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Introduction to the Book of James

The Book of James is a significant text in the New Testament, traditionally attributed to James, the 
brother of Jesus and a prominent leader in the early Jerusalem church. This epistle is often regarded as 
one of the earliest writings in the New Testament canon, likely composed around A.D. 40-45. It 
addresses Jewish Christians who were living outside Palestine, facing persecution and social 
challenges.

Authorship

The authorship of this letter has been widely debated among scholars. The traditional view holds that it 
was written by James, the brother of Jesus, who became a key figure in the early Christian community. 
He is described as a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ (James 1:1). This identification is 
supported by references in other New Testament texts that highlight his leadership role and his 
relationship with Jesus.

Audience

James addresses his letter “to the twelve tribes in dispersion” (James 1:1), which suggests that it was 
intended for Jewish Christians scattered throughout the Mediterranean region. This audience was 
experiencing trials and tribulations due to their faith, including poverty and persecution from wealthier 
individuals.

Themes

The central theme of James emphasizes practical Christianity—believers are called to live out their 
faith through actions rather than mere words. The epistle stresses that faith without works is dead 
(James 2:26), highlighting the importance of demonstrating one’s beliefs through good deeds. 
Additionally, it discusses issues such as favoritism, control over one’s speech, patience in suffering, 
and the power of prayer.

Purpose

The purpose of James’s writing is to encourage believers to remain steadfast amid trials and to seek 
wisdom from God (James 1:5). He aims to correct behaviors that contradict their faith and urges them 
to embody love for God and neighbor as foundational principles guiding their lives.



Structure

The letter can be divided into several sections:

• Greeting (1:1)

• Testing of Faith (1:2-18)

• Hearing and Doing the Word (1:19-27)

• Sin of Favoritism (2:1-13)

• Faith Without Works Is Dead (2:14-26)

• Control Over Speech (3:1-12)

• Wisdom from Above (3:13-18)

• Conflict Among Believers (4:1-12)

• Warnings to the Rich (5:1-6)

• Encouragements for Patience and Prayer (5:7-20)

In summary, the Book of James serves as a practical guide for Christians on how to live out their faith 
authentically amidst challenges, emphasizing action over mere belief.

Chapter 1:

James 1:1

"James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered 
abroad, greeting."

James, identifying himself as a humble servant of both God and Jesus Christ, opens his letter with an 
address to the Jewish believers who are dispersed across different nations, possibly due to persecution 
or diaspora. His title as a servant signifies his devotion and submission to the divine authority. His 
greeting to the twelve tribes acknowledges their shared faith and heritage, emphasizing that although 
scattered, they are united by their relationship with God.

James 1:2

"My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;"

Here, James encourages his fellow believers to find joy in the face of trials. He uses the term "divers 
temptations" to refer to the various difficulties and challenges they may encounter in life. Rather than 
seeing these trials as burdens, James calls for a perspective of joy, suggesting that they have a divine 
purpose in strengthening faith.



James 1:3

"Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience."

James explains the reason for finding joy in trials: they test and refine one's faith. Through these trials, 
believers develop patience, or steadfastness. The "trying" of faith is not meant to lead to despair but to 
build endurance, making one spiritually stronger and more resilient.

James 1:4

"But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing."

James emphasizes that patience, when fully developed, leads to spiritual maturity. He advises believers 
to allow patience to complete its work, which will lead them to be "perfect and entire," lacking nothing 
in their spiritual journey. This perfection refers to moral and spiritual completeness rather than 
flawlessness.

James 1:5

"If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him."

James assures believers that if they find themselves lacking wisdom, they should ask God for it. God 
gives generously and without reproach, meaning He will not criticize or rebuke them for asking. 
Wisdom here is the divine insight needed to navigate life's challenges and make godly decisions.

James 1:6

"But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven 
with the wind and tossed."

James warns that when asking for wisdom, one must ask with unwavering faith. Doubt is likened to a 
wave tossed by the wind, unstable and uncertain. Faith must be firm and confident in God's ability to 
provide, as doubt undermines one's request and trust in God.

James 1:7

"For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord."

James continues by stating that the doubter should not expect to receive anything from God. A lack of 
faith makes it impossible to connect with God's promises and blessings, emphasizing the importance of 
steadfast trust when seeking His guidance and help.



James 1:8

"A double minded man is unstable in all his ways."

A "double minded" person, who wavers between faith and doubt, is unstable not only in their spiritual 
life but in all aspects of their life. James stresses the necessity of singleness of mind and purpose in 
following God and His will.

James 1:9

"Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted:"

James advises believers in humble or lowly circumstances to rejoice in their exaltation through Christ. 
While they may face earthly hardships, they are spiritually lifted and honored in the eyes of God, 
reminding them of their eternal worth.

James 1:10

"But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away."

In contrast, the rich are reminded to be humble, for earthly wealth and status are fleeting, like a flower 
that withers. James points out the transient nature of riches and worldly success, encouraging the 
wealthy to find their true value in spiritual matters rather than material wealth.

James 1:11

"For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower 
thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in 
his ways."

James uses the imagery of the sun scorching and withering the grass to illustrate the temporary nature 
of riches and the wealthy man's pursuits. Just as a flower fades under harsh sunlight, so too will the 
wealthy fade, leaving behind only what was built on faith and godliness.

James 1:12

"Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of 
life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him."

Those who endure trials and temptations with steadfast faith are blessed, for they will receive the 
"crown of life"—eternal life promised by God to those who love Him. This reward is not merely for 
enduring hardship but for maintaining love and devotion to God throughout.



James 1:13

"Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man:"

James makes it clear that God is not the source of temptation. God, being pure and holy, cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone with evil. The implication is that temptation arises from 
other sources, not from God, and believers should not blame God for their struggles with sin.

James 1:14

"But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed."

James shifts the focus to the true origin of temptation: human desire. Temptation occurs when an 
individual is "drawn away" by their own lust, or uncontrolled desires. These desires entice and lure 
people into sin, indicating that the battle against temptation begins within.

James 1:15

"Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death."

James provides a sobering warning about the progression of sin. First, desire (lust) gives birth to sin. 
Then, if sin is allowed to grow unchecked, it ultimately leads to death—both spiritual separation from 
God and, potentially, physical death. This highlights the deadly nature of unchecked sin.

James 1:16

"Do not err, my beloved brethren."

Here, James issues a loving plea to his fellow believers: "Do not be deceived." He warns them against 
falling into error, particularly regarding the nature of temptation and sin. His tone is affectionate, 
calling them "beloved brethren," underscoring his deep concern for their spiritual well-being.

James 1:17

"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."

James reassures his readers that all good and perfect gifts come from God, the "Father of lights." This 
title reflects God's role as Creator of the heavens and the source of all that is pure and good. Unlike 
shifting shadows, God’s character is constant and unchanging, always dependable.



James 1:18

"Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his 
creatures."

God, in His sovereign will, brought believers to spiritual life through the "word of truth"—the gospel. 
Believers are described as the "firstfruits," a term often used to signify the first and best portion of a 
harvest, implying that they are set apart as a special people for God’s purposes.

James 1:19

"Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:"

James advises believers on how to conduct themselves, especially in difficult situations. He urges them 
to be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry. This wisdom promotes careful 
consideration and self-control, helping to avoid unnecessary conflict or sinful reactions.

James 1:20

"For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God."

James explains why it’s important to control anger: human anger does not produce the righteousness 
that God desires. Rather than leading to justice or holiness, unchecked anger typically results in sinful 
behavior and distances a person from God's will.

James 1:21

"Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the 
engrafted word, which is able to save your souls."

James calls believers to put aside all moral filth and excess wickedness, and instead to humbly receive 
the implanted word of God, which has the power to save their souls. This verse stresses the importance 
of purity and receptivity to God's transforming truth.

James 1:22

"But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves."

James emphasizes that it is not enough to merely listen to the word of God; believers must also act on 
it. Those who hear but do not follow through with obedience are deceiving themselves. True faith is 
demonstrated in action, not just passive listening.



James 1:23

"For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural 
face in a glass:"

James compares a person who hears the word but does not act on it to someone who looks at their 
reflection in a mirror. The image is temporary, and if no action is taken, the effect fades quickly. It’s a 
fleeting and superficial engagement with God's truth.

James 1:24

"For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he 
was."

Just as one quickly forgets their reflection after leaving the mirror, so too does a person who hears the 
word without doing it. They soon forget the transformative truth and fail to apply it, leading to no 
lasting change in their life.

James 1:25

"But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed."

James contrasts the forgetful hearer with the person who carefully examines and lives by the "perfect 
law of liberty," which refers to the liberating truth of God’s word. By continuing in obedience, they will 
experience blessing in their actions and their life as a whole.

James 1:26

"If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own 
heart, this man's religion is vain."

James addresses the importance of controlling one's speech. He warns that if someone claims to be 
religious but cannot control their tongue, their religion is worthless. This highlights the importance of 
self-control and the integrity of one’s faith.



James 1:27

"Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows 
in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world."

James concludes by defining true religion as acts of love and compassion, such as caring for orphans 
and widows in their distress, and living a life of moral purity, free from the corrupting influences of the 
world. This represents the heart of genuine faith—active service and holy living.

Chapter 2:

James 2:1

"My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of 
persons."

James begins by addressing his fellow believers, instructing them not to show favoritism while 
professing faith in Jesus Christ, the "Lord of glory." This is a call for impartiality in the Christian 
community, warning against giving preferential treatment to certain individuals based on worldly status 
or appearance, as such behavior contradicts the nature of God's kingdom.

James 2:2

"For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come 
in also a poor man in vile raiment;"

James presents a scenario where two individuals enter a Christian assembly: one is rich, wearing fine 
clothes and jewelry, while the other is poor, dressed in shabby clothing. This contrast sets the stage for 
a lesson about how believers should treat others based on their inner worth, not outward appearance.

James 2:3

"And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a 
good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool:"

In this verse, James describes a situation of favoritism, where the rich man is offered a place of honor, 
while the poor man is either told to stand or sit in a lowly, degrading position. This unfair treatment 
based on wealth is a direct violation of the principle of equality in Christ, and James criticizes such 
behavior.



James 2:4

"Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?"

James confronts the believers, asking if by showing favoritism, they have not become partial and 
biased, acting as unjust judges. Their actions reveal evil motives, as they are making distinctions based 
on superficial factors like wealth, which runs counter to the values of God's kingdom.

James 2:5

"Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and 
heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?"

James reminds his readers that God often chooses the poor, who may lack material wealth but are "rich 
in faith," to be heirs of His kingdom. God's promise of the kingdom is given to those who love Him, 
regardless of their earthly status. This reflects the upside-down nature of God’s values, where spiritual 
riches outweigh material possessions.

James 2:6

"But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment 
seats?"

James criticizes the community for dishonoring the poor, even though it is often the wealthy who 
oppress them, dragging them into court and using their influence to exploit others. He points out the 
irony of favoring the rich when they are frequently the source of mistreatment and injustice.

James 2:7

"Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called?"

James goes further by stating that many of the rich, whom they are favoring, blaspheme the name of 
Christ, the very name by which believers are called. This adds another layer of irony to the situation, as 
the believers are honoring those who dishonor God and His name.

James 2:8

"If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye 
do well:"

James refers to the "royal law" found in Scripture, which is the command to "love thy neighbor as 
thyself." If believers live by this law, treating everyone with equal love and respect, they are doing well 



and living in accordance with God's will. This command reflects the heart of Christian ethics—love and 
fairness toward all.

James 2:9

"But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors."

However, if believers show favoritism or "respect to persons," they are committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. James leaves no room for partiality in the Christian life, making 
it clear that favoritism is a violation of God's law of love and justice.

James 2:10

"For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all."

James teaches that the law of God is a unified whole. If someone keeps most of the commandments but 
breaks just one, they are guilty of breaking the entire law. This underscores the seriousness of all sin, no 
matter how small it may seem, and the need for consistency in following God’s commandments.

James 2:11

"For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, 
yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law."

James provides an example of the unified nature of the law by pointing out that the same God who 
commanded against adultery also commanded against murder. Breaking one commandment, even 
while keeping another, still makes one a lawbreaker. The point is to emphasize that all of God’s 
commandments are important and interconnected.

James 2:12

"So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty."

James instructs believers to speak and act as those who will be judged by the "law of liberty," which 
refers to the law of love and grace in Christ. This law sets people free from sin but also holds them 
accountable for their actions. Therefore, their conduct should reflect the freedom and responsibility that 
come with following Christ.

James 2:13

"For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth 
against judgment."



James warns that those who do not show mercy to others will themselves face judgment without mercy. 
However, mercy triumphs over judgment, meaning that those who are merciful will receive mercy in 
return, reflecting God's own character. Mercy is a key element of Christian life, and it outweighs strict 
judgment.

James 2:14

"What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can 
faith save him?"

James challenges the idea of faith without corresponding actions. He asks what good it is if someone 
claims to have faith but does not demonstrate it through works. He implies that such faith, without 
deeds, cannot truly save a person, emphasizing that faith and works must go hand in hand.

James 2:15

"If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,"

James presents a practical example: if a fellow believer is in need, lacking clothing and food, this 
situation demands a response. He sets the stage to show how real faith must manifest itself in tangible 
acts of love and kindness.

James 2:16

"And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye 
give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?"

James illustrates the futility of empty words. If someone simply says to the needy person, "Go in peace, 
be warmed and filled," but does nothing to meet their physical needs, it accomplishes nothing. Words 
without actions are meaningless, and true faith must result in practical help.

James 2:17

"Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone."

James draws his conclusion: faith that is not accompanied by works is dead. A faith that does not result 
in good deeds is lifeless and ineffective. True faith will naturally express itself in acts of love, 
compassion, and obedience to God.

James 2:18

"Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, 
and I will shew thee my faith by my works."



James presents a hypothetical argument where someone claims they can have faith without works. He 
responds by challenging this idea, stating that faith cannot be demonstrated apart from works. Instead, 
true faith is revealed through actions. He emphasizes that good works are the visible evidence of an 
invisible faith.

James 2:19

"Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble."

James highlights that mere belief in God’s existence is not enough, as even demons believe in God and 
fear Him. This kind of belief, without accompanying obedience and trust in God, is insufficient for 
salvation. James stresses that genuine faith must go beyond intellectual acknowledgment; it must lead 
to a transformed life.

James 2:20

"But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?"

James continues by directly addressing those who might argue otherwise, calling them “vain” or 
foolish. He repeats his central point: faith without works is dead, empty, and useless. This rhetorical 
question emphasizes the necessity of works as the natural outflow of real faith.

James 2:21

"Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the 
altar?"

James uses Abraham, the patriarch of Israel, as an example of faith demonstrated by works. Abraham’s 
willingness to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice, in obedience to God, was a concrete action that showed 
his faith. James points out that Abraham’s faith was validated by this act of obedience.

James 2:22

"Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?"

Here, James explains that Abraham’s faith and his works were working together. His faith was brought 
to completion or maturity through his actions. This shows that faith and works are not separate entities 
but interconnected, with works completing and perfecting faith.



James 2:23

"And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto 
him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God."

James quotes Scripture (Genesis 15:6) to show that Abraham’s belief in God was credited to him as 
righteousness. This faith was shown to be genuine through his actions, and as a result, Abraham was 
called “the Friend of God.” His obedience solidified his close relationship with God.

James 2:24

"Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only."

James draws his conclusion from Abraham’s example, emphasizing that a person is justified by works, 
not by faith alone. This does not contradict the teaching of salvation by faith, but rather it affirms that 
true faith will always produce good works as evidence of its genuineness.

James 2:25

"Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the 
messengers, and had sent them out another way?"

James introduces Rahab, a Gentile and a woman of questionable reputation, as another example of 
someone justified by works. Rahab’s actions—hiding the Israelite spies and helping them escape—
demonstrated her faith in God. Despite her background, her faith was proven by her courageous and 
righteous actions.

James 2:26

"For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also."

James concludes with a powerful analogy: just as a body without the spirit is dead, so is faith without 
works. Faith that does not lead to action is lifeless and meaningless. He emphasizes once again the 
inseparable connection between genuine faith and good works, as one cannot exist without the other.

Chapter 3:

James 3:1

"My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation."

James begins by advising against many people seeking to be teachers or "masters" in the faith because 
those in teaching positions are held to a higher standard of accountability. The responsibility of leading 



others in spiritual matters brings greater judgment, as teachers influence many and must therefore 
exercise caution in their words and conduct.

James 3:2

"For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and 
able also to bridle the whole body."

James acknowledges that everyone stumbles in various ways, but he points out that someone who can 
control their speech is considered "perfect" or mature. The ability to master one’s tongue is a sign of 
self-discipline and self-control, which extends to controlling the entire body, meaning one's actions and 
behaviors.

James 3:3

"Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their whole 
body."

James uses the image of a horse controlled by a small bit in its mouth to illustrate how a small thing 
(like the tongue) can have great control over something much larger. Just as the bit directs the powerful 
horse, the tongue has the power to direct the course of a person’s life.

James 3:4

"Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they 
turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth."

James compares the tongue to a rudder on a large ship. Despite the ship's size and the force of the 
winds, it is steered by a small rudder. In the same way, the tongue, though small, has tremendous 
influence over the direction of a person's life, for good or ill.

James 3:5

"Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a 
little fire kindleth!"

The tongue, like a small spark, can cause great destruction. James emphasizes the disproportionate 
power of the tongue. Though it is a small part of the body, it has the ability to boast and create 
significant harm, much like how a tiny spark can start a large fire.



James 3:6

"And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it 
defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell."

James describes the tongue as a "fire" full of wickedness. It has the potential to corrupt a person 
entirely, spreading destructive influence throughout one's life ("the course of nature"). Its misuse can 
lead to sin and even eternal consequences, as he states that it is "set on fire of hell," indicating the 
devilish potential of harmful speech.

James 3:7

"For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and 
hath been tamed of mankind:"

James points out that humans have managed to tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and sea 
creatures, showing the great ability of humanity to control even the wildest creatures. This sets up a 
contrast with the difficulty of taming the tongue.

James 3:8

"But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison."

Unlike animals, the tongue is described as untamable by human efforts alone. It is a restless, 
uncontrollable evil, capable of great harm. James likens it to deadly poison, illustrating the profound 
damage that careless or malicious words can inflict on others.

James 3:9

"Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after 
the similitude of God."

James highlights the inconsistency in how the tongue is used. With the same tongue, people bless God 
but also curse others, who are made in God’s image. This contradiction exposes the hypocrisy of using 
speech to both worship and to harm.



James 3:10

"Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so 
to be."

James directly rebukes this double standard. It is inappropriate for blessings and curses to come from 
the same mouth. He reminds his readers that such inconsistency is contrary to the Christian life and 
should not be the norm among believers.

James 3:11

"Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?"

James uses the analogy of a fountain to emphasize that it is unnatural for both sweet and bitter water to 
flow from the same source. Just as a spring should produce only one type of water, so too should the 
tongue be consistent in producing only good and edifying speech.

James 3:12

"Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both 
yield salt water and fresh."

Continuing with the natural imagery, James points out that just as a fig tree cannot produce olives and a 
vine cannot produce figs, a person's speech should not produce both blessings and curses. A healthy 
source will produce consistent, good fruit, and so should a believer’s words.

James 3:13

"Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good 
conversation his works with meekness of wisdom."

James calls on those who claim to be wise and knowledgeable to prove it through their conduct. True 
wisdom is demonstrated by good works, accompanied by humility. Wisdom is not only intellectual but 
practical, showing itself in a gentle, righteous life.



James 3:14

"But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth."

James warns against harboring bitter envy and selfish ambition. Such attitudes are incompatible with 
true wisdom and should not be a source of pride. Those who act out of jealousy and rivalry are living 
contrary to the truth of the gospel and should not deceive themselves about the nature of their actions.

James 3:15

"This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish."

James describes bitter envy and strife as forms of "wisdom" that do not come from God. Instead, they 
are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. This false wisdom is rooted in worldly desires and leads to 
conflict, rather than promoting peace and godliness.

James 3:16

"For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work."

James explains the results of envy and strife: they lead to disorder and all kinds of evil practices. When 
selfish ambition rules, it creates chaos and opens the door for many other sins to thrive, disrupting 
relationships and communities.

James 3:17

"But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy."

In contrast, James describes the wisdom that comes from God as pure, peace-loving, gentle, and open 
to reason. It is full of mercy and produces good deeds, without favoritism or hypocrisy. This divine 
wisdom fosters harmony and is marked by sincerity and fairness.

James 3:18

"And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace."

James concludes by emphasizing that righteousness grows in an environment of peace. Those who 
promote peace in their relationships and actions will sow seeds of righteousness. Peacemakers, by their 
gentle and wise conduct, cultivate a community of godliness and justice.



Chapter 4:

James 4:1

"From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that 
war in your members?"

James begins by asking the source of conflicts and quarrels among the believers. He answers that these 
external fights come from internal desires and passions that are in conflict within each person. These 
lusts, or selfish desires, cause discord, both within individuals and within the community. The root of 
these conflicts lies in unchecked desires that lead people away from godly behavior.

James 4:2

"Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye 
have not, because ye ask not."

James explains that these intense desires lead to frustration. People desire things they do not have, 
leading to jealousy, even murder (whether literal or metaphorical), and constant striving. Despite all the 
fighting and conflict, they fail to obtain what they want because they do not ask God. Instead of 
seeking God’s will through prayer, they rely on their own efforts, which lead to frustration.

James 4:3

"Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts."

Even when they do ask, James points out that their prayers go unanswered because their motives are 
wrong. They are asking for selfish reasons, seeking to satisfy their worldly desires rather than seeking 
God’s will. This shows that God is not obligated to answer prayers that are driven by selfish or impure 
motives.

James 4:4

"Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with 
God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God."

James strongly rebukes those who align themselves with worldly values, likening them to adulterers, a 
reference to spiritual unfaithfulness. Friendship with the world, meaning aligning oneself with its 
selfish and sinful ways, makes one an enemy of God. This verse draws a sharp line between living for 
the world and living for God, as they are mutually exclusive.



James 4:5

"Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?"

James references Scripture to remind the readers that God’s Spirit, which dwells in believers, is a 
jealous Spirit. God desires our complete loyalty and devotion. He will not share His people with the 
world or tolerate divided allegiance. The Spirit in us yearns for our full devotion to God, not for 
worldly things.

James 4:6

"But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto 
the humble."

James offers hope by reminding believers that God gives more grace to overcome these struggles. He 
quotes Proverbs 3:34, showing that God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. Those who 
humbly acknowledge their need for God and submit to His will receive His grace, while those who 
pridefully rely on themselves face resistance from God.

James 4:7

"Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."

James calls believers to submit fully to God. This act of surrender puts them in a position to resist the 
devil, who will flee when confronted with the power of God. Submission to God and resistance to the 
devil are two sides of the same coin; one cannot resist the devil without first submitting to God’s 
authority.

James 4:8

"Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify 
your hearts, ye double minded."

James encourages believers to draw closer to God, with the promise that He will draw closer to them in 
return. This approach requires repentance: cleansing one's actions ("cleanse your hands") and purifying 
one’s inner thoughts and motives ("purify your hearts"). The "double minded" refers to those who are 
divided in their loyalty between God and the world. True repentance and devotion to God are necessary 
for an intimate relationship with Him.



James 4:9

"Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to 
heaviness."

James calls for deep repentance. Instead of laughing and rejoicing in worldly pleasures, he urges 
believers to mourn over their sin. This mourning is a sign of genuine repentance, reflecting sorrow for 
having strayed from God. Such brokenness leads to humility, which is the path to receiving God’s 
grace.

James 4:10

"Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up."

James promises that when believers humble themselves before God, He will lift them up. This lifting 
refers to spiritual restoration, as God exalts those who recognize their need for Him and rely on His 
grace rather than their own strength.

James 4:11

"Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his 
brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a 
doer of the law, but a judge."

James warns against speaking evil or slandering fellow believers. When one does this, they are 
effectively judging their brother or sister, which is akin to judging the law itself. This implies placing 
oneself above God’s law, which is meant to promote love and unity among believers. Instead of being a 
doer of the law, the person becomes a critic of it, something James strongly discourages.

James 4:12

"There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?"

James reminds believers that there is only one true Lawgiver—God, who alone has the authority to 
judge. He is the one who can save and destroy, meaning He holds ultimate power over life and death. 
Humans, therefore, have no right to judge one another, as judgment belongs to God alone.



James 4:13

"Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a 
year, and buy and sell, and get gain:"

James addresses those who presumptuously make plans without considering God’s will. People often 
make confident declarations about their future plans—going to a certain city, staying for a certain time, 
and engaging in business for profit—without acknowledging their dependence on God.

James 4:14

"Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, 
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away."

James reminds his readers of the uncertainty of life. No one knows what tomorrow will bring, and life 
is fragile and brief, like a vapor that appears for a moment and then disappears. This comparison serves 
as a warning against arrogance and presumption when making plans.

James 4:15

"For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that."

Instead of confidently declaring their plans, believers should humbly acknowledge their dependence on 
God by saying, "If the Lord will." This reflects a recognition that all plans and successes depend on 
God’s will, and not on human strength or foresight.

James 4:16

"But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil."

James condemns the arrogance of boasting about future plans and successes without considering God’s 
role. This kind of self-reliant pride is evil because it denies God’s sovereignty over life. Boasting in 
one’s own abilities and future outcomes is a form of arrogance that goes against humility before God.

James 4:17

"Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin."

James concludes by stating that knowing what is right and failing to do it is a sin. It is not enough to 
avoid doing wrong; believers are also called to actively do good. Neglecting to act when one knows 
they should is equally sinful in God’s eyes.



Chapter 5:

James 5:1

"Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you."

James begins with a sharp warning to the wealthy, calling them to "weep and howl" in anticipation of 
coming judgment. The rich are often tempted to place their trust in material wealth, but James 
emphasizes that their wealth will not protect them from the miseries and judgment that are coming. 
This is a call to repentance and acknowledgment of the temporary nature of worldly riches.

James 5:2

"Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten."

James highlights the fleeting nature of wealth by stating that the riches of these people have become 
"corrupted" or ruined. Even their expensive garments, a sign of wealth and status, are decaying, eaten 
by moths. This reflects the impermanence of material wealth and the futility of placing one's trust in it.

James 5:3

"Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall 
eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days."

James continues by declaring that even gold and silver, though precious, will tarnish and rust. The 
corrosion of their wealth will serve as a testimony against them, symbolizing how their selfish hoarding 
will lead to their downfall. They have stored up treasures for themselves, but instead of benefiting them 
in the "last days," it will bring about their destruction.

James 5:4

"Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back 
by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of 
sabaoth."

James exposes the injustice of the rich who have cheated their laborers by withholding their wages. The 
cries of these workers have reached the ears of the "Lord of sabaoth," a title that emphasizes God’s 
power and authority as the Lord of Hosts. God hears the oppressed and will respond to their cries with 
justice.



James 5:5

"Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a 
day of slaughter."

James criticizes the wealthy for living in excessive luxury and self-indulgence. They have "nourished 
their hearts," feeding their desires, but this will lead to their downfall. Their indulgence is compared to 
animals fattening themselves for slaughter, unaware that their judgment is imminent.

James 5:6

"Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you."

James condemns the rich for their oppression and exploitation of the righteous. They have unjustly 
condemned and even caused the death of innocent people who do not have the power or resources to 
resist them. This highlights the cruelty of the rich toward those who are vulnerable, and it underscores 
God’s coming judgment on them.

James 5:7

"Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth 
for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and 
latter rain."

Turning from the condemnation of the wealthy, James encourages believers to be patient as they await 
the Lord’s return. He uses the example of a farmer who waits patiently for the harvest after receiving 
the early and late rains. Just as the farmer waits for the crops to grow, believers must endure patiently, 
trusting that God will bring about His justice in due time.

James 5:8

"Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh."

James urges the believers to strengthen ("stablish") their hearts, remaining steadfast in faith. He 
reminds them that the return of the Lord is near, encouraging them to be patient and unwavering in 
their commitment to Christ as they anticipate His coming.

James 5:9

"Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth 
before the door."



James warns the believers not to grumble or hold grudges against one another. Such attitudes could 
lead to their own condemnation, as the Judge (Christ) is at the door, ready to render judgment. This 
serves as a reminder to live in peace and unity, knowing that Christ’s return is imminent.

James 5:10

"Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of 
suffering affliction, and of patience."

James points to the Old Testament prophets as examples of endurance in the face of suffering. These 
prophets spoke in the name of the Lord and suffered persecution for their faithfulness. Their patience 
and perseverance serve as a model for believers who are undergoing trials.

James 5:11

"Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have 
seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy."

James continues by pointing to Job as an example of endurance. Despite all his suffering, Job remained 
faithful, and in the end, God showed him mercy and restored him. This demonstrates God’s compassion 
and mercy toward those who endure trials faithfully. Endurance leads to God’s blessing and ultimately 
reveals His goodness.

James 5:12

"But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by 
any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation."

James instructs believers not to swear oaths, whether by heaven, earth, or anything else. Instead, they 
should speak truthfully and simply, letting their "yes" be "yes" and their "no" be "no." By avoiding 
oaths and speaking plainly, they protect themselves from falling into sin and judgment for false 
promises or exaggerated speech.

James 5:13

"Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms."

James provides practical advice for dealing with various situations in life. If someone is suffering, they 
should turn to God in prayer. If someone is joyful, they should express their gratitude by singing 
psalms of praise. In both affliction and joy, believers are encouraged to maintain a relationship with 
God through prayer and praise.



James 5:14

"Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:"

For those who are sick, James instructs them to call on the elders of the church to pray for them and 
anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. This reflects the importance of community in the church 
and the belief that prayer, along with symbolic acts like anointing with oil, can bring physical and 
spiritual healing.

James 5:15

"And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have 
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him."

James emphasizes the power of prayer offered in faith, stating that it can save the sick and restore them. 
He also notes that if the sick person has committed sins, they will be forgiven. This verse links physical 
healing with spiritual restoration, showing that God’s healing power addresses both body and soul.

James 5:16

"Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much."

James encourages believers to confess their sins to one another and pray for each other so that they may 
be healed. Confession and mutual prayer foster spiritual and physical healing. He also highlights the 
effectiveness of the prayers of a righteous person, stressing that fervent, sincere prayer can accomplish 
great things.

James 5:17

"Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not 
rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months."

James gives the example of the prophet Elijah, a man with human weaknesses just like anyone else, but 
whose earnest prayers were answered by God in powerful ways. Elijah prayed that it would not rain, 
and for three and a half years, there was no rain. This shows the power of prayer when offered in faith.



James 5:18

"And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit."

After the drought, Elijah prayed again, and God sent rain, which allowed the earth to produce its crops. 
This further illustrates the effectiveness of persistent, faithful prayer, and how God answers in 
accordance with His will, bringing restoration and blessing.

James 5:19

"Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him;"

James speaks to the importance of restoring those who have wandered from the truth. If a believer 
helps to bring back someone who has strayed, they are performing an important act of love and 
faithfulness, pointing that person back to God.

James 5:20

"Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul 
from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins."

James finishes his letter with a powerful message about the importance of restoring someone who has 
strayed from the truth. When a believer helps a sinner turn back to God, they are not only saving that 
person from spiritual death but also covering a multitude of sins. This verse emphasizes the redemptive 
power of reconciliation and forgiveness, showing how God's grace can wipe away many sins when 
someone repents and returns to the truth. It also highlights the communal responsibility believers have 
in helping one another remain faithful. 

Conclusion to the Book of James

The Book of James is a powerful and practical guide to living out the Christian faith. Throughout the 
letter, James emphasizes the importance of genuine faith that manifests in righteous actions. He 
presents a vision of faith that goes beyond mere belief, calling for a lifestyle marked by humility, 
patience, and integrity.

A major theme in James is the necessity of perseverance in trials. He encourages believers to see 
challenges as opportunities for spiritual growth, reminding them that God’s wisdom is available to all 
who ask in faith. This perseverance is closely linked to a deep reliance on God, as James consistently 
warns against the dangers of worldly desires, pride, and self-reliance.



James also stresses the need for impartiality and care for the vulnerable, urging believers to treat all 
people with love and dignity, regardless of their status. He condemns favoritism and insists that true 
religion involves caring for those in need, especially widows and orphans. Faith without works, James 
famously declares, is dead. For James, faith is inseparable from love and service to others.

In addition, James highlights the power of the tongue and the importance of controlling one’s speech. 
He warns of the destructive potential of words and calls for self-discipline and wisdom in 
communication. This extends to a broader call for humility, as James urges believers to submit to God, 
resist the devil, and draw near to the Lord with pure hearts.

The final chapters of the letter address social injustices, particularly the exploitation of the poor by the 
wealthy. James assures believers that God hears the cries of the oppressed and will bring justice. He 
also reminds the faithful to be patient, awaiting the Lord’s return, and to pray fervently, trusting in the 
power of prayer to bring healing and restoration.

In summary, the Book of James challenges believers to live out their faith through humble service, 
perseverance in trials, compassionate care for others, and righteous conduct. It is a call to action, 
reminding us that faith is not merely a set of beliefs, but a way of life that reflects the love, justice, and 
mercy of God.

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of inspiration and 
guidance on your spiritual journey. His books are created with a deep sense of faith and a desire to 
uplift and inspire all who read. 
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