasizes God’s sovereig
nty in using what is rejected by man for His ultimate purpose.



Mark 12:11

This was  the Lord's doing, and it  is marvellous  in our eyes?

• Commentary: This acknowledges that God's plan is wondrous and beyond human understandin
g. The rejection and exaltation of Jesus are part of God’s divine plan.

Mark 12:12

And they sought  to  lay hold on him, but  feared  the people:  for  they knew that he had spoken the pa
rable against  them: and they  left him, and went  their way.

• Commentary: The religious leaders realize that the parable condemns them, fueling their desire 
to arrest Jesus. However, their fear of the people's reaction restrains them, demonstrating Jesus' i
nfluence and the leaders' insecurity.

Mark 12:13

And they send unto him certain of  the Pharisees and of  the Herodians,  to catch him in his words.

• Commentary: The Pharisees and Herodians, typically opposing groups, unite to trap Jesus in a 
political dilemma. Their collaboration underscores the severity of their opposition to Jesus.

Mark 12:14

And when they were come,  they say unto him, Master, we know that  thou art  true, and carest  for no 
man:  for  thou regardest not  the person of men, but  teachest  the way of God in  truth: Is  it  lawful  to 
give  tribute  to Caesar, or not?

• Commentary: Their flattery is insincere and intended to disarm Jesus. The question about payi
ng tribute to Caesar is a trap designed to force Jesus to take a politically dangerous position, eith
er against Roman authority or against Jewish nationalism.

Mark 12:15

Shall we give, or shall we not give? But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto  them, Why tempt ye 
me? bring me a penny,  that I may see  it.

• Commentary: Jesus, aware of their deceit, deflects their trap by asking for a coin. His response 
will use the coin itself to make a broader point about obligations to God and government.

Mark 12:16

And they brought  it. And he saith unto  them, Whose  is  this  image and superscription? And they sai
d unto him, Caesar's.

• Commentary: Jesus' question about the coin’s image (Caesar's) sets up his famous reply. The i
mage signifies political authority, while the inscription signifies ownership and loyalty.



Mark 12:17

And Jesus answering said unto  them, Render  to Caesar  the  things  that are Caesar's, and  to God th
e  things  that are God's. And they marvelled at him.

• Commentary: Jesus' answer masterfully avoids their trap and emphasizes a balanced approach 
to civic and spiritual responsibilities. This statement underscores the distinction between earthly 
and divine obligations, leaving his opponents amazed and unable to find fault.

Mark 12:18

Then come unto him the Sadducees, which say  there  is no resurrection; and they asked him, saying,

• Commentary: The Sadducees, who deny the resurrection, challenge Jesus with a theological qu
estion. Their involvement adds another layer of opposition from different religious sects.

Mark 12:19

Master, Moses wrote unto us,  If a man's brother die, and  leave his wife behind him, and leave no c
hildren,  that his brother should  take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.

• Commentary: They reference the Levirate marriage law from Deuteronomy 25:5-6, which req
uired a man to marry his brother’s widow to produce offspring for the deceased brother. Their q
uestion aims to challenge Jesus on the concept of resurrection with an extreme hypothetical sce
nario.

Mark 12:20

Now there were seven brethren: and the  first  took a wife, and dying  left no seed.

• Commentary: This begins their hypothetical scenario meant to illustrate what they see as the a
bsurdity of resurrection.

Mark 12:21-23

And the second took her, and died, neither  left he any seed: and the  third  likewise. And the seven h
ad her, and left no seed:  last of all  the woman died also.  In  the resurrection  therefore, when they sh
all rise, whose wife shall she be of  them? for  the seven had her  to wife.

• Commentary: The Sadducees' question seeks to mock the idea of resurrection by presenting a c
omplex marital situation, expecting that it would expose logical flaws in the doctrine of life afte
r death.



Mark 12:24

And Jesus answering said unto  them, Do ye not  therefore err, because ye know not  the scriptures, n
either  the power of God?

• Commentary: Jesus rebukes them for their misunderstanding of both Scripture and God's powe
r. Their error lies in their limited human perspective and lack of faith in God's transformative po
wer.

Mark 12:25

For when they shall rise  from the dead,  they neither marry, nor are given  in marriage; but are as  t
he angels which are  in heaven.

• Commentary: Jesus clarifies that earthly institutions like marriage do not apply in the resurrect
ion. The resurrected state is fundamentally different from earthly life, comparable to angels who 
do not marry.

Mark 12:26

And as  touching  the dead,  that  they rise: have ye not read in  the book of Moses, how in  the bush G
od spake unto him, saying,  I am the God of Abraham, and the God of  Isaac, and the God of Jacob
?

• Commentary: Jesus addresses the Sadducees' disbelief in the resurrection by referencing the bu
rning bush incident (Exodus 3:6). By stating "I am" the God of the patriarchs, God implies that 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are alive, thus affirming the resurrection.

Mark 12:27

He is not  the God of  the dead, but  the God of  the  living: ye  therefore do greatly err.

• Commentary: Jesus emphasizes that God is the God of the living. This rebukes the Sadducees' 
understanding, highlighting their error in denying the resurrection and illustrating the concept of 
eternal life.

Mark 12:28

And one of  the scribes came, and having heard  them reasoning  together, and perceiving  that he had 
answered  them well, asked him, Which  is  the  first commandment of all?

• Commentary: A scribe, impressed by Jesus' wisdom, asks him to identify the greatest comman
dment. This question seeks to understand the fundamental principle of the Law.



Mark 12:29

And Jesus answered him, The  first of all  the commandments  is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God i
s one Lord:

• Commentary: Jesus begins by quoting the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4), a central declaration of J
ewish faith emphasizing monotheism and the singular sovereignty of God.

Mark 12:30

And thou shalt  love  the Lord  thy God with all  thy heart, and with all  thy soul, and with all  thy min
d, and with all  thy strength:  this  is  the  first commandment.

• Commentary: Jesus elaborates on the Shema, stressing complete and total love for God. This e
ncompasses every aspect of a person's being: emotions, spirituality, intellect, and physical capab
ilities.

Mark 12:31

And the second is  like, namely  this, Thou shalt  love  thy neighbour as  thyself. There  is none other c
ommandment greater  than these.

• Commentary: Jesus links loving God with loving one's neighbor (Leviticus 19:18), suggesting 
that genuine love for God manifests in love for others. These two commandments encapsulate t
he essence of the Law and the Prophets.

Mark 12:32

And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master,  thou hast said  the  truth:  for  there  is one God; and ther
e  is none other but he:

• Commentary: The scribe affirms Jesus' teaching, recognizing the truth of monotheism and the i
mportance of love as the core of religious duty.

Mark 12:33

And to  love him with all  the heart, and with all  the understanding, and with all  the soul, and with 
all  the strength, and to  love his neighbour as himself,  is more  than all whole burnt offerings and sa
crifices.

• Commentary: The scribe acknowledges that love surpasses ritualistic sacrifices. This statement 
emphasizes internal devotion and ethical behavior over external religious observances.

Mark 12:34

And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not  far  from the kingd
om of God. And no man after  that durst ask him any question.



• Commentary: Jesus commends the scribe's understanding, indicating that recognizing these tru
ths brings one close to God's kingdom. This exchange silences further attempts to challenge Jes
us.

Mark 12:35

And Jesus answered and said, while he  taught  in  the  temple, How say  the scribes  that Christ  is  the 
Son of David?

• Commentary: Jesus poses a question about the Messiah's lineage, prompting listeners to rethin
k their understanding of the Christ. The query challenges prevailing interpretations of Messianic 
prophecies.

Mark 12:36

For David himself said by  the Holy Ghost, The Lord said  to my Lord, Sit  thou on my right hand,  til
l  I make  thine enemies  thy  footstool.

• Commentary: Quoting Psalm 110:1, Jesus highlights David's acknowledgment of a superior Lo
rd, suggesting the Messiah's divine nature and authority surpass even David's.

Mark 12:37

David  therefore himself calleth him Lord; and whence  is he  then his son? And the common people 
heard him gladly.

• Commentary: Jesus' point reveals the Messiah's dual role as David's descendant and divine Lor
d. This teaching resonates with the people, showing Jesus' ability to connect with common unde
rstanding.

Mark 12:38

And he said unto  them in his doctrine, Beware of  the scribes, which  love  to go  in  long clothing, an
d love salutations  in  the marketplaces,

• Commentary: Jesus warns against the hypocrisy of the scribes who seek status and recognition 
through outward appearances and public greetings rather than genuine piety.

Mark 12:39

And the chief seats  in  the synagogues, and the uppermost rooms at  feasts:

• Commentary: The scribes' desire for prominent positions at religious and social gatherings refl
ects their pursuit of honor and privilege, contrary to the humility taught by Jesus.



Mark 12:40

Which devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make  long prayers:  these shall receive greater da
mnation.

• Commentary: Jesus condemns the scribes for exploiting vulnerable individuals like widows an
d using lengthy prayers to mask their greed. Such hypocrisy and injustice merit severe judgment
.

Mark 12:41

And Jesus sat over against  the  treasury, and beheld how the people cast money  into  the  treasury: a
nd many that were rich cast  in much.

• Commentary: Observing the temple treasury, Jesus watches people, including the wealthy, mak
ing their offerings. This sets the scene for a lesson on true generosity and devotion.

Mark 12:42

And there came a certain poor widow, and she  threw in  two mites, which make a  farthing.

• Commentary: The widow's small offering represents sacrificial giving. Despite its minimal mo
netary value, her gift is significant in terms of personal sacrifice and faith.

Mark 12:43

And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto  them, Verily I say unto you, That  this poor wid
ow hath cast more  in,  than all  they which have cast  into  the  treasury:

• Commentary: Jesus highlights the widow's offering as greater than the larger sums given by th
e rich. Her giving from poverty, contrasted with others' surplus donations, illustrates true genero
sity.

Mark 12:44

For all  they did cast  in of  their abundance; but she of her want did cast  in all  that she had, even a
ll her  living.

• Commentary: The widow's offering is lauded for its total commitment and trust in God. Her co
ntribution, though small in monetary terms, is profound in its demonstration of faith and devotio
n.



Mark Chapter 13 (KJV) - A Verse-by-Verse Commentary

Mark 13:1

"And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner 
of stones and what buildings are here!"
The chapter opens with the disciples marveling at the grand architecture of the temple in Jerusalem. 
The temple was a massive structure with impressive stones, representing the pinnacle of Jewish 
worship and national pride. However, Jesus' response will shift the focus from earthly grandeur to 
spiritual realities and impending judgment.

Mark 13:2

"And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one 
stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down."
Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple, which took place in AD 70 when the Romans, led by Titus, 
sacked Jerusalem. His prophecy emphasizes the transient nature of earthly things, no matter how 
magnificent. It serves as a reminder that human accomplishments and material structures are not 
eternal.

Mark 13:3

"And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the temple, Peter and James and John and 
Andrew asked him privately,"
The Mount of Olives provides a panoramic view of the temple. Here, the four disciples closest to Jesus 
seek further clarification on what He had said. Their question implies that they want to know more 
about the end times and the signs leading up to it.

Mark 13:4

"Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be 
fulfilled?"
The disciples are concerned with two main questions: when the destruction of the temple will occur and 
what signs will precede such events. This inquiry gives Jesus an opportunity to unfold a discourse on 
both the near and far future, intertwining the immediate destruction of Jerusalem with the future end of 
the age.

Mark 13:5

"And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed lest any man deceive you:"
Jesus warns His disciples to be on guard against deception. In times of crisis or uncertainty, false 
teachings and misleading doctrines often arise. This admonition speaks not just to His immediate 
followers, but to all believers, reminding them to stay grounded in the truth.



Mark 13:6

"For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many."
False messiahs and prophets would arise, claiming to be the promised deliverer. Historically, there were 
several such figures in the first century, and Jesus warns that many will be led astray by their claims. 
This warning also has an eschatological dimension, foreshadowing false teachers in the last days.

Mark 13:7

"And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, be ye not troubled: for such things must 
needs be; but the end shall not be yet."
Jesus reassures His disciples that wars and conflicts are inevitable, but they are not the ultimate sign of 
the end. These upheavals are part of the world's fallen condition and should not cause alarm in the 
hearts of believers. The end is yet to come, and these are merely precursors.

Mark 13:8

"For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be 
earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of 
sorrows."
Natural disasters and human conflicts are described as "the beginnings of sorrows" or "birth pains." 
Just as birth pains indicate the approach of new life, these events point to the impending judgment and 
the coming of God's kingdom, but they are not yet the final culmination.

Mark 13:9

"But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues ye 
shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony 
against them."
Jesus foresees the persecution that His followers will face, both from religious authorities and political 
powers. Early Christians, including the apostles, were indeed subjected to trials, beatings, and 
martyrdom for their faith. However, this suffering also served as a powerful testimony to the truth of 
the gospel.

Mark 13:10

"And the gospel must first be published among all nations."
Before the end comes, the good news of Jesus Christ will be preached to all nations. This is a crucial 
part of God's plan, as He desires for all to hear the gospel. This global mission is still ongoing today, 
with the Church continuing to spread the message of salvation to every corner of the earth.

Mark 13:11

"But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall 
speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: 
for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost."
Jesus encourages His disciples not to worry about what they will say when they are brought before 
authorities. The Holy Spirit will guide them in those moments, providing the words they need. This 



promise speaks to the close relationship between believers and the Spirit, emphasizing divine help in 
times of persecution.

Mark 13:12

"Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children shall rise 
up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death."
Persecution will not just come from external sources, but also from within families. This speaks to the 
deep divisions that can arise because of allegiance to Christ. The cost of discipleship may include being 
betrayed by those closest to us.

Mark 13:13

"And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the 
same shall be saved."
Jesus warns that His followers will face universal hatred for bearing His name, but those who persevere 
in faith will be saved. Endurance is a key theme here—those who remain steadfast in their trust in 
Christ will experience ultimate salvation, despite the trials they face.

Mark 13:14

"But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing 
where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the 
mountains:"
Jesus refers to the "abomination of desolation," a reference to Daniel’s prophecy (Daniel 9:27). This 
event likely points to a significant act of desecration in the temple, historically fulfilled when the 
Romans entered the Holy of Holies in AD 70. Jesus urges the people of Judea to flee when this event 
occurs, as it signals imminent danger and destruction.

Mark 13:15-16

"And let him that is on the housetop not go down into the house, neither enter therein, to take 
any thing out of his house: And let him that is in the field not turn back again for to take up his 
garment."
The urgency of the situation is highlighted here. When the abomination appears, there will be no time 
to gather possessions or return home. Immediate action will be necessary to escape the destruction 
coming upon Jerusalem.

Mark 13:17-18

"But woe to them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! And pray ye that 
your flight be not in the winter."
Jesus expresses concern for vulnerable groups, like pregnant women and nursing mothers, who will 
find it difficult to flee in such perilous times. The prayer for the timing of the flight shows the 
importance of seeking God's mercy even in the midst of judgment.



Mark 13:19

"For in those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the creation which 
God created unto this time, neither shall be."
Jesus predicts unparalleled tribulation, describing a time of great suffering that surpasses anything the 
world has ever seen. This may refer both to the destruction of Jerusalem and to a future period of 
intense tribulation at the end of the age.

Mark 13:20

"And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved: but for the elect's 
sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days."
Jesus explains that the tribulation will be so severe that if God had not intervened to limit its duration, 
no one would survive. However, for the sake of the "elect"—God's chosen people—He will shorten the 
period of suffering. This highlights God's mercy and care for His people, even in the midst of 
judgment.

Mark 13:21

"And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; believe him not:"
Jesus again warns about deception. During the tribulation, there will be false claims about the 
Messiah's appearance. He cautions His followers not to be misled by those who claim to know Christ's 
location or to be the Messiah themselves.

Mark 13:22

"For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it 
were possible, even the elect."
Jesus prophesies that false messiahs and prophets will perform signs and wonders to deceive, even 
attempting to mislead God’s chosen people. While the "elect" are secure in their salvation, this verse 
emphasizes the importance of discernment and vigilance in the face of miraculous but deceptive 
displays.

Mark 13:23

"But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things."
Jesus emphasizes the need for watchfulness, reminding His disciples that He has already given them 
advance warning about these events. Foreknowledge should prepare them to remain steadfast and not 
be caught off guard.

Mark 13:24

"But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light,"
Following the tribulation, cosmic disturbances will occur. The darkening of the sun and the moon’s 
light symbolizes the upheaval of the natural order, serving as signs that the end is near and the arrival 
of divine judgment.



Mark 13:25

"And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken."
This verse describes further celestial chaos, with stars falling and heavenly powers being shaken. These 
events indicate the cosmic scale of the coming judgment and the significant transformation that the 
universe will undergo as the old order gives way to the new.

Mark 13:26

"And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory."
Jesus shifts focus to His second coming. After the cosmic signs, He will return in visible glory, riding 
on the clouds. The phrase "Son of man" is a messianic title, emphasizing both His authority and His 
role in divine judgment. This event marks the culmination of history, with Christ returning in power.

Mark 13:27

"And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from 
the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven."
Upon His return, Jesus will send His angels to gather the elect from every corner of the earth. This 
signifies the final gathering of God’s people for eternal fellowship with Him. It is a moment of great 
hope and victory for believers, as they are brought into the fullness of salvation.

Mark 13:28

"Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is near:"
Jesus uses the fig tree as an illustration to teach His disciples how to discern the signs of the times. Just 
as new leaves on a fig tree signal the coming of summer, the signs He has described signal the nearness 
of His return. This parable encourages spiritual alertness and awareness of the unfolding of God's plan.

Mark 13:29

"So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at 
the doors."
When the disciples (and future generations) witness the events Jesus has foretold, they will know that 
the end is near, "even at the doors." The imagery suggests that the fulfillment of these signs will bring 
the return of Christ very close, requiring readiness and expectation.

Mark 13:30

"Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, till all these things be done."
This verse has been interpreted in various ways. Some believe "this generation" refers to the people 
living at the time of Jesus who would witness the destruction of the temple in AD 70. Others suggest it 
refers to the generation that sees the final signs preceding Christ’s return, meaning that once these signs 
begin, the end will follow swiftly.



Mark 13:31

"Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away."
Jesus contrasts the impermanence of creation with the enduring nature of His words. Even though the 
heavens and the earth will be shaken and eventually replaced, His teachings and prophecies remain 
eternally true and trustworthy. This underscores the reliability of His predictions about the end times.

Mark 13:32

"But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father."
This verse reveals the mystery surrounding the exact timing of Jesus' return. Even the angels, and in 
His humanity, Jesus Himself, do not know the precise moment—only the Father does. This keeps 
believers from becoming complacent or trying to predict dates, emphasizing the need for constant 
readiness.

Mark 13:33

"Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is."
Because the timing of Christ’s return is unknown, Jesus commands His followers to stay alert and 
prayerful. This continual vigilance is crucial, as the end could come at any moment. Watching and 
praying are practical ways to maintain spiritual readiness.

Mark 13:34

"For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to 
his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch."
Jesus likens Himself to a master who has gone on a journey, leaving His household (the Church) in the 
care of His servants (believers). Each person has been given responsibilities, and they are to carry them 
out faithfully while watching for the master's return.

Mark 13:35

"Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at 
midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning:"
Jesus emphasizes the need to be watchful at all times, since His return could happen at any hour—
whether evening, midnight, early morning, or daybreak. This unpredictability reinforces the need for 
constant preparedness, as the timing of His coming is beyond human knowledge.

Mark 13:36

"Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping."
The danger of not being vigilant is that Christ could return suddenly and find His followers spiritually 
"sleeping" or unprepared. This echoes previous warnings about deception and complacency, urging 
believers to remain active in their faith.



Mark 13:37

"And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch."
Jesus concludes with a final command that applies to all people, not just His immediate disciples: 
"Watch." This imperative summarizes the whole discourse, calling for a state of continual readiness and 
spiritual alertness in anticipation of His return.

Mark Chapter 14 (KJV) - A Verse-by-Verse Commentary

Mark 14:1

After  two days was  the  feast of  the passover, and of unleavened bread: and the chief priests and the 
scribes sought how they might  take him by craft, and put him to death.

• Commentary: The setting is just before the Passover, a major Jewish festival commemorating I
srael's deliverance from Egypt. The chief priests and scribes are plotting to kill Jesus, driven by 
fear of losing their influence and authority. Their intention to use cunning means highlights their 
malicious and deceitful nature.

Mark 14:2

But  they said, Not on  the  feast day,  lest  there be an uproar of  the people.

• Commentary: The religious leaders are wary of arresting Jesus during the feast to avoid causin
g a public disturbance. This shows their fear of the people’s reaction, as Jesus had a significant f
ollowing.

Mark 14:3

And being  in Bethany  in  the house of Simon the  leper, as he sat at meat,  there came a woman havi
ng an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she brake  the box, and poured  it o
n his head.

• Commentary: Jesus is in Bethany, a place of rest and refuge, at Simon the leper’s house. The w
oman’s act of anointing Jesus with expensive spikenard oil is a profound gesture of devotion an
d reverence. Breaking the box signifies total sacrifice and commitment.

Mark 14:4

And there were some that had indignation within  themselves, and said, Why was  this waste of  the o
intment made?

• Commentary: Some onlookers, including Judas Iscariot as noted in other Gospels, criticize the 
woman’s act, deeming it wasteful. This reflects a lack of understanding of the significance of he
r act and a materialistic mindset.



Mark 14:5

For  it might have been sold  for more  than three hundred pence, and have been given  to  the poor. A
nd they murmured against her.

• Commentary: The onlookers argue that the ointment could have been sold to help the poor. Th
eir murmuring represents a superficial concern for charity, missing the deeper spiritual significa
nce of the woman’s sacrifice.

Mark 14:6

And Jesus said, Let her alone; why  trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good work on me.

• Commentary: Jesus defends the woman, acknowledging her act as a good work. This indicates 
his acceptance of her devotion and highlights the importance of acts of love and worship.

Mark 14:7

For ye have  the poor with you always, and whensoever ye will ye may do  them good: but me ye ha
ve not always.

• Commentary: Jesus reminds them that opportunities to help the poor will always be present, bu
t his time on earth is limited. This statement emphasizes the unique and fleeting opportunity to h
onor him before his impending death.

Mark 14:8

She hath done what she could: she  is come aforehand to anoint my body  to  the burying.

• Commentary: Jesus acknowledges the woman’s act as preparation for his burial. This propheti
c recognition underscores the significance of her action in the context of his imminent death.

Mark 14:9

Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever  this gospel shall be preached throughout  the whole world,  this a
lso  that she hath done shall be spoken of  for a memorial of her.

• Commentary: Jesus declares that the woman’s act will be remembered wherever the gospel is 
preached, highlighting its enduring significance and his appreciation of her devotion.

Mark 14:10

And Judas Iscariot, one of  the  twelve, went unto  the chief priests,  to betray him unto  them.

• Commentary: Judas’ decision to betray Jesus marks a turning point. His motives, influenced b
y greed and disillusionment, contrast sharply with the woman’s act of devotion.

Mark 14:11

And when they heard  it,  they were glad, and promised  to give him money. And he sought how he mi
ght conveniently betray him.



• Commentary: The chief priests are pleased with Judas’ offer, promising him money. This trans
action underscores the corruption and evil intentions of the religious leaders and Judas’ betrayal
.

Mark 14:12

And the  first day of unleavened bread, when they killed  the passover, his disciples said unto him, W
here wilt  thou  that we go and prepare  that  thou mayest eat  the passover?

• Commentary: The disciples seek Jesus’ instructions for preparing the Passover meal. This requ
est reflects their obedience and the significance of the Passover in Jewish tradition.

Mark 14:13

And he sendeth  forth  two of his disciples, and saith unto  them, Go ye  into  the city, and  there shall 
meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water:  follow him.

• Commentary: Jesus provides specific instructions, displaying his foreknowledge. The man carr
ying a pitcher of water is an unusual sight, making it easier for the disciples to identify him.

Mark 14:14

And wheresoever he shall go  in, say ye  to  the goodman of  the house, The Master saith, Where  is  th
e guestchamber, where I shall eat  the passover with my disciples?

• Commentary: Jesus’ instructions demonstrate his authority and the cooperation of the househol
d. This preparation for the Passover meal sets the stage for the Last Supper.

Mark 14:15

And he will shew you a  large upper room furnished and prepared:  there make ready  for us.

• Commentary: The upper room is already prepared, indicating divine provision. The disciples’ t
ask is simply to make final preparations, emphasizing obedience and readiness.

Mark 14:16

And his disciples went  forth, and came into  the city, and  found as he had said unto  them: and they 
made ready  the passover.

• Commentary: The disciples’ actions align with Jesus’ instructions, demonstrating the accuracy 
of his foreknowledge and their trust in him. Their preparations ensure that everything is set for t
he significant events to come.



Mark 14:17

And in  the evening he cometh with  the  twelve.

• Commentary: Jesus arrives with the twelve disciples, signifying the commencement of the Pas
sover meal. This gathering underscores the importance of their fellowship and the impending si
gnificance of the Last Supper.

Mark 14:18

And as  they sat and did eat, Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, One of you which eateth with me sha
ll betray me.

• Commentary: Jesus’ announcement of betrayal during the meal creates a moment of tension an
d forewarning. It reveals his awareness of the events to come and the presence of betrayal amon
g his closest followers.

Mark 14:19

And they began to be sorrowful, and  to say unto him one by one,  Is  it  I? and another said,  Is  it  I?

• Commentary: The disciples’ sorrow and self-questioning reflect their concern and uncertainty. 
This moment of introspection highlights their loyalty and fear of being the betrayer.

Mark 14:20

And he answered and said unto  them, It  is one of  the  twelve,  that dippeth with me in  the dish.

• Commentary: Jesus identifies the betrayer as one of the twelve, emphasizing the closeness of t
he betrayal. Sharing the dish signifies intimacy and trust, making the betrayal more poignant.

Mark 14:21

The Son of man indeed goeth, as  it  is written of him: but woe  to  that man by whom the Son of man 
is betrayed! good were  it  for  that man if he had never been born.

• Commentary: Jesus acknowledges that his betrayal fulfills prophecy, but he pronounces woe o
n the betrayer. This statement underscores the gravity of Judas’ actions and the severe conseque
nces of betraying the Messiah.



Mark 14:22

And as  they did eat, Jesus  took bread, and blessed, and brake  it, and gave  to  them, and said, Take, 
eat:  this  is my body.

• Commentary: Jesus institutes the Eucharist, using bread to symbolize his body. This act signifi
es the new covenant and the sacrificial nature of his impending death.

Mark 14:23

And he  took  the cup, and when he had given  thanks, he gave  it  to  them: and they all drank of  it.

• Commentary: The shared cup symbolizes the blood of the new covenant, emphasizing unity an
d participation in Jesus’ sacrifice. This act of thanksgiving and sharing is central to the Christian 
practice of Communion.

Mark 14:24

And he said unto  them, This  is my blood of  the new testament, which  is shed  for many.

• Commentary: Jesus’ declaration connects the cup to his sacrificial death, establishing the new 
covenant. His blood, shed for many, signifies the redemption and forgiveness offered through hi
s sacrifice.

Mark 14:25

Verily I say unto you,  I will drink no more of  the  fruit of  the vine, until  that day  that I drink  it new 
in  the kingdom of God.

• Commentary: Jesus looks forward to the fulfillment of the kingdom of God, indicating that this 
meal is a precursor to the ultimate celebration in God’s kingdom. His abstention from wine sign
ifies the anticipation of future joy and fellowship.

Mark 14:26

And when they had sung an hymn,  they went out  into  the mount of Olives.

• Commentary: The hymn, likely a part of the Hallel (Psalms 113-118), concludes the Passover 
meal. The Mount of Olives, a place of prayer and prophecy, sets the stage for the coming events 
of Jesus’ arrest and suffering.



Mark 14:27

And Jesus saith unto  them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night:  for  it  is written,  I will 
smite  the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.

• Commentary: Jesus foretells the disciples' desertion, quoting Zechariah 13:7. This prophecy hi
ghlights the impending trial and the disciples' human frailty in the face of danger.

Mark 14:28

But after  that I am risen,  I will go before you  into Galilee.

• Commentary: Despite the prediction of their scattering, Jesus provides hope by foretelling his r
esurrection and reunion with them in Galilee. This reassurance reflects his sovereignty and the p
romise of restoration.

Mark 14:29

But Peter said unto him, Although all shall be offended, yet will not  I.

• Commentary: Peter’s declaration of loyalty, though sincere, reflects overconfidence and lack o
f awareness of his own weaknesses. This sets up the contrast between his words and future actio
ns.

Mark 14:30

And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto  thee, That  this day, even  in  this night, before  the cock c
row twice,  thou shalt deny me thrice.

• Commentary: Jesus explicitly predicts Peter’s denial, emphasizing its immediacy and the speci
fics. This prophecy underscores Jesus’ foreknowledge and Peter’s impending failure.

Mark 14:31

But he spake  the more vehemently,  If  I should die with  thee,  I will not deny  thee  in any wise. Likew
ise also said  they all.

• Commentary: Peter’s vehement assertion of loyalty is echoed by the other disciples, reflecting 
their collective misunderstanding of the trials ahead. Their earnestness highlights their human li
mitations and the depth of the forthcoming test.

Mark 14:32

And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith  to his disciples, Sit ye here, 
while I shall pray.

• Commentary: Gethsemane, an olive grove, becomes the scene of Jesus’ intense prayer and ago
ny. Jesus instructs his disciples to wait, emphasizing the solemnity of the moment and his need f
or solitude and communion with the Father.



Mark 14:33

And he  taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very h
eavy;

• Commentary: Jesus selects Peter, James, and John to accompany him further, reflecting their cl
oser relationship. His intense emotional distress underscores the gravity of the situation and his 
human vulnerability.

Mark 14:34

And saith unto  them, My soul  is exceeding sorrowful unto death:  tarry ye here, and watch.

• Commentary: Jesus’ admission of deep sorrow reveals the overwhelming burden he faces. He 
asks the three disciples to stay and keep watch, emphasizing the need for vigilance and spiritual 
support.

Mark 14:35

And he went  forward a  little, and  fell on  the ground, and prayed  that,  if  it were possible,  the hour 
might pass  from him.

• Commentary: Jesus’ posture of falling on the ground reflects extreme anguish. His prayer, seek
ing relief from the impending suffering, underscores his humanity and the weight of his mission
.

Mark 14:36

And he said, Abba, Father, all  things are possible unto  thee;  take away this cup  from me: neverthel
ess not what I will, but what  thou wilt.

• Commentary: Jesus’ address to God as “Abba” reflects intimate relationship and trust. His plea 
to remove the cup of suffering, tempered by submission to God’s will, exemplifies ultimate obe
dience and faith.

Mark 14:37

And he cometh, and findeth  them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest  thou? couldest not 
thou watch one hour?

• Commentary: Jesus’ return to find the disciples sleeping, especially addressing Peter, highlight
s their human weakness and inability to comprehend the urgency of the moment. The question u
nderscores their failure to support him.



Mark 14:38

Watch ye and pray,  lest ye enter  into  temptation. The spirit  truly  is ready, but  the  flesh  is weak.

• Commentary: Jesus instructs the disciples to watch and pray to resist temptation. This admonit
ion acknowledges the tension between willing spirits and weak flesh, emphasizing the need for 
vigilance and prayer.

Mark 14:39

And again he went away, and prayed, and spake  the same words.

• Commentary: Jesus’ repeated prayer reflects his persistent struggle and submission. The repeti
tion signifies the depth of his anguish and determination to align with God’s will.

Mark 14:40

And when he returned, he  found them asleep again,  (for  their eyes were heavy,) neither wist  they w
hat  to answer him.

• Commentary: The disciples’ continued sleep underscores their human frailty and inability to gr
asp the situation's gravity. Their silence indicates their shame and helplessness.

Mark 14:41

And he cometh  the  third  time, and saith unto  them, Sleep on now, and take your rest:  it  is enough,  t
he hour  is come; behold,  the Son of man is betrayed  into  the hands of sinners.

• Commentary: Jesus’ acknowledgment of the disciples' need for rest transitions to the recogniti
on that the appointed time has come. His mention of being betrayed into sinners' hands marks th
e beginning of his suffering and the fulfillment of prophecy.

Mark 14:42

Rise up,  let us go;  lo, he  that betrayeth me is at hand.

• Commentary: Jesus’ call to rise and meet the betrayer signals his readiness to face the ordeal. 
This moment of transition from prayer to action highlights his resolve and acceptance of his fate
.



Mark 14:43

And immediately, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, one of  the  twelve, and with him a great multitu
de with swords and staves,  from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders.

• Commentary: Judas’ arrival with a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent by the religious l
eaders, sets the stage for the betrayal. This armed group reflects the seriousness with which the 
authorities view Jesus and their determination to arrest him.

Mark 14:44

And he  that betrayed him had given  them a  token, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss,  that same is he
;  take him, and lead him away safely.

• Commentary: Judas’ signal, a kiss, symbolizes betrayal cloaked in an act of friendship. His ins
truction to arrest Jesus safely reflects his attempt to navigate between betrayal and maintaining 
a façade of concern.

Mark 14:45

And as soon as he was come, he goeth straightway to him, and saith, Master, master; and kissed hi
m.

• Commentary: Judas’ greeting of “Master” and the kiss is a bitter irony, marking the culminatio
n of his betrayal. This act highlights the depths of Judas’ treachery and the fulfillment of Jesus' 
prophecy.

Mark 14:46

And they  laid  their hands on him, and took him.

• Commentary: The physical arrest of Jesus marks the beginning of his Passion. The act of seizi
ng him underscores the violence and injustice of the situation.

Mark 14:47

And one of  them that stood by drew a sword, and smote a servant of  the high priest, and cut off his 
ear.

• Commentary: This act of violence by one of Jesus’ followers, identified as Peter in John’s Gos
pel, represents a misguided attempt to defend Jesus. It underscores the tension and chaos of the 
arrest.



Mark 14:48

And Jesus answered and said unto  them, Are ye come out, as against a  thief, with swords and with 
staves  to  take me?

• Commentary: Jesus’ question highlights the absurdity of treating him as a common criminal. H
is calm demeanor contrasts with the mob’s aggression, emphasizing the injustice of their actions
.

Mark 14:48

And Jesus answered and said unto  them, Are ye come out, as against a  thief, with swords and with 
staves  to  take me?

• Commentary: Jesus challenges the crowd that comes to arrest him, pointing out the absurdity o
f their approach. He emphasizes that he is not a criminal, and their use of weapons to arrest him 
is unnecessary. This highlights the peaceful nature of Jesus and the contrast between him and th
e violent manner of his arrest.

Mark 14:49

I was daily with you  in  the  temple  teaching, and ye  took me not: but  the scriptures must be  fulfilled
.

• Commentary: Jesus reminds them that he taught openly in the temple every day, and they did n
ot arrest him then. This shows their cowardice and the fulfillment of prophecy. His reference to t
he scriptures underscores the inevitability of his arrest and the divine plan being carried out.

Mark 14:50

And they all  forsook him, and fled.

• Commentary: The disciples abandon Jesus, fulfilling his earlier prediction (Mark 14:27). This 
highlights their fear and the stark reality of Jesus facing his suffering alone, demonstrating his st
rength and their human frailty.

Mark 14:51

And there  followed him a certain young man, having a  linen cloth cast about his naked body; and t
he young men laid hold on him:

• Commentary: This verse introduces an unnamed young man who follows Jesus. The linen clot
h suggests he left hastily, and the attempt to seize him reflects the chaos and danger surrounding 
Jesus' arrest.



Mark 14:52

And he  left  the  linen cloth, and fled  from them naked.

• Commentary: The young man escapes, leaving his linen cloth behind. This act of fleeing nake
d symbolizes the total abandonment of Jesus by his followers and the vulnerability and desperat
ion of the situation.

Mark 14:53

And they  led Jesus away to  the high priest: and with him were assembled all  the chief priests and t
he elders and the scribes.

• Commentary: Jesus is taken to the high priest's house, where the Sanhedrin has gathered. This 
assembly of religious leaders represents the highest Jewish authority, preparing to judge Jesus.

Mark 14:54

And Peter  followed him afar off, even  into  the palace of  the high priest: and he sat with  the servant
s, and warmed himself at  the  fire.

• Commentary: Peter follows at a distance, indicating his fear but also his desire to stay close to 
Jesus. Sitting with the servants and warming himself by the fire represents Peter's attempt to ble
nd in and avoid detection.

Mark 14:55

And the chief priests and all  the council sought  for witness against Jesus  to put him to death; and f
ound none.

• Commentary: The religious leaders actively seek false witnesses to justify Jesus' execution. Th
eir inability to find any valid testimony underscores the innocence of Jesus and the corruption of 
his accusers.

Mark 14:56

For many bare  false witness against him, but  their witness agreed not  together.

• Commentary: Multiple false witnesses come forward, but their testimonies are inconsistent. Th
is reveals the dishonesty of the trial and the difficulty in condemning an innocent man.

Mark 14:57

And there arose certain, and bare  false witness against him, saying,

• Commentary: Specific individuals attempt to provide false testimony against Jesus. This indica
tes a concerted effort to fabricate charges, highlighting the injustice of the proceedings.



Mark 14:58

We heard him say,  I will destroy  this  temple  that  is made with hands, and within  three days I will b
uild another made without hands.

• Commentary: The false witnesses misquote Jesus, distorting his metaphor about his body (Joh
n 2:19-21). This accusation aims to portray Jesus as a threat to the temple, invoking fear and an
ger among the religious leaders.

Mark 14:59

But neither so did  their witness agree  together.

• Commentary: Even these false witnesses cannot provide consistent testimonies. The lack of ag
reement further demonstrates the baselessness of the charges against Jesus.

Mark 14:60

And the high priest stood up  in  the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest  thou nothing? what  is 
it which  these witness against  thee?

• Commentary: Frustrated by the inconsistent testimonies, the high priest directly questions Jesu
s, trying to provoke a response. This tactic aims to elicit a self-incriminating statement from Jes
us.

Mark 14:61

But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again  the high priest asked him, and said unto him, 
Art  thou  the Christ,  the Son of  the Blessed?

• Commentary: Jesus remains silent, fulfilling the prophecy of the suffering servant (Isaiah 53:7)
. The high priest’s direct question about Jesus’ identity as the Messiah seeks to force a decisive 
answer.

Mark 14:62

And Jesus said,  I am: and ye shall see  the Son of man sitting on  the right hand of power, and comi
ng in  the clouds of heaven.

• Commentary: Jesus affirms his identity as the Messiah, referencing Daniel 7:13-14 and Psalm 
110:1. His declaration of divine authority and future glory provokes a strong reaction from the c
ouncil.

Mark 14:63

Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any  further witnesses?

• Commentary: Tearing his clothes signifies the high priest’s dramatic response to what he perce
ives as blasphemy. This act serves to incite the council and justify their condemnation of Jesus.



Mark 14:64

Ye have heard  the blasphemy: what  think ye? And they all condemned him to be guilty of death.

• Commentary: The council unanimously condemns Jesus, accusing him of blasphemy based on 
his declaration of divinity. This verdict sets the stage for his crucifixion.

Mark 14:65

And some began to spit on him, and to cover his  face, and to buffet him, and to say unto him, Prop
hesy: and the servants did strike him with  the palms of  their hands.

• Commentary: Jesus endures mocking and physical abuse, fulfilling the prophecy of the sufferi
ng servant (Isaiah 50:6). The demand for prophecy mocks his role as a prophet, highlighting the 
cruelty and humiliation he faces.

Mark 14:66

And as Peter was beneath  in  the palace,  there cometh one of  the maids of  the high priest:

• Commentary: The narrative shifts to Peter, who is in the courtyard. The mention of the maid fo
reshadows his impending denial of Jesus.

Mark 14:67

And when she saw Peter warming himself, she  looked upon him, and said, And thou also wast with 
Jesus of Nazareth.

• Commentary: The maid’s recognition of Peter places him in a difficult position. Her identificat
ion of him as a follower of Jesus tests his loyalty and courage.

Mark 14:68

But he denied, saying,  I know not, neither understand I what  thou sayest. And he went out  into  the 
porch; and the cock crew.

• Commentary: Peter’s first denial reveals his fear and self-preservation. His retreat to the porch 
indicates his anxiety, and the crowing cock serves as a reminder of Jesus’ prediction.

Mark 14:69

And a maid saw him again, and began to say  to  them that stood by, This  is one of  them.

• Commentary: The repeated recognition by another maid increases the pressure on Peter. Her st
atement to the bystanders highlights the growing attention on him.

Mark 14:70

And he denied  it again. And a  little after,  they  that stood by said again  to Peter, Surely  thou art on
e of  them:  for  thou art a Galilaean, and thy speech agreeth  thereto.



• Commentary: Peter’s second denial shows his continued fear. The bystanders’ recognition of h
is Galilean accent further isolates him and underscores his association with Jesus.

Mark 14:71

But he began to curse and to swear, saying,  I know not  this man of whom ye speak.

• Commentary: Peter’s third denial is more vehement, using cursing and swearing to distance hi
mself from Jesus. This desperate act of denial reflects his internal turmoil and fear of reprisal.

Mark 14:72

And the second time the cock crew. And Peter called  to mind the word  that Jesus said unto him, Be
fore  the cock crow twice,  thou shalt deny me thrice. And when he  thought  thereon, he wept.

• Commentary: The second crowing of the cock brings Peter’s realization and remorse. Rememb
ering Jesus’ prediction leads to deep sorrow and repentance. Peter’s weeping signifies his regret 
and the beginning of his journey towards restoration.

These verses capture the intense drama and profound significance of Jesus' arrest, trial, and Peter's deni
al. Each moment is laden with meaning, reflecting the fulfillment of prophecy, the depth of human frail
ty, and the unfolding of God's redemptive plan. If you have any other specific areas or themes you want 
to delve into, just let me know.

Mark Chapter 15 (KJV) - A Verse-by-Verse Commentary

Mark 15:1

And straightway in  the morning  the chief priests held a consultation with  the elders and scribes an
d the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate.

• Commentary: Early in the morning, the Sanhedrin convenes to finalize their plans against Jesu
s. Binding Jesus signifies their intention to present him as a dangerous criminal to Pontius Pilate
, the Roman governor, highlighting their urgency and determination to see him condemned.

Mark 15:2

And Pilate asked him, Art  thou  the King of  the Jews? And he answering said unto him, Thou sayest 
it.

• Commentary: Pilate's question addresses the primary charge against Jesus—claiming to be the 
King of the Jews, which could be seen as a challenge to Roman authority. Jesus' response, "Tho
u sayest it," acknowledges the title but subtly implies that Pilate's understanding might be limite
d.



Mark 15:3

And the chief priests accused him of many  things: but he answered nothing.

• Commentary: The chief priests bombard Jesus with numerous accusations to justify their case. 
Jesus remains silent, fulfilling the prophecy of the suffering servant in Isaiah 53:7, demonstratin
g his composure and willingness to accept his fate.

Mark 15:4

And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest  thou nothing? behold how many things  they witness 
against  thee.

• Commentary: Pilate is surprised and puzzled by Jesus' silence despite the barrage of accusation
s. He attempts to coax a defense from Jesus, perhaps seeking a reason to release him.

Mark 15:5

But Jesus yet answered nothing; so  that Pilate marvelled.

• Commentary: Jesus' continued silence amazes Pilate. This reaction underscores Jesus' unique a
pproach to his trial, contrasting with typical defendants who would vehemently defend themselv
es.

Mark 15:6

Now at  that  feast he released unto  them one prisoner, whomsoever  they desired.

• Commentary: Pilate customarily releases a prisoner during the Passover festival to appease the 
populace. This tradition provides an opportunity to offer the crowd a choice between Jesus and 
another prisoner.

Mark 15:7

And there was one named Barabbas, which  lay bound with  them that had made insurrection with hi
m, who had committed murder  in  the  insurrection.

• Commentary: Barabbas is introduced as a notable prisoner, involved in an insurrection and gui
lty of murder. This establishes a stark contrast between him and Jesus, highlighting the injustice 
of the impending decision.

Mark 15:8

And the multitude crying aloud began to desire him to do as he had ever done unto  them.

• Commentary: The crowd demands Pilate to continue the tradition of releasing a prisoner, settin
g the stage for the choice between Jesus and Barabbas.



Mark 15:9

But Pilate answered  them, saying, Will ye  that I release unto you  the King of  the Jews?

• Commentary: Pilate offers to release Jesus, referred to as the King of the Jews. This title could 
be seen as an attempt to provoke a reaction from the crowd and test their loyalty to Jesus.

Mark 15:10

For he knew that  the chief priests had delivered him for envy.

• Commentary: Pilate recognizes that the chief priests' motives are driven by envy, not justice. H
is insight into their intentions underscores the political and religious tension surrounding Jesus' t
rial.

Mark 15:11

But  the chief priests moved the people,  that he should rather release Barabbas unto  them.

• Commentary: The chief priests manipulate the crowd to demand Barabbas' release instead of J
esus. Their influence over the people highlights their desperation to ensure Jesus' execution.

Mark 15:12

And Pilate answered and said again unto  them, What will ye  then  that I shall do unto him whom ye 
call  the King of  the Jews?

• Commentary: Pilate, seeking clarity from the crowd, asks what should be done with Jesus. His 
question emphasizes the crowd's responsibility in the decision-making process.

Mark 15:13

And they cried out again, Crucify him.

• Commentary: The crowd, incited by the chief priests, vehemently demands Jesus' crucifixion. 
This response highlights the depth of their manipulation and the tragic shift in public opinion ag
ainst Jesus.

Mark 15:14

Then Pilate said unto  them, Why, what evil hath he done? And they cried out  the more exceedingly, 
Crucify him.

• Commentary: Pilate attempts to reason with the crowd, questioning the justification for crucifi
xion. The crowd's increasing insistence on crucifixion reflects the intensity of their demands an
d the futility of Pilate's efforts to intervene.



Mark 15:15

And so Pilate, willing  to content  the people, released Barabbas unto  them, and delivered Jesus, whe
n he had scourged him,  to be crucified.

• Commentary: Pilate capitulates to the crowd's demands, releasing Barabbas and ordering Jesus 
to be scourged and crucified. This decision, driven by a desire to maintain public order, undersc
ores the political pressure Pilate faces.

Mark 15:16

And the soldiers  led him away into  the hall, called Praetorium; and they call  together  the whole ba
nd.

• Commentary: Jesus is taken to the Praetorium, the governor's residence, where Roman soldiers 
gather. This scene sets the stage for further mockery and abuse by the soldiers.

Mark 15:17

And they clothed him with purple, and platted a crown of  thorns, and put  it about his head,

• Commentary: The soldiers mock Jesus by dressing him in a purple robe, symbolizing royalty, 
and placing a crown of thorns on his head. This cruel parody of a king's coronation underscores 
the humiliation Jesus endures.

Mark 15:18

And began to salute him, Hail, King of  the Jews!

• Commentary: The soldiers' mock salutation adds to the ridicule and suffering Jesus faces. Thei
r words, though intended as mockery, ironically affirm Jesus' true identity as King.

Mark 15:19

And they smote him on  the head with a reed, and did spit upon him, and bowing their knees worshi
pped him.

• Commentary: The soldiers' physical abuse and mock worship intensify Jesus' suffering. Their a
ctions reflect the extent of his humiliation and the brutality of his captors.

Mark 15:20

And when they had mocked him,  they  took off  the purple  from him, and put his own clothes on him, 
and led him out  to crucify him.

• Commentary: After mocking Jesus, the soldiers return his clothes and lead him to be crucified. 
This transition marks the move from mockery to the final stage of his suffering.



Mark 15:21

And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of  the country,  the  father of Al
exander and Rufus,  to bear his cross.

• Commentary: Simon of Cyrene is forced to carry Jesus' cross, highlighting Jesus' physical wea
kness after the scourging. The mention of Alexander and Rufus suggests that Simon's family wa
s known to the early Christian community.

Mark 15:22

And they bring him unto  the place Golgotha, which  is, being  interpreted, The place of a skull.

• Commentary: Jesus is taken to Golgotha, the place of crucifixion. The name "The place of a sk
ull" underscores the grim reality of the site where executions occur.

Mark 15:23

And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received  it not.

• Commentary: Wine mixed with myrrh was a sedative intended to dull the pain. Jesus’ refusal t
o drink it highlights his decision to fully experience the suffering, fulfilling his role as the suffer
ing servant who takes on the sins of humanity willingly and consciously.

Mark 15:24

And when they had crucified him,  they parted his garments, casting  lots upon them, what every ma
n should  take.

• Commentary: This act of dividing Jesus' garments fulfills the prophecy in Psalm 22:18. The so
ldiers' actions underscore the cruelty and callousness of the crucifixion process, treating Jesus’ b
elongings as spoils of execution.

Mark 15:25

And it was  the  third hour, and they crucified him.

• Commentary: The third hour (9 AM) marks the time of Jesus' crucifixion. This specific timing 
emphasizes the precision of events fulfilling divine prophecy and the significance of each mome
nt leading up to his death.

Mark 15:26

And the superscription of his accusation was written over, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

• Commentary: The inscription, intended to mock Jesus, actually proclaims a profound truth. It i
dentifies Jesus’ royal and Messianic identity, even as the authorities attempt to ridicule him.



Mark 15:27

And with him they crucify  two thieves;  the one on his right hand, and the other on his  left.

• Commentary: Jesus' crucifixion between two criminals fulfills Isaiah 53:12, which speaks of th
e Messiah being numbered with the transgressors. This placement highlights his association wit
h sinners, even in death.

Mark 15:28

And the scripture was  fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with  the  transgressors.

• Commentary: This verse explicitly connects Jesus’ crucifixion with Isaiah’s prophecy, emphasi
zing the fulfillment of scripture and the divine plan in action through Jesus’ suffering and death.

Mark 15:29

And they  that passed by railed on him, wagging  their heads, and saying, Ah,  thou that destroyest  th
e  temple, and buildest  it  in  three days,

• Commentary: The mockers reference Jesus’ statement about destroying and rebuilding the tem
ple (John 2:19), misunderstanding his reference to his own body. Their taunts show their ignora
nce of the deeper spiritual truth of his resurrection.

Mark 15:30

Save  thyself, and come down from the cross.

• Commentary: This challenge reflects a misunderstanding of Jesus’ mission. His refusal to save 
himself underscores his commitment to fulfilling his sacrificial role and the redemption of huma
nity.

Mark 15:31

Likewise also  the chief priests mocking said among themselves with  the scribes, He saved others; hi
mself he cannot save.

• Commentary: The religious leaders’ mockery highlights their blindness to the true nature of Je
sus’ mission. Their statement is ironically true; Jesus' choice not to save himself is precisely wh
at allows him to save others.

Mark 15:32

Let Christ  the King of  Israel descend now from the cross,  that we may see and believe. And they  th
at were crucified with him reviled him.

• Commentary: The demand for Jesus to come down from the cross to prove his divinity shows t
he leaders' lack of faith and misunderstanding. The reviling of the criminals further illustrates th
e universal rejection Jesus faced.



Mark 15:33

And when the sixth hour was come,  there was darkness over  the whole  land until  the ninth hour.

• Commentary: Darkness from noon to 3 PM signifies the gravity of the crucifixion. This supern
atural event symbolizes the weight of sin and the impending judgment being borne by Jesus.

Mark 15:34

And at  the ninth hour Jesus cried with a  loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi,  lama sabachthani? which  is, 
being  interpreted, My God, my God, why hast  thou  forsaken me?

• Commentary: Jesus' cry quotes Psalm 22:1, expressing the profound anguish of bearing the wo
rld's sin. This moment highlights the depth of his suffering and the fulfillment of messianic prop
hecy.

Mark 15:35

And some of  them that stood by, when they heard  it, said, Behold, he calleth Elias.

• Commentary: The bystanders misunderstand Jesus' cry, thinking he calls for Elijah. This misin
terpretation reflects the confusion and lack of spiritual understanding among the witnesses.

Mark 15:36

And one ran and filled a spunge  full of vinegar, and put  it on a reed, and gave him to drink, saying
, Let alone;  let us see whether Elias will come to  take him down.

• Commentary: Offering vinegar fulfills Psalm 69:21. The act is both an attempt to prolong Jesu
s' suffering and a mockery, continuing the theme of misunderstanding and rejection.

Mark 15:37

And Jesus cried with a  loud voice, and gave up  the ghost.

• Commentary: Jesus’ final loud cry and his death signify the completion of his redemptive wor
k. His voluntary surrender of life emphasizes his control over the situation and his fulfillment of 
the divine mission.

Mark 15:38

And the veil of  the  temple was rent  in  twain  from the  top  to  the bottom.

• Commentary: The tearing of the temple veil symbolizes the removal of the barrier between Go
d and humanity. This event signifies the new access to God through Jesus’ sacrifice, fulfilling th
e purpose of the new covenant.

Mark 15:39

And when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw that he so cried out, and gave up  the g
host, he said, Truly  this man was  the Son of God.



• Commentary: The centurion’s declaration recognizes Jesus’ divine identity. His statement refle
cts a moment of revelation and faith, standing in contrast to the mockery and rejection by others
.

Mark 15:40

There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary  the mot
her of James  the  less and of Joses, and Salome;

• Commentary: The presence of these women highlights their faithfulness and courage, even in t
he face of danger. Their role as witnesses underscores their importance in the narrative and the e
arly Christian community.

Mark 15:41

(Who also, when he was  in Galilee,  followed him, and ministered unto him;) and many other wome
n which came up with him unto Jerusalem.

• Commentary: This verse acknowledges the ministry and support provided by the women disci
ples. Their dedication and service are recognized, challenging the male-dominated social norms 
of the time.

Mark 15:42

And now when the even was come, because  it was  the preparation,  that  is,  the day before  the sabba
th,

• Commentary: The timing of Jesus’ death on the day of preparation for the Sabbath underscores 
the urgency and respect for Jewish customs. This detail sets the stage for the burial process.

Mark 15:43

Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited  for  the kingdom of God, came, 
and went  in boldly unto Pilate, and craved  the body of Jesus.

• Commentary: Joseph’s bold request for Jesus’ body demonstrates his devotion and courage. Hi
s status as an honorable counselor and his anticipation of God’s kingdom highlight his righteous
ness and faith.

Mark 15:44

And Pilate marvelled  if he were already dead: and calling unto him the centurion, he asked him wh
ether he had been any while dead.

• Commentary: Pilate’s surprise at Jesus’ quick death leads to verification by the centurion. This 
detail emphasizes the certainty of Jesus’ death, countering any claims that he merely swooned.

Mark 15:45

And when he knew it of  the centurion, he gave  the body  to Joseph.



• Commentary: Upon confirmation, Pilate grants Joseph permission to take Jesus’ body. This act 
of releasing the body to a known follower shows Pilate’s indifference to further conflict over Jes
us.

Mark 15:46

And he bought  fine  linen, and took him down, and wrapped him in  the  linen, and laid him in a sep
ulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a stone unto  the door of  the sepulchre.

• Commentary: Joseph’s actions of wrapping Jesus’ body in fine linen and placing it in his own t
omb show respect and honor. The stone sealing the tomb emphasizes the finality of the burial an
d sets the stage for the resurrection.

Mark 15:47

And Mary Magdalene and Mary  the mother of Joses beheld where he was  laid.

• Commentary: The two Marys’ observation of the burial site ensures accurate witness testimony
. Their presence affirms their dedication and sets the scene for their role in discovering the resur
rection.

Mark Chapter 16 (KJV) - A Verse-by-Verse Commentary

Mark 16:1

And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary  the mother of James, and Salome, ha
d bought sweet spices,  that  they might come and anoint him.

• Commentary: The Sabbath, a day of rest, has concluded, allowing the women to visit Jesus' to
mb. Their purchase of spices indicates their intent to anoint Jesus’ body, a customary act of dev
otion and respect. This reveals their love and commitment to Jesus, despite the apparent finality 
of his death.

Mark 16:2

And very early  in  the morning  the  first day of  the week,  they came unto  the sepulchre at  the rising 
of  the sun.

• Commentary: The women arrive at the tomb early on Sunday morning, showing their eagernes
s and dedication. This timing signifies the dawning of a new era, both literally and symbolically, 
as the resurrection will soon be revealed.

Mark 16:3

And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone  from the door of  the sepulchre?

• Commentary: The women express concern about the large stone blocking the tomb’s entrance. 
Their conversation highlights the practical obstacles they face and their determination to honor J
esus.



Mark 16:4

And when they  looked,  they saw that  the stone was rolled away:  for  it was very great.

• Commentary: Upon arrival, the women find the stone already moved, which is surprising give
n its size. This detail sets the stage for the miraculous events that follow and signifies divine int
ervention.

Mark 16:5

And entering  into  the sepulchre,  they saw a young man sitting on  the right side, clothed  in a  long 
white garment; and they were affrighted.

• Commentary: Inside the tomb, the women encounter a young man in a white garment, symboli
zing purity and divine presence. Their fear is a natural reaction to this supernatural sight, indicat
ing the gravity of the moment.

Mark 16:6

And he saith unto  them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he  is ris
en; he  is not here: behold  the place where  they  laid him.

• Commentary: The angel reassures the women and delivers the astounding news of Jesus’ resur
rection. His message emphasizes the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy and invites them to witness t
he empty tomb as proof.

Mark 16:7

But go your way,  tell his disciples and Peter  that he goeth before you  into Galilee:  there shall ye se
e him, as he said unto you.

• Commentary: The angel instructs the women to inform the disciples, specifically mentioning P
eter, highlighting his restoration despite his denial. The reference to Galilee aligns with Jesus’ e
arlier predictions and directs the disciples to the place where they will see him again.

Mark 16:8

And they went out quickly, and  fled  from the sepulchre;  for  they  trembled and were amazed: neither 
said  they any  thing  to any man;  for  they were afraid.

• Commentary: Overwhelmed by fear and amazement, the women flee the tomb. Their initial sil
ence underscores the shock and awe of encountering the resurrection, capturing the profound im
pact of the event.

Mark 16:9

Now when Jesus was risen early  the  first day of  the week, he appeared  first  to Mary Magdalene, o
ut of whom he had cast seven devils.



• Commentary: Jesus’ first appearance to Mary Magdalene underscores her significant role amo
ng his followers. Her deliverance from seven demons highlights her transformation and devotio
n, making her a fitting first witness to the resurrection.

Mark 16:10

And she went and told  them that had been with him, as  they mourned and wept.

• Commentary: Mary Magdalene promptly informs the grieving disciples of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Her announcement brings hope amid their sorrow, indicating the pivotal shift from mourning to 
joy.

Mark 16:11

And they, when they had heard  that he was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not.

• Commentary: The disciples' initial disbelief reflects their deep grief and the extraordinary natu
re of the resurrection. This skepticism highlights the human tendency to doubt miraculous event
s until personally experienced.

Mark 16:12

After  that he appeared  in another  form unto  two of  them, as  they walked, and went  into  the country
.

• Commentary: Jesus' appearance to two disciples on the road (likely referring to the Emmaus ro
ad encounter in Luke 24) demonstrates his risen presence in different forms. This emphasizes th
e varied ways Jesus reveals himself to his followers.

Mark 16:13

And they went and told  it unto  the residue: neither believed  they  them.

• Commentary: The two disciples share their encounter, but their testimony is also met with disb
elief. This ongoing skepticism among the disciples underscores the shocking and unprecedented 
nature of the resurrection.

Mark 16:14

Afterward he appeared unto  the eleven as  they sat at meat, and upbraided  them with  their unbelief 
and hardness of heart, because  they believed not  them which had seen him after he was risen.

• Commentary: Jesus rebukes the eleven disciples for their unbelief and hardness of heart. His a
ppearance and reprimand emphasize the importance of faith and the validity of the resurrection t
estimonies.



Mark 16:15

And he said unto  them, Go ye  into all  the world, and preach the gospel  to every creature.

• Commentary: Jesus commissions the disciples to spread the gospel universally. This command 
extends the mission beyond Israel, emphasizing the inclusive and far-reaching nature of the Chri
stian message.

Mark 16:16

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he  that believeth not shall be damned.

• Commentary: Jesus links belief and baptism to salvation, underscoring the necessity of faith an
d the public declaration of it through baptism. The warning of damnation highlights the urgency 
and gravity of accepting the gospel.

Mark 16:17

And these signs shall  follow them that believe; In my name shall  they cast out devils;  they shall spe
ak with new tongues;

• Commentary: Jesus promises miraculous signs accompanying believers, including exorcisms a
nd speaking in new languages. These signs authenticate the gospel message and demonstrate the 
power of Jesus' name.

Mark 16:18

They shall  take up serpents; and if  they drink any deadly  thing,  it shall not hurt  them;  they shall  la
y hands on  the sick, and they shall recover.

• Commentary: Additional signs include handling serpents and protection from poison, as well a
s healing the sick. These miracles underscore the divine protection and authority granted to beli
evers in their mission.

Mark 16:19

So then after  the Lord had spoken unto  them, he was received up  into heaven, and sat on  the right 
hand of God.

• Commentary: Jesus' ascension signifies the completion of his earthly ministry and his exaltatio
n to divine authority. Sitting at the right hand of God indicates his role as mediator and ruler, ful
filling messianic prophecies.



Mark 16:20

And they went  forth, and preached every where,  the Lord working with  them, and confirming the w
ord with signs  following. Amen.

• Commentary: The disciples obey Jesus' commission, spreading the gospel widely. The accomp
anying signs confirm the authenticity of their message and Jesus' continued presence and power, 
marking the beginning of the church's expansion.

The Book of Mark is a fast-paced, action-oriented Gospel that presents the life, ministry, death, and res
urrection of Jesus Christ with a sense of immediacy and urgency. As the shortest of the four Gospels, M
ark's account is concise yet deeply impactful, emphasizing the authority and servanthood of Jesus.

Concluding Themes and Reflections

1. The Servant-King:

• Mark uniquely portrays Jesus as both the Son of God and the Suffering Servant. Throug
hout the Gospel, Jesus demonstrates his divine authority through miracles, teachings, an
d acts of compassion. Simultaneously, he embraces the role of a servant, ultimately culm
inating in his sacrificial death on the cross. This duality challenges the contemporary exp
ectations of the Messiah and underscores the paradox of power in weakness.

2. The Call to Discipleship:

• The Gospel of Mark consistently highlights the cost and call of discipleship. Jesus' invita
tions to follow him are accompanied by demands for radical commitment, self-denial, an
d a willingness to suffer. The narratives of the disciples, including their failures and gro
wth, serve as both warnings and encouragements for believers. Mark's portrayal of Peter'
s denial and subsequent restoration encapsulates the grace and transformation available t
o all who follow Jesus.

3. The Kingdom of God:

• Central to Jesus' message in Mark is the proclamation of the Kingdom of God. This king
dom is presented not as a future distant realm but as a present reality breaking into the w
orld through Jesus' ministry. The parables, miracles, and teachings of Jesus reveal the nat
ure of this kingdom—characterized by justice, mercy, and reversal of worldly values.

4. The Passion Narrative:

• Mark dedicates a significant portion of his Gospel to the passion narrative—the final we
ek of Jesus' life. This emphasis on Jesus' suffering, crucifixion, and resurrection highligh
ts the core of Christian faith: salvation through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus. The detaile
d accounts of Jesus' trials, death, and burial provide a poignant reflection on his obedien
ce and love.



5. The Resurrection:

• The resurrection of Jesus is the climactic event in Mark's Gospel, affirming his victory o
ver sin and death. The empty tomb and Jesus' appearances to his followers validate his di
vine identity and mission. This resurrection not only signifies hope and new life for belie
vers but also mandates the proclamation of the Gospel to all nations.

6. The Role of Women:

• Mark's Gospel notably highlights the role of women in Jesus' ministry. From the faithful 
women who followed and served Jesus to those who witnessed his crucifixion and resurr
ection, their presence underscores the inclusive nature of Jesus' mission. Mary Magdalen
e and others serve as pivotal witnesses to the resurrection, emphasizing the value and ho
nor Jesus placed on their testimony.

Application for Modern Readers:

The Gospel of Mark challenges modern readers to embrace the radical call of discipleship, recognizing 
the cost and rewards of following Jesus. It invites believers to reflect on the nature of true greatness—
found not in power or prestige, but in servanthood and sacrifice. The emphasis on the Kingdom of God 
encourages a present and active engagement in promoting justice, mercy, and righteousness in the worl
d.

Conclusion:

The Book of Mark concludes with the commissioning of the disciples to spread the Gospel to all creati
on. This final mandate reinforces the universal scope of Jesus' mission and the responsibility of his foll
owers to continue his work. As believers reflect on the life and teachings of Jesus presented in Mark, th
ey are called to live out their faith with courage, compassion, and unwavering commitment to the mess
age of the Kingdom of God.

Mark's Gospel leaves readers with a sense of urgency and purpose, challenging them to respond to the t
ransformative power of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. It serves as a timeless reminder of the hope 
and redemption available through Christ, inspiring believers to faithfully carry forward the good news t
o a world in need.

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of inspiration and 
guidance on your spiritual journey. His books are created with a deep sense of faith and a desire to 
uplift and inspire all who read. 
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