


Detailed Table of Contents for the Book of Hosea

Chapter 1: Hosea’s Marriage to Gomer – A Symbol of Israel’s Infidelity

1. Hosea’s Call to Marry (1:1-3)

• Introduction of Hosea as a prophet during the reign of several kings.
• Command from God to marry Gomer, a woman representing unfaithfulness.

2. The Birth of Jezreel (1:4-5)

• Prophecy of the downfall of the house of Jehu.
• Judgment on the valley of Jezreel.

3. The Birth of Lo-Ruhamah (1:6-7)

• God’s declaration of no mercy for Israel.
• Promise of mercy for Judah.

4. The Birth of Lo-Ammi (1:8-9)

• Symbolic name meaning "not My people."
• God’s withdrawal of covenantal identity.

5. Promise of Restoration (1:10-11)

• Hope for Israel’s future reunification.
• Reference to the numerous descendants like the sand of the sea.

Chapter 2: Israel’s Unfaithfulness and God’s Promise of Renewal

1. Accusation Against Israel (2:1-5)

• Israel’s unfaithfulness likened to Gomer’s adultery.
• Pursuit of Baal and foreign lovers.

2. Judgment on Israel (2:6-13)

• God’s declaration to block Israel’s paths.
• Stripping away of blessings as judgment for idolatry.

3. Promise of Renewal (2:14-20)

• God’s intention to woo Israel back into the wilderness.
• A new covenant symbolized by betrothal in righteousness and love.

4. Restoration of Blessings (2:21-23)

• Reversal of the children’s names: Jezreel, Lo-Ruhamah, Lo-Ammi.
• Assurance of mercy and renewed relationship as "My people."



Chapter 3: Hosea Redeems Gomer – A Picture of God’s Redemption

1. God’s Command to Redeem Gomer (3:1)

• Hosea instructed to love Gomer again, as God loves Israel despite betrayal.
2. Hosea’s Purchase of Gomer (3:2-3)

• Redemption through the payment of silver and barley.
• Call for faithfulness in their renewed relationship.

3. Prophecy of Israel’s Restoration (3:4-5)

• Foretelling a period without king or sacrifice.
• Hope in the eventual return to the Lord and Davidic leadership.

Chapter 4: God’s Legal Case Against Israel

1. Indictment of Israel (4:1-3)

• Lack of truth, mercy, and knowledge of God in the land.
• Consequences of sin: mourning, death, and desolation.

2. Corruption of the Priests (4:4-10)

• Priests held accountable for leading the people astray.
• Warning of their impending judgment.

3. Israel’s Idolatry and Immorality (4:11-19)

• Condemnation of idolatrous practices, including cultic prostitution.
• Israel’s stubbornness likened to a stubborn heifer.

Chapter 5: Judgment on Israel and Judah

1. Call to Attention: Leaders and People (5:1-2)

• Addressing priests, kings, and the people.
2. Israel’s Political and Spiritual Failures (5:3-7)

• God’s awareness of Israel’s harlotry.
• Condemnation of futile alliances with foreign nations.

3. Prophecy of Judgment and Exile (5:8-15)

• Sounding the alarm for judgment.
• God will withdraw until Israel acknowledges its guilt.

Chapter 6: A Call to Repentance

1. Israel’s Superficial Repentance (6:1-3)

• Plea to return to the Lord with the expectation of restoration.



2. God’s Desire for True Devotion (6:4-6)

• Criticism of Israel’s fleeting faithfulness.
• Emphasis on the value of steadfast love over sacrifice.

3. Historical Examples of Unfaithfulness (6:7-11)

• Reference to Adam, Gilead, and Ephraim’s betrayals.

Chapter 7: Israel’s Pride and Corruption

1. Israel’s Refusal to Turn to God (7:1-7)

• Their sins are exposed, yet they refuse to return.
• Leaders described as inflamed with passions like a heated oven.

2. Futile Foreign Alliances (7:8-16)

• Israel as a “half-baked cake” and a “senseless dove” turning to Egypt and Assyria.

Chapter 8: Israel’s Idolatry and Judgment

1. Sounding the Trumpet of Judgment (8:1-3)

• Israel’s rejection of God’s covenant.
2. Idolatry and Its Consequences (8:4-10)

• Condemnation of self-made kings and idols.
• Futility of seeking help from Assyria.

3. Imminent Destruction (8:11-14)

• The coming judgment likened to sowing the wind and reaping the whirlwind.

Chapter 9: Israel’s Rejection of God’s Blessings

1. Loss of Joy and Exile (9:1-9)

• Israel will be exiled to Assyria.
2. Barrenness and Judgment (9:10-17)

• Symbolism of Israel’s barrenness as divine punishment.

Chapter 10: Israel’s Sin and Coming Judgment

1. Idolatry and Political Corruption (10:1-8)

• Prosperity led to greater idolatry.
• Prophecy of the destruction of idols.



2. Call to Repentance (10:9-15)

• Urgency to break up fallow ground and seek the Lord.

Chapter 11: God’s Love and Compassion

1. God’s Fatherly Love for Israel (11:1-4)

• Recalling Israel’s early days and God’s tender care.
2. God’s Reluctant Judgment (11:5-11)

• Despite rebellion, God’s mercy tempers His judgment.

Chapter 12: God’s Rebuke and Reminder

1. Israel’s Deception Like Jacob (12:1-6)

• Israel compared to Jacob’s deceitful behavior.
2. God’s Faithfulness Despite Israel’s Sin (12:7-14)

• Reminder of God’s enduring justice and mercy.

Chapter 13: Judgment Is Inevitable

1. Israel’s False Worship and Judgment (13:1-8)

• Idolatry compared to early prosperity.
• God likened to a lion and leopard ready to devour.

2. God’s Lament and Hope of Redemption (13:9-16)

• Israel’s destruction contrasted with future deliverance.

Chapter 14: Call to Repentance and Restoration

1. Call to Return to the Lord (14:1-3)

• Plea for sincere repentance.
2. Promise of Healing and Restoration (14:4-7)

• God’s promise to heal Israel and make them flourish.
3. Final Admonition and Wisdom (14:8-9)

• A call for wisdom to understand the ways of the Lord.



The Book of Hosea is a powerful narrative of love, betrayal, judgment, and redemption, reflecting 
God's relationship with Israel. Written by the prophet Hosea, it uses his personal life as a metaphor to 
communicate divine truths. Below is a detailed introduction to each chapter:

Chapter 1: The Prophet's Marriage as a Symbol

Hosea is commanded by God to marry Gomer, a woman of unfaithfulness, symbolizing Israel's 
infidelity to God through idolatry. The names of their three children—Jezreel, Lo-Ruhamah ("no 
mercy"), and Lo-Ammi ("not my people")—serve as prophetic messages about Israel’s impending 
judgment and the broken relationship between God and His people.

Chapter 2: Israel’s Unfaithfulness and God’s Mercy

This chapter presents a poetic lament about Israel’s spiritual adultery. God accuses Israel of pursuing 
other gods (Baal) and warns of consequences. However, the tone shifts to hope as God promises to 
restore Israel, portraying Himself as a faithful husband who will allure His unfaithful wife back, 
leading to a renewal of covenantal love.

Chapter 3: Hosea Redeems Gomer

Hosea is instructed to redeem Gomer, symbolizing God’s unyielding love for Israel despite her 
unfaithfulness. Hosea buys Gomer back and commands her to remain faithful, reflecting God’s desire 
to restore Israel to purity and devotion, even after periods of rebellion and exile.

Chapter 4: God’s Legal Case Against Israel

God presents a legal case against Israel, accusing the nation of ignorance, idolatry, and moral decay. 
The chapter emphasizes that the lack of knowledge of God has led to widespread corruption among 
both the people and the priests. Judgment is declared inevitable unless repentance occurs.

Chapter 5: Judgment on Israel and Judah

This chapter highlights the coming judgment on both Israel and Judah. The political alliances with 
foreign nations and reliance on human strength rather than God have led to their downfall. God warns 
that He will be like a lion to Israel, tearing them apart before leaving them to recognize their need for 
Him.



Chapter 6: A Call to Repentance

Israel is called to repent, but their repentance is superficial. God desires steadfast love and knowledge 
of Him rather than mere ritual sacrifices. He laments Israel's fleeting devotion, comparing it to the 
morning dew that quickly vanishes, highlighting the emptiness of their religious practices.

Chapter 7: Israel’s Pride and Wickedness

Israel’s pride, deceit, and stubbornness are exposed. They seek help from foreign powers instead of 
turning to God, likening themselves to a half-baked cake: unfit and ineffective. God laments their 
refusal to return to Him, despite the evident signs of His judgment.

Chapter 8: Israel’s Idolatry and Punishment

The chapter depicts Israel’s rebellion against God's covenant through idol worship, particularly the calf 
of Samaria. God declares that Israel has sown the wind and will reap the whirlwind, indicating that 
their actions will bring devastating consequences. The futility of foreign alliances is also condemned.

Chapter 9: The Consequences of Israel’s Sins

God warns that Israel’s joy will turn to mourning. The nation will face exile as punishment for their 
sins. Their sacrifices are meaningless, and their unfaithfulness will result in barrenness and desolation. 
Hosea mourns the spiritual degradation of his people.

Chapter 10: Israel’s Guilt and Coming Judgment

Israel’s prosperity has led to increased idolatry, symbolized by the altars and idols. God will break their 
power and destroy their idols. The chapter calls Israel to break up their fallow ground and seek the 
Lord, emphasizing the need for sincere repentance to avoid the judgment.

Chapter 11: God’s Love for His Wayward Son

This chapter presents a tender portrayal of God as a loving father who recalls Israel’s early days. 
Despite Israel’s rebellion, God’s compassion overflows. Although punishment is inevitable, God’s 
mercy will ultimately triumph, and He will not completely destroy His people.



Chapter 12: Israel’s Deception and God’s Faithfulness

Israel is compared to Jacob, the deceiver, to highlight their persistent dishonesty. God contrasts His 
unchanging faithfulness with Israel’s treachery. The chapter calls for a return to God through 
righteousness, love, and justice, reminding Israel of God’s covenant promises.

Chapter 13: The Inevitability of Judgment

God’s anger is expressed as Israel continues to reject Him. Their reliance on idols and human strength 
will lead to destruction. God uses vivid metaphors, such as a lion and a leopard, to depict the fierceness 
of His judgment. However, a faint promise of redemption lingers.

Chapter 14: A Call to Repentance and Promise of Restoration

The book concludes with a call to genuine repentance. God promises healing, forgiveness, and 
restoration. He envisions a future where Israel flourishes like a fruitful tree, emphasizing His steadfast 
love and faithfulness. The chapter ends with a call for wisdom to understand the ways of the Lord.

The Book of Hosea, with its central themes of love, betrayal, judgment, and hope, reveals the depths of 
God's unwavering love for His people, even in the face of their persistent unfaithfulness.

CHAPTER 1:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 1:1-5 (KJV)

Introduction to the Book of Hosea

The book of Hosea is one of the twelve minor prophets in the Old Testament, and it addresses the 
themes of Israel’s unfaithfulness to God and His enduring love and mercy. The opening verses set the 
stage for understanding Hosea’s prophetic ministry, which is characterized by both personal experience 
and divine revelation.

Verse 1: “The word of the LORD that came unto Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king 
of Israel.”

This verse introduces Hosea as a prophet chosen by God to deliver His message. The phrase “the word 
of the LORD” emphasizes that what follows is divinely inspired communication rather than human 
opinion or speculation.

• Hosea’s Identity: The mention of “Hosea, the son of Beeri” provides a personal touch to his 
prophetic identity. The name “Hosea” means “salvation,” which foreshadows his message about 
God’s desire to save His people despite their unfaithfulness.



• Historical Context: The reference to specific kings—Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah 
from Judah and Jeroboam II from Israel—places Hosea’s ministry within a historical 
framework. This period (approximately 760-720 B.C.) was marked by political instability in 
Israel following a time of prosperity under Jeroboam II. Understanding this context helps 
readers grasp the urgency and relevance of Hosea’s messages.

Verse 2: “The beginning of the word of the LORD by Hosea. And the LORD said to Hosea, Go, 
take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of whoredoms: for the land hath committed 
great whoredom, departing from the LORD.”

In this verse, God commands Hosea to marry a woman described as a “wife of whoredoms.” This 
shocking directive serves multiple purposes:

• Symbolism: Hosea’s marriage symbolizes Israel’s unfaithfulness to God. Just as Gomer 
(Hosea’s wife) would be unfaithful to her husband, so too had Israel been unfaithful to God 
through idolatry and sin.

• Children as Symbols: The phrase “children of whoredoms” indicates that their offspring will 
also represent Israel’s spiritual infidelity. This sets up a narrative where family dynamics reflect 
broader national issues.

• Divine Judgment: The term “whoredom” underscores serious moral decay within Israel. It 
signifies not only sexual immorality but also spiritual adultery—turning away from Yahweh to 
worship other gods.

Verse 3: “So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim; which conceived, and bare him a 
son.”

Hosea obeys God’s command by marrying Gomer. Her name suggests “completion” or “perfection,” 
which may contrast with her actions later in life.

• Obedience: This act demonstrates Hosea’s obedience to God’s will despite its implications for 
his personal life. It illustrates how prophets often endure personal sacrifice for their calling.

• Birth Announcement: The birth of their first child marks an important moment in their 
relationship and serves as an introduction to subsequent prophetic messages tied to this child.

Verse 4: “And the LORD said unto him, Call his name Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will 
avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu, and will cause to cease the kingdom of the 
house of Israel.”

The naming of their son Jezreel carries significant weight:

• Historical Reference: Jezreel refers both to a valley associated with significant events in 
Israel’s history (including Jehu’s violent rise to power). It symbolizes judgment against Jehu’s 
dynasty due to bloodshed committed during his reign.

• Prophetic Implication: This name foreshadows impending judgment on Israel itself—a 
warning that their current path would lead them toward destruction.



Verse 5: “And it shall come to pass at that day, that I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of 
Jezreel.”

This verse concludes this section with a stark prophecy:

• Military Defeat: The imagery here suggests military defeat for Israel (“I will break the bow”), 
indicating that they would lose their power and security due to disobedience against God.

• Covenantal Consequences: This reflects covenantal theology where blessings are tied directly 
to obedience; thus disobedience leads inevitably toward judgment.

Conclusion

In these opening verses (Hosea 1:1-5), we see not only an introduction to Hosea as a prophet but also 
an establishment of key themes such as divine judgment due to unfaithfulness and God’s desire for 
restoration through repentance. Through symbolic acts like marriage and naming children with 
prophetic significance, Hosea conveys profound truths about God’s relationship with His people.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 1:6-11 (KJV)

Hosea 1:6
“And she conceived again, and bare a daughter. And God said unto him, Call her name 
Loruhamah: for I will no more have mercy upon the house of Israel; but I will utterly take them 
away.”

In this verse, Gomer bears a daughter, and God instructs Hosea to name her Loruhamah, which means 
“not having obtained mercy.” This name signifies a critical turning point in God’s relationship with 
Israel. The choice of this name reflects God’s decision to withdraw His mercy from the nation due to 
their persistent unfaithfulness and idolatry. The phrase “I will utterly take them away” indicates a 
complete rejection of Israel’s sinful ways, foreshadowing impending judgment.

Hosea 1:7
“But I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them by the LORD their God, and 
will not save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by horsemen.”

In contrast to Israel’s fate, God promises to show mercy to Judah. This verse emphasizes that salvation 
for Judah will come through divine intervention rather than military might or human efforts. The 
mention of “the LORD their God” underscores the covenant relationship between God and Judah. This 
distinction highlights God’s grace toward those who remain faithful amidst widespread apostasy.

Hosea 1:8
“Now when she had weaned Loruhamah, she conceived and bare a son.”

This verse marks another significant moment in Gomer’s life as she weans Loruhamah and 
subsequently bears another child—a son. The act of weaning symbolizes a transition from infancy to 
maturity; however, it also suggests a continuation of Gomer’s unfaithfulness as she bears children 
whose names reflect God’s judgment.



Hosea 1:9
“Then said God, Call his name Loammi: for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God.”

The naming of the son as Loammi means “not my people.” This declaration serves as a stark reminder 
of Israel’s broken covenant with God. By stating “ye are not my people,” God communicates His 
disassociation from Israel due to their idolatry and rebellion. The phrase “I will not be your God” 
signifies a profound estrangement that results from sin—an indication that the relationship has been 
irrevocably damaged.

Hosea 1:10
“Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be 
measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, 
Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God.”

Despite the harsh pronouncements in previous verses regarding judgment and rejection, this verse 
introduces hope for restoration. The imagery of “the sand of the sea” alludes to God’s original promise 
to Abraham about multiplying his descendants (Genesis 22:17). It suggests that although judgment is 
imminent due to sinfulness, there remains an underlying promise that one day they would be 
recognized again as God’s people—indicating future reconciliation.

Hosea 1:11
“Then shall the children of Judah and the children of Israel be gathered together, and appoint 
themselves one head, and they shall come up out of the land: for great shall be the day of 
Jezreel.”

This final verse in this passage speaks prophetically about unity between Judah and Israel after a period 
of division. The term “one head” implies leadership under a single ruler or king—likely referring to 
Christ or a messianic figure who would restore both kingdoms. The phrase “great shall be the day of 
Jezreel” connects back to earlier themes in Hosea regarding judgment but also hints at redemption; 
Jezreel means “God sows,” suggesting that despite past failures, there is hope for new growth and 
restoration.

In summary, these verses encapsulate themes central to Hosea’s message: judgment due to 
unfaithfulness contrasted with hope for future restoration through divine mercy.

CHAPTER 2:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 2:1-5 (KJV)

Hosea 2:1
“Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi; and to your sisters, Ruhamah.”
In this verse, God instructs the prophet Hosea to address the people of Israel in a manner that 
emphasizes their identity as His children. The names “Ammi” (meaning “My people”) and “Ruhamah” 
(meaning “She has obtained mercy”) signify a restoration of relationship and favor. This is significant 
because it contrasts with their previous state of being called “Lo-ammi” (not My people) and “Lo-
ruhamah” (not having obtained mercy), indicating a shift from judgment to grace. This call serves as an 
invitation for the Israelites to recognize their true identity and return to God.



Hosea 2:2
“Plead with your mother, plead: for she is not my wife, neither am I her husband: let her 
therefore put away her whoredoms out of her sight, and her adulteries from between her 
breasts.”
Here, God uses the metaphor of marriage to describe His relationship with Israel. The term “mother” 
refers to the nation itself or possibly its leaders who have led the people into idolatry. The command to 
“plead” suggests a call for accountability and repentance. The phrase “she is not my wife” indicates a 
broken covenant due to Israel’s unfaithfulness. The imagery of “whoredoms” and “adulteries” 
illustrates Israel’s spiritual infidelity by pursuing other gods. This verse highlights the need for Israel to 
renounce its idolatrous practices in order to restore its relationship with God.

Hosea 2:3
“Lest I strip her naked, and set her as in the day that she was born, and make her as a 
wilderness, and set her like a dry land, and slay her with thirst.”
God warns of severe consequences if Israel does not repent. The imagery of stripping naked symbolizes 
total exposure and humiliation, akin to returning to a state of vulnerability before God. The references 
to becoming like a wilderness or dry land convey desolation—both spiritually and materially—as 
punishment for their unfaithfulness. This stark warning serves as both a threat and an appeal for 
repentance; it underscores God’s desire for restoration rather than destruction.

Hosea 2:4
“And I will not have mercy upon her children; for they be the children of whoredoms.”
In this verse, God declares that He will not show mercy on the offspring of Israel due to their mother’s 
unfaithfulness. This reflects the principle that sin has consequences not only for individuals but also for 
future generations. The term “children of whoredoms” indicates that they are products of spiritual 
adultery, suggesting that their identity is tainted by their mother’s actions. It emphasizes the seriousness 
of idolatry within families and communities.

Hosea 2:5
“For their mother hath played the harlot: she that conceived them hath done shamefully: for she 
said, I will go after my lovers that give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, mine oil 
and my drink.”
This verse elaborates on Israel’s betrayal by likening it to a harlot seeking after lovers who provide 
material benefits—bread, water, wool, flax, oil, and drink. Here we see Israel justifying its idolatry 
based on perceived blessings received from false gods rather than recognizing these provisions as gifts 
from Yahweh Himself. This highlights a fundamental misunderstanding among the Israelites regarding 
where true sustenance comes from; they fail to acknowledge God’s role in their prosperity.

In summary, these verses collectively portray God’s deep anguish over Israel’s unfaithfulness while 
simultaneously offering hope through calls for repentance. They illustrate both God’s justice in 
addressing sin and His desire for reconciliation with His people.



Verse Commentary on Hosea 2:6-10 (KJV)

Introduction to the Passage

Hosea 2:6-10 presents a powerful message from God through the prophet Hosea, illustrating the 
consequences of Israel’s unfaithfulness and God’s intent to bring them back to repentance. This passage 
uses vivid imagery to convey God’s actions toward His people, emphasizing both judgment and mercy.

Verse 6: “Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way with thorns, and make a wall that she shall 
not find her paths.”

In this verse, God declares His intention to intervene in Israel’s life by creating obstacles that will 
prevent them from pursuing their sinful ways. The phrase “hedge up thy way with thorns” suggests a 
protective barrier designed to cause discomfort whenever they stray from the right path. Thorns 
symbolize pain and difficulty, indicating that God’s corrective measures are meant to lead Israel back to 
Him rather than allow them to continue in their idolatrous pursuits. The “wall” further emphasizes 
separation from sin and highlights God’s desire for His people to seek Him instead of false gods.

Verse 7: “And she shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not overtake them; and she shall 
seek them, but shall not find them: then shall she say, I will go and return to my first husband; 
for then was it better with me than now.”

This verse illustrates the futility of Israel’s pursuit of other gods (“her lovers”). Despite their efforts, 
they will not find satisfaction or fulfillment in these idols. The realization that they cannot attain what 
they seek leads Israel to reflect on their past relationship with God—referred to as “my first husband.” 
This moment of introspection signifies a turning point where they recognize that their former state 
under God’s care was far better than their current plight caused by disobedience. It encapsulates the 
theme of repentance; acknowledging past blessings can motivate a return to faithfulness.

Verse 8: “For she did not know that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver 
and gold; which they prepared for Baal.”

Here, God reminds Israel of His provision—“corn,” “wine,” “oil,” along with material wealth (“silver 
and gold”). Despite receiving these blessings from God, Israel misappropriated them for idol worship 
(“which they prepared for Baal”). This verse underscores the ingratitude of Israel; they failed to 
recognize that all good things came from God alone. Instead of using these gifts for worshiping Him, 
they squandered them on false deities. This serves as a poignant reminder of how easily people can 
forget the source of their blessings when distracted by worldly desires.

Verse 9: “Therefore will I return, and take away my corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the 
season thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax given to cover her nakedness.”

In response to Israel’s unfaithfulness, God announces a withdrawal of His blessings. The phrase “take 
away my corn…and my wine” indicates a divine judgment where He removes sustenance essential for 
life. The mention of “wool” and “flax” symbolizes both physical needs (clothing) and spiritual 
covering (protection). By recovering what He has provided, God aims to expose Israel’s vulnerability 
without His support—a metaphorical stripping away intended to lead them back toward repentance.



Verse 10: “And now will I discover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and none shall deliver 
her out of mine hand.”

This verse portrays a stark revelation where God intends to expose Israel’s infidelity openly before 
those whom they have sought after (“her lovers”). The term “discover” implies bringing shame upon 
Israel by revealing their sins publicly. The declaration “none shall deliver her out of mine hand” 
emphasizes God’s sovereignty; no one can rescue Israel from the consequences of their actions except 
Him. This serves as both a warning about divine judgment and an invitation for repentance—
acknowledging sin is necessary before restoration can occur.

Conclusion

Hosea 2:6-10 encapsulates themes of judgment intertwined with hope for restoration. Through vivid 
imagery and direct speech from God, this passage illustrates how divine discipline aims at leading His 
people back into a faithful relationship with Him after periods of rebellion.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 2:11-15 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Book of Hosea is a prophetic text in the Old Testament, attributed to the prophet Hosea who 
prophesied during a tumultuous period in Israel’s history, around the 8th century BCE. The overarching 
theme of Hosea is God’s enduring love for His people despite their unfaithfulness and idolatry. In this 
particular passage, Hosea uses vivid imagery to convey God’s judgment and subsequent restoration of 
Israel.

Verse 11: “I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and her 
sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts.”

In this verse, God declares that He will bring an end to the joy and celebrations of Israel. The term 
“mirth” refers to joy or gladness, which indicates that the nation’s revelry will be disrupted due to their 
infidelity. The mention of “feast days,” “new moons,” and “sabbaths” highlights the religious 
observances central to Israelite life. These festivals were times of communal celebration and worship; 
thus, their cessation signifies a profound spiritual crisis. This reflects God’s displeasure with Israel’s 
unfaithfulness as they engaged in idolatry while still participating in these sacred observances.

Verse 12: “And I will destroy her vines and her fig trees, whereof she hath said, These are my 
rewards that my lovers have given me: and I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the field 
shall eat them.”

Here, God continues His pronouncement of judgment by targeting agricultural symbols of prosperity—
vines and fig trees. These crops were vital for sustenance and economic stability in ancient Israel. The 
phrase “my lovers” refers metaphorically to foreign nations or idols that Israel turned to for support 
instead of relying on God. By declaring that He will turn these fruitful plants into a forest (which could 
imply barrenness or desolation), God emphasizes that reliance on false gods leads to destruction rather 
than blessing.



Verse 13: “And I will visit upon her the days of Baalim, wherein she burned incense to them, and 
she decked herself with her earrings and her jewels, and she went after her lovers, and forgat me, 
saith the LORD.”

This verse illustrates God’s intention to hold Israel accountable for its idolatrous practices associated 
with Baal worship—a prevalent religion among neighboring cultures. The reference to burning incense 
indicates acts of worship directed toward these false gods. The imagery of adorning oneself with 
jewelry suggests a pursuit of beauty or allure associated with pagan rituals. The phrase “forgat me” 
underscores Israel’s forgetfulness regarding their covenant relationship with God; it highlights how 
they have abandoned their true source of identity and blessing.

Verse 14: “Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak 
comfortably unto her.”

In contrast to the preceding verses depicting judgment, this verse introduces a theme of hope through 
divine allurements. The wilderness symbolizes both desolation but also a place where God can 
reconnect with His people away from distractions. This evokes memories of Israel’s exodus from Egypt 
when they wandered in the wilderness before entering the Promised Land—a time when they were 
dependent on God alone. The promise that God will “speak comfortably” suggests a future restoration 
where He reassures His people after their period of punishment.

Verse 15: “And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of 
hope: and she shall sing there as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she came up out 
of the land of Egypt.”

This concluding verse encapsulates God’s redemptive plan for Israel following judgment. The mention 
of restoring vineyards signifies renewed blessings after repentance. The “valley of Achor,” which 
means “trouble,” is transformed into a “door of hope.” This transformation indicates that what was 
once associated with despair can lead to hope through God’s grace. Furthermore, singing as in “the 
days of her youth” evokes nostalgia for earlier times when Israel was faithful—highlighting both past 
joys and future promises.

Conclusion

Hosea 2:11-15 presents a powerful narrative arc from judgment due to infidelity towards restoration 
through divine love. It illustrates God’s desire for reconciliation despite human failure—a central theme 
throughout Scripture.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 2:16-23 (KJV)

Introduction to the Passage

Hosea 2:16-23 marks a significant shift in the narrative of the book of Hosea, transitioning from themes 
of judgment and condemnation to those of restoration and hope. This passage illustrates God’s promise 
to Israel, portraying His unwavering love and commitment despite their unfaithfulness. The imagery 
used here is rich and evocative, emphasizing the relational dynamics between God and His people.



Verse 16: “And it shall be at that day, saith the LORD, that thou shalt call me Ishi; and shalt call 
me no more Baali.”

In this verse, God declares a future time when Israel will recognize Him not as “Baali” (meaning “my 
lord” or “my master”), which has connotations of servitude and idolatry, but as “Ishi,” meaning “my 
husband.” This change signifies a transformation in their relationship from one marked by fear and 
obligation to one characterized by intimacy and love. The use of these names highlights the depth of 
the covenant relationship God desires with His people.

Verse 17: “For I will take away the names of Baalim out of her mouth, and they shall no more be 
remembered by their name.”

Here, God promises to remove all references to false gods (Baalim) from Israel’s speech. This act 
symbolizes a complete rejection of idolatry. The removal of these names indicates not only a physical 
distancing from idol worship but also a spiritual cleansing. It reflects God’s desire for His people to 
fully embrace their identity as His beloved rather than being entangled with pagan practices.

Verse 18: “And in that day will I make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with 
the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground: and I will break the bow and the 
sword and the battle out of the earth, and will make them to lie down safely.”

This verse introduces an image of peace that extends beyond human relationships to include nature 
itself. By making a covenant with animals and breaking instruments of war, God promises safety and 
security for His people. This imagery suggests a restoration not only in social order but also in creation 
itself—indicating that harmony will be restored between humanity and nature as part of God’s 
redemptive plan.

Verse 19: “And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in 
righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies.”

God expresses His intention to establish an everlasting covenant with Israel. The terms 
“righteousness,” “judgment,” “lovingkindness,” and “mercies” reflect God’s character traits that He 
desires to share with His people. This betrothal signifies commitment; it is not merely about legal 
obligation but about relational fidelity filled with compassion. Each term emphasizes different aspects 
of God’s nature—His justice balanced by mercy.

Verse 20: “I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD.”

The addition of faithfulness underscores God’s reliability in this relationship. The phrase “thou shalt 
know” indicates an intimate knowledge that goes beyond mere acknowledgment; it implies experiential 
understanding through relationship. This knowing is transformative—it leads to deeper trust and 
connection between God and Israel.

Verse 21: “And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the LORD; I will hear the 
heavens, and they shall hear the earth.”

This verse presents a reciprocal relationship where communication flows freely between God, creation 
(the heavens), and humanity (the earth). The assurance that God will hear reflects His attentiveness to 



prayer while indicating that creation itself responds positively when harmony is restored among its 
inhabitants.

Verse 22: “And the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall hear 
Jezreel.”

The mention of corn (grain), wine (new wine), oil (olive oil), along with “Jezreel,” signifies abundance 
following restoration. Jezreel means “God sows,” symbolizing fertility both literally (in agriculture) as 
well as spiritually (in terms of community). This abundance represents blessings flowing from God’s 
renewed relationship with Israel.

Verse 23: “And I will sow her unto me in the earth; and I will have mercy upon her that had not 
obtained mercy; and I will say to them which were not my people, Thou art my people; and they 
shall say, Thou art my God.”

The final verse encapsulates God’s ultimate promise—He will reclaim those who were once rejected or 
considered unworthy (“not my people”) into His family (“Thou art my people”). The act of sowing 
signifies planting seeds for growth—a new beginning for Israel where mercy replaces judgment. This 
echoes themes found throughout Scripture regarding inclusion into God’s family through grace.

Conclusion

Hosea 2:16-23 beautifully portrays God’s relentless love for Israel despite their infidelity. It emphasizes 
themes such as transformation from idolatry back to divine intimacy, peace within creation resulting 
from restored relationships, abundant blessings following repentance, faithfulness as foundational for 
knowing God deeply, along with inclusive mercy extended toward all who turn back to Him.

CHAPTER 3:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 3:1-5 (KJV)

Hosea 3:1
“And the LORD said unto me, Go yet, love a woman beloved of her friend, yet an adulteress, 
according to the love of the LORD toward the children of Israel, who look to other gods, and love 
flagons of wine.”

In this verse, God commands Hosea to demonstrate love towards Gomer, his wife, who is currently in a 
state of infidelity. The phrase “Go yet” indicates a repeated action; despite Gomer’s unfaithfulness, 
Hosea is instructed to pursue her with love. This reflects God’s unwavering commitment to Israel 
despite their spiritual adultery—turning away from Him to worship other gods. The mention of 
“flagons of wine” suggests that part of Israel’s idolatry involved sensual pleasures and indulgence in 
excesses associated with pagan worship.

Hosea 3:2
“So I bought her to me for fifteen pieces of silver, and for an homer of barley, and an half homer 
of barley.”



Here, Hosea takes tangible action by purchasing Gomer back from her life of prostitution or slavery. 
The price he pays—fifteen shekels of silver and a significant amount of barley—demonstrates both his 
commitment and the value he places on her. This act serves as a powerful metaphor for God’s 
redemptive love towards Israel; just as Hosea redeems Gomer, God seeks to redeem His people from 
their sins. The use of barley also symbolizes sustenance and provision; it signifies that Hosea intends 
not only to reclaim Gomer but also to provide for her needs.

Hosea 3:3
“And I said unto her, Thou shalt abide for me many days; thou shalt not play the harlot, and 
thou shalt not be for another man: so will I also be for thee.”

In this verse, Hosea establishes terms for their renewed relationship. He emphasizes fidelity by 
instructing Gomer not to engage in harlotry or belong to another man. This reflects the covenantal 
nature of marriage where faithfulness is paramount. The phrase “so will I also be for thee” underscores 
Hosea’s promise to remain faithful as well. This mutual commitment mirrors God’s desire for a faithful 
relationship with Israel—a call back from idolatry towards exclusive devotion.

Hosea 3:4
“For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and 
without a sacrifice, and without an image: and without an ephod or teraphim.”

This verse shifts focus from personal restoration to national consequences. It prophesies that Israel will 
experience a period devoid of political leadership (“without a king”) and spiritual guidance (“without 
sacrifice”). The absence of these elements signifies a time when Israel will feel lost due to their 
disobedience. The mention of “ephod” (priestly garment) and “teraphim” (household idols) highlights 
the complete spiritual desolation they face as they turn away from God.

Hosea 3:5
“Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their 
king; and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days.”

This verse offers hope after judgment. It foretells that after enduring hardship due to their 
unfaithfulness, Israel will eventually return to God (“seek the LORD their God”). The reference to 
“David their king” implies restoration under righteous leadership—interpreted by many as messianic 
hope fulfilled in Jesus Christ or future restoration during the millennial reign. The phrase “fear the 
LORD” indicates reverence towards God that leads them back into right relationship with Him.

In summary, these verses encapsulate themes of love, redemption, faithfulness amidst infidelity, 
national consequences due to sinning against God, followed by eventual restoration through 
repentance.



CHAPTER 4:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 4:1-5 (KJV)

Hosea 4:1 - “Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy 
with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in 
the land.”

In this opening verse, God calls upon the people of Israel to listen attentively. The phrase “Hear the 
word of the LORD” emphasizes the importance of divine communication and serves as a summons for 
accountability. The term “controversy” indicates that God has a legal case against Israel, suggesting 
that their actions have violated covenant obligations. The absence of “truth,” “mercy,” and “knowledge 
of God” highlights a moral and spiritual decay within society. Truth refers to honesty and integrity in 
relationships; mercy points to compassion and kindness towards others; and knowledge of God 
signifies an understanding and relationship with Him. Collectively, these deficiencies illustrate a 
complete breakdown in ethical behavior and spiritual awareness.

Hosea 4:2 - “By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they 
break out, and blood toucheth blood.”

This verse lists specific sins that characterize Israel’s behavior. The progression from swearing (false 
oaths) to lying indicates a culture where dishonesty is rampant. The inclusion of violent acts such as 
killing underscores severe moral corruption. The phrase “blood toucheth blood” suggests an escalation 
of violence—one act leads to another in a cycle of sinfulness. This vivid imagery portrays a society 
overwhelmed by crime and immorality, where ethical boundaries have been completely disregarded.

Hosea 4:3 - “Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish, 
with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall be 
taken away.”

The consequences of Israel’s sins are dire; nature itself reacts to human wrongdoing. The mourning 
land symbolizes desolation resulting from divine judgment. The phrase “every one that dwelleth therein 
shall languish” indicates widespread suffering among both people and animals due to sin’s 
repercussions. This verse illustrates a holistic view where human sin impacts not only individuals but 
also creation itself—showing how interconnected humanity is with nature.

Hosea 4:4 - “Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another: for thy people are as they that strive with 
the priest.”

Here we see a warning against conflict among people regarding accountability for sin. The instruction 
not to strive or reprove suggests that there is an atmosphere where correction is unwelcome or 
ineffective. The comparison to those who contend with priests implies that even spiritual leaders are 
being challenged or ignored in their roles as guides for righteousness. This reflects a broader societal 
rejection of authority figures who should be upholding God’s standards.



Hosea 4:5 - “Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet also shall fall with thee in the 
night: and I will destroy thy mother.”

This verse pronounces judgment on both individuals (“thou”) and leaders (“the prophet”). Falling 
during day or night signifies inevitable downfall regardless of circumstances—there is no escape from 
judgment when it comes due to persistent disobedience. The mention of destroying “thy mother” can 
refer metaphorically to Israel as a nation or community being judged collectively for its sins. It 
underscores God’s serious stance against unfaithfulness.

In summary, these verses collectively paint a picture of Israel’s moral decline due to their rejection of 
God’s ways leading to inevitable consequences both spiritually and physically.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 4:6-10 (KJV)

Hosea 4:6
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will 
also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, 
I will also forget thy children.”

In this verse, God expresses a profound indictment against His people, Israel. The phrase “destroyed 
for lack of knowledge” highlights the critical importance of spiritual understanding and wisdom. 
Knowledge here refers not merely to intellectual awareness but to a deep, relational understanding of 
God and His commandments. The rejection of this knowledge leads to dire consequences; God states 
that He will reject those who have turned away from Him. This rejection is particularly severe for the 
priests, who were meant to mediate between God and the people. Their failure to uphold God’s law 
results in their disqualification from serving as priests. Furthermore, the mention of forgetting “the law 
of thy God” indicates a broader societal neglect of divine instruction, which ultimately affects future 
generations—“I will also forget thy children.” This suggests that the consequences of rejecting God’s 
knowledge extend beyond individual actions to impact families and communities.

Hosea 4:7
“The more they increased, the more they sinned against me: I will change their glory into 
shame.”

This verse illustrates a paradox where Israel’s prosperity leads not to gratitude or righteousness but 
rather to increased sinfulness. The phrase “the more they increased” can refer to both population 
growth and material wealth. Instead of recognizing these blessings as gifts from God and responding 
with obedience and worship, the Israelites became complacent and indulged in sinful behaviors. God’s 
response is severe; He declares that He will transform their “glory into shame.” This indicates a 
reversal of fortunes where what was once esteemed (perhaps their status or blessings) will become a 
source of disgrace due to their unfaithfulness.

Hosea 4:8
“They eat up the sin of my people, and they set their heart on their iniquity.”

Here, God condemns the priests for exploiting the sins of the people rather than guiding them toward 
repentance. The phrase “eat up the sin” suggests that they benefit from the people’s transgressions 



instead of addressing them. This exploitation reflects a corrupt leadership that prioritizes personal gain 
over spiritual integrity. Their hearts are described as being set on iniquity, indicating a deliberate choice 
to pursue wrongdoing rather than righteousness.

Hosea 4:9
“And there shall be, like people, like priest: and I will punish them for their ways, and reward 
them their doings.”

This verse emphasizes the principle of corporate responsibility within Israelite society—the moral state 
of the leaders directly reflects that of the people. The saying “like people, like priest” underscores how 
both groups share culpability for turning away from God’s commands. Consequently, God’s judgment 
is imminent; He promises punishment based on their actions (“I will punish them for their ways”) while 
also affirming that they will reap what they sow (“reward them their doings”). This serves as a warning 
about accountability before God.

Hosea 4:10
“For they shall eat, and not have enough: they shall commit whoredom, and shall not increase: 
because they have left off to take heed to the LORD.”

In this concluding verse for this section, God outlines further consequences resulting from Israel’s 
unfaithfulness. The imagery used—“they shall eat, and not have enough”—conveys a sense of futility 
in their pursuits; despite engaging in sinful practices (symbolized by “commit whoredom”), they will 
find no satisfaction or growth (“shall not increase”). This dissatisfaction stems from abandoning 
reliance on God (“left off to take heed to the LORD”). It highlights how spiritual neglect leads not only 
to moral decay but also results in tangible hardships.

In summary, these verses collectively illustrate God’s serious charges against Israel regarding ignorance 
and disobedience towards His laws. They reveal how leadership failures contribute significantly to 
national decline while emphasizing God’s righteous judgment based on collective behavior.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 4:11-15 (KJV)

Hosea 4:11
“Whoredom and wine and new wine take away the heart.”
In this verse, the prophet Hosea identifies three significant influences that lead to spiritual decline 
among the people of Israel: whoredom, wine, and new wine. The term “whoredom” symbolizes not 
only physical infidelity but also spiritual unfaithfulness to God. This suggests a broader context of 
idolatry where the Israelites have turned away from Yahweh to pursue other gods. The mention of 
“wine” and “new wine” indicates intoxication, which can dull the senses and impair judgment. 
Together, these elements are said to “take away the heart,” meaning they lead to a loss of 
understanding, wisdom, and emotional connection with God. The heart in biblical terms often 
represents one’s inner self or spiritual core; thus, these indulgences result in a disconnection from 
divine truth.



Hosea 4:12
“My people ask counsel at their stocks, and their staff declareth unto them: for the spirit of 
whoredoms hath caused them to err, and they have gone a whoring from their God.”
Here, Hosea critiques the Israelites for seeking guidance from idols (“stocks”) rather than turning to 
God. The “staff” likely refers to divination tools used by false prophets or priests. This reflects a 
profound spiritual error where the people rely on material objects for direction instead of seeking 
divine wisdom. The phrase “the spirit of whoredoms” indicates that there is an underlying spiritual 
force driving them away from God into idolatry and immorality. Their actions demonstrate a betrayal 
of their covenant relationship with Yahweh.

Hosea 4:13
“They sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains, and burn incense upon the hills, under oaks and 
poplars and elms: because their shadow is good.”
This verse describes the practices of idol worship prevalent among the Israelites. They perform 
sacrifices on high places—mountains and hills—which were common sites for pagan worship rather 
than at the designated place ordained by God (the Temple). The reference to trees like oaks, poplars, 
and elms suggests that these natural settings were chosen for their beauty or shade (“because their 
shadow is good”), indicating a preference for comfort over obedience to God’s commands. This 
practice highlights their syncretism—blending worship of Yahweh with pagan rituals.

Hosea 4:14
“I will not punish your daughters when they commit whoredom, nor your spouses when they 
commit adultery: for themselves are separated with whores, and they sacrifice with harlots: 
therefore the people that doth not understand shall fall.”
In this verse, God expresses His judgment against Israel’s unfaithfulness but emphasizes that He will 
not specifically punish women for their actions because it reflects a broader societal issue. The phrase 
“for themselves are separated with whores” implies that both men and women are complicit in this 
moral decay; it is not just individual acts but a collective turning away from God’s standards. The 
consequence is severe—“the people that doth not understand shall fall,” indicating that ignorance of 
God’s ways leads to destruction.

Hosea 4:15
“Though thou Israel play the harlot, yet let not Judah offend; and come not ye unto Gilgal, 
neither go ye up to Beth-aven, nor swear, The LORD liveth.”
In this final verse of our passage, Hosea warns Judah not to follow in Israel’s sinful footsteps despite 
Israel’s unfaithfulness (“play the harlot”). He specifically mentions Gilgal and Beth-aven as places 
associated with idolatrous worship where false oaths were made in God’s name. By urging Judah not to 
engage in such practices or even approach these locations (“come not ye unto Gilgal”), Hosea 
emphasizes maintaining fidelity to Yahweh amidst Israel’s corruption. This serves as both a warning 
against complacency in sin and an encouragement towards righteousness.

The overall message conveyed through these verses is one of warning against idolatry and immorality 
while highlighting God’s desire for His people to return to Him in faithfulness.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 4:16-19 (KJV)



Hosea 4:16 - “For Israel slideth back as a backsliding heifer: now the LORD will feed them as a 
lamb in a large place.”

In this verse, the imagery of a “backsliding heifer” is significant. A heifer that refuses to be yoked 
signifies rebellion and stubbornness. Israel’s refusal to follow God’s commandments is likened to this 
unmanageable animal, illustrating their spiritual disobedience and unwillingness to submit to divine 
authority. The phrase “now the LORD will feed them as a lamb in a large place” suggests that God, in 
response to their waywardness, will provide for them but not in the nurturing sense one might expect. 
Instead, it implies that they will be led into captivity or scattered among nations where they will be 
vulnerable like lambs without protection.

Hosea 4:17 - “Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.”

Here, Ephraim represents the northern kingdom of Israel, which had become deeply entrenched in 
idolatry. The phrase “joined to idols” indicates a strong attachment or commitment to false gods, 
suggesting that the people have willingly chosen their path away from Yahweh. The command “let him 
alone” reflects God’s judgment; He allows them to pursue their desires without intervention. This 
abandonment serves as both a punishment and a warning about the consequences of forsaking true 
worship.

Hosea 4:18 - “Their drink is sour: they have committed whoredom continually: her rulers with 
shame do love, Give ye.”

This verse continues the theme of moral decay within Israel. The term “drink is sour” likely refers to 
the negative consequences of their actions—spiritual bitterness resulting from their infidelity and 
idolatry. The phrase “they have committed whoredom continually” emphasizes ongoing unfaithfulness 
not only in terms of physical adultery but also spiritual infidelity against God through idol worship. 
The mention of rulers loving shame indicates that those in power are complicit in this corruption, 
prioritizing personal gain over righteousness and leading the people further astray.

Hosea 4:19 - “The wind hath bound her up in her wings, and they shall be ashamed because of 
their sacrifices.”

The imagery here suggests impending judgment and destruction. The phrase “the wind hath bound her 
up in her wings” can be interpreted as an indication of swift judgment coming upon Israel—like a 
storm that carries away what is unanchored or unstable. Their shame due to sacrifices points out that 
despite their religious practices, these offerings are unacceptable because they stem from hearts turned 
away from God. Their rituals lack sincerity and true devotion; thus, they will face disgrace rather than 
blessing.

In summary, these verses collectively illustrate Israel’s spiritual decline characterized by rebellion 
against God, deep-rooted idolatry, moral corruption among leaders, and impending judgment due to 
insincere worship practices.



CHAPTER 5:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 5:1-5 (KJV)

Verse 1: “Hear ye this, O priests; and hearken, ye house of Israel; and give ear, O house of the 
king; for judgment is toward you, because ye have been a snare on Mizpah, and a net spread 
upon Tabor.”

In this opening verse, God calls out to three key groups within Israel: the priests, the general populace 
(house of Israel), and the political leaders (house of the king). The imperative “Hear ye this” 
emphasizes the urgency of God’s message. The mention of judgment indicates that these leaders are 
accountable for their actions. The imagery of being a “snare” and a “net” suggests that they have 
entangled the people in sin and idolatry, leading them away from God. Mizpah and Tabor were 
significant locations in Israel’s history, often associated with gatherings or battles. By referencing these 
places, God highlights how their leadership has corrupted what should be sacred.

Verse 2: “And the revolters are profound to make slaughter, though I have been a rebuker of 
them all.”

Here, God describes those who rebel against Him as “revolters,” indicating not just disobedience but an 
active turning away from divine instruction. The phrase “profound to make slaughter” suggests that 
their rebellion is not only deep-rooted but also results in violence and destruction—likely referring to 
both physical violence and spiritual corruption. Despite God’s attempts to correct them (“I have been a 
rebuker”), they remain unrepentant. This highlights a tragic aspect of human nature: even when faced 
with divine correction, many choose to persist in their wrongdoing.

Verse 3: “I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hid from me: for now, O Ephraim, thou committest 
whoredom, and Israel is defiled.”

God asserts His omniscience with “I know Ephraim,” indicating that He is fully aware of their sins. 
Ephraim represents the northern kingdom of Israel as a whole. The term “whoredom” here symbolizes 
spiritual unfaithfulness—turning to idols instead of remaining loyal to God. The use of “defiled” 
underscores the seriousness of their condition; they are spiritually contaminated by their actions. This 
verse serves as a reminder that nothing can be hidden from God’s sight; He sees both our actions and 
our hearts.

Verse 4: “They will not frame their doings to turn unto their God: for the spirit of whoredoms is 
in the midst of them, and they have not known the LORD.”

This verse reveals that despite God’s knowledge and warnings, the people refuse to align their actions 
(“frame their doings”) with His will. Their unwillingness to repent reflects a deeper issue—the 
presence of a “spirit of whoredoms” among them signifies pervasive idolatry that influences every 
aspect of life in Israel. The phrase “they have not known the LORD” indicates a relational disconnect; 
knowledge here implies an intimate relationship rather than mere awareness. Their failure to recognize 
or acknowledge God leads them further into sin.



 Verse 5: “And the pride of Israel doth testify to his face: therefore shall Israel and Ephraim fall 
in their iniquity; Judah also shall fall with them.”

In this concluding verse for this passage, pride emerges as a central theme contributing to Israel’s 
downfall. Pride blinds individuals to their faults and leads them into greater sinfulness (“testify to his 
face”). The inevitable consequence is stated clearly: both Israel (Ephraim) and Judah will fall due to 
their collective iniquity. This serves as a sobering warning about communal responsibility for sin; when 
leaders fail morally or spiritually, it affects everyone under their influence.

Overall, these verses present a powerful indictment against both spiritual leaders and laypeople alike 
for failing to uphold God’s standards. They illustrate how pride can lead nations astray while 
emphasizing God’s desire for repentance and restoration.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 5:6-10 (KJV)

Hosea 5:6 “They shall go with their flocks and with their herds to seek the LORD; but they shall not  
find him; he hath withdrawn himself from them.”

In this verse, the imagery of going with flocks and herds signifies the people’s attempts to approach 
God through traditional means of worship and sacrifice. However, the stark reality is that despite their 
outward actions, they will not find God because He has withdrawn from them. This withdrawal 
indicates a serious spiritual condition where God no longer responds to their rituals due to their 
persistent sinfulness and lack of genuine repentance. The phrase “withdrawn himself” underscores 
God’s active decision to distance Himself from a people who have turned away from Him.

Hosea 5:7 “They have dealt treacherously against the LORD: for they have begotten strange 
children: now shall a month devour them with their portions.”

This verse highlights the betrayal of Israel against God, characterized by idolatry and unfaithfulness. 
The term “strange children” likely refers to offspring born out of unfaithfulness—both literal children 
and metaphorical offspring in terms of sinful practices that are foreign to God’s covenant. The phrase 
“a month devour them” suggests impending judgment or calamity that will consume them quickly, 
indicating that their sins will lead to swift consequences. This serves as a warning about the 
repercussions of turning away from God.

Hosea 5:8 “Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, and the trumpet in Ramah: cry aloud at Beth-aven, after 
thee, O Benjamin.”

Here, Hosea calls for alarm and urgency among the tribes of Israel. The “cornet” and “trumpet” are 
instruments used for signaling important events or warnings. Gibeah and Ramah were significant 
locations in Israel’s history, associated with both military action and prophetic messages. The command 
to “cry aloud at Beth-aven” emphasizes the need for public acknowledgment of sin and impending 
judgment. The mention of Benjamin may indicate that this tribe is particularly called out due to its 
proximity or involvement in national sins.



Hosea 5:9 “Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke: among the tribes of Israel have I made 
known that which shall surely be.”

In this verse, Ephraim represents the northern kingdom of Israel, which is warned about its coming 
desolation as a result of divine rebuke. The phrase “day of rebuke” signifies a time when God’s 
judgment will be evident. The certainty expressed in “have I made known that which shall surely be” 
reinforces God’s sovereignty over history; He declares what will happen based on His justice against 
sin.

Hosea 5:10 “The princes of Judah were like them that remove the bound; therefore I will pour out 
my wrath upon them like water.”

This verse critiques the leaders (princes) of Judah for their corruption and moral failure likened to those 
who remove property boundaries unlawfully—an act representing greed and injustice. Their actions 
provoke God’s wrath, which is described as being poured out “like water,” suggesting an 
overwhelming flood of judgment due to their transgressions. This imagery conveys both intensity and 
inevitability regarding divine punishment.

Conclusion

The passage from Hosea 5:6-10 serves as a poignant reminder of Israel’s spiritual state during Hosea’s 
ministry—a nation caught in idolatry, betrayal against God, and facing imminent judgment due to its 
leaders’ failures. Each verse builds upon themes of accountability, divine withdrawal, urgent calls for 
repentance, and inevitable consequences stemming from rebellion against God.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 5:11-15 (KJV)

Introduction to the Passage

Hosea 5:11-15 presents a poignant message of judgment directed at the northern kingdom of Israel, 
particularly focusing on Ephraim. The verses encapsulate themes of divine retribution, the 
consequences of idolatry, and the call for repentance. This commentary will explore each verse in 
detail, providing insights into the historical context, theological implications, and literary structure.

Verse 11: “Ephraim is oppressed and broken in judgment, because he willingly walked after the 
commandment.”

This verse introduces Ephraim’s dire state as a result of its choices. The term “oppressed” indicates a 
heavy burden placed upon Israel due to its sins. The phrase “broken in judgment” suggests that 
Ephraim has been defeated in its legal standing before God; it cannot justify itself due to its 
transgressions. The reference to walking “after the commandment” implies that Ephraim has chosen to 
follow human decrees—likely those instituted by Jeroboam—rather than adhering to God’s laws. This 
reflects a broader theme in Hosea where human authority is often placed above divine authority, 
leading to spiritual decay.

Verse 12: “Therefore will I be unto Ephraim as a moth, and to the house of Judah as rottenness.”



In this verse, God uses metaphors of destruction to illustrate His judgment. The imagery of a moth 
signifies gradual but inevitable decay; just as a moth slowly consumes fabric without immediate 
detection, so too will God’s judgment slowly erode Israel’s strength and vitality. The comparison with 
“rottenness” emphasizes that this decay is not only physical but also moral and spiritual. Judah is 
included here as well, indicating that both kingdoms are subject to God’s wrath due to their collective 
sinfulness.

Verse 13: “When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah saw his wound, then went Ephraim to the 
Assyrian, and sent to king Jareb: yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your wound.”

This verse highlights Israel’s misguided response to its affliction. Instead of turning back to God for 
healing and restoration, Ephraim seeks help from Assyria—a foreign power known for its brutality 
rather than compassion. The mention of “king Jareb” likely refers to an Assyrian king or title 
representing military might. However, despite seeking assistance from this powerful ally, they find no 
true healing or remedy for their condition. This underscores a critical theme in Hosea: reliance on 
worldly powers instead of divine intervention leads only to further despair.

Verse 14: “For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the house of Judah: I, even 
I will tear and go away; I will take away, and none shall rescue him.”

Here God shifts metaphors again—from moths and rot to lions—to convey His fierce judgment against 
Israel’s unfaithfulness. A lion represents raw power and ferocity; thus God portrays Himself as an 
unstoppable force that will tear apart His people due to their rebellion. The phrase “none shall rescue 
him” emphasizes that there is no escape from divine judgment when one has turned away from God’s 
commandments. This serves as a stark warning about the futility of seeking salvation outside of God’s 
covenant.

Verse 15: “I will go and return to my place till they acknowledge their offense and seek my face: 
in their affliction they will seek me early.”

The final verse reveals God’s intention regarding His relationship with Israel. By stating He will return 
“to my place,” God indicates a withdrawal from active engagement with His people until they 
recognize their sinfulness (“acknowledge their offense”) and earnestly seek Him again (“seek my 
face”). This highlights God’s desire for repentance over mere punishment; He longs for His people’s 
return but requires them first to confront their wrongdoing sincerely. The phrase “in their affliction they 
will seek me early” suggests that often it takes hardship for people to turn back toward God—a 
recurring theme throughout Scripture.

Conclusion

Hosea 5:11-15 serves as both a warning and an invitation for repentance. It illustrates how Israel’s 
reliance on human institutions over divine guidance led them into deeper trouble while emphasizing 
God’s readiness to restore those who genuinely seek Him after recognizing their faults.

CHAPTER 6:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 6:1-5 (KJV)



Hosea 6:1 - “Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he 
hath smitten, and he will bind us up.”

This verse opens with a call to action, inviting the people of Israel to return to the Lord. The phrase 
“Come, and let us return” signifies a collective movement towards repentance. The acknowledgment 
that God has “torn” and “smitten” indicates an understanding of their current suffering as a 
consequence of divine discipline. However, there is also a profound hope expressed in the promise that 
God will heal and bind them up. This duality reflects God’s nature as both just and merciful. The use of 
“he will heal us” suggests restoration is possible after judgment, emphasizing God’s readiness to 
forgive those who genuinely seek Him.

Hosea 6:2 - “After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live 
in his sight.”

In this verse, the imagery of revival after two days and resurrection on the third day can be interpreted 
in several ways. It may refer to a short period of suffering followed by restoration. The mention of the 
third day is particularly significant within Christian theology as it foreshadows Christ’s resurrection. 
The phrase “we shall live in his sight” implies a restored relationship with God characterized by life-
giving communion rather than estrangement due to sin. This verse encapsulates hope for renewal and 
emphasizes that genuine repentance leads to spiritual revival.

Hosea 6:3 - “Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared 
as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 
earth.”

Here, there is an invitation to pursue knowledge of God actively. The phrase “if we follow on to know” 
indicates that knowing God requires effort and commitment. The comparison of God’s coming to rain 
illustrates His provision—just as rain nourishes crops essential for life, so too does God’s presence 
nourish spiritual vitality. The reference to “the latter and former rain” connects this passage with 
agricultural practices in Israel, where timely rains were crucial for harvests. This metaphor reinforces 
that God’s blessings are abundant when His people earnestly seek Him.

Hosea 6:4 - “O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto thee? for your 
goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away.”

In this lamentation directed at Ephraim (representing Israel) and Judah (representing Judah), God 
expresses frustration over their fleeting faithfulness. The rhetorical questions highlight divine 
perplexity regarding their lack of genuine commitment despite His continual calls for repentance. The 
simile comparing their goodness to a morning cloud or early dew illustrates its transitory nature—
beautiful but quickly dissipating—indicating that their promises are often insincere or short-lived.

Hosea 6:5 - “Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words of my 
mouth: and thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth.”

This verse reveals God’s method of communication through prophets who serve as instruments of His 
judgment. The phrase “hew them” suggests a cutting or shaping process intended for correction rather 
than destruction; it implies that prophetic messages are meant to bring about change rather than merely 



condemn. “I have slain them by the words of my mouth” indicates that God’s word carries authority—
it can bring life or death depending on how it is received. Finally, “thy judgments are as the light that 
goeth forth” suggests clarity; just as light illuminates darkness, so do God’s judgments reveal truth 
about human behavior.

In summary, these verses from Hosea encapsulate themes of repentance, divine discipline paired with 
mercy, active pursuit of knowledge about God, fleeting human faithfulness contrasted with steadfast 
divine love, and prophetic authority in communicating God’s will.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 6:6-11 (KJV)

Hosea 6:6 - “For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt 
offerings.”

In this verse, God expresses His preference for mercy and a genuine relationship over ritualistic 
sacrifices. The phrase “I desired mercy” highlights God’s desire for compassion and kindness among 
His people rather than mere compliance with religious duties. This sentiment is echoed throughout 
Scripture, emphasizing that true worship involves ethical behavior and love towards others. The latter 
part of the verse, “the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings,” indicates that God values an 
intimate understanding of Him—His character, will, and ways—over the performance of sacrificial 
rituals. This reflects a call to prioritize relational faithfulness over empty religious practices.

Hosea 6:7 - “But they like men have transgressed the covenant: there have they dealt 
treacherously against me.”

Here, the prophet Hosea contrasts God’s desires with Israel’s actions. The phrase “like men” suggests 
that Israel has acted in a way that is unfaithful to their covenant with God, akin to how humans often 
betray trust. The term “covenant” refers to the sacred agreement between God and Israel, which 
included commitments to loyalty and obedience. Their treachery is highlighted as a serious breach of 
this covenantal relationship, indicating a deep spiritual failure on their part.

Hosea 6:8 - “Gilead is a city of them that work iniquity, and is polluted with blood.”

This verse identifies Gilead as a place associated with sinfulness and violence. The mention of it being 
“polluted with blood” likely refers to both literal bloodshed (possibly from violence or idolatrous 
practices) and metaphorical bloodshed (the moral corruption present in society). Gilead was known for 
its balm (Jeremiah 8:22), symbolizing healing; however, here it represents moral decay instead. This 
stark contrast serves to illustrate how far Israel has strayed from God’s intended purpose for them.

Hosea 6:9 - “And as troops of robbers wait for a man, so the company of priests murder in the 
way by consent: for they commit lewdness.”

In this verse, Hosea uses vivid imagery to describe the corrupt actions of the priests in Israel. Just as 
robbers lie in wait to ambush their victims, so too do these priests conspire together in their 
wrongdoing. The phrase “murder in the way by consent” suggests collusion among them in committing 
acts that lead others astray spiritually and morally. Their involvement in “lewdness” indicates not only 



sexual immorality but also a broader sense of unfaithfulness to God’s commands. This condemnation 
underscores the failure of religious leaders to uphold righteousness.

Hosea 6:10 - “I have seen an horrible thing in the house of Israel: there is the whoredom of 
Ephraim, Israel is defiled.”

God reveals His distress over what He observes within Israel—their spiritual infidelity likened to 
whoredom. Ephraim represents one of the leading tribes of Israel and symbolizes their collective 
sinfulness. The term “defiled” indicates that they have become morally impure through their idolatry 
and unfaithfulness to God. This verse serves as a poignant indictment against Israel’s abandonment of 
true worship for false gods.

Hosea 6:11 - “Also, O Judah, he hath set an harvest for thee when I returned the captivity of my 
people.”

The final verse shifts focus slightly from Israel (Ephraim) to Judah while maintaining a theme of hope 
amidst judgment. The phrase “he hath set an harvest for thee” implies that despite past failures, there 
remains potential for restoration and blessing upon repentance. “When I returned the captivity” 
suggests a future time when God will restore His people from exile or oppression—a promise reflecting 
God’s faithfulness even when His people falter.

In summary, these verses collectively emphasize God’s desire for genuine relationship characterized by 
mercy and knowledge rather than mere ritual observance. They highlight Israel’s failures while also 
pointing towards hope for restoration through repentance.

CHAPTER 7:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 7:1-5 (KJV)

Hosea 7:1
“When I would have healed Israel, then the iniquity of Ephraim was discovered, and the 
wickedness of Samaria: for they commit falsehood; and the thief cometh in, and the troop of 
robbers spoileth without.”

In this verse, God expresses His desire to heal Israel, indicating that He is willing to restore them from 
their sinful state. However, this healing is contingent upon their acknowledgment of sin. The phrase 
“the iniquity of Ephraim was discovered” suggests that their sins were not hidden from God; rather, 
they were exposed at a time when God sought to bring about healing. The reference to “falsehood” 
highlights the deceitful nature of Israel’s actions. The imagery of thieves and robbers illustrates the 
moral decay within society—indicating that violence and theft were rampant.

Hosea 7:2
“And they consider not in their hearts that I remember all their wickedness: now their own 
doings have beset them about; they are before my face.”

Here, God points out the willful ignorance of Israel regarding their sins. They fail to realize that God 
sees all their actions and remembers them. The phrase “their own doings have beset them about” 



indicates that their sinful behavior has surrounded them like a trap, leading to inevitable consequences. 
This verse emphasizes God’s omniscience—He is aware of every act of wickedness committed by His 
people.

Hosea 7:3
“They make the king glad with their wickedness, and the princes with their lies.”

This verse reveals how corruption permeates leadership in Israel. The leaders are pleased by the 
wickedness around them, suggesting a complicity between rulers and those who commit evil acts. The 
mention of “lies” indicates a lack of truthfulness among both leaders and people, further contributing to 
societal decay. This reflects a broader theme in Hosea regarding the moral failure of leadership.

Hosea 7:4
“They are all adulterers, as an oven heated by the baker, which ceaseth from raising after he hath 
kneaded the dough until it be leavened.”

In this metaphorical language, God compares Israel’s infidelity to an oven that is heated but left 
unattended. The term “adulterers” signifies not only physical unfaithfulness but also spiritual 
unfaithfulness—turning away from God to pursue idols. The image of an oven suggests intense passion 
and desire for idolatry that is ready to consume everything in its path once ignited.

Hosea 7:5
“In the day of our king the princes have made him sick with wine; he stretched out his hand with 
scorners.”

This verse depicts a scene where drunkenness among leaders leads to moral weakness and poor 
judgment. The phrase “made him sick with wine” implies that excessive indulgence has corrupted both 
character and governance. Additionally, “he stretched out his hand with scorners” suggests collusion 
with mockers or those who ridicule righteousness—a further indication of Israel’s spiritual decline.

In summary, these verses collectively illustrate a picture of a nation steeped in sin while being 
oblivious to its dire condition. God’s desire for healing is met with resistance due to prideful ignorance 
and pervasive corruption among both leaders and people.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 7:6-10 (KJV)

Hosea 7:6
“For they have made ready their heart like an oven, whiles they lie in wait: their baker sleepeth 
all the night; in the morning it burneth as a flaming fire.”
In this verse, the imagery of a heart prepared like an oven illustrates the intense and passionate desire 
of Israel for idolatry. The comparison to a baker who sleeps while the oven is heating suggests that 
there is a lack of vigilance among the leaders and people of Israel regarding their spiritual state. The 
“flaming fire” signifies both the fervor of their sinful desires and the destructive consequences that 
follow. This metaphor emphasizes how unchecked passions can lead to ruin, indicating that Israel’s 
leaders are complacent, allowing sin to simmer and grow without intervention.



Hosea 7:7
“They are all hot as an oven, and have devoured their judges; all their kings are fallen: there is 
none among them that calleth unto me.”
Here, the text continues with the theme of heat and passion, stating that Israel is “hot as an oven.” This 
indicates not only a burning desire for idols but also a readiness to consume those who oppose them, 
including their judges. The phrase “devoured their judges” implies violence against authority figures 
who might call them back to righteousness. The mention of fallen kings highlights political instability 
resulting from moral decay. The concluding statement underscores a critical point: despite their dire 
situation, no one turns back to God for help or repentance.

Hosea 7:8
“Ephraim, he hath mixed himself among the people; Ephraim is a cake not turned.”
This verse uses culinary imagery again to describe Ephraim’s spiritual condition. A “cake not turned” 
refers to something half-baked—burned on one side while remaining raw on the other. This symbolizes 
Ephraim’s inability to commit fully either to God or to pagan practices; they are trying to blend in with 
surrounding nations instead of standing firm in their covenant with God. This mixing leads to spiritual 
ineffectiveness and vulnerability, illustrating how syncretism can weaken faith.

Hosea 7:9
“Strangers have devoured his strength, and he knoweth it not: yea, gray hairs are here and there 
upon him, yet he knoweth not.”
In this verse, “strangers” likely refers to foreign nations or influences that have infiltrated Israel and 
weakened it spiritually and morally. The phrase “he knoweth it not” indicates a profound self-
deception; Israel is unaware of its own decline despite visible signs of aging (“gray hairs”). This serves 
as a metaphor for deterioration due to sin—while they may appear strong outwardly, inwardly they are 
crumbling.

Hosea 7:10
“And the pride of Israel testifieth to his face: but they do not return to the LORD their God, nor 
seek him for all this.”
The final verse encapsulates Israel’s tragic state by highlighting pride as a barrier between them and 
God. Their arrogance prevents them from recognizing their need for repentance or seeking divine help. 
Despite clear evidence of judgment (their declining condition), they remain obstinate. This refusal 
reflects a deeper spiritual blindness where pride blinds them from acknowledging their sins before God.

In summary, these verses collectively paint a picture of Israel’s moral decay characterized by 
unchecked desires for idolatry, political instability due to violence against leadership, spiritual 
syncretism leading to ineffectiveness, self-deception about their weakened state due to foreign 
influences, and ultimately pride that keeps them from returning to God.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 7:11-16 (KJV)

Hosea 7:11
“Ephraim is like a silly dove without heart: they call to Egypt, they go to Assyria.”
In this verse, Ephraim, representing the northern kingdom of Israel, is compared to a “silly dove” that 
lacks understanding and discernment. The imagery of the dove suggests vulnerability and naivety, as 



doves are easily frightened and often fall into traps. The phrase “without heart” indicates a lack of 
wisdom or insight; Ephraim is depicted as foolishly seeking alliances with Egypt and Assyria for 
protection rather than relying on God. This reflects Israel’s political instability and their tendency to 
turn to foreign powers instead of trusting in divine providence.

Hosea 7:12
“When they shall go, I will spread my net upon them; I will bring them down as the fowls of the 
heaven; I will chastise them, as their congregation hath heard.”
God declares that when Ephraim pursues these alliances, He will ensnare them like birds caught in a 
net. This metaphor emphasizes God’s sovereignty over Israel’s fate; despite their attempts to escape 
danger through human means, they will ultimately face divine judgment. The reference to “their 
congregation” suggests that the people have been warned about the consequences of their actions 
through prophetic messages but have failed to heed these warnings.

Hosea 7:13
“Woe unto them! for they have fled from me: destruction unto them! because they have 
transgressed against me: though I have redeemed them, yet they have spoken lies against me.”
This verse expresses God’s lament over Israel’s rebellion. The term “woe” signifies impending doom 
due to their abandonment of God. Despite having been redeemed—likely referring to God’s past 
deliverance from Egypt—Israel has turned away and lied about their relationship with Him. Their 
unfaithfulness is highlighted by their refusal to acknowledge His grace and mercy.

Hosea 7:14
“And they have not cried unto me with their heart, when they howled upon their beds: they 
assemble themselves for corn and wine, and they rebel against me.”
Here, God points out that although Israel may outwardly express distress (“howled upon their beds”), it 
lacks sincerity. Their cries are not genuine appeals for help but rather desperate pleas driven by 
immediate needs (like food and drink). The mention of assembling for “corn and wine” indicates that 
their focus is on physical sustenance rather than spiritual restoration or repentance.

Hosea 7:15
“I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms; but they knew not that I healed them.”
This verse reflects God’s nurturing role towards Israel. He metaphorically describes teaching Ephraim 
how to walk—indicating guidance and care—yet despite His efforts, the people remain oblivious to His 
healing power. This ignorance underscores a profound disconnect between God’s intentions and Israel’s 
recognition of His blessings.

Hosea 7:16
“They return, but not to the most High: they are like a deceitful bow: their princes shall fall by 
the sword for the rage of their tongue: this shall be their derision in the land of Egypt.”
In this concluding verse of the passage, God notes that while Israel may attempt to return or repent, it is 
not directed towards Him (“the most High”). Instead, their efforts are insincere or misguided. The 
comparison to a “deceitful bow” suggests failure in achieving true aims—just as an unreliable bow 
cannot hit its target accurately. Furthermore, God warns that Israel’s leaders (“princes”) will face dire 



consequences due to their deceitful speech (“rage of their tongue”), leading to mockery or scorn in 
Egypt—a place where they sought refuge but would ultimately find shame.

Overall, this passage illustrates themes of betrayal, divine judgment, and the futility of seeking security 
apart from God. It serves as both a warning and an indictment against Israel’s reliance on foreign 
nations instead of returning wholeheartedly to Yahweh.

CHAPTER 8:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 8:1-5 (KJV)

Hosea 8:1
“Set the trumpet to thy mouth. He shall come as an eagle against the house of the LORD, because 
they have transgressed my covenant, and rebelled against my law.”

In this opening verse, the prophet Hosea is commanded to sound a trumpet, which serves as a call to 
attention and a warning of impending judgment. The imagery of an eagle signifies swiftness and 
ferocity; it suggests that judgment will come quickly and decisively. The phrase “the house of the 
LORD” refers to Israel’s religious center, indicating that their rebellion is not just against societal 
norms but directly against God Himself. The mention of transgressing His covenant highlights Israel’s 
unfaithfulness in their relationship with God, akin to breaking a marriage vow. This sets the stage for 
understanding the gravity of their sins.

Hosea 8:2
“Israel shall cry unto me, My God, we know thee.”

Here, Hosea anticipates Israel’s response when faced with judgment. Their cry reflects a superficial 
acknowledgment of God rather than genuine repentance. The phrase “My God, we know thee” 
indicates a false sense of security; they believe that mere recognition of God is sufficient despite their 
actions contradicting that claim. This verse underscores a common theme in Scripture where people 
may profess knowledge of God while living in disobedience.

Hosea 8:3
“Israel hath cast off the thing that is good: the enemy shall pursue him.”

This verse emphasizes Israel’s rejection of goodness itself—interpreted as rejecting God and His 
commandments. By casting off what is good, they have opened themselves up to judgment. The 
declaration that “the enemy shall pursue him” foreshadows the Assyrian invasion as a direct 
consequence of their actions. It illustrates how abandoning divine principles leads to vulnerability 
against external threats.

Hosea 8:4
“They have set up kings, but not by me: they have made princes, and I knew it not: of their silver 
and their gold have they made them idols, that they may be cut off.”

In this verse, Hosea critiques Israel’s political decisions—specifically their choice of rulers without 
seeking God’s guidance. This lack of divine endorsement signifies a departure from reliance on God’s 



sovereignty. Furthermore, the reference to making idols from silver and gold reveals Israel’s idolatry; 
instead of trusting in God for leadership and provision, they turn to materialism and false gods for 
security. The phrase “that they may be cut off” indicates that such practices will lead to destruction.

Hosea 8:5
“Thy calf, O Samaria, hath cast off; mine anger is kindled against them: how long will it be ere 
they attain to innocency?”

The “calf” here refers specifically to the golden calves set up by Jeroboam as objects of worship in 
Bethel and Dan (1 Kings 12). These idols symbolize Israel’s persistent idolatry despite God’s clear 
commands against such practices. The anger kindled against them reflects God’s righteous indignation 
towards their unfaithfulness. The rhetorical question at the end—“how long will it be ere they attain to 
innocency?”—implies skepticism about Israel’s ability or willingness to repent genuinely and return to 
righteousness.

In summary, these verses collectively illustrate Israel’s rebellion against God through idolatry and 
disobedience while highlighting God’s impending judgment due to their actions.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 8:6-10 (KJV)

Hosea 8:6
“For from Israel was it also: the workman made it; therefore it is not God: but the calf of 
Samaria shall be broken to pieces.”

In this verse, Hosea emphasizes the futility of idol worship. The phrase “the workman made it” 
highlights that the idols are mere creations of human hands and thus cannot possess divine attributes or 
power. The reference to “the calf of Samaria” points specifically to the golden calves that were set up in 
Israel as objects of worship, which God rejects outright. The prophetic declaration that these idols 
“shall be broken to pieces” signifies God’s impending judgment against idolatry, illustrating that what 
is man-made will ultimately fail and face destruction.

Hosea 8:7
“For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind: it hath no stalk: the bud shall 
yield no meal: if so be it yield, the strangers shall swallow it up.”

This verse uses agricultural imagery to convey a profound truth about consequences. “Sown the wind” 
suggests that Israel’s actions—specifically their idolatry and rebellion—are insubstantial and without 
real value. The phrase “reap the whirlwind” indicates that they will face severe repercussions for their 
actions, far exceeding what they initially sowed. The latter part of the verse speaks to their spiritual 
barrenness; even if there were some growth (“the bud”), it would not produce anything beneficial 
(“yield no meal”) because foreign nations (“strangers”) would consume whatever little they might have 
had. This illustrates both a loss of sovereignty and a lack of true sustenance in their lives due to their 
disobedience.



Hosea 8:8
“Israel is swallowed up: now shall they be among the Gentiles as a vessel wherein is no pleasure.”

Here, Hosea declares that Israel has been completely consumed by its sins and idolatry, leading to its 
exile among foreign nations (“the Gentiles”). The metaphor of being “as a vessel wherein is no 
pleasure” conveys a sense of worthlessness and abandonment. Just as an unwanted vessel has no use or 
value, so too has Israel become insignificant in its current state due to its rejection of God’s covenant. 
This serves as a stark reminder of how sin can lead to national disgrace and loss of identity.

Hosea 8:9
“For they are gone up to Assyria, a wild ass alone by himself: Ephraim hath hired lovers.”

In this verse, Hosea describes Israel’s reliance on foreign alliances for security rather than trusting in 
God. The imagery of “a wild ass alone” suggests isolation and lack of control—characteristics 
associated with wild animals that roam freely without direction or purpose. By stating that “Ephraim 
hath hired lovers,” Hosea indicates that Israel sought alliances with other nations (symbolized as 
lovers) instead of remaining faithful to God. This pursuit reflects spiritual unfaithfulness and highlights 
their misguided attempts at self-preservation through human means rather than divine assistance.

Hosea 8:10
“Yea, though they have hired among the nations, now will I gather them, and they shall sorrow a 
little for the burden of the king of princes.”

Despite Israel’s unfaithfulness and reliance on foreign powers, God promises eventual restoration 
(“now will I gather them”). However, this gathering comes with an acknowledgment of sorrow due to 
their choices (“they shall sorrow a little”). The phrase “the burden of the king of princes” likely refers 
to both political oppression from foreign rulers and spiritual burdens resulting from their own sins. This 
duality illustrates God’s justice—while He will restore His people, there remains an inevitable 
consequence for their past actions.

In summary, these verses collectively illustrate themes such as idolatry’s futility, consequences for 
sinning against God, reliance on foreign powers instead of divine help, and God’s promise for eventual 
restoration despite judgment.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 8:11-14 (KJV)

Introduction to the Passage

Hosea 8:11-14 presents a critical indictment of Israel, particularly focusing on the northern kingdom 
represented by Ephraim. This passage highlights the consequences of Israel’s idolatry and their failure 
to adhere to God’s covenant laws. The verses illustrate how their worship practices have become 
corrupted and ineffective, leading to divine judgment.

Verse 11: “Because Ephraim hath made many altars to sin, altars shall be unto him to sin.”

In this verse, God addresses Ephraim, symbolizing the northern kingdom of Israel. The phrase “made 
many altars to sin” indicates that the Israelites constructed numerous places for worship; however, 
these altars were not dedicated to Yahweh but rather served as sites for sinful practices, including idol 
worship. The repetition of “altars” emphasizes their proliferation and misuse. The term “to sin” 



suggests that these altars have become instruments of transgression rather than avenues for genuine 
worship or atonement.

The implication here is profound: instead of serving as places for repentance and sacrifice, these altars 
have led the people further into sin. This reflects a broader theme in Hosea where outward religious 
practices are condemned when they lack true devotion and obedience to God.

Verse 12: “I have written to him the great things of my law, but they were counted as a strange 
thing.”

God expresses His disappointment with Israel’s disregard for His laws. The phrase “I have written to 
him the great things of my law” refers to the commandments and teachings given through Moses at 
Sinai. These laws were intended for Israel’s guidance and benefit, promoting justice, mercy, and 
community well-being.

However, despite receiving such valuable instructions, the Israelites regarded them as “a strange thing.” 
This indicates a complete disconnect between God’s intentions and Israel’s understanding or 
acceptance of those intentions. Their neglect signifies not only disobedience but also a cultural shift 
away from valuing divine wisdom towards embracing pagan practices that contradict God’s commands.

Verse 13: “They sacrifice flesh for the sacrifices of mine offerings, and eat it; but the LORD 
accepteth them not; now will he remember their iniquity, and visit their sins; they shall return to 
Egypt.”

This verse highlights the futility of Israel’s sacrificial system. While they continue to offer sacrifices—
specifically meat offerings—their actions are hollow because they do not align with true repentance or 
adherence to God’s covenant. The phrase “the LORD accepteth them not” underscores that God is 
uninterested in rituals performed without sincerity or moral integrity.

The latter part of this verse introduces a dire warning: God will remember their iniquity and visit their 
sins upon them. The reference to returning “to Egypt” serves as a metaphorical reminder of slavery and 
oppression—a consequence of turning away from God’s ways. It evokes memories of Israel’s past 
bondage in Egypt, suggesting that their current idolatry could lead them back into similar captivity 
under foreign powers.

Verse 14: “For Israel hath forgotten his Maker, and buildeth temples; and Judah hath multiplied 
fenced cities: but I will send a fire upon his cities, and it shall devour the palaces thereof.”

In this concluding verse of the passage, God accuses Israel of forgetting Him—their Creator—while 
simultaneously engaging in idolatrous practices by building temples dedicated to false gods. This act 
signifies a betrayal of their covenant relationship with Yahweh.

The mention of Judah multiplying fenced cities contrasts with Israel’s spiritual decline; while Judah 
may be fortifying itself physically against enemies, both kingdoms are ultimately vulnerable due to 
their abandonment of God’s protection through disobedience.

The declaration that God will send fire upon cities symbolizes impending judgment—destruction that 
will consume both urban centers and royal palaces alike. This imagery conveys total devastation 
resulting from divine wrath against unfaithfulness.



Conclusion

Hosea 8:11-14 serves as a poignant reminder about the dangers of superficial worship devoid of 
genuine faithfulness. It illustrates how religious practices can become corrupted when disconnected 
from obedience to God’s commands. The passage warns against idolatry and emphasizes that true 
worship must stem from an authentic relationship with God characterized by adherence to His laws.

CHAPTER 9:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 9:1-5 (KJV)

Hosea 9:1 - “Rejoice not, O Israel, for joy, as other people: for thou hast gone a whoring from thy 
God; thou hast loved a reward upon every cornfloor.”

In this opening verse, the prophet Hosea addresses Israel directly, commanding them not to rejoice like 
other nations. The phrase “Rejoice not” serves as a stark warning against superficial happiness that 
ignores their spiritual condition. The reason for this admonition is clear: Israel has committed spiritual 
adultery by turning away from God and engaging in idolatry. The term “gone a whoring” emphasizes 
the severity of their unfaithfulness to God, likening their actions to infidelity in marriage. Furthermore, 
the mention of loving “a reward upon every cornfloor” suggests that they have prioritized material gain 
and idol worship over their covenant relationship with God. This reflects a deep-seated corruption 
where the people derive pleasure from offerings made to idols rather than honoring God.

Hosea 9:2 - “The floor and the winepress shall not feed them, and the new wine shall fail in her.”

This verse presents a prophetic declaration of judgment against Israel’s agricultural prosperity. The 
“floor” and “winepress,” symbols of abundance and sustenance, will no longer provide for them due to 
God’s impending judgment. The phrase “shall not feed them” indicates that their reliance on these 
earthly provisions will be futile because of their disobedience. The failure of “new wine” signifies both 
a literal loss of agricultural yield and a metaphorical loss of joy and celebration associated with harvest 
time. This serves as a reminder that when one turns away from God, even the blessings they once 
enjoyed can become sources of sorrow.

Hosea 9:3 - “They shall not dwell in the LORD’s land; but Ephraim shall return to Egypt, and 
shall eat unclean things in Assyria.”

Here, Hosea prophesies exile as a consequence of Israel’s sins. The statement “They shall not dwell in 
the LORD’s land” indicates that due to their unfaithfulness, they will be removed from the Promised 
Land—a place symbolizing God’s presence and blessing. The reference to Ephraim returning to Egypt 
evokes memories of slavery and oppression, highlighting the severity of their punishment. Additionally, 
eating “unclean things in Assyria” underscores their complete separation from God’s holiness; they will 
find themselves in foreign lands consuming food that violates Jewish dietary laws, further illustrating 
their degradation.

Hosea 9:4 - “They shall not offer wine offerings to the LORD, neither shall their sacrifices be 
pleasing unto him: it shall be unto them as the bread of mourners; all that eat thereof shall be 
defiled: for their bread shall be for their own life.”



In this verse, Hosea emphasizes that Israel’s religious practices will become meaningless due to their 
sinful state. Their inability to offer wine offerings or sacrifices signifies a severed relationship with God
—He will not accept what is offered by those who are unrepentant. The comparison of these offerings 
to “the bread of mourners” suggests that instead of being joyful acts of worship, they will carry 
connotations of grief and defilement. This imagery reinforces the idea that without true repentance and 
faithfulness to God, even religious rituals become hollow.

Hosea 9:5 - “What will ye do in the solemn day, and in the day of the feast of the LORD?”

The final verse poses rhetorical questions meant to provoke thought among the Israelites regarding 
their future actions during significant religious observances (“the solemn day” and “the feast”). Hosea 
implies that when judgment comes upon them—when they are exiled or punished—they will have no 
means or ability to celebrate these feasts properly because they have forsaken God’s commandments. 
This serves as both a warning and an invitation for introspection about what true worship entails amidst 
impending disaster.

In summary, these verses collectively illustrate God’s displeasure with Israel’s idolatry and 
unfaithfulness while foretelling severe consequences including loss of agricultural bounty, exile from 
His presence, rejection of sacrifices, and ultimately leading them into mourning rather than joy during 
what should be celebratory occasions.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 9:6-10 (KJV)

Hosea 9:6
“For, lo, they are gone because of destruction: Egypt shall gather them up; Memphis shall bury 
them: the pleasant places for their silver, nettles shall possess them: thorns shall be in their 
tents.”

In this verse, the prophet Hosea warns of imminent destruction for Israel due to their unfaithfulness and 
sin. The phrase “they are gone because of destruction” indicates that the people will face exile and 
devastation as a consequence of their actions. The reference to Egypt gathering them up suggests a 
return to bondage, reminiscent of Israel’s past slavery in Egypt. Memphis, an ancient city in Egypt 
known for its burial practices, symbolizes death and loss. The mention of “pleasant places for their 
silver” indicates that what was once valuable and desirable will now be overrun by “nettles” and 
“thorns,” representing desolation and ruin. This imagery emphasizes the stark contrast between Israel’s 
former prosperity and their impending judgment.

Hosea 9:7
“The days of visitation are come, the days of recompense are come; Israel shall know it: the 
prophet is a fool, the spiritual man is mad, for the multitude of thine iniquity, and the great 
hatred.”

Here, Hosea speaks about the “days of visitation,” which refers to a time when God will intervene in 
judgment against Israel. The repetition of “are come” underscores the certainty and immediacy of this 
divine reckoning. The phrase “Israel shall know it” implies that despite their denial or ignorance, they 



will eventually recognize God’s judgment upon them. The latter part of the verse reflects how the 
people perceive Hosea’s prophetic warnings; they dismiss him as a fool or madman due to their 
overwhelming sinfulness (“the multitude of thine iniquity”) and hostility towards God (“great hatred”). 
This highlights a tragic irony where those who should be heeding God’s message instead ridicule His 
messenger.

Hosea 9:8
“The watchman of Ephraim was with my God: but the prophet is a fowler’s snare in all his ways, 
and hatred in the house of his God.”

In this verse, Hosea contrasts true prophets with false ones. The “watchman of Ephraim” represents 
those who were supposed to guide Israel spiritually but have failed in their duty. Being “with my God” 
suggests that there was once a connection between these leaders and divine guidance. However, instead 
of being faithful guides, they have become traps (“fowler’s snare”) leading people into sin rather than 
righteousness. This metaphor illustrates how false prophets ensnare individuals with deceptive 
teachings that lead away from God. The mention of “hatred in the house of his God” indicates deep-
seated animosity towards true worship within Israel itself.

Hosea 9:9
“They have deeply corrupted themselves, as in the days of Gibeah: therefore he will remember 
their iniquity; he will visit their sins.”

This verse draws a parallel between Israel’s current state and historical events from Gibeah (Judges 19-
21), where grave sins led to national calamity. By stating that they have “deeply corrupted themselves,” 
Hosea emphasizes not just superficial wrongdoing but profound moral decay within society. God’s 
promise to remember their iniquity signifies that He is aware of all actions taken against His 
commandments; thus, punishment is inevitable (“he will visit their sins”). This serves as both a 
warning and an assurance that justice will ultimately prevail.

Hosea 9:10
“I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the firstripe in the fig tree at 
her first time: but they went to Baal-peor, and separated themselves unto that shame; and their 
abominations were according as they loved.”

In this poignant verse, God recalls His initial delight upon discovering Israel likened to grapes—
symbols of sweetness and abundance—in an unexpected place (the wilderness). This imagery evokes 
feelings of joy at finding something precious amidst desolation. However, this joy turns to sorrow as 
He recounts how Israel’s ancestors turned away from Him to worship Baal-peor—a Canaanite deity 
associated with sexual immorality—thereby bringing shame upon themselves. Their choice to pursue 
idolatry reflects a deeper spiritual corruption where love for false gods leads them into abominable 
practices contrary to God’s design.

In summary, these verses collectively illustrate themes such as impending judgment due to 
unfaithfulness (verses 6-7), failure among spiritual leaders (verse 8), historical parallels highlighting 
moral decay (verse 9), and God’s initial delight contrasted with subsequent betrayal (verse 10). They 



serve as both a warning for contemporary readers about faithfulness to God and an acknowledgment 
that divine justice ultimately prevails.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 9:11-17 (KJV)

Hosea 9:11
“As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like a bird; there shall be no birth, and none with child, 
and no conception.”
In this verse, the prophet Hosea uses the metaphor of a bird to illustrate the fleeting nature of Ephraim’s 
glory. The term “Ephraim” often represents the northern kingdom of Israel. The imagery suggests that 
just as a bird can suddenly take flight and disappear from sight, so too will the prosperity and honor of 
Ephraim vanish. The mention of “no birth,” “none with child,” and “no conception” indicates a severe 
judgment where fertility is cursed. This reflects God’s punishment for Israel’s unfaithfulness, 
particularly their idolatry and reliance on Baal worship, which they believed would ensure agricultural 
fertility.

Hosea 9:12
“Though they bring up their children, yet will I bereave them, that there shall not be a man left; yea,  
woe also to them when I depart from them!”
Here, God warns that even if the Israelites attempt to raise children, He will cause them to suffer loss. 
The phrase “bereave them” signifies that God will take away their offspring as part of His judgment. 
The lamentation “woe also to them when I depart from them!” emphasizes the dire consequences of 
God’s absence. This reflects the theological understanding that God’s presence is essential for blessing 
and prosperity; without Him, all efforts are in vain.

Hosea 9:13
“Ephraim, as I saw Tyrus, is planted in a pleasant place: but Ephraim shall bring forth his children 
to the murderer.”
In this verse, Hosea compares Ephraim to Tyre (Tyrus), a city known for its wealth and strategic 
location. However, despite being in a favorable position (“planted in a pleasant place”), Ephraim’s fate 
is grim—its children are destined for death (“to the murderer”). This serves as a stark warning about 
misplaced confidence in external circumstances or alliances rather than faithfulness to God.

Hosea 9:14
“Give them, O Lord: what wilt thou give? give them a miscarrying womb and dry breasts.”
This verse presents an ironic plea for blessings from God while simultaneously acknowledging that 
such requests may lead to curses instead. The request for “a miscarrying womb” and “dry breasts” 
symbolizes barrenness and inability to nurture life. It highlights the tragic irony of asking God for 
blessings while living in rebellion against Him.

Hosea 9:15
“All their wickedness is in Gilgal: for there I hated them: for the wickedness of their doings I will 
drive them out of mine house; I will love them no more: all their princes are revolters.”
Gilgal was significant in Israel’s history as a place where they camped after crossing into Canaan; 
however, it became associated with idolatry and sin. God’s declaration that He “hated” them due to 



their wickedness indicates His deep displeasure with their actions. The phrase “I will drive them out of 
mine house” suggests expulsion from His presence or favor—an ultimate form of judgment.

Hosea 9:16
“Ephraim is smitten; their root is dried up; they shall bear no fruit: yea, though they bring forth, yet  
will I slay even the beloved fruit of their womb.”
This verse continues the theme of destruction by stating that Ephraim’s root has dried up—indicating 
spiritual barrenness leading to physical consequences. Even if they manage to conceive (“bring forth”), 
God declares He will slay “the beloved fruit,” emphasizing that divine judgment extends even to what 
might be considered precious or valuable.

Hosea 9:17
“My God will cast them away because they did not hearken unto him: and they shall be wanderers 
among the nations.”
The final verse encapsulates God’s decision based on Israel’s refusal to listen (“did not hearken unto 
him”). Their rejection leads to being cast away—signifying abandonment—and becoming “wanderers 
among the nations.” This foreshadows exile and displacement as consequences of persistent 
disobedience.

In summary, these verses collectively convey themes of divine judgment against Israel due to 
unfaithfulness characterized by idolatry and moral corruption. They illustrate how turning away from 
God results in loss—not only spiritually but also materially through barrenness and eventual exile.

CHAPTER 10:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 10:1-5 (KJV)

Hosea 10:1 - “Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself: according to the 
multitude of his fruit he hath increased the altars; according to the goodness of his land they have 
made goodly images.”

In this opening verse, Israel is metaphorically described as an “empty vine.” This imagery suggests that 
while Israel may appear fruitful and prosperous, it ultimately lacks true substance and spiritual vitality. 
The phrase “he bringeth forth fruit unto himself” indicates that the blessings and abundance bestowed 
by God are being misused for selfish purposes rather than for honoring God. The reference to 
increasing altars in proportion to their fruit signifies that as Israel’s material wealth grew, so did their 
idolatry. Instead of using their prosperity to worship Yahweh, they turned to pagan practices, creating 
more altars and idols (“goodly images”) that reflected their unfaithfulness.

Hosea 10:2 - “Their heart is divided; now shall they be found faulty: he shall break down their 
altars, he shall spoil their images.”

This verse highlights the internal conflict within Israel—“their heart is divided.” This division implies a 
lack of commitment to God, as they attempt to serve both Him and other gods. The consequence of this 
divided loyalty is that they will be found guilty (“found faulty”). God’s judgment is pronounced here 



with a promise that He will dismantle their altars and destroy their idols. This act serves as both 
punishment for their unfaithfulness and a means of restoring them back to a singular devotion to Him.

Hosea 10:3 - “For now they shall say, We have no king, because we feared not the LORD; what 
then should a king do to us?”

In this verse, Israel acknowledges its political instability—“We have no king.” This admission reflects 
a deeper spiritual crisis; without reverence for God (“because we feared not the LORD”), they find 
themselves vulnerable and leaderless. The rhetorical question posed—“what then should a king do to 
us?”—reveals a sense of resignation or cynicism regarding leadership. It underscores the futility of 
relying on human authority when divine authority has been rejected.

Hosea 10:4 - “They have spoken words, swearing falsely in making a covenant: thus judgment 
springeth up as hemlock in the furrows of the field.”

Here, Hosea condemns Israel for its deceitful speech and broken covenants. The phrase “swearing 
falsely” indicates that they have made promises or agreements without sincerity or intention to uphold 
them. As a result of this dishonesty, judgment is inevitable—likened here to “hemlock,” a poisonous 
plant that symbolizes death and destruction. This vivid imagery conveys the idea that just as hemlock 
grows uncontrollably in fields, so too will judgment arise from Israel’s sinful actions.

Hosea 10:5 - “The inhabitants of Samaria shall fear because of the calves of Beth-aven: for the 
people thereof shall mourn over it, and the priests thereof that rejoiced on it, for the glory thereof 
is departed from it.”

This verse shifts focus to Samaria—the capital city of Israel—and its idolatrous practices centered 
around the golden calves at Beth-aven (another name for Bethel). The fear expressed by its inhabitants 
stems from an awareness that these idols cannot save them in times of trouble. The mourning 
mentioned indicates a recognition of loss—their false gods are failing them (“the glory thereof is 
departed from it”). Moreover, even those who once celebrated these idols (the priests) are now faced 
with despair as they realize that what they worshipped has brought them nothing but shame.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 10:6-10 (KJV)

Hosea 10:6
“And it shall be carried unto Assyria for a present to king Jareb; Ephraim shall receive shame, 
and Israel shall be ashamed of his own counsel.”

In this verse, the “it” refers to the idol, specifically the golden calf that Israel worshipped. The phrase 
“carried unto Assyria” indicates that this idol, which represented Israel’s reliance on false gods, would 
be taken away as a spoil of war. King Jareb is often interpreted as a symbolic name for an Assyrian 
king or possibly referring to Pul, who was a historical king of Assyria. The mention of Ephraim 
receiving shame signifies the disgrace that will come upon Israel due to their idolatry and misplaced 
trust in foreign alliances rather than in God. The latter part of the verse emphasizes that Israel will feel 
ashamed not only for their actions but also for their misguided plans and strategies that led them into 
this predicament.



Hosea 10:7
“As for Samaria, her king is cut off as the foam upon the water.”

This verse illustrates the fragility of Samaria’s leadership. The metaphor “cut off as the foam upon the 
water” suggests that just as foam is transient and quickly dissipates, so too will be the fate of Samaria’s 
king. This reflects God’s judgment against Israel’s leaders who have failed to lead the people 
righteously. The imagery conveys a sense of inevitable destruction and loss of power, reinforcing the 
idea that reliance on human authority without divine guidance leads to downfall.

Hosea 10:8
“The high places also of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be destroyed: the thorn and thistle shall 
come up on their altars; and they shall say to the mountains, Cover us; and to the hills, Fall on 
us.”

In this verse, “the high places” refer to sites of idol worship in Israel where sacrifices were made to 
pagan gods. Aven translates to “vanity,” indicating these practices are sinful and worthless before God. 
The prophecy states these places will be destroyed, symbolizing God’s judgment against idolatry. The 
imagery of “thorn and thistle” growing over these altars signifies desolation and abandonment 
following judgment. The plea for mountains and hills to cover them reflects a desire to escape from 
impending doom—a metaphorical expression indicating deep fear among those who have turned away 
from God.

Hosea 10:9
“O Israel, thou hast sinned from the days of Gibeah: there they stood; the battle in Gibeah 
against the children of iniquity did not overtake them.”

Here, God reminds Israel of its long-standing history of sin beginning with events at Gibeah 
(referenced in Judges 19). This historical context serves as a warning about persistent rebellion against 
God despite previous judgments. The phrase “the battle in Gibeah…did not overtake them” implies that 
even when faced with consequences for their sins, they remained unrepentant and continued down a 
path leading toward further destruction.

Hosea 10:10
“It is my desire that I should chastise them; and the people shall be gathered against them when I 
bind them for their two transgressions.”

In this concluding verse for this passage, God expresses His intention to discipline Israel due to their 
sins (“two transgressions”). This chastisement is not arbitrary but comes from God’s desire for 
repentance and restoration. The gathering of peoples against Israel signifies impending judgment where 
nations will unite against them because they have forsaken God’s covenant by engaging in idolatry and 
injustice.

The analysis reveals a consistent theme throughout these verses regarding God’s judgment on Israel 
due to their persistent idolatry and rejection of divine authority. Each verse builds upon this notion by 
illustrating both historical context and prophetic warnings about future consequences.



Verse Commentary on Hosea 10:11-15 (KJV)

Introduction to the Passage

Hosea, a prophet in the Northern Kingdom of Israel, delivers messages of judgment and hope amidst 
Israel’s unfaithfulness. Chapter 10 addresses the consequences of Israel’s idolatry and their failure to 
return to God. Verses 11-15 specifically highlight God’s impending judgment and the reasons behind it, 
using agricultural imagery and historical references to convey deep spiritual truths.

Verse 11: “And Ephraim is as a heifer that is taught, and loveth to tread out the corn; but I 
passed over upon her fair neck: I will make Ephraim to ride; Judah shall plow, and Jacob shall 
break his clods.”

In this verse, Ephraim symbolizes the Northern Kingdom of Israel. The metaphor of a “heifer” suggests 
that Israel has been nurtured and given freedom but has become complacent in its prosperity. The 
phrase “loveth to tread out the corn” indicates a time of abundance where Ephraim enjoys its blessings 
without recognizing its dependence on God. However, God’s statement “I passed over upon her fair 
neck” implies a transition from nurturing care to discipline. The imagery of making Ephraim “to ride” 
suggests that God will impose burdens or responsibilities upon them, while Judah (the Southern 
Kingdom) is depicted as engaging in agricultural labor—indicating a shift in roles due to Israel’s 
disobedience.

Verse 12: “Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it 
is time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.”

This verse serves as an exhortation for repentance. The call to “sow to yourselves in righteousness” 
emphasizes personal responsibility in cultivating a life aligned with God’s will. The phrase “reap in 
mercy” suggests that righteous actions lead not only to divine favor but also to forgiveness. The 
metaphor of breaking up fallow ground signifies preparing one’s heart for genuine repentance—a 
necessary step before seeking God earnestly (“for it is time to seek the Lord”). The promise that God 
will “rain righteousness” indicates that divine blessing follows sincere efforts toward restoration.

Verse 13: “Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye have eaten the fruit of lies: 
because thou didst trust in thy way, in the multitude of thy mighty men.”

Here, Hosea contrasts the previous exhortation with Israel’s actual behavior. Instead of sowing 
righteousness, they have engaged in wickedness and reaped its consequences—symbolized by “eaten 
the fruit of lies.” This reflects their reliance on deceitful practices rather than faithfulness to God. Their 
trust “in thy way” highlights their self-reliance and dependence on military strength (“the multitude of 
thy mighty men”) rather than on divine protection or guidance. This verse underscores the principle 
that actions have consequences; sowing evil leads inevitably to suffering.

Verse 14: “Therefore shall a tumult arise among thy people, and all thy fortresses shall be 
spoiled; as Shalman spoiled Beth-arbel in the day of battle: the mother was dashed in pieces upon 
her children.”

The impending judgment is vividly portrayed through imagery of chaos (“tumult”) among Israel’s 
people and destruction (“fortresses shall be spoiled”). The reference to Shalman likely alludes to an 



Assyrian king known for his brutality during conquests. By comparing Israel’s fate with Shalman’s 
attack on Beth-arbel—a city known for its devastation—the text evokes a sense of inevitable doom due 
to their unfaithfulness. The graphic image “the mother was dashed in pieces upon her children” 
illustrates not only physical destruction but also deep emotional trauma within families—symbolizing 
complete societal breakdown.

Verse 15: “So shall Bethel do unto you because of your great wickedness: in a morning shall the 
king of Israel utterly be cut off.”

Bethel represents one of Israel’s centers for idol worship established by Jeroboam I after Solomon’s 
reign. This verse concludes with a stark warning about Bethel’s role as an agent of judgment against 
Israel due to their persistent sinfulness (“great wickedness”). The phrase “in a morning shall the king of 
Israel utterly be cut off” suggests sudden destruction or loss—likely referring either metaphorically or 
literally to leadership being removed swiftly as part of God’s judgment against unfaithfulness.

Conclusion

Hosea 10:11-15 serves as both a warning and an invitation for repentance. It illustrates how reliance on 
human strength leads only to ruin while emphasizing God’s desire for His people’s return through 
genuine acts of righteousness. Through vivid agricultural metaphors and historical references, Hosea 
communicates profound truths about accountability before God and the dire consequences awaiting 
those who stray from His path.

CHAPTER 11:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 11:1-5 (KJV)

Hosea 11:1
“When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.”
This verse introduces the metaphor of Israel as a child, emphasizing God’s deep affection for His 
people. The phrase “I loved him” signifies a personal and tender relationship between God and Israel. 
The reference to calling His son out of Egypt recalls the Exodus narrative, where God delivered Israel 
from slavery in Egypt. This historical event is foundational to Israel’s identity and serves as a reminder 
of God’s saving power and commitment to His people.

Hosea 11:2
“As they called them, so they went from them: they sacrificed unto Baalim, and burned incense 
to graven images.”
Here, the text contrasts God’s call with Israel’s response. Despite God’s love and deliverance, Israel 
turned away from Him to worship Baal, the Canaanite deity. The phrase “as they called them” suggests 
that while God called His people to Himself, they responded by following other gods. This reflects a 
pattern of unfaithfulness and idolatry that characterized Israel’s history, highlighting their tendency to 
forsake the true God for false idols.



Hosea 11:3
“I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms; but they knew not that I healed them.”
In this verse, God describes His nurturing role in teaching Ephraim (representing the northern kingdom 
of Israel) how to walk. The imagery of “taking them by their arms” illustrates God’s patient guidance 
and support as a loving parent would provide for a child learning to walk. However, despite this care 
and healing (“I healed them”), Israel remained unaware of God’s continual blessings and interventions 
in their lives. This lack of recognition underscores their spiritual blindness.

Hosea 11:4
“I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love: and I was to them as they that take off the 
yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat unto them.”
God further elaborates on His gentle approach in drawing His people back to Himself. The “cords of a 
man” signify human compassion rather than coercion; it indicates that God’s methods are rooted in 
love rather than force. The imagery of removing the yoke suggests liberation from burdensome 
oppression—God desires freedom for His people rather than servitude under foreign powers or idols. 
Additionally, “I laid meat unto them” reflects God’s provision for their needs, reinforcing His role as a 
caring provider.

Hosea 11:5
“He shall not return into the land of Egypt, but the Assyrian shall be his king because they 
refused to repent.”
This verse shifts focus from past deliverance to future consequences due to disobedience. While God 
had previously brought Israel out of Egypt, now He declares that they will not return there; instead, 
they will face captivity under Assyria as punishment for their refusal to repent. This highlights the 
seriousness of their sin—despite God’s persistent love and calls for repentance, their stubbornness leads 
them toward judgment.

In summary, these verses encapsulate both God’s profound love for Israel and the tragic reality of their 
rebellion against Him. They illustrate a divine relationship marked by care and nurturing contrasted 
with human unfaithfulness and idolatry.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 11:6-12 (KJV)

Hosea 11:6
“And the sword shall abide on his cities, and shall consume his branches, and devour them, 
because of their own counsels.”
In this verse, God pronounces judgment upon Israel for their persistent disobedience and refusal to 
repent. The “sword” symbolizes impending violence and destruction that will come upon the cities of 
Israel. The phrase “consume his branches” indicates that not only will the cities suffer, but also the 
people and their livelihoods will be devastated. This destruction is attributed to “their own counsels,” 
suggesting that Israel’s own decisions and sinful choices have led to their downfall. Their reliance on 
human wisdom rather than divine guidance has resulted in dire consequences.



Hosea 11:7
“My people are bent to backsliding from me: though they called them to the most High, none at 
all would exalt him.”
Here, God expresses His sorrow over Israel’s inclination toward rebellion (“bent to backsliding”). 
Despite their outward calls to Him (“though they called them”), there is a stark reality that none truly 
honor or exalt Him. This highlights a disconnect between their verbal profession of faith and the reality 
of their actions. It underscores the theme of hypocrisy prevalent in Israel at this time—while they may 
invoke God’s name, their hearts are far from Him.

Hosea 11:8
“How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I make thee as 
Admah? how shall I set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled 
together.”
In this poignant verse, God grapples with His feelings towards Ephraim (representing the northern 
kingdom of Israel). The rhetorical questions reflect God’s deep emotional turmoil regarding His 
people’s fate. Admah and Zeboim were cities destroyed alongside Sodom and Gomorrah (Deuteronomy 
29:23), serving as examples of total destruction due to sin. God’s reluctance to abandon Israel reveals 
His profound love and compassion despite their unfaithfulness. The phrase “mine heart is turned within 
me” illustrates God’s internal conflict; He desires justice but also longs for mercy.

Hosea 11:9
“I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger; I will not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am 
God, and not man; the Holy One in the midst of thee: and I will not enter into the city.”
God reassures that He will temper His wrath against Ephraim. Unlike humans who may act out of 
anger without restraint, God’s nature is fundamentally different—He is holy and merciful. The 
declaration “I am God, and not man” emphasizes His sovereignty over judgment and mercy. By stating 
He will not enter into the city in anger, it signifies a withholding of immediate punishment while still 
allowing for consequences due to sin.

Hosea 11:10
“They shall walk after the LORD: he shall roar like a lion: when he shall roar, then the children 
shall tremble from the west.”
This verse presents a future hope where Israel will ultimately return to follow God (“walk after the 
LORD”). The imagery of God roaring like a lion suggests both power and authority; when He speaks 
decisively (“when he shall roar”), it evokes fear among those who oppose Him. The mention of 
trembling “from the west” indicates that even distant nations will recognize God’s might when He acts 
on behalf of His people.

Hosea 11:11
“They shall tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as a dove out of the land of Assyria: and I will 
place them in their houses, saith the LORD.”
The metaphorical use of birds signifies vulnerability yet also represents deliverance. Just as birds flee 
danger by taking flight towards safety (Egypt or Assyria), so too will Israel seek refuge in God’s 
protection. This verse conveys hope for restoration; God promises to bring them back into safety 
(“place them in their houses”), indicating a return from exile or oppression.



Hosea 11:12
“Ephraim compasseth me about with lies, and the house of Israel with deceit: but Judah yet 
ruleth with God, and is faithful with the saints.”
In this concluding verse for chapter eleven, God contrasts Ephraim’s deceitful behavior with Judah’s 
faithfulness. “Compasseth me about with lies” reflects how pervasive dishonesty has become among 
Israelites—despite their claims to worship Him genuinely. However, Judah is noted for its loyalty (“yet 
ruleth with God”), suggesting that amidst widespread unfaithfulness in Israel, there remains a remnant 
who uphold true devotion.

Overall, these verses encapsulate themes of divine love juxtaposed with righteous judgment while 
offering hope for eventual restoration through repentance.

CHAPTER 12:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 12:1-7 (KJV)

Hosea 12:1
“Ephraim feedeth on wind, and followeth after the east wind: he daily increaseth lies and 
desolation; and they do make a covenant with the Assyrians, and oil is carried into Egypt.”

In this verse, Ephraim, representing the northern kingdom of Israel, is depicted as engaging in futile 
pursuits. The phrase “feedeth on wind” suggests that their reliance on alliances with foreign nations is 
as insubstantial as trying to consume air. The “east wind” symbolizes danger and destruction, 
historically known for its parching effects. The reference to making a covenant with the Assyrians 
indicates Israel’s attempts to secure safety through political alliances rather than trusting in God. The 
mention of carrying oil into Egypt signifies attempts to bribe or curry favor with neighboring powers, 
which ultimately leads to disappointment.

Hosea 12:2
“The LORD hath also a controversy with Judah, and will punish Jacob according to his ways; 
according to his doings will he recompense him.”

Here, God extends His judgment beyond Israel to include Judah. The term “controversy” implies a 
legal dispute where God holds both kingdoms accountable for their actions. The reference to “Jacob” 
connects back to the patriarch whose name was changed to Israel, emphasizing that both nations share 
a common heritage yet have strayed from God’s commands. This verse underscores the principle of 
divine justice—God will repay each nation according to their deeds.

Hosea 12:3
“He took his brother by the heel in the womb, and in his strength he had power with God.”

This verse recalls the birth narrative of Jacob and Esau from Genesis 25:26, where Jacob grasped 
Esau’s heel at birth. This imagery serves as a metaphor for Jacob’s character—one who strives for 
advantage through cunning or deceit. It highlights how Israel mirrors this behavior by seeking gain 
through dishonest means rather than relying on God’s strength.



Hosea 12:4
“Yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him: he 
found him in Bethel, and there he spake with us.”

The reference here is likely to Jacob’s wrestling match with an angelic being (Genesis 32:24-30). 
Jacob’s struggle represents humanity’s struggle with divine authority. His weeping signifies desperation 
and humility before God. The mention of Bethel recalls Jacob’s encounter with God where he received 
promises about his descendants. This serves as a reminder that true blessing comes from submission to 
God rather than manipulation.

Hosea 12:5
“Even the LORD God of hosts; the LORD is his memorial.”

This verse emphasizes that it is indeed Yahweh—the Lord of hosts—who has established His name as a 
lasting remembrance among His people. It reinforces God’s sovereignty over all creation and highlights 
His role as protector and provider for Israel if they would return to Him.

Hosea 12:6
“Therefore turn thou to thy God: keep mercy and judgment, and wait on thy God continually.”

In this exhortation, Hosea calls for repentance among the Israelites. “Turn thou to thy God” emphasizes 
returning not just physically but spiritually back to faithfulness toward Yahweh. The instruction to 
“keep mercy and judgment” reflects God’s desire for justice tempered by compassion—a theme 
prevalent throughout Scripture. Waiting on God suggests patience in trusting Him rather than seeking 
quick fixes through human alliances.

Hosea 12:7
“He is a merchant, the balances of deceit are in his hand: he loveth to oppress.”

This verse paints a picture of dishonesty within Israelite society—depicting them as merchants using 
false weights in trade (an ancient practice condemned in Scripture). This metaphor illustrates moral 
corruption where economic gain is prioritized over ethical conduct. The love for oppression indicates 
systemic injustice prevalent among those who should be upholding righteousness.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 12:8-14 (KJV)

Hosea 12:8
“Ephraim said, Yet I am become rich, I have found me out substance: in all my labours they shall find 
none iniquity in me that were sin.”
In this verse, Ephraim (representing the northern kingdom of Israel) expresses a sense of self-
sufficiency and pride in its wealth. The phrase “I am become rich” indicates a confidence in material 
prosperity. Ephraim believes that its economic success absolves it of any wrongdoing, claiming that 
there is “none iniquity” found in its actions. This reflects a common theme in Hosea where material 
wealth leads to spiritual complacency and moral decay.

Hosea 12:9
“And I that am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt will yet make thee to dwell in tabernacles, as 
in the days of the solemn feast.”



Here, God reminds Israel of its origins and past dependence on Him. The reference to dwelling “in 
tabernacles” recalls the Israelites’ time in the wilderness after their exodus from Egypt. This serves as a 
warning that despite their current prosperity, they may soon face a return to humble circumstances if 
they do not repent. The mention of “the days of the solemn feast” suggests a time when Israel was close 
to God during their festivals, contrasting with their present state of spiritual neglect.

Hosea 12:10
“I have also spoken by the prophets; and I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, by the 
ministry of the prophets.”
God emphasizes His ongoing communication with Israel through prophets. The use of “multiplied 
visions” indicates that God has provided ample guidance and warnings through prophetic messages. 
The term “similitudes” refers to parables or metaphors used to convey deeper truths about their 
relationship with God and their moral failings. This verse underscores God’s desire for His people to 
understand His will and return to righteousness.

Hosea 12:11
“Is there iniquity in Gilead? Surely they are vanity: they sacrifice bullocks in Gilgal; yea, their altars 
are as heaps in the furrows of the fields.”
This verse questions the sincerity of worship practices occurring at Gilead and Gilgal. Despite outward 
religious activities such as sacrifices (“sacrifice bullocks”), these acts are deemed worthless (“surely 
they are vanity”) because they lack true devotion to God. The imagery of altars as “heaps in the 
furrows” suggests that these places of worship have become neglected or overrun with weeds, 
symbolizing how far Israel has strayed from genuine faithfulness.

Hosea 12:12
“And Jacob fled into the country of Syria; and Israel served for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep.”
This verse recalls Jacob’s story from Genesis when he fled to Syria (or Aram) due to his brother Esau’s 
anger. It highlights themes of struggle and servitude—Jacob worked hard for his wives (Leah and 
Rachel) while tending sheep. This historical reference serves as an analogy for Israel’s current 
situation; just as Jacob had trials before receiving blessings, so too must Israel recognize its need for 
repentance before restoration can occur.

Hosea 12:13
“And by a prophet the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved.”
This verse acknowledges Moses as God’s chosen instrument who led Israel out of slavery in Egypt—a 
pivotal moment in Jewish history. It emphasizes God’s reliance on prophets not only for deliverance 
but also for ongoing preservation throughout Israel’s journey. This reinforces God’s faithfulness despite 
Israel’s unfaithfulness.

Hosea 12:14
“Ephraim provoked him to anger most bitterly: therefore shall he leave his blood upon him, and his 
reproach shall his Lord return unto him.”
The final verse concludes with a stark warning about divine judgment due to Ephraim’s persistent 
rebellion against God (“provoked him to anger most bitterly”). The phrase “leave his blood upon him” 
suggests consequences for sin—bloodshed or guilt remains with them due to their actions. Additionally, 



“his reproach shall his Lord return unto him” implies that what they have sown through disobedience 
will come back upon them as shame or punishment.

In summary, these verses collectively illustrate God’s indictment against Ephraim for its arrogance 
rooted in material wealth while neglecting true worship and justice. They serve both as historical 
reminders and prophetic warnings about returning to genuine faithfulness.

CHAPTER 13:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 13:1-5 (KJV)

Hosea 13:1
“When Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted himself in Israel; but when he offended in Baal, he 
died.”
This verse begins with a reflection on the state of Ephraim, representing the northern kingdom of Israel. 
The phrase “spake trembling” suggests a time when Ephraim was humble and reverent before God. 
This humility led to their exaltation among the tribes of Israel. However, the turning point comes with 
their offense against God through Baal worship, which signifies a departure from true worship and 
allegiance to God. The term “he died” indicates not only a spiritual death but also a loss of status and 
favor in the eyes of God.

Hosea 13:2
“And now they sin more and more, and have made them molten images of their silver, and idols 
according to their own understanding, all of it the work of the craftsmen.”
This verse highlights the escalating nature of Israel’s sinfulness. The phrase “sin more and more” 
illustrates a downward spiral into idolatry. The mention of “molten images” crafted from silver 
emphasizes their commitment to idolatry, as they created gods that were tangible and visible rather than 
worshiping the invisible God who had delivered them from Egypt. The reference to “the work of 
craftsmen” underscores that these idols are man-made creations rather than divine beings.

Hosea 13:3
“They shall be as the morning cloud, and as the early dew that passeth away; as the chaff that is 
driven with the whirlwind out of the floor, and as the smoke out of the chimney.”
In this verse, God uses vivid imagery to describe the fleeting nature of Israel’s existence without Him. 
The comparisons to “the morning cloud” and “the early dew” convey transience; just as these elements 
quickly dissipate, so too will Israel’s strength and stability without reliance on God. The metaphor of 
“chaff driven with the whirlwind” further illustrates how easily they can be scattered and destroyed due 
to their unfaithfulness.

Hosea 13:4
“Yet I am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but me: for 
there is no saviour beside me.”
Here, God reaffirms His identity as Israel’s sole deity who has been with them since their deliverance 
from Egypt. This declaration serves as both a reminder and an admonition; despite their infidelity, He 
remains steadfast in His role as Savior. The commandment “thou shalt know no god but me” 



emphasizes exclusivity in worship—Israel is called to recognize that true salvation comes only from 
Him.

Hosea 13:5
“I did know thee in the wilderness, in the land of great drought.”
This verse recalls God’s intimate relationship with Israel during their time in the wilderness—a period 
marked by dependence on Him for sustenance and guidance. The phrase “in the land of great drought” 
symbolizes both physical hardship and spiritual barrenness when they turned away from Him. It serves 
as a poignant reminder that it was during times of need that God’s presence was most profoundly felt.

In summary, these verses collectively illustrate a narrative arc where Israel transitions from humility 
before God to prideful idolatry leading to inevitable judgment. They emphasize God’s unwavering 
commitment despite human unfaithfulness while warning against reliance on false gods.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 13:6-10 (KJV)

Hosea 13:6
“According to their pasture, so were they filled; they were filled, and their heart was exalted: 
therefore have they forgotten me.”

In this verse, the prophet Hosea reflects on the relationship between Israel’s prosperity and their 
spiritual decline. The phrase “according to their pasture” suggests that as the Israelites enjoyed 
abundance and plenty—symbolized by rich pastures—they became complacent and self-sufficient. The 
term “filled” indicates not just physical satisfaction but also a sense of pride that arose from their 
material wealth. This pride led them to forget God, who had provided for them. The exaltation of their 
hearts signifies a dangerous shift in focus from dependence on God to reliance on their own 
achievements and resources.

Hosea 13:7
“Therefore I will be unto them as a lion: as a leopard by the way will I observe them.”

Here, God declares His intention to act against Israel’s arrogance and unfaithfulness. The imagery of a 
lion and a leopard conveys ferocity and stealth, indicating that God’s judgment will come suddenly and 
powerfully. Just as these predators stalk their prey, God will watch over Israel with the intent to pounce 
upon them in judgment for their sins. This verse underscores the seriousness of divine retribution 
against those who forsake Him.

Hosea 13:8
“I will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps, and will rend the caul of their heart; 
and there will I devour them like a lion: the wild beast shall tear them.”

In this vivid metaphor, God compares Himself to a mother bear robbed of her cubs—a powerful image 
of rage and protectiveness. The phrase “rend the caul of their heart” suggests an intense emotional 
upheaval or destruction that God will bring upon Israel due to their rebellion. The imagery continues 
with references to devouring like a lion, emphasizing total destruction. This verse illustrates God’s 
fierce anger towards His people for abandoning Him in favor of idolatry.



Hosea 13:9
“O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help.”

This verse presents a poignant contrast between Israel’s self-destruction through sin and God’s role as 
their only source of salvation. The statement “thou hast destroyed thyself” highlights personal 
responsibility for their downfall—Israel’s choices led them away from God’s protection and blessings. 
However, despite this bleak situation, there remains hope expressed in “in me is thine help,” reminding 
Israel that repentance could restore their relationship with God.

Hosea 13:10
“I will be thy king: where is any other that may save thee in all thy cities? And thy judges of 
whom thou saidst, Give me a king and princes?”

In this concluding verse of the passage, God asserts His sovereignty over Israel by reminding them that 
He alone can provide true leadership and salvation. The rhetorical question emphasizes the futility of 
seeking security through human rulers (“kings”) or systems (“judges”). This reference recalls Israel’s 
demand for a monarchy (1 Samuel 8), illustrating how they turned away from divine kingship toward 
human authority—an act seen as rejection of God’s rightful place in their lives.

Overall, these verses collectively convey themes of divine judgment due to idolatry, self-reliance 
leading to destruction, yet also offer hope for restoration through repentance.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 13:11-16 (KJV)

Introduction to the Passage

Hosea, a prophet in the Northern Kingdom of Israel during the 8th century BCE, delivers messages of 
judgment and hope. In this passage, Hosea reflects on God’s relationship with Israel, emphasizing 
themes of divine judgment due to Israel’s unfaithfulness and the consequences of their actions. The 
verses illustrate God’s sovereignty and the inevitable repercussions of turning away from Him.

Verse 11: “I gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him away in my wrath.”

This verse highlights God’s sovereign authority over Israel’s leadership. The phrase “I gave thee a king 
in mine anger” suggests that God allowed Israel to have a king as a form of judgment for their desire to 
be like other nations (1 Samuel 8:7-9). This was not an endorsement but rather a concession to their 
demands. The subsequent phrase “and took him away in my wrath” indicates that God can remove 
leaders when they fail to lead according to His will. This reflects the cyclical nature of divine judgment
—God gives, but He also takes away when His people stray from righteousness.

Verse 12: “The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is hid.”

Here, Ephraim symbolizes the Northern Kingdom of Israel. The imagery of sin being “bound up” 
suggests that their transgressions are tightly woven into their identity and cannot be easily separated 
from them. The idea that “his sin is hid” implies a false sense of security among the Israelites; they 
believe they can conceal their wrongdoing from God. However, this verse serves as a reminder that 
nothing is hidden from God’s sight (Hebrews 4:13). Their sins are not only known but are also 
accumulating towards inevitable judgment.



Verse 13: “The sorrows of a travailing woman shall come upon him: he is an unwise son; for he 
should not stay long in the place of the breaking forth of children.”

In this metaphor, Hosea compares Israel’s impending judgment to the pains experienced by a woman in 
labor. This imagery conveys both urgency and inevitability—the birth pangs signify that something 
significant is about to happen, likely referring to destruction or exile. The term “unwise son” 
underscores Israel’s failure to heed warnings and learn from past mistakes. The phrase “should not stay 
long” suggests that there will be no prolonged period for repentance or recovery; instead, swift 
judgment will come upon them.

Verse 14: “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O 
death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine 
eyes.”

This verse introduces a glimmer of hope amidst judgment. God expresses His intention to redeem His 
people even though they face dire consequences for their sins. The terms “ransom” and “redeem” 
indicate God’s desire for restoration despite Israel’s unfaithfulness. However, it also contains an 
ominous tone where God declares that death and the grave will face His wrath—“O death, I will be thy 
plagues.” This signifies that God has power over life and death and can bring about resurrection or 
destruction as He sees fit. The concluding statement about repentance being “hid from mine eyes” 
suggests that at this point, God may no longer see genuine repentance among His people.

Verse 15: “Though he be fruitful among his brethren, an east wind shall come, the wind of the 
LORD shall come up from the wilderness, and his spring shall become dry, and his fountain shall 
be dried up: he shall spoil the treasure of all pleasant vessels.”

This verse uses agricultural imagery to depict impending desolation despite previous prosperity (“be 
fruitful among his brethren”). The “east wind” symbolizes destruction often associated with drought or 
famine—an instrument through which God brings judgment (Jeremiah 18:17). The reference to springs 
drying up emphasizes loss; what once provided sustenance will become barren due to divine 
intervention. Furthermore, “he shall spoil the treasure” indicates that all valuable resources will be 
taken away as part of this judgment.

Verse 16: “Samaria shall become desolate; for she hath rebelled against her God: they shall fall 
by the sword; their infants shall be dashed in pieces, and their women with child shall be ripped 
up.”

The final verse delivers a stark prophecy regarding Samaria (the capital city) facing desolation due to 
rebellion against God. This graphic language illustrates severe consequences for disobedience—
violence against infants and pregnant women signifies total societal collapse resulting from divine 
retribution (2 Kings 15-17). Such vivid imagery serves as both warning and lamentation over what 
could have been avoided had they remained faithful.

Conclusion

Hosea 13:11-16 encapsulates profound themes within prophetic literature—divine sovereignty over 
human affairs, consequences for unfaithfulness, hope intertwined with despair, and vivid portrayals of 



impending doom due to rebellion against God. These verses serve as both historical commentary on 
ancient Israel’s plight and timeless reminders about accountability before divine authority.

CHAPTER 14:

Verse Commentary on Hosea 14:1-5 (KJV)

Hosea 14:1
“O Israel, return unto the LORD thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.”
In this opening verse, the prophet Hosea calls upon Israel to return to the Lord. The imperative “return” 
indicates a need for repentance and restoration of their relationship with God. The phrase “for thou hast 
fallen by thine iniquity” highlights that Israel’s spiritual decline is due to their sins. This fall is not 
merely a stumble but signifies a deeper moral and spiritual failure that has distanced them from God.

Hosea 14:2
“Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive 
us graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips.”
Here, Hosea instructs Israel on how to approach God in repentance. The directive to “take with you 
words” emphasizes the importance of verbal confession and acknowledgment of sin rather than mere 
feelings of remorse. The plea “Take away all iniquity” reflects a deep understanding of their need for 
divine forgiveness. The phrase “receive us graciously” underscores God’s mercy and willingness to 
accept repentant sinners. The reference to “the calves of our lips” suggests that worship can be 
expressed through praise and confession rather than through physical sacrifices alone, indicating a shift 
from ritualistic practices to heartfelt worship.

Hosea 14:3
“Asshur shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the work 
of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy.”
In this verse, Israel renounces reliance on foreign powers (Assyria) and military might (“we will not 
ride upon horses”). This rejection signifies a turning away from idolatry and self-reliance (“neither will 
we say any more to the work of our hands”). By acknowledging that true mercy comes from God alone 
(“for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy”), they express their dependence on Him as their protector 
and provider.

Hosea 14:4
“I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him.”
God responds to Israel’s repentance with promises of healing and unconditional love. The term “heal 
their backsliding” conveys God’s desire to restore those who have strayed from Him. His declaration “I 
will love them freely” emphasizes His grace—love given without conditions or prerequisites. The 
phrase “for mine anger is turned away” reassures Israel that God’s judgment has been replaced by 
compassion due to their sincere return.

Hosea 14:5
“I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon.”
This verse uses vivid imagery to describe God’s nurturing presence among His people. “I will be as the 



dew” suggests refreshing sustenance that promotes growth and vitality. The comparison of Israel’s 
growth “as the lily” indicates beauty and flourishing life resulting from divine favor. Furthermore, 
casting roots “as Lebanon” implies stability and strength; Lebanon was known for its majestic cedar 
trees which symbolize endurance.

In summary, these verses encapsulate a profound message about repentance, divine mercy, and 
restoration. They illustrate how genuine acknowledgment of sin leads to healing from God who desires 
an intimate relationship with His people.

Verse Commentary on Hosea 14:6-9 (KJV)

Contextual Background

The Book of Hosea is a prophetic text in the Old Testament, attributed to the prophet Hosea, who 
ministered during a tumultuous period in Israel’s history. The overarching theme of Hosea is God’s 
enduring love for His people despite their unfaithfulness and idolatry. In the final chapter, particularly 
verses 6-9, Hosea presents a message of hope and restoration for Israel, emphasizing God’s mercy and 
the blessings that come from returning to Him.

Verse 6: “His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as 
Lebanon.”

In this verse, the imagery of branches spreading signifies growth and prosperity. The olive tree is often 
associated with peace and abundance in biblical literature. Its fruit is valuable both for food and oil, 
which was used in anointing and religious ceremonies. The mention of Lebanon refers to its famous 
cedars, known for their strength and fragrance. This comparison suggests that Israel will flourish 
spiritually and materially when they return to God. The beauty of the olive tree symbolizes not just 
physical prosperity but also spiritual vitality.

Verse 7: “They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow 
as the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon.”

Here, “they that dwell under his shadow” implies those who find refuge in God’s protection. The 
metaphor of revival likens Israel’s restoration to corn growing—indicating nourishment and sustenance
—and vines flourishing—symbolizing joy and abundance. Wine from Lebanon was renowned for its 
quality; thus, this imagery conveys that Israel’s revival will be marked by richness and delight. This 
verse encapsulates the promise that those who turn back to God will experience rejuvenation in every 
aspect of life.

Verse 8: “Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? I have heard him, and 
observed him: I am like a green fir tree. From me is thy fruit found.”

Ephraim represents one of the largest tribes in Israel but also symbolizes the nation itself due to its 
prominence. The rhetorical question about idols indicates a decisive break from past sins—idolatry—
which had plagued Israel throughout its history. The declaration “I am like a green fir tree” suggests 
vitality; fir trees are evergreen, symbolizing endurance and life even amidst adversity. The phrase 



“From me is thy fruit found” emphasizes that true spiritual fruitfulness comes from a relationship with 
God rather than false gods or idols.

Verse 9: “Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? Prudent, and he shall know them: 
for the ways of the Lord are right, and the just shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall 
therein.”

This concluding verse serves as an invitation to wisdom. It challenges readers to reflect on their 
understanding of God’s ways—highlighting that those who are wise will recognize that following 
God’s path leads to righteousness while acknowledging that straying from it results in downfall. This 
duality reinforces moral accountability; it encourages individuals to choose wisely between obedience 
to God or continuing in transgression.

Conclusion

In summary, Hosea 14:6-9 encapsulates themes of restoration through repentance, divine mercy, 
spiritual vitality, and moral wisdom. Each verse builds upon these concepts using rich agricultural 
metaphors relevant to an agrarian society while calling for a return to faithfulness towards God.

Conclusion to the Book of Hosea: A Reflection on Love, Judgment, and Restoration

The Book of Hosea is a profound narrative that weaves together themes of love, betrayal, judgment, 
and redemption. As a prophetic text, it uses the metaphor of the prophet Hosea’s marriage to Gomer, an 
unfaithful wife, to illustrate God’s relationship with Israel. The book closes with a powerful call to 
repentance, a reaffirmation of God’s unfailing love, and a vision of restoration for the people.

1. Final Call to Repentance (Hosea 14:1-3)

The final chapter begins with an earnest plea: “Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God.” This call is 
tender yet urgent. Hosea emphasizes that Israel’s downfall is due to its sins—chiefly idolatry and 
injustice. The prophet implores the people to offer sincere words of repentance, acknowledging their 
dependence on God rather than foreign alliances or false gods.

The invitation is striking in its simplicity: the people are asked to return with humility and to renounce 
their reliance on worldly powers and idols. Hosea encourages them to say, “Forgive all our sins and 
receive us graciously.” This plea highlights the transformative power of confession and the hope that 
accompanies genuine repentance.

2. God’s Promise of Healing and Restoration (Hosea 14:4-8)

In response to Israel’s repentance, God promises healing and renewal. The Lord declares, “I will heal 
their waywardness and love them freely.” This statement reflects the boundless grace of God, who 
desires not to punish but to restore His people to a state of wholeness.

God’s love is portrayed as healing and life-giving, like the dew that nourishes the parched land. Israel, 
once barren and wayward, will flourish again, described as a luxuriant tree with deep roots and 
spreading branches. This imagery symbolizes vitality, stability, and abundance, emphasizing that 
Israel’s restoration is not just spiritual but holistic.



3. Covenantal Fidelity Reaffirmed

The final verses reaffirm the covenantal relationship between God and Israel. God’s promise to love 
them freely is a renewal of the covenant, showing that despite Israel’s infidelity, God remains steadfast. 
The metaphor of Israel as a thriving tree also suggests a renewed commitment to bearing fruit—acts of 
righteousness, justice, and faithfulness.

God's concluding statement, “From Me comes your fruit,” underscores the central truth that all 
blessings and life itself flow from God. Israel’s future prosperity will be rooted in its restored 
relationship with the Lord.

4. Wisdom and Understanding (Hosea 14:9)

The book concludes with a proverbial statement: “Who is wise? Let them realize these things. Who is 
discerning? Let them understand.” This epilogue serves as a reflective invitation to the reader, urging 
them to consider the lessons of Hosea’s prophecy.

It emphasizes that the ways of the Lord are right and just, but only the wise and discerning will walk in 
them. The contrast is clear: the righteous will walk in God’s ways, while transgressors will stumble. 
This closing admonition invites the reader to align themselves with God’s path of righteousness, 
echoing the themes of choice and consequence that run throughout the book.

Themes for Reflection:

1. God’s Relentless Love: The overarching theme of Hosea is God’s unwavering love. Despite 
Israel’s repeated unfaithfulness, God continually seeks to restore the relationship.

2. The Consequences of Sin: The book vividly portrays the pain caused by sin and idolatry, not 
only to the people but to God, who is portrayed as a heartbroken husband.

3. Hope in Restoration: Hosea ends not in judgment but in hope, emphasizing that repentance 
leads to healing, renewal, and abundant life.

Conclusion:

The Book of Hosea is a testament to the depths of divine love and mercy. It portrays a God who is both 
just and compassionate, a God who disciplines yet desires to restore. Its final verses leave the reader 
with a choice: to walk in the ways of the Lord or to continue in rebellion. Ultimately, Hosea’s message 
is one of hope—a call to return to a God whose love is stronger than any sin, and whose grace is 
sufficient to heal and restore.

Dr. Paul Crawford is more than just a Christian Author; His books are a source of 
inspiration and guidance on your spiritual journey. His books are created with a 
deep sense of faith and a desire to uplift and inspire all who read. 
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